
     Copyright:      Walking the Tightrope 

No Need to Reinvent the Wheel  
We based our checklist on (and cited)  

those created  and freely shared by Cornell 
University,  Columbia University, and Grand 
Valley State University. Before placing it on 

the website, we passed it by UNE’s legal 
counsel for approval. 

Our Impetus 
Fielding increasing numbers of copyright 
questions at the library without legal 
expertise: 
•Can this go on reserve? 
•Can I distribute this to my students? 
•Can I put this in my presentation? 
•Can I use this in class? 
•Can I digitize this VHS? 
 

Barbara Ingrassia, 
Certified Copyright Consultant 
Photo Courtesy of Worcester Magazine 

Could you use less of 
it than you are 

proposing to use? 

Do you really need to 
use it? 

The Balancing Act 
Users don’t turn the checklist in; they fill it 
out to help determine whether their use is 

fair, and keep it for their records. The 
determination of fair use is made 

 by the user, not the librarian. 
By walking faculty and students through the 

checklist, and referring to it ourselves, we 
help them answer their questions while 

teaching them about copyright. 

http://www.une.edu.une.idm.oclc.org/sites/default/files/FairUseChecklistU
NELibraryServices.pdf or http://tinyurl.com/hpncf78  

Or email me at bkenyon@une.edu and I’ll send you a copy. 

Case Studies 
• Georgia State University (GSU) e-reserves 
case (Cambridge University Press v. Patton) 
• Google Books Scanning (Authors   Guild v. 
Google) 
• + UNE Library scenarios 

TAKEAWAY 
The correct answer to  

copyright questions usually 
begins with “It depends…”  

The Lucky Break 
Librarian Beth Dyer 
entered  the 2015  
NAHSL Scholarship  
raffle and won a  
copyright consultation  
with Barbara Ingrassia. 
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