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from the control which he exercised over access to the
land. According to the Commission on Native Laws and

Customs, for example,

'... the land occupied by a tribe is

regarded theoretically as the property

of the paramount Chief, in relation to

the tribe he is a Trustee holding it for

the people, who occupy and use it, in

subordination to him, on communistic

13

principles.'
The introduction of individual tenure was accordingly

viewed as the most effective way to break-up tribal society

as it attacked its very mainstay - namely - the chieftaincy.

Major Elliot, the Chief Magistrate of Tembuland and Transkei

said as much to the 1898 Select Committee on the Glen Grey
Act. The system of individual tenure, he further believed,
would put an end to war as the 'matives', who had been

forced to follow the Chiefs in the past, would now have

'something at stake' and each man would 'judge for himself.'

14

13 CPP, G 4 - '83, p 40 (emphasis added)

g CPP, A 33 - '98, p 24. On another occasion he told
the Committee that he believed that 'if the titles
of individual lots were general ... the power and

influence of the chiefs would immediately disappear
in toto.' p. 25, The people themselves, according to
him, were in favour of such a development; 'hitherto
they had said "We are the chief's dogs; now that we
have land of our own we need not follow the chief

Blipdliy." * Iwid., p 31.
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