
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Massey Research Online

https://core.ac.uk/display/148644429?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


362 

73309 
93 
Mon 

Why Place Maori Children 
with Maori Caregivers? 

A dissertation presented in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of 
Master of Social Work (Applied) 

Massey University, Palmerston North, 
New Zealand 

Mary Avril Montgomery 
2009 

MA1f 11i(111if 111\ii Ill I lll
1

liiif y 

1062073042 



CONTENTS 

WHAKATAUKI ................................................................................................................. 1 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ................................................................................................. 2 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................................ 3 

WHY PLACE MAORI CHILDREN WITH MAORI CAREGIVERS .............................. .4 

Chapter One: Introduction ....................................................................................... 4 

Background to the study .............................................................................. 4 

The informants ............................................................................................. 5 

Structure of the Maori community .............................................................. 5 

The Matua Whangai Programme in its historical amtext ........................... 5 

Research methodology ................................................................................ 7 

Structure of the research .............................................................................. 8 

Chapter Two: Literature Review ............................................................................. 9 

Introduction ................................................................................................. 9 

Maori worldview and identity ..................................................................... 9 

Customary Care ......................................................................................... 10 

Adoption and Foster Care .......................................................................... 13 

A Maori solution ........................................................................................ 15 

Placement Issues ........................................................................................ 18 

Other relevant studies ................................................................................ 19 

Social work practice .................................................................................. 21 

Conclusion ................................................................................................. 22 

Chapter Three: Methodology ................................................................................. 23 

Introduction ............................................................................................... 23 

Kaupapa Maori .......................................................................................... 23 

11 



Maori Researcher ....................................................................................... 25 

Participant Selection .................................................................................. 26 

lntervie,v Schedule .................................................................................... 27 

The Interview Process ............................................................................... 27 

Data Analysis ............................................................................................. 28 

Ethical Issues ............................................................................................. 29 

Conclusion ................................................................................................. 29 

Chapter Four: Results and Analysis ...................................................................... 31 

Influence of Whanau Experiences ............................................................. 31 

Matua Whangai Relationships ................................................................... 33 

Linking Whanau, Hapil, I wi ...................................................................... 34 

Re-Building and Return to Whanau .......................................................... 36 

Advantages and Loss ofMatua Whangai Programme .............................. 38 

Conclusion ................................................................................................. 41 

Chapter Five: Discussion and Conclusion ............................................................ .42 

Literature review ........................................................................................ 42 

Methodology .............................................................................................. 43 

Relationships - The Findings .................................................................... .44 

Future Research ......................................................................................... 45 

Conclusion ................................................................................................. 45 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................................. 47 

GLOSSARY ...................................................................................................................... 50 

APPENDICES ................................................................................................................... 51 

Ill 



WHAKATAUKI 

Hutia te rito o te harakeke 
Kei hea te komako, e ko 
KI mai ki ahau 
He aha te mea nui o te ao 
Maku e ki atu, 
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 

(Te Meringaroto - Te Aupouri) 

'Ff/hen the heart is torn.from the.flax bush, 
where will the Bellbird sing? 
You ask me what is the greatest thing on Earth, 
My reply is, it is people, it is people, it is people. ' 
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ABSTRACT 

'Why place Afaori children with Maori caregivers? 

This qualitative study explores the concepts of customary care, recognising the 

Maori worldview and emphasising the value of placing Maori children with Maori 

caregivers. It examines the establislunent of the Matua Whangai Programme in the 

context of the social/political issues of the 1980-1990s and the impact of legislation and 

reports on the placement of Maori children outside of whanau. 

The participants in this study were three caregivers m the Matua Whangai 

Programme. They each had experience of customary care practice in their own whanau 

and who generalised this experience in the context of the Matua Whangai programme. 

In this community, the Matua Whangai programme ran from 1985 to 1991. The 

study shows that when the programme was disestablished, not only did Maori children 

lose access to whanau whangai (foster families), the community also lost tribal linkages, 

both locally and nationally, along with effective networks with other social and 

governmental agencies established by Matua Whangai within the Lower South Island 
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