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Report on the Wall-paper in Iwasaki Mansion (I )

Satoko INOKUCHI, Wataru KAWANOBE, Nobuaki KUCHITSU
and Akinori OKAWA*

This paper is a report on the examination of wallpaper discovered in the rooms of the
western-styled house in Iwasaki Mansion. The examination was carried out in order to
clarify the structure of the wallpaper and coloring elements, that is, the methods and the
materials used for the paper.

Iwasaki Mansion was designed by Dr Joshah Conder (1852-1920) and was built around
1896. The western-styled house and the billiard saloon were designated as an Important
Cultural Property in 1966 and the hall of Japanese-styled house was in 1969. The conserva-
tion work has been conducted by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

Eight kinds of wallpaper samples analyzed and four (nos. @, @, @, @) of the eight
were thought to be related to wallpaper called Kinkarakawakami {gilt pseudo-leather paper).

The analysis was carried out with EPMA and X-ray analytical microscope. As the
result of the examination, the wallpaper no.(D can be said as Kinkarakawakami since there
is tin leaf between the paint layers in the sample. On the other hand any metal leaf was not
found in the samples from paper nos. @, @, @.

The fiber of supporting paper of the paper nos. O, @), @), @ was characterized. It was
found that the wallpaper was pasted by two kinds of paper; one in white is the front paper
and the other in gray is the lining attached the front. The result of the characterization
shows that all paper samples include fibers of wood, Kozo {(paper mulberry), Mitsumaia
(Edgeworthia Chrysabtha), and gramineae. Since there are some colored fibers of wood
(wood pulp or chemical pulp) it was considered that the paper was made from used paper.

Concerning the paper ), it was found that there is fakuhon (a rubbing) with the same
pattern in the collection at the Paper Museum, Tokyo. Regarding the paper @ it was found
that there is fakwuhon with the same pattern and a wooden embossing roll at the museum.
Also, Two samples with the same pattern with different colors are found in the sample book
related to Kinkarakawakami at the museum.

% Kochi Prefectural Paper Technology Center



