
i 

 

AUGUST’S ABUSIVE ACT REFLECTED IN SARA GRUEN’S WATER 

FOR ELEPHANTS NOVEL (2006): 

A PSYCHOANALYTIC CRITISISM 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH PAPER 

 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement 

for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education 

in English Department 

 

 

Proposed by: 

RYAN PRIHTANI 

A 320 090 181 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2013 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by UMS Digital Library - Selamat datang di UMS Digital Library

https://core.ac.uk/display/148599378?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1








v 

 

MOTTO 

 

 Our greatest glory is not in never falling , but in getting up 

every time we do ( Confucious) 

 

 When you cannot be first , be the best (The Researcher) 

 

 You have to finish ,what you‟ve started (@hitlicious) 

 

 “Wa laa haula wa laa quwwata illaa billaahil „aliyyil „azhiim” 

“Tidak Ada Daya dan Kekuatan Kecuali Dengan Pertolongan 

Allah Yang Maha Agung” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 

 

DEDICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wholeheartedly, this research paper is 

dedicated to: 

 My Allah SWT who endowed us with 

the grateful love, 

 My highly valued parents, 

 My beloved sisters ,brothers and niece 

 My girlfriend 

 .My fans “ABY MEMBARA”  

 

 

 

 

 



vii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

Bismillahirrahmanirrohim, 

 Alhamdulillahirabbil‟alamin, Glory to Allah the Almighty, the writer is 

grateful to Allah SWT for the guidance, the most merciful, Lord of the universe, 

who gives a million of blessings, miracles, and uncountable gifts to the researcher, 

so that she can accomplish her research paper entitled “August Abusive Act 

reflected in Sara Gruen‟s Water for Elephants novel(2006):Psychoanalytic 

Critism” as the requirement for getting bachelor degree of education in English 

Department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 

 The researcher realizes that this research paper would never be possible 

without other people‟s help, so that the researcher would like to express his 

gratitude and appreciation to:  

1. Dra. Nining Setyaningsih, M.Si, the Dean of School of Teacher Training 

and Education of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 

2. Titis Setyabudi, S.S, as the head of English Department of Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta, 

3. Drs. Abdillah M. Hum, the first consultant who gives guidance, advice, 

support, correction, discussion, for the time and also care, 

4. Siti Fatimah S.Pd,M.Hum, the second consultant and the academic 

consultant, to let her finishing the research paper, to guide her patiently and to 

give guidance, correction, and support in order to make a dream comes true, 



viii 

 

5. All lecturers of English Department in Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta, for giving the knowledge and guidance, 

6. His highly valued parents “Mr.Anwar Priyadi and Mrs.Marwiyah”  for 

tremendous loves, deep affection, and always praying for their childish 

daughter, 

7. His beloved Roosvina Lasdafi Ahimsha ,who gave spirit for him to 

complete his research paper and looking to the future. 

8. His sisters and brothers „huru-hara‟: Aci (beautiful as always), Kiki (keep 

that hilarity), Adek Amel (The smallest of member), Bendrat (just eat more), 

and the long lasting couple „ciprid’ (get married soon), Nana (eccentric 

hijaber), Tina (thanks for every laugh ), thanks for being a wonderful sweet 

ridiculous friend. “Nothing lasts forever: dreams change, trends come and go, 

but friendships never go out of style” (Carrie Bradshaw, Sex and the City), 

9. His friends ”BBH” a lot going on in the memories of this place 

10. His fabulous friends: , Her marvelous friends in English Dept. ‟09 class D, 

Gendhis and Old English of HEL Exhibition 2012 are the great thing that 

she ever has, 

11. His bubbly ex-students in SMPN 1 Sambi. Beginning from PPL and 

continuing as a friend, thanks for stealing her away from the super saturation, 

12. His Teacher of life “BAMAMAZRI”(Barisan Mantan Maz Ryan) He can 

be a stronger man because of them. 

13. All friends in English Department on 2009 Academic Year Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta, 



ix 

 

14. And everyone who has helped the researcher conducts the research and writes 

this research.  

 The researcher realizes that this research paper is still far from being 

perfect. Therefore, she expects the constructive criticism and suggestion to 

improve the quality of this research paper. 

Alhamdulilahirobbil‟alaimin. 

 

 

Surakarta, …………….....…2013 

 

 

The Researcher 

 

  



x 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

RYAN PRIHTANI A320 090 181 , AUGUST’S ABUSIVE ACT 

REFLECTED IN SARA GRUEN’S WATER FOR ELEPHANTS NOVEL 

(2006): A PSYCHOANALYTIC CRITISISM.RESEARCH PAPER 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 2013. 

The research is proposed to analyze how August‟s abusive act  reflected in Water 

for Elephants novel by Psychoanalytic Criticism. There are two objectives: the 

first is to analyze the novel based on its structural elements and technical 

elements, and the second is to analyze the main character's personality using a 

psychoanalytic approach. 

This study is a qualitative study, using Sara Gruen‟s Water for Elephant novel 

2006 as of structural elements, and the secondary data. The primary data source is 

Water for Elephants novel which is written by Sara Gruen , and the secondary 

data are some articles, book of literary and internet related to the subject. The 

method of collecting data in this research is library research by reading some 

related books and articles, accessing internet, taking notes of important parts, 

arranging, and drawing conclusion the data. In analyzing the data, the writer 

employs descriptive analysis.  

The results showed that this novel illustrates how abusive towards fellow human 

beings will make us lose the people we love. One thing that can destroy human‟s 

dreams is abusive. Thus, in order to keep away from abusive acts is caring and 

loving people around.  

Keywords: Psychoanalytic, abusive 
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