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Foreword 

The Welfare State does not imprison people - it sets them free. 
It does not compel a uniformity - it opens the door to a wide 
range of richly varied opportunities. It does not sap self­
reliance - it strengthens confidence from removing fear and 
insecurity. It is not simply a narrow range of pensions and 
payments, it is the wide spectrum of education, housing, better 
cities, economic development - planning: of better houses and 
secure healthy families. It does not create a favoured class - it 
exists to ensure social justice for all. 

- Norman Kirk, 1969. 

Gratitude is a rare quality in an academic history and its 

requirements give little room for the writer to become 

personally involved. It is sometimes difficult to be appreciative 

for the deeds of those from the past whether they are seen as 

negative or positive. Readers of this study may find that it 

follows its subject in a partisan way, nevertheless, I wish to 

present a fair-minded depiction of the passion and the vision of 

the people who participated in this chapter of history. I wish to 

show my gratitude to all those people in my history who served 

their country and influenced the way in which we live. 

R.J.S. 


