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ABSTRACT 

 

Luqman Hakim. (2016). “ANARCHISM MOVEMENT IN ERIN GRUWELL’S 

THE FREEDOM WRITERS DIARY”. Thesis. Graduate Program of Language 

Studies. Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 

 

Erin Gruwell’s The Freedom Writers Diary is a book which highlights the 

problem that occurs in American education. It does not just shows the reader how 

the education is run, but it presents the social condition of the education itself. It 

relates with some notable issues namely inequality, racial tension and class 

struggle which then were explored with Anarchism perspective. Therefore this 

research investigates what characteristics and indicators of Anarchism are 

described in the Freedom Writers Diary, how the depiction of Anarchism is 

described, and how the effect of the Freedom Writers Diary to the larger society is 

revealed. In conducting this research, this research applied descriptive qualitative 

research. The data of this research was taken from the dialogues and statements in 

the book and from other sources. The instrument of this research is the researcher 

himself who collects, analyzes, and presents the data findings of the research then 

draws the conclusions. The result of the analysis shows: (1) The anarchism 

characteristics in the Freedom Writers Diary are Liberty, Equality and Solidarity. 

(2) There are eight indicators of characteristics of Anarchism. (3) The Anarchism 

is depicted in the Freedom Writers Diary through the plot, character and 

characterization and the author’s style. (4) The release of the Freedom Writers 

Diary gives some effect to the larger society, it encourages the rise of tolerance and 

awareness of disadvantaged students.  

 

Keywords: Anarchism, Education, Freedom Writers 
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INTISARI 

 

Luqman Hakim. (2016). “ANARCHISM MOVEMENT IN ERIN GRUWELL’S 

THE FREEDOM WRITERS DIARY”. Tesis. Program Pascasarjana Magister 

Pengkajian Bahasa Inggris. Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 

 

The Freedom Writers Diary adalah sebuah karya non-fiksi yang ditulis oleh 

the Freedom Writers, sekelompok siswa dari Woodrow Wilson SMA di Long 

Beach, California, dan guru mereka Erin Gruwell. The Freedom Writers Diary 

merupakan sebuah buku yang terdiri dari kumpulan jurnal berisi masalah dari masa 

lalu mereka, sekarang dan masa depan. Sumber data primer adalah the Freedom 

Writers Diary itu sendiri sedangkan data sekunder adalah berbagai data dan 

informasi, buku atau penelitian – penelitian sebelumnya terhadap buku tersebut. 

Berbagai data baik dari data primer maupun sekunder di kumpulkan dalam bentuk 

dokumen sebagai bagian pembuktian. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan hal – hal 

sebagai berikut; (1) 3 karakteristik anarkisme di the Freedom Writers Diary. (2) 

Ada 8 indikator yang menunjukkan karakteristik Anarkisme dalam buku harian ini. 

(3) Penggambaran Anarkisme yang dapat ditemukan di the Freedom Writers 

Diary. (4) Efek dari rilisnya the Freedom Writers Diary bagi masyarakat. 

 

Kata Kunci:  

Anarchism, Education, Freedom Writers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

TITLE ..........................................................................................................  i 

NOTE OF ADVISOR I  ................................................................................  ii 

NOTE OF ADVISOR II  ..............................................................................  iii 

APPROVAL SHEET  ...................................................................................  iv 

APPROVAL OF THESIS SUBMISSION…… .............................................  v 

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY ...........................................................  vi 

MOTTO .......................................................................................................  vii 

DEDICATION .............................................................................................  viii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  .................................................................................. ix 

ABSTRACT  ................................................................................................  xi 

INTISARI  ....................................................................................................  xii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  .............................................................................  xiii 

CHAPTER I  INTRODUCTION ..................................................................  1 

A. Background of the Study ........................................................  1 

B. Limitation of the Study...........................................................  5 

C. Problem Statements ................................................................  5 

D. Objectives of the Study. . .......................................................  6 

E. Benefits of the Study.... ..........................................................  6 

F. Previous Studies .....................................................................  7 

CHAPTER II  LITERARY REVIEW ...........................................................  11 

A. Anarchism .............................................................................  11 



xiv 

 

1. Anarchism and Human Nature ...........................................  14 

2. The Characteristics of Anarchism .......................................  15 

a. Liberty ...........................................................................  16 

b. Equality .........................................................................  18 

c. Solidarity .......................................................................  20 

3. Authority ............................................................................  22 

B. Theoretical Framework ..........................................................  23 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ........................................................  24 

A. Type of the Study ...................................................................  24 

B. Object of the Study.................................................................  24 

C. Type of the Data and the Data Source  ....................................  25 

D. Technique of the Data Collection ...........................................  25 

E. Technique of the Data Analysis ..............................................  26 

CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION  .........................................  27 

A. The Characteristics of Anarchism...........................................  27 

1. Liberty ...............................................................................  29 

 2. Equality  ............................................................................  33 

 3. Solidarity  ..........................................................................  41 

 B. The Depiction of Anarchism ..................................................  48 

 1. Plot  ...................................................................................   49 

 2. Character and Characterization  .........................................   53 

3. Style  ..................................................................................   60 

 a. Diction ...........................................................................  60 



xv 

 

b. Sentence Structure and Syntax .......................................  62 

 c. Figurative Language  .....................................................  63 

 C. The Effect of the Freedom Writers to Larger Society .............  64 

 1. The application of Freedom Writers Methodology in USA    65 

 2. The Rise of Tolerance among Students across USA  ..........   67 

3. The Rise of Awareness for At Risk Student  .......................   69 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ......................................................................  72 

A. Conclusion .............................................................................  72 

B. Pedagogical Implication .........................................................  73 

C. Suggestion .............................................................................  73 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES …………………………………………………………. 75 

APPENDIXES .…………………………………………………………. 78 

 


