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SUMMARY 

 

MUHAMMAD ALEX ARSYAD. NIM: A 320 020 049. SYMBOLISM IN 
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE’S THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES.    
RESEARCH PAPER. MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 
2007 
 
                This study elaborates the tragic life of a family caused by bad impact of the 
past wrongdoing, as depicted in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables 
using symbolism approach. The aim of this study is to find the core idea as well as 
message in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables by analyzing the 
symbols in his novel. 
                This study belongs to qualitative study. In this method, there are two types of 
data source used by the researcher, namely primary and secondary data sources. The 
primary data source and the object of the study is the novel The House of the Seven 
Gables itself, meanwhile the secondary data source are some information about The 
House of the Seven Gables, the author’s biography, some books and articles related to the 
subject. The researcher collects the data from primary and secondary data sources in a 
sort of document as evidence. The study uses the library research to collect the data. The 
collected data are analyzed by means of descriptive analysis. 
                Having analyzing this novel, the writer draws conclusions as follows: first, a 
literary work involves the response of the author toward the experiences of their life. 
Second, Nathaniel Hawthorne criticizes that every people’s bad action will get 
punishment and the wrongdoing itself not only will bring bad impact for them but also 
for the others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE OF CONTENT 

                                                                                                                                        page 

TITLE…………………………………………………………………………….              i 

APPROVAL……………………………………………………………………...             ii 

ACCEPTANCE…………………………………………………………………..            iii 

TESTIMONIAL………………………………………………………………….             iv 

MOTTO…………………………………………………………………………..             v 

DEDICATION…………………………………………………………………...             vi 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT…………………………………………………………           vii 

SUMMARY……………………………………………………………………...             ix 

TABLE OF CONTENT………………………………………………………….              x 

CHAPTER   I.    INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study………………………………….             1 

B. Review of Related Study………………………………….             6 

C. Problem Statement………………………………………..              7  

D. Objective of the Study…………………………………….             7 

E. Benefit of the Study……………………………………….             7 

F. Research Method………………………………………….             8 

G. Paper Organization………………………………………..            10 

CHAPTER   II.   UNDERLYING THEORY 

A. Notion of Symbol…………………………………………            11 

B. Type of Symbol…………………………………………...            12 

C. Symbol in Literature………………………………………           14 



D. Basic Principle of Symbolism……………………………..           19 

E. Theoretical Application…………………………………...           21 

CHAPTER   III.  STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS 

A. Structural Elements………………………………………..           22 

1. Character and Characterization……………………….           22  

2. Setting………………………………………………...           34 

3. Plot…………………………………………………....           37 

4. Point of View………………………………………....           44 

5. Style…………………………………………………..           45 

6. Theme………………………………………………...           48 

B. Discussion…………………………………………………           50 

CHAPTER  IV. SYMBOLISM ANALYSIS OF NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE’S 

THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES 

                             A.  Symbolism Analysis………………………………………...        53 

                                   1. Character Symbolism…………………………………….         54 

                                   2. Setting Symbolism……………………………….............         62 

                                   3. Plot Symbolism…………………………………………..         66 

                                   4. Style Symbolism………………………………………....         73 

                                   5. Natural Objects Symbolism……………………………...         76 

B. Discussion ………………………………………………....          80 

CHAPTER   V.  CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion………………………………………………...           83 

B. Suggestion…………………………………………………           85 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDIX 

                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


