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ABSTRACT

This thesis presents an account of the
donegtic tourism process in New Zealand, compiled
through the identification and mcesurement of sonme
of the elements that charscterise this paerticular
form of outdoor recreation. While overseas
tourism continuecs to ettract increcsing Government
ettention as en industry with some promise of
diversifyins New Zealend's econonmy, it is apperent
that holidey-makins by New Zealanders hes received
practically no attention from gcogrephers or, for
that matter, from economic and socisl plenning
organisations in this country.

The first section of this thesis defines
tourism and identifies, throush the supvort of
survey studies, its zencrel characteristics of
sezsonality in occurrence, individuality end
sponteneity in expression, and the great range end
extent of mobility afforded by the private motor
vehicle. Contrasts sre drewn between overseas
tourism and domestic tourism, snd comments are made
on the disperity evident in the degree of attention
accorded the two forms, end in the growth of nationel
tourist centres compared to regionel holiday resorts.



Section Two considers the nature and
function of three recreation resources - climeate,
water and location - in providing the fremework
within which outdoor recreation =sctivities are
pursued. In this, as in leter sections, these
resources are related to their role in crezting a
favourable elimate for tourism in Nepier.

The section on reccrestion emenities describes
in detail the urben amenities and tourist =ttractions
that Napier possesses for recreation. Exerciscs
are conducted on the provision of vehicle parking
spece at smenities, on attendance fregquencies et
Mrrinelend performences by Napier residents, snd on
the snnusl account of the Hewke's Bay Acusriun and
Planetarium Board.

The role of holidey informetion and tourist
publicity services, accommeodation, ond essenticl
services eos they preveil in the tourism process, is
discussed in Section Four. The importance of
accomnodation services is recognised and comments
here heve been directed towards supply ~nd demond
fectors. The distinet sessonality of domestic
tourism in New Zeeland increesses pressure on the
utilisetion of recrestion services during the summer,
end this situetion is compounded by the nsational
close-down of many retail, trade =nd professionel
gservices over the pesk Christmes-New Year period.

The cese study of visitors steying in motels
in Nepier cver the 1970-71 summer is used as = baesis



for presenting material in support of obscrvations
made throughout the preceding parts of the thesis
28 to the nature of the domestic tourism process in
New Zeelend, snd the extent to which its expression
is typified in Napier.

The concluding section is used to isolate
briefly the problems that have become apperent in
both the study of tourism ss & recrestion pursuit,
and in the proceas of tourism itself in New Zealand.
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