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FM—1 BEHEEH+ OFiRiE
Fig. 1 Painted lacquer tray unearthed from a Han Dynasty tomb at Mawangdui (dehydrated)
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Fig. 2 Big painted lacquer jar unearthed from a Han Dynasty tomb at Mawangdui
‘ Left: Before dehydration, Right: After dehydration
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Fig. 6 Bamboo-based lacquer spoon unearthed from a Han Dynasty tomb at Mawangdui
Above: Before dehydration, Below: After dehydration and restoration
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Fig. 7 Lacquer game set unearthed from
a Han Dynasty tomb at Mawangdui
Photos A.B.C.: Before dehydration
Photo D.: After dehydration
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Conservation of Waterlogged Lacquerwares
Unearthed in China

Hu JIGAO

The Institute for the Preshrvation
of Antiquities of China

Waterlogged lacquerwares unearthed in China differ in material and workmanship,
and the state of their conservation varies when excavated. Hence, different methods of
dehydration, consolidation and restoration are employed to meet the needs as required
by their specific conditions.

A slow natural drying process is used for those ramie-fabric-based lacquerwares and
hard woodbased lacquerwares with less than 60 % water content. For those with §0-
80 % water content where the slow natural drying process becomes unsuitable, an
alcohol-ether displacement series is used. Broken and degraded lacquerware with a
thick and heavy base and rough lacquer surface can be treated with tert-butyl alcohol
for water displacement, freeze vacuum sublimation procedures for drying, and lacquer

putty mixed with glutinous powder can be used to repair the degraded lacquer coating.



