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Abstract:

In the 141 Sharaku Ukiyo-E prints in existence, the first 28 works are the most
popular in the world. These prints are all depictions of Kabuki actors. In Kabuki, a man
plays every performer including those of the women. As a result, there are no Sharaku
prints of actual women. However , Sharaka represents both the male and female
characters in his prints. This thesis is the study on the male and female eyes of the
Kabuki actors.

A structure was applied to 12 kinds of men and women’s eyes on the face of a male
role. Ten subjects had to judge whether female or male eyes are depicted. The result was
that the female eye was more easily distinguished from the pictures. Therefore, 1t was
analyzed by discriminate analysis the angle of the eyes from the analysis. In this
analysis, F,=4.713Z,—2.804Z,+2.274Z,—2.788 was shown as a linear discriminate
function. It was shown that the crossed axes angle of an eye had the greatest affect.
Next, the discrimination point was evaluated from linear discriminate function. The eye
of a certain male in one of the picture was distinguished to be that of a woman. In this
analysis, although a man plays both male and female role, it turned out that men and
women were distinguished in their eyes, and a feature of Kabuki actors 1s expressed.

A model of six pictures of a male role and a female role was built based on the
crossed axes angle of an eye. They were all displayed on a flat display at the same time.
A subject had to select a picture that was the most proper to the certain feeling
expression. The experiment using the semantic differential method showed what image
the subject recerved from the pictures where only the eyes had changed. As a result, the
eye of a male role that was applied gave subjects some positive feeling expressions, and
the eye of a female role gave a negative feeling expressions.

The pictures of six female roles were ordered to expression of “feminine” using a
parred comparison method. As a result, the most feminine and the least feminine eyes
were found, and it turned out that the others were organized by preference of the subject.

In conclusion, when Sharaku drew a Kabuki actor, he distinguished their roles as a
male and female by their eyes. The eye of a male role expressed positive feelings to the
subjects and the eye of a female role expressed negative feelings. It showed that the eye
that gave the subjects the most famine 1mage was that of an eye that was used in a male

role.



