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ABSTRACT 

To he lp fi ght inequalities and other factors that negatively affect its education system, 
the Brazilian government has signed many agreements with international agencies, 
among which are the Millennium Development Goa ls (MDGs) estab li she d by the 
United Nations (UN). Through analysis of the world scenario and the g loba l initiatives 
towards education, this study aims to draw a correlation between the completion of 
Goal 2 of the MDGs, i.e., achieve universa l primary education, and the problems and 
prospects fo r Braz il. 

Indeed, the importance of education to socie ty is unquestionable as it influences many 
different aspects of li fe , by helping combat poverty, a iding in deve lopment and assisting 
in hea lth issues, amo ng others. Furthermore, it is crucial not onl y to the personal 
deve lopment of individua ls, but it a lso provides greater understanding of soc ial rules, 
which increases understanding of di versity. In a country as big and di verse as Brazil , it 
is fundamenta l to take into consideration the cultura l, geographic and socio-economic 
diffe rences in o rder to find so lutions that can be used towards the development of the 
country. 

A lthough the Brazil ian governme nt has taken effecti ve measures to ensure tha t all 
childre n have access to primary education, the same cannot be sa id about its quality, as 
the numbers in educational exclus ion in the country are staggering, w ith more than 16 
million illiterates. The maj or issues re lati ng to education in the country have to do with 
the poor quality of w hat is being provided to the s tudents, and the present study points 
to many facto rs that help expla in thi s situation. High repetition and dropout rates mark 
the country's education system, mak ing it crucial to deve lop strategies and measures 
that w i II assure that students learn effectively. Nevertheless, Brazi I's decentrali sed 
education system makes it hard to put in practice national changes and implement 
policies that could he lp improve the qua lity of education . 

Draw n widely from ana lysis of figures from the Brazil ian 2005 school census, the 
findings revea led that there are many issues that still need to be add ressed in order to 
guarantee that Brazili an students have an equa l and just opportunity to learn . 
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"Quulitv is indispensable lo guarantee the 
social and political role of education" 

Tarso Gcnro {author's translation) 
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