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lntellecual Property in Europe 
By G uy Tritton (London: Sweet & 
Maxwell Ltd., 1996). 803 pgs. Hard-
cover. £95. ISBN: 0 421 542306. 

Reviewed by 
Prof. Ramon A. Klitzke 

S ince the first inte llectual prop-
erty convention in 1883, the Paris 
Conventi on, few areas of law 

have been subjected to so much inter-
national scrutiny and legislation. Eu-
rope is in a period of asto nishing de-
velopment of in tellectual property 
rights; the European Court of Justice is 
busy with the interre latio nship of in-
tellectual property rig hts, and Dutch 
courts have granted pan-European in-
junc tions against patent infringement. 

Most domestic intellectual property 
laws of European Community ( E.C.) 
members a re derived from international 
conventions or E.C. legislation and dif-
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ferences in natio nal intellectual prop-
e rty rights have diminished immeas ur-
ably. Today's legal advisor cannot rely 
only upo n the law of any single juris-
diction. 

As of April I, 1996, an E. C. Trade 
Mark may be applied for. The " Madrid 
Protocol" profoundly simplifies trade-
mark applications and the E.C. Com-
mission "Trade Mark Directive" has 
substantiall y harmon ized domestic 
laws of member states. Other E. C. Com-
mission directi ves provide legal pro-
tection for computer programs, copy-
right renta l, lending and neighboring 
rights, harmo nization of copy rig ht 
terms, and satellite and cable retrans-
missions. There are proposals for a 
community design and database pro-
tection. T he community has introduced 
a Community Plant Variety Right and a 
Supplementary Protectio n Certificate 
for patented pharmaceutical products. 
The 1991 Interna tional Convention for 
the Protection of New Plant Varieties 
has been signed by most European 
countries, but not yet ratified. 

In lmellectual Property in Europe, 
author ba rri ster Guy Tritton, o f 
London's Middle Temple, has provided 
lawyers and legal scholars wi th a com-
prehensive work o n European prop-
erty rights. Because of the high degree 
of harmonization between states, it is 
no t a repetitious cou ntry-by-country 
view of intellectual property. The book 
examines the found ing treaties, con-
ventions and legislation and empha-
s izes any differences between Euro-
pean states. 

Following an introduction, the book 
covers European patents, trademarks, 
copyrights and design protection. There 
are chapters on enforcement, licens-
ing, joint ven tures, franch isi ng and 
abuse of a dominant posi tion. Each 
cha pter is ca refu ll y orga ni zed and 
ample footnotes on each page direct 
the reader to numerous cases, statutes, 
conventions and othe r important ma-
terials. Extensive tables of cases, trea-
ties and conventions, and E.C. regula-
tions complete the thoro ugh treatment 
of European in tellectual property law. 
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