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'§ 1. Introduction

Let & be a family of non empty sets and let v be a cardinal number.
The family & is said to possess property A(v) if there exists a set X with
X< which contains at least one element of each set of the family .

Let p(J) denote the smallest cardinal number p, for which F =y for
every FEF '

Let now q be a cardinal number. The family § is said to possess prop-
erty A(q,r) if each subfamily & of & possesses property A(r) provided
& <q. We investigate the following problem: Suppose that the family &
possesses property A(q,v). Under what conditions on p, g, v does the family
& possess property A(r)?

More generally we mtroducc the symbol [p,q,t]— & to indicate the
statement that every family & (with p(§F)=yp) which possesses property
A(q, v) possesses property A(s) too. ([p,q,r]—]>8 indicates the negation of
this statement.)

In Section 2 we are going to prove some results concerning this symbol
which using the generalized continuum hypothesis enable us to give a complete
discussion for the case p = N,.

The problem for finite sets is. posed and discussed in a paper of-

P. ErDpOs and T. GaLLAl, and it is not yet entirely solved.') That is why in
what follows p is supposed to be infinite.

Theorems in the proof of which the generalized contmuum hypothesis
will be used are marked with a star ().

In Section 3 we investigate the question what resulfs we can get by
usmg weaker hypotheses or no hypothesis at all. The results in this Section
are not quite complete. In Section 4 we investigate an analogous question
to that treated in Section 2.

1) See a forthcoming paper of P. Erpos and T. GavLar



P. Erdoés and A. Hajnal: Some remarks on set theory 155

§ 2.
First we make some obvious remarks.
M v, 0] 8 if s<uv, for every yp,q,t;
) [p,,v]->8 if q=r, for every p and §

The symbol has the following monotonity properties :

[p,0,v]—8 implies [p’,q,t] =8 if p= v,

[p, 0, 0] —8 implies [p,q,t]—58 if qg=4¢,
) [p,9,v]—5& implies [p, q,1']—35 if r=1
[p,o,v]—¢ implies [p,q,v]—>8 if §=¢..

We may omit the proofs and in what follows we shall often use these
theorems without references.

First we are going to prove the negative results.

The following Lemma 1 gives a general method for the proof of nega-
tive theorems concerning the symbol.

For the sake of brevity we introduce the symbol [p, 1, s]*— ¢ to indicate
the following statement: :

For every set S with S=p there exists a set $* for which the following
conditions hold : '

a) every element X of § is a subset of S of power less than 8,

b) $*<q, and :

¢) every subset ¥ of S with ¥ <y is contained in an element of s*.
([v, v, 8]*—q indicates the negation of this statement).

Lemma 1. Suppose y=3=r. Then [v,r,s}"—}q implies [p, q,t] -8

Proof. Let S be a set of power p. Let & be the family containing
the complements of the elements of the set [S]=*2). It is obvious that p(F)=p
and & does not possess property A(s). We have to show that & possesses
property A(q,r). Let § be a subfamily of &, ' <q. Then by the assumption
[p, 1, 8]"—> q there exists a subset X of S, X <1 which is not contained in
the complement of any element of &, hence & possesses property A(v).

Corollary 1. Suppose p=q and y is regular. Then [p, q,t]-8 for
& =y. :

Proof. We may suppose q>r and r = s. But then obviously [, r, 8]*—|>q.

2) [X]<9 denotes the set of all subsets of X of power less then q.
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Corollary 2. Suppose p=q and p is szngular Then [p,q,v]-]>3
for <.

-Proof. Similar to that of Corollary 1.

Corollary 3. Suppose p' is singular. Put p==N\, where « is of the
second kind cf(«¢)<e. Then [p, q,v]— 8 for s =p provided q=Nci(.

Proof. We may suppose qg>r, v=8&. We have [p,'r, ﬁ]‘—]—» q in this
. case too, since the sum of less than N« sets each-of which has power less

than N., has power less than N,.

Using the same idea we can prove the following negative

Theorem 1. Suppose p==WN. is singular, v>Nci@ and q=v*. Then
[P, q, l‘] _I—’ﬁ for §= p. .

Proof. It is enough to prove [p, p*, Netimi] = ». By Lemma 1 it is
enough to prove [Na, Nefwst1, Ne] —>Naii. Let S be a set, S=N, and §*
a set of subsets of S for which §*<Na.1, and the elements of which are
subsets of S of power less than N.. We have to construct a set X, &S such
that X, =Neci@ and X,S=X for any element X of 8*. Let {e,},. o DE @

monotone increasing sequence of type @i Of ordinal numbers less than «
cofinal with .

Put §; ={X: X¢€8" and X= = Nyt We have
= U §&.
V0] ()
Since 7 =N. for every », we may split Sy into the sum of subsets S,
for w<wci@ in such a way that

St= U &, and S,.=N,

1
Rl ooef (@)

for every < wci(). '
Put §* U U S5, for every A< wei@. It is obvious that
= U &
Q’cf(a)

Let now (&) denote the set U X for an arbitrary family & of sets.
We have by the constructlon that
(gi') = sa;__xa;__ ch(a) < Na

for every A<wci(. Therefore we can define by transfinite induction a sequence
{Xafacog ) OF type @ci Of the elements of Sin such a way that x, & U (Si).
AMZA

Put X0={xx}x<,‘,cf(a). It is obvious that XO satisfies our requirements.
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To obtain positive results we need the following lemmas. Let § be an
arbitrary family with (§)=3S '
Let &|S” denote the'family {FnS’}Feg for an arbitrary subset S’ of S.

Lemma 2. Let § be a famzly (&)=s, p(J)—p) which possesses
property A(q,r) for certain g and v, where q>v.

@) Suppose q<p+ q is regular. Then there exists a subset S’ of S such
that S =p and F|S’ possesses property A(q, 1) too. ‘

8) Suppose q > vt Then for every t with t-p=t<q there exists a subset
S" of S such that S’ <t and &|S’ possesses property A(t',r).

Proof. We are going to prove «). The proof of 8) is quite similar
and will be omitted. We have formulated @) only to make clear Problems 1
and 2 which will be formulated in Section 3. A

If v is singular then the family & possesses property A(q,t") for an
v <, smce if correspondmg to every 1'<r, there exists a subfamily &, of &
such that § —1’ and & does not" possess property A(l) then the famlly
F = U J v has the power v<q and does not possess property A(r).

Thus we may suppose t to be regular.

Let ¢ denote the initial number of r. We are gomg to define a sequence
- S. of subsets of S and a sequence &, of subfamilies of & for every e<g
by transfinite induction on « as follows.

Let S, be an arbitrary subset of S of power =p.

Suppose now that «<¢, and the sets Sz as well as the families Fj are
already defined for g#<e. Put Si=1U S5.

<0t

Now we dlstmgulsh two casesﬁ

(i) F|Sa does not possess property A(q, r),

Gi) & !S‘ possesses property A(q, ).

Let &. be a subfamily of § of power less than g such that &.|Sz does
not possess property A(v), if (i) holds and put F.=0 if (ii) holds. Put
further Se=(F.). Thus the sets S.(0=«<¢) and the families Fu (1=a<g)
are defined. Put . .

Sy=US: and F,—= U F..
alyp a<y :

Now we have S,=p for every «<¢ since p(F)—p and F.<q for
every «, hence Jasp by the assumption q=p*.

Taking into consideration that p*=q>r implies r=p, it follows that
=pr=np :
Thus if for an a<(p (i1) holds then Lemma 2 is proved.
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We have to show that the assumption for every e<¢ (i) holds leads
to a contradiction. In fact we have &,<q, since g=1r<q and q is supposed.
to be regular. Thus by our assumptlon it follows that &, possesses prop-
erty A(v). ' o

It is obvious that (F,)=S,. Therefore there exists a set'X,, X,=S,
such that Xo<v and X, intersécts every element of &F,. ‘But since =1 is
regular there exists an «,<¢ such that X,E 8. Therefore &,|S: possesses
property A(r), and §F,E &, implies that F.,|Ss, possesses property A(r) in
contradiction with the construction of &.,.

Lemma 3. Let & be a family which possesses property A(q,r). Sup-
. pose (@)—t The family & possesses property A(s), provided [t,r, s]*— q.

Proof. Let $* be a set of subsets of S-satisfying conditions a), b), c)
(with p=1). Then one of the elements of §* has to intersect every element
of &, for if not, we can single out corresponding to every element X of §&*
an element f(X) of & in such a way that f(X)n X=0.

Put ' ={f(X)}xe§*- Then & "—3" < q by b) and therefore it possesses
property A(r) in contradiction with c). : '

Theorem 2. Suppose p=N. is singular, q>Nci(@), v =Nci@. Then
[0, 8, t] = ».

Proof. It is enough to prove [No, N1, Netw] — Na. Let & be a
family (with p(F)=N.) which possesses property A(Nci(s1, | Nei@)- Since
the conditions of Lemma 2 hold, we may suppose that (§) = S==N.. There-
fore by Lemma 3 it is enough to see that :

[N, Rer (@), No* = Nei oo+

This may be seen as follows: Let {x,},<o, be a well ordering of S,
‘and let {@r}y<uy,y De a sequence of type wci of ordinal numbers less
than « cofinal with c.

Put S,={x:0<wa,} and 8" ={S,}rcoyy,- It is well known that

a) SyES, S, <N, for every v<mci(a),

b) 8 = Nef(a) < Net (@)1,

c) if YES, Y <N then Y can not be cofinal with S, and therefore
it is contained in one element of §*. ‘

Corollary 4. If q>v, then [p, q, t]— p*.

Proof. It is enough to show that [p, v+, v] — p*. Using Lemma2 and 3
we have to show that [p, t, p*]*—r*. But we have trivially [p, v, p*]'— 2.

Corollaries 1—4 and Theorems 1, 2 give a complete discussion of the
symbol [p, q,v] — 5, for the cases p>q
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In what follows we may suppose p<q and q>t. Theorem 1 shows that
these assumptions do not assure [p,q,t]—t. Using the hypothesis we are
going to prove that the only exception is that given by Theorem 1. First we
prove a theorem which without using the hypothesis can not be proved to
be best possible, but using the hypothesis we can obtain from it all results.

Theorem 3. Suppose q>t with Zp“'<q, then [p, q,t]—r1.

Proof. Put t= >'p. Then we have

vt

(1) ' 2=
vt

and it is enough to prove that [t, t*, 1] —1.

Let & be a family with p(§)=t which possesses property A(t r).

Then by Lemma 2 we may suppose (§)=1 and by Lemma 3 we have
to prove only [t, r, r]*—t*.

Put 8*=[S]' then 8* clearly satisfies conditions a), c) and by (1) it
satisfies condition b) too.

(¥*) Theorem 4. Suppose p<q with q>v, then
g, 1]
except if p=N. is singular, 0= Nes1 and 1> Nci ().

Proof. We have pr’gpr«] if p is regular, or if p is singular, but

r = N, and we have > pv<prr<q if q>p*. The statement of Theorem 4
V<t
follows then from Theorem 3 in both cases.
Theorem 4 with Theorem 1 completes the discussion of the symbol

[p, q,v] =& for the case p<r,q>r.

§ 3.

Lemma 4. [Natn, Navt, Nas1]"— Nary1 where n is finite and e« is
arbitrary.

The proof of Lemma 4 is a slight modification of the proof of BEkNSTElN’s
well known equality
N, =N, Ni=?)

a+n at+n

%) See e. g. A. Tarski, Quelques théorémes sur les alephs, Fundamenta Math, 7
(1925), 1—14. :
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-Thus we may omit the proof. In the same way one can-prove the more

general statement
[slt+u y xa, xa]lk — xrc+u+l

if n is finite and N. is regular.
As a corollary of Lemmas 3, 4 and 5 we obtain the following theorem.

Theorem 5. [Nain, Nasnst, Ra] — Ne if N is regular.

It results that we can obtain all the results concerning the symbol
[, 0, t]— 8 without the hypothesys () prowided p<N..
We have [N., Noi1, Ni] > No by Theorem 1 and

[N, N, RIS

by Theorem 2 and by Corollary 2 respectively. Thus the symbol is completely
discussed without the hypotheses for p=N,.

p=Nos is the first cardinal number for which there remains unsolved
problem if we do not assume the hypothesis. We can not prove
[Notr1, Nog2, Ni] — Ny or at least [Noy1, N2, Ni] — No. ([Now1; Nose, N1] — N o+l
follows from Theorem 5 and [p, p*, No] — Ny follows from Theorem 3, since
Zp‘ = for every cardinal number p.)

Ny

)

Lemma 1 shows that a proof of [Nei1, Nesz, Ni]— N proves
[Nort, N1, NoJ* = Noie, 1. €. such a proof would furnish a proof of  the ‘in-
equality

x:}—’%l é Nmn (Z x\') - 2\ xun-l-
=l
It is well known that this is one of the hopeless unsolved problems of
set theory.
But we can not decide the truth of the above statement even if we
assume this inequality. ' ‘

Probtem 1. Isit true that N34y = 2%-Nopi implies [Noi1, Norz, NiJ—No?

Lemma 1 shows that [p, r, 8]*—q is a necessary condition of [p, q, t] =8
at least in the case p=s=v. The problem whether this condition is suffi-
cient or not remains open if we do not assume the generalized continuum
hypothesis. Lemma 2 shows only that the condition is sufficient for q=p*.

Thus it is not quite obvious that [Nai, Ni, Ni]*— Noss  implies
[Rw s Nosws, RI] — N1 A

The part @) of Lemma 2 shows only that [No:2, N1, Ni]*— Rois implies
{Nor1, Nots, Ni]— Ni. But using the same idea as one uses for the proof of
Lemma 4 it is easy to see that the following theorem is valid: '
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[NzuH; xl;‘xl]*_’xwhwl lmplles that [x:o+u; Nr, sl]*_;&m«)-nﬂ and there"
fore [NoriNi, Ni]*— Nowirt assures the validity of

[“m-i—l y sm+n+1 3y xl] —> NI

Moreover i'_t is easy to see that [Nuei, N1, NiJ = Noiont implies that
[Nos1, Ni, Ni1]*— Nt for a finite n and therefore [Noi1, N1, Ni]* = Norons is
a sufficient condition for the validity of [Nuwt, Nayui1, Ni] = N1 too.

The simplest unsolved probiem here is

- Problem 2. Is the condition [Nuu, Ni, NiJ"— Noswse sufficient for
[smq'-l ) Nm+m+‘_’, &] - )'1?

§ 4.

Let § be a family of non empty sets and t a cardinal number. The
family § is said to possess property B(t) if, for every & && with &' =t,
§' has a subfamily & with §”=1¢ such that the set {} § is not empty.

| FEF”

‘We are going to prove the following ‘ ,

Theorem 6. If the family & with p(d)-—p possesses property B(p),
it possesses property A(p) too.

Proof. If a family F possesses property B(p) then the same holds
for every subfamily of it. It is easy to see that our theorem holds if & =yp.
It follows that a family § satisfying the requirements of Theorem 6 possesses
property A(p*,p) hence it has the property A(p) by Theorem 5, provided
p is regular.

Therefore we may suppose that p is singular p=N. where ¢ is of the
second kind, and cf(«)<e. Let {¢)}i<oy,, De a sequence of type wei of
ordinal numbers less than « cofinal with «. Put S=(§). We may suppose
S = s.a-

Now we define a double sequence {Sy,u}r<wyyy n<ocq OF subsets of S
and a sequence {F,}i=r<ug, Of subfamilies of &, by transfinite induction
on v as follows:

Let Sy be an arbitrary subset of S of power No. Let So= {X;}pcw, be
a well ordering of type w. of the set S, and put S, ,L—{xo 0 < (g } for
every u <eg(a)- :

It is obvious that

(0) So= U Sn " and- S(; =) a, for EVEry U <(cf(a)-

H<Ocf(a)
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Suppose that the sets S,-, S, are already defined for every »'<» < wqi(q
and for every u< e in such a way that
(00) S» =N, Sy= U S», for every »'<», and S, =N, for every

.“'<"’cf(a) .
v'<v and u<oe@.

Put
S:,: U U Sy",u.

: , L T L
Then we have by (0) and (00) :S';;‘.él\‘%,-;\tcf(«)<&u.
If there exists only less than N., elements of & disjoint to S, then &
possesses property A(N.), hence we may assume:
(000) there is an § & & with & = N., such that (§)n S;=0.
Let &, be such a subfamily of & and put
S:}’=(g:1l)o

We have S, =N, and we may suppose S, =Na. Put S, = {X;}rcoyq and
Si = {X; :0< w4} for every u<mee). We have:

(0000) S,= U S, and S, =N, for every U< WDef ()
. F'/(')cf(a)
Thus S,, S,.p and &, are defmed and it is proved that (0000) holds
for every » and o),,—Nu,
Put Soyy= U S and Foypy= U &F.. We have

< 0¢f (a) » (-“’cf(a)
S“’cf(a) = U U S"':IL U ( U U Sy y) = U S ,
"'<("Cf(¢_r) F<“’cf(a) l‘<("ct(a) LR 1 kg <“’cf(a)

and therefore
(3"wcf(u>),=s“’9f(a)= U s

P Oef(a)

On the other hand we have

F v (ay = N

It follows by the assumption that there exists an & & &y, F =N,
such that the set P== (] F is non-empty. '
Fe§”
Suppose xo € P, then x,¢€ (Ff'wd(a)) hence X, €S;, for a 1< wei.
F= U Fng,sinceF Cuu et and & * being N. there exists a 7, = » such
"/“’cf(a .
that ' n &, +0.-

But 7. = Sy, and therefore x, € (§,,)n S5, in contradiction with the con-
struction of &, based upon the indirect hypothesis (000).
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It follows that the famlly possesses property A(Na), q. e. d

Theorem 7. Suppose p==N. is singular and the family F (with
Pp(F)==N.) possesses property B(Nci(a)), then it possesses property A(N.) too.

The proof is an easy modification of the proof of Theorem 6 taking
for &, a subfamily of & of power 1. We may omit the details.

Remarks. 1. The property B(t) is not “monotonic” in any direction.
The fact that & possesses property B(t) implies the same neither for t'<t
nor for t'>t.

2. 1t is easy to see that a family & with p(F)=N. may possess prop-
erty B(t) for every: t=N, different from N, and Ne @ without possessing
property A(N.) as shows the example of the family & which consists of the
complements of the elements of [S]<N= where S is a set of power N..

3. A family & with p(F)=N. may possess property B(t) for every
1= N. without possessing property A(r) for any fixed v <Ne.

In fact let S be a set of power Ne. Let & be the family of the com-
plements of the elements of [S]

It is obvious that- § possesses property B(t) for every t<N. and it
does not possess property A(L)

The fact that it possesses property B(N.) is a corollary of a theorem
of P. ERDOS.?)

(Received October 27, 1959)

4) See P. Erpés, Some remarks on set theory. Ill, Michigan Math. journal, 2 (1953), 55.



