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in Ch’oe Ch’iwŏn’s ‘Four Mountains Stele’,” Fudan Journal of the Humanities 

For use by the Author only | © 2018 Koninklijke Brill NV



xvi Notes on Contributors

and Social Sciences 8.1 (2015); “A Comparative Approach to Śubhākarasiṃha’s 
(637–735) Essentials of Meditation: Meditation and Precepts in Eighth Century 
China,” in Chinese and Tibetan Esoteric Buddhism, edited by Yael Bentor and 
Meir Shahar, 156–94. Leiden: Brill, 2017.

Rob Linrothe
is Associate Professor in the Department of Art History at Northwestern 
University, Evanston. His research is mainly based on fieldwork in Ladakh and 
Zangskar. He received a Ph.D. in Art History from the University of Chicago. In 
2008–2009 he was a Scholar-in-Residence at the Getty Research Institute. In 
2016–17 he received a Senior Fellowship from the American Institute of Indian 
Studies to conduct fieldwork in eastern India. Among recent publications are 
“Mirror Image: Deity and Donor as Vajrasattva,” History of Religions (2014): 
5–33; “Site Unseen: Approaching a Royal Buddhist Monument of Zangskar 
(Western Himalayas),” The Tibet Journal 40 no. 2 (2015): 29–88; Collecting 
Paradise: Buddhist Art of Kashmir and its Legacies (New York: Rubin Museum 
of Art, 2015); Seeing Into Stone: Pre-Buddhist Petroglyphs and Zangskar’s 
Early Inhabitants (Berlin: Studio Orientalia, 2016); and “‘Utterly False, Utterly 
Undeniable’: The Akaniṣṭha Shrine Murals of Takden Phuntsokling Monastery,” 
Archives of Asian Art (2017): 143–187.

Carmen Meinert
holds the chair for Central Asian Religions at the Center for Religious Studies 
(CERES) at Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany, and is the vice-director of 
CERES. She is the PI of the ERC project BuddhistRoad, Dynamics in Buddhist 
Networks in Eastern Central Asia 6th to 14th Centuries (2017–2022). This project  
will also deal with one of her research interests, namely the transmission 
of Buddhism in Central Asia, Tibet and China with particular emphasis on 
early Tantric and Esoteric Buddhist traditions. Her publications include ed., 
Transfer of Buddhism Across Central Asian Networks (7th to 13th Centuries), 
Brill: Leiden, 2016; “Assimilation and Transformation of Esoteric Buddhism 
in Tibet and China. Case Study of the Adaptation Processes of Violence in a 
Ritual Context,” in Tibet after Empire. Culture, Society and Religion between 850–
1000. Proceedings of the Seminar Held in Lumbini, Nepal, March 2010, edited  
by Christoph Cüppers, Robert Mayer and Michael Walter, Lumbini: Lumbini 
International Research Institute, 2013.

Tansen Sen
is Professor of history at NYU Shanghai, PRC. He is the author of Buddhism, 
Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of Sino-Indian Relations, 600–1400 

For use by the Author only | © 2018 Koninklijke Brill NV



xviiNotes on Contributors

(University of Hawai’i Press, 2003), India, China, and the World: A Connected 
History (Rowman & Littlefield, 2017), and co-author (with Victor H. Mair) of 
Traditional China in Asian and World History (Association for Asian Studies, 
2012). He has edited Buddhism Across Asia: Networks of Material, Cultural and 
Intellectual Exchange (Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2014). He is cur-
rently working on a book about Zheng He’s maritime expeditions.

Henrik H. Sørensen
is a senior researcher and project-coordinator at the BuddhistRoad Project 
(ERC) at the Ruhr-Universität (RUB). He has formerly taught at the University 
of Copenhagen and been a senior researcher at the National Museum in 
Denmark. He is currently the director of an independent research centre, 
the Seminar for Buddhist Studies, affiliated with the University of Edinburgh 
through the publication of the electronic journal Journal for the Study of 
East and Central Asian Religions (eJECAR). His research interests include 
the relationship between religious practice and material culture in East 
Asian Esoteric Buddhism and issues relating to the definition, textual his-
tory, and iconography of early Esoteric Buddhism in China. He was recently 
a research fellow at the KHK Research Project at Ruhr-Universität, Germany 
(2011–2012) where he worked on Buddhist and Daoist interactions in medi-
eval China. Recent publications include “The Talismanic Seal Incorporated: 
An Iconographic Note on Seal-Bearing Bodhisattvas in the Sculptural Art of 
Sichuan and the Significance of Seals within the Chinese Esoteric Buddhist 
Tradition” (co-authored with Tom Suchan), Artibus Asiae 73:2 (2013), 
“Concerning the Role and Iconography of the Astral Deity Sudṛṣti (Miaojian 
妙見) in Esoteric Buddhism,” in China and Beyond in the Mediaeval Period: 
Cultural Crossings and Inter-Regional Connections, edited by Dorothy Wong 
and Gustav Heldt, Singapore: Manohar 2014; and several articles in Esoteric 
Buddhism and the Tantras in East Asia (Brill, 2011, co-edited with Charles D.  
Orzech).

Steven Trenson
obtained his Ph.D. from Kyoto University in 2007 and is Associate Professor at 
Waseda University, where he is teaching Buddhism and Japanese religions. His 
research focuses on medieval Japanese esoteric Buddhism and its relationship 
to medieval Shinto. His most recent publications include “Shingon Divination 
Board Rituals and Rainmaking” (Cahiers d’Extrême-Asie 21, 2013), Kiu, hōshu, 
ryū: Chūsei Shingon mikkyō no shinsō [Rainmaking, Jewels, and Dragons: The 
Fundamental Basis of Medieval Shingon Esoteric Buddhism] (Kyoto: Kyoto 
Daigaku Gakujutsu Shuppankai, 2016), and “Rice, Relics, and Jewels: The 

For use by the Author only | © 2018 Koninklijke Brill NV



xviii Notes on Contributors

Network and Agency of Rice Grains in Medieval Japanese Esoteric Buddhism,” 
Japanese Journal of Religious Studies 45, no. 2 (2018; forthcoming).

Sem Vermeersch
obtained his Ph.D. in history at the School of Oriental and African Studies 
(2001) and is now an Associate Professor in the Department of Religious  
Studies, Seoul National University. He concurrently serves as editor of the Seoul 
Journal of Korean Studies, published by the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean 
Studies. His main field of interest is the history of Korean Buddhism in its East 
Asian context, on which he has published numerous articles and book chap-
ters. He has also published two monographs: The Power of the Buddhas: The 
Politics of Buddhism During the Koryŏ Dynasty (Harvard University Asia Center, 
2008), and A Chinese Traveler in Medieval Korea: Xu Jing’s Illustrated Account of 
the Xuanhe Embassy to Koryŏ (University of Hawai‘i Press, 2016).

For use by the Author only | © 2018 Koninklijke Brill NV




