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ABSTRACT 

Small local dairy factories have long been a part of New 

Zealand's dairying heritage. No longer profitable in their 

original use, subsequent redundancy and abandonment has seen the 

appearance of the "disused dairy factory" in the rural 

landscape. 

In disuse these buildings find their greatest asset for poten

tial reuse. As existing capital stock, these disused dairy fac

tories manifest potential opportunities for enterprises other 

than dairying, to establish alternative uses. 

As a product of the past, the phenomenon of dair y factory reuse 

represents a change in use to meet the demands of the present. 

The extent to which this has been achieved, and how this pattern 

can be explained, evidences the interaction of past and present 

forces in effecting a potential future for these buildings. 
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