
A STUDY OF JEIHSH IDENTIFICATION Al'lD CONXITMENT IN JOHANNE8BURG 

by 

ALLIE ABRAHB! DUBB, ~!. A. (Rhodes) 

Dissertation submitted in fulfilment of the 

requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

of 

Rhodes University 

1 

I 



DECLARATION 

This dissertation is entirely my QIom, original work, 

and has not been submi tted for a degree in any other 

University. 

Allie Abraham Dubb 

Signature : 

Department of Social Anthropology, 
University.of the Witwatersrand , 
Johannesburg. 

Date: 

I 
I 



DEDICATION 

To my wife, Erika, and my sons, 

Illan, Jonathan, David and Simon , 

and to the memory of 

my este2med and ~ell-loved teacher 

t he late 

James Irving 



- i -

ACKNm{[.EDGE~\E:;:TS 

During the course of a major research undertaking, mail] obligations 

incurr"d for as£istance ·of many kinds to many people·. It is impossible to 

mention everyone and I hope that those who have helped me in one way and 

another, but whom I have failed to mention, will forgive me: my appreciation 

is not the less. 

In the first place I ;Iish to record my gratitude to the late James Irving, 

former Professor of Sociology at Rhodes University, for initial encouragement 

and assistance in planning and executing the fieldwork. To his memor;, I have 

dedicated this 'Iork. 

I record, too, my thanks to Professor Jack Mann, Head of the Department 

of Psychology at the Uni'Jersity of the lVitwatersrand, for the considerable 

help and advice unstintiugly g iven since the inception of fieldwork. lam 

also most grateful to him for accepting the responsibility of supervising thi s 

study after Professor Irving's death. 

Fieldwork and proc"ssing were facilitated by generous grants f,,,m the 

following bodies: The Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, New York; the 

University of the "'itwatersrand, Johannesburg for a University Council Research 

Grant; the South African JeHish Board of Deputies both for a grant from its 

OWll funds, as well as for a Cecil Lyons Scholarship; the South African Zionist 

Federation. To all these InstitutiGns, I am greatly indebted. I am also 

indebted to the University of the "'it'laters rand for the use of comp uting 

fa.cili ti es, which are available free of charge to staff members. 

Hy appreciation is here acknowledged for the encouragement ,md free ti i:le 

glven me by roy succe.ssive superiors, Heads of the Departmen~ of Social 

Anthropology at the University of the Witwatersrand, Professors John Blacking 

and David Hammond-Tooke. 

While tho se who assisted with the intervie~.,ing and, later, with the 

proce3sing h~ve all h ad an i"C!portant role in the research process, I should 

be failing to ShOl'1 due gratitude if some of these people "ere not singl ed 

out for special ·acknowledgerv::nt. I list their names alphabetically: 



- ii 

Brenda Appel , Gail Brittan , Nel l y Lichtens t ein, Harjorie Najodina, Sharon Rafe l, 

Marion-Jill Rubenstein, Ingrid Wauthi e r and Sheila Yuda..!(en. 

I als o wish to thank colleagues Professor Henry Leve r, Department of 

Sociology at the University of Witwaters rand, and Dr.Leslie Helamed, formerly 

of the Dep artmen t of Psychology at the Unive rs i t y of t he Witwate rsrand , f or 

the considerable assistance given me with statistical problems. To Hr. G.Saron, 

Gene ral Secretary of the South African Jewi sh Boar d . of Deputies , and to Hr . Sidr;ey 

Berg, formerly General Secretary of the South African Zionist Federat ion and an 

old and respected friend, my grat itude for constant encouragement and interest, 

and for making available their considerable knol< ledge and experience of South 

African Jewish affairs. 

Last, only because their contributi on has been large ly in the final 

production ph ase of the diss ert at ion, my gratefu l t hanks to Hrs .Arle.ne GU3landi, 

secretary of the Department of Soci al Anthropology at the Univers ity of the 

Witwatersrand, and to my wife Erika f or typing the manuscript. Theirs was 

a time-consuming and exacting job . And finally, my thanks t o good friends 

Hazel Swerdlow fo r proof-reading, and Dr .A .A.Brand for proof-reading as well as 

helping to check tables and calculations. 

Alli E Dubb 



ONE 

TWO 

THREE 

FOUR 

FIVE 

SIX 

SEVEN 

- iii -

TABLE (W CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION 
A. The Aim of the study 
B. The Concept of Jewish Identification 
C. Orientation and Approach 
D. The Locus of the Study 
E. The Plan of the Study 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESES 

METHOD ~lID PROCSDURE 
A. Introduction 
B. Preliminary Int erviews 
C. The Pilot Study 
D. The Attitude Scale 
E. The Final Schedule 

SA}fPLING PROCEDURE 
A. Introduction 
B. Constructing the sample 
C. Locating the sanople 
D. Intervie ... ' Procedure 
E. Processing Procedure and Statistical Analysis 
F. Summary and evaluation 

THE DE!'!OGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF JOHANNESBURG JEWS 
A. Introduction 
B. The Origins and Growth of the Jewish Population 
C. Home Language . 
D. Geographical and Residential Distribution 
E.. Income 
F. Educati on 
G. Occup.:lti on 
H. Summary and conclusion 

THE ATTITUDINAL ASPECT OF JEIHSH IDENTIFICATION 
A. Introduction 
B. Description of the Sub-scales 
C. The Jewish Identification Sub-scales 
D. Tne Relationship between Sub-scale Scores and 

Demogra?hic and other Variables 
a. Sex 
b. Age 
c. General Education 
d. Generatio~ 
e. Synagogue Affiliation 
f. Jewish Education Standard and Source 

E. Conclusions 

SOCIAL RELATIONS 
A. Introduction 
B. The Institutional Frar.te,.,ork 
C. Synagogue Affiliation 
D. Associational Affiliation and Participation 
E. Informa l Social Relations 
F. The Dilemma of Jewish Exclusiveness 
G. Conclusions 

1 
1 
3 
8 
9 
9 

11 

16 
16 
16 
17 
20 
22 

38 
38 
38 
44 
48 
51 
53 

54 
54 
54 
57 
58 
60 
64 
67 
71 

73 
7J 
84 
87 

94 
94 
95 
99 

102 
105 
108 
110 

114 
114 
114 
117 
120 
128 
132 
144 



EIGHT 

NINE 

TEN 

ELEVEN 

APPENDIX A 

APPENDIX B 

APPENDIX C 

APPENDIX D 

APPENDIX E 

- iv -

TABLE OF CONTENTS (cont.) 

. TEtE . CU'LTURH DHlENSION 
A. The 321<S as a South African Sub-cul ture 
B. Non-traditional Cultu;:e Traits and Je"ish 

Identification 
C. The Transmission of Je,,,ish Traditional Culture: 

Jewish Education and Jewish Identification 
D. Je"s as a Moral Community 
E. Conclusions 

RELIGION 
A. Introduction 
B. The Measurement of Religious Beliefs and Action 

146 
146 

165 

166 
175 
185 

188 
188 

Tendencies 190 
C. Religious Behaviour: the Observance of Mitzvoth 194 
D. Religious beliefs 213 
E. · Differences between Jews affiliated to Orthodox 

and Refollm Congregations 
F. . Conclusions 

OTHER FINDINGS 

217 
220 

224 
A, Introduction 22/+ 
B. Zionism 224 
C. Anti semi tism and self-hatred 225 
D. Jewish survival ~~d the parent-child relationship 230 
E. Intermarriage and Jewish survival 231 
F. Attitude to South Africa 245 
G. Omissions 253 
H. Conclusions 251, 

CONCLUSION 
A. Introduction 
B. Testing the First Four Hypotheses 
C. The Fifth Hypothesis: The Boundaries of the 

Jewish Community 
D. The Fate of the Five Hypotheses: a Summar! 
E. Some Theoretical Implications of the Hypotheses 
F. Some Inadequacies of the Present Stuay, Suggestions 

for Further Research, and a Note on Practical 
Implications 

llnllRVIEW SCHEDULE 

CODING KEY 

INTERVIEIVERS' INSTRUCTIONS 

GLOSSARY 

ADl)ITIONAL TABLES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

255 
255 
255 

260 
264 
265 

274 

I 



3.1 

4.1 

4.2 

4 . 3 

4 . 4 

4.5 

4.6 

5.1 

5.2 

5 . 3 

5 .. 4 

5.5 

5 . 6 

5.7 

5.8 

5.9 

5.10 

5.11 

5.12 

5.13 

5 . 14 

5.15 

- v -

LIST OF TABLES 

Selection of Items for Attitude Scale - !.living' Pilot 
and Final Schedule Items, Sub-scales, Item order on 
Schedules and Discriminative Powers 

Age Distribution of Jews in the Transvaal Urban Areas 
. X Sex 

Jewish Population of Johannesburg according to Area of 
Residence and Sex 

Sample of Johannesburg Jewish Population according 
to Area of Residence and Sex 

Final Distribution of Sample X Sex , Age and Area of 
Residence 

Number of Interviews per Interviewer X Sex of Intervie"er 

Number of Calls made by IntervieHers with Details of 
those which "ere unsuccessful 

Growth of Jewish Population oE South Africa: 1880-1960 

Place of Birth X Age: 1968 Sample Survey 

Home Languages of .Johannesburg Jews i n 1968 compared with 
those of their Parents 

J ewish Population: Province X Urban/Rural, 1936 and 1960 

Je'" ish Population of Major Cities: 1936 and 1960 

1968 Sample of Johannesburg Je>Js: Income of Nales 1n 
Rands per Annum 

Income in Rands per Annum: White Males i n Selected 
Suburbs, White Hales in Whole Johannesburg - 1960 
Sample Census 

Educational Standard: lfuites in Selected Suburbs, Whites 
in Whole Johannesburg, and Sample of Johannesburg Jevls -
Nales 

Educational Standard: Wnites in Selected Suburbs, Whites 
in Whole Johannesb urg, and Sample of Johannesburg 
Jews - Females 

1968 Sample of Johannesburg Je,·,s: Sex X Education 

1968 Sample of Johannesburg Jews: Age X Education 

1968 Sample of Johannesburg Jews: Generation X Education 

Occupati on: Transvaal ''hi te Hales, Transvaal Je,,,ish Male.s 

Occupati on: }1hites in Selected Suburbs) 1Vhites in Whole 
Johannesburg, and Sample of Johannesburg Jews - Males 

1968 Sample: Johannesburg Jewish Males' Occupations X 
their Fathers' Occupations 

23 

40 

42 

43 

47 

50 

50 

56 

56 

58 

59 

59 

63 

63 

65 

65 

66 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 



6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9.1 

6 .9 .2 

6.9.3 

6.9.4 

6.9.5 

6.lD.1 

6.10.2 

6.10.3 

6.10.4 

6.11.1 

6.11.2 

6.11. 3 

6.11.4 

6.12.1 

6.12.2 

6.12.3 

6.12.4 

6.12.5 

6.13 

6.14 

7.1 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7.5 

vi-

LIST OF TABLES (cont .) 

Attitude Scale Items arranged in Sub-scales, showing 
Frequency Distributions, Means, Standard Deviations, 
Discriminative Powers and Significance of D.P.'s 

Distribution of Sub-scale Scores: Frequencies, 
Percentages, Means, Median and Standard Deviations 

Sub-scal e Totals: Rotated Factor Matrix 

High D.P. Jewish Identification Attitude Scale Items: 
Rotated Factor Mat rix 

Product~moment Correlation Co-efficients between 
Attitude Sub-scales 

Partial Correlations between Attitude Sub-scales 

Items comprising six Jewish Identification Seto-scales: 
arranged according to Dir.;ctiori and Degree of Skewing 
of Distribution of Scores 

Sex X Social Relations 

Age X Religious Beliefs 

Age X Religious Conservatism 

Age X Ethnocentri sm 

A~e X Zionism 

Age X lmtisem tism 

General Education X Social Relations 

General Education X Religious Beliefs 

General Education X Religious Conservatism 

General Education X Antisemitism 

Generation X Religious Beliefs 

Generation X Religious Conservatism 

Gene.ration X Zionism 

Generation X Antisemitism 

Synagogue Affiliation X Social Relations 

Synagogue Affiliation X Religious Beliefs 

Synagogue Affiliation X Religious Conservatism 

Synagogue Affi liation X Ethnocentrism 

Synagogue Affiliation X Zionism 

Je,,,ish Education Standard X Religious Conservatism 

Jewish Education Source X Re,1igious Beliefs 

Responses to Statement: "It is essential to be a 
member of a synagogue". Percentages 

Synagogue Affiliation 

Synago gue At tendance 

Synagogue Affiliation X Attitude and Self-rating 
Scales: c!edian Test 

Contributions to Philanthropies 

74 

77 

82 

83 

88 

90 

92 

94 

97 

97 

98 

98 

99 

100 

101 

101 

102 

103 

103 

lOl> 

104 

105 

106 

106 

107 

107 

109 

109 

118 

118 

119 

122 

122 



7 .6 

7.7 

7.8 

7.9 

7.10 

7.11 

7.12 

7.13 

7.14 

7.15 

7.16 

7.17 

8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

8.5 

8.6 

8.7 
o 1 
/ .. 

- vii -

LIST OF TrulLES (cant.) 

Affiliation to and Partici·pat~on in Zionist Associations 

Associational Parti~ipation: 
Ethnicity of Membership 

Associational Participation: 

Associational Participation: 
Associations X Hembership X 

Type of Association X 

Hembership X Sex 

Sport and non-Sport 
Sex 

Responses to Statements: "I feel more at h'ome Ii ving 
in a Jewi1:?h ne i ghbourhood", and HI feel more at home 
",,,ong Jews than a'1long non-Jews". Percentages 

Close Friends and Acquaintances 

Busines s Associat:es 

Employment of Jewish Employees 

Responses to Statements: "In general, 1 prefer to shop 
at Jewish-mm ed stores", and "I would rather a Jewish 
attorney or accountant handle my affairs than a 
non-Jew ll

• Percentages 

Responses to Statement: "The Jewish group would get along 
a lot better if many Jews ~7ere not so clannish". 
Percentages 

Responses to Statements: "Jews should join mixed clubs 
in preference to Jewish ones ", and ':Antisemitism is 
diIected more against Jews with obvicus Jewish ways 
and mannerisms than against the more South Africanized 

Perc.entages 

Social Relations Attitude Scale Scores X Behavioural 
Variables: Medi an Test 

Frequency of Responses to the Question: "In what ways, 
would you say, do Johannesb urg Jews resemb le one 
another and differ from non-Jews?" (Arranged i n 
'decr"asing ord"r of frequency) 

Frequency of Responses to the Question: HIn what 
ways would you say that you res elPble other Jews 
and differ f rom non-Jews?" 

Standard ,of Je,7ish Education 1n 1968 Sample of 
Johannesburg Jows 

Source of Jewish Education in 1968 Samp le of Johannesburg 
Jews 

R?,spons es on Self-rating Scale: "1 am a person 'with a 
strong feeling of being Jewish/no feeling of being 
Jewish" X Standard of Jewish Education: Median Test 

Responses on Self-rating Seale: III am a person with 
a strong feeling of being Je'.ish/no feeling of being 
JeT.vish" X Source of Jewish Education: Median Test 

Responses to the Question: "'VThat is a good Je'tv?" 

Kash ruth (dietary la1<s) Observance 

, 

123 

125 

126 

127 

129 

129 

130 

131 

l31 

141 

14l 

143 

156 

158 

170 

171 

173 

174 

179 

196 

I 



9.2 

9.3 

9.4 

9.5 

9.6 

9.7 

9.8 

9.9 

9.10 

9. II 

9.12 

9.13 

9.14 

9.15 

10 . 1 

10.2 

10.3 

10.4 

10.5 

10.6 

10.7 

10.8 

10.9 

viii 

LIST OF TABLE S (cant.) 

Reasons for Kashruth ObservCi:TIce. Percentages 

Obser/ance of Kashruth X Reasons fer Observance 

Private Mitzvoth Observance 

Public Nitzv,oth Observance 

Observance of New Year and Day of Atonement X 
Self-rating Scale: "I am a person with a strong 
feeling of being Jewish/no feeling of being Jewish": 
Median Test 

Home and Family Mitzvoth ·Observance 

Observance of )-li tzvoth X Religious Beliefs and 
Religious Conservatism Atti tude Sub-scales 

Patten1S of Observance: Proportion of Respo!ldents 
Observing Eight Selected Nitzvoth who ·also Observe 
Other Mitzvoth 

Correlation Hatrix for Ten Nitzvoth 

Observance of Ten Hi tzvoth: Rotated Factor Matrix 

Religious Beliefs Attitude Sub~scale: Percentage 
Frequencies, Means and Standard Dev.Lations 

Religious Conservatism Attitude Sub-scale: 
Percentage Frequencies, Means and Stancla.rd Deviations 

Self-rating Scales on the Religi.ous Dimension: "A 
very observant/completely non-observant J cv!1f X "A 
very religious/a completely irreligious person": 
Hedian Test 

Synagogue Affiliation (Orthodox - Reform) X 
Biographical and Behavioural Variables and Self­
rating scales: Chi-square Test 

Antisemitism Sub-scale : Percentage Frequencies, Means, 
and Standard Deviations 

Responses to Question: "Do you think t~at the behaviour 
of Jews contributes to the spread of antisemi tism?1! 
and if s·o, "hThat in the behaviour of JE.WS contributes 
tOvlards antisemitism?" 

Cross-tabulation of Responses to Questions: HIn vlhat 
ways, would you say, do Johannesburg Jews resemble 
one another and differ from non-Jews?" X "In what 
ways v70uld you say t ha t you resemble other Jews and 
differ from non-Je1-ls?Tf 

Desire of Parents that unmarried Children bring up 
their Children as Je<?s 

Desire of Parents that unmarried Childrer, obse!."Ve 
Jewish Customs In thei r m.,.-n Homes 

· Jewish Education of School-going Children 

Sabbath Observance by School-going Children 

Holy Day Observance by School-going .Chi Idren 

Intermarriage among Close Relatives of Respondents 

r 

196 

197 

201 

202 

20/t 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

215 

216 

217 

219 

227 

228 

229 

237 

237 

238 

238 

239 

240 



10.10 

10.11 

10.12 

10.13 

10.14 

10.15 

10.16 

10.17 

10.18 

APPENDIX E 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

10 

11 

19 

20 

22 

25 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

51 

- ix -

Intermarriage and Conversion: Respondents and Married 
Children 

Attitudes to Intermarriage 

Attitudes of Parents of Teenage Children to their 
possible Intermarriage 

Attitudes of Parents of Teenage Children to their 
having Gentile Friends 

South African Politics Sub-scal,,: Percentage 
Frequencies, Heans, and Star..dard Deviations 

Insecuri ty in South Africa Sub-Scale: Percentage 
Frequencies, Means, and Standard Deviations 

Political Party Allegiance 

Shou~d Jews avoid Participation 1n Politics 

Intention to Remain in South Africa 

Length of Residence in Johannesburg 

Reasons for coming to live in the Area/Advantages 
of the Area in which Respondent resides 

What Respondent dislikes about Area of Residence/ 
Disadvantages of Area 

First Patrilineal Relative to come to South Africa 

First Patrilineal Relative to come to South Africa and 
First Patriline.al Relative born in South Africa 

Marital Status 

Children 

Comparison between Respondent's and Parents' 
Observance of Kashruth 

Comparison betwe en Respondent ' s and Parents 1 

Observance of Hi tzvoth in general 

Changes in Extent of Respondent' sObs ervance 

position in Synagogue 

Synagogue Acti vi ties apart from Services 

Ability to follow Synagogue. Servic"s 

Ability to re8d and underst and Prayer Bock 

vihether Respondent subscribes to and reads Jewish­
interest Nelifspapers 

Extent to which Respondent reads Jewish-interest Books 

How frequently Respondent attends Lectures on Jewish 
Topics 

Disbu.rsement of Hypothetical R500 to Charity 

241 

242 

243 

244 

248 

249 

250 

251 

252 

E-l 

E-l 

E-1 

E-2 

E-2. 

E-3 

E-3 

E-3 

E-3 

E.·-4 

E-4 

E-4 

E-5 

E-5 

E-3 

E-6 

E-6 

B-7 



S.l 

5. II 

6.1 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

- x -

LIST OF FIGURES 

Propol: tion of Je"s t o Total Whi t e Population 
of each Johannesburg Suburb according to 
1960 Census 

Proportion of Jm,s in each Suburb to Total 
Johannesburg Jewish Population according to 
1960 Census 

Percentaee Frequency Distribution Curves of 
Attitude Sub- scales . 

LIST or PLATES 

Tzitzith or fringed undergar~ment 

Tefillin or Phylacteries 

Boy (over Barmitzvah) 'l aying' tefil lin 

Table s e t fo r Sabbath (Dr f es tival) evening meal 

Reciting the kiddush for Sabbath ( Dr a fe s tival) 

Hezuza.!:. phial and parc.i1ment 

Li ghting the Channaka candles 

61 

62 

78 

19la 

19la 

191b 

193 a 

193a 

193b 

193b 



SYNOPSIS 

A STUDY OF JEIHSH IDENTIFICATION AND CO>:C!ITNENT TN JOHANNESBURG 

A DISSERTATIO:<f BY 

ALLIE ABRAP",'! DUBB 

The prasent s tudy is an investigation of the nature and extent cf Jewi sh 

identification and corr~treent in t he Johannesburg Jewish COIT~unity. J ewish 

identifica ti on is define d a.s the atti t udes and behaviour through "hieh Jews 

express t heir identity with each othe r and ,,,ith the Jet, is!1 group. It is 

conceived as comp ri s ing several di mensions - structural, cultural, religious, 

etc . - each of "'hieh may be assessed· in t erms of at t i tudes and / or behaviour . 

The aim of the study is, in the first place to describe H,e various dimensions 

of J~\:ish identification and to dis cove r relati ons betl\Teen them, and between 

them and other variab les . . 
Fieldwork cons i s t ed in the admini stration of a s chedule, las ting abou t 

an hour, by trained intervi et;.;e rs to a quota samp l e of Johannesburg Je\>:rs . The 

schedule comprised questions relating to behaviour, atl:itCldzs and personal 

particulars. These data 't .. ~ere augmented by several int ensi ve intervie~Js and 

by intervievlers! observations. The final samp l e consiste d of 2 86 men cmd 

~.,omen, in almost equal proportions, who had answered affi rrrta tively tne initial 

q-;Jestion, "Arc you Je.vTish?" 

Five hypotheses were postulated, mainly on the basis of the findings of 

several previous studies in the Uni t ed States. Briefly, it was pes tulat~d: 

firstly, that J et,·s would tend to identify through their attitudes to a g rea ter 

ext ent than through actual b2haviour; secondly) that the area in y;hich ident.i.£icatic, 

on the beh2vioura.l l evel was most likely t o he manifested, Has in patterns of 

social re lat ions ; thi rd ly, that observance of re l.i giou3 ri tuals was primari ly 

2. manifestation of identification rather th2n rel i gious comIni t ment ; four thly._ 

th at there was some conflict between th'" desire to maintain t he group and the 

feclir:. g th:.:lt ba rriers between ethnic groups shou l d be minima l; and, finally , 

th at thB bO llndari;::s of the .]~t.v ish community could be defined most adequG.te ly 

in te""r:lS of th ·~ relevance of cDilmnmity membe rship to the allocation o f r o le:::) 

r athe!' than in cultural terlllS . The fi rst hy po t hesis had t o be partially 

rE!jected; the remaini.ng fou r ~lere confirmed by the data. 

The study comprises eleven Chapters: in the first four, th" problem is 

defined) hypotheses stated 2nd research and sampling Ti!ethods discussed; in 

Chapter Fi ve , t he den:ographic backgr'ound l .S described , an d in Chapters Six 1:0 

Ten the findings relating to the various dimensiDns are presEnted) and the 

hyp otheses t ested. In the final Chapter , the hypotheses and various srecific 

find ings ~1 re discussed in relation to their t.,ider theorc!:i.cal irr:plic.8tions, :lS 

\.;ell as to their pcssibilities for fu rther research and pract i ca:' <lpplicud.ons . 



A. The Aim of the Study 

- 1 -

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

In the last official population census of the Republic of South Africa, 

114,762 people returned 'Jewish' as their religion. Yet many of these were 

not even formally affiliated to any Jewish religious associations, and seme, 

conceivably, were agnostics or atheists. However, 'Jewish', to Je',.;rs as well 

as to many non-Jews, does not only, or necessarily, in~ly religious adherence 

though what exactly it does mean has defied precise definition. Jews 

have thus been described as a race, a nation, a people, a religious denoI!lination, 

a social group and a sub-culture. With t he exception of a race, they may , in 

fact, be all or any of these: certainly Jel';s share an awareness of a common 

history; tradi tion, and yearning for a national home, and in the sense thae this 

anart!ness is e>...--pressed in sentiment and in some degree of corporateness, one 

may speak of a 'Jewish community'. 

In its fullest expression, the Jewish community reached its ze tlith in 

Eas tern Europe . In those countries, from which the forebears of the m2jority 

of contemporary South African J ews came, a l arge proportion of Je>7s, until 

the firs t World War and even later, lived in virtually autonomous and cuI tural.ly 

isolated communities in either urban ghettoes or rural shte tlach (villages). 

The synagogue cum house of study was the centre of their intellectual, social 

connmmity and religious lives, and the religious authorities were the focus of 

1 (,l'fN' and orcle r . For many, perhaps most, th~re was little or no conflict 

bet'\veen f Jewish I life and the 'world t : the '·lOrld was a Jewish one. For most, 

too, education was confined to the study of Bible and other holy boo>;.s in 

community schools. Even those "'ho came from the larger ci ties, and had the 

benefit of a secular education, had, for the most part, received this in Jewish 

schools often through the medium of Hebrew. Many of these Eastern European 

Jews could not even spe 3k the languages of their countries of origin, but 

spo'(e only Yiddish. 
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For these Jews, then, being Jewish implied a combina~ion of 

characteristics including descent, observance of Jewish religious ritual, 

ethnic pride, common language and recognition of a common system of values. 

This complex of traits retained its integrity largely as a consequence of the 

physical and intellectual separation of the Jew from the non-Jewish world 

around him. Jewish immigrants to South Africa, however, were not confined 

within the walls of the ghetto or the boundaries of the shtet1, but had to 

learn to live and work in a gentile world. From the outset they enjoyed full 

citizenship rights while .they were spared the grosser forms of antisemitic 

expression. Over the years, and with each successive locally-born generation, 

they have become highly acculturated and increasingly integrated into the sodal, 

cultural, economic and political life of the country. At the same time, South 

African Jews have created and maintain a highly-organized network of associations, 

at both local. and country-wide levels, to meet religious, cultural, social, 

welfare and re.creational needs. 

The South African Jewish community is embedded in the wider one of white, 

mainly English-speaking South Africa in a way in which Eastern European Jews 

were not, and the individual may decide for himself the nature and extent of 

his Jewish involvement. In South Africa, then, 'being Jewish' varies ",ithin 

lvide limi ts: it may be little more than an accident of birth, minimally 

affecting a person's behaviour; it may be expressed primarily in support 

of Jewish institutions and philanthropies; or it may have much the same 

connotations as it had in Eastern Europe. 

What being Jewish means in the South African context and, more specifically, 

in Johannesburg, is the problem to which the present study is addressed. Its aim. 

is to distinguish the various elements of Jewishness, and to discover the manner 

ln "'hich they find expression among those who regard themselves as Jews. It is a 

study of identifi cation: that is, of the behaviour, sentiments, beliefs, val'Jes 

and attitudes "hich derive from, and express identity ,.,ith, the Jewish group, its 

culture, relibion and peoplehood. 



- 3 -

/ 

B. The Concept of Jet,ish Ident:i,fication 

In a letter to a Jewish lodge in which he discusses his relationship to 

Jewry, Freud acknowledges a "Heimlichkeit der gleichen inneren Konstruktion", 

translated by Erikson (1965, p. 273) as "the secret familiarity of identical 

psycbological construction". Erikson himself (1965, p. 252) defines identity 

in terms of "sameness and continuities" and group identity (1960, p. 38) 

as "the identity of something in the individual's core with an essential aspect 

of a group f s inne r coherence 11 • Kurt Lewin (1951, p. 147) expresses much the 

same idea as "the feeling of loyalty or belongingness". Identification, on 

the other hand, is the expression of identi ty through behaviour, attitudes or 

both. Thus Krech, et al. (1962, p. 134) define identification as "the process 

of modelling oneself after another individual or group. Through identification 

the individual comes to incorporate the attributes of the other individual or 

group, and to display similar behaviour". Since identity refers to some kind 

of inner state, it can probably be studied (if at ael) only by the slow and 

painstaking methods of psycho-analysis . On the other hand, identification 

may be studied directly by means of observation and interviet·,. It is probab ly 

for this reason that re.searcb into the meaning of being Jewish has, for the most 

part, been limited to studies of identification rather than identity.l 

1. Herman (1970b), in a study of Israeli students, explicitly focusses on the 
problem of identity. He claims that studies of Jewish identifica tion have been 
concerned wi th "the degree to which Jews "hen exposed to the inffu', nces of 
the majority culture, either to its allurement , or to the forces of rejection 
accept their membership in their minori ty group or prefer affiliation ,,,ith th" 
majority, and, furthermore, whether their attitudes and behaviour are dete ·rmine:d 
by the Jewish group or whether they turn to the majority as a source of reference. 
Only a few studies go beyond this to a.nalyse v,1hat being Jewish means, what kind of 
Je;r and what kind of Je",ishness develop in the non-Jewi sh majority culture" (pp.10-ll). 
He sees his Otom study to be of this latter type, and defines Je"ish identity, 
depending on the context, to mean either" (1) the pattern of attributes of the ethni.c 
group as seen by its members, i. e. what ·1 being J e\o.Tish 1 is Eeen by the'm to mean, or 
(2) the reflection in the individual of these attributes, i.e. how the indivi chlal 
sees himself by virtue of his memb ership of the et.hnic group" (p.14). Neither Htrman' 
concept of identity nor the ~ethods he uses to measure it, differ much, if a t all, 
from those of the more 'limited' studies to which he refers. Herman, like others, 
is gathering opinions and attitudes about J ewishnes s on the basis of 'lilich he makes 
inferences about hi s respondents' identity. Hmvever, he is~ we feel no clos~r to 
an underst anding of the meaning of being Jewish in relation to other es~ects of an 
individual's identity since this, as we have already suggested, probably requires the 

employment of psycho-analytic techniques. 
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The first task, then, is to define the dimensions of Jewish identification. 

This definition proceeds from a prior model of what Jewishness is. From one 

point of view, this model is a representation of a maximally-identifying Jew, 

while from another it provides a definition of Jewishness in terms of its various 

components. Taking first the repres entational aspect of the model, the 

:follo"'ing is a d!>scription of a Jew who approaches ideal maximal identification 

a description which may well fit some South African Jews, but which would 

represent neither the majority nor the average. 

He would be a man born of Jewish parents, brought up in the kind 

of home which he himself is now replicating. He has had the 

benefit of formal instruction, at a school maintained by the 

community, in Jewish religious belief, law and custom, in 

Bible and other holy books, in Jewish history, and in Hebrew 

language. Also, as a child, he was a member of one of the 

several Israel-centred scouting-type Zionist youth movements. 

Since his Barmitzvah (reli gious confirmation at 13 years of age), 

he has put on his tefillin
2 

each day at morning prayers, he 

attends synagogue regularly on Sabbath and Festivals and, 

where possible, on week-days too. He observes the la"Ts of 

kashruth (dietary laws prescribing permissible and forbidden foods) 

and is careful to wash his hands, recite blessings or say grace when 

appropriat e . On Sabbath and Festivals, he refrains from work, 

does not ride, carry money, smoke, write or, as the occasion 

demands, permit his wife to cook. 

2 . Unavoidably , several Hebre,. and Yiddish terms are used in this study. 
Where possible they will be explained i n the text, otherwise in footnotes. 
However, in addi tion , a glossary of these t.enus i s provided in Appendix D, 
as well as several photographs. Tefill in (phylacteries) are l-l) inch 
hollow leather cubes containing certain biblical passages written on parchment. 
These are strapped onto the left ar m "nd forche"d by means of leather thong's 
by males over the age of 13, each day except Sabbath , during the morning prayer. 

I 
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Apart from his religious commitment and observance, he 

belongs to a congregation (i. e. he is a member of a particular 

synagogue), participates in its activities and supports it 

financially. He also sends his children to a Jewi sh Day School,3 

to an afternoon cheder40r in some other way ensures that they 

receive a Jewish education. In addition he belongs to such 

associations as the Chevrah Kadisha (Jewish burial society and 

philanthropic association) and is active in some either as a 

committee member or as a fund-raiser. He is also a member of 

a Zionist society, and, perhaps, of a Jewish country club. 

He attends various cultural, fundraising and social events, as 

well as general meetings of various communal organizations. 

He contributes generously to local Jewish charities and institutions 

serving the community, and to the Israeli United Appeal. He 

has visited, or intends to visit Israel and encourages his 

children's Zionist commitment. He follows the news about Israel, 

as well as other events of Jewish interest, in the weekly Jewish 

press. 

He is. proud to be a Jew, and feels that Jews, are, on the whole, 

more tolerant, more sensitive, more warm , more sincere, more hon~s t and 

more trustworthy than non-Jews. They are also good citizens, have 

rallied in time of war and figure prominent l y in pub lic affairs . 

He believes that Jewish parents are more concerned about the present 

and future welfare of their children, and that Jewish family life is 

3. Jewish day schools, which have been established throughout the Republic, 
are private schools, doing the norma.l government school curriculum, but including 
Hebrew and Jewish studies as part of the daily school programme. See Chapters 
on Social Relations and Culture. 

4. The cheder or talmud t orah is an afternoon school , of tan run by local Jewish 
communities, which provides instruction after normal secular school hours in 
Hebrew and Jewish studies. See Chapters on Social Relations a:-.d Culture. 
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characterized by great affection, intimacy and closeness. 

These Jewish characteristics, he believes, are the . product of the 

Jewish religion and the harsh historical experience of the 

Jewish people. 

Because of his commitment to the community and to the values which 

he believes are epitomized by his fellm,-Jews, it is not surprising 

that his home is within walking distance of the synagogue and in 

an area where other Jews live. It is also to be expected that 

perhaps all his closest friends are Je,vs and that a large proportion 

of his other friends and acquaintances are, too. This does not 

mean that he has nothing to do with non-Jews or that he would not 

belong to any non- Jewish organizations, but simply that he prefers 

to be among 3ews and feels more at home with them. For the 

same reason his doctor, la~~er and accountant, all of whose services 

imply a degree of intimacy, are most likely to be Jews. 

Yet despite a high degree of identification on many dimensions, it 

is probably unlikely that this man could be recognized · as a Jew in 

the course of going about his daily activities. In dress, In 

speech, in mannerisms, in occupation he is simply a white, 

prooably English-speaking, South African and overt expreSSlons 
/ 

of his Jewishness are confined to certain situations and spheres 

of activity. 

The other side of the model is simply a categorical presentation of the 

behaviour and attitudes just described. Drawing on the numerous attempts to 

define the dimensions of Jewishness and 'Je"ic;h identification, but ln particul&r 

those of Geismar (1954) and Sklare (1955), the follo;,ing breakdo,m is suggested: 

(a) Religious This dimension is conce rned v:i th Judaism as a rel igion and 

includes beliefs, observance of religious rituals and ceremonies, religious 

education, sabbath and holy-day observance, worship and synagogue attendance, 

and problems relating to the "Orthodoxll and "Reform" movements . 
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(b) Ethical and Horal Arising, to an important extent , out of religious 

Judaism, this dimension relates t o values underlying both behaviour and attitudes. 

It has been separated from the reli gious dimens ion since it is possible to 

accept moral and ethical rules while at the same time rejecting their religious 

connotations a 

(c) Zionist This involves ideological and sentimental tie s with Israel 

as a Jewish national home, Israel-oriented philanthropic activi ty, participation 

in Zionist organis ations , pro-Israel attitudes in the international political 

arena, desire to se ttle (or for children to settle) in Israel. 

(d) Informa l Social This di.mension is concerned wi th the feeling of 

'belonging' to the Jewish community, and of being 'more at home ' among Jews. 

It includes both preferences for, as well as actual patterns of association 

with, Jews as against non-Jews. It may involve a feeling of solidarity with 

other Jews both at home and throughout the world. 

(e) Cultural This is a residual category, rather than an inclusive one. 

I t ref-ers to the extent and nature of Jewish educat i on and knowledge , perticipation 

in formal cultural activities, knowledge and use of Yiddish and Hebrew, preference 

for Jewish folkways and mores, ettachment to Jewish symbols. It also includes 

cultural forms which, though not traditional, are r egarded as being 

characteristically Jellish in a particular setting 

life, ge.stures, patterns of speech. 

habits of dress, style of 

(f) Structural This is concerned with participation 1n organized c~mmuni ty 

life. 

(g) Ethnocentrism This category includes a number of diverse ele:uents 

such as belief in Jewish superiority, strong preference for r emaining within the 

fold, and the belief in Jewish survival. An important measure of J e"vish 

ethnocentrism is the prevailing pattern of attitudeS to intermarriage. 
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(h) Defensive ·or Reactive 1~is may be regarded as minimal or residual ! 
I 

identification. There is little positive identification it is the acknowledge-

ment of being Jewish because of the belief in, or experience of, gentile rejection 
I 

of Jews. It may be expressed in anti-gentilism and/or a strong desire to combat 

antisemitism. 

(i) Negative Like the previous dimension, negative identification may be 

a reaction to antisemitism. However, rather than resulting 1n anti-gentilism, 

a Jew may develop antisemitic sentiments. Lewin's concept of self-hatred 

(1948, p. 186 ff.) is an aspect of this. 

It is, then, 111 terms of this model that the enqu1ry has proceeded. It 

provides, as will be seen, the point of departure for the questions asked about 

Johannesburg Jews and the hypotheses postulated, while at the same time supplying 

the basic elements from which the research instrument itself was constructed. 

C. Orientation and Approach 

In the sense that this is a study of patterns of identification exhibited 

by members of a group, rather than one of the meaning of group identity for t2e 

individual, the orientation of t his investigation is sociological rather than 

psychological. As such, there are two possible "ays of approaching the problem. 

The first involves no assumptions about the nature of Jewishness: it attempts 

to establish, purely empirically, the characteristics of Jews and the patter!'.s 

of identification with the Jewish group. This approach is esseTltially that of 

the anthropologist working in an alien culture. Although it may be feasible for 

one who has had little experience of Jews and their 'day of life, "nd might yield 

interesting insights into non-traditionai. aspects of their behaviour, it has not, 

as far as the author is atvare, been. used in a;lY exis ting studies. The re.asons are 

simple: most, possibly all, have been carried out by Jews whose interest in 

the problem of Jewish identification has frequently arisen out of their own 

subje.ctive experiences. The second approach, then, begins from a prior model 

of Jet"ishness and of maximal Je.wish identification i,·]hich, 2S has already been dcne, 
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must be defined as fully and as preci sely as possible. On the basis of such 

a definition it becomes possible to utilize the more formal techniques of 

structured interviews, based on prepared schedules and administered to large 

samples. 

In adopting this approach, the present study may lack the depth and 

freshness of participant observation hut it does have the advantages of 

providing a broad picture of the Jewish community as a whole, as well as of 

permitting a degree of valid generalization. 

D. The Locus of the Study 

The study was limited to the Jewish community of Johannesburg since, in 

the first place, the author lives in that city and since neither the time nor 

the funds were available to extend the investigation . Nevertheless, even if 

Johanne·sburg Jews ar e atypical, as they may we ll be in certain respects, they 

are of considerable interest per se since they account for almost half 

57,806 of the total Jewish population of South Africa. Furthermore, they 

compris e 14% of local "hites 3.75% for the Republic as a whole and, 

while maintaining numerous and varied conrrnunal institutions of the ir mm, play 

a significant role in every aspect of the life of the city. The finnings 

are based on the responses to a questionnaire, of a samp le of 283 anult 

Johannesburg Jews. 

E. The Plan of the Study 

Broadly speaking, the study may be divided into several sections: Chapters 

One and Two are introductory; in Chapters Three and Four method, procedure and 

sampling are discussed; the demographic background is presented in Chapter 

Five; the findings, as they relate to the various dimensions of Jewish 

identification, are presented in Chapters Six to Ten; and the whole is dralffi 

together in the concluding Chapter. The Appendices comprise the questionnaire, 

coding key, instructions to i nterviewers, a glossa.ry, tables and photographs. 
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In the first two Chapters, including the present one, the nature of the 

problem is discussed, the scope of the ptudy defined, and the specific questions 

and hypotheses which directed enquiry, are set out. This statement of scope 

and aim is followed by a discussion, in Chapter Three, of the way in which 

concepts and problems were operationalized and of the proce,dures followed in 

constructing, administering and processing schedules. Chapter Four is a 

discussion of sampling problems, of the methods finally adop'ted in selecting the 

sample and of the rationale behind these methods. The demographic characteristics 

of South African Jews in general, and of Johannesburg Jews in particular, are 

described in the following Chapter. , This is based on government census returns 

and elaborated from data collected in connection with the present study. 

Succeeding Chapters deal specifically with the various aspects of Jewish 

identification. In Chapter Six, the results of an attitude scale are presented 

and analysed, whi le Chapters Seven to Nine deal, respective ly, with the social, 

cultural and 'religious dimensions of identification. In Chanter Ten, findin gs 

relating to ethnocentrism, intermarriage, Zionism, antise!Ilitism and the rela.tion 

of Jews to South Africa are discussed. In Chapter Eleven, the Conclusion, an 

attempt is made to describe, in general terms, the nature of Jewish identifi.cation 

~n Johannesburg, to relate the findings to other similar studies els€,,,here, and 

to suggest some practical implications of the study for the Je",ish community. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESES 

Primarily, it is the aim of the present study to provide a description, 

in some breadth, of patterns of Jewish identification in Johannesburg. 

Insofar as it may contribute anything, its contribution will lie in providing 

information, not previously available, on the largest Jewish community in South 

Africa. As such, the research was planned to ans',Ter a number of basic 

questions about this community rather than to test hypo theses deduced from more 

general theoretical formulations. Where hypotheses were postulated they were 

derived from the results of similar studies conducted elsewhere so that often 

no theoretical justification can be offered. 

The questions which it was intended to answer were these: 

(a) To what extent do Johannesburg Jews identify on each of the dimensions of 

Jewishness as they have been defined? 

(b) Are any patterns of identification evident both wi thin and between 

dimensions? 

(c) In what sens e lS it correct or incorrect - to speak of a 'Jewish 

communi ty' ? 

(d) . Which appear to be the most important dimensions of identificatinn, and 

which the l east? 

(e) Is there any relationship between modes of identification and particular 

demographic characteristics such as sex, age, place of birth, general education, 

Jewish educat i on and so on? 

(f) To what extent is t here congruence between atti tuee and a.ction ten·dencies, and 

which appears t o be more durable? 

(g) Is it possib le to discern any t rends with regard to past and future 

patterns of identifica tion? 
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Since aspects of most of these questions have been the , subjects of specific 

enquiries, particularly in the United States, it was possible to formulate some 

of them more preci se l y as hypotheses. 

The first hypothesis refers to the importance of sentiment in Je<vish 

identification. In a recent work, Jacob Neusner (1972) shows how traditional 

Jewish beliefs and practices have been discarded by the majority of American 

Jews in favour of the more general values and life styles characterizing 

twentieth century United States. Yet he concludes a discussion of this 

question ' in the following terms (pp. 84-85): 

"But in affirming the modern and acce,pting its di lennnas, 

American Jews continued in important modes to interpret themselves 

in archaic ways . Mos t important, they continued to see 

themselves as Jews, to regard that fact as central to their very 

being, and to persist in that choice... The Jews are not 

simply an ethnic group characterized by primarily external, wholly 

unarticulated and unself-conscious qualities. They are Jewish not 

merely because they happen to have i nherited quaint customs, 

unimportant remnants of an old heri tage rapidly falling m,ay. On 

the contrary they hold very strong convictions about how they will 

continue to be Jews. Most of them hope their children "ill marry 

within the Jewish community. Most of them join synagogues and 

do so because they want their children to grow up as Jews. 

Above all, most of them regard the fact that they are Jewish as 

bearing great significance'. 

Inasmuch as Neusner's conclusion is based on a survey of other writings on 

the matter, it is not surprising that most of the studies of Jewish identifi cation 

referred to 1n the present ,"ark were concerned who lly or primarily • .. ith discovering 

attitudes towards JEW sand Jewishness, rather than with attemp ts to describe any 

modes of behaviour which nught be characteristically Jewish. 
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To the degree to which South Afric.an Jews resemble their co-religionists 

in the United States two local-born generations, relative absence of 

serious overt antisemitism a high degree of acculturation to the host culture, 

a high degree of economic, political and civic integration, an apparent decrease 

in adherence to religious laws- so one would expect that Jewish identification 

would also be manifested primarily in sentiment rather than in behaviour. 

As a corollary to this hypothesis ,one would expect that there would be J.i ttle 

congruence between attitudes and behaviour, except at the extremes: thus 

only the mo st heavilycommittec:r WQuld also identify in their overt behaviour, 

while those who were minimally committed would probably observe few, if any, 

customs and participate little; if at al1, .in community life. For the rest , it 

is expected that behavioural identification will tend to be random and not 

necessarily directly r elated to specific attitudes. There will be, it is 

suggested, a far greater range of variation in behaviour than in attitudes. 

The second hypothesis r elates to patterns of social r elations. It has 

been observed by Glazer and Moynihan (1963), Gordon (1964), Goldstein and 

Goldscheider (1968) and others, that American Jews tend to concentrate 1n the 

larger ci ties and metropolitan areas and, furthermore, that they tend, vo luntari ly, 

to form residential ~lusters. Gordon (op.cit., pp. 80, 181) suggests that this 

r eflects a desire that primary rel ationships will tend to be concentrated in the 

Jewish group and that this, in turn, wi ll ensure ethnic endogamy. As is shmm 

in Chapter Five, the demographic picture is similar for Johannesburg Jews, and 

it is therefore suggested that the area of behaviour in which Je>7ish 

identification is most widely, consistently and , often, exclusively manifes ted 

is that of social rel&tions . In other,>7ords , given that Jews cluster 

residentially, it is postulated that they also confine their primary, as well 

as other intimate, mUltiplex relationships within the Jewish group, and that 

this r eflects attitudes to preferred associations and to Jewish survival . 

If this is true, then it would al so be expected that relations "'ith non-Jews 

would tend to be more formal, simplex and less intimate in character. 
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The third hypothesis is most: frequently taken as a datum, either 

explicitly or implicitly, l.n many l;tudies of JeVlish identification. Thus 

Sklare, et al. (1955) are of the opinion that r eligious observance is 

moti vated by the desire to identify as JeVls rather than by religious considerations, 

while Herman implies much the sane judgement in his study of American Jewish 

Students (1970a, pp. 41, 50-51). It is suggested,therefore, that apar t from- the 

most strictly orthodox section of the community, there is little relationship 

between religious beliefs and practices. Thus people who observe few taboos, 

rituals or other rules may have strong positive -religious attitud.es ,,·hile, 

conversely, even those who believe very little will -tend to observe at least 

some practices. The reason for t his lack of congruence is, as has been sugges ted, 

because religious practices are modes of Jewish identification rather than 

expressions of religious feeling, and it is this relationship which - Vlill b-e 

tested . 

The fourth hypothesis is that Jews are caught up in a conflict bet.Teen 

the desire for survival as a distinct group and the belief that barriers 

between groups should be minimal. This dilemma will be manifest ed in a~bival ent 

attitudes to intermarriage, ethnocentrism and social relations. However, it i s 

suggested that the dilemma is probably not as acute 1n South Africa , with its 

pluralistic ideology, as 1n the United States and othe r wes t ern countries 

where assimilation of minority groups is favoured. 

The final hypothesis, ' Thich , i n a sens e , sums up the findings of the 

present study, is that the Jews are a community because they see themselves as 

such and because many of the most i mp ortant roles played by individuals are 

affected by their membership of the c ommunity. The boundaries between the 

Jewish cowmunity and non-Jews is, the refore, to be found in the organization 

and ascription of roles rather than in identifiable cultural characteristics . 

These, then, are the questions and hypotheses which have directed the 
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present study. In the following Chapter the ways in which they have been 

translated into a research design and instrument will be discussed. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHOD AND PROCEDURE 

A. Introduction 

Having defined the dimensions of the problem and stated the main hypotheses 

to be tested, it is now proposed to discuss the development of the research 

instrument. 

Since this was to be the first study of Jewish identification in recent years 

in. Johannesburg, itwas decided that it should be undertaken in breadth using a 

fairly large sample. This made it necessary to develop an instru1:lent >7hich 

would yield comparable information "hen administered by a team of trained 

interviewers. The most important step in constructing such an instrument , 

therefo~e, was to define, as precisely as possible, the variables to be measured. 

This was essential if exploratory questions requiring careful and extensive 

probing "ere to be kept to a minimum, and both interviewing and subseq~ent 

processing to be made as simple as possible. 

interviews and a pilot study ;Jere undertaken. 

To this end a number of preliminary 

B. Preliminary Interviews 

Twelve interviews were arranged with men and women, the form and degree of 

whose Jel<ish identification were known by the author to vary widely. All ,,,ere 

highly articulate, middle and upper middle class people, several had University 

degrees. They ranged, from the point of view of Jewish identification, from a Rabbi 

to an atheist who "didn't like Jews particularly , either". The interviews - most 

of which lasted for several hours and were tape-recorded - began with the question, 

'Are you a Jew?', followe d immediately by, 'What do you mean when you say you are 

a Jew? '. Subsequent questions were framed from the responses them-

selves and were guided only to the extent of limiting the discussion to 
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anything to do with Jews or Jewishness. 

The purpose of these interviews 'vas, primari 1y, to test and expand the 

author's preliminary defini tion of J ewi sh identification. As such they proved 

invaluable not only in delineating the range of each dimension of the original 

model, but also in placing their component elements in perspective. Furthermore 

they facilitated the formulation of .the problems and hypotheses which directed the 

study while, more directly, several questionnaire and attitude-scale items were 

deri ved from these res.ponses. 

C. The Pilot Study 

On the basis of what had been learnt from the preliminary interviews, perusal 

1 of other relevant surveys, and the author's own familiarity with the general field 

of study, two pilot schedules were constructed. The first comprised: a 16-item 

test of Jewish knowledge; 59 questions - some being open-ended but the majority 

being of the multiple-choice type - relating to action tendencies, reasons 

for specific actions, and opinions about various 1ssues; and a 19-item biographical 

questionnaire. The second schedule included : a 98-item Likert-type attitude 

scale; 24 questions selected by Dr . S.N. Herman2 from his study of American 

Jewish students, and to be used mainly for comparative purposes ; a 12-item 

basic values test; 

ques tionnaire . 

3 the Maudsley Personality Inventory ; and the biographical 

The schedules ,"ere administered separately to two accidental samples of 

9 for the behaviour and 32 for the attitude schedule, respectively. Interviewers 

were directed to record not only the responses, but also respondents ' reactions 

1. See, for example, Sanua (1964) a r eview of several studies; Baron (1964) 
rel igious observance; Sklare (1955) several factors; Ade IsDn (1958) 

ethnocentri sl!! and ' Je"isn authoritarianism'; Herman (1945) - J e"ish reactions 
to antisemitism . 

2. See Herman (1962a), (1962b), (1970a) . 

3. Developed by H.J. Eysenck to measure Neuroti cism and Extraversi.:m. Manual , 
ci ting reJ evant references, published 1959 by Uni versi ty of London Press, Ltd., 
London. 

t 

t 
~ 
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to the various questions. Tbey .ere f urther instructed to allow respondents 

as much time as they wanted, tc note bow long certain specified questions 

took to be answered, and to record t h e total interview time. Various approaches 

to prospective respondents were also investigated and reported. 

From the composition of the tva ·pilot schedules it should be clear that it 

was intended to probe Jewish identification at many levels: action tendencies, 

attitudes, values, knowledge. At the same time, it was intended to relate modes of 

identification to aspects of persona1ity as well' as to a large number of personal 

and demographic characteristics . One purpose of the pilot study, then, was to 

discover whether this breadth oJ!' coV'erage was feasible'. 

be summarized as follows: 

Its other aims may 

(a) To indicate the amount of coverage and degree of precision necessary to 

evaluate identification on any ele:nent or dimension. Thus, for example, 

twenty-nine yes-or-no questions were asked about Sabbath observance and a 

further forty-seven about festiv als. ~~ile they yielded a high degree of 

precision, it was virtually impossih e to evaluate and compare the resulting 

permutations, while the actual p roce s of obtaining t he answers ,,-as time-

consuming and irritating. In the f~nal schedule, these were replaced by eight 

simple multiple-choice questions (Appendix A, Question 8 a - h). 

(b) To test alternative phraseology . This applies particularly to the attitude 

sCjlle, but is also true of the other components. Thus where ques tions about 

behaviour or biographical particulars ,,'ere unclear, alt.ernative forms "ere 

tried. In general, attention ,as paid to· wording from the point of vie", of 

clarity,. comprehensibility to all typ es of respondents, and offensiveness. 

(c) To tes t acceptability of vari",~s types of questions. Apart from the 

phrasing of a question, there ",",2 5 also t h e problem of V7hether respondents would 

be willing to answer it and, i f they did so , whe ther their answers were likely to 

be truthful. Of particular conceru. were questions regarding converS10n, 

intermarriage , po Ii tical opinion s) i n com.e , etc. It was found that while there 
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was some reluctance to answer some of these questions early in the intervfew, 

there was seldom any difficulty once r apport had been established and the 

purpose of the questionnaire had been understood. Respondents were, however, 

reluctant to elaborate on their political views in open-ended questions and were 

more willing to r espond to Likert-type items. 

(d) To t est various approaches to prospective respondents. An alarmingly high 

refusal rate 'was encountered at first, with most interviewers not being able to 

get beyond the front do or. This was dramatically decreased when interviewers 

were instruc ted to introduce themselves immediately by name (all of which were 

definitely Je"ish-sounding) and as students, and to wear an item of jewellery 

(such as a Star of Daviq pendant) ",hich would confirm the identi.fication visually. 

It was also found that mos t respondents were irritated when Kish's t able4 was used, 

so that this method was abandoned in the final s urvey . 

(e) To test'the time fac tor. The ultimate intention was to develop a single 

schedule, which could be administered ~n approximately one hour. The pilot 

schedules took between one-and-a-quarter to two hours for the behaviour items, 

and from forty minut es upward for the attitude and personality scales. 

(f) To test the feasibility of multip l e-choice type questions and the possibility 

of precoding the questionnaire to facili1:ate processing. 

The pilot study, then, was undertaken in order to evolve an instrument 

which would be conceptually 'tight', and t echnically well-constructed . As a 

result of the pilot, it was decided to eliminate the Jewish knowledge tPost, which 

aroused considerable resent ment; the basic values test, which was not successful; 

and the H.P.1., which measured aspects of personality that wer e not really relevant 

to the problems in which we we r e interested. Poorly-worded and time-consuming 

items were either eliminated or amended, while the format of some questions was 

4 . A technique for random~z1ng the selection of r espondents in a household. 
See L. Kish: "A procedure for objective respondent se l ection within the house­
hold", Journal of the American St.atistical Associ ation , 44, 1949, pp. 380-387. 
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altered from open-ended to multiple-choice or vice versa. The amended and 

considerably shortened schedules were then combined into a single questionnaire 

designed to take about an hour to administer. After some further testing and 

adjustment, the form, which is reproduced in Appendix A, was finalized. 

While it is not intended to present either the pilot schedules or the 

detailed r esults of the whole pilot study, the development of the attitude scale 

from its initial to its final form will be discussed in the following section. 

D. The Attitude Scale 

The pilot attitude scale comprised 98 items including original statements 

1 d . . h d· 5 as weI as some use ~n var10US ot er stu 1es. The items, which were 

randomly arranged on the schedule itself, comprised eight sub-scales. These were: 

(a) Religion traditional: orthodox beliefs, attitudes to ritual, 

attitudes to reformed Judaism. 

(b) -Re ligion reform (or 'modern'): the s ame it ems as 1.n (a) were used but 

scoring procedure was varied. 

(c) Ethnocentri sm E 1: covered in-group survival, purity of in-group. 

(d) Ethnocentrism - E 2: dealt with 1.n-group characteristics as compared 

with out-groups. 

(e ) Antisemitism: included both fear of non-Jewish antisemitism as well as 

J ewish antisemitism or self-hatred. 

(f) Zionism: orientation to Israel. 

(g) Social Relations: preferences, at various levels of association, for Jews 

or non-Jews. 

(h) South Africa : included attitudes to official policy towards non-whites as 

Hell as opinions relating to the possibility of official resort to an tisemiti sm. 

5. Sources include Geismar (1954), Adelson (1958), Herman (1945). 



- 21 -

Respondents, who were handed a copy of the schedule for reference, "lere 

asked to rate each statement on a five-point scale ranging from 'Strongly Agree' 

to 'Strongly Disagree'. Responses were scored f rom I to 5, a response of 'Strongly 

Agree' being assigned 5 in some instances and 1 in others so as to maintain 

unidirectionality of each sub-scale. Respondents' scores for each sub-scale 

were obtained by simple summation. 

The decision to use a Likert-type scale rather than a Thurstone one, was 

taken primarily because, as far as was kn mm , this was the first study of its· kind 

in this country. It was therefore felt that it would be better to test items 

1n the field, rather than have them preselected and rated by a panel of judges . 

It would, in any event, .have been extremely difficult to decide on the optimum 

criteria for choosing such a panel. 

The selection of s tatements f or the final schedule was based on· the 

6 discriminative powers (d.p.) obtained for these statements in the pilot study. The 

d. p. 's were calculated as fo11m.s: for each sub-scale the 25% highest and 

lowes t scoring respondents Here selected, and the mean item scores for each 

category ,Jere calculated. The differences betHeen these high and 1m. means 

yielded the discriminative pOHer of each item. Since the magnitude of the d.p. 

reflects the extent to which high (or low) scorers on the whole sub-scale also 

obtain h i gh (or low) scores on any component item, it is a good indication of 

the relation between any item and all the others. 

The final schedule (Appendix A, question 34), comprised 48 statements of 

which 36 had obtained high d.p. 's in the pilot, 7 obtained low d.p's but were 

regarded as interesting in their own right, and 5 were new items (seeNote(i), 

Table 3.1). This schedule was scored in the same way as the pilot one , and 

d.p's were calculated in re l ation to eight slightly amended sub-scales which Here : 

6. A standard technique for analysis of items on Likert-type scales. See, 
for example, William J. Goode and Paul K. Hatt: Nethods in Social Re search, 1952, 
pp . 275-6, for a brie, discussion. 
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Social Relations; Insecurity in South Africa; Antisemitism; 

Religious Beliefs; Ethnocentrism; South African Politics; 

Zionism; Religious Conservatism. Seven items were eliminated in calculating 

the final sub-scale totals because of low d. p. 's. A summary of the construction 

of the schedule, ab initio, is given in Table 3.1. 

E. The Final Schedule 

The final form of the schedule, see Appendix A, comprises three main sections: 

biographical and behavioural (action tendencies) (questions on sex, age and questions 

1-33); the attitude scale (question 34.1 - 34.48); and the Herman schedule 

(question 35 a - q). In addition there are sections covering interviewers ' 

reports and comments, but these fall outside the schedule proper . As in the 

pilot study, the schedule was administ"red by an intervie,;er, though, at the 

appropriate time, the respondent W:iS handed a copy of the attitude and Herman 

items for reference . The interview took au average of one hour to complete 

and, apparently, respondents found the questions interesting . Interviewers 

were permitted to explain, if necessary , certain questions, on which they were 

carefully briefed, dealing with behaviour and biographical details. They were 

instructed, however, to read questions 34 and 35 exactly as they were and 

without comment. Th"e one exception to this rule was 34.26 ('The Jewish group 

would .get along a lot better if many Jews were not so clannish' .). In this 

case they were told to qualify the term' clannish' ;,ith the explanation' that 

is, if they did not stick together so much'. T;lese rules enabled twenty-one 

respondents;whose knowledge of English was limited, to complete at least the 

biographical and behavioural section of the schedule . The characteristics of 

these respondents are discussed in the chapter on the attitude scale. 

Turning aga1n to the actu~l content of the schedule, it is proposed to 

devote the remainder of this discussion to a consideration of the behavioural, 

biographical and Herman items. 
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S ~LEC~'IO] OF ITE~·~S FOR AJ'~'ITUDE SCAL;:; - GIVIi·rG -----
PI~O'r .j~:D ii' I :~i.L SCIL.~DUI.~ Pl.':;ES , SUTISC i·.lli~ , Ir.r.~.:;!.: 
U:{D~~E eN SI:";E::;LiU~S l~ :D DI.SCltI :·~I !~Ji..;_' 1. v-:. ~O~.;J.:;:-I S . 

Sour'ce Pilot Final 
~ ~ S ~ ~ " " ~ 1-'-. . o " >- • ::< No. STA'rEHE:rT H, 'd . 'd . ~ rr '0 " • . • 1 . '-m 0 

Religion ( tr aci.it; anal) Sub -scale lH. " 
1. God is t he cr eat or of the universe and - 9 f 3 . 2 5 HE 2.3 I 

continues to Guide its destiny. 
2. The Tor ah i s the "lOrd of God given to - 47 3.0 9 HE 2 .1 I the J e,,:s t t rough Eases on j·it . Si nai and 

may not be changed . 
3. God has chosen the Je\'li sh people a s a - 58 2. 6 20 HE 1. 8 I nation of priest s to t he rest of rr..an-

k i nd . 
4. God will r CHard t he righteous and puni sh - 2 2.5 See 53 I ' the \-Ticked . 

'" The or thodox synaGogue servic e is a - 83 2 c: 2 RC 2.6 I ". 
' 0/ source of inspiration and spi r itual 

satiGfac tion to r:;.e . 
6. God is concerned "Ii th each one of us - 10 2.4 24 HE 2. 0 I and. may be ' - tnrough pr ayer. reUC1~eG. 

7. All mitzvoth (reliGious Im'ls ) have been - 93 2. 2 -
CO t .. . , nded us by God . 

8. One s hould try t o obse r ve all t he - 68 2.0 38 HE 2 .1 I mit z voth (religi ous l~Vls) • 
9. ~ ·~c::snruth ( dietary l a'tlS ) is one of the - 92 2.0 !~O HE 2 . 2 I cornerstones of JUd8.iG2.i , and ust be 

observed . 
10. I~on-observance of a ny of the nitz'Ioth - 45 1.9 -(religious laws) Hill be punished by Goe. • 
11. I believe t hc~t in the past s ome of r..y - 85 1.8 --oruuers have bdcn all s 1t!ere u. _ J 

12. It is better to re!Tl.~in loy<!l to tradition - 24 1.7 Lee 28 -a1 Judaisn even i f one is r..ct very 
observant , rather than t o join n :~e form 
con.:.;re gat~on . 

) 13. :\"D.shrutr... ( d ictar:~ l c>.."t,.'i is meo.nin.cle ss - 73 - n -, . ( 
nO\·le.da~; s El!ld Ghoul d be o.ooli sheJ. . 

1/' It is \o,JTons to . t=per with Je· .. Tish beliefs 50 1. 5 ' . - -
I .:lnc. .prnctices • 

15. ~. or t hO(~G:-: s~Jn a:;oGue s..;.rvice is 1;..8 1 7- -~:rd~ - .. ;) 
uninte restinG [lnd uninsFirir..g. 

16. God is con cerned. -,-li th my per s onal - 33 1.1 -
proble tl G .. 

17. orthodox JudaiG~ is old-fashioned a..~d - 60 1. 1 -
men.ninGle3s :'n t he !:~odcrn Horld. 

1(". The obGcrvance o f L'li tz.voth (reliGious - 74 1 • ~ -, 
l au,s)i£ pl'in supers tition . 

19. Leticillous observs.nce of the [: i tz'Ioth - 77 1 . 1 See 30 
is not e ::ce!ltic.l .. One should ob ser ve 
only t:!o,:e '.\!hich are :-. er son&lly 

I ... ce.....YJ.inG'iul. 

I 

--
!iote s a!ld Key c.t ene. of T.oble~ 
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20 . Reforru Judaism is a serious atter.lpt to 
co",e to Grips \1ith the a p:cli cation of 
fundamental principles of Judaism t o 
mod.ern proble~s . 

-.-

21. There s !lOuld be changes in Je ;-lish practi c e , 
but these should be n~de by or thodox 
rabbis in ·cor.sultation. 

22. :Go Je\'lish festival has any re l evance or 
meaning today . 

23. The Reform synngoeue service is 
uninteresting nnd unins:pirinr;. 

24. The Reforffi syna: ogue service is a source 
of inspiration ~~d s~ iritual satisfaction 
to me . 

25 . 'I'he observance of ~:o.3hruth (dietary l aws) 
is entirely a matter of i~uividual 
pre ference . 

26 . I believe that if one sincerely tries to 
be a Good person , observance of rituals 
is u nin"!p ortc:.nt . 

!!elir ion (~eforn ) Sub- s c a le 

27 .. The ::efor!.."'l synuE0:-;ue Gervice is 
unintere st inG &nd UTlin S~liri110 . 

2 8 . It is better to reL!ain 10y<.1 to tradi tion­
al J udai sG even i f one is not very 
observa..nt , r~ther than to join a :~Bform 

con~recatior.. . 

29 . Orthodo,; J"d<l.i [D is old -fc.shioned and 
me anin: le 3[; in the n'.odern. ':10rld.. 

30. l.eticuloUG observ['..p..ce of the ~:i t z.v oth 

36. 

37. 

is not e.ssentic.l . One s hould ob s e :r' ve 
only those ,;;hich are personally 
me c::..nincful. 
Kash~uth is one of t he cornerstones of 
Judais:~i an d. ... ust be observeu. 
The ? eforr!l synagogue service is a source 
of ins~: iration fL.'1c. s piri tua l s3.tisfactio~ 

to !!le. 
God is concerned \t:ith my :9cr sonol lJroblerJs . 
It is HroDG to tarl:~0r Hi th tral..l i tior:al 
Je i,'iisll o:lic f~-j '::.nd pr&cticcs . 
I believe t ilat i n. t r,c pest G OJ1 C of ~y 
:~rayers ~H::.ve be e n a.ns"\·;erc d . 
God i3 cG~cerned with each one of us , 
2...."'1d !,i.B.y DC reached thr ou.;;n ~. rD..: ·er . 

f~hc ort !1. od ox synor;o:,ue scrvic.: is a source 
of ins~:' ir~ltion c.nd s r;iri t Ee:.l satisfaction 
to r.:e . 

Sourc 
Ii p. 
() • ...., 'd 
• • 

, 
-

-

-
-
-

:: i10 t l.":in.:!l 
~ p.. ~ " t, r-. 
0 . 0 0 " • -. 'to • !:> o· 'd 

• f-' I • 
'" 

31 1 . 0 See 55 

32 -1 . 0 -

51 o R . u -
1 0 . 3 See 27 

88 -0 . 3 -

19 - 0.2 

7 0 . 1 

1 2 . 7 28 BC 2. ; 

21f 2 .1 12 HC 2 . 8 

60 1.4 -

77 1.3 See 54 

I 
92 1.3 See 9 

88 1.2 -

33 1 .1 -
50 1.0 -
85 1. 0 -

10 0 . 9 Soe 6 

83 0 . 9 Cee 5 

L-~ _______________________ _______ ~ ___ ~ __ ~. _____ _ 

Eotes an~ ~~cy at end of Table. 
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No ST.:'.T3~,ml(T 

38, God 1·.'5 .. l1 r~,...,ard the ric;hteous and punish 
the i.':ic::ed . 

39 . Iron-observance of any of the ni tzvoth T;lill 
be punichcd by God. 

40. God has chosen the J .... ';lish p eop le as a 
natj.on o f priests to the rest of mankind. 

41. K':'.shru th is r::c a ni!!Gless nOHadays and 
·should be aboli s hed. 

42. I believe thE.t if one s incerely tries to 
be a good ;:·erson, ohservance of rituals 
is unimr- ortant. 

~ ;. 3. ~Ieform Judf,i sr:: l.S c .. serious attempt to 
CQC';e to :;riz;s \'lith the Ll::::ilication of 
funaClnent a l r:rinci;:'lcs of Judaism to 
[lCc.ern probler ,6 " 

4i+ . rihe ortl: odo~,: .s:r nC'~g oGue servica is 
uniterestinc '.?.nd un:"ns-)irins . 

~5 . All ~-i tzvoth h;:vc been co!:~ landed us by 
God.. 

46. Ttc · Torc h io the word of God given to the 
Je-.. .... t.> t hrou.:;h ~'~O GCS on ::t.Sinai and nay 
not be cll.:..nced .. 

47. ;;0 Jet·.rish festiv f;,l n as any relevance 

48. 

50. 

51 . 

52 . 

53. 

today. 
God is t he Creator of the universe and 
cO!lti nuDE to guide it s destir:.:~ . 

'One should try to obsC' rve all the :-;li t z.voth. 
The observ c-,nce of ~:ashrut~ i .::; entiraly .: 
.~atter of individcc l ~r efercnce . 

~her e s h ould be chan~es in Jc .... ;ish ,rr:.ctice, 
but these cllould be l::c-.. de by or thodox 
~abcia in conoultation . 
'..llhe cbservc-~!1ce of r'; t :~"oth is plain 
superstition. 

onlv 
-"-

God ':::5.1l r ot'lard U:.e g'ood a nd l)~lni .::h the 
\:ic!ced. 
It is not n CCess;rry to obGervo (tIl the 
... i t~voth (!'eli,:i o1;.s 1[;"5) . One Ghould 
onl:.t observ-:: thO Se that Clre !iernorrally 
_:e c.n inc fu1 • 
;. ,efor TJ Juci&isn i s 3. s~rious at t cr.Ip t to 
a p ::.-; ly the b e:-. sic :c,l~ir.lci!.les of J1Ad2~iGm to 
:;,oo.crn life. 

Zthnocentri c ::: - .=; 1 Sub .·.s: :.: le 

56 . l thin:: it is c.is:~<i c .')f\;.l for Jo-.:s to 
ado~:t non-Je 1;:ioh cus tOl!: S such a s Xr.1a.5 

57. ~: _ J c·· .. , is he ndic c.~ '::: cd ir. [ 8 t tin::; a job 
';)c cc:.a :::',c o f hiD Je" ~'I:"Eh n::ne , he is 

Source " iJ_ot 
>< fO. ~ p.. c;; . p • 
H, 'd • '0 
• • . . 

- 2 0. 8 

- 45 0.8 

- 5E- o. 8 

- 73 -0. 7 

- 7 0. 6 

31 0.6 See 20 

- 48 0. 6 -

- 93 0.6 -
- 47 0.5 See 2 

- 51 -0.5 -
- 5L~ 0.5 See 5 

- 68 0.5 See S 
- 19 - 0.4 -

- 32 0.3 -

- 74 0.1 -

See 4 32 RB 2.1 

See 30 

See 20 16 RC 1.7 

A h IC6 2 .5 23 BTH 1 . 8 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
i 

-I 

:1 

I 

L-__ ~j_~_C_C_' l_· f_·_i_e_d __ i_n ___ C_h_~_T-_C_i_r._'G_.· __ t_h_e_' _l_"._,r._,~_c_' ______________ ~ _____ ,1--____ ~ _______________ !. 

Notes and. ~Ce~" .::.t end of '].' G~ble. 
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60. 

61. 

62 . 
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STATEhE11T 

A young J e vli.sh ::~ale ",ho really loves a 
gentile Cirl should give uF his Je\'lishness 
if thi s is t he only \1ay he c oul d marry her. 
It iG i:i1-~· Grt .c..nt to instill Gone feelinGs 
of JC"I.rishness in Je' .. ;ish childr'2n. 
I fe e l quite proud Hhen :.;: hear or read of 
an ac coffi::" lish:.:ent by a JeH. 
A Je·.-I Ghould belor.,,; to a Je'lisn sports 
club r ather than a non-Je· .. :ish one be cause 
he should sU,: ::: ort Je·.lish or.:;anizations . 
God has chosen the JeT/.f~sh peo:,le as .:i 
nation of ~ri~st3 to the r sst of nanld.nd . 
::'eccuse the JeVls have endured so much 
pe.rsecution , t b.ose: who have survived tcdc.y 
are i nnately su:;c!'ior to other brou~ s. 

Eth nocentrism - :-.: 2 SUb-sepIe 

64 .. A Je1'1 i s more sensitive to his fe110",,­
l~ants f e e l inGs tha..'1 is a non:-Jci.'1. 

65 . On the "Ihole Je"ls are inte llectually 
sUl":0r i or to o ther l TOU!;S . 

66. JeH8 heve hiGher ethical and t1l or ~l 
sta.ncic.rd.s than non-Je1,·13. 

67. JeHS c ar·e Guc h ·:lOre aceut tneir familie s 
than non-Je '·ls . 

68. JeHS treat their wives better than non ­
S 81'18. 

69 . JeV1S are c.ore a.J'.":i.bitious t han non-Jevls . 
70. Jet·:8 are !r.ore chari t a ble t han o ther 

pe o~) le • 
7 1 .. ~lie Je-N haa a greater sense of justice 

than non-Je\·ls . 
An unusually ID.!"' [,"e nu!:!ber of JeHs eAc~ll 

,in t he <?-Tt.!3~ . sciE:nces and .'''profess ions . 
73. Je1::s shm·j th::!ir f c elin3s r. or c o:g en1y 

than non -Jews . 
74. There c:re no ci:rctl.T.1s t cu~ CE: S \ ;hic ll can 

justify a Jal1 severinG h i s connec t ions 
\-li th t he JeHisn group . 

Ethnocent~imn - Excluded fr om Z 1 [ nd 
Z c~ boc£:.u GC of l ~I.r Ee no.t~.o ~ ~ CG',A, onscf 

75. So many of th e best J e;ls \·;ere k illed 
durin;; · .. ;orld Har II t hat t r.e JCHS are 
today a third -r ate nation. 

76. Associat i n?; too r:"auch ',)ith nOll-JeVls only 
le ads to GlG oif.1ilation c·.nd iI!tcr!1arriage . 

Ethnocen tr-i 2 :'"; - ~ !lul Schedu'1 0 o!!l y 

77 . I:' a Jcv: is ha ndic.::tp:?ed in ::: r:. ~tinc a job 
bec~u so of tic Je~:ji::h-Gour..clinG nar.:ie , he i.3 
j ustif ied in chc::.ni; inc the n~!.l e . 

liotes and "Key at end of Table. 

Source 
>j '" '" • ..., 'd . • 

G h 

A h 

A 1 

-

-

A 1 

-

A h 

-

-
-
-
-
-

A 1 

-
- . 

:!:ilot 
;; p , 
0 • . '0 

I; n~.l 

" CIl CIl ~" C () '" . . !OJ c' 'd 

I"' I ." () . I-' I • " 

'" '" " ., 
0 

98 2.1 S ETH 1.7 I 

41 1.7 - II 

70 1.5 -

13 1.4 -

58 1.3 See 3 

82 0. 3 -

17 2.5 6ETI1i.9 I 

20 2. 5 3L. Erp. 1 . 6 T 
~ 

! 
96 2.5 21 En! 1.8 I 

~~ ? 7, -L." -.~ ,I 
95 2. 2 -

67 2.1 -

55 2 .1 -

40 2 .0 -

59 1.8 -

07 1.5 -

18 0. 8 -

16 -

84 -

See 57 ;iI, E'1'H C. 8 
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No. STATEl·lENT 

.Anti.3eL;; ti.3n~ SuO-sr..: .:.le 

see Je\lB 78. I feel personally ash=ed Vihen I 
rr:a:in.:; ther.:selves cons:picuous in 
places . 

public 

79. The Jewish group Hould get along a lot 
better if ~any Je\";s '.!ere not so clannis~. 

80. The JeVis have enouGh problems of their 
ONn ·"ithout involving the!lEelves in the 
difficulties of the non-uhite population. 

81. AilticeLiit i sm is directed more () bainst 
foreicn Je\<s than against South 1'.frican 
J e\'J's. 

82.: . .mtise:-::itisr.1 is directed more c.gainst Je\.Js 
\'lho r e·c(i.in t h: ir Je'\·:if:I1 culture and trad­
ition, than age.inst D.8similo.tea Jet-"S. 

83. Je\'1S should not I:<J.into.in their o":n JeYfish 
sports or social clubs. 

84. Too !!1E:J1y Je':lS try .to intrude thenselves 
int o circles Hhere t hey are not wanted. 

85. The fact tha t JeHs }~ee '~ to themselve[; 
helps to eau.::e 8.nt iser::i tis::;.. 

86 . I believe that being born a Jevr means 
that you o.re c.t a handicap in tiost 
OccuPQtions ~~d pr ofessions. 

87. Je".·IS shoulc .. not mo.intc...in their o,.,rn 
co!:~:-::unc::..l a...'1.d ':relfr.:.re aSGocia tions . 

e8 . Jo',;i.sh hiGh 3chool s tudeut s should avoici 
concrecatinG in groups. 

89. Becau.::e of discrinin&tion a e ainst thet:! , a 
Jevi in fl oet professio:r:.s or occupations has 
to be abler or \101';( harder in order to 
succeed. 

90. If a Jel'l is handicapl1'~d in cett ing a job 
because of his Je~'lish name , he is justified 
in C1Hl!1c;inG the nr_ ·c . 

91 . Je'~'l :J should avoid p!'oL:.inonce in politic3.1 

93. 

parties. 
it i s not consis~cnt ~ith 50Ci citizen­
ship for South A:I'icn.n Je\';'5 to llav~ 

5 ,l.,:ecific Je\vj_sh or::unizations. 
Jev:s should avoid overcro-:ic in::; certain 
p:rOfC 3SioIl E> in ord.er not to i.ncrease 
an tise t" i tiE.f:1. 

9,''' . Je\'H.'i 1-iho ::-~ec~d.lc i::1 politics are simply. 
endanc cl'iIlg tl:e security of the ,·,hole 
Je ',,;-ish cc ~r:.uni t;-l. 

95. Eost .:.;e:c .. tiles are not to be trusted ~:hen 
it cc..:-.cs to t !lcir attitudes to'.lards JevlS . 

96. Jei'1 S should not c~)ea:( YiC. ::l i.ch in public, 
1"hcn non-Jews Gre norr~y. 

97. I a :'1 convinced th8. t ar!tise .'~: i tis~~ aoes 
interfere ;·.'ith ~. ' .! :::;e arch for ::.erconal 
succe ss and ha ~: : : inesso 

Hotes. arid :~ey at end of fl' a b1 0 . 

Source 
>; p. 

'" • >, 'd . • 

• h " 

A h 

-

H ? 

II ? 

-
A h 

H ? 

H ? 

-

G h 

TI ? 

-

II ? 

II ? 

H ? 

-

H ? 

II ? 

., ? 11 . 

rilo"t Final 
~ Po ~ 01 m '" ,.,. 
0 • 0 n '" • ::J 
• 'd • ;>l 0- '0 n 

• f'" , • '" '" " 
.lL 

56 2. 1 18 AS 1. 9 I 

11 2. 0 26 AS 1.5 I 

30 1.9 -

52 1.8 See 103 

34 1.7 -

36 1.7 -

4~ c:. 1.7 36 AJ3 1.8 II 
1"," .0 -1 . 6 - I 

'14 1 .5 46 AS 0. 9 .;, 

15 1.5 -
4 1. 3 -

65 1.3 -

64 1 • '1 See 57 ! 

5 1.0 -
22 1. 0 -

I , 

_0 1.0 -,)1,,; 

57 1. 0 See 1·'·7 

79 1.0 -
78 0.8 -

0 o. G -/ 
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No. STATEH"NT 

98. I feel t,le "hole Horld is hostile towards 
me because I am a J e"1. 

99. I someti1:1e s reser..t the fact that my 
parents brough t me UP in the ,[orld as 
a JC~·l. 

100 A JeH should belong to a Je,[ish sports 
club because he " might experience anti­
ser.!it.±sm in r.iixed clubB. 

10 1 There ure no circuns t ances l,!hic h can 
justify a Jel:l severing his connections 
llith the Je,lish c roup . 

102 I find li:e as .. a. Jew u!lsatisfactory 
because of existing discrimination. 

Antisercitis!!l - Final Schedule only 

103 Antisemitis,.: i3 ciirected more a cainst Je,'[s 
"Ii th obviou'3 Je .. ",ish , • .Jays and manneri sms 
than against the !:iore South Africani sed 
J~~dS. 

Zionism Sub ~scale 

104 I "ould stron:;ly discourab'e ray c ),ild 
fro~ Dettlin~ in Israel. 

105 In t il e i!ltqrn(j,tion;;~l aren a Israel should 
be g overned. solely !Jy ::e r ot'!n interests, 
even if this .:ay ca-tlse difficulties or 
hardshii1 S fer diaspora Jet·l s . 

106 7he Sion~st ideal Has fulfilled '<lith the 
establishnen t of the State of Israel, 
and no lonGer naG cn.y ncc.ning. 

107 I f co l ~crsonc:~lly :;roud at Is:!'ael's 
achieve! .ents aI1Q sorrO':1 o. t he r se tb a cks'. 

1CS I '\';ould encouragc r.ly child to .:;ettle in 
IS1~ael if ne so dccired . 

109 ':[11c only re o-son for diaspora Je-:Ts to 
s l':9port Isr ael is in ca?e the;,r need a 
hor::.e. 

110 Our con.t i!~ued survival i!l the dias?ora 
aGo JC':jS , is D.bsolutcl~r ~c_: enclent u :pon 
Israel . 

111 The existence of Israel in ~ source of 
pride: and -)ro!. \ctc-s Je \"rish self-res:>~c t 

in the dias, oZ'&.o 
1'12 'l:he collection and contrj.iJution of funds 

for Israel iG the r;lost if.lportc.nt function 
of D. Zion:i_Gt . 

z; onj_ Gr~ - Fi n o.. l Schedule only 

113 In the intcrnatio~al ~ren2 Israel chould 
be- ..: o7Cl'nec. so12 1~' u:' h0~ O'. ;!J. 2.E tCr' B s ts 
eVC !l if tL-~is ! .<::.:y cause i:.iffict.:.l tic.;; ~ or 
inco~venic~ce to Je ~ l~ in ot11er countrieD~ 

114 If the & t[~e of Israel cc esed to exist, 
no Jew coulci co~tin~e to live a s a Jew 
'.-Ii th di.:.;ni ty . 

Source c·: ; 1 ot ~"; n. - 1 

~ r-' .• ::> p.. " 
.. , :-' ... . 0 • 0 () ;:; • 

H, >0 • >0 • ~r 'd . • . • 
'" 

H ? 90 0 .6 -

H ? 89 0.5 -

39 0. 3 

H ? 18-c.2 

H ? 94 0 . 2 

See 81 31 AS 1.6 

29 1.9 -
44 1.5 See 113 

I 

8\ 1.2 47 Z 0.9 

12 1.1 22 ry 0.6 

63 1.1 Lf 3 " -, 1.3 

80 1.1 -

97 1.0 See 117 

72 0 . 8 See 114 

71 0 .5 

7 C' 

" 0.8 

See 111 

1 
1M o 
'­
" x 

I 

~I 

I L-~-----------~· __ · ____________________ ~ ____ l _____ ~. _________ ~ 

I~otes and ~~ (:.y at 8!:d of ~able. 



1I0 . STATEl~NT 

115 Zvery Je,-r \-Tho is nble to d o so, should 
settle in Israel. 

116 'I'he future of Israel cannot be secured 
\ 'ii thout 1 ~ .r5e-scale settle~ent of Jet.·;s 
frof:i. ~"leGtern countries . 

117 Our continued survi-,al as JeHs is mainly 
dependent on r.lninh~ining n strong bond 
1'!ith Israel. 

Social TIclations Sub -scole 

118 I feol ~lOre B.t hone living in a Je\-Tish 
neighbour hood . 

119 I fe e l nor e at hone aJnongst Jet-rs than 
&r_~on ::;Gt non-Jc ... ·Js . 

120 It is irr.p ort v..nt to purticipc.te in Je1'lish 
co:::~.n.1n8.1 activitie s . 

121 Jeus should join mixed clubs in preference 
to Je\·li.sh ones. 

122 _ ... <-Teu zhouli..l belo!l.G to a Je\-Jish s ports 
cl1.:D rather than a non- lTe'rJ i Sh one , because 
!!.e should. GU?l1ort Jc':r.ish orc;;-nizations. 

123 It is essential tc be a nember of a 
syn&G° E;ue. 

124 JC\1S should not ;..I~int c.in their o'.ln sports 
or social clubs. 

125 It is very nSIrO'\'i to mix only \'J i th Je':ls, 
126 JeHS should not :1aintain t heir o~oJn co. '!:unal 

a..l'ld c elfare or e;cniz,ations . 
12"1 f~ :... sociatinc too t.1uch '"lith non-Je\Vs only 

lends to 2ssi:i!ilD.tion and int ~rn i:: rriase. 
128 1, Je\"T should. belon;; to a Je':ri s h syorts 

club bec ause he miGht e ::;:J erience 2.nti ­
semitis!·:l in mixed clubs . 

129 It is not consiste nt with g ood citizenship 
for South ltfric:.. .n J e \'ls to have s ? ec ific 
J e\·iish or eaniza tions. 

Soci2..l Rel o.t-i ons - Final Sche dule or~l;y: 

1;;0 I f e e l ":ore nt hOICe anong Je1rs than a.;,lOng 
non- J ev-1S. 

131 In general, I prefer to shop a t JeHish­
o· ... .fned stoTes " 

132 I !:ould rc.ther a Jel-lish attorney or 
accountant h t.ndle my affairs than a 
non-Jew. 

Source Filot ;:'irlr. l 1 
F;'a='d,::;,,,;;,+-¥--;-:-+-?-,,,';;g=~=-,-~--rl 
•• •. t--' I • . .......... 

co '" 

:17 z_ 

27 Z 1.2 

See11035 Z 2.2 

~3 2.5 1 SR 1.8 

~1 2 .1 See 130 

~7 2 . 0 15 SR I. '\ 

+9 1 . 7 30 SR 1.1 

13 1.6 -

91 1.5 29 SR 1.6 

36 1. 2 

66 0.9 
15 0 . 1, 

39 0 . 3 

22 -0.2 

See 119 14 SH 1.9 

45 STl 

~ 

- T - ~ 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

~ I -I 
'---'----___ ---L-----1--!---_" __ J 

Notes and ;:e-; at end of '!'able. 
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No. S TATEr'lENT 

South A!rica Sub - scal e 

133 On the "Ihol e Afr i cans =e happy "lith 
t heir lot. It is only a handful of 
agi. tator s and troubler.ia1';:ers vlho are 
tryinc t o stir up dissatisfaction. 

131i The pre s ent government·' s policy of 
separate develop~ent is the only practic a l 
and equit~blB solution to t he country's 
race probler-s . 

135 Because of their o'"n strus sle for eCluali t y 
in nany countries, Je l1s should supp ort 
the aspirations of r ... on--v;hite groups in 
South Africa. 

136 Becau::::e of their ol .. m. persecution ve',lJs 
should identify themse l ves ',lith the sup ­
p!:'essed non- Hhite r.;roups in South Africa . 

137 'fhe s ilence of South·: Afric~.n Je\1ish 
leaders in re gard to non- ·.1hite suffering 
in this country is as ser iou,s D.. c:rir.;e as 
the sil ence of Christian le r.ders in Iiazi 
Gerrl2.ny . 

138 Discrin ination aGainst non-I'Iliite s could 
at any t i F.:e be tr&1ls i'e r red and direct e d 
a G2.inst Je1::s. 

139 Afr i cans must not be a l lm"ed to obt a in 
emploYDe n t in traliitionally wh~te jobs . 

11rO 'The preserva.t ion 0: \'Test c rn civilization 
in South Africc~ f.lf'J:e s i t necessary to 
mi ni mi ze contact bet"leen i.·fhi tes and non ­
whites. 

1 1~1 Je\oJs should never for6et that Darry leaders 
of t he l ~<' tion2.1 Party enc a c e d in anti­
semitic activit ies before cotiin[; to pOHar . 

14 2 'Lhe liatior..al Govcrnr.lent has conclusively 
shol,'!n that it Hill never ul101'; o..nt i scl:.itism 
to t&.!:e root in t he Re public . 

143 South Afric ~ should aim ~t a system of one 
n"'.n one vote . 

"144 South ~· .. Jrica shoL<.ld. ~.ir.1 a t a s::;,:ste!TI. 1';hercby 
all people irre Gpectivc of race "Iould be 
sive n the vote if t h e y attained a s pecified 
eauc o.tion;::l ~nd econor:~ic .8tn.nd. : ~:cd. 

145 If 10 ,000 Jews tried to join thu Rationa l 
Party tor.! OrrOH it Hould 1 a :e no dif f erence 
v'l'hatcver to the Part:{ ' S outloo": , 'bec Gi.lA.se 
it neither li~nts nor needs Je '.'I.!.. s h vote.s . 

146 ':'he only reas on "Ihy the !iationc.1 Governc.:ent 
is not openly ar:ti3emitic at pre s ent , is 
bec m.!. s e of un ur t;ent neet:: for \,lhite unity, 

SOl~rcc 

>; ~ '" ..., 'd 
• • 

-

-
-

-

Pilot ? ir..a l 

" p. " 0) " p. 1-'.) 
0 .. 0 0 " . ~I • 'd • ;., D" 'ti .. f-' 1 • "-

'" '" X 
() 

35 3.0 4 SA 2.2 I 

3 2.8 See 148 

26 2 . 3 -

27 2. 3 19 SA 1. 6 I 

28 2. 1 25 SA 1.7 

75 2 ,1 3 INS 2. 2 I 

8 1. 9 33 SA 1.4 I 

25 1. 9 37 SA 1.7 I 

6 -1 1. 8 11 I LS 1 . 6 

53 1.7 -
69 1. 6 See 149 I 
62 11) 1t -

76 0 

~-L----------______________ . ______ L-~L ___ ~ ________ , 



.source :Filot irin.s.l 
... p.. :::: s:- :::: Ql OJ 1 No. STAT";! :ENT '" • 0 0 " '" . - ;J ...., 'd • ' -=I • I'J u \:; 0 
• • . - I-' , . ' 

'" " x 
" II 

South Af ric a - Fi nal Schedule onl:t: 

147 JeHS v:h o enGage in politics are swply 
See 94142 - INS 1 .2 en.danGering the security of the ,,,hole 

JeNi sh COf:l.::luni ty . 
148 The present eovern.~ent' s p olicy of separate See 134- 10 SA 2.2 -

deveiopnent (anartheid) is the only 
practical &nc. just solution to the countrY's 
r ace p robler.t. 

149 Al l pe opl'" in South Afr±ca , irrespective - See 11; If 41 SA 1 .i, 
of race, shoul d be . given the vote cs long 
as the;: have reac:led a certain educational 
ar..d econor.lic stv.!'ldard. 

Note s and Ke:t: to T;o:"le 'i .1 

(a) Iter_'s classified a.ccordins to ? ilot sub-s c al",s . 
(b) Source references are civen '."lhen statement hes been 

or only sli 8ntly [;!ociiiied, fr e r:. e.no~her s CD.Ie. 
G=Gcis::1ar ( 1954) ; Ii=Iierr.lan (1945); A=Ade lson ( 1958) • 

tal:en verbatir.l 

(c) 

(d) 

d. p.= discri .. !inative p owe r of s tate~cnt. Source 
as ' h ' (hi gh) or 'I' (lmr). -.Ihc re no Pilo t d.n. 
indic a te s an unioiloted state1'lent. 

o..~. ' 6 are .:iven 
is give n, tilis 

nO~'E: All Final Schec.ule d . p .'s are significant at t he . 01 level of 
confidence using Student t s t-test of siGnificance . 7 
Filot no. a.ttd Final no. r e fer to the p osition of the i te!n on the 
pilot anc. final schedules respectively. ;:rnere no pa.!"'ticul a r s 
a ppear in l .final ' colunns, this indicate s tllut the item "IRS 
discarded e 

(e) All "Lcncied itet:ls arc cross-referenced thus: ' See (item no.)'. 
(f)" I).lhe t HO : :cli:;ion sub-scales in the ?ilot study Here con3tructed 

by altcrin:; t he scoring of the sane itefJs . 
(g ) Fin.::l 0ub - sc·::.le :ccfer~ to ;:;t~bscaIcs on the fin".l schel..1.\;Ie: : 

SR=Social Relationo ; I tl~~.:;fe ~~lings of insecurity in South Afric a ; 
R.B=:~elic;iou3 !3cli:: _'.:;ETH :;::E thnocentrisr.!. ; Sf:.=So"G.th Afric[,n p olitics; 
AS :.-.;ill. ti scr.:i tis ... ; :: ::::,ior .. i.sf.! ; ?~=~·~e li[io'iz Con:J _ rvc. ticr:; . 

I 

I 

I 

(h) Inc/~:::;:c - a'ui.Jrevi o. ted. to 'I' ar..d ' ~~ I ¥ o inci ic,:-,tc ~,;hc: ther' or not the i tem 
'!-Ilas i ncluded in COl!"iputin;: the Final sche·.iule r:.:ub - scale total s for 
anaJ..;;-siz. 

(i) Items 114, 115, 116 were added in the f inal sched'lle beca.use of the 10," 
d..p.'s obtained in the Pilot for Zionism sub-scale items. -
Items 131 and 1 32 s.ppeared as open-ended ques tio-,1s in the Pilot 
beha'liour sched'_lle and were rephrased so as to fit into the final 
atti tude scale. 

7. Calv'"i!1 F .Schmid in ?o.u.l.iLe V.YcurH~· (ed.) : :Scientific Social 

Sur:ve,ys ,,-nd },es_"ar.c.~ , 1966 ed:;' tion , p. 361 , ci tas ,he use of 

the cri tical ratio in detenininJ' sisnific2.i1c:e of d.p. I S. 

I 

I 
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1. The Behavioural cnd Biographical Section 

This section was designed to elicit information of a demographic nature 

as well as information on the behaviour of informants and their reasons for 

that behaviour. The section also includes several open- ended questions dealing 

with attitudes and values. Items provide coverage of all the dimensions of 

Jewishiless already defined: religion; ethics and morality; Zionism; 

informal social relations; culture; structure (or associational relations); 

defensive or reactive responses to minority group status; negative reactions 

to minority group status. A precis of this section of the schedule follows. 

It should be noted that some i terns relate to tlvO or more dimensions and that the 

numbers to the left of each item refer to the position of the item on the schedule. 

(a) Demographic 

Sex. 

Age . . 

1 a. Address (i.e. suburb). 

1 b. Length of residence in Johannesburg. 

2 a. First member of family, in partriline only, to come to South Africa. 

2 b. Date of arrival of 2.a. in South Africa. 

2 c. Country of birth of 2.a. or Respondent. 

2 d. First member of patriline born in South Afriea. 

3 Standard of general education. 

14 a. Marital status. 

15 Details of children - number, sex, age, occupation. 

23 a. Occupation. 

23 b. Father's occupation~ 

26 Income. 

30 b. Hhether born of Jewish mo ther. 

30 c. Whether spouse Jel"ish . 

(b) Religious Identification - Ritual and CeremonialS 

4 Observance of Kashruth (dietary la'.</s). 

S. Rituals,fesLivals,rsligious obj"cts are explained in the Glossary (Appendix D) 
ani in the Chapt er on Re ligion. 
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7 a. ffi1ether male respondents cover their heads at all times. 

7 c. Whether male respondents regularly pray with Tefillin (phylacteries). 
f 

7 d. Recital of benedictions before eating, after washing, enjoying or 

experiencing something for the first time, etc. 

7 e. Saying grace after meals. 

8 a. Lighting candles on Friday evenings in honour of the Sabbath. 

8 b. Reciting Kiddush (festive blessing over wine) on Sabbath evenings. 

8 c. Observance of Sabbath prohibitions. 

8 d. Holding or attending Passover seder (ceremonial evening meal) . 

8 e. Observance of Passover food taboos. 

8 f. Observance of festivals ·of Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles (Hebrew: 

Pesach, Shavuoth and Succoth). 

8 g. Obse rvance of High Festivals (Rosh Hashannah - New Year, Yom Kippur 

Day of Atonement). 

8 h. Lighting of Channuka candles (commemorating recapture of Temple by Judas 

Maccabeus) . 

9 a. Mourning rites. 

9 b. Memorial rites. 

14 b. Marriage rites. 

16 a. Circumcision of sons. 

16 b. Sons' Barmitzvah (confirmation at age of 13). 

16 c. Daugh ters' Batmitzvah (confirmation at age of 12). 

20 a. Synagogue affiliation. 

20 f. Synagogue attendance. 

(c ) Religious Identification Changes in observance 

5 Kashruth observance Respondent compared with parents (self-evaluati on). 

11 General degree of observance Respondent compared with parents 

(self- evaluati on) . 

10 Changes in respondent 's religious observance (self-evaluation ) . 
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(d) Religious Identi f ication Reasons, opinions, at titudes 

6. Reasons for observing any rules of kashruth. 

20 b. Reasons for affiliation or non-affiliation t o a synagogue. 

(e) Ethical and Moral Identification 

19 d. 'What is a good Jew?' 

19 e. 'What is a good person?' 

(f) Zionist Identification 

21. Whether respondent is a Zionist, and how this is expressed. 

22 . Specific Zionist activities. 

28 a. Associational parti cipation. 

29 a. Actual philanthropies supported. 

29 b. Distribution of RSOO to philanthropies selected by respondent. 

31. Intention to remain in South Africa for whole life. 

(g) Informal Social Identification Social Relat ions 

1 a. Address (suburb), 

1 c. Reason for coming to live in particular suburb. 

1 d. Advantage/satisfaction "ith suburb. 

1 e. Di sadvantage/ di ssatisfaction with suburb. 

19 c. Classes , groupings, etc. amon!; Jo!1annesburg Je,~s . 

25. Employees Jewish vs gentile. 

27 a. Most frequent social r el at ionships. 

27 b . Best friends. 

27 d. Remainde r of social relationships. 

27 e. Business associates/colleagues. 

28 a. Associational participation . 

(h) Cultural Identifi cation 

6. Reasons for observing any rules of kashruth . 

12 a. Home language. 

12 b. Parents' home language. 

13 a. v,'hether reads any Jewish ne1Jspapers. 

! 
I 
t • 

I 
I 
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t 
! 

13 b. ~~ether reads any Jewish books. 

l3 c. Whether attends any lectures of Jewish interest. ! , 

I 
19 a. Characteristics of Jews as co~ared with non-Jews. 

19 b. Characteristics of respondent as compared with other Jews. 

19 c. Classes, groupings, etc. among Johannesburg Jews. 

19 d. 'What is a good Jew? I 

19 e. 'What is a good person? ' 

20 g. Ability to follow synagogue service. 

20 h. Ability to understand prayer-book (Le. Heb.rew prayers). 

23 a. Standard of Jewish education. 

23 b. Source of Jewish education. 

28 a. Associational participation. 

(i) Jewish Survival Perpetuation of Jewishness through Children 

16 b. Sons' Barmitzvah. 

16 c. Daughters' Batmitzvah. 

17 a. Children's Sabbath observance . 

17 b. Children's festival observance. 

17 c. Children's Jewish education. 

17 d. Children's Jewish education day schools. 

17 e . Children's Jewish education adequacy. 

17 f-h.Children's associational participation. 

18 a. Desire for children to observe kashruth ~n their OWl: homes. 

18 b. Desire for children to observe religious customs in their mm homes. 

18 c. Desire for children to bring up their children as Jews. 

18 d. At-titude to teenage children having non-Jewish friends. 

18 e. Attitude to possible intermarriage of own children. 

(j) Structural Identification 

20 a. Synagogue affiliation. 

20 b. Reasons for affiliation or non-affiliation to a synagogue. 

20 c. Membership of Chevrah Kadisha (buri al and benevolent society). 

20 d. Position held ~n synagogue . 
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20 e. Time spent on voluntary wcrk for synagogue. t 
20 f. Synagogue attendance. 

21. Whether respondent is a Zionist and how this is expressed. 

22. Specific Zionist activities. 

28 a. Associational participation. 

29 a. Actual philanthropies supported. 

29 b. Distribution of RSOO to philanthropies selected by respondent. 

32. South African political party affiliation. 

(k) Ethnocentrism (includes ·Defensive or Reactive and Negative Identification) 

18 c. Desire for children to bring up their children as Jews. 

18 d. Attitude to teenage children having non-Jewish friends. 

18 e. Attitude to possible intermarriage of ov1!1 children. 

19 a. Characteristics of Jews as compared wi th non-Jews. 

19 b. Characteristics of respondent as compared with other Jews and non-Jews. 

19 d. ' What is a good Jew?' 

(1) Jewish Survival Intermarriage 

18 d. Attitude to teenage children having non-Jewish friends. 

18 e. Attitude to possible intermarriage of own children. 

30 a. Attitude to intermarriage in general . 

30 b. Whether born of Jewish mother. 

30 c. Whether spouse Jewish. 

30 d. Children's actual intermarriage . 

30 e. Intermarriage "ithin close family. 

(m) Defensive or Reactive and Negative Identification: see Informal Social ------------------.------------
Identification and Ethnocentrism 

(n) Miscellaneous _9uestions fa lling outside the defined dimensions 

28 b. Awareness cf existence and work of South African Jewish Board of Deputies. 

(Included at reques t of Board). 

28 c. Opinion of value of Board's work. (as above) . 
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(0) Niscellaneous pertaining to South A.frica 

31. Intention to remain in South Africa for whole life. 

32. South African political party affiliation. 

33. Should Jews avoid becoming involved in politics? 

2. The Herman Schedule 

As already mentioned in the discussion of the pilot study, this schedule was 

included primarily to permit some degree of comparability with a series of studies 

recently undertaken by Dr. Simon Herman at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

(Herman 1962 a, 1962 b, 1970 a,1970 b). These studies are concerned with 'identity' 

rather than 'identification', according to Herman, and items were designed to probe 

the nature, salience and valence of the Jewish component of the respondents' 

identity. Since, by and large, the conceptual problems involved in Herman's 

formulation lie outside the scope of the present study and, perhaps more important, 

beyond the expertise of this author, only a very few items have been used. For 

the rest, these were processed, cross-tabulated with a number of variables and 

despatched to Dr. Herman for his own use. 

It should be noted that the items comprising this section w~re selected by 

Herman from his original, far longer questionnaire. However, self-rating scales 

35 d (observant-non observant) and 35 e (religious-irreligious) were added, while in 

items (a), (c), (g), (h), (m), (n), (0), 'South Africa' was substituted for the 

original 'America'. Furthermore eight of the items selected by Herman were omitted 

either because they are dealt with more adequately in other sections, or because they 

were unsuccessful in the pilot study. 
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CHAPTER POUR 

SAMPLING PROCEDURE 

A. Introduction 

Taking into account the resources available, it was decided to interview 300 

people. The requirement that these should be representative of the Johannesburg 

Jewish population, however, presented an immediate problem: there was no way 

of identifying and isolating the population. It was clear that one of two courses 

was open: (a) to peruse, collate, correct and somehow supplement membership 

lists of various Jewish organisations and congregations I ; (b) to draw a sample of 

Johannesburg "hites, and identify those who regarded themselves as Jews (an operational 

defini tion) • The first alternative was rejected both on practical grounds and 

because it would have automatically excluded Jews who were not affiliated to any 

associations. The second alternative presented a different kind of difficulty: 

how many whites would have to be sampled in order to yield a subsample of 300 Jews, 

and what was the best method of sampling? The procedure which was adopted and the 

representativeness of the san~le is discussed in the rest of this chapter. In 

summary, what was done was that official census statistics were used to detellmine 

t he proportion of Jews in each Johannesburg suburb. In those suburbs having ei ther 

a large number or a large proportion of Jews, several streets were randomly selected, 

houses were systematically canvassed and people identified as Jews "rere interviewed. 

The number of interviews, as well as the sex and age distributi;:m of respondents, 

"laS predetermined for each area. 

E. Constructing the sample 

Ca) The Johannesburg Sample Tabulation of ' 1960 (E. of S., n.d. 2) provides data on 

1. This method is frequently employed where no official census figures for Jews 
are available. See, for e X2mple, Schmelz (1969, Ch. 2 passim.) for general discussion, 
Goldstein and Goldscheider (1968, pp. 28 ff.) for specific instance. 

2. 'B. of S. ' refers to publications of the South African Bureau of Statistics , 
Pretoria. 
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age, sex, marital status, income, religion, etc. for each of 69 suburban areas into 

which Johannesburg i s divided. FroiIl "Table 4" of that Tabulation it is possible 

to ascertain the Jewish population, by sex, of each suburban area, while "Table 1" 

gives the age structure, by sex, of the total population of each area. 

(b) From "Table 2", Population Census, 6th September 1960, Vol. 3, Religion 

(B. of S. 1966 b), it can be shown that the age distribution of Jews in the urban 

areas of the Transvaal differs markedly from that of the total urbEn white 

population of the Province (Table 4.1 following). Since, however, there is no 

breakdown of age by religion for each Johannesburg suburban area, it was decided 

that, for the purposes of calculating the number of J ews aged 18 years and over in 

each suburb, any possible differences would be i gnored . In any case had it been 

decided to correct each suburban age distribution by a cons tEnt factor based on 

overall Provincial differences, this would not have affected the sample itself in 

any way. 

(c) Using the Johannesburg Sample Tabulation, "Table 4", the percentage of Jews 1n 

each suburban area, in relation to the total Jewish population of Johannesburg , 

was cal<oulated separately for males and females (see Table 4 .2 fo110"ing). Sixteen 

areas in which no Jews were re s ident, as we ll as nineteen in which less than 0.5% 

Jewish males and l es s than 0.5% Jewish females resided, were eliminated . 

(d) Table 4 .3 fo11m,ing , shows the subsequent steps in constructing the samp le : 

(i) Columns (a), (b), (c) show the suburban Je>Tish population (male and female), 

t he total suburban population, and the percentage of Jews in the a r ea in relation to 

its total population. 

(ii) ' Column (d) gives the number of Je",i sh males in the area, and Column (e) 

expresses these as a percentage of the total number of Je"ish ma les in Johannesburg. 

(iii) Column (f), based on the Johannesburg Sample Tab"lation "Table 1", gives th2 

percentage of all males in each area aged 17 years and less. In column (g), 

this percentage has been deducted from the number of Jewish males in the aree, and 

an estimate of the number of Je;:ish males aged 18 years and over is obtained . 

./ 
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TABLE 4.1 AGE DISTRIBUTION OF JEIVS IN THE TRA,,",SVAAL URBAN AREAS BY SEX3 

WHITE 

AGE SEX JEWS % POPULATION % JEWS : WHITES 

• 

0-14 M 9,781 27 208,785 33 1:1.2 

F 9,328 25 203,478 32 1:1. 3 

15-19 M 2,854 8 60,264 10 1:1. 2 

F 2,749 7 59,777 10 1:1. 4 

20-24 M 2,073 6 53,931 9 1:1.5 

F 2,252 6 51,608 8 1:1.3 

25-34 M 3,693 10 90,407 14 1:1. 4 

F 4,231 12 86,453 14 1: 1.2 

35-64 M 14,240 40 183,.573 29 1:0.72 

F 14,843 41 186,345 30 1:0.73 

-_. 
65+ M 2,978 8 26,202 4 1:0.5 

F 3,160 9 37,679 6 1:0.67 

UNKNOWN N 11 - 179 - -
F 16 - 171 - -

-
TOTAL M 35,630 99 623,341 99 -

F 36,579 10~ 625,511 100 -
--

(iv) Coluum (h) expresses the estimates in Column (g) as percent.ages of the 

total of Column (g). 

(v) Column (i) ~ Column (h) X 1.5, rounded off to the nearest whole number. 

This gives the area distribution of a sample of 149 Jewish males in Johannesburg. 

3. InforToation extracted from B of S (1.966 b), "Table 2 - Religion by Age, 
Transvaal "(Whites), pp. 16-1.7. 
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JOHANNESBURG METROPOLITAN AREA 

POPULATION CENSUS 1960 SAMPLE TAl'IULATION 

GUIDE TO CODE NtlHRERS FOR AREAS. 4 

SUBURB CODE NO . 

Craighall Parle 38 
Linden, Blairsowrt". ete. 
Ilorthcliff + Rhidale + HontrotU: '9 
Waterval + East Town 40 

FTanklin Roosevelt Parle, "'.ont.somery Park, 41 
Em:aarentia Ext. 

EI:runarentie. >'Lnd Creenside Ext. 42 
Parkhurst 43 
Dunkeld and Dunkeld Wes t 44 
Parkto\ln Jlorth, :l:ossbank. 45 
Par\o;ood, Saxon~!old 46 
nivilillra, Killamey 47 
HO'lghton Eetate 48 
Melrose , Mel1'Os8 Estate, Birdlvwan, 49 

Elton Hill + Ext., Kentvi.ew + 1-:81ro88 
Ext. + Hi nston Ridge, Fairway, Illovo f1:Itt'l 50 
Birnam, Melro!:e North , Abbo tsford 

Bramloy. Ra1lUOlrtl.1s Park, Gres5wold, Savoy 51 
Es ta t e, waverley 52 

Ifichle.nds NarU! , Orch&rds. Gardens. Oakl .... nds 53 
Ri.,plends \'orth Ext • • fai =mon t , Sandr1n(¢llllc, 54 

Sy denh&.' 
Orange Grove , Norwood, Mountain view­
Linksfield North Ext. , Sydenlllll" . Huddle 
Park, Linksfteld 55 

Unksfield, Cyrildene , Dew-etehof 56 
Obse rvatory 51 
Bellevue 
Yeoville 58 
Berea 
New Doorn!ontein, Doonllontein 59 
Judiths Purl, Lorentzville, Bertnms , 60 
HiGhlands, Bellevue, Rar.dview-

nezuidenhout Valley 
Y.ensington Northern Portion 61 
Ker~lngton Southern Portion 62 
Troyvv111e 63 
Jeppestown 
Malvern , Cleveland , Denver 
Heriotdale, Old Heriot Mine (Doshoff G.M. Co. ) 64 
Jupiter Cottaees Station. nosherville Halt, 
Rosherville Power Station, Jupiter Cottages , 65 
City Deep Nourse Y.ines (City Deep) Benrose, 
Robinson + lIo1huter. S ,A, n. Goode Depot, 
Eastern I:ativo Toomship 66 

Jeppeetown (po rtion Western Area ) , Marahalletown. 61 
Oi ty + Suburbsn 66 

Johannesburg Central 
Ilospital Hill (South + Central). Joubert Perk: 
R1l1brow, Braamfontein + Hospital lIill North 
Forest TO\fn, .... eateliff. Pancto .... n, Parktovn + 
Weste Uff 

Jou':le rt Park. S .A. Railways, Wanderers Viev, 
~een Viotoria Hospital, Hillbrc ..... Braamfontein, 69 
lioepi tal Hill 

4. Reproduced from B.of S. (n.d.) 

ST1BlJRB 

Vrededorp, Jan Hofmeyr, Cottesloe + 
Bra8II)fonte1n Wert 

Ferreirasto .... n. Marshallsto .... n 
Ferreirestown. Joharmeeburg Central 
Newtow-n + Burgheredorp, Fordsburg, 
Newtown + Fordsburg, Westgate 

KaJ-fair 
Homestead Park: 
Maytair West 
Rossmore, Brixton 
AUCKland Park, Rossmore 
Mal ville, Riohmond 
Westdene 
Alherteville. Greymont, Ne .... lands. 

Newlands Ext, (Montolare) 
Wevclan. ';iea tern Native TownshiP . 
Sopl'lia.town. COl"Qnationv1l1e 

Industria. 
Langle.egte North. Crosby . Hurs t Hill 
La"6'ls.agte South, Paerlshoop 
Robinson Deep + Stafford. Ne .... Robinson, 
Cro .... n Mines. Mayfair G.M. Co" Hieor, 
C1"Ovn and Penleigh Ext. 1, Lenglaagte 
Ext . + Langdale, Croesus GoM . Co. 

Crown Gardena, Rebertshll.m 
Robertsham. ',.rest 'I'urrfontein 
BooysellB. Ophirton, Lake Vie .... , Booysens 
Reserve 

Sel by, Glenesk, St&fford, Village Deep, 
Village Main 

Turffontein 
Haddon. Lindberg Park, Turf Club. 

Rosettenville Ext. No. }. To .... erby + 
Toverview Ext. No.2, Forest Hill 

Kenil .... orth 
La. Rochelle, Roshflrv111e 
The Hill Ext.., The Hill, Re .... latoh + 
Ext. 1 and Ext. 2, Y.lipriviersberg 
Small Holdings 

Regent Park, Jleroldville + TaylorehaJn 
Ext, 2 and 3 

lO.ipri'viar1lberg, Roseaore, Kli]!riviel'l!l_ 
berg Ext " Onigray, Elladoona . South 
lIill0 

South Rills. South Hills Revlatch + Ext.l 
Steeldalil , Electron. Tuliaa Park 
Linden Ext . , windsor, Lalinda, Klip_ 
fontain 4. Darrenwood , Rlbindale + 
Exta, .fontainebleau, :9lairgcvrle. 
Bordeaux + Craiguul Psrk. Ferndale, 
Mcado .... hurst. Rf\ebu rn, Portion Klipfontein 4 

Tonguani, Vendia Grow, Bryanoton 
Ext. 6, OSUllit, Randburg 

Remainder ot Metropolitan area 
(Urban) 



TABLE 4.2 

AREA Total 
Jevs . 

01 10 

02 ,00 
0, 90 
04 2,299 

05 ?,f.70 

" 120 

01 610 

06 '10 

09 2,181 

10 1.361 

11 2,550 
12 1,199 
1) 1,850 

14 J .OOO 

15 J.ooo 

16 3,131 

17 700 

16 2,370 

'9 1,910 

20 2.840 
21 4,081 

22 4,490 

2J 1,070 

24 640 

25 620 

26 1,020 

27 520 

26 J9 

29 220 

)0 -
Jl -
J2 -
JJ 100 

J4 2,251 
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JEWISH POPULATION OF JOHANNESBURG ACCORDING TO 

AREA OF RESIDENCE AND SEX5 

'rotal Jewish ~oaga Jewish ~ :a.ga tots AiU:.I. 10tal fotal .Jewish 
Population Hal es Total Females Jew, Jews Populatio Males 

J~. FQl!lAles 
Mllles 

3.980 10 .04 - - '5 2,290 8,091 1,027 

B,110 210 .16 90 .31 " 1 ,710 7,211 6,6 

2 , 282 20 .o? 10 .24 '1 340 l,e6e 130 
1,002 1,181 4.42 1,112 }.a6 ,6 10 4,661 10 

4. 711 1,327 4.95 1,343 4.66 '9 20 1,039 20 

7,110 50 .19 10 .24 40 629 5.670 408 

2,300 269 1.08 321 1.11 41 20 1,427 20 

6 ,101 170 .6' 200 .69 42 310 11,870 150 

7,561 1,018 J.SO 1,163 4.05 4J - 660 -
1,931 559 2.0B 602 2.78 44 - 3.979 -
4,619 1,337 4099 1,213 4.21 45 10 4,611 10 

3,931 tit'S 2.53 521 1.81 46 - ' ,I SO -
4.931 056 J.2O 992 J.44 47 JO 5.951 20 

9.441 1,836 6.85 1,964 6,83 46 - 6,559 -
7 , 200 1,417 5.50 1,523 5.}0 49 - 10,706 -

11.162 1,407 5.25 1,724 6.00 50 - 170 -
1,440 J69 1.38 J31 1.15 51 - 49 -
3, 390 1,117 4.16 1,253 4.J5 52 - 7.000 -
3,389 916 J .64 932 ;.24 5J - 1,360 -
8,144 1,387 5.16 1.45; 5.05 54 - 2,801 -
8,602 1,886 1.04 2,195 7.62 55 120 5,230 60 

11,160 2,035 1.59 2,455 8.52 56 10 3,349 10 

4,771 549 2.04 521 1.81 57 7C 2,270 JO 

6,540 439 1.64 401 1.;9 56 - 1,029 -
8,256 279 1.04 J41 1.18 59 50 8,389 20 

8,291 509 1.90 511 1.71 60 50 5,801 JO 

6,051 229 .65 291 1.01 61 61 5,6;3 20 

4,139 19 .07 20 .07 62 240 14.519 lJO 

11,408 150 .56 70 .24 6J 220 ;,420 n o 
9,190 - - - - 64 10 3.321 10 

1, 850 - - - - 65 - 2,201 -
140 - - - - 66 10 6,817 10 

5.754 '69 1.45 Jll 1.08 67 - 190 -
11,963 966 3.61 1,283 4.46 66 JO 4,689 20 

69 1,999 28,951 1,0;1 

_"o t!l.1 7,651 398,517 21,856 

" JI:"clud~l1j 
\rea 69 1 ,0;7 

otal 
1-69 26,819 

;:ege 
Total 
Jew, 
: ales 

,.02 
3.16 

. 46 

.04 

.01 

1.52 

.01 

.56 

-
-
.04 

-
.07 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
.22 

.04 

.11 

-
oO? 
.11 

.07 

.46 

. 41 

.04 

-
.04 

-
.07 

-

5. B.of S. (n.d., Table 4 Whites - All Ages according to Religion) 

.Jewish ~.A.ee totol 
FeIllAles J~ . 

Females 

1,26} 4.'9 
612 ,.02 

210 .73 

- -
- -
421 1.46 

- -
160 .55 

- -
- -
- -
- -
10 .OJ 

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
60 .21 

- -
40 .14 

- -
30 .10 

20 oO? 
41 .14 

110 .J6 

110 .J6 

- -
- -
- -
- -
10 .OJ 

962 -

29.795 

- 962 

28,833 



TABLE 4.3 

AREA All 
Jeva 

• 

02 300 
04 2,299 

05 2,670 

07 610 

08 310 

09 2,181 

10 1,361 

11 2,550 

12 1,199 
13 1,850 

14 3.000 

15 3.000 
16 3,131 

11 700 

18 2,370 

19 1,910 

20 2,840 

21 4,081 

22 4,490 

23 1,070 

24 840 

25 620 

26 1,020 

21 520 

29 220 

33 700 

34 2,251 

35 2,290 

36 1,710 

31 340 

40 829 

42 310 

62 240 

63 220 

Se1eoted 
a~lI~ 

'lotal 4,892 

Areae ~~ 
tedl'ro 2,159 

ill A"'~ 
'rotal 51,651 
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SAMPLE OF JOHANNESBURG JEWISH POPULATION ACCORDING TO AREA 

OF RESIDENCE AND SEX6 

P M 1. L E S. 
Total Jews a 'l!otlll. Ea •• All J~. Jew. N •• Total Each area ~. Popula- ;a .. Malu- irea as 

I~I malu 
J~. 

m.alel!l 18 in Jev. ~ ;age Females f~. Uon. Jewi . ~ge of papu_ 18 yra . yre. and OM· F'el!talee of total ~ lation. Total . &. oYar. 
alss 

0-17 over 8.. pl. Jev. 0-17 18 ,..,. 
yean ;.... .f 150. rBDIates yeare old &: 
old 1 total in in seleot .1d over. 
oaoh .,slected ad areas . in each 
area. areu. area . 

b • d 0 f • h i j k 1 m 

8,110 4 210 .79 42 122 • 68 1 90 .32 39 55 
1 , 002 33 IrlA1 4.49 42 689 ;.87 6 1,112 3.91 41 656 

4,711 51 1, 321 5.02 39 810 4·55 7 1,343 4.12 35 813 

2,300 26 289 1.09 2b 214 1.20 2 321 1.13 26 238 

6,101 6 110 .64 36 109 .61 1 200 .10 26 148 

1,581 29 1,018 ;.85 33 682 3.8; 6 1,163 4.09 29 826 

1,931 10 559 2.11 9 509 2.86 4 80'2 2 . 82 18 658 

4,619 55 1,331 5.06 41 709 3.98 6 I,2l} 4.26 29 861 

3.931 30 6]a 2.56 43 381 2.17 3 521 1.8; 33 349 
4,931 31 858 3.25 41 506 2.84 4 992 ;.48 44 556 

9,441 40 1,836 6.95 39 1,120 6.29 9 1,964 6.90 36 1,251 

7,260 41 1,477 5.59 44 821 4.64 1 1,523 5.35 31 960 

11,162 " 1,401 5.32 )5 915 5.14 8 1,724 6.06 35 1,121 

1,440 49 369 1.40 40 221 1.24 2 331 1.16 41 195 

3,380 70 1,117 4.23 31 104 3. 95 6 1,253 4.40 42 721 

3,3fl9 56 918 3.70 4' 499 2.80 4 932 3.27 36 591 

8,144 35 1,387 5.25 30 971 5.45 8 1.453 5.10 26 1,075 

8,602 41 1,886 7.13 29 1,339 7 .52 11 2,195 1.71 23 1,690 

11,160 40 2,035 1.70 19 1,648 9 .26 14 2, 455 8.62 21 1,940 

4,771 22 549 2.08 33 368 2.07 3 521 1.83 31 )60 

6. 590 13 439 1.66 37 271 1.55 2 401 1.41 31 211 

8,256 1 279 1.05 38 '73 .97 1 341 1 .20 38 212 

8, 291 12 509 1.92 35 331 1.86 3 511 1 .79 29 363 

6,051 8 229 .87 21 167 .94 1 291 1.02 30 204 

11 ,408 2 150 .51 43 86 .48 1 10 .25 36 -
5,759 12 389 1 .41 1 362 2.03 3 3ll 1.09 9 283 

11,963 19 968 3.66 12 852 4.18 1 1,283 4.51 8 1,180 

6,091 28 1,027 3. 86 13 894 5·02 8 1,263 4.44 10 1,137 

1,211 24 838 3.17 )3 562 3.16 5 812 3.06 28 628 

1,868 4 "0 .49 22 101 .51 1 210 .74 21 166 

5,610 15 408 1.54 4 392 2.20 3 421 1 .48 6 396 

11,810 3 lSO .51 38 93 .52 1 160 .56 40 96 

14.519 2 1)0 .49 34 86 l .93 
1 110 .39 23 8'j 

;,420 6 110 . 42 28 19 110 .39 31 16 

231.553 23 6,430 99.97 11,004 99.96 149 6,462 99 . 99 ~.245 

160,964 2 1,426 1,333 

398.517 14 21.856 29,195 

6. Calculated from B.of S. (n.d., Table 4) 

Jav . N • • 
f8ll&l.es in 
18 yre. sBlDjlle 
&. over 
.. ;a .. 

150 

of total 
in sel_ 
ected 
ari!!(I.8. 

n • 

." -
3.24 5 
4.;1 6 

1.17 2 

.73 1 

4.08 6 

~.25 5 
4.25 6 

1.72 3 
2.15 4 

6.21 9 

4.74 1 

5.54 8 

.96 1 

3.59 5 

2.95 4 

5.31 8 

S.35 13 

9.58 14 

1 . 78 3 

1.37 2 

1.05 2 

1.19 3 
1.01 2 

- -
1.40 2 

5,63 9 

5.62 8 

;.10 5 
.82 1 

1 .96 3 

.41 1 

l .19 
1 

99.99 49 
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(vi) The procedure followed for Jewish females is the same as for males, so that 

columns (j) (0) are analogous to columns (a) (i) . 

(e) It was felt that this procedure was justifiable on the following grounds:­

(i) Insofar as there may be any relation between area of residence and socio-

economic status, this would be reflected in the structure of the sample. It was 

not expected that any particular suburb would be accurately represented by the 

parti cular respondents chosen, but that the overall picture of Johannesburg Jews 

would emerge with reasonable accuracy. 

(ii) The f act that the number of respondents required from each suburb "a.s 

determined by the absolute Je"ish population of that suburb facilitated the practical 

field problem of locating Jewish respondents. Thus, in areas of high Je"ish 

concentration a large number of subjects "ere interviewed, while those in which less 

than 0.5% of Johannesburg Jews resided, were not canvassed. 

(iii) By including all areas in which more than 0.5% of Jews were to be found, any 

--difference s r esulting from easy avai labi Ii ty or non-avai labi Ii ty of the amenities of 

Jewish community life, or from residing in high or low density Jewish population 

areas, would emerge. 

c. Locating the Sample 

(a) Using Holmden's Register of Greater Johannesburg Townships, all streets in 

the selected suburbs were numbered consecutively from 1 - 1,441 in the 'Alphabetical 

List of Streets' at pp. 8 - 78. Using the table of random numbers, published as 

'Table G' in Edwards ,A.: Statistical Analysis, the required number of streets 

for each suburb was selected. 

Since the main purpose of randomly selecting streets was to minimize arbitrary 

sele ction by interviewers in meeting suburb an quotas, the number of streets selected 

'vas dete!.1Iiined as follows: 
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(i) The minim~~ number of streets for various sizes of suburban ' quota was arbitrarily 

fixed at 2, 3 or I, for quotas 2, 3 or 4 respondents, respectively; 5 streets for 5 

to 10 respondents; S streets for 11+ respondents. 

(ii) All streets selected in the first random' draw were listed. Although for 

some areas the rrL1 .. uima were filled or exceeded, additional streets were drawn for all 

areas. It was decided that in Killarney, Hillbrow, Johannesburg Central and 

Hospital Hill the minimum number of streets could be drawn, since these are 

predominantly flat-land arcas with few streets. It was felt that even if there 

were streets in these areas wi th no Jewish residen'ts the suburban quota could be met 

in a smaller number of streets without seriously biassing the sample because of the 

high population dens ity. In all other areas, at least lover the minimum required 

number of streets was dra,m, if the suburb had a high proportion of Jews and/or a small 

quota of respondents; 2 over ' if streets were very short "ith few flats and/or if the 

a rea included several suburbs each having many Jewish residents; more than 2 over 

(maximtm 6 over) if there was a low proportion of Jewish residents in the area and 

difficulty in locating Jews might be encountered. The following surpluses for each 

area were drawn: o Areas 10, 19, 33, 34, 35; 1 

13, 24; 2 

62/3. 

Areas 09, 11, 14, 20, 21, 22, 23, 36; 3 

Areas 04, OS, 07, 08, 12, 

Areas 15, 16, 18, 25/6/7, 

(iii) A total of 177 streets was drawn. Long streets running throi.lgh two areas 

without changing their names were duplicated, so that 183 listings '''ere a<:tually 

ffiade, 6 being duplications. 

(iv) During the course of actual field-\'lOrk, several additional streets Here selected 

in roos t suburb s . This was necessary for a number of reasons: suburban quotas 

could not be filled in the streets originally listed and streets with no residences 

had to be replaced. Also in a feH cases intervie\·le.rs sf;opped \.,1orking after 3. day 

or two, but informed the author only at the end of a .:eek. By that time they had 

forgotten exactly which resi dences they had canvassed, since they had not kept records, 

and those s tree ts Here then abandoned. 

The se.lection of additional streets folloT\'E:d, fo t' th2 iTLOSt part, the 
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procedure already described. However in Hillbrow, Hospital Hill, Johannesburg , 

Central, Killarney and Parkwood, interviewers were simply instructed to canvass 

the remaining streets in any order, since the total number of streets in those 

areas is small. In Doornfontein and Judiths Paar1, which have deteriorated 

in recent years, interviewers were instructed to canvass specific streets which 

were known not to have deteriorated as badly as those originally selected,and in 

which Jews might still be found. 

(b) Although areas 02, 25, 26, 27, 62, 63 were all ' large they had a small 

proportion of Jewish residents. It was therefore decided to amalgamate 02 with 

04, 25 with 26 and 27, and 62 with 63. All these amalgamated areas were contiguous 

and socia-economically similar. In the selection of streets, each amalgamated area 

was treat ed as a unit. In the case of area 08, no Jewish respondents were found, 

and quota was added to that of area 10 which, though not contiguous, is nearby 

and probably similar socio-economically. 

(c) Having selected the number of males and females required in each 1Cesidential 

area and the streets in which r espondent s were to be sought, there remained the 

final criterion of stratification: age. Table ' 4.1 above shows th at t he 

age distribution of the Transvaal Urban Jewish population for both men and women 

i s in the approximate proportion of 4 (18-34): 5 (35-64): 1 (65+). At first 

an attempt was made to stratify areas, or groups of 31Ceas, strictly according to 

these proportions. In practice this proved impossible since, as may be seen in 

"Table 1", Johannesburg Sample Tabu~ation t he age structure varies considerably 

from area to ar ea. It was therefore decided to assign age quotas, on the basis of 

interviewers ' experience of an area, whilst that area was actually being canvassed . 

A progress chart was updated daily and this made it possible to maintain an over"l l 

picture of the age distribution of the sample. 

(d) The final distribution of the sample by suburb, sex, and age is shown in Table 

4.4. 
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TABLE 4.4 

FINAL DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE BY SEX, AGE AND AREA OF RESIDENCE 

AGE 

"'''' "'"' 
AREA 18 - }4 }5 - 64 

~~ Male Female Male Female 

20 Bellevue/Bellevue East 4 } } 

22 Bel'es 5 5 6 

24 Bertraros/Judlths Paarl - - 1 

I} Bramley/Savoy/Waverley 2 1 2 

2} Doornfontein/New Doornfonteln - - 1 

07 Dunkeld/Hyde Park - 1 -
04 Erumarentia & Extensions } 1 4 

05 Greenslde & Extensions 4 1 } 

14 Highlands North-West 5 2 } 

15 Hig!:.lands North Ext. - East 5 } 2 

}5 Hillbrow 6 5 } 

}4 Hospital Hill 5 4 } 

11 Houghton 2 2 } 

}} Johannesburg Central - 1 2 

25-7 Kenalngton/Bezuldenhout Valley - 1 } 

8,10 Kl11erney/Rosebank 2 } 3 

17-18 linkafield/Cyrildene/de We ts 2 4 6 
Hof 

12 Melrose/Birdhaven 1 - 1 

16 Norwood/Orange Grove } 5 4 

19 Observatory & Extension 1 2 1 

09 S13.xonYlold/Ferkwood 1 1 5 

62-63 Southern ~uburbs - - -
}6 Westcllffe/farktown/Foresttonn 2 2 2 

21 Yeoville 6 6 5 

TCTl,L 59 5} 66 

NOTE: AGE RATIOS - ~ 4.}(18 - 34): 4.8D5 - 64): 0.9(65+) 

FEMALE }.5(le - }4), 5.5(}5 - 64): 1.0(65+) 

} 

8 

2 

} 

1 

1 

4 

5 

S 

2 

5 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

} 

7 

79 

65 and over Tota l 

Male Female Male Female 

- 1 7 7 

2 1 13 14 

1 - 2 2 

- - 4 4 

1 1 2 2 

- - - 2 

- - 7 5 

- - 7 6 

1 1 9 11 

- - 7 5 

1 - 10 10 

- - 8 9 

1 - 6 6 

- ? 2 5 

1 1 4 4 

- 1 5 6 

- - 8 6 

- 1 2 } 

1 1 8 8 

- 1 2 4 

- 1 6 6 

- 1 - 2 

1 - 5 5 

2 1 13 14 

12 14 l}7 146 
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D. Interview Procedure 

Hhile the author conducted all the prelimi"ary interviews himself, he was 

assisted in the pilot study by two graduate students in Social Anthropology. The 

final schedule, however, was administered entirely by paid interviewers (including 

the two already mentioned). These were, for the most part, gr;iuate or final-year 

Sociology students, reconnnended by Mrs. E. Zucker, who ~\1as, at ti,.;.: time, 

responsible for students' practical work in the Department of Sociology, Univers ity 

of the Wibvatersrand. A few were Social Anthropology graduates, whom the author 

knew well, and the remainder had had experience as market research investigators. 

Of the 22 interviewers, 7 were men, and these returned a tot al of 56 completed 

schedul es . 

Table 4.5. 

The number of intervie"s by each intervielVer is reflected in 

As interviewers were recruited, they were given an outline of the purpose 

of the study and we re briefed regarding selection of respondents, mode of approach, 

how to conduct the interview, and the circumstances under which they should call 

back or substit.ute. Each interviewer was given a map of his or her area 

together with a list of streets and a quota of men and women in the various 

age-groups. Most of these instructions were embodied ~n a handout, given to 

interviewers, and reproduced ~n Appendix C. They were also given a signed 

letter of introduction and authority, also reproduced in Appendix C. 

Table 4.6 shows the total number of call s made in order to yield the final 

sample of 283 Jews. It should be noted that 134 Jews were either not at home , were 

on the point of going out, or were 'busy'. Unless the interview'er was 

innnediately able to arrange an appointment for a more suitable time, no call­

backs were made if the quota was subsequently filled in the remaining homes 

selected by means of the sampling procedure. Hhe re the quota ".2.8 not filled, 

one call-back to people who had not been home was made. 

, I 
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The schedule 2'eproGuced in Appendix A, was designed for completion . by the 

intervie';;er dur ing the. cnurse of the interview, except for records of unsuccessful 

calls and commEnts on the inter vie","'o Instructions regarding the manner in which 

questions "ere to De asked have already been discussed in Chapter Three, section E, 

and ure include d in Appendix C. 

The first few schedules r e turned by any interviewer (or all schedules where 

10 or l e ss .,ere returned), were dlecked by the auther together with the 

intervie'to.'er for discrepancie"s, inconsistencies and lack. of clarity. No formal 

checking-up procedure was foaowed, since considerable formal feedback from 

respondent s known to the author, was forthcoining. Furthermore, when the author 

was able to identify a respondent by his address or in any other way, he made 

enquiries about the interview and interviewer. 

It should also be mentioned that all interviewers were English-speaking 

Jews, and that they were instructe d to introduce themselves by name, as well as 

to wear a Star of David p"ndant or some other identifying mark, if possible. 

Their ages ranged from 19 to the early t<;enties, ,..,ith one interviewer being in 

her late thirties. Both male and female inte rviewers ,;orked in all types of 

sururbs and most worked at night and Yleekends as well as during the day. 

All were s tude:lts or recent graduates. 

In general) intervim~·2·cs showed a good deal of interest in the project as 

a "'hole and in ·the interviel<s themselves, though six schedules had to be scrapped 

becaUSe of carelessness and lack of interest on the part of one or two 

interviewers. Payment "'·3S at the r a ta of R2.00 per completed interview. 

For the most part, intervie.Y!s were completed in a single session of 45-60 minutes, 

though SOIr.e y.Jere. longe r. 

to complet eo . 

Thirteen int e rv i et-ls requi red two or more sessions 
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TABLE 4.5 NW..BER OF INTERVIEl-iS .PER INTERVIEHER X SEX OF L"lTERVIEHER 

. 

Sex of Interviewer 1 Number of IntervieYs Tot a l I! Total 

1 1- 4 I 5-9 t 10-14 I 15-24 
1

25+ Interviewers II IntervievTs 
I --

Male 1 3 2 1 0 7 56 

Femal e 2 4 4 2 3 I 15 233 

Total 3 r= 6 3* 3* 22 289 

NOTE: (a) *These 6 interviewers comp leted 169 interviews between them. 

(b) · Of the t,,~al 289 interviews, six schedules were discarded for various 
reasons, leaving a total sample of 283. 

TABLE 4 _ 6 NlP.1llER OF CALLS l'.ADE BY INTERVIEHERS InTi'! DETAILS OF THOSE 
,,'HICH HERE UNSUCCESSFUL 

Detai Is of Call "0'"0." a - - - -
Non-Jews 908 
-----

Jews - but outs ide quota 103 
,---
Jel<s - unsucces sfu l t:al}'s: not at home 79 

going out 11 

busy (tending children, e.ating , I 
unspecified) I 44 

illness in home 7 

could not speak English 3 

afraid to admi. t stranger into 
home 4 

"husband not a t home." 7 

outright refusal 43 
-- -

Total 196 

Total calls 'vi t hout intervie10Js 1209 
--
Total intervie':,.Js 289 
-- --
Total calls 1498 

-- - - --- .. _- -
Final samp l" 283 

- I 
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E~ Pl-ocessing Pro~edure_ and Staxis tical A~alysis 

The schedules were '"oded according to the key in Appendix B, and punched 

on to 80-column IBM cards - 3 cards to each schedule (Le_ respondent). Basic 

counts for each question and a lar-ge nurrber of cross-tabulations were executed 

on an IBH-360 cOlllpucer. All cross-tabulations were then subjected to chi square 

or median tests in a preliminary search for possible relationships. It should 

be emphasized that t;l.e broadest criteria of relevance operated at this stage so 

that the data could, as it were 'speak for themselves'. Cross-tabulations 

which then appeared to be relevant both in terms of the chi square tests and 

quali tati vely, t,.,Tere then analys ed further. Subsequent analysis included tests 

of significar..ce (chi square, median tests), Principal Components Factor 

Analysis wi th Variraax Rotation 7 ~ PeHrson corre lations, partial correl ations, 

scalogram analysis, and the various analyses of the attitude scale items and sub-scale 

totals described in Chapter Three. 

Since the chi square test is the oue most frequently used in the present 

study, it should be noted that the procedures adopted are those des ·cribed by 

Siegel (1956) for two independent samples (ibid. ,pp .104--116) and foe k 

independent sa,nples (ibid. ,pp.l75-l79). The rules followed were: 

(a) For 2 X 2 tables: chi squares ·were corrected for continuity ln all cases 

(ib_id.,p.l06); ar.d expected cell frequencies always exceeded 5. Where the 

second condition was not satisfied, the Fisher Exact Probability Test with 

Tocher's modification \-.'as used (ib i d. ,pp.96-l04). 

(b) For k X k tables: not more than 20% of cells had an expected frequency of 

Ie.s8 ~han · 5; and degrees of freedom (k-l) (r-l). ylliere, in Chapter Five, 

the. chi squ8J:'e test has been used as a test of 'goodness of fit', degrees of 

freedom = (k-l) (ib~,!: , pp. 43-1.4 and Eduards 1965,p.64). 

7. 1' 0 fll:"ther detai Is C:lI1 be given on the Factor Ap..alysis as this technique was 
sugge.sl:c.d ana used, on the author's behalf, by a colleague in the Department 
of Psychology at the liniversity of the lVitw'tersrand, Dr. (then Hr.) 
Lesli e Helamed. 
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(c) The median test followed the rules above. Dichotomization of the sample 

was either into 'median and above' and 'below median', or '~bove median' and 'median 

and below' . Tnis is indicated in each case . 

(d) Invariably, throughout the present study, the chi square and median tests 

have been used·as two-tailed te sts : it has been hypothesized that differences exist 

between the variables under consideration, ,,·ithout suggesting their direction. 

This is consistent with the essentially exploratory nature of the study (see 

8 
Chapter Two) . 

(e) Since, as in most social scientific research, the present sample is n ot 

truly random, due caution has been exercised i n the 'use and interpretation of 

statistical tests. For this reason, while t he 1% level of confidence has 

been selected in evaluating the significance of c.hi square values, values 

significant up to the 5% level have also been noted in order to minimize the 

Type II error - i.e. "to accept the null h~pothesis when in fact it is f"lse" 

(Siegel 1956,p .9). 

(f) Results o f chi square tests have been presented in one of two ways: 

in some cases, the complete cross-tabulation is given, together with the value 

of (a-e) 2/e so that the contributi.on of each cell to the chi square value is 

readily discernible; in other cases - only the degrees of freedom, chi square 

value, and p value are given togethe r with . an expla.nation of the nature of the 

distribution. 

The Principal Components Factor Analysis with Va.rimax Rotation was applied 

in three instances in an attempt to discover relations between a large numbe r of 

variables simultaneously. It was applied most usefully to the attitude 

scale items and attitude sub-scale totals, and "'as of considerable assistance 

in their interpretation. The technique was also applied, less legitimately 

perhaps (as is pointed out in Chapter Nine), but resulting in some useful 

insights) in com?aring the degrees of observance of a number of reI igiollS la\"ls . 

8. Even where, as in Chapter Nine, so"'e hypotheses imply directionality, two-t"ile~ 
tests have been used. The use of two-tailed t ests in testing the nu~I. ! 

hypothesis, irrespective of directionality) would seem to derive SOUto? support 
from Bakan (l970,pp . 249-251) , while H.j. Eysenck ("The Cuncept of Sta,.istical 
Significance and the CantToversy about One-Tailed Te s ts", Psychologic z.l Pt"': v-:Q ' 
6~, 4, 196C , pp.269--271) ~ r0ues that oee-tailed tests shou-ic. L"'-::t-b-c-~l~se::--·::.~ ~i·.i.j. 

I 
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It may be pointed out that, because of the largely nominal and ordinal nature 

of the data, non-parar:tetric statistics have, on the who1.e, been preferred. 

Parametric techniques have, as is normal practice, been used in the analysis of 

the Likert-type attitude scale (Chapters Three and Six). Their application to 

the data on religious observance is less defensible, but, as has been mentioned, 

the results are of interest. 

In general, it should be emphasized that in the present study, the 

limitations of sample selection, as well as of the problems inherent in forcing 

highly variable qualitativ<e data into categories, has been born constantly ln 

mind. The use of statistics has, therefore, been regarded as an aid to 

discovering possible relationships rather than as conclusive evidence of such 

relationships. Fundamentally the mode of analysis is qualitative, rather than 

quanti tati ve. 

F. Sumrnarj and Evaluation 

The procedure adopted was essentially that of quota sampling, while the 

actual selection of respondents within each category was randomized as far as 

possib Ie. It should be emphasized, however; that the reason for sampling in 

this manner was prompted by practical rather than conceptual considerations: 

that is, quotas were used to maximize representativeness rather ~han because of _ 

their inherent relevance to the enquiry. It is therefore not regarded as 

critical that the census data from which the quotas were determined ·\.lere almost 

ten ye~.rs old or that Jewish residential patterns had change d to some extent. 

What is · important is that, on the "hole, the sample is probably representative. 

of Johannesburg Jeus over the age of 17: it is drawn from most areas in which 

Jews are to be found, and has adequate proportions of men and women throughout 

the various age-groups. Hith r e gard to other demographic features, the 

repres entativenes s Gf the sample may be judged from the Tables presented in 

Chapte r Five. 

II 
I 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF JOHANNESBURG JEHS 

A. Introduction 

In this chapter it is proposed to describe briefly the demographic 

characteristics of the Jews of South Africa and, more specifically, of Johannesburg. 

Most of the data, like those upon which the sampling quotas were based, are 

contained in the Year Books and other publications cif the South African Bureau 

of Statistics . Additional official information, not published but made available 

by the Bureau to the South African Jewish Board of Deputies l , was also at the 

author's disposal. Finally, data are available from a small number of sample 

surveys of which Sonnabend' s 1935 study' of Johannesburg Jews is the most relevant. 

The contribution which the present study can make to our knowledge of the 

demographic structure of the local Jewish population is l imi t ed by the very 

nature of the sampling procedure. Neverthe less, some of the characteri s tics 

of the present sample may at least be suggestive of po ss ible trends . 

. B. The Origins and Growth of the Jewish Population 

Saron (1965, pp. 9 ff.) divides Jewish i mmigr at ion to South Africa into six 

clearly def i ned periods: (a) From 1652 unt i l ab out 1800 individuals of JeHish 

extraction settled in the country. It is prob ab le, however, that most of the se 

did not profess t heir original faith but were converted t o Christianity . 

(b) Between 1800 and 1880 a few t housand British and other western European Jews 

enngrated t o South Africa. Although they laid the foundat ions of organi sed 

J ewish communal life, these early settl ~rs must have assimilated fairly rapidly 

into the non-Jewi sh majority since few, if any , Jewish descendants of these 

families remain today . 

1. The South Afr i can Jewish Board of Deputies is a loo.se federation of J ewish 
congregations and other associations throughou.t the Republic . Although 
it has no official standing, it is regarded, for a ll practical purposes, as 
r epresenting the corporate interests of the Jewish community in relation t o the 
Government and its admini stration. 



(c) During the last two decades of the nineteenth century a large number of Jews, 

also mainly from the West, joined the diamond and gold rushes in Kimberley and 

on the Witwatersrand, respectively. 

(d) At about the same time; the largest and most important stream of 

immigration began, and continued until the passing of the Aliens Act in 1937. 

These J ews came from the intensely Jewish environment of the segregated villages 

and ghettoes of Lithuania and other parts of Eastern Europe, in the hope of 

finding political freedom and economic securi ty~ 

(e) Increasing Nazi persecution and pressure accounted for the arrival of several 

thousand refugees, mainly from Germany, during 'the 1930's. 

(f) Following World War II, there has been no Jewish immigration as such and 

only a small number of individuals has entered the country. 

Although precise information about the size of the Jewish population dates 

only from the first official census of 1904, earlier records enabled Saran (ibid. 

p. 13) to estimate its grow'th since about 1880. The avai lable information is 

summarized in Table 5.1. 

With the sharp decrease in immigration since the beginning of World War II, 

and with the passage of time, the proportion of l ocal- born Jews has increased. 

In a survey of Johannesburg Jews in 1935, Sonnabend (1948, p. 16) found that 

78.57% of persons under the age of 30 were born in South Africa. As Tab le 

5.2 shows, in the present survey, 60% aged 30 years and over fell into that 

category. 

2 . Official figures made available to the South Afri can Jewish Board of 
Deputies show that of a total 16,532 Jewish immigrant s to the country from 
1927-1936, 6,510 (39%) came from Lithuania, 1,593 (10%) came from Latvia , 
and 2,513 (15%) came from Poland. In the present survey of Johannesburg Jews, 
70% were descendants of parents or grandparents born in Eas t ern Europe , or were 
themselves born there. 
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TABLE 5.1 

GROHTH OF JEIHSl:l POPULATION OF SOUTH AFRICA: 1880-1960 

Increase since previous count Jews as percentage 
-, of White 

YEAR TOTAL Total IIIlIlligrants population 

I * 2** 1880 4,000- - 1. 

* I 1890 10,000 6,000 -

* *** ** 1900 I 25,000 15,000 ) 40,000 2.8 

1904 38,101 13 ,101 3.4 
I 

1911 46,919 8,818 3.7 , 
1918 

, 
58,741 11,822 4.1 

1921 62,103 3,362 8 176*** , 4.1 

1926 71,816 9,713 4.3 

1936 r 90,6 /,5 18,829 16,5320 4.5 

1946 104,156 13,511 3,157° 4.4 

1951 108,497 4,341 2,135 0 4.1 
--

1960 114,762 6,265 - 3.7 

NOTE: (a) * Estimates by Saran (1965, p. 13 and 1955, p. 89). 

TABLE 5.2 

(b) ** Saron gives t he total whi te population of South Af rica as 
<?A.()()() in 1R7'i 'mn R'in , ()()() in 1Rqq 11 q'i'i , nn. R'i "nn Rq , 

respectively). Percentages of Jews based on these figures are, 
of course., only rongh estiIr.ates. 

(c) a Official Government statistics quoted by Saran (1955, Epilogue, 
passim) . 

(d) *** Estimates by Saran (1955, p. 377). 

PLACE OF BIRTH BY AGE: 1968 SAMPLE SURVEY 

AGE IN YEARS TOTAL 
PLACE OF BIRTH 

18-29 30-44 45-59 60+ No. % 

Eastern Europe o 6 14 29 49 17 

Germany I Austria o 352 10 4 

Other outside South Africa 3 557 20 7 

South Africa 78 62 48 10 198 70 

2 3 6 III 
F=-====================~i~' =====F=--=='=F====~'====#===~~"==~ 
1_1_·0_TAL_-________________ ~I~-___ L_1_7_7 __ ~ __ 7_3 __ ~-4-9~Li2-8-3 __ ~~~~ 
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It might also be mentioned that of the total 198 locally-born respondents: 

(a) 3 had paternal grandfathers (and fathers) who were born in South Africa; 

(b) 35 had fathers who were born in South Africa; 

(c) 21 had foreign-born . fathers who had come to South Africa at an early age 

with their fathers. 

In addition, 6 respondents, who were themselves born elsewhere, were the 

children of locally-born fathers. 

If category (c) is included, then, approximately one quarter (23%) . of 

the sample may be regarded as at least second generation South African. The 

adult Jewish population, though predominantly locally-born, is thus not far 

removed from its Eastern European .origins either in time or in generation. 

C. Home Language 

One measure of acculturation is the change which has occurred in the home 

languages used by South African Jews. According to the 1936 Census, 76% 

spoke English, 1.6% Afrikaans, 1.3% German and 19% Yiddish. In the Transvaal 

the same proportion spoke English at home, but 21% spoke Yiddish. By 1951 

the proportion of Yiddish-speakers had dVlindled to 9% and 10%, respectively 

(B. of S., 1960, p. A26). In the present sample this change is reflected in 

the comparison between the home languages of respondents and their parents. 

Table 5.3 shOl's clearly the tremendous decrease in the use of Yiddish, and 

highlights the unmistakeab1e tendency to acculturate to the English-speaking 

rather than to the Afrikaans-speaking section of the population . 

·1 



TABLE 5.3 

LANGUAGE 

English 

English 

Yiddi sh 

English 

Other 

Unknown 

TOTAL 
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HOME LANG1)AGES OF JOHANNESBURG JE\oIS IN 

1968 COHPARED \oIITH THOSE OF THEIR ?ARENTS. 

Parents Respondents 

No. % No. 

132 47 243 

and Yiddish 31 11 14 

82 29 18 

and other 8 2 4 

21 7 4 

9 3 -

283 99 283 

D. Geographical an'd Residential Distribution 

% 

86 

5 

6 

1 

1 I 
-

99 
I 

Although a large proportion of ,the Jewish innnigrants had come from rural 

villages in Eastern Europe, they had not been an agricultural communi~y. In 

South Africa, some did in fact become farmers while others, also in the rural 

areas, pursued their previous occupations as petty traders, pedlars and artisans. 

Most, hm.ever, settled in the urban areas either initially or after some years, 

while children from the rural areas tended to drift into the towns. This over-

whelming preference for urban life is reflected in Table 5.4 which shm"s that 

even in 1936, when almost one-third of the total "hi te population lived in rural 

areas, 96 .4% of Jews lived in tmms. By 1960 the proportion of Je>!s in the rural 

areas had declined even further and .,as one-thirteenth that of the proportion of 

all "hites. A further trend, which is apparent from Table 5.5, is the movement 

to the larger ffietropolitan areas . ~~ereas in 1936, 71% of Jews lived in the 

seven major cities this had increased to 83% in 1960. The vast majority, 

however, were concentrated in Johanneshurg (50% of the total) and Cape Town (20%). 

It is also significant, though not unexp<=cted, thet t he proportion of Jews living 

1n the major cities is t«ice that of all whites. 
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TABLE 5.4 

JEWISH POPULATION: PROVINCE X URBAN/RURAL, 1936 AND 19603 . 

URBAN RURAL 

PROVINCE No. % No. % TOTAL JEWS TOTAL WHITES JEWS /WHITES % 

CAPE 31653 98.6 451 1.4 32104 1001434 3.2 
-

TRANSVAAL 72209 98.8 842 1.2 73051 1462753 I 5.0 

ORANGE FREE STATE 3037 96.2 120 3.8 3157 276311 1.1 

NATAL 6086 98 . 3 103 1.7 6189 337012 1.8 

SOUTH AFRICA - JEWS 

1960 112985 98 .7 1516 1.3 114501 - 3.7 

1936 .. 96.4 - 3.6 - - 4.5 
---

SOUTH AFRICA - WHITES 
1960 2570053 83.5 507457 16 . 5 - 3077510 -

1936 - 68 . 1 - 31.9 - - -

TABLE 5.5 

JEWISH POPULATION OF MAJOR CITIES: 1936 AND 19604 

1960 C:'::l::SUS 1936 cs:rsl,.'S 
fl~JOR CITIES .n:. .... ·iS WH.I~ES £ -I5/, , f1 " <:' ':,:. ;:' " -:.."" t·' ; ' 'i'or:iL S . A. Jb\"'S ,re'iSf,hL.!iS .~: ;., ':'0':'.\1 S . ft. • .r::: .. S 

JOH.\!-iMESBURG 57006 411658 14.04 50 .37 13 . 5 42.9 

CAPE 1'0\oJN 22716 304337 7.46 19.79 10. 5 17.5 

I PRE'rOP.IA 3553 206875 1.72 3.10 2.6 2.9 

DURBAN 5353 194745 2.75 ', .66 3.1 3.1 

PORT ELIZABETH 2972 94845 3.13 2.59 4.2 2.2 

BLC:::t1l"ONTEIN 1219 62953 1.94 1.06 5.8 1.5 

EAS~ LONDON 1023 49437 2 .08 0.89 ~.4 0.8 

TOCAL C lTIES 94642 1324850 I 7.15 82.5 9.8 71.0 

TrRAL S.A . 114762 3CB0159 3.72 . 4. 5'- -
- -

3, B. of S, (1966 b , pp. 4-5), Hotz (1965, p. 19), B, of S. (1964, p. A-12). 

4. B. of S. (1 96 6 a, p. A-52), Sonnabend (1941, p. 2). 
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In Johannesburg itself there has always been a tendency for Jews to 

concentrate in certain areas. OVer the years these areas of Jewish residence 

have shifted towards the more desirable northern suburbs, but the tendency for 

I1Jewish suburbs" to arise remains. Evidence of present-day residential 

patterns has alr2ady been presented in the previous 'Chapter in Tables 4.2 

and 4.3 during the discussion of sampling procedure. The data recorded there 

are, however, re-presented graphically in Figures 5.1 and 5"II 

E. '" Income 

It is almost impossible to compare the income of Johannesburg Jews with 

that of the white population generally, since this was the one question which 

respondents Here extremely reluctant to answer. Furthermore, the income 

categories used in the present study differed from those used in the 1960 

Johannesburg Sample Census. . Nevertheless the sample data for men only are 

probably fairly reliable and would give some idea of Jewish incomes. Comparing 

Tables5.6 and 5.7, then, we find that more Jewish males fall into the middle 

and higher income brackets than white Johannesburg males, both generally and ~n 

the selected areas. Thus in the sample, 19 out of 137 (14%) said that they 

earned over R7,800 p.a. as against 6% of Johannesburg white males (7% in the 

selected areas) who earned over R6,000. A further 28% Jewish males had an 

income of between R3,OOO and R5,400 as compared with 17% Johannesburg males 

(21% for selected areas) who earned between R3,OOO and R6,OOO. While there is 

no way of verifying the impression that the Jewish popUlation belongs largely to 

the middle and upper middle ~ncome categories, the 1951 Census returns on 

Income and Religion do lend indirect support. Thus the median income for Jewish 

males in South Africa at that time "as R1432, for Anglicans it was R882 and for 

members of the Dutch Reformed churches R668~ 

5. Calculated from Table 6, B. of S. (1956, p . 38). 

.1 
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OF JEWS TO TOTI,L \/HI ll 

POPUUncm OF UCH JOIWIN~saURC 

H' CO<O .. .. , '''' '" '" MONDEOR SIIIlIRJ ACCOIlDTNC ro 1960 CENSYS. 

FIGURE 5 .1 
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, ,,,ProIlTlO)! OF" JEWS I N U CII 

SlIBIIIl B TO rOU L !OIlAN~f.UURC 

J[II1511 POPOLATl2t! ACCOItDJIIC 

TO 1 ~bO qNsliS. 

FIGURE 5. II 



- 6'3 -

·TAllLE 5.6 

1968 SAMPLE OF JOHANNESBURG JEWS: INCOHE OF HALE S IN RAND S PER ANNill! 

Less than 
No Over 

Income response R3000 R5400 R7800 RI 0200 R10200 

No. 61 16 23 18 8 11 

TABLE 5.7 

INCONE IN RANDS PER ANNUM: WHITE HALES IN SELECTED SUBURBS, 

lmITE HALES IN WHOLE JOHANNESBURG - 1960 SAMPLE CENSUS 6 

INCOME IN SELECTED SUBURBS WHOLE JOHANNESBURG 

RANDS 
No. % No . % 

Ni l 4021 5 6106 5 

up to 499 3938 5 7303 6 

l 500-999 6526 9 12052 10 

1000-1599 10857 14 19305 16 

1600-1999 .10946 14 20223 
I 

16 + 2000-2999 18148 24 30978 25 
I -

3000-3999 8599 11 11932 10 

I 
4000-5999 7281 10 9109 7 

6000 plus 5566 7 7243 
I 

6 

TOTAL 75882 124252 

6. B. of S. (n.d. ,Table 8) 

TOTAL 

137 
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F. Education 

In Tables 5.8 and 5.9, the educational standards of Je,,,ish males and females 

in the sample are compared with those of all Johannesburg whites, as well as 

with whites residing in the areas from which the sample was selected. In both 

cases educational standards of Jews are markedly higher. Comparing them 

with whites in the selected areas~ we find that at the one end of t~e educational 

spectrum, approximately half as many Jews as whites had not completed a secondary 

school education. On the other hand, 10% Jewish women and 31% Jewish men had 

university degrees as compared "ith 4% white females and 9% white males. 

Although there are no other available South African data en Jewish 

educational standards with which to compare the sample, American studies have 

1 
. 8 

popu at~on gr?ups. There is also no reason to believe that the sample includes 

only t~e mere educated section of the Johannesburg Jewish population. 

With r egard to educational differences within the sample itself, it was 

that sex , age and generation are probably all rel!'vant. Thus men were better 

educated than women (Table 5.10), South African-born respondents t han those 

born abroad (Table 5.11), and younger people had more education than their 

9 elders (Table 5. 12). 

'J.. Following the procedure described in Ed",ards (1965,p.64), the proportions 
obtained for the Selected Suburbs in each educational category, were applied to 
the sample distribution of Johannesburg Je"1s, as a test "f 'goodness of fit', in 
Tables 5.8 and 5 . 9. Chi square values ",ere calculated and their signific.ance 
for degrees of fre e dom = (no. of categories - 1) determined . The same procedure 
",as followed for Table 5.14. 

8. For example, see Goldstein and Goldscheider (1968,p.66) and Seligman 
(1960,pp.l05-l06). 

9. A large proportion of the 18-24 age group had not completed their education. 
This has had the effect of under-rating the educationa.l standard of local-born 
respondents. 

·l 
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TABLE 5. 8 

EDUCATIO)iAL STANDARD: VTHITES IN SELECTED SUBURBS, \,'HITES IN \,rlOLE 

JOHA.'<"NESBURG, Ai"D SANPLE OF JOHANNESBURG JEHS MALES . 10 

SELECTED WHOLE JOHANNESBURG 
EDUCATIONAL SUBURBS JOHANNE SBURG JEWS 
STANDARD 

No. % No. % No. % 

Up to Primary . 12800 27187 23 11 8 

I ncomplete 29236 51431 43 25 18 
Secondary 

Complete 12145 15785 13 28 20 
Secondary 

Post-secondary 11606 16756 14 30 22 
- no degree 

Universi t y 6668 8963 7 43 31 
degree 

TOTAL 72455 120122 137 
i 

De grees of Freedom = 4 Chi Sq. 96.64 p < .om 

TABLE 5.9 

EDUCATIONAL STANDARD: WHITES IN SELECTED SUBURBS, WHITES IN ,mOLE 

JOJW<NESBURG , Ai"ll SAMPLE OF JOHM"NESBURG JEWS FEI1ALES 10 

-
SELECTED l..'HOLE JOHANNES13URG 

EDUCATIOnAL SUBURBS JOHANNESBURG JEWS 
STA1"DARD 

No. % No . % No. % I 

I 
I Up to Primary I 17650 21 34396 26 13 9 

Incomplete 38266 46 60673 47 39 27 
Secoudary 

Complete 15069 18 20484 16 56 39 
Secondary 

Post-secondary 9063 11 10994 8 23 16 
- no degree 

Uui vers:: ty 2927 4 3598 3 14 10 
degree 

TOTAL 82975 130145 145 

Degrees of Freedom = 4 Chi Sq. = 66 . 61 p < .001 

10. B.of S. (n . d., l able 5) 

I 

I 
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TABLE 5.10 

1968 SAMPLE OF JOHANNESBURG JElVS: SEX BY EDUCATION 

POST 
SEX PRlYARY SECONDARY SECONDARY TOTAL 

Male 11 53 73 137 

Female 13 95 37 145 

TOTAL 24 148 110 282 

Degrees of Freedom = 2 Chi Sq. 23.66 P < .001 

TABLE 5.11 

1968 SI\..MPLE OF JOHANNESBURG JElVS: AGE BY EDUCATION 

POST 
AGE PRIMARY SECONDARY SECONDARY TOTAL 

18 - 24 0 24 30 54 

25 - 34 0 19 39 58 

35 - 41, 0 30 18 48 

45 - 54 5 40 11 56 

55 - 64 9 23 8 40 

65 + 10 12 4 26 

TOTAL 24 148 110 282 

I 

I 
I 

I 



I 
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TABLE 5.12 

1968 SJI.MPLE OF JOF.ANNESBURG JEVIS: GENERATION BY EBUCATION 

GENERATION IN POST 
SOUTH AFRICA PRIMARY SECONDARY SECONDARY ,TOTAL 

Respondent born 18 18 12 48 
Eas tern Europe 

Respondent born 2 20 8 30 
other 

Father 'born 0 17 21 38 
South Africa 

Respondent born 2 93 64 159 
South Africa 

TOTAL 22 148 105 275 

I 

G. Occupation 

Tables 5.13 and 5.14 compare occupations of Jewish and white males in the 

Transvaal, and of Jewish and white males in Johannesburg. In both cases 

there are considerable di fferences. Jews are heavily o·ver-represented in the 

professional and technical, and executive and man'ageria l occupations, and 

under-represented in mining, trans port , services and labour. Differences 

between the occupational distributions of Transvaal and Johannesb urg Jews are 

probably due to the fact that t he former includes rural and smaller urban 

areas, rather than to unrepresentativeness of the Johannesb urg sa~le . 

Table 5.15 compares t he occupations of respondents with those of their 

fathers. Here \iTe find a definite shift from those occupations involving 

manual work ,or '''hich do not require special qualifications, t o t hose which 

depend upon university or other post-secondary school training. 

.J 

I 
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TABLE 5.13 

OCCUPATION: TRANSVAAL WRITE MALES, TRANSVAAL JEWISH MALES 11 

TRANSVAAL TRANSVAAL 

OCCUPATION 
MALES -TEI·1. HALES 

No. o % No. % 

Professional 44021 11 46 39 21 
and Technical 

Administrati ve 33532 8 8120 37 
Executive 
Hanagerial 

Clerical 64398 16 2322 11 
Accountants 

Sales Workers 20854 5· 3786 17 

Agriculture 38209 9 318 1 

Mining, etc . 70168 17 443 2 
Transport, e tc . 
Services) etc . 

Craftsmen, semi- 13439 7 201 8 9 
and unskilled 
laboure r s 

Unemployed 2 315 1 
Unspecified 

TOTAL 413480 

n. B. of S. (1966 b , Table 3) 
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TABLE 5.14 

OCCUP AT ION: WHITES IN SELECTED SUBURBS, WHITES IN ~~OLE 

JOHANNESBURG, AND SAl'fPLE OF JOHAl"mESBURG JEHS ~lAL"~ 12 
• J-'v 

SELECTED WHOLE TOHANNESBURGI 
SUBURBS JOHANNESBURG JEWS I 

I 
OCCUPATION No. % No. % No. % 

Professional 10895 16 14697 13 48 37 
& Technical 

Administrative 9136 13 12172 11 4 1 31 
Executive 
Manageria l 

Clerical 13728 20 

I 
21160 19 13 10 

Accountants 

Sales Workers 10592 15 14218 13 15 11 

t1ining, etc. 6237 9 14467 13 2 2 
Transport, etc. 
Services, etc. 

Craftsmen, senu - 17 800 26 35707 32 12 9 
& unskilled 
l abourers 

TOTAL 68388 112421 131 

Degr e es o f Freedom = 5 Chi square 94 . 41 p": .001 

12. B.or S. (n.d., Tabl? 7). For use of chi square as test of ' goodness of 
fi t I, see footnote 7 above. 
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TABLE 5. 15 

1968 SAMPLE: JO\lMlJ'lE SBURG JEWISH HALES' 

OCCUPATIONS X THEIR FATHERS' OCCUPATIONS 

, 
OCCUPATION RESPONDENTS FATHERS I 

Medical 4 0 

Student 18 -

I 
Engineer 8 3 

Pharmacist 4 0 

f---

Scientist 2 0 

Legal 5 4 

-

Other Professional 7 3 
and Technical 

Hanager, mmer 41 74 

-
Accountant 5 4 I 

Clerk 8 4 

Salesman 15 11 

Skilled Worker 12 23 

Semi - unski ned 2 4 
labourer 

13~ 
f---

TOTAL l31 
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H. SUD.I.""i1.ary ar..d Conel usion 

In this chapter t he main demographic characteristics of the present san:!,l" of 

Johannesburg Je't-:s have b~en described and, where possible ~ have been cOI!Ipared 

with data from other sources. From the material presented,it may be said that: 

(a) The majority of Jewish il!I!lligrants to South Africa came from Eastern 

. Europe during the period 1880-1937. The present Jewish population of Johannesburg, 

aged 18 years and over, is 70% locally-born. 

(b) Johannesburg Je1,'8 and, in fact, South African Jews in general, have 

accul turate.d al mos t exclusively to English-speaking South Afriea" cuI tur". 

Few have Afrikaans as their horae language, whi.le the ·numbe r using Y1."dish has 

declined , over the years, to about 6%. 

(c) Jews have tended, since their arrival, to prefer urban life and , in 1960, 

98.7% lived in the to.~s 82.5% in the seven largest metropolitan areas. 

In Johar.nesburg, ~,1i th half t he country's total Je1;'7ish population, JeWB clustar 

residentially in a narrow band of suburbs stretching from the north-e5.st to 

the north-.,est. 

(d) Insofar as socia-economic status may be regarded, at least in part, as 

a function of income, education and occ.upation, it may be said th .9.t .Johannes-D urg 

Jews are predominantly middle to upper middle class. Some fe" Jews also 

belong to the upper class elite, bllt here addi tiona.l cri teria, -.. hi ch were 

not researched hecome .operable. More specifically, Jews are over-reprEsented 

in the higher income brackets and in professional and executive occupations, 

while they are also better educated than the general population. 

This picture of the Je,,1.8h population is not u::nque. It is probably not 

much different to other South African cities, while in at least Britain and 

the United States, the overall patterns also appear to be similar, 13 

--------_._----------
13. Se£ Gould and Esh (eds.) (1964, pp. 27-40, 144) on British Jews, 
Glazer and ~loynihan (1963, pp. 137-166) and Goldstein and Goldscheider 
(1968, pas~i.!':) on Ame::ican JeV's. 
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In this revie" no attempt has been made to discuss such problems as age 

and sex stl"U!.:ture, fertility rates or future grof,yth, since these are not 

directly relevant to the present study . An examination of those problems, 

however, may be found in Dubo (in press). 

One. final conrne.nt mus t be made : insofar as available data could be us ed 

for verification, it appears that the present sample is probably fairly 

representati.ve demographically of the Jewish population of Johannesburg. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

THE ATTITUD INAL ASPECT OF JEHISH IDENTIFICATION 

A. Introduction 

It will be recal led from Chap ter Three, that the Likert- type attitude 

schedule comprised 48 items , each scored on a five-point scale ranging from 

'strongly agree' to 'strongly disagree ' . The items were, furthermore, grouped 

into e ight sub-scales : Social Relations (SR), Religious Beliefs (RB) , 

Ethnocentrism (ETR) , Antisemitism (AS), Zionism (Z), Religious Conservatism (RC) , 

Insecurity in South Africa (INS), and South African Politics (SA) . Sub-scale 

totals for each respondent were calculated by summing scores obtained on 

cons ti tuent i t erns. Seven items were, ~owever, omi tted from these ca lculations 

b e cause of their low di scriminative powers . The range of s cores on sub-scales 

depended on the number of items : thus, seven- item s cale scores ranged between 

7 (i . e . 7 X the 1Il1.mmurn score of 1) and 35 (i.e. 7 X the maximum score of 5), 

whi Ie those on t he three-item INS scale ranged fr om 3 to 15. The distributions 

of scores for each item toge ther with means, s tandard deviations and di scr i mi native 

powers are presented in Table 6 . 1. Items are arranged according to the sub-sce.les 

to which they be l ong , whi l e thos e items which were finally excluded from sub-scale 

tot als are indicated by unde rlining . Table 6.2 and Figures 6.1 (a) - (h) shOl" 

the di.stributions of sub- scale total s , their means and s t andard deviati ons . The 

T able also shows standard errors and me dians. 

Before discussing these results, howe'le r , it should be n oted tha t three 

Principal Corlponen t s Factor Analyses with Varimax Rotat ions were carried out on th e 

scale items: the first i ncluded all 48 items, the s ",cond excluded the s even 

low d . p . items, and the third '.as confined to t he 31 items comprisi!'.g the SIX 

Jewish identification sub-scales. The first t',Q analyses yielded 15 and 13 

factors, respe ctively , but no compre.hensible pattern emerged. The reason for 

this became evident, as Table 6.3 shm,s , ~,hen the sub-scale t otals were factor 



Item 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 

8. 

9. 

Ie-. 

11 . 

12. 

13 . 

14 . 

15 . 

1 ~ . 

17 . 

lB. 

19. 

.?O. 

21. 
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TABLE (., I A'~'TITUDE SCALE I'l'EMS ARRANGED n~ SUBSCALES. SHCMING FREQUENCY DI STRIBUTIONS ,MEANS,STA NDARD DEVIATIONS, 

DISCRlM I NA'rIVE FOWERS AND SIGNIFICAJCE OF Dp tS 

Q.ues_ ", Soores, DP 
Arrree tior ,A ge r'requency M M" "'1 DP Rank SD t , < 

S ;lllS CALE - No . 1 2 3 4 5 Orde r 

Sco i d Re l ations 

I f eel ;"\o re at home living 
in a J e ... ish nei~hourhood . + 1 1 16 15 44 22 ).7 4. 6 2 . R 1 • . 1 ).0 1.Ci ,">: '% 7 l~. - " ,/", 

I fee : more a t home amo ng 
Jews than amonc non-J ewa • + 14 2 17 0 50 22 3.7 4.5 2.6 1." 1.5 1.06 13. 23 1" " 
It i. import.ant toO participate 
i n Jewish communal activiti es. + 15 1 23 12 53 11 3.5 4.1 3.0 1 .1 6 . ) 0. 99 7 .ex , l'~ 

It i, e~sential to be a 
membe r of a syn.'\go~e • + 29 5 24 6 48 17 3.5 4.3 2.7 1.6 4 1.16 9.41 1:-: 
Jews should ~oin mixed c l ubs 
in p re fer:!nce to Jewish ones - 30 5 l4 19 37 4 3.0 3.5 2.4 1.1 0.5 l.l,d €. f}7 1;' 

In ~neral , I pref e r to shop 
at jewish_owned stores. + 45 9 "" 9 19 3 2 .4 3.3 1.9 1 .4 5 0.99 £- . '51 1: 

I ·dol.!l d ro;tth(lr • .Te·.fish 
A-ttorncy >r accountant handle 
o j' affairs ~har. a :t01'!-J ey. + 48 6 l2 10 41 11 3.2 4.1 2.2 1. 9 l . ~ l .l e 12. 02 1; 

'1elieiious :geliefs 

Goe. is thp. r. reato r of t he 
'mive:'se p.~d continues to 
e;..i,i:1 o its dest i ny. + 5 8 10 12 47 24 3.7 4.6 2.3 2.3 1 1.17 I5 .C! 1'" 

:' !w '::Jr'"'h Pir.lc} is t~e \ 'nrd 
of God iven to t~e Jews 
t': ro'I~_ ' :080$ on :;O'l1lt Sinai 
a.nd r .. !!',~' no :: he n(:'ll"lged . + 9 4 21 10 44 20 l .5 4.5 2.4 2.1 4 1.15 14:f' l~ ' 

God h'" c:loa~n 1:he Jewish 
peorle ., " ne 1;i:,,!':- of p rie s t s 

12.'~ to the rest o f ma nkin4 . + 20 15 42 17 24 2 2.5 3.5 1.7 1.0 7 l.Or.: 1: 

Go1 is concemed ,.,1 th E''lch one 
of \lS p.nd :np.y ba reac:.e d 
thl'OlI~ pra:,rer. + 24 4 11 16 48 21 l.7 4.4 2.4 2 .0 6 1.05 14.~ a 1, 

God will rewA."!'Ci t'le (;ooti 
and punish t he ',.-1:::ke:1. + l 2 9 22 26 l4 R l .l 4.1 2.0 2.1 4 1 .14 1.6.0 1:-' 

Ona cho'lld tr:-' to chserve :1.11 i 
the m1 tZV?ti1 ~ religious l aws) • + 38 6 25 11 50 B l .3 4.2 2.1 2.1 4 1.11 17 . , $ l' 

Y.ashrlth fa one of the corner-
s';ones of .Jad!'l.ism a..."l(~ m'lst 
he observed. + 40 9 31 10 41 9 l .l 4.2 2.0 2.2 2 1.20 

17 ,'fl l~: 

It i, not neceSSfl.r'f to observe 
.11 the ::: itzvo t h reli ,i o !.!!! 
la .... s • One flh ould or,1 ,: I ooserv'? •. ) ese t !-'lat are 
perfJonp.lly mefln i ru:ful • - 44 1) t;;> ; 1e 1 2,3 ::! . B 2.1 0.7 R C.93 4.09 l~;: 

Zthnocentrism 

A J ew is Ulore sensi tive to h is 
fel10;.n!1f\=t 'S fe e linl-:B than is • 
nrln-Jet,.' • + " 4 16 0 46 26 3.7 4'< 2.7 1.9 1 1.1 2 12.R4 1~ 

• Jo'mg ,leHish mfl.1 e .. he -real l y 
l ovc ~ " Sentile girl ShO'lld 
Ci ve up ~ is ,~ewjthnaa s if this 
i- t:-'e 0:-.1;; \/!'!j' he could :U,l), t'=Y 

her . - 0 1 22 15 l7 ?5 ~ . (, 4.~ 2.7 1.7 4 1.11 1 2 .23 1~'~ 

:ows r.ave hi. '·he r eth ical and jl;. onro.l stAndlirU8 ';han r,on- .Tews. + 21 7 3? 13 " 3.1 ) .~ 2 .1 1.6 2.5 1.14 1?.5C 1" ,-

I thinl: it is ili.sgmcefu1 f or 
.Tew.3 to adopt non- .;c .... ish. 
c '!st.-:ms !1·:c;. " ::', ns tree!>. + 2} h ?5 fl }S 27 3.; • 0 2.7 1. - c.:) 2.27 }.X' 1'< .. , 

" 
l'n the .... 1-)01e J " " '8 a re intellec t -
11".11.1 R l.Je "'i or to :)t'~cr e:,q:lpS . + }4 9 ~a 1e ;3 4 7.9 ,,7 2.1 1.( - 1. :.3 1e .19 1" 0 

r.:' ,'. :;C\~ , . ..." :l :U' 'i.c~ , : Fl'" in 
r:ett.inC • iob he~<I..::sp. of his 
,i(!'1 is :i -~ mm~ ':' l! i: rtfl.::le t " e is 

If,~. i qeG il. c ~ P..:-'. l r ~he \li\lT!Cl p - 39 2 24 t- 'I f 1:- 3.r, I; .• n }.C ~ 4f: ( • "1, ' < , 1;-, ' .. ~-

Notes and Key at end of Table . 
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'~ues- Scores I DP 
It ... Agree tian r<6ge Freqne:c.cy M Hu Hl DP Rank SD t p< 

N •• SlJIISCALE - No. 1 2 3 4 5 rrder 

Anti_Semi t ism 

22. I feel ~ersonRlly Rs~amed when 
I see Jews making themselves 
conspicuous in punlic places. - 1 0 22 45 4 24 5 2.5 3.5 1.6 1.9 1 1.2, 1l .66 1% 

23. The Jewis h gmllp ..... ould eet 
al on& a lot better i f ~AnY 
Jew!; \.,rere nnt so clannish. - 26 II 45 13 27 4 2. 7 3.4 1. ~, 1.5 4 1.11 9.80 1" 

2·L {,nti-Scmiti'-l is dirr~ted morE' 
aeain!;t Jews wi th obvious J8\o1-

ish \lays !lnd rr.anneriems than 
A.!1fLin."lt the more South 
Africanised Jews. - 31 2 38 12 3R 9 3.1 3.9 2. 3 1.6 3 1.0:" 26.00 l~ 

2, • Too many .Tews try to in'trude 
themsel ves into circles 

\There they s.re not wA.nted. - 36 I II 33 H 35 3 2.9 3.7 1.9 1.8 7 1.10 12.9'- 1'" 

26. r believe t~.at beilv7 horn a , 
J~ :o.e~n~ the t :i2'1 iat'2 a.:t a. 

, 
handicap in moa t occupations 

I 
and ?t'Ofl'3Sions. - 46 0 9 2 64 24 4.0 4. 5 3.6 D.? , 0.78 G.n 1~'-

~ I 
~'j • In the international are~ 

is rael OhOllld be gQverne<1 
801~ly by her own interests 

, 
RYen if this cay cause i 
dj,ffj,Qll! ti~s or inconvenience 

, 
to Jews in other countrieq. + 7 ! 3 2? 10 50 15 3. 5 3.9 3.1 0. 0 7 1.09 4.49 It' 

2'3 . If the State of Israel ceas ed 
to exist, no Jew could continue 
to live as a Jew with dignity. + 13 9 20 6 38 19 3.3 4.3 2.0 2.3 1 1.31 15.13 li~ 

29 . '!..: v c.- T"J Jew who is a'tJ le to do 
so , should s et tl e in Is~el . + 17 14 41 8 29 7 2.7 3.8 1.7 2.1 3 1.22 14.79 1f 

3(' • I feel personal l r 2rDud Qf 
Tsrael' s ac':1ie vem enta and 
aorrow at :1er seth'lcks. + 22 0 2 1 49 48 4.4 4.-5 4.2 0.6 8 C.rot 11 .18 1:-

31. i'h e fu ture of Israel cannot 
be secured without large-
sc~le se t tlement of Jews f rom 
',.,'estern c.:luntrie:3. + 27 0 9 11 58 22 3.9 4.5 3.3 1.2 5 0. 83 9.02 1:" 

32. Ollr c on+- inued sun'ival as J ews 
is raainiy dependent on maintain-
ing a a t rong bond with Israel . + ,5 4 24 6 51 15 3.5 4.5 2.3 2.2 2 1.13 16.54 11· 

3l. I would sncoumBe my child 
to settle in Isrel if he 00 

desired . + 43 3 10 6 60 2l 3.9 4.5 3.2 1.3 4 0.95 8.44 1% 
34. The Zionist ideal was ful-

(;UhQ Iri th the <.le tablish-
ment of the State of Israel , 
and no lonser has a ny ceaning. - 47 1 II 15 56 16 3.8 4.3 3. 4 0.9 6 0.89 6.08 1; 

ReliGious Conservatism 

35. 'l'h e Orthodox synago~e service 
is a source of inspiration and 
spiri tual s a t isfac t ion to me . + 2 9 26 II 35 20 3.3 4.5 1.9 2.6 2 1.", 21.67 If-

36. I t is better to remain loyal 
to tradi tional Judaism even 
if one is not ve rJ observant 
rather than .i oin a Refonu 

3.l congreE;'\tion . + 12 II 29 8 35 16 4.4 1.6 7.8 1 ].,2 2ft.OO 1:.'· 

37. :lefoI'U'l Judaism is a serioue 
attempt to apply the basic 
principles of Judaism to 
Dlod e rn life. - 16 6 56 13 20 5 2.6 3.6 1.9 1.7 4 1.03 12.59 1" 

38. 'l'he Refonn synagogue service 
is uninteresting ~d 
unbspiring. + 28 9 27 34 18 12 3.0 4.1 2.0 2.1 3 1.14 13.n 1% 

No tes and Key at end of Table. 



Item 
No. SUBSCALE 

Insecurity in South Africa. 

39. Discrimination against non­
..,hi tee in South "Africa. could 
at any t.ime be transfe r red 
/'l.nd" directed.against Jews. 

40. The Nationalist Government 
has conclusively shown that 
it will never allow anti­
Semitism to take root in the 
Republic. 

41. Jews who engage in poli tics 
are simply endangeTing the 
security of thE: whole Jewish 
community. 

S.A. Politics 

42. On the .... hole Africans are 
happy with th.eir lot. It is 
only a handf' ll of a.gi. tators 
Il.nd trouble-makers ' .... ho are 
tr/ing to stir up rliSORtis­
faction. 

~3. 'floe rresent ~:overnment's 
policy of separate develop ­
r.l<2:nt (apartheid) is th e only 
pradical and ,j:Jst solution 
to the CO "J..o,t r.y's race problem. 

'11. J eca'l se of t,1eir Ol,rn pers ecu­
tion , .Tews n:lOuld identify 
t ~ ,e:ascl ves with Le s'lppressed 
J::,);,, _-./1 ito [To'JpS i n ;'0'1 t h 
\fY'iC!l. 

45 . ·~r.e sill1lloe d ::ol1th .\frioan 
Jewis~ leada~s in ~eArd to 
~lO J i-~:j- i to :<11£fe1'il1l,.: in this 
('I) mtt:.· is as sF::-iollS a crime 
35 ~:le sEeaco of ::;l .. ristinn 
la. jc~ in ':B~i iar"i.'),,;,·. 

'6. A("Y'icp;:~ ·.i :!:t "r'!: ' . f! allo',:r:d 
1..-) 0: tnir e;!;plv~n:le·\t in 
'.. ". "~F01.911~· -~-,:~t .: -'''[s . 

47 • . l e p;- · 'j··.·7'I'<l'.-:.cn of HeS~f! rL 
civiliS" '.. i('·r it) -,· ,t: , A['''"iol1 
, ~r.:e3 i.t !le CeS "l -r:,' to !lJinimis p 
N' taet 't.,et~l~ ': 1 ':, i tf'S I1nn 

.1" •. ~l~. p 'o.:,l,: in "':j :,:"h il.frica, 
" "':-': sp" c!:~',e f 1'"'lCe J r:ho',l" 
:-; ~ , :::. ','er, th(' vo t.e A~ lont. IH': 
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Agree Ques­
tion 
No 

3 

+ 11 

42 

+ 4 

+ 10 

19 

2, 

+ 

+ 37 

Sooreet 
%age Frequency 

1 2 , 4·, 

13 45 13 25 

11 38 21 27 

M 

4 2.6 

3 2.7 

5 20 7 55 12 3.5 

13 29 A 39 9 3.0 

11 20 17 39 13 ).2 

7 18 10 48 17 3.5 

G 23 24 37 1(, 

20 53 14 13 

10 79 20 27 3 '2. . ? 

I ?3 

Notes and Key 

M 
u 

3.5 1.9 

4.0 2.8 

4.2 2.0 

4.2 2.6 

2.9 1.5 

~.o 1."; 

DP 

2.2 

1.6 

1.2 

DP 
Rank 
Order 

1 

2 

3 

2.2 1.5 

2.2 1.5 

l.~ 5 

1.7 3.5 

1.:j (,.': 

SD t 

1.11 

1.10 

1.26 

1.23 

1.16 

1.11' 

1.07 E.;,? 

',. : , 

{a)'Agree-' indicates direction of aooring. + indicates t hat Strongly Agree was assigned a Bcore of 5; 

_ indicates that Strongly Disagree was assigned a score of 5~ 

p< 

(b)'Item no.' refers to order of items in the Table ; 'Question no.' refers to order of items in the Scheduleo 

(c) M _ Meanl Mu· Upper Quartile Mean! r-l l .. Lmrer Quartile Mean! DP - Disoriminative Power of items co Mu - M
I

; 

DP Rank Order refers to each sub-acale; SD - Standard Deviation of item distribution! t ~ critical ratio 

of DP's; p a significance of t value. 

(d) Underlined items nos. 15,21,26,27,)0,31 and 34 have been excluded from Bub_scale totals because of low DP' s . 
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TABLE &.2 lHs'rRIBUTION OF SUB-SCALE SCORES FREqUENCIES, 

AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS.1 
P~RCENTAGES . MEANS. MEDIAN 

SOB-SCALE FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES 

SR RB ETH AS Z RC INS SA 

SCORE F % F % F % F ~ F % F <f. F <f. F % 

3 " u 

4 1 0 2 1 2 1 3 1 

5 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 1 6 2 
6 0 0 6 2 3 1 9 3 20 8 

7 0 0 2 1 2 1 14 5 5 2 14 5 27 10 4 2 

8 0 0 1 0 0 0 33 13 11 4 25 10 67 26 4 2 

9 0 0 1 0 5 2 20 8 18 7 18 7 35 13 2 1 

10 2 1 4 2 5 2 40 15 21 8 22 8 51 19 2 1 

11 2 1 2 1 8 3 21 8 12 5 24 9 18 7 5 2 
12 0 0 2 1 9 3 46 18 24 9 25 10 19 7 3 1 
13 1 0 4 2 16 6 20 8 20 8 22 8 6 2 7 3 
14 2 1 12 5 25 10 26 10 53 20 34 13 2 1 2 1 
15 4 2 7 3 19 7 19 7 15 6 12 5 1 0 14 5 
16 7 3 5 2 29 11 13 5 34 13 18 7 10 4 
17 3 1 12 5 23 9 1 0 16 6 19 7 14 5 
18 15 6 9 3 36 14 1 0 10 4 9 3 14 5 
19 13 5 11 4 16 6 0 0 11 4 3 1 15 6 
20 24 9 13 5 23 9 0 0 6 2 3 1 22 8 
21 18 7 9 3 19 7 31 12 
22 25 10 10 , 12 5 28 11 
23 23 9 19 7 9 3 13 5 
24 30 11 22 8 6 2 18 7 
25 18 7 15 6 0 0 13 5 
26 13 5 23 9 16 6 
27 19 7 16 6 5 2 
28 19 7 30 11 5 2 
29 10 4 4 2 4 2 
30 , 2 10 4 2 1 
31 3 1 10 4 2 1 
32 5 2 2 1 0 0 
33 1 0 4 2 1 0 
34 0 0 2 1 0 0 
35 0 0 1 0 0 0 

... t.AN 23.1 22.9 16 . 9 11.2 13.4 12.0 8.8 20.2 
M'::DI:"N 23.2 24 . 3 17.1 11.3 13.8 12.1 8.6 20 . 8 
0;1>, 4. , ,.~ , .. 2.7 3.3 3.6 <.u 5.0 

-"r, • </ . , . .a .17 .20 .a • .e< .31 
N 262 262 262 262 261 262 256 256 

1. As remarked in Chapter T!..,-.:c , 21 of the total 283 respondents were unable to answer the attitude schedule 
because of language difficulties. It should be noted that of th ese 12 were aged 65 years or more and 
a f urther 7 between 55-64. Furthermore 13 had not gone beyond a primary education. 
It i s l:npos~H'le to knoll" how this hqs affected the representativeness of attitude scale responses except 
insof9r as the decision to exclude the 65+ age group from all cross-tabulations betwe en attitude sub­
scales and age. 
It should also be mentioned that the responses of an additional six respondents who omitted one or more 
i tems on the fA and INS scales, were excluded from both. None of t heir characteristics appear to be 
significant. 
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FIGURE 6. I PERCEt-OTAGE FREQ!JENCY DISTRIBUTION CURVES OF ATTITUDE SUE'-SCALES 
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FIGURE 6.1 (continued) 
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FIGURE 6 , I (continued) 
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FIGURE 6. I (c.onti n ued) 

(g) I n securi ty in Sout h Afri c a .(INS) 
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analysed. This analysis yielded two fact ors on one of which the six Jewish 

identification scales loaded heavily, and on the other, the two South Africa 

scales. The third item analysis was, therefore, confined to the 31 items 

relating solely to Jewish identification and, as was expected, proved more 

fruitful than the first two analyses. This, as Table 6.4 shows, yielded 8 

factors, of which five corresponded closely to the original sub-scales and were 

given identical l abels viz. Social Relations (SR), Religious Beliefs (RB), 

Antisemitism (AS), Zionism (Z) and Religious Conservatism (RC). The items 

comprising the Ethnocentrism sub-scale (ETR), howeve r, loaded either on the 

factor labell ed Jewish Survival (factor VI) or on Ethnocentric Pride (factor VIII). 

Factor VII, on which two items loaded, could not be i.dentified satisfactorily. 

TABLE 6.3 

SUB-SCALE TOTALS: ROTATED FACTOR MATRIX 

SUB-SCALE FACTOR I FACTOR II I 
Social Relations .76719 -.09795 

I 
Rel igious Beliefs .76870 .13454 

I 

Ethnocentrism . 75806 -.11678 

Antisemiti sm - .41164 -.21451 
I 

Zionism .61566 -.19162 

Religious Conservatism .69579 .15034 

Insecurity in South Africa - .29282 .73191. 

South Africa .27831 .78973 I 
In view of the results or the factor analyses , as wel l as of corre lations and 

partial cor r elations between sub-scale totals (T e.b les 6.5 and 6 .6, respectively), 

only the J ewish iden tifi cation sub-scales wi ll be considered in thi.s Chapter and , 
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apart fram brief references in the fallm]ing sectian , shall leave the t'.o 

relating to. Sauth Africa will be left far discuss ian in Chapter Ten. 

B. Des criptian of the Sub-Scales 

Each af the seven items making up the Sacial Relatians sub-scale defines 

a sacial situatian as preferable ar atherwise in terms af whether ar nat ather 

participants are Jews (e.g. "I feel more at hame living ~n a Jewish neighbaurhood"). 

The specific situations referred to., vary in the degree af intimacy, formali ty 

and organization involved and the implications af these variations are discussed 

in the Chapter on Social Re lations. Taken as a "hole, however, the sub-scale 

may be said to measure the extent to which respondents may, in a general " ay, 

prefer t o associate with Jews rather than with non-Jews. A score af 5 ar 4 

on an individ.ual hem (or a high score on the scale as a whale) wauld indicate a 

pasitive preference for interacting with other Jews ~]hile an item score of 2 

or 1 (or a law sub-scale total) would indicate the absence or weakness of such 

a preference (though not necessarily a preferance for non-Jews ). 

The Religious Beliefs sub-scale, also comprising seven items (the eighth 

having been discarded becasue of low discriminative pO~ler), covers what may 

be regarded as the basic tenets af the Jewi sh religion. These may, ~n turn, 

be grouped into two categories: those re f erring to belief in, and attributes of, 

God, and thDse refE:rring to. the abligation, which Jews have, to. observe God's Law. 

The sub-scale as a ,,,hole r e fle cts the extent to whi ch respondents accept or 

reject Judaism as a belief system. A high score on individual items and, 

consequently, on the scale, indicates a positive atti tude t,,,,,ards thes e b e liefs, 

while a low score reflects an agr!ostic: Dt even atheistic pDsition. 

The five items of the Ethno centrism sub-scale E!ay be rDughly divided into. 

thDse in which J e,,,s and non--Jc.'s are cDmpared i n respect of some valued 

characteristic, and thDse which reflect the desire fDr Jewish survival. Although 

the items are treated as forming a single sub-scal e Dn the basis of their d .p. 's, 

. I 
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the qualitative division along the lines mentioned is reflected in the factor 

analysis of the items (Table 6.4). High scores on the whole sub-·scale 

reflect both the feeling that Jews are superior and that the Jewish group should 

survive, while low scores indicate the opposite sentiments. Scores in the middle 

of the range, however, "ill usually reflect either a belief in the superiority 

of Jews £E, more frequently (as item frequency distributions show), the desire 

for Jewish survival. 

The Antisemitism sub-scale was designed to measure the extent to which 

Jews accepted well-knoi'm non-Jewish ,stereotypes . of themse)ves as well as their 

fear of exacerbating antisemitism by their own behaviour . From over t,,-enty 

items originally piloted (see Chapter Three), only five"were included ill the 

final interview schedule and of these one was ultimately discarded because of a 

low d.p. A high score on the Antisemitism scale, then, indicates disagreement 

with pejorative stereotypes ' of Jews as well as indifference to "bad" behaviour 

of individual Jews. A low score, on the other hand, indicates an acceptance of 

these stereotypes, probably ln relation to Jews other than oneself, and 

embarrassment at bad behaviour of individual Jews . The scale has been labelled 

'Antisemitism' rather than 'Self-hatred', and this is discussed in a 

subsequent Chapter. ' 

The Zionism sub-scale was the most difficult to construct inasmuch as 

responses to the pilot items confirmed the popular belief that South African Je'''5 

are a Zionist community . In the final schedule some of the low d. p . pilot 

items were, nevertheless, included as well as several new, untested items. The 

final sub-scale comprises four high d.p. , items , two of which refer to the 

general relationship of Je",s to Israel, and t"'o of which refer to immi gration to 

that country. A high score on the scale indicates an especially positive 

Zionis t (or pro- Israel) orientation, ",hi l e a low score indicates at wors t, 

indifference rather than an anti-Zioni st attitude. 

, I 
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The Religious Conservatism sub-scale was designed to elicit attitudes 

towards Orthodox and Reform Judaism,2 re spectively. Conserva ti sm thus has 

nothing to do with basic beliefs but, rather, with f orm . The question is 

whether respondents feel that it is better for the community to maintain 

t raditional forms of Judaism or whether it should attempt to adapt and change 

them. A high s core on individual items, and therefore on the scale, reflects a 

desire to maintain Orthodox traditions while a low score indi cates that Reform 

Judaism is favoured. A score in the middle of the range is virtually i mposs ible 

to interpret as it may indicate either ambivalence or rejection of both forms 

of Judaism. This is an inher ent weakness of the Religi ous Cons ervatism scale . 

The Th'O sub-scale s Insecurity in South Africa and South African Politics 

refer to the South African situation. The first, consis tin g of three items , 

measures fear of ?ntisemitism ' as a pos s ible political weapon . A low score on 

this scale indicates t he existence of such a fear, a high score that such a 

pos sibili ty is dis counted. 

The South African Politics sub-scale consists of seven items relating to various 

aspects of b lack- whi te relations in t he poli tical sphere. Several items directly 

elicit attitudes t o government policy, while others refer to the way in which 

Jews should react to discrimination against non-whites. Those referring to 

government policy can be further divided into those "hich apply to overall 

political relations and those which are frequently referred to as 'p e tty 

apartheid '. A high score indi cates agreement ,,,ith gevernment policy and general. 

satisfaction with the r acial situa tion, ~"hi1e a low score indicates opposition to 

government policy. ·As Table 6.1 shows, there i ,; quite a sharp difference be t ween 

distributions on items relating to appropriate jewish reection and those on 

other i terns. Thus scores in the middle range express , in many cases, disagreement 

with government policy but , at the same time, umvillingness that Je'ivs , as J e'.vs, 

should involve themse lves . As we have already i.ndicated, hOtvever, discussion 

of these tv?o last-mentioned scales ,,,ill be deferrE'.d to a sl\bsequent Chapter. 
-------------

2. For a bri ef discussion of 0 rthodox and Reform Judaism see Ch apter on Rc] i gion. 

I 
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C. The Je"ish Identification Sub-Scales 

Dealing "ith the Jewish Identification sub-scales as such, rather than 

with their constituent items, Table 6.2 and Figures 6 . . 1 (a) - (f) show that, 

apart from the Religious Bel iefs scale, all are normally distributed about 

their means, and that means, modes and medians virtually co-incide. Furthermore, 

it should be noted that scores are distributed throughout most of the possible 

range. This would suggest that there is a wide variation in commitment on each 

of these five dimensions and that the scales have adequately reflected these 

differences. At the same time, it should be pointed out that on the scales 

SR, ETH and Z, the means exceed the mid-points of the range and that the se 

latter fall beyond ( mean - 3 s.e.) evidence of a slight, but significant, 

bias towards positive identification. This bias is manifested most markedly in 

the skewing of the distribution on the RB sub-scale towards the positive sector 

of the range. 

What is particularly interesting, however, is that although factor analysis 

(Table 6.3) showed communality between the six scales which we have interpreted 

as reflecting the general attribute of Jewish identification correlationc 

bet"een them are, on the whole, low . Using the product-moment co-efficient of 

+ correlation, we find, as Table 6.5 sho'",s, that r 7 - ,I. in the following cases: 

SR:RB ( +.47), SR:ETH ( +.57), SR:Z ( +.43), SR:RC ( +.41), RB:ETH ( +.46), 

RB:RC ( +.53), ETH:RC ( +.42). If, as Table 6.6 shows, partial correlations 

are calculated, the number of high correlations i s r educed to two, ·possibly three: 

SR:ETH.RB.Z ( +.42), RB:RC.SR.ETH ( +.38) and SR:Z.ETH.RB ( +.27). The remaining 

high zero-order correlations are reduced to first-order correlations of less 

than .3 and second-order correlations of .21 or less. 

These resul ts suggest that \Jhile the six sub-scales r,lay be said to measure 

a common factor, Jewish identification, each measures a different and relatively 

independent aspect. This independence of the aspects or dimensions of 

identification is indic2.ted both by the patterns of correlation between the su.b-

scales and by the fact that all but six of the thirty-one items each,loaded on one 
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TABLE 6 5 PRODUCT-NOHENT CORllliLATION CO-EFFICIENTS BETvlEE'~ ATTITUDE SUB-SC\LES J . - , , 
-

1 
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Social Relations . 47 .57 -.15 .43 .41 -.17 .13 I 
Religious Beliefs .46 - .26 .33 .53 -.15 .25 

Ethnocentrism -.26 .32 .42 -.22 .10 , 

Antisemi tism " -.15 -.15 .12 -.23 

Zioni sm .31 -. 20 .07 
I 

Religious Conservatism -.05 .l~ 
Insecurity in South Africa .24 

factor only in the factor analysis (Tab le 6 . 4) . I,e must therefore conclude 

that apart, presumably, from the extremes , most respondents scored higher on 

some scales and Imver on others or, to put it another way, most r espondents 

probably identified positive ly on at least one dimension. 

Having discussed the sub-scales as a who l e , we now turn to a consideration 

of patte rns of response to the individual items. Table 6.7, bas ed on the det ailed 

information present ed in Table 6.1, ShO,'S the proportion of r espondents ide.ntifying 

positively or negatively on each item, together with item means. The items ar e 

arranged in order of decreasing magnitude of means and of de creas ing pr oportion 

of positive to negative responses. From th i s t able we see that 15 items \,hi ch 

had mea~s above the scale mid-'point , 3, were also markedly positively ske\,'ed 

(i .e . 1.5:1 or more). Although these it ems come from all the sub-s~ales except 

AS, they do appear t o exhibi t some common fea tures. Thus i t ems 17,3,9 (p2rha!'s), 

4,32,19 and 28 (perhaps) all relate to the desire for J ewish survival ; items 

2, l , 17,3 and 4 all express the preference for confining primary inforI113l and 

forma l social re l ations ",ithin the JeHish group; items 33, 32 and 28 wake up three 
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out of the four items on the Zionism sub-scale; items 11, 8, 9, 13 and perhaps 

35 express a basic religious commitment. Of those items with means below 3 

and with the p'!'oportion of negative responses exceeding positive ones, some clearly 

imply a pejorative evaluation of non-Jews (20, 10) or of sections of the Jewish 

connnunity (38,37), while others reflect the fear that Jewish chan:cteristics 

may provoke negative non-Jewish reaction (25,23,22). The remaining items 

7, 36, 14, 18, 24, 12, 5, 6 are less easy to classify. 

The .pattern of responses to the individual items suggests, then , that the 

overwhelming majority of respondents desires the survival of the Jewish group, 

and that although this may be expressed in different ways, most respondents have 

probably done so in terms of several dimensions. Similarly, . as we shall 

demonstrate in the Chapter on Social Relations, there is evidence of a f8irly 

general. preference to confine more intimate relations within the Jewish group 

although many respondents clearly do not want to give the impression that 

they are prej udiced tm,ards, or discriminate agains t, non-Je'"s. Finally, 

we find that a majority have strong pro-Israel, or Zionist, sentiments.· 

Certainly it would seem as if encouragement of one's children to settle ln 

Israel is a diacritical element of positive Jewish identification. 

Drawing toge ther all the material discussed in this section we may say that 

'~hir..king' and 1 fee ling ' Je..vish is an important aspect of being .Jewish 

a1 though, presumab ly, some respondents, despi te acknm,ledging their Jewishness , 

had uniformly negative atti tudes. These sentiments and beliefs, however, were 

expressed in terms of different aspects of Jewishn~ss in a variety 01 combinations . 

At the same time, certain specific attitudes, r elating to all aspects, appeared 

to be held by an overwhelming majority of respondents. 
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TABLE 6.6 

PARTIAL CORRELATIONS i',ETHEEN ATTITUDE SUB- SCALES 

SUB - S CAL E. S 
(i, ], k, 1) 

Social Relations X Ethnocentrism 

.Religious Beliefs. Zionism 

Social Relations X Religious Beliefs 

. Ethnocentrism 

.Ethnocentrism . Religious Conservatism 

Social Relations X ·Zionism 

• Ethnocentrism 

.Ethnocentrism. Religious Beliefs 

I Social Relations X Religious Cons·ervatism 

. Ethnocentrism 

.Ethnocentrism. Religious Beliefs 

~e1igiOu: Bel iefs X Religious Conservatism 

· Social Relations. Ethnocentrism 

Religious Beliefs X Ethnocentrism 

• Social Relations 

. Social Relations . Religious Conservatism 

Rel i gious Beliefs X Zionism 

· Social Relations 

Religious Beliefs X South Africa 

Religious Conservat ism 

Insecurity 1n South Africa 

Religious Beliefs X Insecurity ln South Africa 

· South Africa 

Ethnocentrism X Religious Conservatism 

. Socia1 Relations 

· Social Relations. Re.ligious Beliefs 

Ethnocentrism X Zionism 

· Soc.ial Relations 

Ethnocentrism X Antisemitism 

.Religious Beliefs 

Ethnocentrism X Insecurity in South Africa 

. South Africa 

r .. 
1J 

.57 

.47 

.43 

.U 

. 53 

.46 

.33 

.25 

-.15 

.42 

.32 

- .26 

-.22 

r.; k 
1] • 

.28 

.32 

.23 

.26 

.16 

.19 

. 27 

-.21 

.25 

.10 

-.16 

-.24 

.42 

.21 

.27 

.l3 

.38 

. 18 

.16 
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TABLE 6.6 (continued) 

SUB - seA L E S II 
( j, k, 1 ) 

r. . r .. k r .. kl 
1. , 1.] 1.] • 1.] . 

Zionism X Religious Conservatism .31 

. Social Re l a tions .16 

Zionism X Insecurity in South Africa -.20 

. South Africa -.21 

Antisemitism X 

. Insecurity 

NOTES: (a) 

(b) 

South Africa -.23 

1.n South Africa -.25 

Partial Correlations calcul a t ed according to formulae 
19.3 and 19 .4 in Blalock , Hub ert H.: Social Statistics , 
pp. 334-335. 

In coluIDi, headings, 1. refers to first variable, 

j " " second " 
k " " first variab l e parti allen 

out, 1 " " second " " 
out, r indicates correl ation. 

(c) Remaining ze r o-order correlations- minimal l y affected by 
partialling and , therefore, excluded from table. 

-

I 
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ITEMS COHPRISE:G SIX JEHISR IDENTIFICATION SUB-SCALES: 

ARRAlIIGED ACCORDING TO DIRECTION AND DEGREE OF SKEIHNG 

OF DISTRIBUTION OF SCORES 

Proportion S. D. 
in Table Sub- respondents 

I Mean 
ITEH 

6.1 scale identifying (paraphrased) 
+ : -

, 
33 Z 6 : 1 3.9 1.0 Would encourage child to 

set'tle in Israel if he wished 
--

11 RB 5 : I 3.7 1.1 God approachable through 
prayer 

-
16 ETR 4 : 1 3.7 1.1 Jews more sensitive than 

non-Jews 

I 2 SR 4 : I 3.7 1.1 Feel more at home with Jews 

1 SR 4 : 1 3.7 1.0 More at home Jewish neighbourhood 

--
8 RB 4 : 1 

I 
3.7 1.2 God is creator and guide 

-1 17 ETR 3 : 1 3.6 1.1 Jewish male should not g1ve up 
Jewishness for love of gentile 
girl I 

3 SR 3 : 1 3.5 1.0 Should participate Jewish ,=~""' I activities 

9 RB 3 : 1 3.5 1.2 Torah from God and unchangeable I --

4 SR 2 : 1 3.5 1.2 Should be long to synagogue ~ 
32 Z 2 : 1 3.5 1.1 Diaspora Je,,,ish survival depends I 

mainly 011 bonds with Israel I 
19 ETR 2 : 1 3.5 1.3 Disgraceful to adopt non-Jewish 

customs like Xmas trees 

~3 RB 2 : 1 3.3 1.1 Should try to obs e rve mitzvoth 

28 Z 1.5 : 1 3 .3 1 . 3 Jewish dignity depends on Israel's I 
' . survival 

35 RC 1.5 : 1 3.3 1 . 3 Orthodox synagogue service -1" 
inspiring I 

I 
--

7 SR 1.4 : 1 3 . 2 1.2 Prefer J a",i sh professionals to 
handle my affairs 

36 RC 1.3 : 1 3.2 1.3 Better t:> be non-·observant but 
orthodox than join Refor m 

, -

I 
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TABLE 6.7 (continued) 

No. Sub- Proportion Hean 
in Table scale respondents 
6.1 identifying 

+ : -

14 RB 1.3 : 1 3.1 

18 ETR 1.2 : 1 3.1 

24 AS 1.2 : 1 3.1 

12 Rir less than 3 .. 1 
80% 

.-
5 .. SR 1 : 1 3.0 , 

38 RC less than 3.0 
80% 

20 ETR 0.9 : 1 2.9 

25 AS 0.9 : 1 2.9 

29 Z 0.6 : 1 2.7 

23 AS 0.5 : 1 2.7 

37 RC 0.4 : 1 2.6 

10 RB 0.5 : 1 2.5 

-----
22 AS 0.4 : 1 2.5 

6 SR 0.3 : 1 2.4 

-
• 

NOTE: 2. Key to sub-scales : SR 
RB 
ETH -
AS 
Z 
RC 

S.D. I 
ITEH 

(paraphra.sed) 

-
1.2 Kashruth cornerstone of Judaism 

1.1 Je1¥S have higher ethical and 
moral standards than non-Je1¥s 

1.1 Antisemitism not directed more 
against foreign than S.A. - born 
Jews 

1.1 God re~Tards and punishes 

--
1.0 Should not join mixed rather 

than Je"ish clubs 

1.1 Reform synagogue service I uninspiring 

1.1 Je"s have superior intellect 

1.1 Jews not too intrusive 

1.2 Every Jew who can should settle I 
I 

in Israel 

I 1.1 Jews not too clannish 

--
1.0 Reform Judaism not a se:-ious 

atter.-.p t to apply basic. principles 
of faith to modern life 

--
1.1 Jey,1S are chosen people 

1.2 Not ashame d of J e",s making 
themselves publicly conspicuous 

-
1.0 Prefer to shop at J ewish stores 

Social Relations; 
Religious Beliefs; 
Ethnocentrism; 
Antisemitism; 
Zionism; 
Religious Conservatism. 

I 
I 
I 
• 

1 _J 

b. Propcrtion of + 
undecided. 

not given where over 20% of respondents were 
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D. The Relationship betr.·een Sub-scale scores and Demographic and other variables 

Each sub-scale \,as split at the median
3 

and cross-tabulated against sex, 

age, general education, generation, synagogue affiliation, standard of Jewish 

education and source of Jewish education. Each tabulation was then subjected 

to the median test (chi square) in order to determine the significance of the 

dis tributions • It should be noted that while, in general, all tables yielding 

a chi-square value giving p 5' .05 have been presented in order not to exclude, 

inadvertently any possible significant relationships. 

(a) Sex 

Sex was not significantly related ' to any of the six sub-scales except, 

at the 5% confidence level, to Social Relations. Tab Ie 6.8 shQl.7s that women 

identify on this dimension somewhat more positively than men. The difference 

is, however, slight, and no .explanation is offered, though attention is drawn 

to Table 7.8 in Chapter Seven. This indicates that women tend to join 

non-Jewish , organizations less frequently than mono 

TABLE 6.8 SEX X SOCIAL RELATIONS 

3. 

4. 

~ 
Median 
and above 

SEX below median Total 
I 

Male 77 51 128 

(o-e) 2/e 1. 22 1. 38 

Female 62 72 134 
I 

? 
(o-e) - /e 1.16 1. 32 

-

TOTAL I 139 123 262 I 
I I 

df = 1 Chl' 4 square 4.53 p< .05 

Sub-scales were c!ivided either into the cate.gories 'median and belm" and 
I above median" or into Tbelov me dian' and 'median a~d above T • This 15 

indicated for each Tab l e. Furthermore, the categories 'Don 1 t know ' 
and ' no respons e' ~.;ere omitted from calculations so that totals are 
frequently less thaD 262. In cro ss -tabulations by Age, the age-group 
65+ was omitted as already indicated in footnote 1 above. 
Corrected for continuity on all 2 X 2 tables (see Siegel 1956 , p.l07) . 
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(b) Age 

Age was related to all sub-scales except Social Relations, and the cross-

tabulations are presented in Tables 6.9.1 to 6.9.5. The Tables indicate that on 

all the scales the age-group 18-24 was distributed proportionately, and in the case 

of Zionism the group extended from 18-34. On the sub-scales Religious Beliefs, 

Religious Conservatism and Ethnocentrism the age-group 35-54 was also proportionate-

ly distributed. On these scales, then, it was the t"o remaining age groups that 

contributed most toclards the value of chi square: the group 25-34 ,.,ere signifi­

cantly less positive while the 55-64 group was significantly more positive than 

expected. On the Antisemitism scale the age-group 25-34 was significantly more 

positive - that is they rejected pejorative assessment s of Jews and were not con­

cerned with bad behaviour of individuals - "hile the 45-54 group ,,,ere both more 

sensitive and assessed their fellows more harshly. Other groups were propor-

tionately distributed. On the Zionism scale both the 35-44 and 55-64 groups 

"Iere more pro-Zionist than expected, while the 45-54 group was signific<lIltly 

less so . 

To sum up the rel ationship between the various scales and age, we may 

say that the youngest age group , 18-24, is general l y evenly distributed whereas 

the oldest group, 55-·64, t ends consistently to identify mos t strongly. The 

positi on of the older group is probably due to the fact that many of them were 

born in Eastern Europe or were brought up by parents who were born there. The 

younges t age-group probably reflects, to some extent , the atti tudes of parents 

most of whom would fall between 35-54. On three scales, and perhaps those 

reflecting attitudes that children would most like l y be aware of - Religous 

Beliefs, Religious Conservatism and Ethnocentrism - the 35-54 group 1S 

distributed similarly to the 18-24 group. On the Zionism scale, the 

peculiarly negative bias of the older half of the parental age-group (45-54), 
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may well be due on the one hand to the particular difficulties for people, in 

the prime of their working lives, to uproot themselves and settle elsewhere, and 

on the other to the fact that it is they, above all, for whom the possibili.ty 

of children settling in Israel is most real. The more positive attitudes 

of the 35-44 group to Zionism reflects the fact that this group comprises 

parents of primary and high school children and that many of them may feel that 

it would sti11 be possible to make a move both from their OHn point of view and 

from that of their children. 

The most interesting age-group, however, is that between 25-34. Tliis 

group includes the bulk of those unmarried persons who are almost entirely 

independent of their parents control as . well as newlY-Heds and couples with small 

children. This is the group who are frequently regarded as 'lost' by leaders 

of the .communi ty . It would seem that their Jewishness is in 'abeyance': 

they tend to have less positive religious beliefs, are less traditionalist, less 

ethnocentric and less concel~ed about antisemitism. Unless they represent a 

marked trend - which the responses of the younger age'-group GO nct confirm -

they will probably begin to identify more strongly as their children begin to go to 

school and problems of Jewish education, a Jewish upbringing and other such 

questions arise. Their responses on the Antisemitism scale, however, are 

difficult to interpret. 

, I 
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TABLE 6.9.1 

AGE X RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 

~' Median 
RB and above 

AGE below Median Total 

18 - 24 30 24 54 

I (0 - e) 2/e 0 0 I 
25 - 34 41 16 57 

(0 -
2 e) /e 2.60 3.30 

35 - 54 55 49 104 

(0 - e) 2/e .. . 19 .24 

55 - 64 13. 20 33 

(0 - e) 2/e 
1.63 2.09 I 

TOTAL 
I 

139 109 248 I 
df - 3 chi 'square = 10.05 p <: .02 

TABLE 6.9.2 

AGE X RELIGIOUS CONSERVATISM 

~ 
Median 
and above 

AGE below Median Total 

18 - 24 32 22 54 

(0 - e) 
2, 

Ie .23 .27 
I 

25 -34 40 I 17 57 
I 

(0 - e ) 2/e 2.61 I 3.11 

35 - 54 53 51 104 

(0 - e) 2/e .23 .27 

55 - 64 10 -t- 23 33 

L/e ,,~ (0 - e) 3.55 4.27 

I TOTAL _. 
-

135 113 . I 
df = 3 chi 'square = 14.54 p '" .01 
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TABLE 6 . 9 .3 

AGE X ETtI:-lOCENTRI SM 

~ 
Median 
and Above 

AGE below .median Total 
. 

18 - 24 30 24 . 54 
.--

(0 - e) 2/e .02 . .02 

25 - 34 38 19 57 

(0 - e) 2/e 1.68 1.98 

35 - 54 55 49 104 

(0 - e ) 2/e .02 .03 

55 - 64 11 22 33 

(0 - e) 2/e 
i 2 . 60 3.04 

-
TOTAL 134 114 I 248 

df = 3 chi square " 9.39 p " .05 

TABLE 6.9 .4 

AGE X ZIONISM 

~ Below Hedian l ",., Median and 
above 

18 - 34 53 58 II III 

(0 - e) 2/e 
. 19 .16 

. 35 - 44 
16 33 49 

(0 - e) 2/e 
1.64 1.33 -

45 - 54 32 22 54 I 
(0 - e) 2/e 2.44 2.00 

55 - 64 10 23 33 

(0 - e) 
i
le 1.56 1. 26 

I TOTAL 111 136 II 247 
-

df = 3 chi square = 10.58 p .c::. .02 
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TABLE 6.9.5 

AGE X ANTISEHITISN 

Median 
and Above 

AGE belm .. median Total 

18 - 24 25 29 54 

(0 - e) 2/e . 18 .18 

25 - 34 21 36 57 

(0 - e) 2/e 2.06 2.09 

35 - 41. 25 24 . 

I 
49 

(0 - e) 2/e 0 0 

45 - 54 36 19 55 

(0 - e) 2/e 2.49 2.52 

I 55 - 64 18 15 33 

I (0 - e) 2/e .12 .12 

TOTAL 125 I 123 248 

df ~ 4 chi square ~ 9.76 p < .05 

(c) General education 

No relationship was found between standard of education and the Ethnocentrism 

and Zionism scales. The remaining scales, cross-tabulated by general education, 

are presented in Tables 6.10.1 to 6.10.4. On the three scal es, Social Relations, 

Religious Beliefs and Religious Conservatism the least educated group those 

>lith only a prima.ry school education identified most positively: they 

preferred, more than more educated Jews, to associate with other Jews, they were 

more religious and they favoured Orthodox Judaism. On the other hand, 

those with a post- secondary education ~7ere more ready to extend their social 

relationships beyond the confines of the Jeuish community, were less religious and 

were less orthodox. With regard to this last-mentioned, however, it should be 
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recalled that on the Religious Conservatism scale scores near the middle of the 

range cannot be interpreted precisely. The intermediate group, those with 

a secondary education,>Tere distributed evenly on the Social Relations and 

Religious Conservatism scales but tended to identify more positively than 

expected on Religious Beliefs. On the Antisemitism scale the important difference 

is between those with a post-secondary education and those with less: the most 

highly-educated group is significantly less willing to accept negative stereotypes 

of Jews and less prone to embarrassment about fe110>T-Jews than those who are less-

educated. 

TABLE 6.10.1 

GENERAL EDUCATION X SOCIAL RELATIOKS 

.~ 
Median 

Tot:-l 
and Above 

EDUCATION below median 

Primary 3 8 11 

2 
(0 - e) Ie 1.42 1.65 

Secondary 71 72 143 

(0 - 2 e) Ie .34 .38 

- -
P03t-secondary 65 42 107 

-
2 (0 - e) Ie 1.12 1.28 

- -

TOTAL 139 122 261 
I 

df = 2 chi 'square = 6.19 p <: .05 
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TABLE 6.10.2 

GENERAL EDUCATION X RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 

'~ 
, 

1 

Median 
and above 

Education below Median Total 

Primary 1 10 11 

(0 - e) 2/e 4.26 5.31 

Secondary 67 76 143 

2 
(0 - e ) Ie 1. 94 2.42 

~ 

Post-secondary 77 30 10~ 
(0 - e) 2/e 5.21 I 6.51 

TOTAL 145 116 261 

--
df = 2 chi square = 25. 65 p < .001 

TABLE 6 . 10 . 3 

GENERAL EDUCATION X RELIGIOUS CONSERVATISM 

~ 
Median '\ 
and above 

Education below Median Total 

Primary 0 11 ,11 

(0 - e) 2/e 5.90 5 .90 

Secondary 76 67 143 

2 I (0 - e) I e .02 . 02 

Post-secondary 65 42 107 I 
(0 - e) 2/e .90 1. 05 

\ -
TOTAL 141 120 261 I 

df 2 chi square = 13.79 p <: .01 
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TABLE 6.10.11 

GENERAL EDUCATION X ANTISENITISM 

~! Median 

~-EDUCATION ! 
and Above 
below median 

Primary 8 3 11 

2 
(0 - e) /e .93 1.00 

I 

Secondary 85 58 143 
I 

I 2 
(0 - e) /e 1..63 1. 75 

Post-secondary 42 65 107 

2 
(0 - e) /e 3.20 3.42 I 

-

TOTAL l35 126 261 

I I 
df' = 2 chi square = 11. 93 p < .01 

(d) Generation 

Apart from Ethnocentrism and Social Relations, Tables 6.11.1 to 6.11.4 

indicate that there is a significant relationship between attitudes and »hether 

respondents »ere born in Eastern Europe rather than in South Africa or else\lher e. 

On the Religious Beliefs, Religious Conservatism and Zionism scales , those born 

in Eastern Europe identified most positively. Furthermore, this group shoped most 

sensi ti vi ty on the Antis emi tism scale presumably because of their o»n 

experiences ' 1n their countries of origin. The only other significant relatio;)ships 

»ere on the two Religion scales for the group 'Father born 1n South Africa' 

i.e., second or third generatiun locally-born. On these two scales, this group 

identified significantly less positively than othe r respondents. 
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TABLE 6.11.1 

GE~~RATION X RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 

~ 
Median 
and Above 
below median Total 

Born Eastern Europe 10 26 36 

· 2 
(0 - e) /e 4 .. 85 5.93 

Born South African/other 98 80 178 

(0 -
2 e) /e 0 0 

I 

Father born South Africa 30 7 37 

(0 - e) 2/e 4.63 5.63 

TOTAL 138 113 , I 251 

df ~ 2 chi square ~ 21.04 p < .001 

TABLE 6. II . 2 

GENERATION X RELIGIOUS CONSERVATISM 

-
Median I 

~ and Above 
GENERATION below median Total 

----. .. . 

Born Eastern Eur0pe 6 30 . 36 

2 
( 0 - e) /e 8.98 10.15 

Born South Africa/other 101 77 178 

(0 - e) 2 Ie . 48 .54 I 
I 

Father born South Africa 26 11 37 

(0 - e) 2/e 2.09 2.35 

~ 
---I 

TOTAL 133 118 251 
I 

df 2 chi square ~ 24.59 p <: .001 
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TABLE 6. 11. 3 

GENERATION X ZIONISM 

~ 
Be10~1 Median 
median and 

above Total 
, 

Born Eastern Europe 9 27 36 
--2 (0 - e) /e 2.93 2.29 

Born South Africa 84 93 177 

2 
(0 - e) / e .48 .37 

~ther born South Africa 17 20 37 
-

~ I (0 - e) / e .03 . 02 

I TOTAL 110 140 250 

df = 2 chi square = 6.12 p < .05 

TABLE 6.11. 4 

GENERATION X A."ITISEMITISM 

...-

~ 
Median 
and Above 

GENERATION below median Total 

Born Eastern Europe 25 11 36 

(0 - e) 2/e 2.28 2.41 
-----

Born South African/other 89 89 178 

(0 - e) 2/e .07 .07 
-- I 

Father born South Africa 15 22 37 

(0 - e) 2/e .84 . 89 

r-" .-

TOTAL 129 122 
I 

251 

di = 2 chi square = 6.56 p < .05 



-10~ -

(e) Synagogue affiliation 

Membership of, or preference for, the Orthodox or Reform movements, or total 

non-affiliation were signific&ntly related to all but the Antisemitism scale 

5 
(Tables 6.12.1 to 6.12.5). For the most part, however, the difference was not 

between Orthodox and Reform Jews, but between those two categories combined and 

those who had no affiliations. This last category had significantly less 

positive attitudes than the other two: more were prepared to interact with non-

Jews, fewer accepted the basic tene ts of Judaism or valued traditional Judaism, 

fewer regarded Jews as superior or desired the survival of Jews, and fewer were 

pro-Zionist. The only significant difference becween Orthodox ana Reform 

adherents ,was that the latter were more prepared to interact with non-Je,Ys. 

Surprisingly, there were no significant differences between Orthoaox and F.eform 

Jews on either of the Religion sub-scales. 

TABLE 6 . .12. I 

SYNAGOGUE AFFILIATION X SOCIAL RELATIONS 

.~ 
. 

I 
Hedian 
and Above 

SYNAGOGUE below median Total 

Orthodox I 89 108 197 

(0 - e) 2/e 2.41 2.74 .. 

Reform 20 8 28 

(0 - e) 2/e 1. 74 1. 98 

I Neither 30 6 36 
I 

2/e I 
! 

(0 - e) 6.07 6.94 

TOTAL 139 122 261 

J 

df = 2 chi square = 21.88 p < .001 

5. Orthodox Judaisn, as the term i mp lies, is conservative lr. its approa.ch to 
th e synagogue service and to the traditional religious be liefs and practices. 
The Reform !i\ovement, which claims tha~ in practice few Jews uphold the tencts of 
orthodoxy, has attempted to adapt Judaism to the modern world. This adaptation 
involves the synagogue service) rituals, beliefs, status of t.;ornen, convE:rsion, 
marriage rules , etc. The organization of the DvO branches are discussed in 
the Ch apte r on Social Relations, while differences in religious behaviouT are 
taken up in the Ch.apter on Religion. 



-106 -

TABLE 6.12 .2 

SYNAGOGUE AFFILIATION X RELIGIOUS BELIEFS · 

Median II 
~ and Above 

SYNAGOGU below median Total 

Orthodox 103 94 197 

(0 - e) 2/e .30 .37 

Reform 14 14 28 

I (0 - e) 2/e .13 .. 15 

Neither 27 9 36 

I 
(0 - e) 2/e 2.53 3 .13 

I 

I TOTAL I 144 ll7 261 J I 
df = 2 chi square = 6 . 58 p < .05 

TABLE 6 . 12.3 

SYNAGOGUE AFFILIATION X RELIGIOUS CONSERVATI~ 

~ 
Median 

·l '"'"' and Abcve 
SYNAGOGUE . Be l ow median 

------
Orthodox 100 97 197 

(0 - e) 2/ e .48 .58 

·. Reform · 13 15 28 

(0 - e) 2/e . 32 . 38 

I Ne.i ther ~ 
I 

29 7 36 
- ---I 

2/e (0 - e) 4 . 51 5.39 

261 :J --r TOTAL 142 119 
I 

df = 2 chi square = 11. 66 p <. .01 
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TABLE 6.12.4 

SYNAGOGUE AFFILIATION X ETHNOCENTICISM 

I 
Median 

~ and Above 
SYNAGOGUE below median Total 

Orthodox 97 100 197 

(0 - e) 2/e .83 .97 

Reform 18 10 28 

(0 - e) 2/e .56 
I 

.65 

Nei ther 26 ! 10 36 
-2 I (0 - e) Ie 2.17 2.56 

-I 
TOTAL 141 120 261 I 

df ; 2 chi square .. 7.74 p < .05' 

TABLE 6.12.5 

SYNAGOGUE AFFILIATION X ZIONISM 

. 

~ 
Below Median 
median and 

above Total 

Orthodox 82 114 196 

(0 - e) 
2 . . . 

Ie .33 .27 

Reform 11 17 28 

(0 - e) 
2 , 

Ie .18 .14 

Neither 23 13 

~ 
36 

(0 - e) 2/e 2.96 2.39 

I TOTAL 116 144 
I 

260 

d£ ; 2 chi square .. 6.27 p < .05 



- 108 -

(f) 
. 6 Jewish Education Standard and Source 

The last two variables to be examined ,,,ere standard and source of J ewish 

education. The most important finding is that apiirt from the exceptions shown 

in Tables 6.13 and 6.14, there appears to be no significant relationship 

between attitude and Jewish education. The first exception is that on the 

Religious Conservatism scale, Table 6.13, we find that those with a minimal 

Jewi sh education that is, bctl<een 0 - 2 years as a young child, or 

barmitzvah lessons only were significantly less traditionalist than those 

who had any Jewish education at all. The second exception, Table 6.14, is t hat 

Religious Beliefs are related to the source of Je,,,ish education. It ,.,as found 

that those ;,ho had at tended a day school were significantly mo·re religions than 

those who had received only part-time tui. tion. HOvTever, since those with no 

Jewi sh education were also significautly more religious we cannot conclude, on 

the basis of the present sample, that there is a posi tive relationship between 

a day-school education and the degree of religious belief. I'e shall ,hol<ever , 

r eturn to the question of the r elationship between Jewish identification and 

Jewish education in a subsequent discussion. Suffice it at this point to 

suggest that identification is prob ab ly related more closely to the informal 

processes of socialization in the family and peer group, than t o formal 

instruction, however .competent. 

6. The system of Je>Tish education is discuss ed in the Chapter on the eu ltural 
D'imension of identification. There are two main sources : part-time morning 
or afternoon classes (cheder, talmud torah), and the Jewish day school in ',;hich 
Jewish studi.es are taught as part of a no rmal school curriculum. 
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TABLE 6.13 

JEWISH EDUCATION STANDARD X RELIGIOUS CONSERVATISM 

~~ 
Median 

~EWISH EDUCATION and above 
STANDARD belDl' median Total 

Minimal 80 44 124 

(0 - e) 2/e 2.31 2.76 

Till bannitzvah 25 31 56 

2 
(0 - e) / e .99 1.19 

Post-barmi tzvah 28 30 58 

(o-e)2/e .41 .49 I 
Adult classes only 8 13 21 

(0 - e) 2/e l.01 1.20 

TOTAL 141 118 259 I 
df - 3 chi square - 10.36 p .::: .02 

TABLE 6.14 

·JEWISH EDUCATION SOURCE X RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 

~ 
Median 

~EHISH EDUCATION and Above 
SOURCE . below median Total 

- -
Day School ~ll .21 , 32 

2 
(0 - e) / e 2.47 3.02 

-
Part-time 85 52 137 

2 
(0 - e) /e 1.22 1.50 

Tutor/Parents 23 13 36 

(0 - 2 
I e) /e .52 .63 

None 23 30 53 

(0 - e) 2/e 1. 32 1. 61 

I 
-

TOTAL 142 116 258 I 
I 

df ~ 3 chi square _. 12.29 p ':'.01. 
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E. Conclusions 

I~p licit in the construction of the attitude schedule, rold in the analysis of 

its results, was the presumption that ·there were certait, issues, relating 

specificallY to jews - their traditions and religion, their survival 8.S a group, 

their position in the Hider society, and so on - on "hich Jews might reasonably 

be expected to have opinions. Thus, as was shmm in Chapter Three J a number 

of statements, expressing a variety of attitudes, were selected and tested with a 

view to measuring beliefs and feelings about being jewish. The item, selected 

for the final measuring ins trt;men t were those on '''hieh opinion varied fairly 

widely - that is, they exhibited high discriminative powers (see Chapter Three 

and Table 3.1) - and, therefore, made it possible to distinguish ben,e en high 

and low identifiers. 

The implications of this method of scale construction, are that attitude 

statements eliciting a high level of agreement were omitted. This is especially 

serious in the case of atti tudes to Israel and Zionism. Of a total of 11 items
7 

included in the pilot and final schedules, only 4 had sufficiently high 

discriminative powers to form the Zionism Sub-scale (Tables 3.1 &11d 6.1), ",hile 

even these items, together with five of the seven rejected items
S

, werc markedly 

positively skewed (Tables 6.1 and 6.7). It must, therefore, be noted, that 

because the method of scale construction has relegated Zionism to a secondary 

position in the preceding discussing, its real importance as an eleI!lent of Jewish 

identification has become obscured. In fact, it should nCM be apparent that: the 

present sample of Johannesbui"g Jews - and, we may venture to generalize, Sc.i.lth 

7. There were actu.:!.11y 14 items involved. However, three items vert:! simply 
slightly a.ltered versions of the originals (Table 3.1, it"ms 105 and 113, 
110 and 117, III and 114). 

8. Dis tributions for the pilot study are not reproduced in the present study. 
The t'.<o rejected items not positively ske,,;ed (Table 3.1, 109 and 112) .'ere 
arr~iguously worded. 
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9 African Jews as a ~7hole. - have strong, and virtually unaL"limously, po~itive views 

on this issue, and that Zionism constitutes the most universal dimens ion of Je' .... ish 

identi f.ication. 

Regarding attitudes to aspects of Je"ish identification apart from Zionism, 

overwhelmingly positive agreement, in the pilot study, was found on several other 

i terns. It must, therefore, be emphasized, that the final attitude schedule 

cannot be said to measure absolute minimal, or negative, identification, even though 

it does distinguish be tween high and 101.' identifien . 

Another point arising out of the objectives underlying the attitude schedule, 

is that no attempt was made to combine item SCO'r"es into a single scale of 

Jewish identification. As was indicated in Chapter One, it is assumed that a J"" 

may idE:ntify as such in a variety of way~, and it 18 for this reason that items 

were grouped into sub-scales relating to specific dimensions of identification 

(s ee Chapter Three), rather than into an overall measure. 

Turning now to the analysis of responses to t he attitude schedule, the 

findings may be sllmrnarized as follows: 

(a) On the whole, distributions of sut-scale scores tend slightly, but 

significantly, towards positive identification (Table 6.7). At leas t half of the 

individual items are heavily biassed in the sa'l\" direction. ·This indicatl'l:S th <1 t 

almost all Jev's in the sample have at least some positive attitudes tm.'ards being 

Jewish, while probably most have positive feelings about several of th" issues raised. 

9. Jack Alexander in Saran and hotz (1955, Ch.14 passim) shows that since the 
earliest days "South African Jewry (was) oven;helmingly pro-Zionist" and that 
even today (1955) it "still remains, by comparison " ith the Jews of other iands , 
a model Zionist community" (ibid. ,p.271) . Herman (1945) and Dubb (1.971 and 
forthcoming) support this vie;;;-;;-n the basis of studies of Jewish students a.nd 
matriculants of Jewish day schools. 

Although the history of Zionism in the United Statas has follm;ed a different 
course , including a phase of rabid anti-Zionism, support of Israel is tOd8.y more 
or less unanimous (lieusner 1972, Ch"pter 4 passim). 
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(b) From the pattern of score distributions on individual items, it appears 

that positive attitudes attach to those relating to: Jewish survival; 

relatively exclusive interaction ·within the JeHish group; the basic tenet:; of 

Judaism; and relations with Israel (Table 6.7). 

(c) Correlations and partial correlations betHeen sub-scale distributions 

indicate their relative discreteness (Tables 6.5 and 6.6). Thus respondents 

identifying very positively on one dimension might identify negatively on anothe r. 

(d) Cross-tabulations against several variables (Tables 6.8-6.14) suggest tohe 

following polarities: the most positive identifiers would be Jews "ho were bor" 

in Eastern Europe, "ere aged 45 years or over, and had not gone beyond a priEary 

school education . On the other hand, a Je" aged het,,,een 25-35; whose father 

or grandfather was born in South Africa, and who had some post-secondary education, 

would be a low identifier. Jewish education, irrespective of standard or source, 

appeared on the whole to be irrelevant to the degree of identification. 

It is now possible to return to some of the questions and hypotheses formulated 

in Chapter Two. The summary of findings, above, has provided at l"ast partial 

answers to the following questions: 

"(a) To what extent do Johannesburg Jews identify on each of the 

dimensions of Jewishness as they h ·ave been defined? 

"(b) Are any patterns of identification evident both ,,,ithin and between 

dimensions? 

"(e) Is there any relationship between modes of identification and 

particular demographic characteristics such a.s sex, age, place of birth, 

general education, Jewish education and so on?" (p.ll, above) 

The particular hypothesis relating to attitudes, states that it is expected 

"that Je"ish identification would also (j.s in the United States7 be manifested 

primarily in sentiment rather than in behaviour. ... (and) that there would be 

little congrue.nce between attitudes and behaviour, except at the ~xtrE.mes ... 

There will be , it is suggested, a far greater range of variation in behaviour than 

,I 
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in attitudes" (p .13, above). Since behaviqur (or: more precisely, action 

tendencies) has not yet been discussed, the hypothesis remains untes~ed at present. 

Howeve r, it can be said at this stage, that sentiment - or pro-Jewish at titudes -

is an important component of Jewish identification: 1n the first place ', certain 

sentiments, including those relating to Israel and Zionism, are almost 

universally held; in the second place, most Jews appear to identify positively 

on at least one dimension, while several items, though eliciting differences of 

opinion, are nevertheless positively skelYed. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

SOCIAL RELATIONS 

A. Introduction 

In this Chapter, patterns of social relations - both formal and 

informal - are examined. 

questi ons : 

Broadly speaking, it is concerned with the following 

(a) to what extent do Jews feel it is necessary or desirable to be 

affiliated to organi zed J ewish communal associations and what is the nature 

and extent of their actual affiliation; 

(b) to what extent and in what situation do Jews prefer to associate '",i th 

other J ews and what is the actual pattern of thei r social relations; 

(c) to wha t extent does conflict arise from any inconsistency between the 

desi re · t o avoid, or even combat, anti -Je'vish di scrimination , and the t endency 

to confine their otm social rel ationships "ithin the Jewish group . 

Be f c re de aling " ith the findings r e l a ting to these questions, it is 

essential to des cribe, a t least in outline, the formal organi zed structure of 

J ewish community life. 

B. The InstitutiontJ.l Frame,lOrk 

Scattered throughout the areas of Jewish r esidence i n Johannesburg are 

some t hirty-five synagogues, each es tab lished and maintained by the 

subscriptions and contributions of formally cons t i tuted ' congregations'. To 

many of t!,ese synagogues are attached halls which serve as venues fo r mee t ings , 

lectures, social events and other gat herings . Several a lso have nursery 

s chool faci l i ties, as we ll as class r ooms in which children "re given 

instruction in Judaism and Hebrew language after nonnal sch ool hours. 

~ifnership of proper ties lS, generally, vested in the particular congregation 

itself, as is the right and responsibility to manage its affairs and to engage 

and remU!1.erate ministers and other 0f ficial s. 
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All these congregations may, in the first instance, be divided into those 

which have retained the traditional orthodox fonns l. Of the six Refonn 

congregations, five are organized into the United Progressive Jewish 

Congregation of Johannesburg and have an adherence of approximately eight 

thousand men, women and children. All six, together with Refonn 

congregations in other parts of the country, belong to the South African Union 

·for Progressive Judaism. 

Orthodox congregations are completely independent of one another, except 

for the three which comprise the United Hebrew Congregations of Johannesburg. 

However, almost all of these, includ ing the U.H.C., are affiliated to the 

Federation of Synagogues. Through this Federation facilities, which no one 

congregation could support, are provide·d for the whole Orthodox community: 

the Beth Din (Jewish Ecclesiastical Court); supervision of establishments 

which manufacture or cater kosher foods; machinery for dealing with 

conversions to Judaism; maintaining a rnikve (ritual bath); publication of a 

monthly newspaper; and various other activities and amenities. It also 

provides a forum for representatives of Orthodox congregations to discuss 

matters of mutual concern . Although the headquarters of the Federation and 

1. Reform Judaism originated in Germany during the nineteenth century . It was 
an attempt to rid JUQaisrn of characteristics developed during several centuries 
of segregation, and to accommodate it to the needs of Jews who were becoming 
increasingly acculturated and integrated into German society. Many of the 
religious observances and taboos which at that time appeared meaningless and 
irrelevant, as well as those beliefs whi ch had become untenable or embarrassing, 
were discarded or altered, while the form of worship was modernized in various 
ways. The idea of Reform subsequently spread wesD,ard, though its form 
became increasingly diversified. The Re f orm movement in South Afri ca was founded 
by Rabbi H.C. Weiler in 1934 . By contrast, Orthodox Judaism i.mplies the 
acceptance of traditional Jewish beliefs, practices and forms of worship. It 
has, consequently, regarded Refonn with suspicion and antagonism. 
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the focus of its activities are in Johannesburg, congregations ~n the re.st of the 

Transvaal, Natal, Orange Free State and Rhodesia are also affiliated to it and 

are entitled to participate in its meetings and to utilise its facilities. 

The Chief Rabbi of the Federation - whose position is largely honorific, but who 

represents the Orthodox community on ceremonial and public occasions - is 

acknowledged by all affiliated congregations. 

Cutting across Orthodox congregational divisions is the Jewish educational 

system. Several primary and secondary 'Jewish Day Schools' provid" instruction 

in Je"'ish culture as an integral part of the normal government school curriculum. 

For those children who do not attend the day schools there is a network of early 

morning and afternoon classes. The responsibility for all these facilities is, 

largely, that of the South African Board of Jewish Education and the United 

Hebrew Schools who draw up syllabi, appoint teachers and principals, and 

control finance. Many members of Reform also send their children to the Je«ish 

Day schools, but the movement runs its own afternoon school system. 

Independent of the local congregational structure, though also generally 

organized on a suburban basis, are the adult Zionist
2 

societies (mostlv 

involving women) a.nd the Zionist youth groups. Their activities, together \,ith 

those of other ci ty- and country-;,ide Zionis t associations, are co-ordinated by 

the Johannesburg-based South African Zionist Federation. The Union of Jewish 

Women is organized in a similar way, but its interes ts are locally, rather than 

Israel, oriented. Institutions serving Johannesburg Jews as a whole include the 

South African Jm,ish Board of Deputies (which assists in finding employment and 

accommodation; provides we Ifare facili ties; comb ats ant is eU'i tism; acts on 

behalf of the community with the Government where necessary; produces 

2. Zionism refers to a Jewish political movenent, founded at the end of the 
19th century, which advocated the establishment of a "Jewish National :forr.e" in 
Palestine, as a means of bringing to an end Jewish dispersion and insecurity. 
One aspect of the Zionist progrannne t.Tas realized 'V.,ith the establ ishment of 
Israel in 1948 as an independent Je.!ish state. Since that time the 
movement - throuGh hundreds of local brouPS throughout:. the \\lorld , and t heir 
national fede rations - has concentr&t t..: d on encouraei'ag emigration of Je,,'s to 
Israel and on raising funds for t:he su?port of various projects in the Jel.o,"ish 
State. 
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pub lications ; organized cultural acti vi ties), the Johannesburg Jew'ish He lping 

Hand and Burial Society, various charities, t"o homes fer the aged, and a school 

and home for retarded Je,·,ish children. There are a1 so numerous special-interest 

associations catering for JetvS such as sports clubs, ex-servicemen l s leagues, 

masonic-type lodges, Hebre\('- and Yiddish-speaking circles, study groups, 

3 
Je"ish graduate associations, and so on . 

Johannesburg Je"s, then, maintain a system of insti tutions covering a "ide 

range of individual and group needs. This organization does not, however, enjoy 

any official standing. There is no statutory community council as in SOfie 

European countries, Legally, the Je" has no special status: he is a private 

ci tizen whose religious convictions, ethnic attachments and associational 

affiliations are a matter of personal preference. Participation in and support 

of Jewish communal insti tutions, therefore, is entirely voluntary. 

Having outlined the institutional frame"ork of the Johannesburg Jewish 

community, and having emphasized its voluntary nature, the extent to which local 

Je"s are formally affiliated, and the importance "hich they attach to such 

affiliation, can now be examined. 

C. Synagogue Affiliation 

The importance attached to syn a gogu.e affiliation is expressed in responses 

to the attitude item: "It is essential to be a member of a synagogue". As 

Table 7.1 shows, 65% of respondents agreed with the statement and 29% disagreed. 

3. Several of these bodies serve not only the needs of Jews in Johannesburg, but 
those of Jews in South Africa as a ,.,hole. The Federation of Synagogues and the 
Zionist Federation, have already been mentioned in this connection . Other major 
Johannesburg-based organizations falling into this category are the South African 
Je1o,ish Board of Deputies and the South African Boanl of Jewish Education. Contact 
between affiliates of these bodies , and between affiliates and headquarters, ~s 
maintained by means of a series of pe riodic local, regional and national 
conferences. 
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Reflecting this attitude is the fact, as Table 7.2 indicates, that 74% were 

actually members of some congregation
4 

lfuile it i s to be expected that religious 

needs would be a motivating facto r, there is considerable evidence that they a.re 

by no means the only one. There is firstly, the discrepancy between sy~agogue 

affiliation and attendance at service s . Table 7.3 shows that only 23% of all 

respondents attended services week ly or more frequently, while a further 19% 

attended about once a month, Even if it is assumed that all of these were 

affiliated to some congregation, this would still leave 87 out of a total 207 

synagogue members, who attended services only on the High Festivals
5 

or not at all. 

TABLE 7.1 

RESPONSES TO STATEHENT: "IT IS ESSENTIAL TO BE A NE~1BER OF 
A SYNAGOGUE". PERCENTAGES. 

REspmTSE Strongly Disagree Disagree Undecided I Agree I 1 
Strongl.LAs!e,:_ 

SCORE 1 2 3 4 5 

% 5 24 6 48 17 

Nean ~ 3.5 S.D. ~ 1.16 

TABLE 7.2 

Sl~AGOGUE AFFILIATION 

-
Members of Q) 

"' .. 
Orthodox Reform No.t l1embers of g I TOTAL 
Synagogue Synagogue 

. o· p... 
any congregat~onl:CO ~ I 

Paying I Non- paying Paying Non-paying 

, 

:=t= No. 150 28 27 75 1 283 

% 53 10 10 26 - 100 

4. Nany Jews regard themselves, and are accepted by others as 'belonging' to a 
particul a r congregation even though they do not pay dues. Such p~op le participate 
on the same basis as paying ;nembers in congregational activities , except t hat they 
have no say in matters of admini.stration or policy. Thirty respondents fell 
into this category. 

5. Rosh Hashannah (New Year) and , t en days later, Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
are toge ther referred to as the High Fes ti vals or High Holidays. See also 
Glossary. 



- 119 -

TABLE 7.3 

SYNAGOGUE ATTEND_~~CE 

Daily, Sabbath About About High Fes ti vals Do not ()) TOTAL 
and Fes ti vals weekly monthly only Attend '" .:: 

00 
ZPo 

'" & 

No. 51 15 54 103 58 2 283 

% 18 5 19 36 21 1 100 

What is suggested here is that synagogue affi liation is, to an important extent, 

regarded as the minimum expression of formal structural. identification with the 

Jewish community, and that the religious factor may in many cases be secondary 

or even totally absent. In support of this, the following evidence may be 

ci ted: 

(a) Attitude staterr,ent 29 - "It is essential to be a member of a synagogue" -

has a d.p. of 1.6 and ranks fourth in magnitude on the . seven-item Social 

Relations (SR) scale (Table 6.1). 

(b) Factor analysis of the 31 attitude statements r e l ating to Jewish identifica-

tion, indicates that while item 29 loads .6 on the Religious Belief factor it 

also loads .4 on Jewish Survival. The more general statement 15 - "It is 

impor t ant to· participate in Jewish communal acti vi ties" - loads .4 each on the 

same t1<O factors as well as on Zionism (Table 6.4)". 

(c) As Table 7.4 S"OI'S, there is a si::;nificant relationship between synagogue 

affiliation and both religious and other attitude and se lf-rating scales, with 

non-affiliated respondents identifying very much less positively than those who 

belong to a synagogue. 
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(d) Finally, the extent to ~hich synagogue affiliation may be regarded as a means 

of identi fica tion rather than primarily as an expression of religious needs, is 

indicated by a factor analysis of 10 items of religious behaviour. Synagogue 

affiliation, together with several other items, has a high loading on the Jewish 

Identification factor and no significant loading at all on Religious Commitment 

(Table 9.11). 

One last point might be made in connection with synagogue affiliation: of 

the 207 respondents who belonged to a congregation, 120 - at most - attended 

services monthly or more frequently, 16 devoted at least one period of a few 

hours every two months to congregational affairs, and 11 served on some committee 

or sub-committee. Those who were actually active in the running of their 

congregations, or in their various social and cultural activities, thus n~de up 

only a very small proportion of the total membersh ip. This, as will be seen 

in the following section, is a characteristic of many voluntary associations. 

D. Associational Affiliation and Particip~tion 

Like the Red Cross and S.P.C.A., many J ewi sh communal institutions are 

maintained by the regular subscriptions of a l a r ge passive membership. l'his 

applies to a large extent to welfare and service associations, as "ell as to 

homes for the Jewish aged, orphaned and handicapped. On the other hand, there 

are also numerous associations such as Zionist societies, parent-teacher ' 5 

associations and cultural bodies, whose members are expected to attend me etings 

or lectures, to assist in fund-raising and to participate generally in their 

activities. All these associations periodically canvass menibers of the 

community for contributiJns above and beyond the ir fixed subscriptions, t o be used 

either for their own purposes or for causes which they support. 

Dealing first with financial involvement in communal institutions, it should 
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be noted that 'subscription-membership' was not investigated since the wide 

extent of these can easily be verified by any of the institutions concerned. 

Only one such body "as, therefore, used as an example: the Hitwatersrand 

Je,;ish Helping Hand and Burial Society (Chevrah Kadisha). It was found that 

although only three respondents were active in the Society, 149 (53%) were 

paying members. It is pros able that most adult Jews in Johannesburg ara members 

of at least one such institution. What is perhaps more significant, 

however, is that 226 respondents (80%) made contributions to various 

ph il anthropies i.e. excluding subscription$, street collections, door-to-

door canvasses and membership dues - and that of these, 202 had contributed 

mainly or only to Jewish causes (Table 7.5). It is clear, then, that a large 

proportion o'f Johannesburg Je"s identify with the community, to a greater or 

lesser extent, at this level. 
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TABLE 7.4 

SYNAGOGUE AFFILIATION X ATTITUDE A.ND 

SELF-RATING SCALES: HEDrA." TEST 
==~--~~~~~ 

SCALE df X p< CONMENTS 

Social Relations 1 7. 37 .01 

Religious Beliefs 1 19.15 .001 

Respondeli t s affili a ted t o a 

- synagogue scored sorne\vhat 
E thno cen t ri sm 1 9.74 .01 more positive l y t han 

expected on the various 
scales . !1ajor 

Zionism 1 14.06 . 001 contributions to chi- square 
values, hm .. rever, were 
from non-affiliated 

Religious Conservatism 1 35.70 .001 r espondents "'ho identified 
sigrdficantly less 
positively on the scales . 

Jewish (self-rating) 1 8.86 . 01 
_. 

-

Observant (self-rating) 1 7.92 .01 

Religious (self-rating) 1 14.40 .001 

NOTE : Chi squares based on 2 X L t ables with sample dichotomized into "affiliated 
to a synagogue" and IInot affi liated" on the one hand , and into "above 
median (of scale score)" and "be l ow median" on the other. 

TABLE 7.5 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO PHILANTHROPIES 

.--

Philanthropy I No. % 
,= 

Three major Jewish, only* 53 19 

Overwhelmingly Jewi sh 

I 
100 35 

Mostly Jewish ·49 17 

Equally J ewi s h and non-Jewish I 16 6 

Hostly non-Jewi s h 3 1 

Overwhelmingly non-Jewish 5 2 

No contributions 54 19 I 
I 

No re sponse 3 1 I 

- -
Total 283 100 

-
NOTE: *Three country-wide campaigns are ccnducted regularly by the I~raeli United 

Appea l ( for Israe l), the United Communal Fund (for local a.meni ties), and 
the South African Board of Jewish Education (for the local eduactional 
system). The majority vf respondents "'ho had contributed to other Jewish 
philanthropies, had also contributed to one or more of these campdgns. 
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Returning to t he question of participation in formal asso ciations, a more 

precise distinc tion must be made between Jewish and non-Jewish organiza tions. 

Respondents were aske d to li s t up to six as sociations, apart from congregational 

ones, ~n which they were ac tively i nvolved6 . Respondents were also asked to 

indica t e whether or not the associations were Jewish, what proportion of their 

membership was J ewish, and what their purposes and acti vi ti es "ere. The aim of 

these questions (Question 28 , Appendix A) was to establi sh : 

(a) whe ther the activities or content of the asso ciation '.as J ewish-

oriented (e. g. Zionist societ ies, groups studying aspects of Jewi sh culture) or 

of a more general nature (e.g. an adult e ducati on progr amme in music appreciation, 

sponsoring an African school); 

(b) whethe r the ass oci ation was founded by Jews qua Jews (e . g . country club s 

establi she d when Jews were not admitted to existing ones) and whether it was 

gene r ally re garde d as a "Jewish organization"; 

(c) whether, if t he association was not a Jewish one, the membe r ship \·,~s 

large ly Jewish or not (e.g. many Johannesburg cultural societies have a 

predominantly Jewish membership, whi l e some occupational and service 

associations have relatively few JeVJish members). 

6. , As an indication of degrees of invol vement, the pattern of part:Lc~pa tion ~n 
th e Zi onist movement, Table 7.6, ' provides a good example : a large nominal 
membership (a) , a smaller number who par:: icipate occasionally in some 
activi t i es (b), and a r elatively small ac tive nucleus (c). In the text, 
"actively involved", r efers to categories (b) and (c). 

TABLE 7 .6 

AFFILIATION TO &~D PARTICIPATION IN ZIONIST ASSOCIATIONS 

I -
No Not a Regard Belong to Act i ve me mbers of 

Response Zionist t hemselves Zionist Zi oni st Society 
as Zionists Society 

(a) (b) (b/a x 100) (c) (c/b x 100) (c/ a x 100) 
-

I 
I I (39%) 21% 6 121 I 156 82 53% 32 

NOTE: All da ta except "Active members of Zionist Society" based on responses 

to Quest ion 22 , Appendix A. 

t o Ques tion 28 . 

Data for last category from re sponses 
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Table 7.7 shOl's that of the 283 respondents, 157 (56%) had a tot a l of 300 

memberships in 158 associations. Of these 76 ,,,e re members of some 43 Jewi sh 

organizations (other than synagogues or sports and social clubs), with service, 

welfare and Zionist associations predominating. In evaluating the meaning of 

this participation , it must be borne in mind that 'active involvement' ranges 

from attending an occasional meeting to devoting several hours a day to the 

affairs of an association. Furthermore, the activities of members vary from 

purely fund-raising efforts, through administ rative and organizational tasks, 

to attending social and cultural gatherings. Thus, it is probable that a 

relati vely small proportion of thes e 76 respondents actually gave much time 

and energy to the Jewish communal associations to which they belonged. 

Another aspect of associational participation is the extent to wh ich Jews 

interact in relatively fO):lI\al , purposive and organized situations wi th non-

Jews, and the nature of the se situations. Tab les 7.8 and 7.9 sho" that the 

large majority of both men and wo~en (51/79 and 61/78, respectively) were active 

in Jewish associations or in associations with a predominantly Jewish membership 

and that many were active only ln such associations (27/5l men and 53/61 women). 

Furthennore, from Table 7.7 it is apparent that those organizations whidl did 

not have a predominantly Je,]ish membership, were mos tly sports, social, 

cultural and professional societi es . 

It might also be noted, from Table s 7.8 and 7.9 that the patterns of 

associational participation differ for men and women. Thus: 

(a) 32 women , as against 13 men, belonged only to Je;]ish associations 

Table 7.8). 

(b) 28 men, as agains t 17 women, belonged only to associations '"ith a 

predominantly non-Jewish membership (Table 7.8). Of these, 13 men and 3,wmen 

belonged only to sports clubs. The majority of women (12) belonged to various 

, I 



TABLE 7 . 7 AS50CIAT I ONAL PART IC l fAT I ON TYPE OF AS":OC lAT I UN .x. .eTrtN.l".1TI UI' " U:. II.Dl:.l\.;>I1..Lr 

Not Jewi sh Orga nization : Member s Tot a l No. of 
Jewi s h Or ganizat i on Fr ed ominant ly Jewi s h No t Pr edomi na ntly Jewis h Resp ondent s 

Type of No. of No . of No. of No. of No . of No. of be l ong i ng t o Tota ls 
Assoc iation As o Qc iati;:.ne Respond ent s Associati on s Re spondents Associa t ion s Respondents each type o f 

Ass ocia t i on 

• Cultural 8 9 4 4 7 12 26 -
Service &: We l fare 17 44 4 3 17 17 53 -
Zionist 12 32 - - - - 32 -
Sports &: Sociel 8 19

0 12" 35 33" 34 79 -
Profe ss i ona l - - 4 2 19 18 19 -
Other (mainly 
Parent-Tea cher 
As s oc ia ti ons) 6 5 2 2 5 6 12 -

Total No. of 
26" 81" Associati ons 51 - - - - 158 

Total No . of 
Res pondent s belo n-
ging to a9 s ocia-
tions of each 
ethnic ca t egory - 86 - 43 - 78 - -

Total N'1 . of 
Res pondents be lon-
ging t a any 
a s s ociati on - - - - - - - 157 

Tots l No. of 
ass oc i ations l 
memberships - - - - - - - 300 

I 

~: (a ) Respondents belong i ng t o more than one a s s oc iation withi n a psr ticu l ar c 3tego ry ( e.g . Jewi s h Cult ur a l . r r edominant l y 
J ewi sh Sports) are counted onl y once. 

(b ) To t a l No. of r espond ents in ea ch c o lumn or ro v, r epresents the C;1ctU<l.! nu:nber of ind i v i duals belong j nb to any as;::;ociati ons 
i n t hat c o lumn or row . 

(c ) II Indic ate s t hat a numbe r of as s ociation s we r e s imply de s ignat e d as tlstudy gr oup " or "bol! club ". s o that t he act ual 
number of a s s oc iations i n tha t category ma y be s l i ght l y highe r. 

(d ) 0 These were t he onl y· Jewish ass oc i a t ions t o whic h 10 of t he res ponder. t s ne longed . Thus 7 6 be lonGe d t o Jewish 
as sociations e xclud ing s port s ~ nd social c l ubs . 

.... 
N 
V> 
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service, professional, welfare and other non-sport organizations (Table 7 .9). 

(c) 52 men, as against 25 women, belonged to associations with a predominantly 

non-Jewish membership (Table 7.9). 

(d) 49 men and 28 women belonged to sports clubs (Table 9.10). 

While, therefore, the evidence indicates that Jews, generally, tend to join 

organizatio'as to which other Jews belong, this is particularly true of Jewish 

tv-omen. 

TABLE 7.8 

ASSOCIATIONAL PARTICIPATION: ME~ffiERSHIP X SEX 

~ 3 :· •. :~~_ .. :.i= .1.? - J/",J no 
al'ld A5sociational 

SEX J J/:-'J J /" " " ~J p - / ' --'J • r - ' -
::artici ~'\ ation ""Ll _'J.. v .. U 1.].' .. :'.: tJ _ J~ ~. 

."""'..,....." ....... r= -= ,,' --~ -
__ ale ~.jo • 13 'I ;; 22 " 2 

_ . fl 

55 1j~ -'- "c 

" 1C AC\ 16 1 1 21 41 '100 
" 

I v 

- -----
-1!,1, --I ~" 1';0. :'2 16 5 5 3 17 66 r. cma.!.e 

I 
(" 22 11 3 3 2 12 lf6 ~ __ :9.J .-' 

~=. --- -f=~-"""""""~ -
Total 1:0. I 

J, r.: ;;Cl -;7 6 5 /'-5 121 ') r-: (~ 
~ .... 

~:J ~o 
'-/L.' 

" 16 2 2 -iG 44 100 .' ---- . 

Notes: (a) J= Jewish organization 

PJ= Not Jewish organization, but Predominantly Je,,,ish membership 

NPJ= Not Jewish organization, and I:lemhership Not Predominantly Jewish 

(b) 5 respondents did not answer Question 28. 
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TABLE 7.9 

ASSOCIATIONAL PARTICIPATION: SPORT AND NON-SPORT 
ASSOCIATIONS X MEMBERSHIP X SEX 

r-------- ---r ~--

Females ~ 
1===,===I-------ll===-==o=F==~-===i===--=~ 

J 
- I '--J rJ .:: ' 

J/ I'?J 

J I p,T I;:PJ 
? J 

,;J I FPJ 

~_'ote.l 30 

38 

71 2 9 
I! • 

50 3D 
-----1---- ----jl------

ET)ort 8.!.!.c1 

; ~ 0 :";JOJ: \; . 

J 

" I l-'J 
Jr~'J 

J / " T/ ' T'_'J ... !) .1.. : .1 

-- ---- --u 
?O 

4 7 

':;12' ] 
·:5 

2J 4 
2 

--
16 

------It-------- -------1--- - ------It- ------

2]1 ?rj 

'fJ 
Sr J T~: o !~ l· : J or ?J 1~J16 :] 0 .-~-----~ J 

- /",T;----J J .L. ( _, J, ,.-
: - ~lJ 13 3 16 

---'O~--:1----I--2q -
_ L· ( .. ... 

.= ... - ..... .»" .............. ~~ ~ c.tr ~.,..~-=-'=-:il "'" -~~ 

70tal 11_ Jt __ 2~_ 

Co_nsidering the evidence presented in both this and the previous discussion 

(i.e. synagogue affiliation), it may be concluded that the l arge majority of 

r e spondents feel that it is important to identify with the community through 

its institutional frarnet,olork and, in fact, do so. The extent of this identifi-

cation, hm,ever, varies a great deal from the Jew who nominally belon gs to a 

synagogue congregation and supports Jewish phi Ianthropies, and Ii ttle else, to t he 
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Jew who is active in a number of community-oriented associa tions and who not only 

contributes to Jewish causes but also, perhaps, even campaigns on their behalf. 

At most, about one quarter of all respondents (Le. those active in non-sport, 

Jewish associations - Table 7.7) might f all into the latter category. How far, 

however, active involvement is an indication of commitment to the goals of 

the particular organization is a moot point. It is suggested, t hough this 

cannot be tested by means of the present data, that people participate in 

Jewish communal associetions for a variety of reasons: special inte rest s such 

as handicapped chi idren; desire to mix socially with other Je>1s; social 

pressures; opportunity for achieving positions of leadership and prestige; 

or simply the desire to belong to an available organization. Apart from 

commitment to specific goals relating to the community, the reason that 

Jewish, or predominantly Jewish , organizations are preferred is probably 

closely related to r espondents feeling more at home among Jews than among 

non-Je.'s - a question 'Thich will be taken up in the following sections 

(s ee, in particular, Table 7.10 below). 

E. Informal Social Relations 

It h as already been shown (Table 4.2 and 4.3; Figures 5.1 and 5.I!) that 

Johannesburg Jews exhibit a marked tendency to;Tards residential clustering. 

It has a lso been suggested that Jews tend to favour Jewish or predominantly 

Je,.lish organizations . In this section we propose to examine the nstllre and 

extent of informal relations be t"een fellow-Jews, and be tween Jews and non-Je\Js. 

An ovenThelming preference to confine social relations to fe1l0",-Je'''5 is 

reflected in responses to the two attitude scale items, " I feel more at home 

living in a Jewish neighbourhood", and "I feel mo r e at home among Jews than 

among non-Je\Js" (Table 7 .10), as well as in r esponses to questions about close 

friends and acquaintances (Tab Ie 7 . n) . These Tables sho,,. that ab0ut two-thirds 

of respondents prefer a Jewish n eighbourhood and feel more at home among Jews, 

while 90% and 87%, respectively, have only or mostly Je.wish friends and 

acquain tanees. 
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TABLE 7.10 

RESPONSES TO STA1c~ffNTS: 

NEIGHBOURHOOD", AND " I 
"I FEEL HORE AT ROME LIVING IN A JEWISH 

FEEL tfURE AT HOHE ANONG J EI-1S THA..1<1 AMONG 
NON JEI-1S". PERCENTAGES. 

Response I Strongl y Disagree Disagree Undecided Agree 

Score 1 

Jewish 
neigh-

1 bour-
hood 

, 
At home 
with 2 
Jews 

Mean (Jewish neighbourhood) = 3.7 

Mean (At home wi th Jews) = 3 .7 

TABLE 7.11 

2 3 

16 16 

17 8 

4 

44 

50 

S.D. 1.03 

S.D. = 1.06 

CLOSE FRI ENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 

Proportion of J ews to n on-Jews Close Friends 
No . % 

Only Jews 235 83 

Mostly Jews 22 8 

Equal Jews and non-Jews 11 4 

Mostly or only non-Jews 10 4 

No Response 5 7-
I 

Strongly Agree 

5 

22 

22 

Acquaintances 
No . I % 

. 

61 22 

183 65 

29 10 

9 I 3 

1 -

I 

Total .L283 I 101 II 283 I 100 --.J 
Note : ( a) 6% numbered only relatives among their close friends; 

(b ) 52%, whose close friends "ere only or most ly J ews , included relatives 
among thes e ; 

(c) a quarter of those whose close friends included an equal number or 
more of non-Jews ) included relatives Bl!long their Jewish friends. 

In the economic sphere, the bond between Jews is also evident . Of t hose 

r espondents who were gainfully employed, Table 7.12 shows that for 57% t heir mOB t 

important business associates (including employers, partners, clients und 

customers) "'ere Jewish, "hile a further 13% said that a.t least half we re Jews. 

Furthermore, as Table 7.13 shows, of the 47 respondents "ho employed white 
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labour, 9 emp l oyed mostly Je,,,s, 15 employed Jews in supenTlSory or other responsi-

ble positions and a further 7 said that they would prefer to employ Jews if they 

were avai lab Ie. Sixteen (1/3) employed mostly non--Je'"s and had no special 

preference for Jewish employees. 

TABLE 7.12 BUSINESS ASSOCIATES 

I 
TYPE OF ASSOCIATE No. I % , 
Partners relatives 1 1 
Partners all Jews 6 5 
Employers all J e"s 9 7 
Clients all Je';o.Ts 4 3 
Other all Jews* 

'~~ Various all Je'.vs** 21 16 
--

Total all Jews 57 45 
- , 

Clients mostly Jews 1 1 I 
Other mostly Jews* 4 3 

I Various mostly Jews** 11 9 
I 

Total mos tly Je"s 

II 
16 13 1 -

F a rtne rs equally Jews and non-Jews 1 I (1) 
Employers equal 7 6 I Clients equal I 2 1 
Other equal* 

I 
1 (1) 

Various equal** 6 I 5 , 
-

Total equally Jews and non-Je~.J's 
I 

17 I 13 I 
Employers mostly non-Jews 7 I 6 1 
Other mostly non-Jews* 13 

I 
10 I 

Various mostly non-Jews** 10 8 I 
i i ~ Total mostly non-Jews 30 24 i I I -r Fe.rtners a ll non-Je"s III 1 T 1 i 

~_C_l_i_en_t_s __ a_l_l __ n_O_n_-_J_e'_N_s ______________________________ ~:1~-------67 I 56~ 
Total all non-Jews ~. I 

I ~ 

TOTAL RESPONDENTS 
II 127 I 101 -] 

NOTE: (a) * 'Other' includes fellow-employees, superV1sors, etc. 
(b) ** ' Various 1 i~dicates that more than one cate go ry of business associ ate 
was mentioned by the respondent - fo r example) partners and clients. 
(c) This Table should be tre.ated Hith reserv3.tion, as res ponses pere of 
uneven qual(t:Y:---It stiould -not be regarded 85 an exhaustive list of .--
of respondents f business associates, but rather as a cla3s ification of those 
WilOIn respondents regarded as most important or significant. 
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TABLE 7.l3 EMPLOYMENT OF JEIHSH EMPLOYEES 

Proportion of Jews employed I No. of 
I 

Employers 

Mostly Jews 9 
Equal proportion of Je1<S and non Jews (but 6 
Jews in higher positions;trust Jews ;prefer 
J ews) 
Mostly non-Jews (but Jews in supervisory 8 
and respons i b Ie positions) 
Mostly non-Jews, but would prefer Jews 7 
if they would app ly for jobs 
Mostly non-Jews, and have no preference 16 
for Jewish emp loyees 

Total number of employers I 46 

With regard to patronage of Jewish merchants and professions, Table 7.14 

shows that 69% of respondents reacted negatively to the statement. II In gene!' a 1 

I prefer to shop at Jewish-mmed stores". On the other hand, 52% preferred to 

have their legal and financial affairs handles by Jewish professionals. 

TABLE 7.14 RESPONSES TO STATEHENTS: "IN GENERAL, I PREFER TO SHOP AT 
JEWISH QI·:NED STORES", AIm "I I, OULD P.ATHI;R A JEIHSIl A':!:TO~IEY 
OR ACCOUNTA;'!T HA.NDLE MY AFFAIRS THAN A NON-JEI'''. PERCE~TAGES. 

RESPONSE Strongly Disagree Disagree Undeci<!ed Agree Strongly Agree~ 
SCORE 1 2 3 4 5 ! I 

-
Prefer r i I 
Jet\~ish II 9 60 9 18 

I 
3 

shops ~ ! 
-L- -

I I 

Prefer 
, 

I Jewish Ii 
Profess ionals 6 32 10 41 I 11 

Mean (Jewish shops ) = 2.4 S.D = 0.99 

Mean (Jewish professio~als) 3 .. 2 S.D.= 1.18 
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F. The Dilemma of Jewish Exclusiveness 

At this stage in the discussion, it might be useful to draw together some 

of the material presented in the preceding sections in order to focus on the 

dilemma of Jewish exclusiveness. While, certainly, there are Jews ",hose 

feelings are uncompromising on this pOint,7 it does appear that many are 

ambivalent and, to some extent, even experience guilt. The following extract 

from one of the preliminary interviews (see Chapter Three) is a particularly 

good example of the interplay of behaviour tendzncies and attitudes which 

produces the pattern of social relationships of one individaal. 

Q. What else apart frem observance of religious rituals and customs, 

marks your Jewishness? 

A. Hell socially: ninety-nine percent of my friends are Jews. 

Q. Why is that? 

A: I I ve always mixed "i th them. I've found them the mos t 

congenial group I know. 

Q. Do you, or have you ever, known any non-Jews? 

A. At school I've been friendly with non-Jews. On visiting terms . 

They were not intimate friends. They also seemed to regard us as 

an exterior circle of friends. When I was very little, at prep 

school, I had very intimate friends among them. I was very friendly 

.with the little girl.across the road, but as we grew older and becaiue 

interes ted in boys, I knew that I would never go out yJi th non-Jewish 

boys because my parents would be very very much against it if 1 eVEr 

married a non-Jew. 

Q. Did you ever go out casually wi th non-Jewish boys to a cine>ma, 

for example? 

7. One inrorrn,mt said during an intervie,,: "I find it vi rtually impossib le 
to attain the level of co:rrrnonality (sic) with a non-Jew that I can «ith a Jew. 
Although lam bilingual and can mix well with non-Jews, I don't like them. 1 
don't trust them." 
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A. No never. I refused ,,,hen they asked me because I didn't want 

to get involved because I knew I could never marry a non-Jew. 

Q. Why? 

A. Besides my parents being against it, I didn't see why I should. 

In any case there were so many nice Jewish boys why should I get 

involved, why should I even ,· tempt myself? 

Q. Did you find that you had sufficient in conunon with them that 

it constituted any kind of danger? 

A. Yes. I'm thinking of one in particular, an Italian, with 

"hom I was dying to go out. Now I think it was si Ily, but 

perhaps I would have got involved; what if 'Ne had fallen in love? 

Q. Now what did you find in conunon with him? 

A. Well our studies. He came from a very nice Italian home, 

from perhaps the same social backgrourid, and he was very good 

looking, and he was sort of on the same social level, being at 

varsity together. He was a decent chap . Now I look back on it, 

I think that I was silly. I should have gone out with all 

people in my extreme youth. Why was I thinking of marriage then 

at such a young age? 

Q. Did you automatically think of marriage when you went out wi th 

boys? 

A. No, it was just that I knew I could neVE:r get involved with a 

non-Je"ish boy and that I'd never be allowed to marry one. That's 

all. I wasn't thinking of getting married. 

Q. Lets get back to your Jewish friends: most of your friends n01-1 

are J~wish. 

people? 

Do you ever have an opportt,mity to rne"t non-Je,,,ish 

A. I am friendly wi th one non-Jewish nei.ghbour. On visiting 

terms. i,-le are on intimate terms. Bu t she is not on a par wi th 

my best friend, since I have knmm my best friend all. my life and 

we have far more intimacies which t·le share as \\'ell as much more 
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111 connnon. 

Q. Would you say that you are on more intimate tel~S with your 

Jewish friends 1n general, than with this non-Jewish girl in 

particular, or not? 

A. No. She's on a par with Jewish friends that I'm less 

intimate with. Our discussion is children and homes and 

domestic affairs. 

Q. Do you mix with her and her husband socially? 

A. No, our husbands haven't even met . She is a day-friend. 

I've had her over ,<ilh my Jewish friends. l,e jus t sort of 

found her a bore because all she spoke about were her chi Idren. 

Some of my Jewish friends speak only ahout their domestic affairs, 

but others discuss more worldly affairs. On that particular 

occasion, the friend together "ith ,,,hom my non-Jewish neighbour 

was one with whom I discussed books and reading and absolutely 

anything, but certainly at a higher cultural level than this 

woman brought us down to. 

Q. Are your discussions with this Jewish friend usually 

specifically on Jewish topics? 

A. No, not at all. 

Q. SO the non-Jewish neighbour didn't fit in intell ectually? 

A. No. 

Q. But not because she wasn't Jewish? 

A. No, not at all. 

Q. How is it that you don't kno>l more non-Je>ls and that your 

circle doesn't include non-Jews? 

A. We seem to stick together. Jews in Joh'burg just do. 

Q. Why? 

A. I can't think why. We 1 ve got non-Je1;vish neighbours who are 

terribly nice. The chi ldren play together a lot but we've neve r 

been socially friendly. I like them a lot. I wouldn 1 t mind 
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going out with them socially but nobody has ever made the move. 

Q. Would you like to meet more non-:Jews? 

A. Well I <Touldn' t say specifically non-Je'']s. The sort of 

people I would like to meet are continentals. I like their 

way of life whether they are Jews or non-Jews. I think they 

lead a more interesting life. 

Q. But what about English-speaking South Africans of your 

socia-economic class - who live around here, and so on? 

A. I can't say. What I don't like about them is that the 

Jews are a family-oriented people, while the non-Jews that I 

have met - well their children go to boarding school as soon as 

they are ab Ie to. Their children are completely apart from 

their lives. And they are a drinking crowd and I can't bear 

it •..•. 

Q. What ~s particularly Jewish about the members of your 

circle? 

A. Only that they're born Jews. 

religious at all. 

Because mostly they aren't 

Q. Do you have any friends with whom the basis of your 

association is Jel;.;ri sh? 

A. I used to but not any more. As a teenager we had the Young 

Israel Association and as smaller kids we had the Zionist youth 

moveme nts. But now there aren 1 t those ci reles any more. 

Q. What about the benevolent society to which YO'l said (earlip.r 

~n the intervieVl) that you belong? Is that Jewish at all? 

A. Yes. We have all had equal opportunities to work for Africans 

or for general charities, but He tve chosen a Jewish organization. 

We feel that no-one else works fo r the Je,"s if the Jews don't .... 

Q. You said that ninety-nine percent of your friends are Jews 

and that this is largely because you haven't had t he OPPol'tuni ty 

ei ther now or as a chi Id to m2 e t r:.on-J eHS . Is this more cr les s 
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A. Yes. But there is, if you analyse it, more of a bond bet" een 

Jews. There ~s a family feeling between Jews. 

Q. What kind of a bond? 

A. Well, for example , if I met a Jew in another country I would 

feel a stronger bond than if he were not a Jew. Or eVen in this 

country, if I me t a forei~l person and I knew that he'd come 

all the way from Australia and I suddenly found he was Jewish 

there would be a much stronger bond because We have some thing ~n 

conunon - a background , a religion .•• 

Q. If your son wanted to marry a Gentile girl what would 

your attitude be? 

A. If she was a particularly nice girl I wouldn't be terribly 

upset, because after all I've said, I still feel that 

as similation would be the best solution to our problems . Only 

I would feel tha t it's the children "ho Guffer and from that 

point of view I would feel unhappy about it. 

Q. ~~at would you prefer, if your son confronted you with 

a choice: either he was going to marry a Gentile girl ~n 

South Africa, or he would marry a Yemenite or Moroccan girl 

in Israel - that is a dark-skinned girl with a different 

.cultural background? 

A. Neither would be particularly appealing. But if I had to 

choose - I wouldn't make the decision . I 1 d leave it entirely 

to him. It would be immaterial. It ,lOuld simp ly be the 

best out of a bad lot . 

Q. Hhat about a Genti Ie girl of your mID socio-economic 

class and a girl that you regarded as a nice girl, and a Jewish 

girl from lower-class parents? 

A. I think the nicer Gentile girl . 

Q. In other ,lOrds class, in this case, would be the determining 

factor? 
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A. Possibly ... 

Q. You have said that you regard yourself and your friends 

as being upper-class Jews. Do you ever feel embarrassed 

about the behaviour of other Jews when you are with your 

upper-class Jewish friends? 

A. Taking one of my mother's friends as an example, she 

speaks with an accent and looks very Jewish - I think I would 

be embarrassed with my high-class friends because we count 

ourselves as Jews "'ho have outgrown this foreigness of 

being Jews. We want to be associated with each other as 

South Africans and not as Jews. We want to be accepted by 

non-Jews as South Africans and not only as Jm"s ... 

Q. "''hat. do you feel is more desirable - that the Jews as 

a group should assimilate or that they should survive? 

A. I have very mixed feelings - at times I feel that assi­

milation 'would eliminate a lot of problems in life for 

Jews and non-Jews and everybody concerned, and on the other 

hand I fee·l so secure in being a Jew and proud of the survival 

of the Jews that I feel it would be a great pity if 

centuries from now there would be nothing left of them. 

Q. You said that you felt secure in bei.ng Jewish. 

you feel this way? 

Why do 

A. Because it is such a closely-knit group, and you 've go t 

this great big family to tu.rn to. You have the State of 

Israel to tUl~ to in times of need. If anything happens ln 

South Africa, Israel ",ould be the first place I would run to, 

and the only place that would accept me with only a suitcas'O 

in my hand, and see to my lifel f are . It is a very great 

feeling of security. If I went to England, would they be 

interested in me? Perhaps also it is just belonging to a 
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8 
group which makes one feel secure ... 

The interview quoted above illustrates the pattern of social relationships 

of a particular Jewish woman, as well as an explanation of that pattErn, as she 

herself secs it. Furthermore, the interview illustrates the inconsistencies 

in attitudes and behaviour, and the ambivalence associated with these 

inconsistencies. Since this particular interview was selected because it 

corresponds so closely with the patterns that the sample, as a whole, has 

exhibited, a sunur.ary of some of the main points might be useful: 

(a) Apart from the observance of some Je"ish traditional customs and 

rituals (although the informant was not especially religious), her Jewishues s 

was marked by the fact that "ninety-nine percent of my friends are Jews". 

(b) Although· she went to schools, has ah,ays lived in suburbs, and has attended 

a university, in which there were many Jews, there Has no lack of opportuni.ty to 

meet non-Je~.,s . However, only as a child did she have non-Jewish friends, 

while she has never had more than a very f ew non-Jewish acquaintances. 

(c) She has no particular desire to meet more non-Jews. Non-Jews have 

different values (e.g. relating to family and children)9, different behaviour 

(e.g. "they are a drinking crowd"), different interests (implied, rather th an 

stated) and, in any case, do not especially care for Je"s (e. g. "They also 

seemed to regard us as an exterior circle of frien9.sl:, "We want to be accepted 

by non-Jc",s as South Africans and not only as Jews"). 

(d) Attitude s to non-Je",s are largely stereotypical. The informant did not 

really kno", any non-Je"s well, nor were there any ,,·ith ,,,hom she shared any 

significant common interest. . This was partly because nei ther she, nor the 

non-Jews she had met, had made any effort to get together socially, and partly 

8. The informant was a young married \owman of about thirty, living in an 
upper middle class sub'.Hb, Savoy Estate, in the north-·eastern part of Johannesburg . 

9. Values and other cultural differences between Jews and non-Je",s are 
discussed in thc fo110'"ing Chapter. 
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· because the voluntary associations to which she belonged were Jewish or had a 

predominantly Jewish membership. 

(e) Probably the most crucial factors affecting her relations with Je"s and 

non-Jews are the result of the value she places on the existence and survival of 

the Jewish community: she feels a strong sense of security an·d belonging; she 

feared, before her marriage, the pass ibi li ty of consequences of emotional 

involvement "ith a non-Jewish boy; and shf'. feels strongly ·that it "w;) uld be a 

- - 10 
great pity if centuries from nm, there "auld be nothing left of Ithe Jew~j". 

(f) Nevertheless, there are significant inconsistencies which emerge from the 

(i) She avoided dating non-Jewish boys because she felt it "as possible 

to become involved. In one case, 1n particular , the fear was strong because 

they h ad so much in common. 

(ii) Although almost all her friends and acquaintances are Jewish, there is 

nothing 'Jewish' in their rela tionshipsll "We want to be associ a ted with 

each .other as South Africans and not as Je,ls . He want to be accepted by 

non-Jews as South Africans and not only as Je"s". Furthermore, she is 

embarrassed by 'Jewish Jews', since she and her friends have "outgrown this 

foreignne.ss of being Jews ". 

(iii) The informant was afraid of getting involved with a non-Jewish boy 

before marriage and is clearly not enthusiastic about the possibility of her SDn 

marrying out of the faith. However, she would prefer "a nice Get:tile girl" 

with a si.milar socio-economic background to a lower-class, or (in Israel.) a 

coloured, Jewish girl. But, as she points out, it is not a situation she would 

like to face. 

10. Various aspects of Jewish survival are discussed in Chapter Ten. 

11. Their activities and conversation are not Jewish in content 0, fo= . 
However , as we suggest in the next Chapter, there are distinctive) non-traditionsl 
Jewi sh culture trait.s which can be identified and which are manifested in st.yles 
of speech, dress, gestures, preferred recreational e.ctivities, values and so on . 
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(iv) She has mixed feelings abou t "hether Jews should survive as a group or 

whether they should assimilate. On the one hand assimi lation >]Quld solve many 

problems fo r Jews and non-Je,,·s , on the other she would not like to see the Jews 

disappear . 

Comments (a) to (e) simply draw together material which has already been 

dealt with in previous sections and illustrate how the various char acteristics 

des cribed for a ~hole group might be exhibited by a particular individual. It 

is now intended to pursue point (f) and to examine the extent to which one 

Jew's ambivalence is a reflection of a more general feeling. 

Table 7.15 shows that 56 % of respondents felt that Jews would ge t along 

better if they were not so clannish. It appears then that although (a) Jeus 

prefer to associate both formally and informally "ith other Je.'s, and (h) 

believe that it is important to be affiliated to Je,,,ish communal institutions, 

there is also a feeling that they should not isolate themselves too much as 

thi.s may cause antisemitism. A mO're positive poi.nt of view is r eflected in 

respons es t o the statement about the desirability of joining mixed rather 

than J ewi sh clubs, and in the statement that antisemitism is directed more 

against foreign than agains t South Africanized Je>1s. In the factor analysis 

of attitude scale items, Table 6.4, both, and only, these items loaded signifi­

cantly on Factor VII, ,·,hich might possibly be lab e lled' socio-cultura1 

integration ' . Thus, the res ponses shmm in Table 7.16 indi cate that at leas t 

40% of respondents favour s ome degree of integration with non-Jewish 

South Afric",ns . 



TABLE 7.15 

'--' 
Response 

1--' 

~ Score 

J ews too 
clannish 

L..-. 

Mean = 2.7 

TABLE 7.16 

Response 

Score i 
I -

Join · 
mixed 
club s , 

I Anti -
semi-
t ism 
direc-
ted at 
foreign 
Jews 
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RESPONSE S TO STATEMENT: "THE JEWISH GROUP WOULD GET ALONG A 
LOT BETTER IF HANY JET-iS HERE NOT SO CLANNISH" . PERCENTAGES. 

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Di sagree 

1 2 3 4 5 

11 45 13 27 4 

S.D. = 1.11 

RBSPONSES TO STATEMENTS: "JEWS SHOULD JOIN MIXED CLUBS IN 
P REFERENCE TO JEIHSH ONES", A,"lD "ANTISEMITISM IS DIREC:!,ED 
}lORE AGAINST JEI·/S HITH OBVIOUSJEIHSH HAYS AIm MA..'1NERISMS 

THAN AGAINST THE HORE SOUTH AFRICANIZED JEI';S" . 
PERCENTAGES. 

I ----
Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disag , 

1 2 3 4 5 
-

-~ 5 34 19 l, 

--

2 38 12 38 9 

I 
Mean (mixed clubs) = 3.0 
Mean (foreign J evls) = 3.1 

S.D. = 1. 04 
S.D. = 1.09 

I t is apparent that there are contradictions between attitudes to preferred 

social relationships, identification with Jewish institutions and t he problems of 

J ewish exclusiveness and isolation. 

TUTIling now to action tendencies , and their relation to attitudes, l,.o.7e must 

distinguish between several leve ls of social relationships . At t he most intimate 

level outside the fa'llily, that of close frien ds , neighbours, and professional 
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advisors, there is a clear preference - reflected in behaviour - for confifiing 

relations to fe llow-Jews. Mas t other informal relations - acquaintances, the 

people one. meets at the homes of friends, and so on - 2180 ten.d to reflect the 

feeling of being mOTe at hOI:le among .Iews than among non-Jews. However, vlhere 

the nature of a relationship is limited to specific co~mon i nterests such as 

sport, recreation or occupation, does not involve spouses or famili es , or is 

relatively impersonal (shopkeeper - customer), there is a greater willingness 

to interact v7ith non-Jews. TIlat action tendencies and attitudes correspond to a 

la.rge extent, is demonstratec in Table 7.17 in ,;]hich are presented the results 

of applying the median test to cross··tabul iitions of the Social Relations scale 

by the variab les: close friends, acquaintances, phi lanthropy, hypo the tical 

distribution to charity of R500 and associational participation. It was found 

that, in all cases, those r esponden ts who were least involved with Jews in 

practice, tended, significantly, to identify less posi ti vely on this attitude 

scale. 



TABLE 7.17 

SOCIAL RLLATIO:-lS J.3TITUDE SCALE SCORES 

X BEHp.VIOURAL VARIABLES: HEDIN,! TEST 

, 
~-I VARlABL~S df X" COHMENTS 

-
Close f riends 1 7.91 .01 Respondents with all or most 

close friends J ewi sh 
randomly distributed; those 
~li th equal number or more 
non-Jewish friends have 
significantly lower scores 
on atti tude scale. 

--I 
Acquaintances 1 10.78 .01 · As above 

. 
Contribution to 1 6.71 0" . " Those contributing only or 
Phi l anthropies mostly to Je\lish 

philanthropies have 
significantly higher scores 
on the attitude scale; those 
contributing equally or 
predominantly to non-Jewish 
philanthropies, together \lith 
total non-contributors, have 
significantly lower attitude 

. scale scores 
. 1-. 

Hypothetical 1 39.86 .001 As above 
distribution of 
RSOO 

Associ ational 1 

I 
10.48 .01 Those participating at all I P Ilrti cipation in Jewish or Predominantly 

Jewish associations have 
significantly higher 
attitude scale scores; those 
who participate only in 
associations without a 
predominantly Jewish member-
ship have significantly J L I 
lower attitude scale scores. 

I 

NOTE: (a) Sample .'as .dichot0Clized inco "abova median" and "below median" for atti-
tude scale scores. Dichotomization in terms of behavioural variables Has 
decided upon after testing several possibilities. In all cases , except 
"distribution of RSOO", that reascnable dichotomy which yielded the Im'lest 
chi square valuE. '".Jas adopted. ~n the case of "distribution of F.50QlI, 
dich otomization ~, as De'Cween "all or mostly Jewish charities" and "equa!ly, 
mostly or all to non-Jewish chari ties". vlhen dichotomized into "all, 
mostly or equally Jewish charities" and "al1 or mostly non-Jevlish charities", 
chi square = 27.71,,,<.001. The same comn:ents as are noted in the Table 
still apply, ho,,,,,ver. Dichotomizati.on of other variables was as follows: 
(i) Close friends: "all or mostly Jewish" and "equal, mostly or all non­
J el<ish"; (ii) Acquainta.llces: as for close friends; (iii) Contributions 
to philanthropie s : as f or hypothetical dis tribution; (iv) Associational 
pa"rticipatior:: I!participate in associations with only or predominantly 
JeHish membership" and II participate only in associations vli th a 
predominantly norl-.JeHi:;h mernbershiplf . 
(b)H; gil scores on t he attitude scale indicate a high degree of identification; 
lo-v sc.ores) a 10w degree of identification .. 
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G. Co~clusions 

"'hereas the previous Chapter provided an overview of attitudes relating 

to all the dimensions of Jev7ish identifica'tion) this and the follmving three 

Chapters focus on specific dimensions from various points of view. In the present 

Chapter, the attitudinal ar,d b ehavioural (or action tendency) aspects of social 

relationships were examined. 

The maj or findings of the present Chapter may be summariRed in the words 

of the hypothesis (p.13, above) which they confirm: "given that Jews cluster 

residentially {see Chapters Four and Fiv!:./, it is postulated that they also 

confine their primary, as well as other intimate, mUltiplex relati01lships Tliithin 

th" Jewish group, and that this reflects attitudes t o ;"eferred associations and 

to Je«ish survival. If this is true, then it would also be expected that 

relations with non-Jews would tend to be mora formal, sil;np lex and IGSS intimate 

in character." The evidence is contained in most of the TaJles and discussions 

throughout the Chapter. 

A second hypothesis, that postulating the nature of the relationshi? b~t"een 

atti tudes and behaviour, is not supported by the data. t~i th re gard to pat terns 

of Je"ish social relations, at any rate, it cannot be held that: "Je·",i5h 

identification "auld .•• be manifested primarily in sentiment rather than in 

behavio1.l.!.~) . • • that the-re would be little congruence bet.T.rleen atti lude.s altd beh;.cviour) 

behaviour, ... land that there "auld b~7 a far greater range of variatioa in 

behaviour th ein in atti t'Jdes " (p.13, above). On the contrary, the evidence lS 

that there is a high degree of congruence betl-,een atti tudes and behdviour on this 

d.imension, and that identification is manifested equally in both aspects. There 

appears J if anything, to be a greater variation in the ran~e of at ti tudes than ia 

that of behaviour. 

This pattern of social relationships, t ogether with a g<::Il€.rally ne gat ive 
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attitude towards outmarria'ge (Chapter Ten), is strikingly similar to what Mayer 

(1961, passim) observed among urban Africans in the eastern Cape Province o f 

South Africa. He showed that in t own , conservative Xhosa, the dominant tribal 

cluster, encapsulated themselves IVithin groups comprising kinsmen and neighbours 

from the sarne rura l area. Through these groups, ties with the people at home 

were maintained, and members were insulated from tmmsfolk and their way of life. 

t,.1hat the ccnservativee feared most was that any of their number should "dbscond" -

that is sever his traditional ties and "become l os t" in tOWl'.12. Thus Hayer 

(1961, pp.9, 179) points out that a tribesman becomes a to'rosman, ,,,hen all his 

important socia l ties are within-town rather than extra-town. 

It is suggested that both Johannesburg Jews and eastern Cape Xhosa are 

p~rticular instance s providing confirmatior. for a more general rule enunciated by 

Gordon (1964). ' Writing of assimilation in the United States, he re1!larks (pp.80-8l): 

It ••• entrance of the minority group into the social cliques, clubs, and 

institut ions of the core society at the primary group level lL e. structural 

assimilatioE/ inevitably will l e ad to a substantial a1I!ount of intermarriage .. . 

If marital assimilation, an inevitable by-product of structural 2ssimilaticn, 

takes place fully, the minorl.ty group loses its ethnic identity in the laccger 

hos t or core socie ty, and identificational assimi lation takes place .•. 

to acculturation, all of the other type~ of assir.liiation ~vil1 naturally fo11m-r" 

(emphasis supplied). Thus, the answe r to the question (Chapter Two , p .11), "which 

di!'Jension of identification appears to be the most import ant?" would, at one leve l, 

be: "socia"!. re lat ions". 

-----_._---_._-----
12. Among othE!l" things, joinine a church or marrying a tOm! tvorr.an gener aliy led 

t o this (Mayer 1961,pp.180-l8l and 186-188) . 



- 146 -

CPAPTI:R EIGHT 

THE CULTURAL DIHENSION
l 

A. The Je<'s as a South African sub-·culture 

Describing the Je"ish connnunity of Chicago in the nineteen-t"enties, 

Louis Wirth (1928) identifies several arer.s of Jewish set tlement one of which he 

design~te s 'the ghetto'. What c.haracteriz es the ghetto is not simply that it is 

an area "here .le'.,s have (volm1tariJ.y) congregated , but that it 

!Ji s pre-eminently a cultural c.oIIl.l1uni ty. Into its teewing, 

croHded, narTOl<' strelOts t he main outlines of life of the European 

ghet to and the Russian pale have been transplanted almost in their 

entirety ... 

"No matter from which side one enters this ghe tto, one cannot fail 

to be struck b y the suddenness of the transition. In describing 

the Ne'. York ghetto , one writer h as eaid: ' No walls shut in this 

ghetto, but once Yi"ithin the Je~rish quarte r, one is as conscious of having 

entered a distinct section of the city, as one ~·muld be if the 

pas sage had bee n through massive portals sep :irating this portion of the 

Lo"er East Side f rom the non-Je"ish dis tricts of N"" York' 2 ... 

. _--_._. __ .-

1 . This chapter is based' largely on impres sions, persona l experiences, Ii terC!ry 
insi ghts, and the author's O,~Ttl familiarity ~",.ith Jeus ;\nd thl3ir ".:lay of li fe as a 
participatiu& und committed me mb er of the group. This is because, by its very 
nature, the cu I ture of a group cannot be di re:ctly ascf'r t ai ned by means of t hE: 
type of survey ','hieh p r ovided th", dat a for the present study. At best, sueh 
a survey can provide some conceptj on::; 2nd pcr ·.:eptions relating to the culture o f 
a group, as !vell as attitudes t o varinus aspects of this culture . This chapte:r, 
then, i s of fere d by \(':lY of necessary back ground 1:'.8 ue ll as being suggestive of 
possible further line s of more rigorous enquiry . 

2. Quoted by PiTth fro:n Hil t on TI.ei zenstein, IIGenE..ral Aspe cts of the New York 
Ghetto" in Charles S. Bernheit:~ r ) The Russ.13n Je.·: _ in th~ Vni ted St.::tes, 
Philadelphia , 1915. 
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"The synagogue is the> central institution in the "hole cO!lUTIunity. 

It usually has its rabbi, who visits the homes of the members and 

advises them in their domestic and business affairs. LIt also 

generally has a religious school, a circumcisor, and various mutual 

aid societies connected with it! ... (In) the circumscribed world 

of the ghetto, the synagogue has resisted innovation ... Even if the 

synagogue Je", has had contact "ith the secular world he will cling 

to the ri tual if he " ishes to remain wi thin the community •• . 

It is this sentimental attachment to traditions and sacred values 

that makes the control on the part of the synagogue over the lives of 

the individuals so binding and so absolute . . . 

"It is these fo=s, too, that have given rise to some of the mos t 

picturesque ghetto types . The Chassidic Jew with flowing beard 

and long . side-locks and his long black coat is still seen occasionally ' 

in the ghet t o street s . At funerals ons may "atch an old lady 

Lthe F"tchell'udeae, as she is called7 collecting alms in her 

handkcr-ehief from the mourners and bystanders ... there is to be 

found the ubiquitous Kleikodeshnik, or professional pious individuaL .. 

And there is the Schonerjtid, or idle, learned individual, and the 

Zaddik ' . "hose virtue is held up as a model to the young, and the 

Gott~kos sak , "hose task it is to supervise the conduct of the comm\Onity, 

much "gains:: the members' olm will. These and other types flourish 

in the ghetto because of the emphasis put on form, because they are 

tolerated and developed by the sentiments and practices of old. 

liThe orthodox conununi ty resents and react ::: violently to a:::1Y attempt 

to alter or to mock these f orms, for they constitute the very fabric 

of its social life ... 
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" The description of the ghetto "ould be incompiete "ithout mention 

of the great number of other characteristi c i01sti tutions that give it 

its own peculiar atmosphere and mark it as a distinct culture area. 

Among them are the Kosher butcher shope, "here fresh meats and a 

variety of sausages are a speciality, and t.;rhere, besides the butcher, 

there is to be found a speeial functionary, the shochet, who ki lls 

fresh poultry to order, mumb ling a 'praye r as he cuts the throat of 

each chicken, duck or goose with his chalef (ritually approved butcher-

kni fe ) . There is the basement fish store to gratify the tastes of 

th e connoisseur 'hlith a variety of herrings, pike, and carp, which 

Jewish housewives purchase on Thursday in order to serve the famous 

na t ional dish of gefullte fish
3 

at the sumptuOl!S Friday evening meal. 

On the side"alks in front of butcher shops and fish stores throughout 

the ghetto , especially on Thursdays and Fridays, there sits the 

bet'led and bearded horse-radish grinder . Often he turns out to be a 

r eligious teacher or talmudical scholar from the Old World , who, on 

account of his years, finds other avenues of ~laking a living closed. 

There are the Kosher bake-shops I?ith rye-bread, poppy-seed bread, 

and pumpernickel daily, and a kind of doughnut knmm as beigel for 

Shabboth. And finally there is the bath-house, which contains 

fa cilities for Turkish and Russian, plain and facey, baths, besides 

being the modern counferpart of the ritual bat h, or mikveh, "hich 

is patronized by women at certain prescribed occasions . The Russian 

and Turkish bath serves the ghetto a.s a hotel, since it is the custom to 

stay overni ght, and since there a ' .. e no hotels in the ghetto. 

" The ghetto has its Ol?ll theater, "here plays of the Russian dramatists 

al'e given in Yiddish, and where Sholom Asch and Peretz Ilirschbein aDp2ar 

in the rc pcrtoil:e side by side, ylith tr<:I!slat:;'ons frGm Shakespeare , Ib3en, 

ShR~v and risque Broaduay comedies . . . 

5. Geflillte or hefl}lt.,:_ f :i.sl.: rrd.nceu fish flavoured 'i°!ith h~ rhs and Rpic~s 
eitherpacked aroi.lnd the bone and stuffed il11':O the skin, or simply made into 
0211s, and boiled. 
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" Native to the ghetto are also the basement and second-hand 

bookstores, ~afes, and restaurants where the intellectuals hold 

forth on the latest developnlents in Zionism, socialism,philosophy, 

art, and politics, Hhile they playa game of chess or pinochle .• . 

" The ghetto is a closed communj ty, p0rpetuating itself and renev?ing 

i tself ~oJ'i th a minimum of infusion and influences from "'li thout, 

biulogically as ~·!ell as c'.l lturally . It is almost as completely 

cut off from the Horld as · if it ONere still surrounded by a wall 

and it s inhabitants \·Iere still locked nightly behind ghetto gates". 

(Hirth op.cit., pp. 201-226). 

In his study of the Chicago ghetto, Hirth 'ms dealing "ith a relatively 

closed and homogeneous society, in which change ,,,as slow anti imperceptible, aud 

eus toms, ceremonies) artefacts, techniques, habi ts and beliefs were universally 

accepted and shared . Like the anthropologist studying a 'primitive' society, 

Wirth coul d describe i'airly precisely the culture of the ghetto and its 

systematic interrelationships. On the other hand, the study of Johannesburg 

JeHs raises problems akin to those of the anthropologist Horking in , say, an 

urban tCt.1DShip 1TI Africa or a suburban cOllUiluni ty ~n the Uni ted States. 

Here he CLn no longer assume homogeneity and he Hould be hard-put to speak about 

the oulture of the p eople he is s tudying. Here the individual may have a wiele 

r .:lngc of cultu·(al a"!.ternativQs from which t o choos e in tiny given situat).on, 

while many or even most of these choice s may have little to do ""ith ethnicity or 

class or nei ghbourhood or any other such criterion of grouping. 

therefo re~ cc ·rt c.in cultur.:tl traits may be as sociated \.;rith part i cular groups 

thcse do Eot nccessari l y fOIW a corr.plete cultural system nor do individual 

.embe"CS of the group r.cc8ssarily e xhibit them in their behaviour. 

There hL!.S not been a ghe t t o in the sense of a spatially, socially and 

cul turally isolated corrnnunity in Johanne s hurg for any real length of tima. 

Writi.ne abou': Jec.lsh li:ie at t he turn of t he c ;~n ttr!.'y, \\lhc n the: city it,301f: had 
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existed for little mor'" than a dec<lde, Bernard Sachs (n.d., pp. 40-41) COli<nents: 

"First attempts at a coherent communal life in the cities that were 

rapidly springing up with the discovery of gold and diamonds had much 

of the ghetto stamp about them. 

"Take Cummissioner Street, one of the leading arteries through 

FerreirastOl'll .LJohannesbur~7. I·That is it that gave Commissioner 

Street its special character at the turn of the century? It was the 

cafes and penny drinkshops and kosher restaurants, through which moved 

by day and night a colourful pageant made up of the denizens Df the 

underworld and' alte Afrikaners' /old Africa h2nds/. Day and night, and 

SU!l1ner and winter, these 'a1 te Afrikaners' would "hi Ie away their hO'Jrs 

pl aying casino, klaberjas and dominoes". 

However Sa chs goes on to say (ibid. pp. 4lff.) that the .Ie,",s had come to South 

Africa to escape the poverty and discrimination of Eu:::ope and that they soon 

learned that with hard work they could prosper. Unlike the inhabit2nts of the 

Chicago ghetto , these Jews spread into all sectors of the economy from mining 

itself to industry and commerce, making a substantial contrib"tl.on to the 

deve lopment of the ci ty. Even this first gener2tion of im"~ grants soon 

spread beyond the areas of original settlement, "'hile the wealthier amO<lg them 

sent thei r sons to university "where they qualified e.s doctors ' and la,.,yers, and 

Jews soon gained a dominatir<g position in both the medical and legal profes sions" 

(ibid., pp. 39-40). 

point: 

Novelist Arthur Markowitz (1959, pp. 23-25) makes the same 

liThe immigrants from Eastern Europe who had ~ome to Johannesburg 

in its early days had almost all travelled from tbe slum districts at 

the t wo sources of Market Street to the select northern suburbB of the 

ci ty. On their arrival they had congregated in Ho.rshalls town and Fordsburg, 

in Doornfontein and .Ieppe, ,,'here they formed replicas of the communi ti es 

from which they had sprung; sel f-contained grollps, transplante d almost 

l;ithout change from their native villages. 
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'!Here, while gathering \.;ealth elsewhere, they carried on with their 

old-accustomed mode of liie. P£re they formed their congregations 

and helping hand societies, built their orphanages and aged homes and 

ri tual baths. Here, too, they erected their orthodox synagogues 

places of worship, social centres and stock exchanges rolled into one -

where they foregathered to rejoice at their gains and to lament their 

losses, to discuss their affairs and to pray to their God ... 

"The newcomers did business with the Christians and the heathens but 

preferred to live among their Q'r:lIl kind. They did not want to spread 

out among the Genti les or to mingle with alien Jews, .Lfrom Britain and 

Gerf:lany...! with those anglicised, .. esternised Jews who had lost their 

intimacy \'7ith their Maker . . . 

"Ifuy, then, desert the s elf-made ghetto, the p lace where you fee I at 

home, v7here yell can treat God as your pal, and go to live among people 

who make you feel uncomfortable? 

"Why indeed? Because of the .. omen, God bless them,the women of Israel, 

the migrants among migrants, the forerunners, the pioneers without 

sitzfleisch .Lthe ability to sit still!, the precursors, the 

voortrekkers par excellence, the eternal movers-on. When the men 

brought over their wives the exodus began ... 

"And the motive? It has rot changed since the days of Genesis. 

The serpent of envy, of covetousness, of social ambition, is ever at 

her side, dangling the apple before her: 'The day ye eat thereof, 

then your eyes shall be opened and ye shall be as gods', 

"The fig leaf has been succeeded by the fur coat. To cover her 

nakedness 'naked he Hants me to go abo1J.t I, she still says when he 

atterr~ts to curb her extravagance she drives Adam on relentlessly, 

she urgoes the descendants of Abr8.ham, Isaac e.nd Jacob from effort to 

4 
effort, froTa country to country, from Doornfontein to Houghton." 

4. The reference to the ~ole of women in Jewish mobility is interesting blOt, in 
the present cor:.text, bes ide the point. It is the fact of mobility itself 



152 -

Johannesburg Jews> then, had never encapsulated themselves in a ghetto in 

the manner of their co""religionists in Chicago" The immigrants the!ltselv0s, 

th rough parti cipation in the economy of the ci ty, came into contact '"i th, 

learnt the languages of> and had to adjust to the non-JeHs a.'1long ,.;110m they 

lived. From the outaet , their chi ldren attende.d secular scbools which dreH 

them even further i.nto the culture of the Hi.der socie ty . At the same t ime , 

however, t he immigrants preserved many of the traditions and ctlstoms they had 

brought ",ith them from Eastern Europe, transmitting the.m to their children and 

grand-children both through example at home and through the system of re.ligious 

afternoon schools the cheder or talmud torah. Thus while He cannot speak 

of I a Jewi sh culture' in Johannesburg insofar as the term might imply a 

relatively high degree of homogeneity ~.nd might provide the definition of 

differences between Jew and non-Jet." there are unque.stionably certain cul t ur al 

traits which have come to be associated wi th the Jev,rs. In the present study 

this is ' reflected in the preliminary int e rvie\"8) in responses to the questionnaire, 

and in the conunents by interviewers (,,"ho were also J eHi.sh) on reEpondents" 

This is illustrated in the follm<1ing int erviciv! 

Q. In what ways do Jews differ from non-Jel>s? 

A. JeHish parents are mor.e devoted to their children. They have 

more \JaIl!lth." The t jpical JeHi.sh Itother is loving, s~.crificing. 

Also, Jewish functi ons are ~l7ell-c atered: 

but they don 't 'wrry abou t food. 

I 'm not as relaxed in noa-Je-:'.'ish company. 

non-Jells drink a l ot 

I rernal.n aware whether 

they are JeHish or not. I feel a bond Hith rGy Jev:ir.h colleagues. 

']hen I t hink of a non-Jewish girl it conjures up t he. idea of 

emoticP"Ui l limitati on l c:.ck of ~\laITi1th as ag..J.ins t 'i:1armth. 

J£'i'lS thir.k along si:~i lar tracl~S . In child-rearing attitudes, Jews 

plece the child's interests before their Oft7n. They are also more 

permissive!, \\~herc Q.s Afrikaner, English and G2.nnan parents are 

suppressi \1(;- . 

Yet ,'hen I think Doout it , I haVe no mo~c in C0111P.10U with a feIloy1"­

JE''ii,l than I hc.ve uilh a p~ofC!5sional col1 c: c~g1Je. 
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Q. l<1lat are all the things that dis tinguish you from a nor.-Jew? 

A. I can only ans"\ver this in -religi ous tenns. Therefore, since I'm 

not religious, I can't answer it in my Q1;17n case. A Jew who 

doesn T t obsen"e r e ligious customs is not different from anon-Jew. 

Gentiles drink ~ore . With Jews I can share expressions, jokes, 

ane'cdotes about Je,,'s on a. non-threat: basis, and food not 

5 
dietary laws but things like kis,h_ke, krep la.eh, kuge1o.. 

The full range of chara cteristics mentioned 'by respondents is presented 

1n Table 8.1 In surrnnary , J 2 \17S '\vere said to share a common background, 

tradition and religion; they are more materialistic, alnbi tious, showy and 

. aggressive; they are similar in appearance, dress in the latest fashions, ar.d 

exhibit si,oilar s peech patterns and mannerisms; and they have a high moral 

code and tend to be ccmpassionate, emotional, \·)'C:lrrn and tolerant. To . these 

character i stics may be added the observations and, perhaps more significantly) 

the stereotypes cf inte:rviewers. Asked to ass~ss the material culture of 

the household (insufar as this could be obs2rve.d during the intervie,,') and 

the appearance and ma".r.er of the respondent in terms of their Jel<ishness, the 

fo11 m ing are some of thei r ccmments: 

6 
IlTher2 Has a !i1ezuzah on the front daor. 

On setting foot inside, I was aware of the a tmosphe re I've come to 

associate .\vith a re2.l1y Jewish heme. There '",'ere c.s.ndlesticks 7 displayed , 

photo g,'aphs of child;:en and grandchi Idren conspi cuously arranged. 

5 . Kir.hke intest ine with stlvoury breadcru~lh s tuf fi ng; krepl ach 
like rC'lvioli) but almost invari.J.b ly e~~t C:i1 ,in soup; ~_U2:t;1_ Pc1 dding '\'lhich IS 
ort.e.n ea t e.n as p.:J.rt of the main cotn:sc~ ra t her than as .:::.. desert . 

6. The m~ 2u7. ah is a sn~;.:.Ll ulct al, \loodc n or plastic ~hi.jl about 21 - 3 inches 10Iig 
[inc] ahol~t-l74-i nch dimn_' t.er (t:!12 Si.?B n:iy vary), o£tC!l emhellisr..Ad Hith decorativ2 
r.'otifs par:: of Hl,j ell is alHHYs the EebrcH ~\-ord Shndd::ti (on(~ of t'he nanes of God ). 
Inside the phi;)l i s a piece of rolled parchment on -~hIch are h.sndl'n:ittcn sevcr,:1J. 
pas sag(>s fron tbe bible . The 1!.ezu'lc!h is attached to the r.i 6ht-hand dO(irTJo~t of 
eve-:y doer in the house about t;o .. ·thir'ds nay up. The r.lezez2.h ful.f.ils the l:iblical 
injunction: I! And thou sh..-1:. t 'I-l]-i te th21 .. .LGod T 3 CO[Thlt :::m(h::;:nt~J-u'lJon th p. doorpos!:s of 
thy hout"e ~nd -..~p()n thy g,-.t'ns !l (I\!ut. VI , 9). 
7. C <l!)d:t:~:tick3 fa:: Se.b~"'a t b t1'!rl festival c':-:l1c1i0s rn'2_A. cor-:r:~G il sight ~ n ,~C',\li~:.l .- ;'1P/ 
c.er tainl:; in o~t"hO (: (l}~ - h e C $. Th e y .::tre often T" .1.s s cd lrOl.l 1 .• oth0 Y' o r CTHnQ':'l·,otrL c. !~ 1'.:0 

(~ i1;.l :?,hU~~: or 1:Y.'~ll · ~~U;li , (',h:· c t . 
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8 Old Russian ornaments were noticed, a menorah and some rabbinical 

pictures were also displayed. The respondent was a quiet well-

spoken neatly-dressed woman, conscious of her hair and appearance 

but there were no outstanding Jewish traits about her. Although 

she was strictly kosher9 she admitted to a deficient understanding 

of what Judaism really meant to her". 

"There was nothing in the observab Ie material culture to identify it 

as a Jewish household. 

The respondent doe s n,ot appear Jewish. She is a tall, well-built 

young woman with blue eyes and light red hair. She did not care 

very much about her lack of observance of Jewish customs and 

showed none of the guilt that some other respondents exhibited". 

"Not a particularly Jewish home with re gard to candlesticks, etc. 

But with regard to other ornaments, it was very similar to the other 

Jewish home s I visited in Cyrildene. 

The respondent was a 'foreign' Jew, used many Yiddish phrases and 

his English was accented". 

"There was a mezuzah on the door but no other material manifestations 

of Judai sm. The respondent was like many other Jewish boys of his 

age (18-24) in speech (very poor usage of language), accent 

(distinctly South African but not Afrikaans), dress (dressed in latest 

fashion clothes), looks (dark hair, prominent features)". 

8. The menorah is an eight-branched candelabra used for the eight nights of 
the Channuka fes ti val. 

9. That is, she observed the dietary laws strictly i n her home. 
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From their comments) it '\vould seem that inte.rviev7E:YS applied cert2.in criteria, 

more or less clearly defined, in deciding whether a home or an individual 

possessed Jewish characteristics. In both eases, it seems that the decision 

tvas made in terms DE the general gestalt of the situation, as ,veIl as on the 

basis of specifi.c traits. 

It must be elr.phas izcd, houe.ver, t hat no individual Jew is likely to 

exhibit all the tr.s.its rr:.entioned, that some eyllibit none, and that many 

as "e shall. discuss presently exhibit certain traits in response to 

specific situations. Thus intervie.wers found that they \.;rere unable to identify 

readily as Jews a large proportion of respondents, ",hile some respondents, after 

listing wh at they regarded as being Jewish characteristics, went on to say 

that, despite these, Jews did not !eally differ from non-Jews. It was interesting, 

too, that ma:lY r espondents did not feel that they themselves resembled other 

J",, 's or differed from non-Je>ls (loble 8 . 2). The fol10\,ying texts are illustrative: 

111'here is nothing particularly Je\vish about my circle of friends 

except that they're born JeHs. Because mos tly they aren t t re ligiouc 

at all". 

Q. When you think of Je>7s as a group, do you think of them 

as people having the characteristics you have described? 

A. Yes and no. Yes to the extent that I know many Je.WS 'i.,rho 

behave that ~vay) and no to the extent that I knmv just 

&s many non-Je'\']s vlho be.have in a similar vl ay. 

"Je1:·;rs differ from non--Jel:vs in drf~ss, appcaranc;J, mar..ner. and attitude 

to<"ards each other. Ah.;oays see.m smarter than o thers more flashy. 

Th::', one.s I have :::ome into contact '\vi.1:h in Johanne.sburg are quite aGgl:e. ~SlVe.. 

I don't see any "''fay i n Y7hic.h I personally d.iffer from nGn-..Je~rs':. 

" 
! • 
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TABLE 8. 1 

FREQUENCJ OF RESpmlSES TO THE 0UESTION: "IN ImAT I,AYS, 

IWULD YOU SAY, DO JOHlI .. "lliESBURG JEI'IS RESEl'1BLE OKE ANOTHER 

A.'.;o DIFFER FRON NON-JE\,S?" 

(ARRA.J><GED n: DECREASING ORl)ER OF F:u:qUENC'O 

RESPONSE FREQUENCY [EVALUA~ 
~==~~=======================~.== ==~=============-===---

J CI-1" stick together; help each 
other; unite in times of 

+ 0 - 76 

I trouhle; tend to be clannish . t- J eu" ~'esemble ench other in their -·---If-----o------t-- ---4-6 

way of t nlking, ge sturing and 
other mannC! ris ;;ls , .3.nd dress alike. 

~--------------------------~---------+--------------I 

I Jel,'s h,.v" a di.fferent religion. o 38 

~~.~: ~;~: ~o~~~!,~~~nt ou-t-lO-O-k-o-n-----lI- 0 

r Je,.;-;-ar;-:'ore ostentatious, pu~hy , i 0 -

37 

37 

JeHs place great value on family I + 1 
life anil treat "'ives and children 
well. . 

36 

- --- ---- ------
Jews don't resenIDl c each other* o 34 

JeHs h ".ve higher morals, are loyal, II ·--·--;·--·-+-----3-4----------
CO;LJp o.ssi onate, and other positive Ii, 
person al i ty traits. 

-J-,,-,'-s - a~-';-~on-c-e-r-n-e-d-' -"-b-o-u-t-m-a--i-n-t-a-i-n-i-n-;-t- 0 

their identity . 5 II 
----------------

Jev s r c s ('mble each other physi cally 
(in .::rppe arA.nce). 

o 

I 
, __ J_,,_,_?s. __ a_T_c_v_e_r_. y __ m_a_t .. e_r_. 1_' _a_l_i_s_t_i_' C_Q_"'_'_d_mone

y-+---; ___ _ ,_ cons cious. _ 

Jel,'s h ave a simi l a r background and II 0 
t.radi tioe s . 
- ---------------

The olde r generation of Jeus Here 
foreirn and h.::d distinctive 
manI1 Cri S1D.5 , but these differences are 
disa .pn. aring . 

o 

, 
I 

----I 
32 

I 
-~l-----------I 

I -- 2~------1 

29 

--------
29 

-J-·-e-~\l~· are more charitable in genera l + 2~-------'--i 
(or, to other members of their I 
cO!;\.1Illll i t y ) than non-Je.I·'s. I 

------------------- ---_ .. ----+-_.-- -_._---_ .. 
_ _ J_e_,,:s _a_I_e_,,_a_r_:1ll __ ,_s_e_.n_"t_' l_· m_ue_n t al_~_f_l~~C:d ,.y_. _ _ __ . _ _ .~ __ .. _l __ __ ~~ 

_____ .1 

. , 
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TABLE S.l (cont.) 

,---------------------- -------- - -------, 

L RESPONSE I EVALUATION I FREQum:Cy 

========================c.==~====--======T~-=-~===·==-=-======I 

Jews are better in business than 
non-Je,']s, and like business. 

o 

r-----------.----.--~r_--.----+ 

J ews aim fo r higher living standards 
than n on--Je'IS. 

o + 

20 

19 

----------------·H------t------·-------! 
Host J~ws are Healthy '!nd belong I 0 18 
to the uppeJ: classes. 

r_---------- ------I - ------- ------------
J e~"s are ve ry eonce rned 
status (keeping up ~·!ith 

i8 about socia_l_ 1 
Jones's). 

r-----------.- - --.------- ---------+ -
Jews value education more and are + L 11 I 
better educated than non-Jews. I 
J-e-,,-' s'-a-r-·-e-n'-.o-r-e-a---JJl-.-b-i-t-i-o-u-s--~-h-a-n'-n-o-n-------1+-----;-+----1 '--10- ---------

J e~]s '--____________ _______ ·_-+1 _ _____ _ _ ..L ___ _ 

J ews are dlshonest, and other JI - I 9 

, n".""" ,mmH., "ai u. . t~-~-----~---_______ _ 
re's are more liberal pOliticallY~_" = _____ 6 ___ :==== 

r 'fOTAL NO-.--- RESi'm:s£s I ---64~ - --·----i 
r~~~:r. NO. RESPONDEllTS ___ ~83 --I 
NOTE: ( a) "Eval uation ll refers to the value placed on the charact eristic 

by respondents. The f'.ign + indi.cates pesi ti ve value; 
o indic ates no value , both positive and neL~3.tive, or 
neither positive nor negative; indicates negative value. 

(h ) ;, of the 34- respondents wh o said that Jews did not rese.rnble 
each other , 14 qU 31ifi t-;d the statement with an e:-'.:ception 
( 0 .. g . 4 •• apart from appear-ance; . 4' bu t are n,ore char itable). 

l 
! 



TAllLE 8.2 

FREQUEN CY OF RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION: 

"IN WHAT HAYS HOULD YOU SAY THAT YOU 

RESEMBLE OTHER J EHS AND DIFFER FROM NON-JEIO]S?" 

1-- RESPONSE 

I==========================~==~ II FREQUENCY 

Resemble other Jet'Js: 

Looks like other Jel"s 
-----------.-----------------------------------~-

Feels Jewish, born and bred Jel" , different b ac:kground 
fr om non-Jel,s, will alv,ays be a Jew 

Try to ke e p up customs , tradition) . religion 

34 

84 

-I 

l 
t 

I 
I 
I 
I 

------------.------------- ·--------11----·------·-
Assoc{ ,:J. te wi th Jev7S 

I-------------·------------------------~+---------

-------_._--

Interested ~n Israel 
---:-_.--- .----------.---------. -----_.-

Value family life 
I----------------------------------·------~i-------------' 

Similar outlook I 22 I 
r-----.------.-----.---------------------.H----------I 

Similar ",ay of life 31 

Miscellaneous - posi ti ve 20 I 
1-----------------------------------~----------·-1 

Politically liberal 9 ' 

Ambitious .- '-----'6----1 
-------·--------·------·------·-1+---------·1 

_D_i_f,feT. from ether Je .. ?s: I. 
DOCt't resemble other Jews at all/don't differ from non- ?6 J' 
J ",, ;s at all -

--D-o-n·-'-t-d-i·-f-f-e-. -;:--f-··~-·-o·"'-.. -~-o-n---J-e-,-'s-, -b-u-r-d-o-r--e-g-e-m-b-l-e-.--, e·-.w-s-, -o·,,-.-----Hr-·- - 27 -.---- '\ 

id'.!l1tify Hi th .Je\;:-, l.n various ,,;,fays 

--U-on-'-t-. -s-h-ar~-v-a-r·-l.-o-u-S·-b·-"--<!.-c-h·-a-r-a-c-t-~· ~~-sr-·i.cs-o-f-· -o-t-h-e-. r-J-e·~·-.,-s ---.-- - - II, ~ I 

-- ---~-==--=: I Don't know in t.;that ways I rest2i]hle othe.r JC";\TS 

=====---=--=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=========--'::':===-_::::---'-
TOTAL 1:0. RESPO,l SES 459 1 , 

1-----.. _---_·_-
I TO TAL:<10. RESPOllDENT5 

I 
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In concluding this discussion, we might note that Jel.ish cultural 

characteristics derive from t wo source.s: the traditions in which the immigrants 

'1' d 10 '1' , A - , from Eastern Europe vJere SOC~2. l ze, and. Eng lsh-spe aklng South t~lcan 

culture to which they and more especially subsequent generations 

became acculturated. Thus the community has, for the most part, its ir(nnediate 

origins in Eas tern Europe; it has its own languages (though used by few) 

Yiddish and Hebrew; it has a long history telling a story of its mm glory and 

sufferi~g, with its own culture heroes, linking it to other Jewish co~~unities 

in other countries; it has its own cultural heritage and traditions; and 

it has its OIm religion, At the same time, in the p ro cess of adjustment to 

South Africa and its conditions of living, and as a result of the foreigneE:s 

of the original innnigrants as well as a subsequent tendency towards a. degree of 

social isolation, Jews have developed certain variations of English-speaking 

. culture, Thus, English is frequently spoken in a t.one and vlith syntactical 

't"ists' Hhich derive from Yiddish (thcmgh relatively fell Jeps noo< speak this 

langu'age); an extreme form of South African English dialect, norEally characteristic 

, f - , h 11' '1 1 11 of Im:;er-clas's \vh1tes, 1S a .eature ot Jewl.s speech at a SOClo-eccnonnc eve .. s ; 

10. A non-Jewish colleague, of Eastern European 'orl glll, commented during t~c 
course of discussion, that much of what is popularly regarded in ,South Afric a as 
being typically Jev:rish - for exau:ple, eatin g hab its - is, in fact, EHstern 
Europe an, Thus, he says that he feels very mt;ch at home visi ting ,>Ii th Jews who 
had emigrated from those countries. 

11. In a personal C(~r11lUnication ~ Professor L~l\T. Lanh .?,m, Head of the Depart T!1..';Dt of 
Phone tics and Linguistics at th.e University of the WitHatersrand~ Johannesbu:Lg 
commented that South African-born JeHS had, faT some reason, adopted the IfiOSt extreme 
fa un of SOl<.th African EngJish. Hhc:'u studE.IltS 1;·le:Le asked to identify rec0rdiugs of 
various South f .. fr~_c a r~ English dialects in tenus of socia-economic indices, the one 
adopted by loc.1.1 Je\,;s t'Jas classified as 1m-leY class. Illiti'ally, the dialect Has 
ret Dined because JeToJs ~\Ten:::: appo.rc.ntly una'l;V"nre 01" uncollcc;rne d ~.:rith the implications 
of dL:tlect fo r. soci ~ J class. I vlOuld add the probability tllat for the first. lccal­
born generation t~c iu:port':hlt conside ration i.ras that they spoke H~_ thout an Eastern 
I::uropE'. ~n aCCf'.nt. Lanham pointed out th a t nm .... adays many Je\V'ish par ents ser..d their 
dC!u g~ltcrs to elocution teac.hers to irn::rove their 3.r.c 2nt~ but that frequently certain 
clialeetical ch2racteri~;tics remained uncorrected . He faIt that he cOuld identi fy 
Jct\~ish students now mos tly se. cond--generation l ocal '-born wi th about 60% 
cert.,in::y by their speech patterns alene, 
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the material culture of middle-class Je~l!ish homes is often reminiscent, ~n its 

clatter and bric-a-brac, of a stereotype of lower middleclass lack of taste; 

and there are various other traits which have already been referred to. The 

permutations ex.l,ibi ted by individual Jews are, as we have emphasized throughout, 

subject to vide variation, and it may therefore be liseful to turn once more to 

literary sources for descriptions of some possible types. 

" IMr. Leventhal enteced his shop!. Hi thin these walls and beneath 

this ceiling were arrayed tbe whys and Hherefcres of life's meaning: 

the words, the ideas, the bonks of great men. They seeped through 

him and radiated from him, to find form and substance in his personality. 

In a SCOre of ways they colour2d his destiny "ith the glamour it 

otherwise lacked. They compensated him for his struggle to make ends 

meet, for the endless anxieties he had to endure. lfuenever the threat 

to his peace of mind gathered momentum, they \,ere the source from which 

he derived comfort. 

forever grateful. 

In this he kne",'" himself fortunate, and he ,\;1a8 

"The prop he us ed to bolster up his optimis E! he· found in Hebrai c 

literatuI'e and in the works of Je1,./ish philosophe'cs. In their depths 

he achieved fulfilment. Each time he distilled thei.r secrets, his 

soul unclothed itself and assu.med another guis·c . The Talmud was more 

thll.ll merely the la,Js of his pecplc; . I t ~I!as the unive rse i t self, 

spaccless, infinit~, awe-insP l.ring. In the vis tas it unveiled he found 

a philosophy that changed p,,-i.n i.nto plea.sure, strife intc cO;1cord. The 

'ivisd01il in its pages and thG. Semitic in tis me:: l1t21ity fused to depi ct 

hie yearnings. The more he w"1:rave l1ed, the less Burf2ited he hecD.lue. 

Becaus e there 'i-laS nothing he. absorbed that did !lot bring delight of a 

kind, he 1'~7as happy, with the happinpss cul tivated from 'tvithin ... 

, 
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lilt was nm.; the :r.iddle of the afternoon, a!J.d time was again beginning 

to drag. He hael a tendency ah7ays to be restless of a Friday, oWlng 

to the approach of the Sabbath and to the closing of his doors over 

the week-end. The advent of the Day of Atonew£nt mad a him more 

unsettled than ever. Its sombreness, its solemnity, the epo~hs it 

symbolized, the.se were too spiritual to be criss-crossed with the wordly. 

They turned his Taind to 1Vorship, to prayer, to the unworthiness of self. 

Already the gravity of the fast was creeping in on him, Ulore than 

forty-eight hours be fore its time. Sadness, r~joicing, penitence , 

awe, thanksgiving, Ell mingled freely with one another. Sadness, 

because during the past lV/elva months he had sinned; rejoicing, 

because the day of forgiveness \01.:1$ at hand; penitence, because he 

desired to enter the Nev.~ Year clean'sed of evil; atve, because he was 

about to bo" dowil before his Creator; thanksgiving, because his people, 

alone of all the peoples on earth, had been chosen to £ulfi 1 mankind T s 

destiny. 

"From which it could be seen that his religion was alive and living . 

It stirred on the Sabbath, stirred more on the New YeG'.r, stirred n:ost 

on the Day of Atonement. For then every J ew recalled the greatness 

of the Is r ael that had been, and the greatne ss of the Israel that "' 8.S 

to be". (Segal 1954, pp. 172-3, 228) . 

"Phyllis Bender was "what they called la n1ce Je~vish girl' . She did 

the tr:ings th.,t were done and avol ded the things tha.t >rere not done .. . 

"Nearly ninete en she \\Ias an attractive, vivacious gi r l, dark-eyed with 

even feat.ures tending to fullne .s s 1 unknoYJingly inpudent lips that had 

a soft line al)out th ~.'~l~ and cheekbones j us t sufficiently prominent to 

Give her f ace a dist ·L.1ctive cast . Her. body Has slende r T ..... i th only a 
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suggention o f coming voluptuousness about her bosom, and she had 

narrow hips and stroag, somewhat fleshy legs. 

"After attending a Catholic convent school, as w"s fashionable at that 

time for the daughters of Hell-to-do Johannesburg Jews, Phyllis entered 

the University of the WitHatersrand to take the degree of bache lor of 

arts. Her parents had intended sending her overseas to complete her 

education but the outbreak of '"ar had made them abandon this plan. 

Phyllis had not minded at all. She Has averse to drastic changes and 

quit e satisfi ed , therefore , with the minor widening of accustomed vistas 

"hich accompanied her eleva"ion from the conve!1t in the valley to the 

college on the ridge over it. 

"Phyllis Bender did not harJ<er after academic distinction. She was 

much more intcres ted ill making sure of the conventional happiness for 

which she felt h e rself predes tined by her father ' 5 we alth and her 

mother's examp l.e . What she wanted ultimat ely "as a well-ordered home, 

an undersumding husband, and not too many children so that s h e "ould 

be able t o l ead 2. pleasantly active life of intelligent self-indulgence 

ennob led by communel service. She h ad chosen her studies "i th the s e ends 

in vieVl and h ad de cide d (.tn a course in social science. 

"A grounding in s ocio logy and psycho logy "ould be useful l "te r en 

'vith0Ut bY;;1nding her , meam·!hile , as a blue-s to cki ng ... Hhen it came 

to findiuE, a husband, she kne':l, too fiuc:h education ~,ras almo s t V.rorse 

than no education at all. There wa:; a saying among her friends that 

a girl's popularity "'ith the opposite sex stood in inverse proportion to 

her academic d:i_stinction. The higher her record, the lo"er her chances ... 
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"Without being particularly i nterected. in sport, she pl ayed t ennis 

regular ly, stood a chance of r epresenting Wits at hockey, and 

overcame a slight self-consciousness about her sturdy legs to 

parti cip ate in aquatic competitions. 

"Beci>us e it ,laS also the right thing to do, she joined the university 

cultural circles, Zionist clubs , welfa re bodies, an art appreciation 

group, and a 1eft" wing political society. The latter had always exerted 

a strong attraction on those undergratuates "'ho belonged to the upper 

middle c 1ass"s ..• " (Markowi. t z 1959, pp. 123-125) 

----------. 

"A kuge1 is born t o her lot, a link it'. the chain of evolution . 

She is often plump, (kuge1 is Yiddish for 1> pudding) and essentially 

cuddly. She groHs up, a perfectly tende d specimen in a bed of kuge ls , 

'and at sixteen/seventeen/eighteen years of age l aunche s briefly on he r 

flowering time . Though there are varying genera of kuge ls the 

typi cal kugel, the emancipated k uge 1 (who liv8s in her mm flat), 

the old" r kugel (a pudding still on the pantry s he lf) , the mar ried 

kuge1 (a creature of custom "'ho h asn't broken the habit) and even bagels 

(kuge l s with BAs) these J e<lish girls are ess en tially one spe.::ies e as,' 

to recogni se, and s een bes t under specific conditions . 

Kugel. s come out at'. Saturday nights this i s invariable . 

They nrc instantly re cogniz abl e because what ever is the fashion, they 

are jus t th at touch more f ashionab l e. I f sk irts are tight, the kugc-l 

Ca!l bnrely sit dc-un; if bouffaat, hers l ooks like a rr:eringue ye.t . 

If skirts are shol."t, she is etflb a.rrassing; if the hem d.rops, he rs threat .:o s 

the ank les . Current ly her stock i ngs outdo samples of lincle"ro, hc·r eyes 

are 50 mas cara'd Ehe makes Pula Ne gri l ook PQlar. 

teaSEd high(:s i:, and latest f~ shion dict.ntcs thc?t this confe ction be 
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t opped by a large bow. He r Svleaters follow the current schizophrenia 

bet",een tight and baggy, except that she either l ooks l ike a collapsed 

me t eorological balloon or careful listeners can hear her escor t's 

eyeballs popping, straining to keep from dropping . . • 

"The view north. It is all part of a Great Design . For the kuge 1 

~s no merely hard-working butterfly; she has a specifi c appo i ntment 

in mind t.he ultimate one in front of the chupa (altar). For a 

kugel ~s essentially a girl bent on marriage. The fi. rs t date with 

the boy ,,.ho is better off financially (and in Johannesburg where the 

kuge l attains her greatest perfection Hho li yes further North 

geographically), is followed by the second date f or mo r e so lid appraisal. 

Then follows the Ring (but not until her fingernails are 10llg enough) , 

the envious girl friends, the one family entertai.ning the other with a 

table groaning with enormous p l ates of gehcl<te herring and gefi l lte fish. 

""'hen I grow up ... Comes the wedding. The dress costs R400, the 

wedding R4,OOO . Guest lis ts pay crf many scores, there are feribels 

(grudges ) from the uninvited, and polit e feuds are constructe" as the 

Kugelbaums (the !tugel' s cousins) mutter through smiles: "Hait t i ll 

Harc (or Harry or Blair) has his barmitzvnh. We won It invit0 them .. . '1 

But the kl-,-gel is h2PPY. Her honeymoon i s spent at. a suitably 

overpopulated resort (kugels lose hard tpe habit of being seen), and she 

settles down cosily to being a nice Je<;ish girl in a flat facing north 

or r.et t2r, nmvad 1yS , in a duplex flat facing north . Presently children 

come .:.nd presently a girl is torn, a link in the chain of evolution . 

She too is P1U'TII' ;)l1d is ess cn t:ially cuddly 

1964, pp. 3B-3S) 
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B. Non--traditional culture traits and Jewish identification 

South Africaas who at home speak nothing but English not infrequently feel 

constrained to talk to each other in Afrikaans when they meet at Piccadilly 

Circus ~ While unde. y nonnal circuTllstances the individual T s behaviour is quite 

unconsciousl y cast 1D the idiom of his particular culture, under . certain 

conditions he IDay feel it necessar~y to emphasize certain culture elen~nts in 

order to identify himself. It may be assumed that the ,manifestation of JeHish 

cuI ture traits by 2:.11 individual is, 1n the same "lay, also frequently uncons eious . 

This may apply to the Hay a Jew spe?ks English, to his food preferences or to 

his observance of certain ellS toms. Hcr..,rever J the Jew in Johannesburg is a membel" 

of a minori ty group which, as was found in the previous C.hHpter on A tti tudes, has 

a strong sense of identity and desi"e to survive . In the discussion of religion 

the major source and component of traditional aspects of Jewish culture it 

will be shOlm how for many, perhaps for the majority of, respondents observ&nce 

of the laHs and customs are primarily an expression of Jeuish ide.ntity, and are 

perceived as such. 

It is DOl, suggested that the sam" may well be true. of non-tr?di tional 

aspects of culture including both su!:"viving Eastern Europe.an elements, such 

as Yiddish and food "references, as well as variants of local English-speaking 

culture, Thus while a Jew may eat gefiillte fish because he has eaten and 

enjoyed it since childhood, he may also pe.rceive it as some thing specifically 

Jewish \"hich symbolizes his cormnon identity p.vith other Jews. Or, he may co 10m: 

h ' h ' h h ,. Y'dd' h .. . 12 . ~s speec \\"t~t c al'acterlst~c 1 15 InverSIons or expreSS1.ons qUIte 

automatically, yet be aware that his speech is recognizably Jel<'ish. But we 

would also sugges t that, as Hi th tradi tiDnal elerrents, a J",., may emp loy di alect or 

gestures or aoy other such tr?it to signal his J"·,,ishness to other Jews . This 

12 . An example of ~vord-order i nversion might be~ 'To a person like you, this 
shoul dn;t happen'. Yiddish expreEsi.o -'ls uS6d quite frequently ar.d, probably~ 
uncons cious ly inc.lude, for example; 'Hhat a chazer' (si.-line); I You must be 
meshugge' (mad); lOy vai' (eb , my); 'She's gI"o\~' n Into a bEautiful girl, 
kein eii, harre ' (not t<ltempt t he evil eye ) . 

I 
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may be only parti a lly conscious 1n that he may not exhibit these traits when 

interacting "with non-Je~vs but may more or less automatically svdtch to them t-.rhc.n 

among Jews . Or it may be an entirely delibera.te intention to establish identity. 

Like school children who speak one language to their parents aad aEother to their 

peers, so some Jews switch from good standc;rd English to the more extrefile South 

African dialect when among Jews l.n order to avoid the accusation of 'trying to be 

too English' or simply to avoid being too different. Similarly, there may be 

subtle differences in style of dress depending on whether the company is expected 

to be Jewish or non-Jewish. 

What has bee n s uggested is that all those cultural traits "'hich are regarded 

as being characteristically Jewish \vhether traditional, Ras tern European or 

South African in origin have equal status as symbols of Jewish identity. 

From one point of view, they enable one Jew to recognize another, from another 

point of V1evl they enable one Jew to signal his Jewishne ss to another. 

c. The transmiss i on of Je,,,ish tradi t ional cultu re: 

iden ti fic ation 

Jeuish education and Je~.:T i sl1 

Rappaport (n. d. ,p. 70) points out that through out the his tDry of the synagogue, 

"The associat ion between the school and the SYl1.agogue al"\·:rays remained an intima te 

oneil . This applied both to the custom of studying the Dible or Talmud before 

s e rvices, as vlell 2S to the provi sior~ of a -.cel igi cus education (frequently all 

that \-l as available) for the children of the community. Hence the \oJ idespread 

us e of the word 's hul' (from Schl'l-e, Genn;m, schoo 1) for a place 0f <lorship. 

This relati onsh i p persisted in Sou th Af ri c a and Sachs's (n.d. ) aesc.ription of 

1:he first f"" y e ars of the Fo rdsburg-Nayfni r Hebrew Congregation ;.s quite typical : 

IIIn 189 3, ';,,;'hen J eh.:J.nne sb urg was seven years old t the suburb of 

I"ordsburg \v2.5 be gin'1ir:3 to <1t traet Je\Js in l argGT numbe rs . The r e 

'<l as the fce l irqi D..f1on gn!: them t hat ,,/i thout s ome k i nd of c OITlI!!Unal life, 
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spiritual disintegration "ould soon overwhelm them. The need 

1 M· 13 '" to lave a ~nyan was nmV' occupY1.ng thel.r attelltl.On. And thus 

it was that a number of Fordsburg Jews met at the home of 

Mr . I. Levy on the 20th August, 1893, for the purpose of forming 

a Minyan as a step towards bigger things (p. lll). 

"{By 1896 or 1897/ the Congregation felt it did not have .the necessary 

standing and dignity, without a proper place of worship that it could 

call its o'm . . . As things were developing fast, Mr. Heinberg was appointed 

14 15 Reader and collector ... he was also a mC.n of some education, ior he was 

complimented by the chairman, Mr. Margolilis, not only ' for his 

outstanding effort in recruiting new members but for his instilling 

a knoHledge of the Hebrew l2I1guage in the children of Fordsburg. 

lithe Hebrew language was one of their most precious treasures, as is 

clear from the request made by Mr. Margolins to the baalebatim
l6 

of 

Fordsburg to do everything possible to spread the knm.;ledge of Hebre« 

" among the young . (p. 124- 5) 

13. Minyan 
requi:ced for 
it refers to 

<i quorum 
a religious 
the holding 

of ten men (i.e. males over the age 
ser-vice to be conducted in full. 

of tJyi. r teen) is 
In the present cnntext 

of regular communal prayers . 

14. Reader, cantor, chaz-En t he man who leads the service. His main function 
is to repeat in the traditi onal chant the last se.ntence of the praye r just 
completed aud the first few words of the next one. ~fuil~ any man cen act as 
reader, an established congregation usually employs someone, ~ith a good VOiCE, for 
the posi t io:1.. In South African synagogues, as in the lal:ger and vJ(!& lthier 
Eut"opean ones) t he chazan sings solo pieces oftel.1 assisted by e choir 83 

well as leads the congregation in traditional hymns and chants. 

15. Collector an official , not to be found 
task in this part i cular case appeared to b e the 
raising of iunds for congregational projects. 
raised,as his fee. 

in every congregation, ,,,hose 
recruitme.nt..: of IDf'nIDers and the 
He received a percentage of funds 

16. Baalebatim li terally, householders, but connotin0 men of importancp.. 
In this context it re f.ers to the honorary office rs of the congregation. 
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The primary purpose of this Jewish education was It the transiIli t ting of 

Jewish t radition t o th e younger generation, s o that the youth may become 

acquainted tvith their tradition to learn and ob serve it" (Adar, 1965, p. 2). 

The vehicle of Je"ish education throughout South Afri.::a was the afternoon 

school the cheder (Hebrew -. roo;r.) or talmud torah (He.brew - study of Bible): 

In Fordsburg, again quite typically, Zidel (n.d. ~ p. 228) writes: "It 

was no easy task to bold the interest of a chi ld in chede r after a long day 

at school. In my school days school only finished at 4 p. m. and chede r went 

on till 7 p.m . every day except Friday, and Sunday morning". Also descri bing 

those early day s in Fordsburg , Freed (n.d., p. 243) furth er observes: lithe 

reli gious education we Cheder boys received in those days \.]as of extreme ly 

limi ted ch"racter. It consiste.d, in the main of learning to translate the 

Rebre,., of the Chumash
17 

into the Yiddish vernacular 1 8" . The ~heder , then, 

provided classes after regular govermnent school hours and as such was both a 

burden fo r the student as " el l as creating many problems for the te acher. Frou 

the latter point of v i """ continuity for both t he i ndividua l child and f or the 

class r,..~as cons t e.ntly disrupted by sports, 1 be ing kept in 1 at s choal, visi t s 

t o the dentis t and doctor , and so on . Anoth e r p rot 1em <las that, for many 

years, cheder tea chers "ere often poo rly-qua li fied "hi l e the ir ' f oreigness ' 

created a gar between the.mse.lves and the r apidly-acculturating chi ldren they 

had to teach. For many children the barmitzvGh represente d the end of JC\7ish 

education p 3rtly because there "as li t tJ. 8 incentiviO to continue and partly 

beca'..lse the c.k.mands of secondary school could be us ed as an excuse to discon ti.nue 

the: irk&ome. afternoon classes. Neve r the l i=lss , dc s~ite these dr2~!backs , t.he 

cheder was tte on ly formal educatianal facility for a generation and more of 

South Afric: .. ~n Jeus and throunh it at 1east a rudimentary kllouledge of Hcbre~\T 

( th0\\gh usually little mere than t he abi lity to read and transcrib e ) and of Jewish 

tradit.icns and customs h ave been transmi tted (T.:bles 8 . 3 and 8.4). 

--------------------------
17. Chumash the Pent<!t euch, the five books of Hoses ) Gene.sis to De uteror.omy. 

18 , In Kl !1:," ctledc 1's and some. years later, probably all t l".:.nslati on ",Jas 
into Engli ~; h ro.tl~;r-[han Yiddish . This, nnturally ~ added to the dif f j cul tic ..-~ 
of the Iilt::.i nly Yiddish-spe aking teadu:~rs. 
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There ,,,as, hmY'ever a continuous concern with the quality of Jewish education 

and Adar, 1n a report remarks (1965 , p. 17): 

"Once the' cheders' and 'Talmud Torahs' were set up in South Africa, 

it soon became quite evident that the.y '''ere of sli ght influence, just 

because they ,,,ere 'part-time', not the youngsters' schooling but 

rather a suppl"ment to it. Those who felt concern for Jewish 

education came to realise that Jewish schooling ;oeeded to be given 

pride of place by being integrated with a general humanistic 

education in the morning hours, and as a result the Jewish d.3y school 

moven,ea t came into being. The movement arose subsequent t o the 

h Ol ocaust of European Jewry in World lVar II, and the establi,shment 

of the State of Israel, both events testifying to the need and. the 

possibil i ty of strengthening Je\vish education i!".: order to strengthen 

the Jel,ish individuaL .. The day-s cho01 fos ters uni ty of the man and 

the JeH in the individual's experience; the part-t i me school 

supplementing the regular school fosters a dl!alism and separatenes s". 

(emphas is added). 

The assu;nption expressed by Adar, and widely-held by t he Je",ish communal 

leaderohip, is tha t the d ay school, "i th its progranllile of Jewish education forming 

an inter,ral part of the school c'lrriculum , would ensure a h igher degree of 

Jewish COILOlitm::mt and identifiCAtion than did the cheder . On the basis of this 

assumption, the movem?nt has fOTgcd ahead at an imp ressive pace so that by 1971, 

Johannesburg alone had three such schools, offering the full range of standard2 

4 000 h 'ld 19 to over, c 1 ren . There is good reason, as "ell as the opportunity, 

19. ~ccording to th~ 1960 census (B. of S, 1966b, p. 17) there were 19,109 Jews 
betilC'e n tbe ages 0-14 in the Tr.?ns'.1aal urban areas and 5,603 betveen the ages 15 -19. 
Ass uming an even c1i8t"ribution Y,'it lin each cp.te~ory) there 'tvould be approximately 
15,000 of school-2oin!j nge (bet \; ee .~ 7-18). Since 57 ,806 , or 8070,of the 
total 72 ,209 T~cansva c1 1 J0\15 lived .i.n Joha..T1ri.csbur;::; , ',-:C could esti~atc that th czoe 
",ere 12,00,,) t) chuolgoin~3 children in the city . Of t hene, the S.A. Je\vish 13ot\l~d 

of Education Cave a fi gUT<? in excess of tf,OCO in 1971 for attendance at day schools , 
tolhile the United E~bre\l Schaols claii:led a cheder attendance of abo ut 1,500 
(bo th pt>rsona1 c01,municatio!lP). kn uddit·ion w.1.;S-ut unase:€.rtainable, number or 
ch :i_ ldren received tui tion frow pri \~ate tutors . 
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TABLE 8.3 

STANDARD OF JEIHSH EDl.TCATION IN 1968 SANPLE OF JOHANNESBURG JEWS 

r STANDARD 
II 

I 

OF EDUCATION No. % ~ r-- I 

None ; one or DvO yeHrs as a small child; 136 48 I 

barmi tzvah lessons only -1-----
Until b anni t:;vah o r b atrri tzvah 60 21 --.--- -. 

I About 2 years po st ·-~ armi tzvah 40 14 
1--' 

11at riculation or higher 23 8 
1---

Adult cl asst'.s only 14 5 
. -

Until bannitzv[.h. o r about 2 years pos t- S 2 t- banll:tzvr\ plus adult classes 

~ 
-- - -

~onversion classes 1 

No re5ponse 

tTOTAL 

NOTE 1. 

-
I 3 1 

- II - --"Ct- -_. 
II 283 100 

- . 1 -

Barmitzvah lessons are aime d at prepari.ng the chi.ld to chant 
an equl valent of about e. e!lapte r from the Prophets . This 
invol-Je s teach ing the child to read Hebre'w and t h e special 
illusical symbols. It lU3.y also involve learning anSv7ers 
to a simple test of J e\v i sh knotv ledge. A child k i th no 
previous knouledge can be prep a. r ed in about a ye ar. 

2. Boys are frequently sent to cheder, or ~'Jen day s choo l , unt i l 
they have their barmitzvah at age-IJ or girls until 
batai t2_va_~ at age 12. . 

3 . Hebrew (or, TIlora correctly , .Tellish s tudies) may be talcen 
as a subject fo r mp-tric. as "'ell as at University. 

4 . Prior to the conversion ceremony, an intendi ng conv\~rt must 
leanl to read llebreH and to f ol I O', tha synagogue 
se.rvice, as 'r,.;el l as become fami liar Hith JCl;.;ish religicuB 
beli~fs and ritua ls . 

. I 
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TABLE 8.4 

SOURCE OF JEWISH EDUCATION IN 1968 SAl'lPLE OF JOHANNESBURG JEWS 

I 
SOURCE OF JEWISH EDUCATION No % 

,-_ . 
- . - f-------

Pcimary Jewish Day School only I 25 9 

-
Secondary Jewish Day School I 15 5 

I Cheder (clas ses be fore or a f ter 142 50 
regular school) 

Private Tutor 32 II 1 
J r--' L I 

Parents 9 3 I 
I 

-

None 56 20 

- -
Converts 4 I 

c-- -- - f----- - --- --1-------

L-T_O_T_AL __________________ L __ 2_8_3 ___ -"-__ 9_9 __ 

NOTE: Day schools include full-time cheders or yes~ivas 
(Hhi.ch p!Covided reli gious studies only at, r ,)ugh ly, 
primary and secondary levels) and Je,,,ish day schools rn 
Eastern Europe, as well as loc"l day schoo ls. 
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therefore, to test this underlying assumption: the question is, in the first 

place, whether a formal Jewish education, in general, affects Jewish identification 

and, secondly, ,",hether the source of such an education makes any difference. 

The present study s~ggests that if Jewish identification is measured either 

in t erms of attitudes (Chapter Six) or in terms of self assessments (Tables 

8.5 and 8.6), it is not significantly related, on the whole, to either standard 

or source of Jewish education although there is some indication that those 

wi th no education at all exllibi t somewhat weaker patterns of identification. 

These findings are sUPForted by another study by the author, in 1969, involving 

299 Jewish students at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg and 

all (296) matriculants at Jewish day schools throughout South Africa. Here it 

was also found that there was no relationship between a day school education 

and the extent of Jewish identification, although ~ J ewish education was 

'better' than none at all (Dubb 1971, p. 39). It was suggested that Jewish 

identification was probably more closely related to parents' attitudes and to 

the general Jewish atmosphere of the home, than to formal study at school. 

Thus "parents who have a positive ' attitude towards Jel.ish survival in general 

and the Jewish heritage in particular, will tend to manifest this concern in 

taking steps to provide their children with a Jewish education. It is, however, 

not the education itself "'hich ensures that the children ",ill have positive 

attitudes but the fac.t of the parents' concern as well as their own behaviour" 

(ibid. , pp . 31-32)2~ 

21 
Rabbi S. Rappaport has suggested another possible explanation. 

20. Dr. Leonard Fine, Professor of Politics and Sccial Policy at Brandeis Unive r sity, 
during a discussion with Je"ish social scientists at the. University of the 
Wi twaters rand, mentioned that a Ph. D s t";dent ",orking under his supervision had 
found that, in a s amp Ie of Ne" York Je',!s, a Je",ish education superimposed on a 
child from a horne lac.king a Jel.;i8h atrr.osphere was of Ii ttle use in promoting 
eommi trnen t. 

21. Head cf Depaitrne.nt of HebreH, University of the Hitwatersrand, Johannesburg 
personal communication. 
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TABLE 8.5 

RESPONSES ON SELF-RATING SCALE: "I AN A PERSON HITH 

A STRONG FEELING OF BEING JEHISH/NO FEELING OF BEING JEI.JlSH" 

X STANDARD OF JEWISH EDUCATION: ~fEDIAN TEST 

r' I 
JEWISII FEELING 

STANDARD OF 
JEWISH EDUCATION STRONGER HEA..XER TOTAL 

1-----

Ninimal 

(0 _. e) 2/e 

Ti.ll bannitzvah 

-------
(0 - e) 2/e 

Post-barIPi tzvah 

(0 - e) 2/e 

Adult classes 

f--

(0 - e) 2/e 

:--- . 

r:;,~ 
-

df ; 3 

NOTES: 1. 

~ .. 

50 73 

II 
123 

1.55 1. 45 

.. -

27 27 54 

0.03 0.03 
, 

--

I 
33 25 58 

0.85 0.80 

14 7 21 

-. --

1.41 1. 34 

.. ~ - - -

124 132 256 
I , -

chi ,quare ~ 7.1,6 p < .05 

Minil.lnJ. =: no Je,;;i. sh education at all/one or b~o years 
e.s a small child! ~armiJ:?,v~h lessons only. 

I , 

I 
I 

I 

2. Adult classes these respondents may or may not have 
h ad 50In2 Je"':'ish education as c.hildren. 
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TAllLE 8.6 

RESPONSES ON SEl.F--RATING SCALE: "I AH A PERSON WITH A 

STRONG FEELING OF BEING JEHISH/NO FEELING OF BEING JEWISH" 

X SOURCE OF J ElnSH EDUCATlO~: MEDIAN TEST 

I 
JEHISH FEELING 

SOURCE OF 
JEHISH EDUCATION STRONGER l<EAKER 

I 
TOTAL 

-
Day School 19 13 32 

(0 - e) 2/e . 69 .67 

!------

Part-time 59 75 134 

2 
(0 -e ) /e .68 .66 

--
Tutor/Parents 20 16 36 

(0 . - e) 2/e .33 .31 

--
None 27 26 53 

-
(0 - e ) 2/e .04 .04 

-

T 
-r- -

TOTAT" 125 130 255 
, -- --

dt ; 3 chi square = 3.42 p < .50 
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In Centre'.1 European countries 'i~~he.re total assimilation of J~~JS 'tvas a continuous 

reality, the JEwish day school, in his opinion, Has Ra effective counter-

influence. In South Africa 'ivith its pluralistic ideology, as in Eastern Europe , 

a .JetV' is a Jew and not an Englishm£J ... '1 or nn Afrikaner. Jewish identity is natural 

to him, so that the effects of Jewish education '<QuId not be readily discerr,ible . 

Ho"~ever , while 'naturalness 1 and strength of Je\rTish identification in Johannesburg 

seem to be clearly demons t rat e_d by the- findings (especially Chapters Six and 

Nine), it is note,wrthy that in England, where the problem of assimilation is 

similar t o what it was in pre--war Central Europe, at least two studies
22 

have 

yie.lded the same results as the present one. 

D. Je "8 as a mc-raJ. c.om.rnu.nit~ 

Hriting of the I1assi:lim of ~·)illi2msburg, New York, an isolationist orthodox 

Je"ish sect, Jerome R. Hintz (1968, p .139) comments: 

lIAs the hasidi;~ do not have any social relations beyond their 

re ligious ci rcl.e, thei r knm,ledge of the mores of the outside 

cmr.munity has a1.v]ays been limited. Because tiley often find 

housing in Nc-yr York in depressed areas, compete for jobs with lQ~;-

scale "age earners from ethnic groups poo:::ly integrate.d into the 

urban scene) and hire such vwrkers to teud menial tasks in their 

busines ses and in their hous~s of \-JOrship, : hey cor..tinue to find 

evidence for the stereotype of the gentile ""';-io is thought to be 

r,>orall.y and. cultur31ly inferi.or to the Jel<. {.J'hi Ie the hasid 

represents the utl:10St attainment in piety and restraint, th~ 

rcntile is considered the reverse side of the coin . Concerned 

~'7i th his <ippeti te s ) (he gentile is thought to ar.t without 

thi nking of ~"!ig dut i es to th e Almighty. Je" an d gentile are both 

h 2ir to the deli gh ts of bra.ndy, but in tr3.ditiol1 the Jev tempers his 

desi:.ce ~Tith divine observance . T!1e. deepest fami li::tl 'Jalues - the 

relaticnship betvJeen parents and children .- are [llso seen to suffe ): 1.11 
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Although the Johannesburg Jewish cormnuni.ty ~s by no means an isolated, 

insulated orthodox sect, and their contacts "i th non-Je"s are by no means limited 

to the lower socio-economic classes, the same stereotype of the poor moral fibre 

of gentiles as compared to Jews persists. Thus in the present study, responses 

to the ques ticns 'how do Jews resemble one another and differ from non-Je"s' and 

'how do you resemble other Je"s and differ from non-Jews ', refer frequently to the 

moral superiority of Jews a stereotype which is validated by citing <That 

Jews do for one another: they help one another in need, they establish 

orphanages <lnd old-age homes, they support numerous chari tab Ie organizations, and 

so on. In particular, Jews see themselves as being characterized by the ' soft' 

virtues: compassion, kindness, tolerance, generosity, honesty , sincerity, 

charity, love. of family and children rather than by courage, virility, strength 

and simi lar attributes. Only with reference to business and education do 

reSFondent$ cite ambition as a common Je\.;ish chara~teTistic. Where S'..1ch traits 

as aggressiveness are mentioned they are generally regarded as negative. The 

value placed on these 'soft.' virtues is further confirmed by responses to the 

questions 'what is a good Je\.;t' and 'what is a gool! man' (Table 8.7). In 

the former, moral attributes, together with observance of Jewish custOllS and pride 

in the Jewish heritage, are cited, whereas in the l atter, practically all responses 

r~fer to moral rectitude. 

these cctitudes: 

The folloHing texts of tHO interviews i lluEtrate 

A. I beli eve personally that if He ,;rent out to look for Je,"s 

and He cor,verted gentiles to Judaism it would give a lot of 

Ius tre to the moral velues of the world. Look at " ha t the 

JeHish scientists or the J eHi sh doctors or the Je' ish physicians 

have done for the viOrlcL I thi.nk th at Je~·:s being such &. small perC2n-

t:age) the record is fant as tic. 

Q. Do you feel t hat these people have achieved th is tremendous $l.lccess 

becaus e they were Jews? 

A. Yes) because t.hey were Jews. ElO[,hatically, I believe so. 
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Q. Hhy? Iv'hat has their being Jewish go t to do with their 

achievement s ? 

A. Because I think they have a ce rtain way of life and a moral 

code that makes them different to o t her people. I think that 

their environment, their homes, the way they live makes them 

first of all want to produce b e tter and want to do better than 

the rest can . I think that this is the environment they live 

in, I think that thi s is why they succeed. 

Q. ~fuat would you say the diffe ren ce b e t ween a Jew and a non-Jew is? 

A. I thir~ his moral values. 

Q. In Johannesburg you know a lot of Jews and, presumably you do 

business with a lot of n on-Jews as veIl. Would you say that 1n 

Johannesburg doing business with a Jew is much more certain and 

secure than doing business with 8. non-Je,,? 

A. I would say, in the long run, yes. 

Q. How do you mean? 

A. Look I knOl'" that there are a great deal of J e'"s who will take 

you for a ride , but I st il1 would rather do business "ith a Je" 

than a non-Je\v. I mean, its a pecul i ar attitude. 

Q. Hhy "'.Ju l d yo," rather do business ",i.th a JeH? 

A. Because I've got more faith 1n a J e", I believe that his mo:-al 

code and hi s conduct should be, and in many cases are, much be tter 

than a noe-'JeH. 

Q. Can you g~ ve me some kind of couel"(,! te e xample? The sort of 

thing that a non-Jew v.Tould do and a Je"\oJ 'l,':"ouldn f t do or vice 

versa? Or, better stil1, s ometh i ng that has actually happened. 

I 
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A. No I c an 't g1ve you. a concrete example be cause I h aven't got 

any con·:::rete examples. Look, I 'ian t t o tell you, emphati cally, 

that I 've clone SOl!le bad business with Jel·]S and yet I still do the 

same b usines s with them again I don't know why. Its 

peculia r. Mayb e I<e Jews sort of stick together tha t way". 

"I find it virtual. ly impossib le to attain a leve l of commonality 

with a nen-JetY' that I can with a Jew . There is a predisposition 

wi th a Jet" to an e.ssociat ion similar background , simi l ar 

interpretations, simi lar concepts of "hat cor,sti tutes good and 

"holesow.e living, similar interpretations of good and bad. Very 

difficult to define. There is a greater element of trust wi th 

a Jew in business, for ins t ance. Taking a :lew to court "ould 

be a breach of cornmun3.1 solidarity. Jews cre potentially much 

more moral tha.n non-Jews, there is a feel ing o :!: brotherhood beDoJeen 

Jews . I distrust non-Jews to a much greater degree than Jews ... 

Jmvs have a background of internationalism, of cosmopo l itHnism which 

makes them much more get-'u t table, app r o achab 1-2. , much rr.ore communicative . 

This is only true if they thiIL~ you are a Jel'- Jews do not e.asi.ly 

They are unfTiencl l y , they tLf;~at non-Jews \>Ji th suspicion . 

As soon as they knol·' you are a Je" their attitl!de chcnges. 

point made by re spondent IS tvi fe v7ho dOtS not look Je~\Ti8h7. 

IThis last 

has a greater sense of justice. Basically I believe that Jet·,s h " ve 

a highe.r moral and ethical standard than other people. Wha t they do 

he re in business L!:iishonesty , h a'!:'d~ess7 doesn't really belong to them, 

it is a necessity. Jews arE:. opportun-istic in o'Z'c.€.r to survive!!. 
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TABLE 8.7 

RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION: "WHAT IS A GOOD JEW?" 

CHARACTERISTI C No . _ of Responses 

- ------------------------t-f----------j 

Jews and Je~o]ish traditions 

Proud of Jewish heritage 

Proud of being a Jew 

COIlUlli tted to the J ewish community 

Keeps a JeHish home/teaches children Jewishness 

Observes traditional JeHish religious customs 

Helps rellow-Jet, S 

Peels attachment to Israel/works for Israel 

Rdigion 

Sho uld be religious , but not hypocritical 

Sho ula be religious ln the ethical and moral sense 

She "ld b e religious, though not nece.ssarily obseIv ant 
lr.~ <S and customs 

Need nat be religi ous 

of 

7 

29 

11 

12 

123 

6 

16 

5 

14 

18 

22 

r-------------------------------~-~--------------
Nor':!:_, ethical and personal attributes 

Shauld be moral honest, decent, straightforward 

Sincere believe in what one_ does, self-respecting 

Ki nd, compassionate, considerate, tolerant (not In 

inter-e thnic context) 

Charitable , gen _rous (in financial s ense) 

Helpful to others 

Respect3 other people 

Honours obligations to others, sense of responsibility 

Tolerant (in inter-ethnic context) 

Does not discriminate against non-JeHs, mixes "'lith TLon­
JCHS 

Just 

Anbi tious 

94 

15 

118 

44 

23 

5 

3 

7 

6 

8 

1 

-------rl-------

,- __ F_d_ffi __ i_l_y_C_U_I_"S_C_l_-O_U __ 3_,_P_U __ t_-s_- _C_h_-l_- _- _l_d_r_~ __ n ._f_i_r_s_t_,_t_r_e_a_t_-s_t_Ti __ f_-e_t_,e_-l_l __ L ________ _ 
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TABLE 8.7 (cont.) 

Cf'.ARACTERISTIC 

Niscellaneous 

Other personal traits 

Other 

No good Jews, only bad ones 

A good Jew is a good person 

TOTAL RESPONSES 

TOTAL RE SPONDENTS 

No. of Responses 

4 

3 

5 

623 

283 

NOTE: Responses to the qu.estion "Hhat i s a good person?" are virtually 
identical, except that item" relatir.g to Jews and Je1>,ish traditior:s 
are omitted . 
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The sense ~n which the Jewish connnunity constitutes a moral cOTIl:.i1unity 1n practice 

is, however , perhaps best-illustrated from the personal experiences of the author 

when he first moved to Johannesburg. 

Soon after my arrival in Johanne sburg , I required some clothing. 

I was hard-pressed and wanted to open an account. I went to a 

clothing s tore near the University and talked to the owner, a Jew. 

H~ soon identified me as a Jew, and spoke a few words in Yiddish to 

make certain. From that moment, his attitude was clear. He 

invited me to open an account and to select whateve r goods I 

required. No references were requested, no depos it, no undertaking 

regardine rate of repayment. 

I, on my part, trusted him . 

I was a Jew, and he could trus t me. 

He would not cheat me . Even if his 

pri ces weTe high, he would not sell me anything that was inferior. 

He 'would look after me' he ' would see me right' and I, in return, 

"lauld buy more or less exclusively from him and would recommend him 

to others. 

A simi lar experience occurred wi th a pharrnacis t. I me t this man 

through his brother on a previous visit to Johannesburg. When I 

came to settle, he told me that if I ever needed anything, I should 

let him knm' and he would give me the same discount he gave his falrily, 

as "ell as de.liver the goods · on his way horne from work. On my first 

purchase) he opcTled a. charge account ,..,ithout being requested to do so 

and without asking for: references of any kind. Even though my account 

often remail1E::d unpaid for several months, he never vlithclrew the discount 

or ql1f~ried my t ardinEss. On movi.ng to another part of Johannesburg, 

a local ,Tewish pharr,laci£t agair, supp lied my needs and simply opened an 

account. 

Anothe.r incident conce rned a student . Soon after my arrival I marked 

an essay and a'Jarded a very 1m, mark to a particular student. She came 

to see me about it and I explained my reasons but she "as not satisfied. 

!Ibout a 'iveek later she ag£il.u camt:! to see file and explained that she h ad 
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previously been convinced that I \<las antisemitic and had discriminate.d 

a gai ns t he r. She had subsequently ascertained that I was Je"ish, and 

the refore could not be an antisemite and might consequently indeed I 
have had valid criticisms. ~ 

I 

Experiences involving financial assistance, discounts, unqu\?stioned I 
credit, assi.stance by an unknoHn Jew contacted through a mutual 

friend in obtaining a servi-oe or goods, friendship shown by Jews "he 

were relative strangers in times of trouble all these illustrate 

the belief that Jews ought not only to conduct themselves i n a moral 

fashion but that they should be helpful to a fellow-Jew who might be in 

less fortunate CiYCulllStances than themselves. \fuat is important is that 

Jews expect both to give to, a.nd to receive aid, trus t and so on from, 

other Je"s. 

Another eX3mple is provided by an incident related by a colleague, who recently 

employed a (Jel"ish) tiler to do some repairs t o his house . 

. The tiler, having completed the job, called .ba'2k several times to 

check on some aspects "ith which he (the tiler) had not been 

entirely heppy. On one such occasion he r~n:arked that the job 

was really a very small one for him alld <lidn ' t warrant all the 

t roub Ie he was t1l', ing. In f1lct, he normally wouldn't have bothered 

about Sltch small faults , but he didn't "ant to l e t doml a nice 

young Je-wish boy. He wanted him to have a good job. 

The. converse is evident when we examine Jewish expectations from non-JefNs. 

Je,\7S are often accused of 'spoi l ~~ng1 their African servants by paying them too 

much~ v~hile s ervice 1;vorkers t"ill often concede that Je'Y7S tip generously. Hm-leve.r, 

the pr0mise. of Cl ~rat:uity is often made prior to actually receiving the service ~ 

Thus a not unccJP',mon occurrence in an ear-lier generation, and perhaps even today, 

,,~ac; that 1vhen trave lling by train a Je,.,.,ish passenger would g ive a dini ng-ear 

ste~7arci a generous tip in advance. u ith the request that tn.e steuard should 

T look af ter me I • ~rh[it IS i mport ant 1$ that l .n secb~ a situation, nothinci to 
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"hich the person is not normally enti tied is being paid for . It is 

sugges ted, rather, that the Je" do"s not expect anything for nothing from a non­

Je". One may even go further and say that some Je,ls might expect discourtesy, 

or some other antisemitic manifestation, from non-Je,;s and that the large 

gratuity, paid in advance, is an effort to forestall such treatment. 

By contras t wi th the J,,"ish atti tude, English-speaking South Afri can 

colleagues point out that there is no category of people in relation to whom 

they would have the kind of expectations Jews h ave in each other although they 

suggest that Afrikaans-speaking South Africans might have. 

The explanation of this pattern is partially negative, partially positive. 

The negative aspect stems from the fear of antisemiti sm in dealing with non-Jews 

and the consequent sanse of security in relation to other Jews. The positive 

aspect relates to what Jacobson (1971) re fers to as 'trackability'. When two 

peopYe meet they are strangers and are mutu2_1ly wary at le.ast unt.il they a-re 

able to establish one ar,other's identity. In the pre sent context, once this 

identity is found to be JeHish, each party perceives the other as a member of the 

same cOTImlUnity, sharing similar norms and, therefore, being 'trackable ' . By 

identifiable and trackable is meant the expectation "that the individual in a 

relationship can be located and sanctioned and will therefore be responsive to 

its norm? tive regul[J ticns" (ibid, 633). It is e s sentially a question " of 

transaction: if the parties feel they have good grounds for expecting the 

t.en~s of the transaction co be completed in a continuing relationship they 

are \villing to tat2 a risk, to extend social credit; if there is no expected 

continuity, the relationship is seve r ely limited or to~ally severed. The 

assumption is, then, that a .Ie\-] ,-,ill ahlays fulfil his obligations in any 

transaction Hith his fellm.; Je'":vs, and that if he c.oes not, moral pressure can be " 
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Another interesting aspect of Jewish morality is that certain political 

issues are perceived by many Jews in purely moral and ethical terms. Thus 

many respondents mentioned that Jews were more 'liberal' (in the South African 

context) or tolerant than non-Jews, while many also regarded tolerance in the same 

sense as an important attribute of a good Jew and a good person. The 

justification for this attitude is twofold: in the first place respondents 

believe that oppressive discrimination is contrary to the teachings of the Bib Ie 

and of traditional Jewish ethics, while in the second place they mention the 

l ong history of Jewish persecution and ask how, in view of this, Jews could 

possibly share in the oppression of other minorities. 24 It is interesting that 

in the attitude scale, this to lerance was reflected in responses to items 

referring to so-called petty apartheid whereas items expressing more ' 

political policies aroused a considerably less negative reaction. 25 

general 

23. Jacobson (ibid., p. 632) points out that "trackability is produced by a 
knowledge of a person's network of family or friends. 'Who do you know', 
(i.e. where are you from, what do you do, and , by implication, who knows you) 
is a game often played by people ',ho have jus t met one another and, in part, 
represents their attempt to locate themselves and others in social space". 
In the case of Jews in South Africa, it must be born in mind that they number just 
over 100,000; that they have been large ly endogamous; that they have tended 
to cluster in a few large cities where, in turn, they have concentrated in 
certain residential areas; and, finally, if the present sample is any indication, 
that most belong to a synagogue congregation. Given these characteristics, the 
expectation that individual networks will intersect at many points, thereby 
ensuring trackab ility, is probably well-founded in f act. In the author's 
pers onal experience, he has, in by far the most cases, been able to 'locate' a 
,Jewish stranger through such interlocking networks. 

, 24. It is suggested that sympathy for non-whites among Jews s tems, probably, 
from two sources: firstly, Jewish valuation of the 'soft' virtues (s ee above) 
and, secondly, the influence of post-« orld war II antipathy to racism (",hich, it 
should be remembe r ed, is largely a reaction to the Nazi massacre of six million 
Jews). However, in seeking support for 'this attitude, many Jews find its 
justification in a particular interpretation of biblical and post-biblical Jewish 
ethics, and of Jewish historical experiences. 

25. On the attitude scale, 52% agreed with the statement that apartheid was the 
only practical and just solution to the country's race problem" with 31% disagreeing. 
On the other hand, 73% disag~eed with the statement that Africans should not be 
emp l oyed in traditionally white jobs; 49% disagreed (and 30% agreed) that cont ac t 
bet"een black and white should be minimized; and 72% agreed "i th the idea of a 
qualified franchise for all, irrespective of race. 



- 185 -

In concluding this discussio:n, we may say that if observance of Jewish 

tradi tional forms is decreasing and ~s in any case confined to · certain 5i tuations, 

it appears that the moral values of .Judaism - which in t heir emphasis appear 

to differ from the more authoritarian and masculine virtues of the larger 

society - have persisted and have, to a degree, resisted acculturation. 

This is evident not only in the e.xpression of attitudes but in the ¥ray in whi.ch 

Jews see their relations to other Jews and to the community as a whole. 

E. Conclusi.ons 

It is probably on the cultural dimension that the greatest extent of 

individual variation is observable. It h as been sho;", that it ,,'auld be incorrect 

to ·speak of a Jewish s'J.b-culturc in Johannesburg in any systematic sense. At 

most, it is possible to identify a wide range of customs, usages, habits ?nd 

traits which may be regarded as cha!:acteristic of Jews. These cn.?racteristics 

derive from three sources: Je,,,ish tracli tiou (mainly religious), Je,. ish life 

and general condi;:ions i n Eastern Europe, and the process of adaptation to 

South Africa. Yet, it must be emphasized that the largest proportion. of 

Johannesburg Jews is t horough ly acculturated to local English-s;>eaking cultu,e 

and that 'Je~7ish' cha~atteristics are superimposed upon (or, perhaps, inte~';('ate. d 

into) the primary cultural patterns. 

In attempting to understand the nature of the Je'"ish cOII!ponent of the culture 

of Johat1.nesDurg Jews, and the relationship bet\>/eer.. the cultural and structural 

elem"nts of identification, the insights of urban African anthropology are., Oll<:'o 

again, useful. Hi tchell (1966, pp .~.4ff.) dis tinguishes betwQen 'historical' (or 

'processive') and 'situational' change, and (ibid. ,pp.58-59) discusses the role of 

situational selection in accounting for behaviour. In the first place, he 

suggests ~hat the "overall changes in the social system should be calle d 

'historical' or 'processi ve 1 change, tvhile the cha...T1ges in be:taVIOl.lr fo llm .. ~ir;g 

participation in di fferent social systems should be called 'si tuational chan;:;.! I II 

(ibid., p.44). Mitchell warns against c.onfus iug the two type'5 of change , 
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~,;iI'l'hIlSizillg the characteristics of the latter with a quote from Southall: "The 

s'ii.tch of action patte'rns from the rural to the urban set of objectives is as 

i-ai,id as the migrant' 5 journey to town,,26, Mitchell continues: "The individual 

~s not bring his social ins ti tutions ,,;. th him to t own. The institutions are 

'jial:ts of different social systems and the individual moves from one into the 

'E:ith~r • It is fallacious, therefore, to think of rural institutions as changing 

ii,.,.t-o urban types of the same institutions . The fact is tather that urban dwellers 

~,~lop institutions to meet their needs in t owns and these, because of their 

'll~Xi'~rent contexts, differ ' from ' rural institutions meeting the same need in the. 

!tn ' a l social system" (ibid., pp.47-48). In some American cities, because 

~~~~rant Jews were able to re-create many of th~ basic conditions of life to 

~o they had been accustomed in Eastern Europe, they were also able to transplant. 

nnu.c:;, of the way of life of the ghe,tto. Thus Wirth's study of the Chicago Ghetto 

27 
(C1.'12.8) dealt to a large extent with 'processive' change In Joha.nnesburg, 

,ffcOP->?r , climate, ' the mining-camp and frontier-like character of the place, the 

:t:.~'P" of Je.'isr. immigrant - these and other factors added up to conditions as 

~i~rent from Eastern Europe as a town is from a rural tribal area. 

~'IS··. -a~is mutandis, then, what Mitchell has said about the African migrant to town 

O"i'.i' lies to the Je" ish immigrant to Joha..rmesburg: fa~ed with a new set of 

"",,,..1i tions and needs, he had to adopt ne\< ways in order to meet them. 

~1?ange does not J however, occur in a vacuuUl. In order to meet new needs 

t.~·~ ,.l:ndivi dual ruust utilize the repertoire avail~ble t o lim from his OW~l culture, 

. ' , 
"c·~, , . learning new responses in the ne,', situation itself. \-Jhe ther old Dr nevl 

:',''';.:0;-.;''5 are selected will, however, depend on the nature of the situation. 

'<. :· ~ " ~ 'l ~ , .. ~._ . _.,(;..... comments (ibid., p.58) that the principle of 'situational sel~ction' 

, ~ ,. '..... I _ _ : :--:,p fl re evant. By examining the pressures exerted en the individual, specific 

.::::: :~-,-'---------'-----------.-------------
• . . r:" rJtec! by Hi tch" ll (op.cit., p.4!,) fron A. Southall, 'Introductory Summary ', 

In A. Southall (ed.), Social Change in Hodern Africa , C.li.P., London, p.19 . 

!i!..tt ;j ll Jewish immigrants to America trRL1spl .3nt2d from cne ghetto iota 
.t.I.:,:,UiI·r , while even at the time Hirth wrote, the Chicago ghetto \\l CiS begi~ning 
t , I ' . 

• · A Clhln tegrate. 
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choices, or inconsistencies in choice or beh.aviour, may be understood. At 

another level, however, the choi ces avai lable to individuals., in general, and the 

overall characteristics of situational determinants, provide a key to the 

understanding of the cultural characteristics of a group. This has been th2 

mode of analysis adopted in the present Chapter. 

The relationship between the structural and cultural dimensions must now be 

examined . The cultural dimension of Jewish identification has been sho.m to be 

the most readily amenab Ie to rapid change, though nei ther change nor at tenuation 

through acculturation appear to lead, necessarily, to other ferms of assimilation. 

For many, Jewish culture survives as a variety of discrete behavioural traits 

which serve, consciously or unconsc.iously, to signal J.ewish identity in appropriate 

situations. Nevertheless , while Jewish culture, ~s a systematic whole, is 

probably the least durable aspect of Jewish identification, the importance of 

certain aspects of traditional culture which have survived, must not be und",r-

estimated. Thus, it .has been shown that moral notions, different from those of 

the core culture, are typically held by Jews and that these underpin Je.wish 

com!lluni ty Ii fe. Furthermore, both the belief in a shared morality and 'lalue 

system, as well as a shared religion, hind. local Je.,s to Je.,s in every other part 

of the world • Thus it may be said that, while, as was suggested in the 

Conclusions to the previous Chapter, the structural dimension was the mos t 

important aspect of Jewish identification inasml'ch as the survival of the group 

probablv depended upon it, it is the cuHure -- and, in part.icular certain . . 

traditional aspects - which . renden conm!unity life both val uable and possible. 
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CHAPTER NDlE 

RELIGION 

·A . Introduction 

"Judaism is a system of spi:citual truths, moral laws and religious practices . 

The moral laws and religious practices have been duly classified, codified and 

clothed with binding authority . Not so the spiritual doctrines. No formu.1a-

tion of these exists "aich enj oys universal recognition by the House of Israel. 

There are VariOl.1S reasons for this. One of them is the fact that Judaism neve,r 

made salvation dependent upon doctrine in itself, apart from its influence on 

conduc.t. "l .This emphasis on conduct and the pervasiveness of the rules 

relating to it led, historically , to th'e deve,lopment of distinctive Je"ish 

cultural forms. This culture reached its fullest flo""ering in the shtetlach 

(villages) of Eastern Europe, from which the overwhelming majority of 

English-speaking Jews or their forebears originated. Here, isolated from the 

non-Jewish world , there was "complete penetration of religious precept and 

practice into every detail of daily life." (Zborowski and Herzog 1952, 

p. 34). In the shtet l there was no distinction between r eligious and secular , 

only between Jewish and non-Jewish. TI,uS both religious and irreligious alike 

observed the m.{tzvoth (religious la,"s ) - the former as an expression of faith 

and piety, t he latter out of habit and conventi on. 

In South Africa, as in the United States, Britain and other western 

countries, innnigrant Jews had to adjust to a way of life in Hhich observm1Cf.! 

of !!:it ~:!.£.th involved a deliberate decision and, often, coasiderable ineonvenience. 

1. The Authorised Daily Prayer Book of the Unite~ Hebrew Con!!.regatior.s of the 
British Ep.?ire, "ith comncntary by the Chief Rabbi, the late Dr . J .H . Hertz, 
Shapiro, Vallentine and Co., London, 1947 (Revised ed.), p .248 . Her tz 
mentions one 15th century scholar) Joseph Albo, ~·:ho enum.erated three basic 
principle!> of tte Jet·;ish creed: the Existence of God, Revclation ~ Reward and 
Punishme.nt. Ti.1e UiOS t generally ac.cept2d , ho,;"ever , are HaimoTlid~s! 'ThirteE:.p.. 
Principles of the Faith I "hieh are included in the Prayer Book and on "'hie!! this 
discussion by Hertz is a commentary. 
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Economic pressure, lack of amenities of Jewish life (such as ritual 

slaughterers, circumcisers, reli gious experts) and exposure to new, and 

frequently attractive, cultural influences led to the abandoning of many religious 

practices. Today, fifty years and two generati ons removed from Eastern Europe , 

South African Jews are highly acculturated to the gentile majority and relatively 

few are still strict in their ritual observances. Yet many of these customs 

do persist: not, primarily, it is suggested, as an expression of religious 

commitment but, rather, as an expression of Jewish identity.2 This is one of 

the propositions which will be examined in the present Chapter. 

Another problem which arises out of the peculiar relationship in Judaism 

bet,,,een belief and practice, is that of the connection between observance and 

religious feeling. Much earlier than the secularization of religious ritual 

in East:ern Europe, we find the dictum that: "A man should always perform the 

mitzvoth, even if he does not believe (lit . : even if not for its own sake); 

since by doing so he will come to believe. ,,3 It has already been suggested that an 

irreligious Jew may be observant (though whether he thereby becomes religious 

we cannot say), but what about a non-observant religious Jew? In the shtetl 

such a possibility was probably remote - after all, what alternative expression 

of his feelings and fulfilment of his needs did the prevailing cultural 

environment offer? In Sonth Africa, however, Christianity is a ub i quitous 

example of religious a-legalism and a-ritualism which suggests an alternative 

kind of relationship bet",een man and God. This possibility is also investigated 

in the present study. 

In this Ch apter , then, it is proposed to examine: 

( a) the nature and extent of observance of mitzvoth; 

2. This view is shared, for example, by Sk1are , et al. 1955 and Baron 1964. 

3. Babylonian Talmud, Pesachim p . SOB and Nazir p. 23. 
by Soncino Pres." London. 

Translation published 
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(b) the nature and extent of religious belief and its relation to observance; 

and 

(c) the relationship between religious belief and observance, on the one hand, 

and other dimensions of identification, on the other. 

In order to measure religious observance, however, selection and classifi-

cation are essential: I t would be impossible and unnecessary to investigate 

all 613:
4 

This is not as difficult a task as it may seem: in the first place 

many mitzvoth are involved in what may be summarised as 'Sabbath observance', 

'Festival observance', observance of dietary laws, etc . ; secondly, there are 
\ " 

1 
"many mitzvoth which apply either only to men, or only to women, while there are 

others which" are situational and may seldom or never arise;5 thirdly, there are 

mitzvoth of which the average Jew is probably quite unaware and others, con-

cerning ethics or morals or personal habits, which he does not realise are 

mitzvoth. This leaves a relatively small number of specific rules and groups 

of rules concerning which it is not too difficult to obtain an accurate picture . 6 

Those which have been investigated ~n this study have already been listed and 

explained in Chapter Three, together with items relating to religious belief 

and attitudes. It would, however, be useful at th"is stage to examine the 

various items - behavioural and attitudinal - and to indicate their meaning and 

significance. 

B. The Measurement of Religious Beliefs and Action Tendencies 

It is possible and, in the interests of greater clarity, useful, to classify 

4. The traditional count of mitzvoth. 

5. There are, for example, mitzvoth referring speci.fically to the Temple and its 
service (including sacrifices), to agricultural practices (including tithes, the 
jubilee year in which land is not ploughed), to residents of the Holy Land only, 
and so on. 

6. This assumption has been made in all the studies of the religious dimension 
of Jewish identification, which have been cited. 
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the mitzvoth into a number of cC!tegories, although these are not ne.cessarily 

mutually exclusive. The categorie.s are: private, pub lie, ri tual, ceremonial, 

and dome s t.i c. 

(a) Private: There are certain mitzvoth which are always or usually perforwed, 

by an individual, in private and away from the public gaze. Observanca of 

these mitzvoth would, therefore, normally be known only to intimates. They 

include the beaedic tiotls which should be recited before or after certain acts 

like the ri tual washing of hands, e1lting food, performing various natural 

functions and so on. Also in this cat.egory are prayers on rising . and ~etiring, 

7 
the wearing of _tzitzith or arba kanfoth and, frequently, the morning prayer at 

which men put orc the tefillin.
8 

Ritual bathing b y women before the wedding, 

on menstruation and after child-birth, .as well as other observances by both :nen 

and '.omen relating to taharath hamishpacha (the "purity of family life"), may also 

be considered as b ein g private. In the pres ent study male respondents vere 

asked whether they kept their heads covered at all times (a positive mitzvah), 

used a safety or "c.ut-throat" razor for shaving (a negative mitzvah) and regularly 

reci ted the morning prayers vi th tefillin . All respondents ... ere furt.her asked 

to what exteut they recited brachot (benedictions) when prescribed, wheth e r 

they said grace after meals and whether they observed kashru~h (dietary l",o/s) 

both at home and outside. 

(b) Public: Some mitzvoth are, by their ve ry nature, generally observed together 

with, or in the presence of , people beyond the circle of intimate kinsn~n and 

friends. Attendance at synago gue services on weekdays, Sabbaths and Festi.vals 

are one obvious example, and has been included in this investigation. Observance 

of many of the prohibi tions applying on Sabbath an d Festivals - such as ,,,arki ng, 

riding, wri ting, smoking, cooking - hav:, both their public and private aspects , 

but are placed in the f ormer category bEcause infringements are , for the most 

._----- -----
7. A frin ge d undergarment ';o)~n by men. See Glc ss.::ry . 

8. Phylacteries (see Gl ossary). Morn ing prayers are usually recited a t h ome , 
privately, though some synagoeues have E:::arly morning services daily . These 
arc , ho-.. :eve r, at t ended mainly by m-:; urn0rs \·jho cua only recite the meU'.orial pr&yers 
at a public service . See Gl(,ssnry: ",iny~~. 
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PLATE I Tzitzith or fringed 

under-garment (see p . 191) 

Tefillin or Phylacteries (see p.191) 



- 191b -

PLATE III Boy (over Barmitzvah) 'laying' tefillin (s" e 1'.191) 
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part, unavoidably public. Other inrport 8.!lt mitzvoth which vlere investigated 

are: circumcision of sons and their confirmation at the age of thirteen 

(b armitzvah), confirmation of daughters at age t'"elve (batmi.tzvah), the 

marriage ceremony, and mortuary, mourning and memorial rites for the dead . 

All the se rites are by their very nature public, while some must be performed 

in the pTesence of witnesses and in some cases with the assistance of a 

Leligiolls functionary. 

(c) Ri tual: Some mitzvoth may be regarded as being single acts, routb.e 

and undramatic in nature, performed as necessary in terms of a fixed formula. 

This type of mitzvah is defined here as a .E.~tua1. In the present study 

ritua ls on which questions "ere asked, include observance of kashruth (di etary 

l aws), keeping the head covere d, putting on tefillin, reciting of benedictions 

and grace after meals, aspects of Sabbath and festival observance, aspects of 

mourning and n;emori a l rites for the dead, private prayer and attendance at 

synagogue. 

(d) Ceremonial: Ceremonial (or ceremony) is distinguished from ritual as being 

a single mitzvah or set of mitzvoth, performed collectively or in the pre sence 

of others, ,,,hich has a certain element of drama . The ceremonial, therefore , 

always consis ts of a ri tual or ri teal s) but [Lot all rituals are ce remonial. 

Ceremonies include not only publicly-performed mitzvoth but al"o mitzvoth 

associated with the family and household. Those which have be en investigated 

in elis s tudy are: lighting of candles 01' Sabbath and Festival evenings, 

recitin g of kiddush (a special bene diction for holy da.y3 , including the blessing 

over wine , ;:e ci. ted prior to the meal, usually by the he ad of the ho us eho l d), 

grac02 after meals (which is frequently sung by the I-1hole £ ami lyon holy da.ys) , 

the .seder ( festive evening mea l on Passover, duri'1g which the story o f the 

exodus from Egypt is related) , mortuary and the preliminary mourning rites, the 

marriage ceremony ) circumcision, ~armit~vah, and lighting of Ch. 3.::lnuka candles 

(the "festival of light" comr>omorating the d€feat of the Sylacus ~ King by Jud2" 

Haccabe us) . 

I 
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(e) Domestic: This category comprises all those mitzvoth which involve the 

whole household, and includes both ritual and ceremonial. The ·mitzvoth 

investigated were: kashruth observance (dietary laws), observance of the 

prohibition against chametz on Passover (all leaven is forbidden, and a Jew 

must thoroughly clean his home and, literally, get rid of every crumb of 

leaven), lighting candles and saying kiddush on holy days, grace after meals, 

Channuka candles, and mourning rites . 

It is hypothesized that private mitzvoth are likely to be observed primarily, 

if not only, by people holding strong positive religious beliefs, who also observe 

other categories of mitzvoth - that is, their observance may be regarded as an 

index of maximal r eligious commitment. At the other end of what is probably a 

continuum, it is postulated that non-religious Jews may use specific mi tzvoth 

as symbols of their identification with the Jewish group or, to put it more 

strongly, that few Jews who do not completely deny their Jewishness, will not 

observe et least some mitzvoth. In these cases the mitzvoth which would be 

most durable ,.-auld be those which are performed in public and/or at home. 

Furthermore, it is suggested that as we move along the continuum from maximal to 

minimal observance, so the relationship between observance and religious belief 

approaches zero, and that only at the minimal extreme, there may be, though not 

"1 . 1" h" 9 necessarl y so, a negatlve re atlons lp. 

With regard to religious beliefs and attitudes, as distinct from action 

tendencies, a number of statements were included in the attitude scale. These 

were arranged into t,,,o subs cales which measured the degree of acceptance of 

certain Jewish beliefs, as well as the degree to which it was felt that 

orthodox Jewish tradition should be retained without modification. Two 

9 . It is expected, then, that observance and belief vary independently excep t a t 
the extremes of maximal and zero observance. On the othe r hand, a high degree of 
belief may not necessarily be accompanied by a high degree of observance, while 
zero belief may be accompanied by at least some observance. 
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PLATE IV Tabl" set for 

Sabbath (or fesd.ral) 

evening meal. 

Note candles, ""ine Bnd 

goblet for kiddush_, 

and covered bread. 

(See p .192) 
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PLATE VI Mezuzah phial and parchlll'2nt (see p . 153) 

PLATE VII Lighting the 

Ch ann uk a 

candles (see p.192) 
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self-rating scales, Religious-Irreligious and Observant-Non-observant, were also 

used. A number of questions dealt with reasons for specific behaviour, changes 

in respondents' own religious behaviour, differences between respondents and 

their parents, attitudes to intermarriage, and open- ended quest i ons designed 

to elicit the salience of Judaism in respondents' definitions of what is a Jew. 

C. Religious Behaviour: the observance of mitzvoth 

The observance of kashruth, the dietary laws, involves a number of 

injunctions and prohibi tions. Basically, these include the avoidance of 

forbidden foods; the exclusive use of meat from animals slaughtered by a 

suitably-qualified ritual slaughterer (shochet); soaking and salting or, in 

some cases, searing of meat in order to dra" away the blood; and maintaining 

separate sets of utensils for meat and milk foods. Table 9 . 1 indicates 

that the dietary laws are observed in varying degrees of strictness: those 

who say they observe all the rules meticulously at all times; those who 

observe them only at home, but do not avoid forbidden foods outside; those who 

observe some of the rituals in some combination; and those who do not claim to 

observe the dietary laws at all. What is interesting, however, is that, as 

Table 9.2 shows, less than a quarter of the 203 respondents who observed any 

rules did so for religious reasons, and that a third were primarily motivated 

by the desire to identify as Jews (the second and third categories in Table 9.2).10 

The overall relationship between observance and reasons for observance is given 

in Table 9.3. Here we find that while those who observe kashruth for religious 

r easons tend, significantly, to observe it fully, almost a quarter of them 

observe only partially. For the rest, an inspection of the Table suggests that 

there is no significant relati onship between the degree of observance and the 

10. Although some respondents gave more than one reason, only one was recorded. 
Classification Has in terms of the reason placed 'highest' in Table 9.2. Thu3 
if a religious reason was given, any others were ignored. IYhile , therefore, 
the frequency for 'religious reasons' is correct, other frequencies may be, 
and frequently are, underestimates. 
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reason for doing so . This finding is confirmed by ;!Il analysis of the 

relationship bet{veen observance and the two atti tude sub-s cales, Religious 

Belief and Religious Conservatism. As Table 9.8 indicates, most respondents 

who observe kashruth completely are high-scorers pn both sub~sca1es, most who 

do not observe at all are 1m,-scorers, ,rhi1e those ",ho observe partially 

may be either high- or low-scorers. 

It is suggested that the pattern of kashruth observance and its relation 

to religious belief lends some, though not conclusive, support to our hypothesis. 

To elaborate: kashruth is a set of rituals which has private, public and 

domestic aspects. If we regard complete observance of the rules out~ide 

the home as essentially priv<te
11

, we f i nd that fewest respondents (13%) fall 

into this category. By contrast, one third observe kashruth fully at home 

only, while r.lOSt of those who observe partially, are also observing rituals 

which are domestic in nature (e . g . keep separate sets of utensils, use only 

shochet-slaughtered meat, etc.). The most widely-observed public aspect of 

the dietary laws is the avoidance of pork in any form and, in several cases, of 

shellfish. That this pattern has more to do with identification than with 

religious conviction seems to have been adequately demonstrated above . 

. Turning now to the o~her mitzvoth whose observance '\vas investigated, it ~Jas 

found that: 

(a) Those mitzvoth which are entirely private and ritual in nature -

covering the head, not using a razor, putting OIl tefillin, and reciting the 

benedictions - are, as Table 9.4 shows, the least frequently observed. In no 

instance arc they regularly or ccmpleteiy observed by ~e:. th,,,, 6% of 

respondents, nor do le~ than 88% ignore them. Furthermore, as Table 9.9 

indicates, those l'lho do observe these mitzvoth also tend to observe most other 

11. Such a person ,"auld avoid forbidden foods, cr any other infringement of the 
rules} by not eating: out or by J imiting consumrtion to a re'i.'l I safe' dishes. 
This mclY be, and often is) accomplished qui te unobtrusively, Cl:ld the individual 
concerned may Cive no clue. 2:.S to the rcasoa for his behaviour. 
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TABLE 9.1 KASliRUTH (DTET1,RY J,A"vIS L O}3SERV!,HC~, 

-~-- - I ---, , 

J Degree of observance No. % 
. - - -+ 

Observ'3 fully at home and outside 37 13 

Observe fully at home only 53 19 
_.- ------- '-

Observe some dietary 18.\>18 111 39 _. 
I Do 

I No 

- --
not observG at all 80 28 

I 

I 2 1 ---1 response 
. - ------.. - - - - -----

---w-[_28_3---!-r=:._'OU::j - - ._. .-.--

TABLE 9 .2 REASOll"S FOR KASHRUTH ODS:SRVANCE. 

PERCENTAGES. 

Response % 

=l±====---
Ob serve kashruth for relJ.giollB reasons 23 

-----.--- ----HL---
In erder to identify/traditio~ 22 

--------'-----------------it---
For sa~~ of children 12 

-----,-_._---------
Habi t / upbringing/happier 23 -----\ 

-----.---.---
For sake of parents, relatives, spouse 10 _.\ 

Healthy/tasty/rationalization 6 
------------_._ --_. - -1+--- -------_·-

Do~lt knew/no renpollse 3 
.-~~---.-- .-.­----'-'" '===--:::'::'-._.-._-- .. -----:--=--=-'---~": 

Total obse r ve kanhr th: No. 203 

J.~o not ouserv[' ka;.;hruth: ::0" 80 

No. 
.- '--·- --------.. _ .. 1 II 2En i 

_ ..... 11.1..1. _ _ __ I 
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TABLE 9,3 OBSERVANCE OF KASHRUTH X REASONS FOR OBSr;p.V.ANCE 

I 
REASONS FOR OBSERVANCE 
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only L ., 

(o-e) ~ Ie 4.05 .73 .57 
r---- --

Observe some 47 48 107 
l a\·;rs 

r--' I ? I 7.38 (o-e)-/e 

~ 
.51 

i== -

II 
.. -

Total l,7 69 79 
1
195 

Degrees of Freedom - 4 Chi square = 23.05 p< .001 
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mi tzvoth. Strict observance of these mitzvoth, then, is a reliable indicator 

of a _~neral ly high level of observance, although the converse does not hold. 

(i.e. a high level of observance of other mitzvoth does not indicate observance 

of these private mitzvoth). Ibere is a similar relationship between observance 

of the private mitz:9th and religious conviction. Table 9.8 shows that most 

who observe regularly or completely are high-scorers on both the Religious · 

Belief and Religious C"nservatism attitude scales, but that for partial or non-

observance there is no significant relationship. 

(b) Returning to Table 9.4, read in conjunction with Tables 9.S and 9.7, it can 

be seen that all other private mi tzvoth mentioned, also have pub lic or domes tic 

aspects, while three are ceremonial as well as ritual in nature. With the 

exception of -grace after meals, which is observed no more frequently than 

ber.t.edictions, the remainder - avoidance of leaven on Passover,. mortuary rites and 

memorial rites - are t .otally neglected by only a very small proportion of 

responden ts. It is interesting that in the case of avoide.nce of leaven, 

Table 9.8 indicates that degree of observance corresponds on the "hole, with 

scores on the two religious attitude scales. 

(c) The public mitzvoth · of a ceremonial nature are, as Table 9.S shm;s, observed 

by almost all respondents. These include mortuary and memorial rites, 

circumcision and bannitzvah of sons, and the m8.rriage ceremony. The one 

exception is batmitzvah of daughters- but this is an innovation by the 

Reform moveruent Hhich, t1tough adopted by some Orthodox congregations) is not a 

part of orthocox Jewish tradition. As might be expected, observance of thes e 

mitzvoth gives no clue as to the genc.ral pattern of observance or belief of the 

indi vidual. Even non-obsei"vance) as far as this particular sample is 

concerned, does not reflect a high dp-gree. of alienation since this was due in 

. l' f . J' - - 12 most cases to temporary J.80 atlon rom an oygan1.zed e\vlsh communlty. 

--------------------
12. One respondent ':vhose sons had been ci rcurJcised by a doctor, was livi ng in 
Kenya at t he time. It should be noted t oo th at the Reform moven:ent permits 
circumcision by a doctor \vith the ri tual performed by an attending Rahb:. In 
practice, hO",leVer, most seem to prefer the orthodox circumcision by a moh~ 
(ritual circumciser). 
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(d) Table 9.5 indicates that the most freque.ntly observed public mitzvoth of a 

.ritual nature, aTe those relating to Nel< Year and the Day of Atonement. Hhile, 

on the one hand, they involve only three days per annum (tl<O, in the case of 

Reform Jews) thei r widespread observance cannot be explained in those terms only . 

These three days are the ![,ost solemn in the Je"ish calendar and are occasions 

for repentance and prayer. On New Year the synagogue service talces anything up 

to six hours, whi Ie on the Day of Atonement the service continues throughout 

the day and worshippers fast from sundown to sundown. On these days, it may 

be easily ob.served, by Jew and non-Jew alike, that many (if not most) Jewish 

businesses a~ld offices are closed and that synagogues are packed to capacity -

some even organizing additional . f overflm,,' services . Certainly casual 

observation suggests that observance of the so-called High Festivals has been 

extret:Jely dt:rable · and might be thought of as the most irksome set of mitzvoth 

whose observance, more or less completely, is a sine qua non of being a Jew. 

However, they are not as universally observed as, for example, circumcision of sons 

while, like kashru_th, there is a good deal of room for variability in the degree 

of observance. Unlike kashruth, however, Table 9.8 shows that there is an 

overall correspondence be tween observance of NeH Year and Atonement and degree 

of religious conviction, while Table 9.6 s hows that those who do not observ2, 

fall significantly belDl' the median of the self-rating scale, 'I am a person 

with a strong feeling of being Jewish - with no feeling of being Je"ish' . 

(e) St i ll referring to Table 9.5, the next most frequently observed public 

mi tzvoth relate to Pesac'2., Shavuoth a''1.d Succoth and to synagogue attendance.. 

Observance of the thre·'2 festivals consists, for mos t respondents, of attendance 

at evening services and the practice of ,some of the domestic rituals and 

c.eremonies connected with them . Few, however, attend morning services or stay 

away from work. Wi th regard t o synagogue attendance, those "ho attend services 

week ly or more often are inc1t:ded in the category 'Regularly/completely', and 
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those who attend monthly or on all three days of the High Festivals (or two in the 

case of Reform Jews) are included in the second category. It 'should, however, 

be noted that most who attend weekly, attend evening services only and, very 

often, primarily because they like the cantor or preacher. Turning no" to the 

relationship between patterns of festival observance and synagogue attendance, 

on the one hand, and religious conviction, on the other, Table 9.8 shows that 

in both cases, complete or regular observance is related to high-scores on 

the two scales while non-observance is related to low~scores. Partial 

observance, however, does not reflect the degree of religious belief or 

conservatism and is, as has been suggested in the discussion of kashruth, 

probably motivated by the desire to identify as Jews. 

(f) The least frequently observed of the public mitzvoth are those relating 

to the Sabbath. Thus, it is not unexpected, as Table 9.8 shows, that 

strict observance corresponds with high-scores on the religious sub-scales, 

while partial or non-observance are quite unrelated to religious conviction. 

The reasons for the infrequency of Sabbath observance are fairly obvious: 

Sabbath falls weekly, on the busiest business day of the week, and also on a 

day on which many sports fixtures take place. Add to this the irksomeness 

of the prohibitions and the fact that their observance would preclude both work 

and sport, and it becomes clear why the public and private aspects of Sabbath 

observance are widely ignored. Insofar as the Sabbath is observed at all, 

this is primarily through Friday evening synagogue attendance and, to a greater 

extent, through the domestic ceremonies which are discussed belm,. 

(g) As a group, as Table 9.7 shows, it is the mitzvoth involving home a.nd 

family that are most frequently and completely observed. Sabbath (as well a.s 

festivals) i s observed primarily by the lighting of candles, the reciting of 
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PUBLIC NITZVOTR OBSERVANCE 
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The category "Regularly/completely" includes a fairly ",ide 

range of actual observance. The main characteristics are 

that these respondents do not work but attend synagogue 

on the three days concerned . 

"Partial" refers to non-ritual circumcision by doctor. 

An innovation not regarded as necessary or binding. 

"Regularly/completely" refers to Jewish religious ceremony; 

"Occasionally/Partially" refers to civil marriage ceremony. 

No respondents were married by Christian rites. 
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a specia.l benediction over wlne (kidd.ush), and a festive meal. 13 In addition, 

Pesach (Pas sover) is marked by the organization of, or participation i n, a 

family (frequently, the extended family) seder. The ~der, apart from a 

festive meal, is a fairly lengthy ceremony in '.hich the story of the exodus 

from Eg-fpt is related, and the freedom of the Children of Israel from slavery 

is commemorated. There are sever,,-l symbolic objects and foods on the table 

which invite attention and discussion, and children demonstrate some of what 

they have learnt at cheder by asking the 'four questions' (to >Thich the 

narrati ve of t he exodus from Egypt is the ans>ler), or by e},""plaining the meanlng 

of the symbols to the adults. Also related to Passover, is the . avoidance of 

leaven and the eating of ruatzah (unleavened bre ad) for eight days. This 

entails a total taboo on certain foods, and the use of others which are 

certified fi t for Passover by the Je.wi sh Ecclesiastical Court (Beth Din). 

It also involves the ritual cleansiug or changing of utensils which normally 

come i nto contact ,,,ith leaven, and a thorough spring-cleaning of the home, 

culminating in the ceremonial burning of the last crumbs of leaven on the 

morning before Passover. Although it is likely that many respondents who 

claimed to observe completely the mi tzvoth. r e lating to Passover, made the claim 

out of ignorance, it does at least indicate that they did participate in a 

tradi tional ceremony at home, that some ri tual cleansing had been performed and 

14 
that leaven was not us ed . 

The relationship of all these mitzvoth to religious conviction varies . 

Observance of the seder and taboos relating to leaven are , like observ2.nce of 

New Year and Atonement, amenable to considerable variation and , as Table 9.8 

shm:rs , exhibit an overall correspondence wi th the degree of religious belief and 

13. This Has not ascertained in the final que s tionnaire. Nevertheless it is 
cormnon knm'lledge that even if lighting c .: ndles and kiddush are not observed, the 
festive m'2nl is usually retained and oembers of t he family are often invited. 
This assertion \·1as supported by the pilot study. 

14 . The category 'occasionally/partially' inc1 udes those who obseTve s ome c£ the 
m'itzyoth relating to leaven at home, but do Eat bother 200ut it outside. At home , 
they are mainly concerned th at there should be !ratzah and 110 bread 01:- othe '.c obvious 
leaven, but make little or not effort to ccnformto all the food taboos . 
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conservatism. Ligh ting of candles ex.'libi t leas t correspondence wi th the two 

sub-scales, insofar as only non-observance is related to lot., scores. Kiddush 

occupies an intermediate position, with kashruth, in that regular observance 

corresponds lvith high scores, non-observance with low scores, and occasional 

observance with either high or low scores. 

The two domestic mitzvoth which are least frequently observed - grace after 

meals and the lighting of Channuka candles - must now be explained. Although 

the first of these may be regarded as being something of a family ceremony on 

sabbath and holy days, it. is apparently closely related to religious conviction, 

as Table 9.8 shows, inasmuch as regular observance corresponds with high scores. 

On the other hand, those respondents \,ho observe the mi tzvah partially (that is, 

recite grace only on S"bbath and holy days), may be either high- or low-scorers. 

With r egard t:o the lighting of Channuka candles, although this is not irksome, 

it is also not accompanie d by synagogue se rvice s , kiddush, fes ti ve meals, rules 

or prohibitions, "hile the candles must be li.t every night for eight night$. 

In addition, Channuka also generally falls during the December summer vacation 

when many people are a'Nay from home. 

(h) Given the patterns of observance described above , the question arose as to 

whether any mi tzvoth tended to go together. 

15 

In the first place an attempt was 

made to construct a Guttman scale. This did not succeed, as Table 9.9 

illustrates, since the more frequently mitzvoth are observed the more random 

are their relationships to other mitzvoth observed. Thus while it may be pre-

dicted that a man who does not use a razor, for example , will tend to observe most 

other mi tzv:>th, predictability decreases in respect of someone who observes the 

Sabbath, and is 8.lmost zero for observance of New Year and Atonement. ·"'hi Ie 111 

the last-mentioned case one may predict that something else may be observed, 

IS. " Guttman (19 1,4,1947) proposed a non-metric method for scaling attitude items. 
Thi.s method is based upon the idea that items can be arranged in an order such 
that an individual who responds positively to any part.icular item also responds 
positively to all other items having a lOWer rank. If items can be arr anged in 
this manner, the.y are said to be scalable." (Shaw and Hright 1967, p.25). 
Guttman I s technique is also referred to as scale analysis or the scalogram 
technique. 
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it is ex.tremely difficult to specify what it will be. This is further 

reflected in Table 9.10 in which correlations bet"een observance of the 

mitzvoth h ave been calcul&te d. Although several co-efficients exceed .40 none 

exceeds .59, so that no"here is perfect correlation approached. 

(i) The results of factor analyzing ten mitzvoth , Table 9 .11, is the emergence 

of two factors which, on examination, may perhaps be labe lled 'JeHish Identification' 

and 'Reli gious Commitment'. This, t o some extent , summarizes the discussion 

of the IT£aning of observance of mi tzvoth ilnd lends some support to the argument. 

It is now possible t o t e st the hypothese s postulated earlier . These s t ate 

that: 

(a) Private mitzvoth are likely to be observed primarily, if not only, by people 

who will also tend to observe other categories of mitzvoth, and will hold 

strong posi ti ve reli gious beliefs. 

(b) Non-reli gious Jel<B may use mi tzvoth as symbols of their identification with 

the Jewish group or, to put it another way, one who does not completely deny his 

JewishneBs ",ill observe at le as t some mi tzvoth . 

(c) The most durable mitzvo th ",ould be those performed in public or at hume . 

(d) Hoving along t he continuum from max.imal to minimal rel i gious observance, 

one find s th a t the rel ationship bet,,"een observance and religious belief 

approache s zero, but at the minimal extreme there may , though not necessarily, 

be a negilti ve r e lations hip . 

The data seem to Bupport, with little reservation, propositions (a) and (c). 

Hi th regar d to Cd), Table 9.8 shows that in three instances - New Year and the 

Da.y of Atonement, seder , and the a~loidance of leaven - the propos ition 15 not 

suppor t ed , and that there is a consistent r elationsh i p bet",een observan ce and 

b l
' .16 e let . Proposition (b) depends, to a l arge extent ) on Cd), afld is an attempt 

16 . Unfor tunate l y it lS only possible to relate observance of specific mitzvoth 
to reli Bious ~onvi;:tion. There i s no 't:Jay .of combinir.p; specific obs€rVa~:c2:S-'in t o 
c?n overall mea3ure. An atterJpt 't\'as mlide to obtain .. · .. 0.l.ghts for each m:t tz'vah by 
intcrvieH.i.ng all practising rabbis i n Johannesburg - btJt it ,.;as i rrf>0ssit;le-to 
achieve C0ncensus. 
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TABLE 9 . 7 HOME Mm FAIvlILY tHTZYOTH O}lSERVi\NCE 
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TABLE 9.8 

I 

OBSERVMICE OF NITZVOTH X RELIGIOUS BELIEFS A,'lD RELIGIOUS 
CONSERVATISM ATTITUDE SUB SCALES : 

!!EDIAN TEST. 

RELIGIOUS 
, 
' RELIGIOUS 

MITZVAH BELIEFS I CON SERVATISH 
df ')(2. , p<. )(2 p<. 

Grace 2 ! 17.07 .001 

Brachoth 2 

15.411.001 

9.36 .01 

I 
12.20 .. 01 

14.
06

1 
Sabbath 2 .001 12.63 .01 

I I I 
-

I .OQ2 I Tefi1lin* 

I 
.002 

Use of Razor* . 014 I .075 

I 
.
004

11 Head covering* . 014 

_1 I , 
I I 

Candles I 2 17.74 I .001 1 8.57 I .02 

I -
Pesach , Shavuoth 2 29.67 .001 16.59 .001 
and Succoth 

Kiddush 2 10.10 .01 .001 

I 

I 

COH!1ENTS 

Most 1:./'ho ob3erve 

-~ 
I 
I 

==1 
I 

regul'ar1y or comp 
rai~a.h 
1etely 

ThOSE II are high-scorers . 
observing partial ly, I 
irregularly, seld om or not 

gh- or 10w-at all, may be hi 
scorers. 

All or mos t "ho 0 

tIli t~;vah regularly 
bserve· 
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artially are I 
Ti\ose 

irre gularly or p 
are high scorers". 
observing seldo:n or Eot 2t all 
may be high- or 1 m .. T- s core rs. I 

Those obser-ving 
--"1 

mi tzv.?h ' ----_.- , 
regularly, comp1e te1v, I 
partially or irre gularly may 
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Most who observe 
not at all are 1 
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comp letely or re 
high-scorers. 

seldom cr I 
QW-S corE: rs . , 
-------1 
mi tzvah I' 

gu1arly are I 
los t who Db-). 

serve se1darl .ot 2 t all ~ re or T' 

Kashruth 

attendanCE! 

3 40.41 

Synagogue 3 14.411 

I 18. 32 1 
.001 ' 37.13 . 001 low-scorers. Tt 

.01 12.14 . 01 
partially or l.rr. 

I be high- or 10w-:: 
I 1 

10se ObServ il!.8
1 ~g"J.!.aTly ma.y ~ 

-corers . I 

Seder 

Atonemenlr~;~8~OO~'112L-2-1-r---.--0-0-1-r-~il-~-~-~-~-:h--O-!h-O-o;-.:e:~:~~~lOf ----I 
II 21 35.67

1
1 

• 001 1 38.44 . 001 I correspondence ,d th SUb-scale,' 

~~~63 ...:.,00111 37.16 __ .O_O_l-"-l_sco!'_e_s_. ___ . ________ -'_ 

New Year, 

Leaven 

NOTE: 1'Fisher Exact Probability Test used as a t wo-tailed test - Le. obtained 
probabilities ,"ere doub l ed (Siegel 1956 ,pp.96-104) . 
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TABLE 9.10 CORRELATION HATHlX Fon TEN" MITZVOTH -----
--
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Sabbath .36 

~l~ .. ~ 1--. . . 
Se d er .30 .41 .40 I ,18 
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A I ;oi .23 .46 o:JC Dj 

, 
.--~- .. -

Pesacll,Shavuoth, .43 .1\-2 .42 f. .~ 
.t ./ • ~ 2 .48 
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f.--.- - -

L=l Nei'! YC2.r and .25. .47 . 40 .18 .H .59 .48 
Atonement ,I _. -
Synclt;oc,ue A:C f :L Ii B, t. i on 

I 
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NOTE: Siace these dat~ do not form interval scales, the Pearson r is 
not really appropriate and should be treated \\l'ith reservation. 
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.TABLE 9.11 O:SS~B.YANCE 0]' ~.lEN I'·lITZVO~'H: ROT 11'F.D ,-----------
FAC70~ f.1A1\RIX. ----------

--
I 

Mitzvah Identification Religious Con:mi t ment 

I II 

f-- . ----. - r-- -

E 
-

Kashruth - 7 

Candles 7 -
-----~ 

Kiddush 7 -
- - --... 

Sabbath - 8 
- --. -- ----Seder 6 -

------------- _____ J 
Leaven 6 4-

f--- -_.- -- .. -----
Pesach , Shavuoth, c; 6 -' 
Succoth 

New Year and 8 I 
.. 

Atonement 
I - --

Syn8.g ogue Attendallce 7 

±--.~--Synap;ogue Affiliation 7 
-- ----------

---'-J 
-----

NOTE: Observance of each mitzvah ,,,as scored on a 3-poir.t scale and the results 
sUbje"cted to a Principal COrnpOnE!Ilts Factor Analysis with Varirnax Rotation. 
Since the data do not form interval scales, the te chniqu~. is not, stri.ctly, 
applicab Ie and the res<llts should be trea ted with reservation. 

, I 
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to explain the instances of zero relationship. To the material already cited 

which supports the proposition, it may be added that the attempt to construct 

a Guttman scale did show that of a total of 283 respondents, only 19 did not 

b 1 h f h . h . 11 17 a serve at east tree ate ten IDltzvot part1a y. 

D. Religious Beliefs 

Scores on the two attitude scales, Religious Beliefs and Religious 

Conservatism, are, as Table 6.2 shows, normally distributed about their means 

and cover virtually the "hole range from most positive to most negative . 

;This r ep resents quite a different pattern of distribution from that exhibited 

by observance, and accounts for the low degree of relationship between them 

that has already been discussed. An examination of individual item scores, 

however, reveals even more dramatically the discontinuity between religious 

attitudes and behaviour. 

The seven items comprising the Religious Beliefs subscale probably includes , 

on the one hand, the i rreducible fundamentals of Judea-Christian belief, in 

general, and on the other hand, those of Judaism, i .n particular. In the first 

sense, there are the questions of God's attributes and of His revelation to 

man. In the second sense, there are the elements of unchangeability of God's 

revealed word, Israel's chosenness, and the centrality of observance. 

Attitudes to each of these items are shown in Table 9.12 . 

In the first place it may be noted that there i s a high degree of 

agreement on three items: 71% agreed with the statement that God is creator and 

guide, 69% that God is concerned wi th each individual and may be approached 

throu gh prayer, and 64% that God revealed His word on Mount Sinai and that it 

17. Each respondent was scored 1 for complete observance , 2 for partial 
observance and 3 for non-observance. The range of scores was, therefore, 
fr om 10-30. Partial obse rvance of at l eas t three mitzvoth (or complete 
observance of one and partial observance of a second) yieldad a score of 27. 
The ten mitzvoth used "ere: Kashruth; candles; Kiddush; Sabbath; seder; 
leaven; Pesach, Shavuoth and Succoth; New Year and Atonement ; synagogue 

affil.iation; synagogue attendance . 
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may not be changed. The item most frequently rejected was that dealing with 

Israel's chosenness - 57% disagreed and only 26% agreed. The second 

observation to be made from Table 9.12 is that only 42% believed that God 

rewarded the good and punished the wicked - a possible partial explanation 

of the idiosyncratic and piecemeal pattern of observance. Be this as it 

may, it is interesting, given patterns of observance, that more than half 

agreed that one should try to observe all the mitzvoth, and that only 31% 

disagreed. (The more specific question on attitude s to keshruth tallied 

fairly closely with actual observance of dietary laws). Even more 

surprising are the patterns of response to the items on the Religi ous 

Conservatism s cale. As Table 9.13 shows, 55%, as against 35%, found the 

Orthodox service inspiring; 51%, as against 40%, felt that it was better 

to remain even nominally Orthodox than to join a Reform congregation; 

although 62% agreed that Reform Judaism was a serious attempt to apply the 

basic principle of Judaism to modern life. 

The overall picture, then, is of a tendency towards fundamentali.sm in 

those. e lements which are common to both Judaism and Christianity. What is 

interes ting, bearing in mind patterns of actual observance , is that there is 

also a tendency towards conservatism in attitudes relating to the mitzvoth. 

It is suggested, in line with the argument ln the previ·ous section, that 

these attitudes reflect a desire to preserve traditional modes of identi-

fication rather than a belief in their religious efficacy. To take the 

argument even further: for most respondents, religi ous questions are resolved 

through certain basic beliefs in God, His attributes and His activities, 

whereas observance of mi tzvoth has relatively Ii ttle religious signifi cance for 

them. 

One final point which should be made in connection with the relation 

betHeen observance and belief is that it appears that most Jews make no 
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TABLE 9.12 

RELIGIOuS BELIEFS ATTITUDE SUB-SCALE: PERCENTAGE FREQUENCIES, 
MEANS Al'ID STANDARD DEVIATIONS. 

Item 

God is the creator of the 
universe an.d continue s to 
guide its destiny. 

The Torah (Bible) is the word 
of God given to the Je,7S 
through Moses on ,lount Sinai 
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TABLE 9.13 

RELIGIOUS CONSERVATISN ATTITUDE SUB-SCALE: PERCENTAGE 
FREQUENCIES, HEh'lS MID STMIDARD DEVIATIONS . 

Percentages 
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on '" '" '" Item '" ... .... on 
"0 '" '" ~ '" '" ~ ,.., 

'" -0 ,.., 
on ... .... on 
I:l on tJ '" I:l 
0 

~ ~ I ~4J g . ... 

U .., 01"'1 C I ~ oW '" '" '1:j ;::1 I m CIl ::;:: 
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1 26 11 1 35 1 20 1S a source of inspirat jon and 9 3.3 1. 29 
s piritual satisfaction to me. 

It is better to remain loyal to tl 
f-

I traditional Judaism even if one 
129 is not very observant rather 11 8 35 16 3.2 1. 32 

th an join a ,Reform 
congre gat i on. 
--

Reform Judaism is a serious I 

attempt to apply the basic 
5 20 13 56 6 2 .6 1.02 

principles of Judaism to I modern life . 
I -

The Reform synagogue service Lr is uninteresting and 34 118 12 3.0 1. II, 
uninspiring . 

i 
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distinction in the i r Q-,m minds between being r eligious and being observant. 

Thus, as can be seen in Tab Ie 9.14, t he t wo seven-point se lf-rating scales 

"I am a religious/irreligious person" and III am an observant/non-observant. 

Jew", exhibited a significantly hi gh relat ionship. 

TABLE 9.14 

SELF-RATING SC.!li,ES ON THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION: "A VERY 
OB8ERVANf!::C;·lPLETl::LY NON OBSERVAXT JEI, " X "A VERY RELIGIOUS! 
A COl1PLE'iiLY rmLIGIOUS PERSON" : l-IEDIAN TEST. 

RELIGIOUS 

I 
Medi an 

and - below 

I OBSERVAi;T I above Hedian Total 

-. ---T. -
Hedi an and above 161 25 I 186 

2 
20. 66 (o-e) !e I 9 .91 

l I 
Be 1o;, _ Hedian ~ 14 59 73 

,:::e)2!e ~_==I __ ~5 . 27 52.58 I 
I 

. 

Total I 175 84 259 

Degrees of Freedom = 1 Chi square = 105.57 p<. .001 

E . Differences between Jews affi li ated to Orthodox and .Feform Congregat j~on£ 

In the discuss;.on of the r21e.tion between synagoBue ' affi liation and the 

attitude sub"scales in Chapter Si x , it was found that ther-o was no difference 

between Orthodox and Re form Jews , but that togethe r they differed significantly 

from the non-affiliated. The one exception was t hat Reform Jews expressed 

greate r "illingness to mix with non-J ews· - au attitude which may be related t o 

the fact that sign ificantly fewer Reform Jews -were born in Eastern Europe 

(Tab I e 9 .15) . 

Re sponse patte rns on the s elf-rating scales III am a religious /irreligious 

person" and III am an oD.3ervant!non-obse.rvGi.1t Je~v" arc simi lar to those on the 

. I 



- 218 -

Religious Beliefs and Religious Conservatism sub-scales: there are no significant 

differences between Reform and Orthodox adherents, although the former did rate 

themselves as being somewhat less religious (Table 9.15). 

Cross-tabulations of Orthodox/Reform affiliation against several behavioural 

(i.e. action tendencies) and biographical variables were subjected to the chi 

square test of significance. The results are presented in Table 9.15. Turning 

first to religious behaviour, it can be seen that for the one example selected, 

kashruth, Reform Je«s are significantly l ess observant than Orthodox Je«s. This 

is in line wi th the attitude of the Reform movement that the mitzvoth are neither 

obligatory, nor even necessary, and that their observance is a matter of personal 

choice. Clearly, in rating themselves as r el igious and as observant as do 

Orthodox Jews, Reform adherents mean something different by the terms. It is 

interes t ing , too, that proportionately more Reform than Orthodox J ews regard 

themselves as being more observant nm" (i .e. during the period of fieldwork) than 

they had been before. This supports a frequent asser tion by the Reform rabbinate 

that the movement 'recaptured' Je«s who had been drifting away from the fold. 

Although the author found in a study (forthcnniing) of Jewish university 

students in 1969, that those ,'ho belonged to the Reform movement had received 

les·s Je'ilish education than Orthodox youth, no significent differences have been 

found in the p1·esent study . lbere is also no significant difference in the 

general educational level of the GIO grou?s . 

.. 'hat does appear to be significant is background. \,'hile both g roups have a 

similar proportion of local-born adherents, all Eastern European-born respondents 

but onQ, are Orthodox. On the other hand, though this could not be tested for 

significance, proportionately more Central European Je«s belonge d to Reform. 

This is probably due partly to the str.:mgeness of ·the Reform service for Eas ten1 

European Jews, and part ly to the exis tence of Re form in Germany for many years. 

It should be noted that no re lationship be ·tweea age and synaeogue affiliation 

"as fo und. 
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TL'.llLE 9. 15 

SYNAGOGUE AFFILIATION (ORTHODOX - REFOR}!) X 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND BEHAVIOURAL VARIABLES AND 

SELF-RATING SCALES: CHI-SQUARE TEST 

VARIABLE df Xl. p< COMMENTS 

Age - - - No significant differences irrespective 
of the number of categories into which 
ages are grouped . 

Generati on 1 5 . 39 .05 Chi ,quare value made up al mos t entirely 
by smaller number of Reform adherents 
born in Eastern Europe . 

General Education - - - No significant differences irrespective 
of the number of categories into which 
educational standard is divided . 

J ewish Education 1 2.67 .20 No significant differences. 
Standard 

Observant 
(Self··Rating) 1 .82 .50 No significant differences. 

I 

Religious 1 2.01 .20 No significant differences, though chi squar 
(Self-Rating) made up al most entirely of larger number 

of Reform adherents rating themselves as 
l ess r eligious 

Kashruth 1 36.25 .001 Reform adherents obs erve kashruth 
Observance significantly less than expected; orthodox 

adherents disregard kashruth significantly 
less than expected . 

Changes in 1 3.16 .10 Chi square made up almost entirely of 
Observance larger number of Reform adherents who are 

NOTE: 

n m" more observant t han previously . 

In calculating chi 'squares, respondents either affiliated to, or 
indicating preference for , one of the two movements were included. 
Those who Here neither affiliated, nor indicated any preference, were 
omitted from the calculation. 
All chi squares have been corrected fo r continuity (see Siegel 
1956,p.l07). 

I 

e 
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It may be concluded that in Johannesburg, at any rate, there is little 

relation between the degree of identific.ation and OrthodGx and Reform affiliation. 

On the other hand, as Chapters Six &nd Seven show, the differcnees between 

Jews affiliated to either movement and those who were n01: eo affiliated, are 

apparent all along the line: in attitudes , in observance of mitzvoth, and in 

patterns of social relations. 

F. Conclusions 

It was hypothesized in Chapter Two, that "apart from the mos t strictly 

orthodox section of the community, there is little relati ons~lip bet"een religious 

belie fs and practices. Thus peop le .,ho observe few taboos, rituals or other 

rules may have s trans posi ti ve religio.us at ti tudes while, converse l y , even those 

who believe very little, will tend to observe at least some practices. /i'his is? 

because religious practices are modes of Je.wish identificetion rathe r than 

expressions of religious fe e ling ... " (p.14, above). The findin gs presented in this 

Chapter appear to confirm the hypothesis. Thus while the majority of 

respondents be lieved in the basic tenets of Judaism, relatively few express ed 

their faith through maximal observance of the mitzvoth. Furthermore, apaTt 

from a small proportion who were either religious and observcnt, or 

irreli gi ous and completely non- obse rvant, there was little relationship between 

behavi.our and the degree of belief, and few people, even if they believed little, 

did not observe at least some mitzvoth. It Y,fas argued, there fore, tha t 

observance of mi tzvoth was primarily a Ir.eans of identification, rat.:her t h an of 

religious commitment - a conclusion further suppor t ed by evidence of the greater 

durabi Ii ty of pub lie and domesti c illi tzvoth as compaoced wi th pri ve.tely-perfo.lUed 

ri tuals. 

As a means o f signalling Je.wish identity, then , obsBrvance of mitzvo t h, 

the major component of traditional Jewish culture, ha.s the same status as 

non-traditional elements - a point which was argued in the previDtls Chapter. 

I 



- 221 -

It should, however, be clear, both from the discllssion of Jewish educ~tion, as 

Io1e11 as from what has been said in the . present Chapter, that the traditional elements 

are seen as being the essence of Jewish cult:ure end, it might be added, as being the 

link between Jews of all countries today and throughout history. 

The high level of synagogue affiliation (noted in Chapter Seven), the 

emphasis placed upon providing children with a Jewish education (noted in 

Chapters Eight and Ten), and the pattern of synagogue attendance and observance 

of mitzvoth (Chapter Seven and the present Chapter), co·rrespond with Herberg's 

(1955, pp.191-198) observation among American JeHs, that both religious 

observances and a good deal of the institutiona l life of the synagogue has 

become "secularized and drained of religious content" (ibid., p .196). There 

is no support, however, for Herberg's hypothesis explaining the wide-spread 

"return", in the United States, of the grandchildren of illEigrants (the so-calle d 

third generation) to the religion of their grandparents. Specifically, the 

hypothesis holds (ibid., Chapters Two and Three) that second generation Je<TS 

(as well as other immigrant groups) rebelled against the foreignness of their 

parents, while they themselves tried to become more Americanized. Since 

ethnic identity had, for the immigrants, become tied to the synagogue or 

church, the second generation rejected religion as the. symbol of their parents' 

foreignness . However, the great American dream of the melting pot did not 

work out in practice. For one thing, the 'old AmericaTls' - Protestant, 

Anglo-Saxons - did not accept the chi Idren of the immigrants; for another, the 

second generation had not totally rejected their parents or their culture. 

However, says Herberg (op.cit., pp.30-31): 

"Th", third generation, in short, really managed to get rid of the 

immigrant foreignness, the hopelessly double alienation of the generation 

that preceded it; it became ~erican in a sense that had b e en, by and 

large, impossible for the immigrants and their children. That prob lem, 

at least,was solved; but its solution paradoxically rendered more acute 
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the perennial problem of , belonging' and self-identification. They were 

Am.ericans, but what kind of ArI'.ericans? .. But what group could 

they be long to? The old-line ethnic group, "ith its foreign language 

and culture, was not for them; they were Americans. But the old family 

religion, the old ethnic religion, could serve ' >lhere language and culture 

could not; the religion of the immigrants - ~"ith certain modifications, 

such as the replacement of the ethnic l anguage by English - was accorded a 

place in the American scheme of things that made it at once both genuinely 

AIDeri can and a familiar principle of group identification." 

Thus the third generation re-emphasized the ir identity in the same ",ay as the 

original immigrants, and in the only legitimate manner in A,-nerica: through 

religion. 

It is suggested that this hypothesis is simply not applicable to JeW3 in 

South Africa . In the first place, there ",as no ideal of the melting pot: 

while acculturation ",as desirable, and desired, as a more effective means of 

adapting to and e :Kp loiting the new environment, there "as no ideal of "South 

Africanization". The Jew had to a,dapt to both Afrikaners and Englishmen -

generally preferring the cuI ture of the latter - wi thont being accepted by, cr 

wanting to become assimi lated into. ei ther gronp. There 'Yyas J therefore, 

considerably less pressure, in South Africa than in Americ~, on Jews .-

18 
immigrants or the ir children - to renounce their distinctive identity 

Furthermore, religion was not the only legitimate expression of ethnic. identity: 

19 Alexander points out that the Zionist movement had an extensive follOwing 

among South African JeHS ever since its inception at the eCld of the l as t century, 

and in many sma11er centres, Jevlish community, synagogue congregation, and 

Zionist society were co-extensive. It appears that Zionism, despite its 

18. For a brief, but more detailed discussion of pluralistic ideology 1n South 
Africa, see Chapter ' Ten, Section F. 

19. Alexander, Jack : I South African Zionism', Chapter Four in Saran and 
Hotz (1955). 
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nationalist and political nature, was not perceived to be in conflict with an 

overarching loyalty to South Africa, and, in fact, received the sympathetic 

support of early non-Jewish politicians like Nationalist Party Prim" Minister 

Herzog and United Party leader Smuts. It is suggested, therefore, that since , 

in South Africa,it was quite legitimate for Je"s to be openly involved in a 

nationalist movement., and since a large and ever-increasing proportion of Jews 

expressed their ethnic identity in these terms, religion "as less important 

than in the United States. · l~e second generation did r.ot feel it necessary 

to abandon their religion, they simply continued a trend, initiated by the 

immigrants themselves, of a drift !!May from strict adherence to orthodox Jewish 

traditions. However, this did not deprive them of an anchor for their 

ethnicity: the Zionist movenent provided this. The third g"neration, therefore, 

also had ·no need to "return" to religion to express their ethnic idettt i ty. 

The South African material, then, suggests that Herberg's hypothesis requires 

considerable modificati on if it is to be applicable to iIDilligrant situations 

outside the United Stetes . 
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CHAPTER TEN 

OTHER FINDINGS 

A. Introduction 

In the preceding Chapters, major dimensions of Jewish identification have 

been dealt with: attitudes and sentiments; formal and informal social 

relations; cultural characteristics; moral and ethical values; and 

religion. There remain a number of aspects of identification on which less 

information is available, . as well as the findings pertaining to the relationship 

lof Jews to South Africa, which mus t still be discussed. 

B. Zionism 

Zionism has been re ferred to during the course of discussions of 

attitudes, of associational participation, and of charitable contributions. 

Of most interest, however, was the difficulty which was experienced in finding 

items with sufficient ly high discriminative powers for the construction 

of an attitude scale (Table 3.1 and Chapter Six), because of the overwhelmingly 

positive attitudes on this dimension. This, together " i th other findings on 

this dimension, tends to confirm the popular belief, both locally and elsewhere, 

that the South African J ewish community is a Zionist community. 

TI1is is manifested in strong pro-Israel sentiments, the desire of many to 

emigrate (or for their children to emigra t e) to Israel, and in considerable 

support of financial drives for Israel. However, whereas prior to the 

establishment of the State of Israel i n 1948, Zionism involved a degree of 

ideological commitment, the impression gained from responses to questions about 

Zionist activities (Appendix A, questions 21 and 22 - untabulated) was that 

this aspect has nm. virtually disappeared. With regard to the possible conflic t 

between a strong pro-Israe l orientation and loyalty to South Africa, it ",ill be 
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shOlm later in the Chapter that there is l ittle, if any, connection. 

Zi onism or, mure. precisely , a pro-Israel orientation, is a virtually 

universal aspect of Jewish identification in Johannesburg and, for many, the 

only one. 

C. Antisemitism and Selfhatred 

In the discussion of Jews as a ~loral community it "as suggested that f ear 

of discrimination against them by non-Jews has reinforced the feeling of 

Jewish interdepecdence anti of security uithin the group. That antisemitism i s 

seen as eVEr-present and potentially threatening is ref lec t ed in re.sponses to 

several attitude scale i t ems (Tables 10 .• 1 and 10 .15), Thus, Table 10.1 shoHs 

that 44% felt that Jews tried to intrude into circles ",he r e they were not war,ted; 

58% were of the op i nion that discri 'nation Hgainst non-whites in South Africa 

could at any time be tran s ferred and directed against Jews ; and 49% disagreed 

with the statement that the Nat ional Par ty government has conclusively shown 

that it ",i ll never alloH antisemitism to take root in the Republic, These 

beliefs are partly rooted In the realities of South African life - if not so 

much at present as in the recent pas t . Thus many Je"s, no" in their sixties 

or mo r e , claim that t h ey Here unable to obtain e.mp l oyment in the civi.l service 

or hTith certain pri vCite firms during the twen ties and thirties; Jews were in 

the pas t, ce r tainly, ,-,ot alt,ays "elcome as members of sports and social clubs 

or as pupils i n private schools; Je\Vs ,.,ere not a h .;ray s permitted to j oin any 

political party; and, of COUI'se) at various time s antisemitism has manifested 

itself in violent action agai nst J e"s and their property, in parliamentary 

debates, in legislati.on designed to limlt Je"ish immigration, and i n such 

demonstrations as that against the admission of Jel.'ish refugees from Nazi 
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Germany at the beginning of the 
I war. Today, overt antisemitism is barely 

discernible and has little direct effect on the day-to- day lives of South 

African Jews. Thus in the pilot schedule, a question on personal experiences 

of antisemitism ,.,as dropped because no-one could recall any specific instances. 

Nevertheless, the idea of Jews as a distinct category persists. Thus the 

South African Jewish Board of Deputies, a representative federation of Jewish 

congregations and institutions throughout the Republic, publishes a weekly 

news digest, derived from the English and Afrikaans press, which includes a 

special secti.on of Jewish interest. While most of the items in this section 

deal with Israel, which is newsworthy in its own right, and with Jewish 

personalities "'ho are not necess arily identified as such in the reports, there 

are others in "'hich ethnicity is irrelevan t but nevertheless mentioned. 
2 

Antisemitism, both as a threat and a reality, then, provides at least a 

partial explanation of the Je",ish exclusiveness observed in the Chapte r on 

Social Relations, as well as of Jewish attitudes to South Africa. 

Whether antisemitism has led to whet Kurt Lewin (1948, pp.186-200) has 

termed "se1fhatred" is difficult to determine. Lewin postulated that where 

minority-group membersh ip is an obstacle to the attainment of valued goals, 

the consequent frustration may, among some individuals, lead to selfhatred 

i.e. strong nega tive feelings towards the group, its characteristics and the 

individual's own identification wi th it. One of the manifestat ions of thi s 

1. Numerous references to pre-World Har II antisemitism are to be found 
in Alan Paton, Hofmeyr, Londoi1 1964, and elsewhere. 

2. Exampl es of twa such items, as they appear in the South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies, News Digest, "Items of Jewish lnte.rest" are 
ci ted below: 

S.A. Financial Gazette: 25.2.72 - Referring to the collapse of a l arge 
Durban finance and investment house, Sidarel, the directors are described 
as "typi cal of Durban's tightly-knit Je",ish cOlmnunity", while the rise of the 
business "for Durban1s JeHish community (the main investors in Sic!arel») .... 
must have seemed too good to be true". 

Die Vaderland: 17.3.72 - A letter criticizing the paper fo r ahlays drawing 
attention-co-the religion or or~gln of a person, especially if charged 
with some offence, when that person ',<as Je",ish. Examples are quoted. 
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TABLE 10.2 

RESPOl,SES TO QL'ESTION: "DO YOU THINK THAT THE 

BEHAVIOUR OF JEI, S CONTRIBUTES TO THE SPREAD OF 

ANTISEMlTISH?" A."lD IF SO, "\-THAT IN THE 

BEHAVIOUR OF JEWS CONTRIBUTES TOI-IARDS 

ANTISEl1ITIS~I? " 

\1 
RESPONSE 

Jews do not contribute to antisemitism 

Jews have a negative a tti"tude l:or,yards gentiles 
and regard themselves as superior 

Je>lS are dishones t, hard in business - especially 
in relation to gentiles 

Je"s a re pushy, showy, aggressive, thrnu their 
weight around, loud, generally behave badly 

Jews cause antisemiti sm just because they exist 
and have different habits, accent, gestures 

Je,"Ts are clannish 

Jews are ambitious, successful and non-Jews are 
jealous 

Jews too anti-government/ left-wing/libeLal 

Mis cell aneous and unspecified 

TOTAL RESPONSES 

NO RESPONSE 

TOTAL RESPONDENTS 

-
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selfhatred, is that the majority-group's pejorative evaluation is accepted 

by the minority group member. As Lewin puts it (1948 p.194): " .•.• members of the 

lower social strata tend to accept the fashions, values, and ideals of the 

higher strata. In the case of the underprivileged group it means that their 

opinions about themselves are greatly influenced by the low esteem the majority 

has for them". 

In earlier studies by Herman (1945,pp.70ff.) and Lever (196 8,pp .83-84), it 

is suggested that there is little evidence of selfha tred among Johannesburg 

J ews . In the present study, however·, Tables 10.1, 10.2, 8.1 and 8.2 reflect 
! 
' critical appraisals of Jews by some respondents. Furthermore, Table 10.3 

Shm.1S that of 48 respondents who listed negative traits as being 

characteristics of Je"s, 27 said that they themselves did not share those 

trai ts. The data are, nevertheless, not conclusive since they provide no 

evidence relating to either rejection of the group or to self-rejection. 

D. Jewish survival and the parent-child relationship 

The strong desire by Jews to survive as a distinct entity has been 

referred to in the discussions of responses to the attitude scale (Chapter Six), 

patterns of social relations (Chapter Seven), and Jewish education (Chapters 

Six and Eight) . This desire is also reflected 1n the aspirations of parents 

for their children. Table 10.4 shows that 80% of parents of unmarried 

children in the sample strongly desired, and a further 15% preferred, that 

these children should bring up their children as Jews. That many parents see 

this continuity of Jewish identity as being expressed through Je"ish 

tradition , is shown in Table 10.5, where 41% and 67% respectively would prefer 

their children to observe kashruth and/or other customs when they have their 

own homes. 

The question "hich nOl< arises is what parents do towards the realization 
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of these aspirations. Apart from the observance of various customs in their 

own homes, at least some of which were extensively observed by respondents 

in general (Chapter Nine), parents of schoolgoing children were asked about 

their children's Jewish education and their observance of Sabbath and 

festivals. Their responses are given in Tables 10.6, 10.7 and 10.S. 

From these Tables it would appear that most parents do make some attempt to 

ensure that their children are exposed to those external agencies of 

socialization - the synagogue and cheder or day school - which they believe 

will foster Jewish identification. · Furthermore, parents' insistence (or at 

: least encouragement) that · children should stay away from school and other 
! 
activities on Sabbath and festivals, should observe some prohibitions, and 

should attend synagogue, is another indication of their practical concern. 

Another extremely important aspect of Jewish survival is the attitude 

towards endogamy. It has already been noted, in Chapter Six, that there "as 

an over.'helmingly negative reaction to the statement that a Jewish boy should 

give up his Jewishness if this impeded his marriage to a gentile girl. In 

the next section we discuss, in greater detail, the quest ion of inter-

marriage. 

E. Intermarriage and Jewish survival 

Like the United States and Britain, South Africa's macr1age laws do not 

require a bride and groom to state their religious affiliations . It is 

therefore impossible to determine exactly the extent of intermarriage bet<1eeil 

Jews and non- Jews or to discover any trends over a period of years. It has 

been argued elsevlhere (Dubb 1970 and in press) that only a very large sample 

of the total popUlation could yield even a reasonable approximation of an 
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3 intermarriage. rate. Certainly a samp l e of just under 300 people, responding 

affirmatively to the question "Are you a Jew?", is quite inadequate for the 

purpose. 

Nevertheless the present study is useful insofar as it reflects some of 

the characteristics of intermarriage as well as prevaili~g attituces relating 

to it. Deali~g first with the characteristics of intermarriage, we see from 

Table 10.9 that 42% of responsents have one or more close relatives "'ho have 

marri.ed out, while Table 10.10 indicates that 5 of the respcndents were 

themselves not born Jews, · that 11/230 had m:2rried non-Je,,'s and that 9/81 

children of responsents had done likewise. 1I1hi I e there may be some overlap 

between the two Tables, it is apparent that almost half the sample had 

experience of intermarriage within the immediate family. Although it was 

not established in the present study whether outmarrying relatives , apart from 

children, had remained within the Jewish fold, this \olas ascertained in the 

author's e2rlier study (Dubb 1970, Table 1). Of 20 relatives mentioned , six 

gentile spouses h&d co~,verted to Judaism while in the remaining fourteen cases 

neither spouse had adopted the religion of the other . In the present study, 

Table 10.10 shows that of 25 non-Jewish respondents, spouses, and children's 

spouses, 7 had converted to Judaism; in 17 cases there had been no conversion 

ei ther '.ay; "nd in 1 case the Jewish spouse had accep ted Chris tiani ty. 

Before dra",ing any ccnclusions frum the data just presented, it is necessary 

---_._----
3. The main problem of quantifying intermarriage is to reach Je(o.1s who have 
married out and no longer identi f y the.mselves as Je~vs. Hmvever, even if 
frequen.cie.s 5.nd rates can be established, their signifi cance may not al\o.lays he 
easy to determine. Thus, for exampl c: , marriage between a Jet-l and a person born 
of a Jewish mo ther, but not reared a.s a Jev], VJould not be cl as sified as inter­
mD-rriage, whE: reas marriage to the c.hild of a J et'Jish fa ther,brought up as a Je~·;" 

,wuld be so classi f ied , sinCE according to Jewish law a child foUo"'5 the religion 
of its mother. Other difficul t ie s are discus s ed in Dubb (1970 and in press). 
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to comment briefly all the question of conversion to Judaism. It is the 

policy of both the Orthodox and the Reform rabbinate to limit conversions to the 

barest minimum. Few conversions are performed during the course of a year and 

practically all are ~n connection with intermarriage. For the most part, too, 

applic~~ts for conversion are discouraged and delayed, are seldom accepted 

before marriage and, particularly in the case of the Orthodox authorities, are 

often put off until the marriage has been in existence for some years and may 

be ragarded as stable. It should also be noted that Reform conversions 

are not recognize d by the Orthodox rabbinate, and that a child born of a 

female Reform convert is not considered Jewish. However, Orthodox, as well as 

Reform, tend to be sy~athetic to an applicant who was brought up as a Jew though 

born of a non-Jewish (or Re form-converted) mother. This being the case, the 

relatively small nUP.lber of non-Jewish spouses who have been converted to 

Judaism does not reflect t he number who have, de facto, been drawn into the 

Jewish group and rear their children as Jews. But the figures also do not 

reflect the number of people re garding themselves as Jews, but who are techni cally 

not Jews, "ho are included ainong both the converts and the non-converted. 

From Tables 10.9 and 10.10, as well as from the foregoing discussion, we 

may conclude, then, that: 

(a) A large proportion of Jews have experience of· intermarriage among their 

close relatives. 

(b) Given the rule that children follow the religion of the mo ther (according 

to Jel,ish law) and that Reform conversion is not recognized by Orthodox 

authorities, it is impossible t o establish, from the sample, how many 

respondents, spouse.s and children's spouses 'Hho were not born Jev,1s we r e reared 

as Jews. Or, to put it anothe.r vlay, to ~"hat extent intermarriages in tha 

sample have been purely technica l, and to "'hat extent they represent selection 

of spouses entirely outside the Jewish community, cannot be ascertained. 
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(c) It is probable that some Jews, ·and certainly their children, are lost to 

the group as a result of outmerriage. However, not all outmarriage 

constitutes such a loss: on the contrary, the present sample, which comprises 

only respondents who regard themselves as Jews, includes one non-Je"ish 

woman married to a Jew, as well as 9 Jews whose spouses have not been converted. 

Thus whatever the rate of intermarriage, its significance will always depend on 

the nett loss or gain which it entails for the community. 

(d) It is widely believed, though obviously there is no precise support, that 

intermarriage us e d to involve mainly Jewish men and non-Jewish .. omen, but 

that nm..;adays Jewish lilomen are increasingly marrying out. Whether this is 

so or not, in the present sample, outmarriage has involved mostly Je~ish men. 

Jewish attitudes to intermarriage are, perhaps, more accurately mirrored 

by our sample. Table 10.11 gives the frequency with which various attitudes 

are held. Thus, we find that two-thirds disapprove strongly of intermarriage, 

while a further 9% disapprove somewhat less vehemently. Only 24% either 

approve or are indifferent to the question. This response pattern is in sharp 

contrast to that of the 86 parents of teenage children in the sample. 

Table 10.12 shows that 41% would be strongly opposed to, and would try by all 

means to prevent, their teenage children from marrying out, and of these 7% 

were adamant that they would never accept the gentile spouse and might even 

disown the errant child . Hm,ever, while 41% would not like their children to 

marry out, they would sooner or later accept the inevitable - 8% provided the 

gentile spouse conve rted. Thirteen percent were indifferent or said that Lhey 

would not dis approve . These findings continn those of the earlier, smaller 

s ample that: "Respondents, then, tended to distingui s h between the desirability 

of inte rmarriage as such, an d what they would do about it if directly and 

inti mately involved. Clearly the pri mary value influencing the l2 t ter 

poss i bility was the preservation of the parent-child relationship ... Another 
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factor, however, must also be considered: the right and effectiveness of 

parental int",rvention" (Dubb 1970 ,p .ll8). 

It would appear that many parents are anxious to prevent the possibility 

of intermarriage by limiting contact between their teenage children and 

non-Je'\lS. Table 10.13 shows that 54% either disapprove totally of non-Jewish 

friends or approve only if there is no interdating. At the same time, given 

the widespread tendency, observed in Chapter Seven, for Jews to cluster ~n 

certain residential areas and to limit social relationships within the group, 

the social environment or" the Jewish child is in any case closely 

ci rcwnscribed. 

Attitude s to intermarriage raise, once again, the dilemma of Je\vish exclusi-ve-

ness which is taken up in the author's earlier study (1970,pp.112-ll3): 

"If, as Gordon4 suggests lIar the United State~J intermarriage becomes 

a major problem largely ,as a consequence of social integration at 

primary group level, then its prevention must pose a moral dilemma: 

on the one hand the minority group seeks social acceptance for itself, 

on the other hand it denies the acceptability of others. 

'Jew is concerned to reduce majority group prejudice and 

Thus the 

discrimination while he himself maintains, in regard to marriage at allY 

rate, an extreme ethnocentric position. That this dilemma is real, 

but unresolved is vividly reflected in the response of a Jewish husband 

when asked ho" his parents reacted to his intermarriage: 

'My parents tried to talk me out of it . They said, 'The problem is too 

great; ho« can you do this thing!' They said that urf wife had dirty 

finger-nails, that she wes too sophisticated. They cri ticised her for 

eve rything except the fact that she "as Gentile. He!" being Gentile 

was the underlying reason against her. {Asked why his parents didn't 

4. Gordon 1964 (pp.80-81,18l) 
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mention this, he replied.:} Hy parents were all for the great 

American ideal of democracy, for the ideal that there is no difference 

between groups. They could not admit their feelings were prejudiced.' 

(John E. Mayer, 1961,p.140). 

"Although South African Jews have also achieved a high degree of 

acculturation and structural integration, the situation in South Africa 

is possibly unique in one important respect. Unlike the United States 

and, perhaps, some other western countries, there is no 'South African 

ideal' of cultural and structural homogeneity. On the contrary, an 

ideology of pluralism prevails both between and within the various 

racial co~unities. The policy of apartheid, or 'separate develo~ment', 

legitimizes the conventional cleavage oetHeen \V'hites and non-whites and 

envisages ultimate territorial and political separation between, at 

least, whites and Africans. 

cleavages are acknowledged. 

II'ithin the white group itself, further 

The '(naj or division is be tween the 

approximately sixty percent Afrikaans-speaking descendants of early Dutch 

settlers and the remaining English-spe aking stock. Each of these 

groups has been augmented by immigrants of other origins some of whom 

have become completely assimilated (e.g. the Huguenots), and others 

.\,'ho still preserve something of their own identity (e.g. Greeks and 

Jews) . Ho"ever, al though the doctrine of • separa te developme nt' 

holds that each ethnic group has a distinct and valid heritage and 

must be encouraged' to develop along its OIm lines' (sic), this is 

not a doctrine of tolerance, but a charter for discrimination. 

Thus Afrika.ner attitudes to Je<ls are ambivalent: on the one hand 

Jews are 1;vhite and mirror the Afrikaners I own struggle to preserve 

their identity in a hostile "orld; on the othe r they are an alien 

people ,.,ith an alien cul t ure. tyho stal'.olartly re sist as s imilation. 

The Jews, on their pnrt, are a1;vare of Afrikane r an tis emitism and of 
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DESIRE OF PARENTS THAT m:HARRIED CHILDREN BRING 

UP THEIR CHILDREH AS JEWS 

FREQUENCY 

RESPONSE NO _ I % 

Desire strongly 114 80 

Prefer 22 15 
--- -

Indifferent 7 5 

,lould prefer them not to 0 0 

I 
TOTAL 143 100 

TABLE 10 . 5 

DESIRE OF PARENTS THAT UNMARRIED CHILDREN 

OB SERVE JEI,ISH CUSTOHS IN THEIR Ol-/N HD:>IES 

GENERALLY 
KASHRUTH OBSERVANT 

RESPONSE No . % No . % 

Desire strongly 22 15 35 24 

Prefer 37 26 61 43 

Indifferent 79 55 46 32 

- -
Vlou1d prefer them not to 3 " 1 1 L 

No response 2 1 - -
- --

TOTAL 143 99 143 I 100 

I 
I 

-
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TABLE 10.6 

JEWISH EDUCATION OF SCHOOL-GOING CHILDREN 

FREQUENCY 

TYPE OF JEWISH EDUCATION No. % 

None 19 (22) 

Some children none; some cheder or private tutor 15 (17) 

Some children cheder and/or private tutor 8 (9 ) 

All children cheder 21 (24) ----

Some children cheder; some day school 2 (2) 

--
All children day school 23 (26) 

No response 1 ( 1) 

I 

TOTAL 89 101 ~ 
TABLE 10.7 

SABBATH OBSERVANCE BY SCHOOL-GOING CHILDREN 

. 

FREQUENCY 

DEGREE OF OBSERVANCE No. % 

--
All children Obserl,,7e strictly 12 (13) 

All children attend services but do not otherwise 26 (29 ) 
observe s trictl.y 

- " 

"\ 
Some children attend services; some obse.rve little 8 (9 ) 
or noth i ng 

All obse.rve little or nothing 40 (45) 

No Respons e 3 (3) 

. " , 

TOTAL 89 99 

-
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TABLE 10 .8 

HOLY DAY C'BSERVlL"lCE BY SCHOOL-GOING CHILDREN 

DEGREE OF OBSERVANCE 
'''Q"''cr~ 

No. % 

--- --
All children attend all or most services, do not 17 (19) 
attend schoo l on any festival, and re f rain from 
riding (excep t, 1n S Olne cases ) to synagogue) , 
writing , a ttending cinemas or parties, playing 
sport. 

I As above , but observe few or none o f the 35 (39) 
prohibi tions against riding, writing, attendin g 
Cinem3.8 , parties or sport . 

1--------. 
All chi Idren attend NEw Year and Day of 19 (21) 
Atonement services and possibly some oth2r 
festiva l services) do not attend schoo l on any 
fes ti val, and obS erve few o r none o f the 
customary prohibi tions . 

All chi ldren do not attend school on any 9 (10) 
festival, some children may attend s ome servlCe. s 

Various degrees of me.di al observance 4 (4 ) 
by e a c.h child 

--
All ob ser ve little or nothing 2 (2) 

No response 3 (3) 

TOTAL 89 98 

I 
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TABLE 10.9 

INTERHARRIAGE AHONG CLOSE RELATIVES OF RESPONDENTS 

FREQUENCY 

NU}!BER OF CLOSE RELATIVES MARRIED OUT No. % 

None 157 55 

One sibling 12 4 

One uncle/aunt 16 6 

--
One nephel?/niece/cousin 32 11 

One unspecified 8 3 

Sib ling (s) and other(s), or only morE than one 13 5 
sibling 

Two· or more non-siblings 37 13 

Not applicable/no response 8 3 

-

TOTATo 283 100 
, -



I 
i 

/ 

L. 
I 
i 
i 
! 

I 
I 
I 

TABLE 10.10 INTERMARRIAGE AJ.~D CONVERSION: RESPONDENTS AND MARRIED CHILDREN 

II Converted Judaism 
I 

r 
Born Not Jewish spouse 

II 
Je~jish Orthodox I Reform Converted converted Christianity, Total 

H F M F 1M F F M F I Not ~pplicable No Response !. M 
F , =i 

Respondent 142 - 1 ~'t* Not Applicable - .. J37 146 I 1.36 1 11* 2 I : 
-----, 

, -SPQUS e 123 96 1 I - 4 5 Not App licable 53 Never married 2 1128 102 
j 

t:arried 
Chi Idren IS I 48 24 ' 

I 
- - I- 1 /1 6 - 1 - - i " 31 

Spcilses I' i ,I 

NOTE: (a) In t< ..... o 1 as t rews, sex refers to t spouse f and 'married children's sp01.!Se', and not to Respondent or to 
RespOlldent~ I .children. 

(b) "One male Respondent was converted, by the Reform movement, together Hith his mother and, th~refore, 

regardzd himself as Jewish at the time of his marriage. All other conversions were tied to marriage. 
(c) ** One female Respondent who "as married to a Jew, but was herself not converted, had answered affirmatively 

the interviet..rer's opei.ling question, IIAre you a Je~."T?", and is, therefore, by definition, inc.luded in the sample. 

N .,. 
.... 
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TABLE 10.11 

ATTITUDES TO INTERHARRIAGE 

FREQUENCY 

ATTITUDE No. % 

f---

Approve 16 6 

Do not disapprove/indifferent 50 18 

Disapprove- but not strongly 22 8 

-
Disapprove . - unless Gentile spouse converts to 3 1 
Judaism -
Disapprove strongly - no elaboration 95 34 

Disapprove strongly - marri. age cannot work out 43 15 
because of differences in background and religion, 
family friction 

-
Disapprove strongly - chi ldren have identi ty 34 12 
problem: neither Jews nor Genti les 

Disapprove strongly - undermine.s Jewish 17 6 
community 

No response 3 1 

TOTAL 283 j101 
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TABLE 10 .12 

-

Do not 

ATTITUDES OF PARENTS OF TEENAGE CHILDREN 

TO TTJlnR POSSIBLE INTERHARRIAGE 

ATTITUDE 

-

dis approve /indi fferent 

Would not like it, but would not oppose 

Would try to prevent i t , but ,wuld ultimately accept 

Would try t o prevent it, but I"ould accept if spouse 
conve r t ed to Judaism 

Would try t o preven t it because t o t a lly opposed 

~~ould never accept gen tile spouse and might even 
di.sQwn child 

-

N" Response 

f--- - --
TOTAL RESPONDENTS HIT!! TEENAGE CilILDREN 

-- -

FREQUENCY 

No. % 

11 (13) 

14 (16) 

15 (17) 

~ 

7 (8) 

29 (34) 

1 -
6 (7) I 

L4 ___ 
-

(5) 

-----

1 86 (100) 
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TABLE 10.13 

I 

I 

L 

ATTITIIDES OF PJI.RENTS OF TEENAGE CHILDREN 

TO THLIR ILWIl, G GENTILE FRIENDS 

ATTITUDE I 
A good thing 

Appro ve I indifferen t 

-
ApprDve provi ded only occasional datin g or dating 
in u crmvd 

Approve provided no dating 

Approve of friends of same sex only 

. 

Strongly disapprove 

No . response. 

-

TOTAL RESPONDENTS WITH TE1':NAGE CHILDREN 

FREQUENCY 

No. % 

-

7 ( 8) 

-
27 (31) 

-
3 (3) 

14 (16) 

16 (19 ) 

I ---
16 (19) 

3 (3) 

86 (99) I 
.J 
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the fact that it is an aspect of prejudice in general but, at the 

same time, they fee l no external p r essure to merge their identity 

in an over arching South African peoplehood." 

F. Attitude to South Africa 

The factor analyses of sub-scale totals (Table 6 . 3) and of attitude scale 

items (Table 6.4) showed that t here was no discernible re l ation beb,cen any 

of the measures of Je;lish identification lind attitudes to South Af r ica. 

In particular, as Table 6.5 shows, there is no correlation (r =.07) between 

commitment to Israel (Zionism sub-scale) and the South African Poli t ics 

sub-scale, and only a slight negative corre l ation (r = - .20) between 

Zionism and the Insecurity in South Africa sub-scale. It may be added that 

the application of chi square tests indicated that there were also no significant 

relationships between the Jewish identification sub-scales and responses to 

the questions on political party affiliation, intention of remaining in South 

Africa, or Hhether Jews should avoid involvement in politics. 

would suggest that, while Je,]s have strong Zionist and pro-Israel faelings; 

these in no way affect their loyalty to South Africa. Loyalty to South Africa 

or, perhaps more precisely, attitudes to South African politics and other issues, 

are determined by other factors. 

Feelings about South Africa are reflected, as has been mentioned, in 

responses to a number of questions. Dealing first with the question of 

politics, Table 10.14 indicates that there is II fairly normal distribution of 

attitudes to the major issue in South Africa: apart~eid or separate 

development. At the saine time, hm.;rever, t.heI'e is fHirly considerable opposi tion 

to those aspects of apartheid which most i mmedi.a t e ly affect the individual such 

as the prohibition against non-whites filling certain jobs, total 

disenfranchisement, and limitations in contact across the colour line. It is 

~-
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perhaps these ",hich account for the relatively small proportion of J ews who 

support the National Party (Table 10.16) as compared with the number approving 

of apartheid. This last observation must, however, be treated with reserva-

tion, since a large number of respondents did not reveal their political 

allegiance. 

South African politics and political attitudes are, however, more compli-

cated than simple divergencies of opinion. Pqlitical parties and their 

ideologies have ethnic associations; in particular, the governing National 

' Party is seen both by Afrikaners and non-Afrikaners as an Afrikaner party 
\ 

whose aims are associated with the aspirations of that specific group. The 

Uni ted Party represents English-speaking South Africans and "moderate" 

Afrikaners. The two small, remaining parties5 are, ideally, multi-ethnic and 

seen as a threat to Afrikaner national aspirations . To many non-Afrikaners, 

thpn, the progressive entrenchment of the National Party Government since 

1948, has led to some fear as to their future in South Africa. Many feel 

that the non-Afrikaners have little influence in the political sphere and that 

they are being increasingly disadvantaged in the civil service, the 

educational system and, even, economically. Furthermore, more and more 

limitation of personal freedom - such as stricter censorship, wider police 

powers, opposition to any form of protest, and Sunday observallce lm"s, to quote 

some examples - which is contrary to trends in the rest of the "'estern ",orld, 

are disliked or resented. Thus many non-Afrikaners have actually left the 

country or contemplate the possibility of doing so. In this situation, the 

Jew differs from other non-Afrikaners 'in one important respect; his sense of 

insecurity and feeling of not belonging is enhanced by the historical 

experience of the Jewish people - the constant threat of antisemitism. That 

this threat is an aspect of Jewish reality, even in the absence of official or 

5. The Liberal Party has dissolved itself since fieldvlOrk ",as begun. 
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serious unofficial antisemitism, is shown by re sponses to items on the 

Insecurity in South Africa sub-scale (Table 10.15). 

In interpreting Tables 10.16, 10.17 and 10.18, then, it must be borne 

in mind that many of the misgivings which they reflect are shared with other 

non- Afrikaners, but that these may be heightened - though it cannot be 

determine d to what extent - by the fear of possible overt and official 

antisemi tism . Against this background it is noteworthy that the political 

affiliations of 38% of respondents could not be ascertained6 (Table 10.16): 

that almost one-third felt that Jews should avoid politics altogether or, 

at least, anti-g"ve mment politics (Tab le 10.17); and that only 53% stated 

unconditional l y, th at they intended to remain in South Africa all their lives 

(Table 10.18) . Of those who had fairly definite intentions of leaving South 

Africa,. 15 would definitely emigrate t o Israel and 8 to some other country, 

while another 17 ~t:. go to Israel as against 6 to another country. 

6. It should be noted that not all of the se re fused to ansIJer. 
undoubtedly, I,'ere g"nu;.ne l y undecided or indifferent. 

Some , 

·1 



TABLE 10.14 

SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS SUll-SCALE: PERCENTAGE FREQUENCIES , MElu'l S , AND STANDARD DEVIATION S 
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I {f)"O ~ :::> < 00 '" :<: (f) 

I On the d101e Africans are happy "ith 
1
13 29 8 39 9 3 . 0 1. 26 

I tbei rIot. It is only a handful of 
agi tOotors and trouble-makers who are 
trying to stir up dissatisfaction. 

The present governtr1:'3nt' s policy of 11 20 17 39 13 3. 2 1. 23 
separnte development (aparthei d) 1S 

the only practical and just solution 

I to the cuuntry' 5 race problem. 

Because of their own pe rsecution, Jews 17 48 10 18 7 3.5 1. 16 
should identify themselves with the 
suppressed non-whi te groups i n South 
Afri.ca. 

T~1 e silence of South African Jewi.sh 10 3 7 24 23 6 3 .2 1.10 
leaders in regard to non~,hite suffering 
in This country is as ser ious a crime 
as the silence of Christian leaders in I 
1'1 azi Germany . 1 

Africans must no t be allowed to obtain 20 53 14 13 - 2 . 2 0.90 
e,rployment in tradit i on ally white jobs. 

-

The preservation of western civilisation 110 39 20 27 3 2.7 1.07 
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I 
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I 
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~s they have reached a ce rtain II 
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INSECURITY IN SOUTE AFRICA SUB- SCALE: PERCENTAGE FREQl~NCIES. MEANS, &~D STANDARD DEVIATIONS 
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TABLE 10.16 

POLITICAL PARTY ALLEGIANCE 

0---

FREQUENCY 

PARTY No. % 

National Party member 5 2 

National r arty supporter 36 13 

United Party member 17 6 

United Party supporter 63 22 

I Progressive Party ",ember 16 6 
! -

Progres s i ve Party supporter 31 11 

Liberal Party supporter 7 2 

Don't knou /undeci dedi i ndi fferent 94 33 

Refuse to answer 14 5 

f--. 

TOT.I)L 283 100 

NOTE: The Liberal Party has voced itself out of existen ce S1nce 
fie1d',o/Ork Has begun. 
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TM;LE 10.17 --------
SHOlH"D JEHS AVOID PARTICIPATION IN FOLITICS 

FREQUENCY 

RESPONSE No. % 

I 
No, they need not avoid political participation 127 45 

Yes, they should avoid left-I<ing and anti- 66 23 
government poli tical activities 

-
Yes, they should avoid participation in right- 23 8 
Wl.ng or National Party politics 
~ 
I 

Yes, they should avoid United Party / 8 3 
Progressi'le Party/ specific combination of 
parties/ ext"remism 

--

L 
Yes, they should avoid all involvement in 23 8 
politics 

Don .' t know 17 6 

Re.fuse to ans,,,er!no response 19 7 

. 

TOTAL 283 100 

--
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TABLE 10.18 

INTENTION TO REMAIN IN SOUTH AFRICA 

I FREQUENCY 
RESPONSE 

No. % 
-

Yes, intend to remain in South Afri ca 151 53 

Yes, if possible/probably/as far as I know 41 14 

Yes, if it 1S still alright for Jews here 4 1 

j-~es , un les s political developments make it 10 4 

I 
impossible and I emigrate (Israel not mentioned) 

r -

Yes unless political developments make it 2 1 
impossible and I emigrate to Israel 

Yes, unless I emigrate to Israel (reasons not 15 5 
stated) 

No, do not intend to rema~n in South Africa 10 4 

No, intend to emigrate (Is rae 1 not mentioned) 7 2 

No, I intend to emigrate to Israel 17 6 

Don't know 25 I 9 

No Response 1 .-

----'. _. 

TOTAL 283 I 99 I I - '---
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G. Omissions 

It might at this point - the end of the final substantive Chapter in the 

present wOTk - be appropriate to comment briefly on some aspects of Jewish 

identification which have not been coveTed. 

In the first place, mention should be made of certain problems "hich 

are frequently t he focus of minori ty group studies, such as marginali ty, 

personality and minority group status, attitudes of the majority group, reactions 

of the minority group to prejudice and discrimination, and so on. These 

problems have not been dealt with in the present study, except en pa~sant, for 

a variety of r easons : because they were not felt to be central to a discussion 

of Jewish identification and cormnitment (e . g. a detailed study of majority group 

attitudes); because they fell outside the ,professional competence of the 

investigator (e.g. problems relating to personality); or because the data 

relating to them proved inadequate or suggested their irrelevance in the 

South African or Johannesburg context (e.g. selfhatred). 

The second category of omissions relates to information, on specific 

issues, such as: relations with Jews and Jewish communities outside South 

Africa; comparison of Johannesburg with othe r South African Jewish 

communi ties; readership of books, journals , magazines, neHspapers of J"wish 

interest; personal involvement with Israel through relatives, children living 

there, more or l ess frequent visits; personal experiences of antiserrd. ti~m; and 

similar particulars . The reasons for these omissions are much the same as 

for the first category - though some information, which has not been discussed 

in the body of the study, is pre.sented ,,'ithout COl!lI!lent in Appendix E . 

No apology, then, is made for the emissions mentioned: every study m'~st 

have set limits of interest , relevance and c.ompetence, while even the most. 

carefully constructed research instrument may yield some unusable data. 

I 
I 
I 
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H. Con~lusions 

In this Chapter some aspects of Jewish i dentification, which were not 

dealt with in previous Chapters, have been discussed. The material presented 

on Zionism and Selfhatred was inconclusive and further study of those dimensio!ls 

are indicated insofar as they may be of interest. The discussions of inter-

marriage and of the desire of parents to ensure Jewish survival through their 

children , underline d the more general finding, based on analysis of attitude 

scale items, that group survival is a paramount value and that it is pursued 

at both the cultural and structural levels. The · brief account of anti-

semitism in South Africa and of the prevailing pluralistic ideology relate 

back to some of the connnents on attitudes to intermarriage as well as to the 

discussion of Herberg's 'return of the third generation ' hypothesis (see 

Conclusions to Chapter Nine, above). 

All the findings mentioned, together with the patterns of social r e l ations, 

discussed in Chapte r Seven, tend to confirm the fourth hypothesis, postulated 

in Chapte r Two, "that Jews are caught up in a conflict between the desire fo r 

survi val as a distinct group and the belief that barriers be·t:1,een groups shc)Uld 

be minimal. TIlis dilenm:a will be manifested in ambivalent attitudes to 

intermarriage, ethnocentrism and social relations. However, it is sug8ested 

that the dilemma is probably not as acute in South Africa, with its plurali.stic 

ideology, as in the United States and other wes te·,-n countries where assimi lation 

of minority groups is favoured" (p. 14, above). ~vnile the relative strength 

of the dilemma 1n South Africa as compared with other countries can only be 

inferred, such an inference appears to be reasonable from the data presented. 

I 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

CONCLUSION 

A. Introd~ction 

As was indicated In Chapter Two, the aim of the present study has been a 

limited one: to describe, in some breadth, patterns of Je"ish identification 

in Johannesburg. Nevertheless, although its emphasis has been ethnographic 

rather than theoretical, an attempt has been made, particularly in the con­

cluding section of each Chapter, to compare the findings with those of similar 

studies elsewhere, and to relate them to Hider theoretical issues. It is 

the purpos e of the present Chapter to draw together these specific conclusions 

into a more general statement, thereby testing the hypotheses originally 

postulated in Chapter Two. 

B. Testing the first four hypotheses 

The first hypothesis (pp.12-13, above) was derived largely from the 

findings of previous studies of various aspects of Jewish identification in 

the United States. It states: 

"To the degree to which South African Jews resemb le their co­

religionists in the United States .. two local-born generations, 

relative absence of serious overt antise.mi.tism, a high degree of 

acculturation to the host culture, a high degree of economic, political 

and civic integration, an apparent decrease in adherence to religious 

laws - so it would be expected that Jewish identification 'lOuld also 

be manifested primari ly in sentiment rather than in behaviour. As a 

corollary to this hypothesis, one would expect that there would be Ii ttle 

congruence between atti tudes and behaviour except at the extremes: thus 

only the most heavily committed would also identify in their overt 

behavi our, while those who "ere minimally commi tted would probably 

observe few, if any, customs arid participate little, if at all, in 
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communi ty life. For the rest, it is expected that behavioural 

identification will tend to be random and not necessarily directly related 

to specific attitudes. There will be, it is suggested) a far greater range 

of variation in behaviour than in attitudes" (p.13, above). 

There is no question that sentiment does pTay an extremely important · role 

in Jewish identification. Thus, it was found, in Chapter Six, that distributions 

of responses to most of the 31 attitude scale items relating to Jewish identifi­

cation, were positively skewed - especially on those items p·ertaining to 

Zionism (and Israel) and Jewish survival. Furthermore, as was pointed out in 

Chapters Three and Six, there were many items which 'iere omitted from the 

attitude schedule because of the high level of agreement on the positive side 

which they elicited. It cannot be stated unequivocally, however, that 

behaviour (or more precisely, in terms of the present research procedure, action 

tendencies) was always less positive than sentiment. 

The most complete appraisals of action tendencies were on the social 

relations and religious dimensions, with some more general observations about 

Jewish culture generally. With regard to social relations it was found, in 

Chapter Seven, that in many respects there was a high degree of congruence 

between at ti tudes and behaviour. Where this was not so, it was essenti.ally 

where respondents felt that their actual tendency tm,ards exclusiveness was, 

perhaps, a bad thing. On this dimension, then, th~ hypothesis must be rejected. 

On the religious dimension, however, the relationship between attitudes and 

behaviour are close to what was hypothesized: where attitude scale scores were 

cross-tabulated against items of behaviour, in Chapter Nine, it was found that 

while some high-scorers behaved posi ti.vely and some low-scorers behaved less 

positively, in most cases attitudes and behaviour varied independently, ",ith 

attitudes being considerably more positive than behaviour. 

the hypothesis is confirmed. 

On this dimension 



- 257 -

Taking the . cultural dimension as a whole - i.e. to include religious 

beliefs and custOlI!S - the picture is molCe complex. On the one hand, Je"ish 

culture as a systematic _whole has ceased to exist except for a small minority 

of ultra-orthodox individuals. On the other hand, a wide range of culture 

traits deriving from a variety of sources, discussed fully in Chapter Eight, 

serve as diacritics of Jewish identification. At the same time · many of ·the 

traditional traits, generally derived from the Jewish religion, are valued as 

being the 'essence' of Jewish culture. At both the community level and that 

of the individual, this is translated into action through an elaborate and 

expensive Jewish educational system. And there is also another, more subtle, 

aspect of traditional culture which - as will be suggested in the discussion 

below on the second hypothesis - finds expression in behaviour: a tradi tionally-

derived set of moral ideas. On the cultural dimension, then, it is difficult 

to confirm or reject the hypothesis. 

needed. 

The second hypothesis reads: 

More direct and precise data are still 

.. {)t is suggeste!!.7 that the area ·of behaviour in which Jewish identification 

is most widely, consistently and, often, exclusively manifested is chat of 

social relations. In other words, given that Jews cluster residentially 

LCifficial census de.ta - Chapters Four and Pi vij, it is postulated that they 

also confine their primary, as "ell as other intimate, multiplex relation­

ships within the Jewish group, and that this reflects attitudes to preferred 

associations a.nd to Jewish survival. If this is true, then it ,,]QuId also 

be expected that relations with non-Jews would tend to be more formal, 

simplex and less intimate in character" (p.13, above). 
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This hypothesis was also derived from the results of American studies (ci ted 

in Chapter Two and else"here) and is confirmed for the present sample of 

Johannesburg Jews without · modification. One of the questions which arises, 

however, is "t<1hether the same pattern of clustering occurs in cities with a 

small absolute number of Jews and where Jews make up a very much smaller 

proportion of the middle and upper-middle classes. In other words, it could 

be argued that residential clustering in Johannesburg is at least partly a 

function of the disproportionately high Jewish representation in certain segments 

of the English-speaking class structurel , rather than being primarily a function 

of ethni ci ty. Thus, continuing the argument, although clustering may be the 

result of other factors, it reinforces existing Jewish attitudes to social 

relations with non-Je,,'s and further c lustering then occurs. It is suggested, 

however, that even if this is the case, and residential clustering is either 

absent or less-marked In centres other than Johannesburg, the general pattern of 

actual social relations, and of attitudes to social relations, will be similar to 

that stated in the. hypothesis and found in Johannesburg. The reason, it is 

suggested, is that the close-kuittedness of a Jewish community depends on the 

extent to which its invidivdual members' perceive it as a moral cO!llll'.unity. It is 

this which reinforces, and is reinforced by, the pattern of social relationships 

observed and of which residential clustering is but one aspect. Certainly a 

study of the relationship of these two variables, not only in Jewish communiti.es, 

would be extremely re"arding. 

The third hypothesis, as was remarked in Chapter Two, is generally taken 

as a datum in many studies. It states that: 

" apart from the most strictly orthodox section of the community, there 

is little relati onship between r eligious beliefs and practices. Thus 

people who observe few taboos, rituals or other rules may have strong 

positive religious attitudes while, conversely, even those who believe 

very little will t end to observe at least Some practices. The reason for 

1. Table 4.3 shows that Je"IS comprise 23% of r esidents in the areas selec t "d for 
s amp ling. Areas o:r.i tted \Ve re predominantly Afrikaans, or l ower-clas s , C Y 

elite suburbs in Hhich, according to census returns, fe~y Jel.JS lived. 
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this lack of congruence is, as has been suggested [J.11 the preamble to the 

hypothesii?, because religious practices are modes of Jewish identification 

rather than expressions of religious feeling, and it is this relationship 

which will be tested" (p.14, above). 

The hypothesis must be accepted on the basis of the evidence presented in 

Chapter Nine. ~ihile there are those who observe the mitzvoth out of a deep 

religious conviction - in terms of our data, they have high s cores on bo th 

religious behaviour and religious attitude scales - there are certain la"s and 

customs which are "ide ly, or e'len universally, practised (such as the High Holy 

Days, circumcision, barmitzval~, lighting candles on Sabbath and festival 

evenings) irrespective either of the extent of religious belief, or of observance 

in general. It ,7as also found that the mitzvoth most frequently observed 

tended to be ceremonial in nature and domestic or public in locus . . What was 

observed by any person a.ppeared to be largely independent of "hat he believed o r, 

even, of the extent of his belief. In the case of kashruth (dietary la>75), 

where reasons for observance were elicited, a large proportion were motivated 

by the des ire to identify with other Jews. It was concluded from the evidence, 

that belief and behaviour varied independently, to a large degree, and that t he 

mi tzvoth were observed by !ll.3.ny primari ly a.s symbols of thei r Jewish identi ty. 

One interesting problem arising out of the hypothesis and the findings, is 

the marmer in which religious, as distinct from identity, needs 2.re satisfied. 

If, as it is argued above, observance of mitzvoth is frequently not an expression 

of religious commitment, how then is such commitment expressed? How, in. othe:-

words, do Jews approach God in Wnom, according to Table 9.12, most resp ondents 

believed? This would t it is felt, merit closer attention and is, in fact, the 

subject of an intended research project by the present author. 

The fourth hypoth2sis states: 
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that Jews are caught up 1n a conflict between the desire for 

survival as a distinct group and the belief that barriers between groups 

should be minimal. This dilemma will be manifested in ambivalent 

atti tudes to intermarriage, ethnocentrism and social relations. 

However, it is suggested that the dilemma is probably not as acute 

in South Afirca, with its pluralistic ideology, as in the United States?' 

and other western eount-ri.es where assimilation of minority groups is 

favoured" (p . 14, above). 

The findings in Chapters Six, Seven and Ten adequately support the first part 

of the hypothesis. The second part - that comparing the extent of the dilemma 

in the South African and other contexts - can only be inferred. Nevertheless, 

it is argued (see Chapter Ten) that this is the most reasonable inference from 

what is known. The hypothesis 1S, therefare, confirmed. 

C. The Fifth Hypothesis : The Boundaries of the Jewish Community 

In testing the final hypothesis, material from the whole study must be draw.1 

together. The hypothesis states that: 

" the Jews are a community because they see themselves as such and 

because many of the most important roles played by individuals are 

affected by their membership of the community. The boundaries 

between the Jewish community and non-Jews are, therefore, to be found 

in the organization and ascription of roles rather than in identifiable 

cultural characteristics. fI 

To understand the implications of this hypothesis, it will be necessary to 

exaIPine briefly the concept of ethnic boundaries developed by Frederik Barth (1969). 

According to Barth, "The term ethnic group is generally understood in 

2. The assi",il a tioni s t ideal of the host society and the dilemma posed for a 
plural i st i c minority such as the J ews, has been discussed frequently 
in the American context. The Reader is, however, referred . in particular 
to Herberg (1955) and Gordon (1964). 
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anthropo logi cal li terature '" to designate a population· ,"Thich: 

1. is largely biologically self·-perpetuatory; 

2. shares fundamental cultural v"lues, realized in overt 

unity in cultural forms; 

3. makes up a field of communication and interaction; 

4. has a membership which identifies itself, and is identified by 

others, as constituting a category distinguishable from others 

of the same order" (pp .10-11). 

He suggests that considerable emphasis is placed on the cultural aspect of 

e thnici ty: that is, an ethnic group is characterized by shared cuI ture 

-which, in turn, constitutes the boundary between it and other similar groups. 

This approach raLses numerous problems: how to account for cultural 

heterogeneity tvithin an ethnic group; how and why ethnic boundaries persist in: 

the face of a high degree of acculturation (which might include passage of 

personnel and their complete assimilation ir.to the other group); hmv ethnic 

continuity is maintained through time and space in spite of local changes 

and adaptations; and so on. Barth proposes, therefore, that ethnic groups 

should be studied "as a form of social organization" (p . 13) rather than as a 

cultural entity. In this context the focus shifts to ascription and role 

allocation: "To the extent that actors use ethnic identities to · categorize 

themselves and others for purposes of interaction, they form ethnic groups itl 

this organizational sense" (pp.13-l4). Defined in this YTay, says, Barth, 

"the nature and continuity of ethnic units is clear: it depends on the 

maintenance of a boundary. Erhe cultural differentiation or the internal 

organization of the group may change] yet the fact of continuing dichotomization 

betYTeen members and outsiders allows us to specify the nature of continuity, 

and investigate the changing cultural forms and context" (pp.14-IS). 
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The aptness of Barth's approach in the understanding of the findings of 

the present study becomes apparent from the following brief overview. 

During the couese of discussion it was pointed out that the culture 

of Eastern European Jewry was rooted in the beliefs, customs and practices 

of traditional Judaism. The pervasiveness of religi on in everyday life was 

extensive since, because of its emphasis on practice rather than on dogma, 

Judaism had evolved a body of rules prescribing appropriate behaviour in 

situations ranging from the most trivial (such as the correct order of dressir.g 

and undressing), through those governing interpersonal relations, to those 

concerning the proper worship of God. This was the idiom of everyday life: 

in the shtetl and the ghetto there was no distinction between religious and 

secular, only between Jewish and non-Jewish. 

In South Africa, the iIlillligrants themselves were forced to abandon many of 

thei r traditional cus toms and to adapt to totally new condi tions, ','hi Ie their ' 

descendants have rapdily acculturated to the culture of the English-speaking 

section of the white population. The extent of this acculturation is, to some 

extent, r eflected in the study: the generally high standard of education, the 

proportion of Jews in the professions, the considerable decline in Yiddish as a 

home language, the piecemeal and situational practice of traditional religious 

customs, and the difficulty of identifying and distinguishing the indi.vidual .Ie',v. 

In short, on the cultural and religious dimensions, it 'Nas found that kithin 

the Jewish cOIlilllilni ty there was considerable hete.rogenei ty. Thus, on the one 

hand, it is impossible to predict what, if any, distincti.ve cultural 

char2cteristics any individual Jew will exhibit, while on the other hanel, it is 

equally i.mpossible, with any precision, to characterize the Jewish group as a 

whole on the basis of a shared culture. 
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But although it has now become virtually impossible to define Jews in cultural 

terms, the communi ty has, nevertheless i retained its identity and there is no 

evidence of large-scale assimilation in Johannesburg. Organizationally, it 

has been shown, there exists an elaborate netHork of institutions incl'lding 

synagogues, community centres, an orphanage, old age homes, Zionist and cultur~l 

societies, welfare associations, a Jewish press, sports and social clubs, 

private schools and hostels, and others. Almost all respondents in the samPle 

identified, albeit only nominally in many cases, with one or more of these 

communal organizations or phi lanthropies, wi th almost · three-q uarters, alune, being 

affiliated to some synagogue congregation. But what is perhaps mOrE! significant 

is that informally, and without apparent cons cious intent, Jews have tended to 

'stick together' residentially, in their choice of friends and acquaintances 

and even to some extent in the economic sphere. . This tendency appears to be 

related to four factors: that Jews 'feel more at home' among Jews and living 

in a Jewish neighbourhood; that by limiting intimate social relations within 

the group the possibilities of outmarriage and assimilation are minimized; 

that they form a · moral community; and that they believe, not without some 

justification, that they are not always . relcomed by non-Jews although there is 

Ii ttle overt antisemi tism in South Africa today. 

What these findings seem to suggest, then, is this: the effective boundary 

between Jews and non-J",,,s does not lie in cultural differences, but in the field 

of social relations. That there are cultural differences is cleaT, and 

certainly for some sections of the Jewish community the boundary may be 

perceived ~n those terms . But for the community as a whole this is not so: 

the cultural differences betvreen a strictly or~hodox JeVl and a highly-acculturated 

agnostic are probably greater than they are between the latter and a non-Jew. 

The only way that the existence and continuity of the whole community can be 

accounted for, therefore, is in terms of the effect of being Jewish all roles 

and statusses. Thus individual Jews '.ho pass out of the group are not simrly 
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those who arc the most highly-acculturated (and therefore the least visible), 

but, rather, those who no longer regard themselves as members of the Je~ish 

communi ty, who nei ther give nor take advantage of their membership in assigning 

or assuming roles, and who, by not acknowledging their Jewish identity, do not 

suffer the disadvantagEs which Jews may experience. 

The hypothesis, then, is confirmed, inasmuch as it has been shown that 

the continued existence of Jews as a distinct ethnic group or, from another point 

of view, the irreducible minimum in terms of which an individual filay identify 

,,·ith his fel.low Jews, depends on the continuity of the positive valu.e placed on 

survival, and the maintenance of a degree of role allocation on the basis of 

ethnicity. 

D. The Fate of the five Hypotheses: a Summary 

The five hypotheses, and their respective fates, may no<. be summarizec!: 

Hypothesis One stat es that Jewish identification would be manifested primarily 

in sentiment rather than in behaviour; that apart from the extremes of maxima l 

and minimal identification, the re will be little congruence between attitudes 

and behaviour; and that there would be greater variation in behaviour than in 

atti tudes. This hypothesis was confirmed for the religious, cultural and 

Zionist dimensions of identification. However, it was found that on the social 

relations dimension, identification Has manifested in behaviour while attitudes 

exhibited some ambivalence. On this dimension, then, the hypothesis had to be 

rejected insofar as it stresses the primacy of attitudes. 

Hypothesis Two states tha t the area of behavi.our in which Jewish identification 

is most widely manifested is in that of social relations - particularly i.n 

primary social relations. This hypothesis was confirmed . 

Hypothesis Three states that, apart fram the mQst strictly orthodox Jews, the re 

is not necessarily any relationship between religious commitment and observance 

of religious rituals (mitzvoth). Hi tzvot\l are observed primari ly as symbo ls 

of Jewish identification rather than for religious reasons, so that religious 

.1 
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individuals ·may not be more observant than irreligious people. 

was confirmed. 

This hypothesis 

Hypothesis Four states that Jews are caught up in a conflict between the desire 

to survive as a grour, and the belief that barriers between groups should be 

minimal. This is manifested in ambivalent attitudes tm.a rds inter.narriage, 

ethnocentrism and social relations. The dilemma is similar to that among 

American Jews but, because of South Africa's pluralistic ideology, is probably 

less acute for South African Jews. The first part of the hypothesis was 

confirmed directly by the data; the second part could be reasonably inferred to 

be true. 

Hypothesis Five states that the Jews are a community because they see themselves 

as such and because m~mbe rship of the community affects role allocation. The 

boundaries of the communi ty are to be found at this level rather than at the 

level of shared culture. This hypothesi s ",as confirmed, although the under-

lying importance of a shared culture manifested must particularly in common 

traditions and a shared moral system - should not be lost sight of. Thus, 

hypotheses two, three, four and five were confirt!led, and hypothesis one parti a lly 

confirmed. 

E. Some Theoretical Implications of the . ~ypothese~ 

Considering the five hypothes es as a "hole, they can be seen to have importcU1t 

implications for a number of theoretical issues in sociology and social 

anthropology beyond the immediate problem of J ewish identification. 

(a) Ethnic Identity and Assinalation 

Two related problems - the importance of group membe rship as part of the 

individual's identity and the nature of the assimilation process - have been 

considered by both sociologists and social anthropologists. Gordon (1964) has 

synthesized a good deal of this thinking in his analysis of assimilation in the 

United States, and it is his formulations whi c.h are emp loyed in the following 

discussion. Wi th rega::d to ethnic identi ty, Gordon (op. ci t., pp. 24--25) sugges ts: 
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"My essential thesis h'.=re is that the sense of ethnici ty has proved 

to be hardy. As though with a wily cunning of its own, as though 

there were some essential element in man's nature that demanded it - . 

something that compelled him to merge his lonely individual identity ln 

some ancestral group of fellows smaller by far than the whole human race, 

smaller often than the nation - the sense of ethnic belonging has survived. 

It has survived in various forms and wi th various names, but it has not 

perished, and twentieth-century urban man is closer to his stone-age 

ancestors than he kn0ws. 1I 

Ethnic belonging, Gordon states, fol101>ling Herberg (1955), is "expected in 

P..merican society" 2.nd is not an identity /lfrom which one may voluntarily resign" 

(ibid., p.29). Most important, however, is that the ethnic group 

" ••. bears a special relationship to the social structure of a modern 

complex society which distinguishes it from all small groups and most 

other large groups. It is this: wi thin the ethnic group there develops 

a network of organizations and informal social relationships which permits 

and encourages the members of the ethnic group to remain within the 

confines of the group for all of their primary relationships and some of 

their secondary relationships throughout all the stages 0E_the li!_e-cycle," 

(ibid., p. 34 - emphasis supplied). · 

Gordon is, perhaps, saying much the same thing as Erikson in his more 'mystical' 

definition of ethnic identity as "the identity of something in the individual's 

core with an essential aspect of a group's inner coherence" (Erikson 1960, p.38). 

Gordon's formulation, however, pe.rmits the deduction of more specific hypotheses 

for tes ting . Thus, taking into account that for some individuals (p.29), 

the intellectual subsociety (pp.224-232) and most white Prot"stants 

(pp.220-224) in America, ethnic identity may be of little importance, it TI!ay be 

postulated that if a network of sOclal relations has developed within the ethnic 

group so that its members tend to confine dl their primary relationships ",ithin 
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the group, then ethnic identity will be closer to "the core of personeli ty and 

self-identification" (Gordon, op.cit., p.2S), than if the network of ethnic 

relations tends to be largely secondary (as, for example, a Caledonian 

Society which is concerned with perpetuating certain aspects of Scots culture 

but may be the only context within which its members interact as Scotsmen). 

While the present study was not designed specifically to test such a 

theory of identity, the hypotheses do provide some confirmation - though without 

indicating causation. - that where primary relations are ethnically determined 

(hypothesis tllO) there is a strong commitment to the group (hypothesis one). 

The present study does not, however, throw any light on the second aspect of 

the theory. 

Related to this theory of identi ty, is Gordon's theory of the nature of 

assimilation. He distinguishes seven types or stages of assimilation which he 

summarises (£E.cit;, p.7l) as follows: 

TABLE 5 The Assimilation Variables 

Subprocess or Condition 

Change of cultural patterns 
to those of host society 

Large -scale entrance into 
clique s , clubs, and institutions 
of host society, on primary 
group level 

Large-scale intermarriage 

Devel.opmen t of sense of 
peoplehood based exclusive­
lyon host society 

Absence of prejudice 

Absence of discrimination 

Absence of value and pm,er 
conflict 

Type or stage of 
Assimi lation 

Cultural or 
behavioral 
assimilation 

Structural 
as simi lation 

Marital 
assimilation 

Identificational 
assimilation 

Atti tude recep­
tional assirrJla­
tion 

Behavior recep­
tioTIal assimila­
tion 

Civic assimilation 

Special Term 

Acculturation 

None 

Amalgamation 

None 

None 

None 

None 
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Gordon then goes on to di3cuss the relatio!lships betveen the var~ous stages or 

types of assimilation and suggests, among other.s , the £ollo"'ing t;lO hypotheses: 

"CThe relationship of cultural assimilation to all the others] may be 

stated as follows: 

1) cultural assimilation, or acculturation, is likely to be the firs·t 

of the types of assimilation to occur when a minority group arrives Oil 

the scene; and 

2) cultural assimilat~on, or acculturation, of the minority group may 

take place even when none of the other types of assimilation occurs 

simultaneously or lat er , and this conditioa of 'acculturation only' 

may continue indefinitely (op . cit . , p.77) ..• 

"Once structural assimi lation has occurred, ei ther simul taneously y.Ti th or 

subsequent to acculturati.on, all of the other t ypes of assimilation will 

natura~.o 1101>7 ..• Structural assimilation, then, rather than 

acculturation, is seen to be the keystone of the arch of assiLlilation" 

(op. cit., p .8l - emphasis supplied). 

To some extent, all five hypotheses bear upon, and confirm, Gordo!l's theoretical 

formulation. They also suggest that there is a mutually reinforcing relation-

ship bet"een the perpetuation of structural identity, and the degree to which 

such a s tructure involves (or, even, determines) primary r elations for membars 

of the ethnic group. 

(b) Urbanization ie Africa 

In the Conclusions to Chapters Seven and Eight, it was suggested th at the 

adaptation of Jewish ifi,migrants from Eas t ern European shte~~ach was not 

dissimi lar to what is happening to Africans cOlning t o to" .. r. in most countries 

South of the Sahara . Thus, the findings relating to the secolld hypo thesis -

that is, the tendency for ethnici ty to define the boundaries of ~rimary 

r e lationships - are. sit1li1: ,~r to those of Hayer (196i) conce.rning 'Red' 

(conservative) Xhosa of East London, Simi.larly the fifth hypothesia - the 
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definition of ethnic boundaries in terms of role ascription (which could, though 

not necessarily so, include pr~mary relationships) - is related to the whole 

question of tribalism in to>m : to what extent tribal divisions are 

recognized; whether and in what ways they may be important in urban social 

organization; their significance for the individual; and, whether ' tribalism' 

is manife.sted structurally, culturally or ~n both ways. Insefar , then, as 

the present study and studies of African urbanization may be subsumed under 

the broader questions of ethnic ident ity and assimi l ation, they are mutually 

re.levant. 

In addi don, hO>Tever, the ques tion of the nature of urban communi ties 

also unites the two fields of study in a common theoretical concern. Wirth 

(1938)3, in hi·s classic paper on the urban way of life, describes urban social 

relationships as fol lows : 

"Characteristically, urbanites meet one another in highly segmental roles . 

They are, to be sure, dependent upon more people for the satisfaction of 

their life-needs than are rural people and thus are associated with a 

greater number of organi zed groups, but they are less dependent upon 

particular persons, and their dependence upon others is confined to a 

highly fractionalized aspect of the other's round of activity . This is 

essentially what is meant by saying that the ci t y is characterized by 

secondary rather than primary contacts" (op . cit., p.54). 

Wirth has been criticized by Morris (1968)4 on the basis of Wirth's OI"n scudy of 

the Chicago ghetto (1928), as well as of other studies of urban cOrrL~nities 

(e.g. Gans 1966)5: 

3. Wirth, Louis 1938: "Urbanism as a way of life", Ame ri can Journal of Soci o logy , 
44, July 1938 reprinted in Paul K. Hat t and AlbertJ.Re iss ~·1957:CTties-
and Society, pp.46-63, Free Press, Glencoe , Ill. (rev.ed.) .. 

4. Horris, R.N. 1968: Urban Sociology , George Allen and Unwin, London 

5. Gans, H. 1966: "Urb anism and Suburbanism as Ways of Li fe: A re .. evaluatio!1. 
of definitions", in P.I. Rose (",d.) 1966: The Study of Society , Random 
House (cited by Morris 196 8 , p.170) 
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"A ... valid criticism of Wirth relates to ·his account of the functions of 

primary groups. He was fully aware, frem his olm studies of ghetto 

dwellers, that primary groups existed among city dwellers; but his theory 

was unable to assimilate the idea that they had essential functions in 

urban society. The ghetto has functions other than the assimilation and 

protection of its membe.rs. Primary groups and relationships are some-

times survivals from a traditional rural culture; but at others they are 

integral aspects of urban society, and are highly functional in dealing 

with the strains in urban life and in filling in gaps in its structure. 

They may, indeed, be supplemented by 'quasi-primary' groups in the 

suburbs .... 

"He is [also} acutely aware that heterogeneity is a potential 

source of conflict and ma1integration; and he is aware that in avoiding 

this potential problem, people tend to surround themselves with like-

minded others. Yet he does not stress that this may be a powerful 

source of integration; although the congregation of like-minded 

neighbours in an area may be largely unintentional, the possibility of 

finding a considerable number of persons who share one's own values , ay 

a ver] real attraction of the city" (op.cit., p.170). 

be 

This discussion as well as other theoretical issues relating to the nature of 

urban communi ties, provides another framework wi thin which "he hypotheses in 

the present study may be viewed, and which make it extremely relevant to urba:l 

African p r oblems. Thus, tribal associations in West Africa (Little 1965)6, 

groups based on common rural origins in East London (Mayer 1961) and Cape Town 

(Wilson an d Mafeje 1963) 7, or religious communities in East London (Dubb 1961 and 

forthcoming) 8 and Johannesburg (Schutte 1972)9 may be compared with characteristics 

6. Little , K. 1965: West African Urb anization, Cambridge University Press, Cembridge 

7. Wilson, H. and Mafeje, A. 1963: Langa, O.U.P., Cape Tmm. 

8. Dunb, A.A. 1961: The Rol e of the Church in an Urban African Society, unpublished 
M.A. thesis, Rhodes UIliversity. 

9. 

Dubb, A.A. forthcorring: Community of the Saved (revised version of Dubb 1961) 

Schutte, A.G. 1972: "Th.e.pelo ya sephiri: 
in Sow-eto H

) African Studi es ) ~) 4, 1972, 
A Study of 

pp.245-260 

Secre t Prayer Heetings 
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of the Johannesburg Jewish community, In particular, the ·ro Ie of shared 

values, the locus of primary relationships, and the perception of a moral 

community are relevant. 

Finally, though not reflected sp eci fically in the hypotheses, is the 

relevance of the present study to the process of urbanization in Africa, but 

this has already been discussed in the Conclusions to Chapters Seven and Eight . 

(c) Marginality 

While the present study is not concenled with the Jew as "a mal'ginal man" 

(P ark 1928 and Stonequist 1935 and 1937)10, it does throw some light, if 

only obliquely, on what Goldberg (19 l,l) 11 refers to as a 'marginal culture' 

12 and Antonovsky (1956) as a 'marginal situation'. Both ci te the J e"ish 

group as an exaJaple of their particular refinemc,nts of the theory of 

psychological marginality proposed by Park and Stonequist. Goldberg defines 

a marginal culture as a "region /]:Lot iu the ge0graphical sense] \<Jher2 two 

cultures overlap an d where the occupying group partakes of the traits of both 

cultures" (op.cit., p.52) , but denies that members of the occupying group are 

necessarily marginal men "possessed of characteristic feelings and attitudes of 

insecurity, ambivalence, e.xcessive self-consciousness, and c.hronic nervous 

strain" (op . cit., p.53). On the contrary, says Goldberg, the theory can be 

qualified as follo\o]8: if a person h as beeu socialized since birth into a margi,, ;;. l 

10. Park,R .E. 192 8: "Human Nigration and the Marginal l1an", American JO~lrnal 02, 
Sociology , May 19 28 , pp.88l-893 

Stonequist, Everett V. 1935: "~he problem of the Marginal Han", 
Journal of SocioloH, July 1935, pp.l·-12 

Stonequist, Everett V. 1937: The Harginal Man, New York 

(All cited by Goldberg 1941, p.52) 

American 

11. Goldberg, Hilton H. 1941: "A Qualification of the Marginal Man Theory", 
".I!l"r~5an Sociological Revie"l, £, 1941, pp.52-58 

12. Antonovsky,A. 1956: "Toward a refinement of the 'Marginal Man' Concept", 
Social Forces, 35, 1956, pp . 57-62 



- 272 -

c.ulture, shares this experience with others J participates l.ll its ins ti tutional 

activities and is not frustrated by his situation, then he will not be a 

marginal man: his marginal culture will be normal to him. The best example of 

a marginal culture is that of the second-generation Jew (in America) which is 

"a mixture of the cultural elements of immigrant Judaism provided by his family 

situation and of the elements contained in the wider Gentil e C'Jlture in which 

he must function" (op.cit., p.SS). 

While Goldberg's qualification of the marginal man theory is a useful 

one, his use of the term ffmarginal culture l1 
18 questionable. Given the 

conditions under which the marginal culture is normal to its meIPbers, Goldberg 

himself refers to "a stable and normal person participati.ng 1n an integrated 

manner 1n the activities of a unitary culture" (op.cit., p. 53 - emphasis added). 

It might, perhaps, be more useful to reserve the term 'margin~l culture' for 

that phase of culture contact in which the overlapping region is characterized 

by conflicting, .rather than by integrated, norms. The fir,dings of the present 

study would appear to support this criticism of Goldberg insofar as it would be 

meaningless to define Johannesburg Jewish culture as marginal - despite its 

'mixed' sources - since firstly, it is not in conflict with the dominant culture 

or within itself and secondly, its membe,rs place a high val ue on th2 survival 

of their community which, in turn, provides the frar.1e'.Jork for their most 

intimate relationships. 

Antonovsky (1956), however, emphasizes the "ma.rginal group" and the 

"marginal si tuation" 'Ylhich he defines in tenus of unequal access to opportunities 

and resources imposed upon members of a subordinate group by a dominant group. 

He then sugges ts (op. ci t., p. 62), as a modi fication of the marg i nal man theory, 

that individuals often 

"seem to develop definitions of the situation vlhich are relatively 

smooth, satisfying and livable. The margina l group as a whele r err .. ains 

in a conflicted state until it disappea.:-s or r e gains its independenc'3. 

I 
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Individual members work out a way of life t,olhich C2.ll be Yelatively non-

marginal. They do so by laying greater or lesser stress on their 

relations to one or the other culture. The future of the group as a 

whole, in large measure, depends upon the proportions choosing each 

of several possible definitions." 

Given the reality of antisemitism in South Africa and consequent J"'Hish 

feelings of insecurity (Chapter Ten), the Johannesburg Jewish community could 

be defined as a marginal group in terms of Antonovsky's definition. Ris 

theory can then be tested at least partially by applying the hYI'othes8s on 

sentiment (i.e. group survival) and social relations (i.e . a high degree of 

encapsulation within the grovp). These confirm that nanTi ths tanding t heir 

marginal situation, Johannesburg Jews have, in general, worked out a 

satisfactory 'way of life which is relative ly non-marginal'. It is clear, 

however, that appropriate measures of personality would have to be applied 

for the adequate testing of the marginal man theory and its refineuents. 

(d) Other theoreti cal impli cat i ons 

Apart from the three major theoretical areas discussed above, various 

aspects of the study are relevant to more specific theoretical and ~onceptual 

problems. In some cases, these implications have been suggested in thE. COUl'se 

of discussion, although frequently this has not been done. 

be useful to mention some of these at this juncture. 

It might therefore 

In the first place, there are those questions that relate to the study 

of Jews as a minority group. Levin's concept of selfhatred (194 8) has already 

been discussed in Chapter Ten, but Jewish ethnocentrism and attitudes to non-Je"s 

and non-whites have been dealt with only in passing (Chapters Six and Ten). 

The latter is of particular relevance to Lever's (1968) study of ethnic 

attitudes in Johar.nesburg, in which he sho';1s that, ir, general, Jews tep-d to 

have far more favourable attitudes tOHards othe.r grou?s than Eng] i5h- or 
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Afrikaans-speaking South Africans . The discussion of moral ideas in 

Chapter Eight may suggest a possible explanation of Lever's findings or, at 

least, a direction for future research on the subject. 

Another problem, on which some data are aveilable in the present study, is 

that of Jewish reaction to prejudice and discrimination. This has not, 

however, been dealt with specifically as such but a good deal of relevant 

information and comment is to be found in Chapters Seven, Eight and Ten, in 

particular. 

The second main category of problems relates specifically to the South 

African situation. The Jewish community can be seen as an example or the many 

distinct groups making up the South African population. . On the one hand, 

it is unique in some ''lays but on the other, it shares its desire for survival 

as a separate entity, its social structure, distinguishing cultural features, 

and so on, with such groups as the Greeks, Lebanese and Indians. Clearly, 

however, a good deal of comparative material is necessary if the present study 

is to be fully exploited in this context. It may, however, be mentioned t hat 

a study of the Afrikaans community in one South African city, using parts of 

the schedule constructed for the present study, has been proposed by a 

colleague of the author. 

In this, and the preceding discussions, the relevance of the hypotheses, 

in particular, and the study, in general, in relation to wider problems in 

sociology and social anthropology has been demonstrated. 

F. Some Inadequacies of the Pre sent Study, Sug gestions for Furthey Research, 

and a Note on Practical Implications 

On the whole, the present study has been successful: it has provided 

answers, more or less adequate ly, to most of the questions posed in Ch apter Two, 
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and has provided the data for testing the five hypotheses. At the same time, 

however, during the cour se of the study - both at the interviewing stage and 

during processing, analysis and writing up - certain inadequacies became 

apparent. Some of these we r e the consequence of the limits placed on the 

enquiry (e.g. the exclusion of psychological factors), the me thod of enquiry 

(that is, reliance on interviews rather than on direct observation), and the 

necessity of keeping interview sessions reasonably short (e.g. eliminating, as 

far as possible, open-ended questions requiring lengthy answers). Others, 

howeve r, reflected shortcomings in the method or research desi gn , and were the 

result of poorly-conceived or badly-worded questions (e.g. tho se seeking 

information on class and on values). Since these inadequacies resulted in 

insufficient or unsatisfactory data having been collected, a more detail~d 

listing would be of value for fu ture research - both as a caution against 

possib Ie pi tf alls 3-nd as a pointer tOHards . f rui tful enquiry. 

In the fir s t place, it became evident during the course of writing up, 

that apar t from the questions on r eligious beha'iiour and the cursory observaticns 

of intervi ewe rs, the questionnaire had provided inadequate coverage of the 

cultural dimension. It became necessary for the author to construct a picture 

of Jewish culture in Johannesburg on the basis of his .own experience as a 

participating member of the community, the experience and ob servations of a few 

Jewish and non-Jewish fri ends and colleagues, and the ins ights of South African 

Jewi sh novelists about their own cOlllillunity . Clearly, t he vie,,' presented must 

be limite d, since there are sub-groups within the connnunity of whom the author 

and his informal informants h ave li ttle knO\,ledge and e,.:perience. Future 

resear ch would haVe to take into account the importance of non-traditional 

cultural traits in the total configuration of Jewish culture in South Africa, 

and would h ave to r e l y more heavily on direct observation of the various life­

styles of local Jews. 
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The ques tion of life-style leads to the second important area on vinich Bore 

precise information would h ave considerably enhanced the present study: class . 

As Gordon (1964, pp.47-48) points out, ethnic identity is not wi th a whole 

ethnic group, but "ith, what he calls, the "ethc lass" . This is a gr.oup ,.;hi ch 

is defined b o th by ethnicity and by social class. It is <lith this gro,,? that 

the individual identifies: the ethnic component defines ancestory or 'belonging', 

the class stratu~ defines s hared in terests and life-styles. In the present 

study, an attemp t "as made to cbtain information on "hether Jews perceived any 

kind of class stratification within the cOlumu~ity. It was decided, however , 

not to ask this directly, but to enquire, rather, whether Respondents felt that 

there were any IIdlvisions tl within the Jewish community and, i f so, to identify 

the",. This yielded a variety of answers ranging from "none" or "don't know" 

to "rel igious and irreligious") IIrich and poor" and "foreign Je1;.]S and o the rs". 

Future studies ']QuId do well to define a set of objective (or external) 

criteria of class as well as to asc.ertain self-perceptions relating to possible 

class stratification. 

Another aspect of the present s tudy which would have been ~nhanced by 

full e r data was r e ligiosity . This was measured by an attitude sub-sc;;le, 

Religious Beliefs, and by a self-rating scale, "I am a religions/ccmpletely 

irreligious persontl
• A fuller measure of religiosity, for exar.Tflle the questions 

used by Lenski (1951) in his study of religion in America, might h;;ve given a 

more reliable meas ure than the two which 1" ... "'ere used. Furthermore, a more 

sensitive measure ffiight have permitted more adequate tes ting of He rbe r g ' s (1955) 

hypo thes is that thi~d generation Je';'lS were more reli gious than their parents. 

Three dimensions of identification - Zionism) Ant i semiti sm and 

Ethnocentrism - were, perhaps given less attention than they me ri ted. This ''''as 

because" as has been pointed out in the Conclusion t.o Chapta'r Six, the attitude 

schedule Has COtlstI'ucted only of items with high di. scriII!inative pmvp.rs, Thus 
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these three dimensions, on which most items tested in the pilot study exllibited 

a high degree of agreement (see Table 3.1), were not adequately covered in the 

final schedule and, hence, in the analysis. It "ould, therefore, be 

desirable in any future study to include such items since they reflect areas of 

more or less universal positive identification. Wi th regard to 

Antisemitism, it might have been useful to include an open-ended question 

through which both personal experiences and general assessments could have been 

ascertained. 

The discussion, in Chapter Eight, of moral values was based on inferences 

from several open-ended questions. . While this was a valuable source, it might 

have been useful, in addition, to have included a number of multiple choice 

questions or one requiring ra~~ing of certain attributes. The question of how 

best to obtain information on values is, however, an extremely difficult one and 

would bear careful consideration. 

The final comment, arising out of the inadequacies of the present study, 

relates to sel~uatred and marginality. The assessment of selfhatred 

(Chapter Ten) was based on the four-item Antisemitism attitude sub-scale, on 

responses to two open-ended questions on typically Jewish characteristics, a~d 

on whether) and in what ways, Jews contributed to antisemitism. It is felt, 

however, that the measures used were not sufficiently sensitive and that they 

yielded no firm conclusions. TI1US, for example, was agreement with the state-

ment that Jews were too clannish, a manifestation of selfhatred or simply a 

statement of fact? It is, perhaps, because of thIs ambiguity, that no 

qualitatively significant relationships emerged between the Antisemitism sub-

scale and other variables. With regard to psychological marginality - which 

is closely related to selfhatred - a suitable personality test might have 

provided valuable insights. 

More generally, further research should be directed at obtaining comparative 



- 278 -

material. This should be undertaken on t"o fronts: JeHish communi ties 

outside Joh annesburg (and, particular'ly, in the smaller t owns), and other, 

non-Jewish communities in Johannesburg. Furthennore, it might nO'tV' be 

interesting to study in greater detail particular segments of the Johannesburg 

Jewish community such as university students, Jewish day school pupils, 

13 
converts to Judaism, and so on 

Although the value of academic research should not be judged on its 

usefulness in solving practical problems, its value is clearly enhanced if it 

has such possibilities. Most of the results of the present study are not 

directly applicable to problems facing the Jewish community, altho ugh they do 

provide more accurate infonnation than was previous ly avai lab Ie on ce rtain 

problematic areas, and also suggest - as has already been shown - directi.ons 

for further research. Thus, for example, the present study places the issue 

of 'dual loyalty' - the accusation levelled at the Jews, from time to t i.me, 

of being less loyal to South Africa than to Israel - in a somewhat different 

light. Begging the question of what is loyalty and whether, psychologically, 

multiple loyalties are necessarily 'inferior' to single ones, the present 

findings h ave indi cated that feelings about Israel and about South Africa are 

independent of cne another. Thus a supporter of the National Party (and its 

policies) may also be a staunch and devoted Zionist, ,,,hile an anti-government 

Progressive may have very luke-warm sentiillents in relation to Israel. 

Similarly, it may be of interest b o th to the leadershi.p of the Jewish community 

and to the Government, that despite the absen ce of seri.ous overt or offici.al 

antisemitism, Jews feel somewhat inse cure in South Africa. 

Of more direct practical concern, however, are the findings relating to 

13 . It may be mentioned that the S.A. JeHish Be ard of Deputies established a 
Research Unit in 1969, on behalf of which the author has undert aken two 
studies - one of pupils' evaluatj_ons of various aspects ,of the Je.wish Day 
Schools and of Je"ish i dentificati on among the se pupils (see Dubb J.971), 
and one of Je'lish identification among Jewish stllde ·~ts at the University of 
the Wi t waters rand (Dubb forthcoming). 
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Jewish identification and, by implication, Jewish surv~val . It would seem, for 

example, to be highly significant thC'.t the '!lost important factor in ensuring 

Jewish survival in Jo!1 annesburg is tha t p!:imary relati onships ten d to remain 

wi thin the communi ty. From the point of vie\< of l eaders of the community, 

then, inte rmarri age will be. containe d primarily by preserving existing patterns 

of Jewish social rela tions and by, someho\<, discouraging structural assimilation 

among young Jews. Needless to say, the questi on of stra tegies and techniques , 

are a matter of poli cy and cannot be derived from the present study. 

Another related area, and one that has already been the subject of one 

further scudy (Dubb 1971) is the Jewish day school. What is ne ·cessary , 

foll owing the conclusion reached in the present study that the source or 

amount of Jewish education bears little relationship to J ewish identification 

(Ch apter Ten), is a serious eva.luation of the community ' s poli cy with regard 

to J e>lish educational faci 1i ties , in general, and the Day Schoo 1, in particular. 

Educational goals , as well as questions of allocation of resources, mus t be 

thoroughly inves ti gated . 

Jewish reli.gious leaders will, no doubt, take note of the findings relating 

to religiosity and observance. Notwithstanding the limitations of the 

ass es sment of reli giosity a lready discussed above, there is c lea r evidence 

that for many, neithe r observance of mitzvoth nor attendance at synagogue 

services satisfies religious needs . Yet , it is clear , some religious needs 

do exis t . It ,.ould seem that the re-examination of the religious d tuc:tion 

by r abbis and lay leade r s is indicated. 

There are , doubtless, many more pointers to future research and to 

practical application that could be gleaned from t he present study , but it is 

hoped that the major a.reas have been delineated in the present Chapter . 
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Soak,s~lt C~ ottc~~is e kosher your neat 
Keep seua~~~e ~te~sils for ~cat a~d ~ilk 
· ,T O" ... COO'" ..... "Y' e ,....~ -:':::'0":'" QY"!~ ,..,; 11c +o"e"'he~ 1'. v .'\.. v_ c..... • ........ ,...... '- ~ ... ... ti .......... . , II U v _ ..... 

N at use po:-~ : !J~cc.:~cts or sr:eJ. l fish 
AVIAY P~O?: l:C':.= e.o ~IOD.. cat nor:- kosher 
f ood? (Circle i f 'Y3S') 
Do not oose~ve a~ a~l 

i; l ·;\.:r .L.;.~_,,:,~L; ... :.:... ' .. ;0 : 1. - 0 lnC .... USl ve 

= 1 
~ 2 
= 3 
= 4 
= " ./ 

,-= 0 

= 7 

( CO""I,' n --·~ ..,-,--C~TO--"- - ,- - 1 " 

1-5 inclucive = 2; 1+2/3/4/5/6 = 3; 
4; 7 = J; no YCCpO~8e = 6) 

= 1 ; 
2/3/t,/5/6= 

I 

-----------------------------------------------------, 

5 . C O[::P.AP.3~ '" ':' :.: .::~ YCl;~3~LP, ~o rt'EAT 3X~=lJ':l DID 
YOUR ? t .. ::::'::;~'-'='S CJ2::r'T~ ~(j~SEEUTH \'{HILST YClJ "'lETI 
STILL LIVI:~J ~I~E ~~Ei,I? 

Parents no:::'e l::oshcr = 1 
Parents s.s.=e = 2 
Parents less :t:osher = 3 
Don ' t knO\'i = 4 
Not app1i C2. ole (orphan , c onvert) = 5 

11 

L I 

lW CO::!3 

12 

n 

13 

U 



r------------------------------------------~ 
6. IF S HAS r(j~~i}'0 .:,8:sD !_' O ~ ; T';' :: V :T,'( ~O 1,2,3, If , 5 OR 6 

A~jO,I'" AS,T 10CI" "'CTT-(j~l---:--J' G ,=)'''-''''10-'' J'I .1J , , ,- .... .. ~. J.: LI .l.I . , . . , ~ ""~ .H ) . J • • 

1----------------- - ---- ----- -------------i 
XXX \,IHY DO YOU KESI) KC: i!':·,':" ]''0 l"AR Mj YOU DO? 

(NOTE:Circle all approp~iatc response~. If TIer 
re sponse, record in sp,~ce IJrovic.ied and do not 

.•. , code. ) 

, I believe in it/It i8 Je v,iGh law/It is God' 3 

commandment/other r()lii~iouG reRson = 1 
Children r;;us'i; have Jev:ii;h homc/2..l1 exar.1ple 
to children = 2 
Symbolises my Jewic!: idel1.ti ty/Any JCVI can 
eat in my ho:ce/It is cc:stO::l or tradi tion/ 
It is the ' done ' tl;"!. l~g = 3 
For the sake of p &rcnts or relatives = 4 
Kosher food tC2..1 thiE":r , C~e2.~ler, tastie:r/ 
Killing f.1ore hmMU1e/Oi;her rationo.lization= 5 
Spouse wants it = 6 
Children rro.nt it = 7 
Out of ho.bi t/~'eel happie r doiniS it/nave 
always kept kcsher/Sal'! it in parents ' home= 8 
Other (specify) = 9 

Don't know!i,;o responsc = 0 
Not appli cable(does not keep kosher at all=A 

(CODING INSTRUCnC:'TS: l+&'l'ly=l; 3+o.ny=2; 2 or 
7+any=3; 8+any=4; 4 or 6+any=5; 5+any=6; 
0=9; A=O) 

7.a. APJI.HT FROT~ ::?l~~~ IGICUS S~~TIVICBS AEj) C:SR:S~.10NI:SS , 
DO YOU KEEP YOJR HEAD CO'r.':rtED FOR lELIGIOUS 
REASO?lS? 

I,lost or all of the ti:r.e 
Whenever possible (i.e.except 
or at work, in cinemas, etc.) 
At r.Jeals only 
No 

in business 
= 1 

= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

b. IF S IS r,~'.1:'S : DO YOU AVOn USIXG A RAZOR ':IITH 
B1J..DE - SCCli AS A 'CU,['-'::'ERCAT' OR A SAFE~Y 
RAZOR - FOR lGLIGIOUS R2ASOXS? 

Nost or all of the tice 
Whenever possible 
No 
Not applicable (S is female) 

c. IF S IS 1,:J._1E: DO YOU rUT ON TEFILLIN? 

ReGularly 
Occasionally . 
Very seldo:r./not at all 
Not applicable (S is fenale) 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

NO CO:JE 

l~, 

n 

15 n 

16 

U 

17 

U 



f7>·)O("'l~--' .... -. · -..'.c. - ~-,., ) ~.~ "'I"'\-~-" 
\.l.J~ ~ \ .... .:~,JJ~v.;_ . • ,J ::"'::"':"' v";'.,::, 

EA? I ::G ,A:?:'=~ 
OCCASIO;,S? 

. . - \ r..: -'---'-' 
; ,..r..o...I.::.1,,\.T A~;j) 01: 07:iER ,,· ... ??;.O~=..,~~I;..'l:E 

ReGular:Ly 
Occasionall:t 
Very seIdo=!~c~ at all 

= 1 
= 2 
== 3 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 

B.a. A?.E Cll.:rD3S ~st;~~~:y LI'r IN YOUR HO:.3 0:-; ?3.IDAY 
EV~I'rI!'~GS? 

YG Sf al vinys/usl:e.lly 
Yes OCCR5io:.-:2.:':':, 
SeldoT7!/:;cve~ 
Not applic2.o1e (S does not have ovm 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 

hc:::e) = 4 

b. IS KIDD1JSE1 (Y,-=::2 ',':I~;3 'USU.ALLY SAID J::~ YC:;J. EO;,3 
Olf FRI:UAY ~-r~~~:l ~ ~~S? 

Ye S a'\"~ 'r~/" ~ .. ~ 1 I Y , ..r.... .c;,."", ........ ,1,..4(.;.. ..... _ 

Yes occ~sic::c:1J 
Se Id om/;; C"le':-

Not applic2.o:Le (S does not have oVln 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 

:-. c::-.e ) = 4 

COOK? Sr!A'/~? ?i...J·1.1 o?OR11? l~T~r~l;j) CI~.~~.:.; ... ,:;~~; C~S, 
RESTAUr:.l~::':2S ? 

Yes I al\'la:;s/u.s;.;all~f 8.void all/nost 
Yes, apart ~rc= ~~2t is absolutely 
necessary i:l =-.C:.~':i:!g a living 
'10 some ex"te~~ 

Li ttle/l~ot a~ 2.::1 

= 
, 
-'-

= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

G ~:;::R.A.LL Y 

Yes, an or~~:cd.cx seder 
Yes, a re~ or~ 0':- s~ortened seder or 
modified sec.er 
Onl y a fa::.:'ly ::.e al (\'Ii th or wi ~hou t 
kiddush or.:Ly) 
No 

= 1 

= 2 

= 3 
"" 4 

e. Oll P~SAC~ JO ~c:~ ':'.VOI~ :3A~I~\jG 3:=t:SA~ j.,,::D OTH~R 
CHO:,:ZTZ])Il:~'= C:C::-?~ISACE) FOO:JS? 

Yes,strictly (o::ly uSe Beth Di:1 certifi ed 
foods) 
Yes, bu~ r.c~ s-;; ri c-;; l y/only at hone 

= 1 
= 2 

Only avoid. ":)::'2:=:'8. E.~"ci ca:-:es = 3 
Eat Qatza~ ~os~ly, ~ut dontt take special 
care = 4 
No = 5 

19 n 

20 o 
21 

22 

LJ 

23 

D 

24 

D 



_/ 

XXX f. Hon no YOU C:ZIJ=3=tJ'~:'=~ F~.';SACII, SliKVUC~i.'H A;'J:J SUCC07lI? 

xxx 

Go to synn.;j0Cltt.? ,c l cse bUGi:1CGs/c1on ' t wor]~, 
observe nIl custo~s anu nrohibitions = 1 
Possibly GO "~o SO:r:0 services nnd/or observe 
some custo8s , DO f~;:r2 c 8.l"ldlcs ,kiddush,i'e s tive 
rne~ = 2 
As above, but not all three fe s tivals = 3 
Observe li t tle or notI:in,,:: of any = 4 

Go to synaG0[;l;.e , cl ose bU3 iYless/do not v/ork, 
observe asscci c:ed custo~G e nd prohibi tions , 
all three (or , if refor~,two) days = 1 
Go to synE.;~'J;:;uc , c:i.ose business/don't \'lork, 
all three (or,if re~ or~ ,t\';o) days , and fast 
YOQ Kippur = 2 
Go to syna;:;ozile for 8oll/oo::Je serv ices and 
work part of tile ti:1e, usual ly fast Yom 

-Kippur = 3 
Observe onl;! YO::J }':i ,pur by i;oing to at l east 
SOr.1C seryice s a~-"d. "Q .;r usually fasting = 4 
Obs e rve li~tle c= nothing Gyself, but close 
businoss/dc~'t ~or~ out of respect = 5 
Observe little or ~othing at all ~ 6 

h. DO YOU :JSG./~11Y LIGiIJ.' CIIAHirUKA:-r CA:i.'rDLES ? 

Yes, al';Jays/usuCllly 
Yes, Occ~sionally 
Seldo:J/never 
No, because I do no t have own home 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

XXX 9.a. j,l'{E 30'.:E yct;:o. PA,-S::'l'S S':'II,L I .I VING? I,,' Y3S , 
!.i.ARK 92. ~~~=~:-D b 1 =~ at £:. V:"!11 i c c·!.-ole f A~·rD CO~ :'i.;: ~ ,uE 

\/I~~: Q~~~,:)~· :C=: 10 . -,-:~~~6, AS:Z: 

XXX 'o{HAT i.;OU:];TI::G CUS':::'O;,:S DID YOU 03SERVE FOR HIl::/ 
HER/\,[HICi!3V~~ PJ· .. SS2:J Al, ,'.!,.Y :.1 0::13 R:::;C~~i71Y? 

Sat shivah for Be ven days, praycrs at hone all 
nights, no enter-cair;l:lents for year ,and if S is 
male, said ;wddicll dc.ily for year = 1 
Sat sh iv2.h and [:[',d praye r s for Vlhole '.'Ieek , 
and ei tr.c:, :10 er:.-:e rt 2..in:-:en~ for year or if 
S nale s£lic. ~:nd.;.:i8!!' dai ly- for year - = 2 
Sat shi yah ar.d hn.d p ~nyers for part/'Nhole 
vleek,no entertair:::cr.. : s f or ·one I:onth e.nd 
if S male, sai d kadc i sh Vleek ly for year OR 
daily for a period = 3 
Sat shivah/~o eJ1~ertai~~ent for li~ited 
period/i::addisr.. '.':eckly or for a period 
Observed no :::our!:ing ri te s 
Not applicable (p::,re ::t s ':loth living/ 
died more ~han five years ago) 
No response 

= 4 
= 5 

= 6 
= 7 

26 

CI 
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\ 
b.' ;7PJ\T rillEORIAL CUS 'l'O;'IS DO YOU OIlS:;:mVE FOR 

LArl'E PAR2~I<~/S ? 
YOUR 

Observe yortseH(jahrzeit) A1m say yizkor 
(hazkorre, hazkarrah) = 1 
Observe yortseit only = 2 
Say yizkor only = 3 
Do not observe any Demori a l rites = 4 
Not applicable (bpth p a rents living/ 

I 

I 

I 

parent died less than year a g o) - 5 

No response ______ . _______ .. __ : 6 J 
xxx 10. HAVE YOU EVER nE:,~r i-;Olm on ESSS O:SS:;<;RVA!IT THAl\' 

YOU ARE TO:::J!S? (Obtain full de tails and 

XXX 

xxx 

record verbatim.) 

1l. C OLIT ARE}) \'lITH YOL~S~Llil , 'fO '.T1IA.T :SXTSnT DID 
YOUR PAlt3~;TS OBSE~l.V~ j-J,,'II SH CUSTO];] Aim 
RITUALS? 

Both parents more obscrvrrn t than S = 1 
Both parent s the 3 ~l;;}e a s S = 2 
Both parGnts less observn,nt than S = 3 
One parent mOI'C and one the same as S = 4 
One parent more and. O~1C less than S = 5 
One parent the sa:ne and one less than S = 6 
Don't knovi = 7 

12.a. '!1HA'r LANGUAGE DO YOU USE r:OST 
HOMS? (If more than one, tick 

FREQUENTLY AT 
but DO HOT CODE) 

English 
Afrikaans 
Yiddish 
I,adino 
Hebrew= 
German 
other ........................ ... .... 

- 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 
= 5 
= 6 

XXX b. 'IF.AT LAHGUAGE DID YOUR PA~l.ENTS USE I.mST 
FREQU:SN~LY A~ EO!.~? 
(If more than one , tick but DO NOT code) 

EnGlish = 1 
Afrikaans = 2 
Yiddish = 3 
Ladino = 4 
Hebrew = 5 
German = 6 
Othe r ........................................ .. 

29 

I_J 

30 

Ll 

31 n 

32 

n 
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13.:2 . 

14 .a . 

:,.,t le .~.l.st ', .. ~e~:2.~~ 
I rr8 [;..112.::'''2.;:,­

S'..l~)s c:'i~ e :-S -.:.2.:.:rlj­
i r reL"'J·l2.rl;:,' 
Sel ':O::/I:ot ~.~ 

:'6E.d 

0:11:,·· Je';! i s:'--: - ::":: : S 2. ... ..s :- t ~()O::8 

:·~a.inl~,.. JC" .. ::'3~:-:":: ··e:::'e3"'.; ~~ -('~:s 

.!~CO ~.lt 3.3 -.... ...... :::..:. . ..; ~:: o::: a:!:'"s 
!·~ ~.ir:.l;:,:- o~::s :, '.:'"" ::.~:s 
:~o b('·o~:s 0: :: e .-:' :::~1 i::"~~"l"'C3t 

Do ~_ot ::: e·-::.:: 2-G;)~-:.3 £I.; ~l/:,:--~rGl~· 
i -O " s"~e/·",a-= ,.:; --'.,~ ':"' '''- ~ .. -::''''''' c r .. ::),..~ ':".0 •. " ...... _ ....... . _ . .. • • _ . ... c; v .~ .L '-'_ . t.:: ..... _ 

_ .-."' ---- --:- ::.-
.~~"" _ _' __ _J 

_'J:<)ut ',;ee~:l~i 

A::out r:.or_t~ __ l ~-

Abou.t six ::'_~.:,:.::~ -'';:l e ,;rhole l)~riocl 
7e •. 1/ "0.L <;"l + .... 1 1 ..... " J. . V <.,1..0 c._ ...:.. 

l;ever been 2:?:'"T."lec. 

i·I&.rri.ed 
Ser:2.r~.ted 

Divorced 
' .. :id.o\·!ed 

Yes , Je1:!ish 
Yes , Ch!"ist :"er. 
:~o ci ";i 1 , =8. :-:' s~~-:e' s court 
1;0 res pons e 

l'~ar:::,ied :;8·.~· o::.~ i ~·~S , 

~ !2.:'ri ed. .J 8';; . ::':' ""7 9S , 

: larried J e-.. ,r • :-'2 -: ec , 

~:O':! ser ·~.!'2.ted 
LJ'.T r"ti .... -·-:.,r:e r:.. 

-:-_'Y''-! se:;:' :"2.~:.ed 

::J~: :3..':' ".roYced. 

~·Ia::cl'ie(lc :~i2.:: :::' :ss, Y:.O\! \.-:i.c.C"..red 
I ~c.l·'I'i ed ;~i2:_ ::':' ~;2S , 5-:·i11 r.1ar ::-iec. 

no 

= 1 
2 

= " .I 

4 I-J 
-'n 

'! :~A _ 

, 
• 

= 2 
= 3 
= ,1 

• 35 
= ~ ./ , 
= .:.' II 

7 

.= 2 
= 3 
= L!. L_I 

= 1 
= 2 
-- 3 ::0 r' J~ "".7 ... .... .... .J 

= 4 
= 5 

= 1 
= 2 KO cor·:;; 
= 3 
= 4 

pi."L"":ch 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= ,1 , 
= 5 

r 
= 0 

= 7 , 
- S n = '7 
= 0 

= A 
= 5 
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15. DO YOU H:,VE ANY CEII.'L:n? ';J OUJ,J) YOU l';nI, FoE 
A PEri ~l'lIDiGQ ADOUT 'rii]';j,:? (Do not code) 

Initials I I -
Age 

Sex I 
I 

r.llari tal 
Status 

.'/here 11' 
.Giving , } 

At School 
or not (2 ) 

Occupation(3) 
I 

(NOTE: (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

~ith parcntc(p); boar dinG school(B); 
Away fro~ pc rcllts(A) 
This c;.:cluclrc !;,clrscry school. 
At school ( 8T;Prejpost school (NS) . 
At school(S) ; Stude~t(St) ; Doctor(Dr); 
Den t ist( Dc ) ; :;ni"ineer (E); 
Pha r CRcis t( P) i Architect (Ar) i 
Acc ountant(fcj ; hdvocate( Ad }; 
Att or~c"( l t' ). "'e~ (' ~'e ~( 'l') · A ~'; .I . , J.. +c,. .... J. .. ....... , 

Uiniste r(l,:); Jc'::ish CO:;Jr.!unal Service 
(JCS) ;O t: ~ er l'rofess ional(O?) ; 
Employcc (~:1 ) ; ~xecu~ive( Ex); O\"/21S small 
business (013) ;O'llYls s:nall indus try(I); 
Other (specify). 

IF S HAS 110 CEILDRi\i; , COI, 'l'Il'ilr.B WITH QUZSTIm; 
19 AT PAGE 15. 

38 

n 
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xxx 16.a. IF S :::;\S S::::/3 : J::: J '::OU :iAn YOUR SO::jS B21 3SEDj 
CI}H,!U i .~CIS:':: ':) ? l ? -.::~s, :rr l;'l~IO:,"1 - A DOC~O:~ 0:-< 

XXX 
./ 

A ' ''O,-<?T I I ' .". ... .. . -. . ~-. .. ·.- D' '''l--'IS''' '"'R TIJ' B3I I? 
J I .... .....JlJ\ ..: 'I._'-~, .. JJ~._, ' . ......... l .... ~J_,.ill.J . _ I. 

( NOTE:So~e ~etical doc t ors are also cGrtified 
mohels. I: S is certa~n that doctor is also 
a mahel, ~ecord t t c t operation was per~ormed 
by a mohel. I: S is uncertain of ritual 
status of coctor, record doctor) 

All SO!}S ( or 0 ..... 1 "'r 
J..l..J...; son) circumcised 

by mohel = 1 
Some sons -o~.' r::. o~el, SOr.1e by d. octor = 2 
All sons ( o~' OY"ii..y son) by doctor = 3 
Son:e sons ~,- ::: c:-.. c 1 , S 0:7:8 uncircu;;]cised = 

, 
V" -r 

Some sons '-' LI . ci 08tO:r, 30~e uncircu::lcised = 5 
All sons (or O-:l:"y son) uncircu"Xcised = 6 
Not applica'Dle ( ,,0 children/no sons) = 7 

b. IF S 2.:'..8 s::~/s: 1,'II .. S ~E2?.E·, OR \'tIL1, THE?3 3E, 
fJn C3:=3i3,'_:,,::: :0:: 0::( C:::::t::;;;.:OlH ON YOUR SO:i/S 
BAR:.;rnVA3? 

39 

D 

( N07'E: If ~:yso['./s not yet barl:li tzvah, consider . 
only those and c',is r c !""rd post-barmitzvuh son/s) I 

Yes, there '::a s service ar:d party = 1 

xxx 

,. 

Yes, there ·.·:as service but no party = 2 
Yes, there was par t y, but no service = 3 
No, there ~as no service or party = 4 
Yes, there ',';ill be s e rrice ilnd party = 5 
Yes, there "''''il l be s e rvice only = 6 
Yes, there ':;:.11 be party only = 7 
No, there will be neither party nor service 

r do not k~o',': v.'hat will be/child to 
dec 'de/;Y~~~~e~e~~ ..... ~., ...... ....:.- .... _ ...... '" 
Not applica'Dle (no Children/no son IS) 

= 8 

= 9 
= 0 

C IF S ens " " '~::'-7.'J/S· \"~S mH7,'''''~' • ;;. .'""'1. .i.J.-_ ... , I..; •• ~-,.,.' • jl", ..L'!.LIil.£." OR \'f ILL TlSRE 

. . . . 

BE, A ~~Y C_·J~~:~A~IO~: OR SBRVICE 
BA Tl;II 'i'ZV f,E? 
(NOTE: As ( b) above) 

OI~ YOUR DAUGHTER/~ 

Yes, t!lere ·:.'as service n.nd party = 1 
Yes, there 7:2.S service 'uu t no party = 2 
Yes, there was party but no service = 3 
No, there ';;as no service or party = 4 
Yes, there ':::'ll be s ervice and party = 5 
Yes,there ~ill be service but no party = 6 
Yes,there -.· .. :.11 be par;!;y but :10 service = 7 
No t~ere ','rill be no party or service = 8 
Don 't kno':; •• :-.a t \,iill be/child to de cide/ 
indifferent = 9 
Not applicable (no children/no daughters) 

= 0 

, 40 

1,----

h 41 
I 
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?.7. !IF S H.~S SCEC0:"-::;O=:~J C .~ .! ~.'~' . ~::;?\ I 
(NOT;;;: If S has =o~e tl;an o~c ctild in this categorYi 
ascertain whethe~ SiS rcspo~3e holds true, on the 
whole, for all these childrcn~ If S indicates that 
there are gross difie~ences, this should be reflected) 

a. TO WHAT EXn!;T CjO YOU::! CiELDil;;;N OBSERVE THE 
SABBATH? 

All attend se ~vices regula rly or fairly regularly, 
and cowpletely !'ef:'ai::1 from ridin0 (except, poss­
ibly to syna~ogue), w~iti~c, attending cine=a or 
parties I play::.::! s port, etc. = 1 

All at tend services r eguLo.rly or fairly regularly, 
bUt observe few or none of the prohibitions = 2 

All a'Xend services very irregularly/Do not 
observe Sabbath at all = 3 
Some children as (1) and some as (2) - 4 

Some children as (1) and some as (3) = 5 
Some children as (2 ) and some as (3) = 6 

Not applicable (no school-going children) = 7 

Don't know = 8 

b. TO ':iHA'~ EXT;;;XT DO YOUR CEILDR;;;N OBSERVE THE JE::iISH 
FESTIVALS? 

All attend all or most se~vices, do not attend 
school on any ies-:ival, a.:-!d cOr:lpletely refrain 
from riding (axcc?t possibly to synagogue), 
writing, at:ending cine~as or parties, playing 
sport, etc. = 1 

All atte~d all or ~ost services, do 
school on any fcst~val, but observe 
of the prohibitions 

not attend 
few or none 

All attend ~igh ~olyday services and, possibly, 
an occasional se~vice 0~ other festivals, do 
not attend school on any festival, and observe 
few or none of the pro!1.ibitions. = 3 

All do not a~~end school on any festival 

All do not at~e~d school on seme festivals 
and/or atcend High ~olyday services 

All observe no Jewish festivals 

So::::e observe as (ll and sorr.e as (2) or (3) 

Bone observe as (1) and sO::le as (4) or (5) 

SOr.i.e observe as (1 ) ar...d soma as (6) 

Sona observe as (2) or (3) some as (4), (5) 

Not applicable 

Don't know 

= 4 

= 5 

= 6 

= 7 

= 8 

= 9 
or(6)= 0 

= A 

= B 

1\2 

n 
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narrc 12 
... t •. 

I \:.Y =:'- -" - :"""'.-Q I ...., ~ .. ~ ..... v_.v L~u 

\,,'OULD YClJ =-=='=, CJ. ;:J .. VE ~:IG~, .A::Y O? ~C1IJ. 
CHIL1)R3: : , ', ';';:0 _:~ ~":j S'~IL~ JI.'I: SC;~OO~, ~v CoO ='0 .A 
JE~ISH ~~y SC~~CCL (8.~.Xing J2vid ,Y2 s~~va 
College)? ::2' "':=;5, \/i·:Y? IE' :;0 , \'; l:': :~C~? 

Yes, I Vlc"t;.lci l :"}~G/interl.ci to send ny chil d/ren 
to a Je\'/ish :'ay SCllOol because ••• 

Yes,I would 21ave liked to send ~y c:-_ilc./ren to' 
a Jewish Day school, but have'not because ••• 

NotI would not like to send ~y c~ ildre~ to a 
Jewish Day School, nor would I have liked to 
be cause ••• 

XXX e. A...T?:S YOU S .. .'.:.?IS?:3J ';iITH YO~JR CEI~:U].:S:~' S JZ'\'l ISH 
EDUCA~IO~·~? CGuL:J YOu PLEASE 31A30?..A~':2. 
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XXX f.:;)O YCL':t C:::L:L.J,'3:: 3~;:C: ' G '[0 Any JE,iIi3i1 YCUj;H 
O:aG.A};IZji~:C:;S? ~ .. ~~:LC~~? 

(NOTE:Include ZiC;l:"st, non-Zionist, Gyna[,;cgue 
groups, etc.) 

IF S BAS Ul·;:,:' .. ;'~1I=J Cl::::L:LJ~{::l'J (I~~CLUD::L~~G SCE001-
GOI::G) 

18. a. TO :"/ ;L!. .. ::! :=e==: ~-'? \','C·U1J YOU JJIK3 YOUR CHILD?3iJ TO 
KE~P KOS1l3~ I:~ ~'::~I::::' O',,~=;T :-rO~ ,';3S? 

I would desi~G it s~ronGly 
I Ylovld pre~e~ i ~ 
Ir..diffe~e;-.::;/c::-.. :i.l.:'rc ~: I s choice/unk~lo':;n 
Would prefer ~he= Lot ~o keep kosher 
Not applioable (no ~no~rricd ohildren) 

= 
= 
= 
= 
= 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

'b. ~O '\'/~i~~ ==C~==7r:: ':,fOuL] yeU L11:] YCUR CriID::\S:-J 
· G:S:·;~RALLY ~O lC=3? :3':/=:~E R~1IGIOUS CDS 'rOi;:S 
Y!?..E:~ ~H3Y :~: .. V3 ~;-= I] O':r:·T HOI,3S? 

·Desire it strc~gly 
·Would p:::-e:eY' i-c 
I ,4 ........ _" ...... ~-~/ "}>·iQ~ ..... o ...... 1 o'no'c~/UY'1r ,~ nu.l...L_e .... c .. v C~.l~ _'"'~.;. S l lj d...l>..nC.ln 
I would prefer ttec not to keep kos~er 
Not ap:;Jlioa':Jle 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4-
= 5 

c. ~:rOUL:!) :'"CU LI~3 YC1S2 CEIL])R=~:; TO n2I:TG UP ~HEIR 
C~I1:JJ.:;:~ .;8 J:::\iS? 

Desire it s~ro~;ly 
Y!ould preler' :..-c 
Indif~erc~"C/ch:"ldre:;.'s Choice/unknown 
Prefer ~~e~ not to bring up -the ir 
childre~ &8 Jews 
Not applioa-ole 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 

= 4 
= 5 

45 n 

46 n 

47 
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xxx 

",f'" , -"'-~ . ... ,..., 
.. ' .' _ __ -J\.. ...... 

T ~ . .:..: :-', -- ": ' - " " f--~ ... ":;... 
2:-:.':"':·.::',J~-·.e \ '-:.' -"'--:::"'" 

I :''':'': 

...... ,.~ -, ,.. . .-' ,.. .. .,.... , 
,,:~ - _ .• ~-,_._,:" • • . .t 

--~ -. ---oJ 

( "'--,-~ - ~ ." 

- , 

I'e ~? ::.~c. : :-_~-::. -:'1._ <:'.? f;; -. .':'I::~_::_:-__ ~' ~~C P. -:.' ::-.Co 
I . ... \ 

=:~-~.:.;o'r,~·c \=~. :~: -~' ; 

I ':€l :;"~<,' ~~O :-0 ~.~:~ _.~:- ~.-.l C , '''.:.~ fe.~t :: -.? 

t he o ::..., ..:.,;~::<.C' :: 2.-~'..:'<":: Ole 

OR 

("-C--- ) -.:~ .. -: ...... 

Yes 
I~o 

:Jon I t l:nm-, ",.::0.-: it is 
1;-0 =espo~L8e 

C0~.l:"Ji ~tee ::8=-~ €~ 

E:>:ec~lti va :::2:':-."" er 
S,-,-c-cC':::::.i t :-2G :::3:::: er only 
Ot-,.., -.,... (~ """CI ""'; ."',- '\ ,-, •• t.:_ ..... .:' .J .... _ _ .. I 

rone 
l~ot e..:)I'licej:le (~O~ c. !.J.c:-::ber) 

= 1 
~ 

= 2 

= / 

-"' 
= I 0 
= ~ 

"' 

-- 6 

= 1 

= s 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 56 
= 

, 
0 ~ 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 ';", '7 

"" 
= < 0 "T 

= ~ 
/ 

= 6 



pilCC 17 

e. APA::tT i.~~~OI.I A'iH'(2:·~:J/~~;()=·: }\'l' f";:~:;:~VIC:":;~) ,E O\ ,1 i.iJCH 
TIi.ill DOleS J.';:~; 0Y:,iAGC:~U ',';,; ::::: III .. 2"';'lliGS , 
VOLUli 'i'AItY ',;om: , ,)1.J:;"L::; , :>TC? 

(NOTE : Do not j.ncludc synacocue euilds , 
study groups, ecc .) 

6 or Dore houL'S pcr ,';eek 
weekly r::eetin~~ Or' tas}·::: 
fortniehtly /r.1O:' tr.l y Liee ting or task 
bimon thly ~eetinJ or task 
less than binonthly 
none 
not applicable 

f. DUHI NG THE p.;~sr~ Y2:.·lR,~:O"'·i OFTE:r DID YOU 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 
= 5 
= 6 
= 7 

Am,o"l'D "Y-- \GO " \'" ",'n'r I " "''' ? (~ 1 d . / b t 1: .l~...... U K l \.:) ...:. ...... ..:. ... 1\ \ v~ .. ~. bXC U e bar a 
,mi tzvahs, \'.;e ddinr;s , anu si:nilar Decasi ons) 

Daily,snbbatl1 and :estivlll s 
Sabbath and festivals mornings plus or 
minus cvcnin:"s 
about v!eekly 
about :'lonthly 
Rosh EashBnnah and Yon Kippur only 
Yom Kippur/Rosr, :,ashannah only 
not at all ' 

= 

= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 

g. HOl;'! \"/~LL CA:; YOU POLT,O':': TI-3 ~):2RVIC:'~ IH THE 
SYiJAGOGU~ ';'':lrIC:~ YOll U~ 'l;J~LLY .h.~T31'JD ? 

1 

2 
3 
It 

5 
6 
7 

(1'10'(10 ; IJiffcren t c ode nu~;~e rs to be used for 
orthodox ana. refor,';] S 's. :.:ark only ~. )o/n 

I can follow all/~Jost scrvices Vii thout ~ I 
diff iculty = 1/4 i 
I find it difficult t o fol l ol'l sOl!1e / parts I 
of SOQe services = 2/51 
I find it difficul i; to foll ow all/nost 

= 3/61 services 
I do not attend serv ices at al l 

h. HOW ':/~LL Cl~:~ YOu '~~~:;:1.]) A~JD Ul~2)ERSTA?rD 
SIDDUH ( PHA E} 3001:)? 
( NOtrE: Differc~t c o::le :ilumbers to be 
or thodox and reforn S's. :.:ark 0111y 

I re ad <lll/most lIe br e':l ~) r;:_yers in 
Hearerl and und.eY's~ o.nd Y10st 
I re ad all/nost ::e Ol"ev: praye r s in 
Hebrevi but understa:1d little/nothing 
I can re ad nebrer,', but read all/r.lOst 
prayers in Sn;rl ish 
I am unable to :,ead l-:eb:-el'l and read 
all prayers in ~n~lish 
I do not attefid se rvices a t all 

= 7 

53 

L1 

59 
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xxx 21. 

... . , 

22. 

page 18 

DO YOU REGActD YOURSELF AS BEI~G A ZIONIST? IF 
!:!.Q!, I'IHY NO'£? 
IF Y;:;S, IN ;'/HAT rlAY DO YOU EXPRESS YOUR ZIONISm 
(NOTE: Do not. code) 
I-am-a Zionist = 1 
I am not a Zionist = 2 

Elaboration: 

IF S REG.':'.ctDS ::.i.;':S~;L? AS 1\ SUPP0!1I.23~ O? TH~ ZIO~';IST 
CAUSE, ASK ~'iiE (~:.J:ESTIONS i3ELO'N~ I~" ::0';.", H.~RK tl{ot 
a Zionist r Ali J CONTIN""JE I,'!ITH QUESTION 23. 

Not a Zionist 

I am a Zionist and 
read a Zionist newspaper/periodical 
belong to a Zionist party __________ _ 
support a Zionist par ty ____ ~--~---
attend Zionist gatherings about 

monthly 
six times annually 

have/intend visit Israel 
settled for a period in Israel 
intend to settle in Israel 
have/intend study in Israel 
have child/ren in Israel 
hav e served as volunteer/in army in 
Israel 

FOR SUBSEQU&~T CODING 

= 1 

= 2 

= 3 
- 4 

= 5 
= 6 
= 7 
= 8 
= 9 
= 0 

= A 

= B 

62 
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NO CODE 



23.30 0 

b . 

"~ .' -. -.. __ n . _ 

g~~~/ ~();e~,,~n~='=~:~~r~~:; ?~l e',ild 
.... ,_. ",..._:, · '-· o'~ ..... ~ ' '''''''':-. -:'I",,,,,. ':"r" - "o-'~/' '' '' ~i' ::' >:::I 'T'_ r'\ .... 

~;;~i;~~:;~(.;12~;~l~;~ ~ ~.~~ i~~i~~:~,I~ :~~~ ::v~c, 
- c ..... t rn t ?,~ :j-:.:-~~:"C ~ '_"'::2ect 

:!?/.:;r::"c·.:_le;':G~l i-:l ::e": :-S '. ! , C~ ::i :·: ~.er 

1 or 2 [";-', evc _-2:.:8 e::~·..u : cle_3.::e~? c -:1~-. ;:: ere 

3 or 4- a:"'o··,:-e ~1'.13 :. ~" '.:. :!. t cl:--sces ~1~- .·: ! G:!'e 

AC.'ll:; cl ::.·S'3cs ':.!::":r 
COllve:.-sio!: clp_2'·ses 

A C: ~Iw? 

Je;:is.~ C8_~I' Dc::.ocl(i:-.c}:::-:""":. : an::" f'.lll-t;-~e 
.Jel.·:is!1 20. · ~C2.-:i ·J r22 :..~ 1.': -::. -: ·_::~·i on ':'n 
SO"..lt!1 ~:l..f~:'ic? c:..~ al 2Tf:·.G::'e - e oc. =:il:'(; 
David , c!:.et~e~.:" , :' :: :: ;,5'~ 2 m :':l..lro~. e , ~-es::i va 
ket2''''<;>-:'' 'rGC'l-;.,.~' ~ ,.~~c '\ _ :>r-1 :" ~"""'-/:;l ~'e 12 

- --. , oJ ...... __ • _. , ... ~ . .. - - - " -' - " I - '- -

Tel'lo S11 r1~ - ' c:: ..... ·..,ool -c- .... O, .. ,.1 .......... r/:;,,o 1::; _ 1<, v • • .... _.... ..... ..... _~ _ oJ ... v , ~'-c. _ .. . . ...... <;; ~ -' 

Pa!'t-ti:;~e cl -:sses :l..~. ::orn.i~ or after--
nOO'

1S (e - ..... -;...n~eT' ....... ,_·t" +or"'~ 'l ) .. .u. v. _ ~ · __ , ... c. ....... ~~ ..... oJ (">,.; 

Pri va te ti.1~o!' 

To.uC-1. t by pare~;,:',;s 

!:To Je·.!isn educ2. tion e..::::l c~.:.~ld 

'" -'~ 

-

linC.:1St~i2.~is~T , Ii:: c:; .. .:.:orce' , Id.:"rectcr of 
cOT!1}1e.!'lies I, e~::; . :.2 ~~:-~ s·)':ficient . :S :::ust 
inCica:;e t:,~e 0: busi::e39 - G • .lj . clo~hi!1C 
nc.nu.:2.c l ;u:re::- - ['.:le<. • . .'~-:'D :"'1er , if ~1e i s a 
director , the cc:-:-.:/ ?.:~~ - is pri va te or ~~clic 
- e . r; . riyec-so~:- 0: de;6.:rtl:i.ent store c!-ts.in 
(public) • 
:tet..: .... ~~. 0""" ~ ... :--. -2:-::-:-lJ:,·e(~. S s::'cul cl inCiic!?¥te 
preViOli.S ~l.O!:.12,l oc':: :.::-s.:tion . 
~10:.l:::e~· .. ire 2~~O·.:2..,:'.. i::c.ics :;'~ ~"':" c..(~di t~or:.2..1 

OCC:i.1.3.t:"on i:' :7:-eser..-:l:· 0::' 'J.S1J.e.ll~/ so 
~~l""'lo-'~ed) -" •• .:... oJ 

Occupa. tiOll'-_________________ _ 

:::::o'J.se'.·:ife o~"'2:,:-

~o:'_sewi:-e, 8~t 3..2. c.i-''::''Jn~ occ:t:; !".-:io!1. is 

" 1:"'00> '/-. .... r.:. ~;-; 0 " 0:'> u.. .... ..... c;... ___ _ .... . .... . . ..... occ-·,:;:?P._ tioY!. 

1.J . '.rS ... !.7 IS , C~: .. .!:...:: , YC:-:: :?A":-::=~ I S :'O]]:lL 
OCC!'::?_\'~IO:~? 

= 1 
= 2 

= 3 

= 4 
= ~ 

~ 

= " ,S/~ ~ 

= 7 
= 5 ---0 = ~ 

13 = 
, 
~ 

= 2 

= 3 
. ,1 '-: -, '.:') 

= 5 LI = 6 

66 
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xxx 

" 

xxx 

pn ," :e 2 0 

25.a. 

26. 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

b. ,6~ ;gi~fj:~~]~C:'~:~~.-! ~ ~~, ~:L~ :j~~~~ iIi;' ~1~~2~~~~j~yf~Y?~3 
. REASO:; ~O~{ ':::: ,~?:LOY== :c. J~ ·.;S I~f ~EJ~~~ JOBt)? 

c. II' "'[C'L] lJO :;0''; ~~::?I.cy 

Tlili.R2 A~~Y ... :~ .. :~ §04~ ~~C:i 
:~'.:'y JE':; I3:i ~)? .:";.P}·" IS 
l~-:IS'? 

Oli' 
]'OL1.Jo·\"tr:JG ::3 }C.;~:;) c;~·:"'1_~ GO~~I3S ~ou::t :',:O:?rH1Y 
11JCQI,'3 }:1:!.~~3? 

(j:~Or:cE: C:;.ec:~ -:;::e c ntec:ory s e le cted , then - if 

::0 CO::::; 

68 

D 

the infor~a~icn ~aG not already been volun~ee red­
ask the subsec:..uent qucstion{). Do !1ot cod.e) 

Less "'1" <:'l Y" 2150 U:7 5 ) :per rnanth = 1 u .... <:. .,.J._ 

R150 ("T \ :; 21~9 (,.::',124 ) per r.o~th = 2 d~ ? ) -
R250 (£125) - ::> 349 U:::. 7 4) ~ C r' no:.1. th = 3 
R350 ( "', ..., - \ ~ ~ '~9 U:2 24 ) pe ~ ::1 ci:-:::h = 4 o..J.:) ) -

R45 C (-O??-' ~, 5:;·9 ( "-74.) per :l 0:'1. t:-t = 5 '~'-- J ) - _. ,:...d, , 

].5 50 (f';)7~) _ -0 "0 r "'3 '~4 \ pe r r.;Ol'~t h = r 
....... . , ..J 0 ':""./ \ ,," .'. ) 0 

R650 (o_? _ \ ,., 749 (.[.3"14 ) pe r D or, +':'1 '7 ii.)~)J - = I 

R750 ( 07 7-\ ,., 340 (,£:424 ) pe r mO:1.th = 8 L'",;:').J) -

R850 (£425) 8.~c. ever per month = 9 

Don ' t kn 0;'1 

:2.efusc to r es p onG. 
j)epend8.T:.;:; - :~.:.C i::J.c :)!'J2 

O',",'n lr~cc::c o::ly - un::-.C!.rri(:d S/li vine alone 
Own ihco::e o:ll~' - \': ol' ~(i1:.~ ':;ii'e 
C-·:,rn inco=e + esti:J2.:e of husbc..nd 1 s inc or:e 
Orm L 1C e:::e oilly - , ... , ~ .:: :' household 
Own i n co;:",e + '.':i: ,:, :. . ·.·";':. :0 
Esti:ca-:e of ;:~S ':J:::'1C 1:3 ir~cor::e 

Othe r re:::c.rk s 

69 
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xxx 27 .a. DUREG TRE PAS~ Yl,:Al1:il:O '::::::rr;:: ' ':1:S EC':PB ':::':;0 
.'. V'ISI"'''' '') YOU ".~ ;''''0:' VC' T V~C'~ r.T·'D "r.,',·, In,y·,=,··t;1LY? • " • .l.1..:.l~ ./\..; . • 1) ,I .. .J. .'" ..:.. U J.o...J.ll.~ J •• v;,).L ........ ~-'.,:'J.!./~ • .J,. • 

"'fOUL'" YOU GT' r '" f To' ""0"~P .... : ~ 'i'I " L"'? " ·'OTT c": OU~ D \ . .:..J .l\~.J .,'-o..J _ ... .JJ.,. __ .lJ . .1 ... ~l.....; . , ... v , .... ,,1 lJ 

·REGARD A ~;:ARRIE]) COUPI2 AS 'Ol"T::::; PEl1S0?·j f ) 41 

( NOTE : I,ist rr:llxirr.1llJ of six. S :T,ay include whom­
ever he/she wishes - relatives, frie nds,etc.) 

..... n_i_ti_a l_s_.1-1 ---L'_L l 
xxx: b. YffiAT ARE 'i.'EE INITIALS OF YOUR BEST FRI E?:D OR 

FRIENDS? 
( NOTE : List J:!uximur.1 of three . Do not c.efine 
'best f ri e n d '. Leave for S to de cide. ) 

LXX c. VrOULD YOU '2ELL ;,is l'fHICR OF TH3 mOPLE ','1EOSE 
I NITIALS YOU HAVE GlVEI~ AIa: JE'.'fS , NOl-l-JE·;tS 
AND HE LAi'IVES ? 
(NO~E: Read each ini tialin turn and fill in' , 
information in blank table bolow.:\)o not code) 

I ,a li a2 !8.31 2.4! 2.5 1~-8.- ·02 jDj 

IJe l"l/Gentile(J/G) I I I I I Iii 
Re l ative!. (R/n l I fl I' I I II I on-Rela t lve ,I I 

r Ii. J 

d~ TO \7HAT EXTE::T JO T5:0 ft31;'AI;mER OF YOUR SOCIAL 
RELATIO::SHIPS INVOLV'B JE·.lS lc:m NO~~-JE ':rS? 

Only Jews 
Mostly Jevls 
About equal numbe r 
Mostly non-Jews 
Dnly non-Jews 

= 1 
= 2 

of J ews and non-Jews = 3 
= 4 
::: 5 

XXX e. WE O ARE YOUR 1,WST I? lP0l1s.'il:iT !JUSINESS ASSOCIATES 
OR PRO:r-:ESSIO;JAL COLI::EAGU3S? '.:tHAT ARS TE3 IR 
INITIJ.LS? 
(NOTE: First enter ini tials, then a sk S 
whether they are ,Tews/,lOn-Jevls, Vlha t is t:1e 
nature of their association - e .g. er.1?loyer ,co­
director, imrr.edi &te su?erior ,co-worker,eto . -
and vlnether thp.y are related by kinship • . List 
maximum of six , Do not code.) 

1 i 2 i3 14 J '~-I 

Tni tial s I I 
~ature of I 

I I association I 
J eVI/Gen tile , 

I I ! 
'i elative( 
I:lon-relative I , 

NO CODE 

NO CODE 
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29. a. 3:·:C LU_:;:L:~C =::;S~- ':2C -~~ C~ 0 ~: f_:~ ~) sr~~=rL:;.~~~ COIJ~~~C ': :C~~S I 
J)I 2) YC..'U :,:: ... =.:~ .:'-~::!. ::':"':'>;l ; .. : ... =~ cc~, ~rl .·' ~·{IJU(.i'=C ~ ·!S Ire .;.=:y 1 
FU:~:;)S, C:~_·'i.~~ ~ ·_ .. ·· :. . . s C~~ G_'~~j S::; S Oll' J\.~:-Y KI:{D ;)iiltI::G 
r,1L.r.;", p ~ ~n .... ,......'.:;.1") I 
.i. .... .L.L.I .~u.J.. .. ~.i:""~; I 
-.1.7.' ',-:;,::,: . ':"\ ""':"" '\ ''''("',- ~ ('I .... .. I ii:) T7',-U-"'~ ..... :0 ~. ~-Y Olp r.I"t..;"":'".' -;-'OT T 0'-: I 

_ .1. __ ..... . ...J __ ~ .... 1"... 1..: ...,v.,_ ~._ • ... J.J..... ...- ..... 1 .... ~~ .. .-..J ..:. .J..JJ..J "T 
lUG: 
u.c.? (U::i-:ed Cc :::~:-.u.nrJ_ Fund) 
I.U.A. (I s Y' 2..eli v~~:. -:cc A:;J~')e2.1 ,i nclu:iiY.l.E 

'";'~ .... V> _, ,~. _~ -~.~, ~~ :: \ 
~_. _ \.:; _ ,.~o;,.; _ _ c,) _ ..... _ .. L .. ; 

S.A.Je~i s~ Joard c~ =~~c:ltion Ap peal 

= 1 

= 2 
= 3 

A?A."'3.~ ~,l~C~. : ' .6-' • • ___ , ) _ ~:?.=.~~:~ P1J:' ~ :;)S 1 ~:f3R3 ='~:3~\}~ i· .. rY 
O··,----.S n;'\ ":._-- --: -- "'Ir · ' · · "C · -r.'I~ ""' 3T-r'-"' ,,;,,\? (~"C'~ - -D~ 

'.;.::.~_t .... '.,.; .. : :_ ...... :~ ~. _ ; v ' _,.!.,:, ~..:.. \ • .I. ... ~:...; . ;.:; :~ ': J~":':' 

F~r;s O~ S:::~ S0~: =? :_~ ::: C~~ ~) ?O ! ... ~i~:~ .:\CO ':DZ OJ. CLU3 , 
'I 

I 

I ED? I:~CI..u== s~c;:: JCJI ~~~) AS ' P!' i cn~s 01 t::'e 
1Iebrew Unive~'si~~' ,'C~evrah Kndisha' , ' Re d Cross', 

~~c Y±s, ,',::';c-::' :?:cCOC~',c:::O:; OF '1" ,:';:m co:;nI:'J;"i'JO:~S I 
WJ.{::; :'0 ~= .. ; = S:: CJ~~.: : )=S A~z"JJ '.'lEll.l' TO j';O;~ - JE":fIS~I? I 
Al""os~ · o- s'l ·' /c"" ~·"he· .1.-ml"-r.;y 'el"l' sh = __ • l. ... V'--- v· ' . ..... _ . . •• .;:; .... 1u ", u , 

I'.:ostly Je·:: i ~~. 
Ab ou t e q:~s :ly ;e:"ish and ~o~-JeTIish 
~ostly nc~-~e~is~ = 
1".L"' ,·" ,.,s ..... .. ,... .. ';:. ... r -! ·/ ~ -, - -, ·r- I·I}-. ;::,lr-l-i '. ~ --"1.- v ~o~ •• - .. Te'.'ll' sh= 'i ,_-v !"o 1,; ..... • ................. _,: 1 U 'i l...;_ •• _,-, Ill ........... ..;. oJ';'.. :J 

DO:l't :·:n o·,: = 
I.Ia~e no !'c: 0· .. :l £.:, cc~: t l':' bu ti o~s at a ll = 
I ;~ade DC :-;::-,;:~~J_r;.y: cc:t.:.tri buticns apart 

1 
2 
3 
4 
" -' 
6 
7 

fro;n t.hree =s.~c::: ':>,.U1G.S = 8 

I~ ' 
XXX b. 1:2 YOU ~_;.J, S,:::. ~5CO ?OR III S':',U3lJ:2I 0:: ~O ;.;:y 

xxx 

CJ\.DSj3 YO'0 = ~= ;:;.~:::' C::C O~] , EO\',' ';';'O ilL:J YOU 
.A110C~!1. ?E :~3 :=C:·;:;Y? 

XXX b. ',,(,,23 YC'U 3(.':::: C:;; .c. ';-3dS~ r,':O~,GR, OR HAV:::; YOU 
EV3~ 3~~ ::: : ': GC~~-,~?~C'=~? 

Bern of Ze~is~ =c:~er 
Co~ve rte~ ~~~~ =c~~e ~,orttodox 
Conve rted. -::~ -::~ ;:-:c-::-~e:" r c :orm 
Conver:ec .~-:/E:::~e::, =c~:"'ri8.{;e, orthodo:( 
C :":) ..... ..;.. ~ ,:">.:../ ... -... - ..... .-.,.... ,.~,.- ..... ,-f 
onvl;;~ ve .... ,:_ "/ c_ ver I~H ::.r ... 1G.i-.~e , .... .;::: orn 

Ho resItC:':S e : :'2~\:sa:::' 

c. IF S IS ~-..:'.=::=~: ~ .~~ : IS ~-("U::l S:POlJ~)] J=~·;.'ISH? 

= 
= 
= 

' -

= 
= 

Ye s , by ~~~~~ = 
Ye s , by cC~:·~-2:'S:"C:-. ~e= c:rc =ar::. ... i8.ge , or~~ . 
Yes, t.):" C C~_-;e :"'S:'CT~ -cc~o re :::,:?:..~rifl~c ,rei'or12= 
Yes, by cc~ve~~i'o~ af~er ~erriaGe,crth. = 
Yes,by c c~v ersic~ after xarri22e ,refcrn= 

= 
= 

~~ rrl' ~d' ._.C~ _ 1,.; I = 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

05 

I~ 

06 

I~ 

07 r-
I I 

' I 

i 

I 
I 

I 

I 
L 



xxx 

xxx 

po.,;C 21j 

d. 1:2' S !,,\S ::!.c.::'.ED c::n ... <:':: : l:i,V:;; IJ:Y 011 YOU" 
CHI j~D~L~ ~ ,; 1,J' .. ;[Tl ~~.J *';<'-:-:-~'- ~-~~ ,' :.:;? 
(NOTE:J=Jcwi8h,G=0cnt ilc , X=C~ristinnity) 

Chil d r.,:ale CC)~vers:io:':'? 

or Feraale J - X; G- tT ; .: 0 

CO.~vcY3ion Chiluron 
G-J ; C~t~ ;~ 'J ;l ;:!one 

e. HAV:'; fJIY OF YOlL{ CJ~O~-~.~~ ~:::~L/:'~I V~~~j - U~jC::.1~~S : . 
AUNTS , FI~~S~ CCi.l ~iI :~~ , i3~ ·:(·J.\ ::~ :;'~S, :3IS~~~{.~ S ,: ; 2.~.?::'-~',; S , 

Nli~CES O~ GRA;·~!) CEIJ,l)~~~ :: - ; ~4:::E~ J: ~:D l"iC: : - J~';J:3 ? 
IF YES, HOV! ~ ,:'A..HY A~~=) HC :: A}13 TirEY Rl~L.li.t'~D ~O 

YOU? 

------- --------------------- - - -_. 
xxx 31. 

32. 

xxx 33. 

DO YOU I: I;l.lS:'·ID TO :L'~ I. J\. Ij; I N SCUTE APli1eA ALL 
YOUR LH1,? 

DO YOU 131~~O::G J..10 _~i.:.; y SCJ'I'E J·:.:r'n.ICP~ ·J POLIJ.'1C.A1 I 
PAJ1.l'Y? I I!"' y:~s ;,';~: Icr: Ci::~? 11.1 :··~ O,w~·rICE ?A?"r;.y DOl 
YOU l<'.~VC u!l? 

National ?arty ~c~be r 1 
National Party sunp ortor/sycpathiscr = 2 
Uni ted Party ~;cmoc r = 3 
Uni ted. Party sUI1portcr/s.\/:~lp2..ttiser = 4 
Pror;rcs sive Part:.r mcr:-iber . = 5 
Proc r cs s ive Party Gup!)orter/sy~pathiscr = 6 
Liberal P'2.r~y iiH~r:'oe r = 7 
Liberal Earty SUYi '~)o rt0:,/s2:,::pathiser = 8 
Don't kno':!/ur-'Gecicied/L1diffe~lt = 9 
Refuse to answer = 0 

ARB TH=':;RE Al,rY POTJI~;:ICAII PA:::?J3S , POIJICI]';S 0;( 
.l\.C~IVITI;~S :::':rIC:: yrl.~ :?~~ ~~L tT:2 ':!'S SEOULD AVOID 
.B]COJ:II~G I:~VOr:V~J I:T? 
(P]OIl3 ) 

08 

: i 

09 

C] 

nlO 

I . 

!I 

12 

II 

~ 
I 
I , 

) 
. \ 
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34. I AM GO ING T0 READ yOU A NUi1B;;;n OF STAT;;;,·!;;;NTS. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

SONE PEOPLE AGREE ','lITH i'.A;.J'Y Oli' THES~ ST.~'".l~:·':2~'j~S , 

OTHERS DISAGi<E;;; . I ~'IOULD BE GRA'l'EFUL IF YOU 
WOULD GIVE NE YOUR OPINION. AFTER I HAV:; ?EAD 
EACH STATE~m{T, PLEASE T,;LL ,.j;;; riO\'1 YOU FEEL 
ABOUT IT: DO YOU STi<ONGLY Am",;;;, AGRES, ST"m;GLY 
DISAGREE, DISAGRlCE - OR DO YOU HAVS NO FE"LH:GS 
ABOUT IT EITHER \'IJ •. Y 0 BY 'SAY OF ILLUST~~ATIO:I, 
WOULD YOU TELL J'!E HQ;'1 YOU FE"L A30UT TiE FOLLOW­
ING: 'An unusual nUClber of Je\,ls excell in the 
arts, sciences and professions.' SA A ? D SD 
WE CAN PROCEED WITH THE RES·.r OF THE STATE;'iENTS 
IN THE SAHE l'IAY. 

I feel more at home · livinG in a Jewish SA A ? 
neighbourhood. 

The orthodox synagogue service is a SA A ? 
source of inspiration and spiritual 
satisfaction to me. 

ISA Discrimination against non-whites in A 7. 
South Africa, could at any tice be I transferred and directed against Jews 0 I 
On the whole Africans are happy with their 
lot. It is only a handful of agitators 
and troublemakers 'who ·are trying to stir 

D 

D 

D 

up dissa tisfac tion. SA A ? D 

God is the creator of the universe and 
and continues to guide its destiny. 

A J ew is more sensi ti ve to his fe110w-
man's feelings than is a r..on-Jew o 

In the international arena Israel should 
be governed solely by her own interests 
even if this may cause difficulties or 
inconvenience to Jews in other countries'. 

SA A ? D 

SA A 1.' 0 

SA A ? D 

Col·l?oV! 
SD 13 

SO 14 

SD 15 

SD 16 

SO 17 

SD 18 

SD 19 

8. A young Jewish male who really loves a SA A ? D SD 20 
Gentile girl should give up his Jewish-
ness if this is the only way he could 
marry her. 

9. The Torah (Bible) is the word of God SA A ? D SO 21 
gi ven to the Jev/s through j';oses on Ht. 
Sinai and may not be chanGed. 

10. The present go vernment's policy of SA A ? D SO 
separate development (apartheid) is the 
only practical and just solution to tm 
country's race problem. 

11. The Nationalist government has conclus- SA A ? D SD 23 
ively shown that it will never allow 
anti-semitism to take root in the 
Republic. 
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12. It is better to remain loyal to traditional 
JUdaism- even if one is not very ooservant 
rather than to join a refor'" congregation. ' SA A ? D SD 

13. If the State of Israel ceased to exist,no 
Jew could continue to live as a Jew with 
dignity. 

14. I feel mor e at home among Jews than among 
non-Jews . 

15. It is important to participate in Jewish 
communal activities. 

16~ Re form JUdaism is a serious attempt to 
apply the basic principles of Judaism to 
modern life. 

17. Every Jew who i s able to do so, should 
settle in Isr'ael. 

18. I ' feel personally ashamed when I see Je ws 
making , themselves conspicuous in public 
places. 

19. Because of their own per secution, Jews 
should identify thense lves with t~ e 

suppressed non-white groups in South 
Africa. 

SA A ? D SD 

I SA A ? D SD 

SA A ? D SD 

SA A ? D SD 

SA A ? D SD 

SA A ? D SD 

SA A ? D SD I 

24 

25 

26 

29 

30 

31 

20. God has chosen the Jewish peopl e as a 
nation of priests to the rest of mankind 

I SA A ? D SDI 32 

I 
21. Jews hav," hi gher ethical and moral 

standards than non-Jews. 
SA A 7: D SD 33 

, 22. I feel personally pro ud of Israel's SA A 
achievements and sorrow at h er set-backs. 

23. I think it is disgraceful for Jews to SA A 
adopt non-Jewish customs such as X,nas trees. 

24. God is concerned with each one of us and SA A 
may be reached through prayer. 

25. The silence of South African Jewish leade rs SA A 
in regard to non-white sufl"ering in this 
couritry is as serious a crine as th e 
silence of Christian le aders i n Nazi 
Germany. 

? D SD 

? D SD 

? D SD I 
? D SD I 

35 

37 

26. The Jewish group ".ould get a long a lot bet- SA A 7 D SD 38 
ter if many Jews were no t s o clannish. I 

27. The future of Israel canno t be se cure d SA A ? D SD 39 
without large-scale settlement of Jews from 
western countries . 

28 ~ The reform synagogue service is uninterest- SA A ? D SD 40 
' ing and uninspiring. 

·29. It is essential to be a member of a 
synagogue. 

SA A ? D SD I 
SA A ? D SD I 

Anti-semitism is directed r.oa re against Jews SA A ? D SD i 

30. Jews should join mixed clubs in preference 
to Jewish ones Q 

31. 
wi th obvious uewi sh ways and mann eris~,s I I 
than against the more Sout.h Airicanized Jewsl I 
God will reward the good and punish the I SA A ? D SD I 
wicked. , 

41 

42 

44 
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33. AfriCans must not be allowed to obtain 
employment in traditionally white jobs . 

34. On the whole Jews are intellectually 
superior to other groups. 

SA A ? D SD 

SA A ? D 3D 

Col) :20 '.'1 

-45-1 
461 

35. Our continued survival as uews is mai!).ly SA A ? D SD 47 
dependent on maintaining a strong bond with 
Israel. 

36. ' Too many Jews try to int.-ude themselves into 
circles where they are not wanted. SA A ? D 3D ~S 

370 T.he preservation of western civilization 
in South Africa makes it necessary to 
minimise contact betwaen whites and non­
whi tes o 

SA A ? D SD 

38. One should try to observe al l the mitzvoth SA A ? D SD 50 I 
(religious laws). 

39. If a Jew is handicapped in getting a job SA A ? D SD 
because of his Jewish-sounding name, he is 
justified in changing the name. 

40. Kashruth is one of the co.-nerstones of SA A ? D SD 
JUdaism and must be observed. , 

41. All people in South Africa, irr espe ctive of SA A ? D SD 
race, should be gi ven the vote as long as 
they have reached a certain educational 
and economic standard. 

42. Jews who engage in politics are simply 
endangering the security of the whole 
Jewish communi ty. 

43. I would encourage my child to settle in 
Israel if he so de s ired. 

SA A ? D SD 

SA A 'l D SD 

52 

53 

54 

55 

44. It is not necessary to observe all the SA A ? D SD 56 
mitzvoth (religious laws). One should only 
observe those that are per60nally meaning-
ful. 

45. In general, I prefer to shop at Jewish-o,;me SA A ? D SD 57 
stores. 

46. I believe that being born a Jew means that SA A ?: D SD 58 
you are at a handicap in most occupations 
and professions. 

47. The Zionist ideal was fulfilled with the 
establishment of the State of Israel, and 
no longer has any meaning. 

48. I would rather a Je','/ish attorney or 
accountan t handle my afrairs than a non­
Jew. 

SA A ? D sri 

SA A ? D SD 

59 

50 

61 
62 

63 

, ,­, 
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BELO'I/ IS A RA?:;::;G SCA:;:' E, AT ONE; EX;) OF WHICH APPEARS 
THE WORD I Jewish I, .,;1;:; ,!\T THE OTHER END THE "NO?<.DS 
'South African I " I~; J::;:CA7E: YOUrt .?OSITION OH 7HIS 
SCALE BY PLAC:;:;;G A C;lCSS X ':II'rHIli "'HE APPROPrlIATE 
SPACE ON THE 7:'~ 5C:"1:::. ~O THE E:{TEHT THAT 7r:~ 

MARK IS NEAR~rt TO 'South African', IT M~~,S Tr.~T YOU 
FEEL YOURSELY ':0 3E 'I':!A':.' :-:-u CH EOrlE SOUTH AnIC;';; THAN I 
JEWISH. TO T:iE EX7Z:;':' ~:iA7 THE NA?K IS NEARErt TO 
t Jewish t. IT XEA:;S 'I'll;"'" YO;; FEEL YOURSELF SO ,{uCH EORE 
JEtVISH. PLS.;S ::: ;-:0:'::: r:'~:\r:\ T:!Z :~UlRK X SHOULD BE PLACED 
INSIDE THE SPACE 3E7:j E2~; TEE FOIi,TS ON THE SCALE. 

a. Jewish / / / / ! / / 7 South African 

IN THE SAJ{E WAY CHZCR YOUR POSITION ON THE FOLLO','IING 
FOUR SCALES: 

... ' ~ 

b. A person A person 
with a Vii th no 
strong 

/ / / / / / 7 7 feeling 
feeling of being 
of being Jewish 
Jewish 

... c. A person A person 
with a with no 
strong feeling 
feeling of being 
of being I.. I.. I.. I.. I.. I.. I.. 7 South 
South African 
African 

d. A very A comp-
observan t I.. I.. !.. !.. I.. I.. !.. 7 letely 
Jew non-obser-

vant Jew 

e. A very A comp-
religious !.. !.. !.. !.. I.. !.. !.. 7 letely 
person irreligious 

person 

IN EACH OF THE FOL:'C-:IIXG QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD 
CHOOSE THAT N;E rlESPOl'SE ':/HICH IS XEAREST TO YOUR 
OWN OPINION A.'D ENClilCLL: THE NUMBER NEXT TO THAT 
RESPONSE. 

f. OOES BEING JZ,'/IS H PLAY A.'l IHPORTANT PART IN YOUR 
LIFE? 

It plays a very important part = 1 ..... 
It plays icportant part " , an = 2 
It is of little importance = 3 
~t plays no part = 4 

, , 

64 

o 

66 n 
67 o 

69 

0 
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g. DOES BEING sonH AFrtICAX PLAY AN IMPORTANT PART , 
IN YOul< LIT:::? 

It plays a very i~portant part 
It plays an i~portant part 
It is of little importance 
It plays no part 

h. WHEN I FEEL )':O"E SOUTH AFRICAl'i 

I also feel ,"ore Je ',dsh 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

= 1 
There is no relationship between my 
Jewish and my feeling South African 
I feel less Jewish 

feeling 

i. WHEN I FEEL XOrtE Jl:,'/ISH 

I also fe el ~ore South African 

= 2 
= 3 

= 1 
There is no relations hip between my feeling 
Jewish and (J,y feeling South African = 2 
I feel less South African = 3 

,'j. IF YOU WER;;; TO BE BORN ALL OVER AGAIN, WOULD YOU 
WISH TO BE 30rt:, A JE,'I? 

I would very ffiuch wish to be born a Jew 
I would wish to be born a Jew 
I would not Glind whether I was born a Jew 
or not 
I would prefer not to be born a Jew 

= 1 
= 2 

= 3 
= 4 

k. \'/ilJ::l'! A B"I'CISH JOU"iiAL P"UISES THS JZ:nSH PEOPLE, 
DO YOU FEEL A8 IF IT Vlf:RE )?RAISIN!} ;£OU? 

Never 
Seldom 
Often 
Always 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 , , 

1. WHEN A BRITISH JOUrt],'AL INSULTS THE JE,'IISH PEOPLE, 
DO YOU FELL AS IF IT WERE INSULTING YOU? 

Never 
Seldom 
Often 
Always 

" 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

m. WHEN A BRITISH JOURlIAL PRAISES SOUTH AFRICA. DO 
YOU FEEL AS IF IT ilERE PrtAISING YOU? 

Never 
Seldom 
Often 
Al'llB;fs 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

n. I'mEN' A BRITISH JOU"XAL INSUL?S SOUTH AFRICA, DO 
YOU FEEL AS IF IT WERE INSULTING YOU? 

Never 
Seldom 
Often 
Always 

= 1 
= 2 
= 3 
= 4 

70 n 
71 o 
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o. DO YOU FEEL THAT YOUR FATE AND FUTURE IS BOUND 
UP 'III'fH THE L~TE AiiD FUTURE OF SOUTH AFRICA? 

Yes,definitely = 1 
To a large exten t = 2 
To some extent only = 3 
No = it 

p. DO YOU FEEL THAT YOUR FATE AND FUTURE IS BOUND 
UP WITH THE FA';'E AND FU'rURE OF THE JENISH PEOPL&? 

Yes,definitely = 1 
To a large extent = 2 
To some extent only = 3 
No = 4 

q. DO YOU THV;j( THAT T"Z BEHAVIOUR OF JZNS 
CONTRIEUTZS ';'Q '.CHE S?LlEAD OF ANTI-SEr':ITISH? 

/ 

The behaviour of Jews makes a considerable 
contribution = 1 
The behaviour of Jews makes a co n tri bu tion = 2 
The behaviour of Jews makes a slight 
contribution only = 3 
There is no relation between the behaviour 
of Jews and anti-semitism = it 

IF S THmKS Tei;.';' '1"::0: JE"AVIOUR OF JE::S DOES ;.t~KE 
SOME CONTRI3~~:O:; ':D·;·t'A ... ~DS Ai~TI-S:::i'-nTISH, ASK: 

WHAT IN THZ BE?AVIOUR OF JENS CONTRIBUTES 
TOWARDS PJiTI-SZ1HTIS1·j? 

78 

0 

[] 

80 

0 
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a. Was there a Mezuza on the front door? Yes 
No 

Were there l1ezuzoth on doors inside 
the house? 

Yes 
No 

= 1 
= 2 
= 1 
= 2 

b. Describe briefly the ~3te~ial culture of the home 
insofar as it ~ay iden~ify it as a Jewish household. 
(e .g. caildle-st:..cks, :: e ::orah, Jewish books t Jewish 
or Israeli pictures and cbjets d'art, etc.) 

.... 

Co Describe briefly [l;';.y cr.a:-acteristics of the Respcnden 
which, in your opinion, wakes him/her appear to be 
(or not to be) Jew~sh. 
(e.g.ma~~eriscs,appea~ance, dress, Use of Yiddish 
phrases, accenc, gestures,etc.) 

\ 
\ 

d. Any further Co~~ents or observations. 
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co:;.: :~C . 1 

1 

. ., -1 
..:~..r":" 1 

C1 

,-~ \ 
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... -::~ 

C'~) 

L) 

05 

1 

~-c 

1 

2 

1 
2 
3 

7 
3 
9 
c: 

. ...... 
.J . _..,..I _ 1.... .. 

l:c.le 
:"ec.:sl e 

1", 2/, 
25 ?q --3C 34 
55 ~q 

h 

I,C' l~-'.-
1,5 49 
50 54 
::;0:; <;0 -, d 

60 Gt:-
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, 
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l(a) 1 07 
Area of Residence 

l(b) 1 OB 

Length of residence 
in Johannesburg 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 

N 
o 
p 
Q. 
R 
S 

T 
U 
V 
Ii 
X 

1 
2 
:3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
o 

2. 

:2elle;-ue/.o:ellevue ~ast 
~erea 

Eertrarr.s/JudithsPa~rl/3e~levue Central 
:'3 ra=le:,-jS ,vo""j'..i a ve rle 7/?''':.oJ:l:1 rais Park 
Door:;i'cnte:"lf~'8i" Door.--..i'cn. tein 
Dm).:el d/,;yc.e Park 
:&T.:r.E. ren t::'a e.J:d. :Sxte~..si ons 
Greensice 2~d ~xtens~oLs 
--. . 1 - '" ~h/ _-_~€r. anU.s .i"10r \,~_ 
Eio;'Ua,-,cs ;;orth £;xtens ion/OleIh'1azel 
3illcrow 
Sospi tal. ~-!ill 

30ug..'1ton 
Johrumes':nlrg Central 
Zensing:;or/3ezuj.derDout Vall ey 
"illarney 
Linksfield and ~idce/C:rrildene/De\-letshof 
Helros el~ird.haven 
l:or"ood/OF~n.ce Grove/?ellside/;·jountain Vie"; 
Fail"'"i'lood/Victoria 
Observato:-,/ e.nd :::xte~lSion 
Saxor..old/Psr kwood 
Smlt.1.e:::'"n. SU":l1J.rbs 
',!este lif fe/Park to"Tr/?ore s ttown 
Yeoville 

+Lived in Johannesourg all my life 
+Since begin.'1ing hi£.C1 sc::ool/ age 13 
+Since Dy ar::-:'val in So-.:th A.f::.. ... ica 
+:5'or the past twenty :rcars or Iilore 
+?or the past 15-19 :.~e9.rs 

+?or the past 10-14 years 
Continuo'lsly for ~he past 5-9 years 
Continuously for the past 2-4 years 

For less tn1'.n 2 yea.!'S 
Unkno,.,rn/ no re sponse/1.U1cle ar response 

+HO~E! :1)isrega::d "orief e..bsexes", i.e. periods 
or a period of abse~ce totalli:l!3 about one-third 
or less of Zesponde~t$ ' total ler~th of ' 
residence L~ Johannesourb _ 
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Q.u""STIO;~ C.~".J COL .. 

l(e) 1 10 

Dislike ab out/ dis­
advantages of area 

2(a/b) 1 11 
"!ho (Le. 5,Fa, 

FaFa) ca~e t o 5.A. 
first, and when. 

A 

c 

-= '- -:-~"~~':' 
__ '-' . ... • 'oJ.-' 

Geperal Inc'::'I:veYlie!;c,= (far f ro:n 8~aepi ti es ,lacking­
in a.2eni t ies) 
De.c i ~ei f:: 1: (:'.l!':lOOd.( de terio ra ting a :-ea , noisy , 
unfrier.d1:r , 5':00 'Jis:-, , lC'·I -c1ass ne i g'1bour s) 
rot Tew; "':... --eO: .....: .. ~ .- ·' T' · ... ood (J-e"s ~OV1' nc- out not . 1 ... _':' ._ . ' _;:, _ _ u .... _.. 'if~.. ' ''1::) t 

enou&~ J e1{S ) 

D Lackinv -::: J e .... ':.. s ~ al:eni. tie s 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 
M 
H 

A + 3 
A+B 
A + B 
A + C 
A + C 
A+D 
B + C 
B + C 
B +D 
C +D 

+ C + D 
+ 0 
+D 
+D 

+ D 

o Too ma.."1Y Je"rs 
P Ant i=semi tic neig.'1bo'.U'3 
Q. 
R 
5 
T . 
U 
V 
'<I 
X Hiscelle.neous 
y !,o disadvan;;a;;es living i n th is area 
Z lTo response 

A 
B 
O. 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 

u 
o 
P 
Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
vi 
X 
Y 
Z 

FaPa first ca=e to S.A. bef ore 1900 (3+1)" 
ditto 19C0-1 909 (3+2 )-
ditto 1910-1919 (3+3 )-
di t to 1920-1929 (3+4 )-
ditto 1930-1939 ( 3+5 )-
ditto 1940-1 949 ( 3+6) -
ditto 1950- 1959 (3+7) -
ditto 1960 on (3+8)-
Fa first caAe to S.A. before 1900 (2+1)-

! ~:~~: 2 4)-
2:5) " 

(2+6)" 
(2+7)" 
(2+8) -
Respondent first ca=e to 5.1.. before 1900 (1+1)" 
(1+2) -
(1+3( 
(1+4,-
(1+5 )-
(1+6)-
(1+7)-
(1+8)-
Don't know when FaPa,Fa or Self first came t o S.A. 
No response 

riO:i'E : IllJm8e rs refer to ?a+2b on question.l·mire 
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Eo resrons c/~~es~or:.8e n~:c12ar 

or :'1:",. noc"lrr stu\3.ies 
FriL'''tc.l:: sC':OOl/'lp to 7 ;:,pea!'3 
13 ~"e2.rn 02(1 
Second?.r:; incG:~plet e/3 ~rc:::r'S 
1 /1 yc:e :~$ olel ? ~:G ol(~er 

:· ~ .;:. t riC·llJ?:io r:. 0:: e'~'.:.i-.,r~.len t 

:?o~t -;:la,l~ ric teC:"'Y'.iCG.l cirllo::;r-. 
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J0~~ f .l.; ::" ,: · .. :/·t:,-:. ::"eG "'':::8e 

C (",~·- ~ "::-~t G·L", ~ _ ... \,; . , vu ., 



..::e'!.so::s for 

7(a) 

-,' ~ . ..., ,-­
'oJ, ,. -1 -' '- .. ! . 

1 

1 17 
He~_d cO'TeriY!.J 

7(b) 
Razor 

7(c ) 
'.cefillin 

1 18 

1 19 

1 

5 
G 
9 
o 
1 
2 

3 
4 
Cl 
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o 

1 
2 
3. 
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o 

1 
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3 
9 
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.\. t .. :eal s Ol'll~-

::0 
:~ot e~:):11ice.;'lc (5 is .fe.,,:.~.le ) 
:~o l'6 S ... 0l18 C 

::ost o~~ ~.ll of the l.i::1e 
'dhenevGr !,ossi::: le 
r _,0 

l:o t e'I'~"1 :.c2~~)le (3 is fG .. ~~de) 
l~o ~o s~'~onse 

TIc c:,- !.l p_ r}:~.: 
f\c-.~rJ.·· :')tl"'l--\.: ~1.J ,.u '- __ -'- .; 

Vers scl~o_';not ,\t d l 
~~ot 3.!.':il ic.?::·le (S if] fe: .. a.le ) 
!~o r6spoE~: e 

".ll 

.,---------------------------------_._-
7(d) 
Brach~'1 

7(e) 
Gra ce 

S(a) 
Cani'les 

S(b) 
!:ic.d:tch 

8(c) 
Sabbath 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 
2 
3 
o 

1 
2 
3 
o 

1 
2 
3 
9 
o 

1 
2 
3 
9 
o 

1 
2 

3 
4 
o 

R E) :_-~l a :'l;: 
Occe.sio il.),ll:r 
... .r~ ,..... .. s~' .:I ..... ··, /'10~ • t::~.: <;i..L. ................. , _ v at al l 
... 0 !·e:';l) o::.~:e 

?e~-\11aTl;:r 
O ..... c ~ .... ~c'" 11 ,_ /C::~b~ t,~ .... d v e . ..;>..!. ) • • 2. -'-"'/ .... ;~ oa __ c;.n 
Vcr:; selc\:'t1/ ~lot e~ '~ all 
~~o re s~·cns::J 

Yes , cl vl2¥y::/usual1y 
Yes occ.~,s i o~'""!.ll;y 

fes ti vals onl :l 

S elr1o-:::!Ir0~,:-e:, 
Not arl'lic8.b l e (S does ~ot have Ovrn home) 
~:c I'9crO;,-Ee 

YeG, alltJ e.. :ts/usnall~r 
Yes occ p .SiO!1911;; 
SE)ldolJj:~e'!G" 
:~ot [:.p~~lic .:--.. 111e (s r.(J8S not have 0''''21. hone) 
:;0 res!,onse 

YeE' I ?b ·,f'--<:s!'J.sually :!.7C-j.r:.1. c:!.11/~o8 t 
"':. e::i , f'¥~r!l"'~ : r C:,1 u~:[':. :$ e::-I:,-;o l a~. e::..- r..ec e.ss:~.:r:,r Ll 
::IF.:. ~ :in:; ~ 1 i vi:lb" 
~o 80 ': 0 (; : :- t0~ t 
Li ~-:l€/~~o:; r·.t ::'.11 



c..U':::STIo~r 

8(d) 
Seder 

s(e) 
Chametz 

S(f) 
P ,3 .S • 

Beg) 
RHYK 

I 

I 

I 

I 

S(h) I 
Channukah 

9(a) I 
Eourning ri~es 
in last five years 

cc::.r. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

I 
2 
3 
4 
o 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
o 

I 

2 

3 
4 
o 

I 

I 

4 

5 

6 
o 

1 
2 
3 
9 
o 

2 
3 

4 
5 
9 

o 

Yes, an ort~oc.ox seder 
Yes, e. refo= or s::orter.ed seder or modified seder 
Only a fa:.ily meal (wi til or \"i thout 1r.iddush only) 
No 
No response 

Yes, strictly (only use 3et;1 Din certified foods) 
Yes, but not stricay/cnly at home 
Only avoid b~ad ac.c cakes 
Eat Eatzah !:lOstly, but don't take special care 
11'0 
Ho response 

Go to synago€Ue , close business/don1t work,observe 
all custo~s ~G p~~ibitio~ 

Possibly go to s~me se:~ces and/or observe some 
customs, DO ? ... .',.G c&n:iles, kiddus::',festive meal 
As above, but ~ot all three festivals 
Observe little or nothing of any 
lio response 

Go to sjrnB.50g'.le, clore business/do no ~ wDrk,observe ' ~ 
associe.ted c:.:.stor:-.s and prohibltions, all three (cr, 
if ref OTIJ, t",::) days 
Go to s::na:;Og'-le, close bUSiness/don't Hork, all 
three (or,if refor~, tHO) days, ru1d' fast Yom 
Kippur 
Go to syr.agogue for nll/sOCle ser/ices and work part 
of the time, us::ally fast Yom Kippur 
Observe only Yo::-, ::ippur by Boing to at least some 
services a!1c. by usually fasting 
Observe lit -.. :e :".:':- :-::' 'i .... ina myself ,- but close 
business/don ' -: v,'cr6: out of respect 
Observe little or r.othing at all 
No response 

Yes, alr!ays/UE'C.ally 
Yes, Cccas ic!'zlly 
SeldoLl/never 
No , becaus e I do ~ot have own home 
No response 

Ob se I"'red f'.:lly 
Shi vall plus no 
Shivah plus no 
least one m8!:tc. 
As (3) bTt less 

entertai~ent or kaddish for year 
entertainment or kaddish for at 

Observed no =ites 
l,ot applica:;le (pare:1ts alh-e/ died mo:::-e than Eve , 
years ago) 
Xc response 



./ 

Q:~ .. S·.:IC"~ C"~".:J '"" r.T " .... : "-.J • 

9(b) 1 31 
NeOloria l ri t es 

10 1 32 
Changes in Sf s 
rel iGi ous obse rvance 

11 1 33 
Parents' ob seryance 
compared wi th S 

1 
2 
3 
4 
9 

o 

A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J " 
K 
L 
N 
N 
o 

P 
Q. 

R 

S 
T 
U 
V 
W 
X 
Y 
Z 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
o 

8. 

Ya.'>rzei t and Yizkor 
Yanrzei t only 
Yizkor only 
Ho meoorial r ites 
Jlot applicable (puents alL"e/ died l ess than a 
year ago) 
};o response 

Iro ene..nc;e 
}10re observant now than previolls ly 
ditto since iliarriase 
ditto since children 

Less observant today than previo'"sly 
Was no re ob servant w~en fi~st married 
di tto until children grew up/left 

home 
di tto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
convert 
Don't k now 
No response 

. whilst my parents \~'ere alive 
whilst living with parents/as a 
child 
as adolescent/as member cf 
movement 
until >lent to Israel 
until coming to S . A. 
before marriage 
before s tarting >Jork 
when I had my own home 

Both parent s more observant 
Bot,h parents same 
Both parents less 
One more, one saae 
One more, one less 
One saEe, one less 
Don 't know/no response 



.QUSl'rIO;i CARel 

12(a) 1 
S's home language 

12(b) 1 
Parents home 
language 

CO!J. 

34 

35 

Hel !E::SFClI:S:l ----------------------------
A 1 Bnc;lisn 
B 2 Afrikaans 
C 3 Yiddish 
D 4 Ladino 
E 5 Hebrew 
F 6 German 
G 7 Other 
H Englis:, and Afrikaans (1+2) 
I EnGlish a.'1d Yiddish (1+3) 
J English, Afrikaans and Yiddish (1+2+3) 
K English and Hebrel< (1+5) 
L English and Cerman (1+6) 
M English and Other (1+7) 
N English, Yiddish and Hebrel'l (1+3+5) 
a 
P 
Q 
R 
S Yiddish and Hebrew (3+5) 
T Yiddish, Ladino and Hebre>r (3+4+5) 
U Yiddish and Other (3+7) 
V German and Other (6+7) 
W 
X 
Y 
Z Unlmown/Ho response 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 
M 
N 
a 
P 
Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
W 
x 
Y 

1 English 
2 Afrikaans 
3 Yiddish 
4 Ladino 
5 Hebre>r 
6 German 
7 Other 
English and Afrikaans (1+2) 
English and Yiddish (1+3) 
English, Afrikaa.ns and Yiddish (1+2+3) 
English and Hebre,' (1+5) 
English and German (1+6) 
English and Other (1+7) 
English, Yiddish and Heb rew (1+3+5) 

Yiddish and Hebrew (3+5) 
Yiddish, Ladino and Hebrew (3+4+5) 
Yiddis h a.nd Other (3+7) 
German and Other (6+7) 

Z Unlm01m/No response 



2.0 • 

. . ... - " , -, '~ 

:.,.::-:\, ~..:.. 

13(a) 1 36 1 At least \<{ee~<ly 
Je\-!ish newspapers 2 I rregul Ell' ly 

3 Suoscribe reCllllrl y out read irreiylarly 
4 Seldom/not at all 
o lIo response 

'1'3T( b;-'\""j------;1;----'3"'7------;1;-----C""- ::-"":l'j-· Je;tis:1-in~;:-" e::-r::-. 2::-· s-,t:-7b-o-o.,-~:.,.s-----------

Jeyiish be oks 2 l·~ainly Jp.wis :-~-:i.nter0st books 

13(c) 1 

Jeuish lectures 

14(0) 1 
Harital status 

15 
Children 

1 

38 

39 

40 

3 ~~..) ut as ITl2.r..y as others 
4 ~':ainly o~he r books 
5 ::0 books of JeH':'sh interest 
6 ;)0 not read cooks at aU/rare 1.' 
7 3est se1lers/ Hi:a .ever C0:::es .0 !land 
o :;0 respor.se 

1 
2 
3 
4 
o 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
o 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
IT 
I 
J 
K 
L 
J.l 

N 
o 
p 
Q. 
R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
W 

X 
Y 
Z 

.Abou t "'ee Y.ly 
Abo ut monthly 
Ab0\lt six darin; the ,·,~ ole period 
Few/not at all 
1;0 response 

EE'.!'rieo. Je~'lish rites , r~ c~ .. : 2e!)arated 
~':arried Je .. "ish Ti tes, nO\·l divorced 
Harried Je\.,i sh rites , no" .. ; , . .,:"do'8'ed 
:'iarried J(nvish ri tes, oS till :narried 
Earri'ed Civil r itE s, ho· .. : s·~-:]arc: .. :ted 
1':arried Civil r it&s , n O·.-l divorced 
l-:arried C~_vil ri t c 5 , n C\ 1 ~.':i d o~·led 

liarried Civil r i teSt .still I'iarried 
l:ever been carried 
lio res?onse/uncleur re z?onse 

Not married 
Harried but no children 
All male children siuble 
di tto married 
ditto single and w~r71ed 
All fewale children sin61e 
ditto married 
ditto sir-€lc and ma rried 
Hale and Female children all single 
ditto all marr ied 
di tto aUj sene ";f.les single 
dit to all/ some fe",ales si:1Cle 
ditto some rr~les and fe~ales 

single 

No response/unclear 



C:0::U 

16(a) 1 
Circumcision 

16(b) 1 
Bannitzvah 

16(c) 1 
Batmitzvah 

ceL. 
41 

42 

43 

17(a) 1 44 
Children Sabbath 
observance 

RCl 

1 
2 
3 

11. 

R~ :S FO ::""sE 

All sons (or only son) circl,mcised by mohel 
Some so~ by moheJ., SOCle by doctor 
All sons (or only son) by doctor 

4 S01:1e sons by illohel, s ome ll...'1circumcised 
5 Some SOIlS by doctor, SODe uncirc,,}ncised 
6 All sons (or only son) uncirc'J.Clcised 
o Not applicable (no chil dren/no sons) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

o 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

o 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
9 
o 

Yes, there ,las s ervice and party 
Yes, there "as service but no party 
Yes, there 'laS party, but no service 
No, the re '''as no servicG or party 
Yes, there "'ill be service and party 
Yes, there will be service only 
Yes, there will be party only 
No, t he re will be nei ,her p~rty nor sGrvice 
I do not know what will be/Child to decide/ 
indifferent 
Not applicable (no children/no son's) 

Yes, there was service and party 
Yes, there "as service but no party 
Yes, t here Has party but no service 
No, t here was no 'service or party 
Yes, there will be service ana. part.y 
Yes , thel~ will be service but no party 
Yes, there 1>1ill be party but no service 
No there "ill be no party or service 
Don't knm, what will be /child to dec i de/ 
indifferent 
Not applicable (no children/no daughters) 

All observe s t rictly 
All attend services but do no" observe strictly 
Observe little or nothing 
Some (1) ~~d Some (2) 
Some (1) and Some (3) 
Some (2) and Some (3) 
Not applicable (no schoolgoing children ) 
Don't knoH/ no response 



Q-Jzsr~IO: ~ c;; ~~1) 

17(b) 1 
Children Feshval 
observance 

l7( c) 1 
Children J e,lish 
education 

CO~J . 

45 

46 

·.J,e',,' 

A 
3 
" v 

D 

E 

F 
G 

H 
I 
J 
Ie 
1 

A 
B 
C 

D 
E 
F 
G 
H 

I 
J 
K 

1 
]<! 

N 
o 
P 

Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
Ii 
X 
Y 
Z 

12 • 

.. . _., - ~ " ,~ 

.' ... :' ::-:L . ~ .:. 

l;ot ~.pplicaole 

Don 1 t kr~ow/ nc res~o!'...se 
1 All atte:"lQ all O~ 20S; s SY'rices, do r.')~: [:..·;; ~; 3 r-.d 

sC!--.I.ool on e:::y fe s -:::,·~ =.l! e,Y:.d c0~pletel? refrf!.i!!. 
from ridinG' (excepv ; ,s3s:'blJ' to s~rnagogue), 
\"ri tin.::;, a tter..0ing· c:"~.e::.:2.s o!" par"ties, playing 
sport, etc. 

2 All attend all 0 :' ;r.os~ servicEs, do not att,md 
sc!1oo1 on a ny fest:..\-..=.:" ':':"tlt otserve fe~{: 01:' nor..e 
of the prohibit:o~s 

3 A.l.lattend i-ri&'l ::o~J~i=-:-- ser'liC2S p.nd, possibl~r, 

an occ2.sio:.'1a l se:-rice ()~ ot her festiv e.ls, do 
not attend sci~ool O!: 2.":"'.:;/ festiY"'..il t and observe 
few 01' nO:1e of :·~e p!"~~ibi t io!" ... s • 

1\ All do not a-:ter..c. sc~·_o:·l en any festival 
5 All do r..ot atter.d s c~:ool 0 :1 sc:oe res t i va1s 

ana/or attend :':: :.. ['.:~ ~ ;o~~"c.c.y ser'lices 
6 All obss rve no J e;';lS_-~ :asti\Tals 

7 So",e observe ,~ ) .e. !'_.: 5.:.'=e (:J) (E) as \" 2.S or 
8 So:-:-.e observe F.-~S 

, ~ , 
S0::.e /7 \ or (G) • 'J / a -_..: ES \- I 

9 So:.~e oose""e as (1 2'C.d (:: ) ,~..r ) SO::-.8 es 
0 Some ooser\-e as (:J) c:' 1-;-) $oce as (F),(G) or \-

N 
No schco1§Oing child~n 
No response! res!"onse '2:c1 ea r 
,A.fternoon ~J.2..sses or~;r: 2-5 t:'~es per week - all 
children 
Primar:'l c.a::~ school orJ.y - all cn~,l ,:'ren 
Secondary da:r school o~.l ;,;- - all c~ild.ren 
Bar/ba~itzva~ only - ell c~ildren 
Private tutor ody - all ch:'l~ren 
Afternoon cla sses sC::le c!-J.ildre!1 l:. pr:.i'Jary day­
school others 
Afternoon cla.sses a!:.c. seco:;, o. 9.ry da.y-sc:1oo1 
Priwary e..'1Q secondary de.:,·-sc;;ool 
Bar/batwi tzva.~ oI"~Y ~or 50=.e, pr i "l? te t utor for 
others 
Afte:::noon classes e:o:Je, :;':-1 ya.-:e t:l tor o-:~ers 
Only girls ir.. f2.X.ily - ::0 .. 7e·I'fish e c.~J.cation. 

Only bo~rs i!l fa:nily - no jC'';is.-"rJ ed'.lcatio:! 
Sone afternoo:l classes, O-~ ;1<2 YS no JeyTisn ed'J.cat ion 
Some bar/ba tmi tzva.'-1 only, 0-:h9:-5 no Jewish 
education 
Some pri va te t1J. tor, o-:!:e:-s no Jevrish education 
No children havi.ng ';ewis:'l eC:.lca :.io~ (boys (" girls) 



Q J ~J :3 1.: I b:'; c.:....-. ; 

18(a) 1 d7 
Unmarried children 
future kashruth 

18(b) 1 48 
Unmarried chilc.ren -
future observance 

18(C) 1 49 
UTh~arried children 
bring up children as 
Jews 

18(d) 1 
Teenage children 
gentile f riends 

50 

?c.·/ 

1 
2 
3 
4 
9 
o 

1 
2 
3 
4 
9 
o 

l 
2 

3 
4 

9 
o 

1 
2 
3 

4 

5 
6 
7 
8 

9 

o 

13. 

Desire it strongly 
Prefer it 
Indifferent/cilild ls c{:oice/dch't mo" 
1"lould prei' E: r the!:l not to ;":eep kos:"er 
2:0 t applicable 
Ho response 

D<!sire it strongly 
Prefer i t 
Indifferent/child I s c{:oice/ dor. ' t know 
Hauld pre£'er theru not to keep OCS8r\ran::! es 
l~ot applicable 
Eo respons e 

Desire it strongly 
Prefer it 
Indifferen-'o/c:'ild ls c'ioice/don ' t u:ow 
liould prefer the:a not to brir.r; up their children 
as Je>!s 
not applicable 
Ho response 

StrC:lgly c:'sapprove of e..~:y s'-"~~'1 f riends:lips 
Al r ich t if of same sex only 
Alri f7:lt with both sexes, pC'ovidec. no da tine at 
all Hi th b o:rs/ girls 
Alri e;h t w:. t::l both sexes, prcvided orJ.y 
occ.a.si -: :;.2.1 da~ine/ dati~:3' in cro-..,rd 
I have no ot-jectio~s ',.; i1ats08ye;::, 

I am indiffere!1t/c~lilci l s decision 
I think it is e. good t hir:g 
I 'iou.lli prefer 5y c :' ildren to have gentile 
ra the r t~: 2.r~ J e,-:is:'l f ri ends 
Not applica.ble (no teena. .,-e or olde r '.U1.'narried 
Children/no children) 
Ho response 



I e(e) 
Attitude 

-' , ~. 

1 51 
to child I s 3 

C 
D 

F 

G 

H 
I 
J 

K 

L 

N 

o 

p 
Q 
R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
W 
X 
Y 
Z 

' .1 •• : :' ;. ., 
. _ . .... _ ', _ 'J~ 

Hot appliceole 
Dor.. t t kno ''':/:1o r2~~Or..3e 
In fav ·::J.:' of :'n:e:-::,.e.:Tis:;e ... 

- It.. 1.S desire.hle 
I:'1 fav .:'lr of i;:te!,"'::.3.:'~i?.~ - wC".lld accept it 
Not aJ:ainst/w::'.~ld aIlo',',' :'"t 
:fot acai.."'1.st, beca~: 2e i.!:ter.:::!~:,ria~ al r eacy in 
fanily 
?Iot Ega.i!1St in-:~n,'::.a:'rie.ce as sue!l , prov1.ced 
b ocl{!-.,...,.... 111"",.~c:: no+ ·co c-"s s':"'';12~/n~n J' e'dsr. .... !:Ir+'I.-..... t,) .:,....., .,:.......... ..." .:. -_ .... - - • -.I ~&- ''' -'~ ~.I ... , "'.; 

'<la.s nice pcrso~':lot~ l~ arties Y_l10\" what to expect/ 
etc .. 

;'!ould not like ci'.iId to intemarI"J but w0','ld not 
oppose 
"'ould not like it, ·,~·(".J.d try to prevent it, but 
,,;ould ulti.::nately 2.CGEr:,t; i t . 
Hould not like it , w·,:-..uc. try to prevent :.t, but 
would ul tir.la tel;,,- accep-: it provided g-en :.ile 
spouse ccr~verted . 

Hould not like it, ~,.; ,: ::ld tr'J t o p~ever..t it , "'ould 
not disovi'Y!. c:'1ild -,J ut v,'0i.llc. never accept ::e!1tile 
spouse. 
\o[oul d di s:)vn c~il::il t::-: :":> ~f: hi :1(11e r) ou t/ disip1:!eri t 
him(her)/neve!' acce;Jc it. 
\-lould no\; l ike it :=.;:d wc....ud try hard to prevent 
i t/ ~ncrally disappr0ve 
r!igh t diso·,.;n c:::;'ild 
Would be ver-J upset/;;oulo. not like it/etc. 

Indifferent/child's ~~oice 



Qu:sro:; COL . 

20(a) 1 52 
Synae-ogue affil i ation 

20(c) 1 
Chevrah Kadishe 

20(d) 1 
Position in 
synagoe;ue 

53 

54 

20(e) 1 55 
Synagogue activities­
time spent 

:3 
C 
D 
E 
F 

G 
H 
I 

J 
K 

L 

o 
p 

Q. 
R 
S 
T 
u 
V 
\'l 
X 
Y 
Z 

1 
2 
3 
o 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
9 
o 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
9 
o 

Pa:,~::r.. ~ nc::::e rs cf : .... :::o~cx C('~·. '-::re;--ation 
Parl:\'; 8'oT/Greers" de' :- --~~,,--';a • - ' _ •• - I --- _ ........ 

OxfoT.'d 
Yeoville 
Great C.!ol:<arans St.) 
Berea 
Ninth St. Crar:ge Gr o've; Syde:,~ac/Hi6!11anc.e Eorth; 
P ' St (,. ~, , . '",' 1 11 1 ~ne . _,or-c.l - .2s ~e!l1); ..r.J..e::--...:.1B.Ze ; ,,,ave r ey 
South (~osette~:ville ; 
0 ·ose..,....."p1- 'p~' ( ":-!'l'lp" t ..... ~r"';--'t" ,r\. ·"er. . .....{. p*Je e 

.. y __ ."o_~, ,c"":" _ .. ' - _~s;;::_, ::." ... r,J)' 1 •• lSln 6I.tO •• , ?P 
3eth Ha:lidras~ =::a£;2..:'o:' ;Joc ITSGnte i n(Lions Shul) ; 
Co s ..... -: ~. <::: > :;. .-....,-- ... - ...... - -::;' .:.·z C'" 'y:un' ... a .':i..L 01 .... c .. ar; J-o'!'L;:.:...:e_,...... ... .J.a 
Linksfiel d ; 8:r:-i:l.'3. e:-.e 
Othe rjlLYJ.specifi2c/::o:-e t~·. =-'1 one orthodox/ 
orthodox o'ltsic.e J~:;'a.'1l1es-:)~rg o 

Payi!lC' lJernber of oot:1 ort:-.oc.ox and r eform 
congre~tions 

Pa.ying rae:.i~er 07 re:":rl 
Payir.:; r:lC::::::-e r ~~ re.:~:)~ -' 

unspecified 

c::-,.~e ;-;a "c:i cr: : 11e::::.ple 
C -- _- ...... p ·--;:l- i on ' ot'ner! 

~ -- - ~ - ... - . ~ 

Shal or. 

Han-paying ;;:J.8-ilber of o!"'t :-_c dox ccngregation= 3 
lIon-payir..g ::eClber of ref or:: congregation ;:: 4 
Favour ort~"!odox SJI_2.€C €,.le ;:: 5 
}'avour ref aID s:;na;;c;;-..te = 6 
Atter-d bot~ ref~ a~d Qr~~odox ;:: 7 
A. ttend nei ther refo!';:t nor ort~()dox ;:: 8 

Unclear/no response 

Yes 
No 
Don I t kr.ow 1fCla tit is 
No respoP$e/unclear/dc~ 't kr.cw 

Cor;uni ttee ::lewber 
Executi ve Bew.ber 
Sub-c oruni ttee !:lenber only 
Other 
None 
Not applicc.cle ~:l.::>t a member) 
No r e s ponse 

6 or more r:O:i.rs per we ek 
'tleekly me eting or task 
Fortni@ltly/monthly ceeting or task 
Bimonthly neeting or task 
Less t:.l-ta.."l a imon t~J.y 
None 
Not applicable (not a tlember) 
no response 
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20(5) 1 57 
Abili ty to follm! 
services 

20(h) 1 58 
Ability to Q~ders tand 
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16. 

:;ail:,~, S::,b ...... z.th e.~ ?esti'.-als 
Se.b-:)at~ $; festivals mornings plus or minus eveninJS 
AboClt ,we,cly 
Ab~ut monthly 
Rosh ;~p.~haYma.'1 2nd Yom Kippur only 
Yom Kippur/::\os~ ~~a.sl1e.nnah only 
:'ot at all 
~~o response 

Ca!l follo,! e~l/most orthodox services without 
di.fficCll ty 
~ind it difficult to follo',v some/parts of some 
or t~odox services 
Find it diffic'J.l t to folIo\;' all/L1ost o:-thodox 
5e J:"'/ices 
Can folloH all/elOst reforlu ser"Tices I{i thout 
difficul ty 
:!ri:cd it dif ficul t to follol{ some/parts of SO:lle 

reforr.I services 
:!rind it difficult to fa 11 Ol'! all/mas t reform 
services 
Do not attend ser"Tices at all 
~:o respcnne/:::>on t t mOvT 

Reed all/most 'lebrel{ prayers in :;e'oreH and. 
underst and !'lOS t (orthodox) 
Read " all/:7.cst Hebrew pTp.:;-ers in Hebre~{ but unc19r­
st~nd. little/nothing - (ort~odox) 
Can r"!ad Hebrel;, bClt re::.d all/most prayers in 
~Glish (orthodox) 
Unable to rec.d :J:ebre\-l and read all pra.yers i.n 
t:nglish (orthodox) 
?-ead all/most :!ebreH prayers in Hebrew a:~d 
understa~d most (reform) 
Reed all/:.108t .:!ebre,! 'Drayer;; in :oebrel< but under­
stand little/nothinc : (refor.n) 
Can read iiebre", but read all/most prayers in 
Znglish (ref oJ:';!!) 
unable to read " eo re" and read all prayers in 
E:lC;lish (reform) 
Do not attend services at all 
.10 response/unclear 
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Zionist affiliation 
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17. 

ZiOJ: ist 
ditto 
ditto 

di tto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

- no GJ.p~boration/Tlo reanor./miscelle.neous 
- support Israel L nancia.lly 

belong to Zionist ordlr~iz3.tio!,./pa.rt.y/ 
moveiilent/G.ttcnd ; ~eetin{;'S (i:lcludes B) 

- do Zionist Ylork/"lOrk for Israel 
(ip.cludes B and C) 

- Zionist backgro ': nd/al\Olays been Zionist/ 
~ active in Zionist ~·,orl-:/believe in 
Je,·lish national hO:le/JeHish state/ 
homeland for all people 

"" Identify wi th Israeli s c'.pport Israel 
morally/follow ne' .. .'s a.bout Israel 

- support Israel fir;a.'lcially + Z/F 
- support Israel financially + 11K 
- Intend to set t le in Israel (inci \ldes C/D 

in o r..e c8.se) 
- IIould "like/enco" rarre c~: ildren to 

settle in Israel 
- irave children/fanily in Israel 

Intend/have/Hunt visit Israel 
- Have lived in Israel ar.d like it/want 

to returlvo t!'wr positive 
ditto - Intend to settle + r:/F 
Hot Zionist - no elaboration/no !'3ason 
ditto - Do not work for Israel 
ditto - don't believe Je"s s~lOuld be separate 

national gro :..1p 
Zionist - but ~ ould not settle 
15ot '. ZiOl}ist -- no bf:;'. ~;~Ground 

di t to visi ted/li ved i,.-, Israel a nd do not 
like it/other ne~tiV'e 

ditto 
ditto 
di tto 

ditto 

! only &'1. ye mO:ie :; 
- I do not int end to settle 
- not interested i n Zioniso or Israeli 

Zionism outdat ed/r am a S01..1t:':~ .. ';'frlcan/no 
feelinG for Israel 

- I only V- ,,"9 !J'Jl~ey, but do not \'Jant to 
settle ill ISl'a.el 

Zionist - B+S/F+I / rr 

Don't kno,,/no response 
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Zionist behaviour 

23(a) 1 
Jewish education -
standard 

23 (b) 1 
Jevrish education­
source 
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18. 

No res!~on3G/~nclear!etc. 
1 - not a Zionist 
Zionist - but does none of listed items 
2 - Zionist:~eads Ziorist periodicals only 
2 + 7 - Zio,-ist : c:eads Zionist ue rioc1icals and 
has/ int "'''.rls visit I s rael • 

. 2+5/6 ~ .. 7- Zionist : reads Zionist p"riodicals, 
and hC'.sl in tC1"lds vi si t Isra.el and attends Zioni s t -- , --
meetinf.;,"S • 
2 + 3/4 + 7 - Zionist: as f: ~"d belo21[.'S to a 
Zionist part;,{ 
2 + 3/4 + 5/6 + 7 - Zi onis t: F ~.nt1 G 
B (::: 7, 8 , 9 , 0) - Zi onist: Vol unteered for 
service i~'1 Israel (",QuId like to settle in Israel, 
I<ould li ke t() s tuey in I s rael). 
B + 2,3/4,5/6 (:t 7,3,9,0) - Zionist:vobnteered 
for service in I srael and ac t ive in S .A. 
A + 7 + 2, 3/4, 5/6 - Zionist: have children in 
Israel, h ",ve v i s ited Israel Dnd active l o cally . 
2 ± 3/4 :!: 5/6 - ZiOl'ist: rec.d Zionist periodic3.1s 
and belong to Zionist par~J and/or attend 
Zionist meetings. 
7 - visited Israel o~y. 
7 ± 3/4 ± 5/6 ZiOl"ist: visited Israel and ac t i ;,e 
locally bu.t do not read Zionist periodiCltl. 
9 (+0) + 7 + 8 + 2 + 3/1 + 5/6 - Zionist: intend 
to settle in Israel and r.ave s-r.udied, visited or 
settled previously in Israel a nd active locally. 
7 + 9 - Zionist: visited and intend to settle 
9 + 2 + 3/4 + 5/6 - Zionist: active locally and 
intend to settle. 
8 + 2 + 3/4 + 5/6 Zi onist: active locally and 
settled for a wnile 
8 Zionist: set ;led for a while 

None/ a feu years as a sGlall child 
Only for bar/batmitzvah 
Throughout primary s chool/until bar- or 
batmitzvah/until 12-13 years of age 
2 or more years post - barmitzvah/batmitzvah 
not as m~tric subject 
Matriculated in Hebrew, or higher 
1 or 2 above plus adult classes an~'here 
3 or 4 above plus a.dal t classes anywhere 
Adul t classes only 
Conversion classes 
No response 

- bnt 

Jewish day sc:,ool (includine any full time Jewish 
educational instituticn in S.A . or elseHhere-e .g. 
King Da.vid ,c:'eder in Eastern Europe.':· ,yesh iva 
ketanah ,yes:livah ,e t c.) ? r ir.:ar:la[:,8 12-15 
Jewish day s c'lo01 - secondar;r/ a .:;e 1 5-16 
Part- tine classes i n morninG or afternoons (e.g. 
cheder, ta.l!nud torah) 
Pri vate tu "'Cor 
Taught by p"rents 
No He1)rew educ ation as child 

o No respons e 
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24('0) 1 64 
Occ':.lpat ion/?at:.er's 
occ'..lpation 
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19. 

;;edical (p.2,v and vi) 
'Jniversit;:r $t~.i. c.e!1ts (p.2,i) 
En~ineers,etc.(Pe2,ii) 
Phanc,acists (2,iii) 
Scientists (p.2,iv a.'1d iii excluding phannacists) 
1e[;"8.1 profession (p.2, vi ii ) 
Oth er techr.ical and professional (Remainder 
pp .2, 3) 
l'~a:13eerial and administrative (?i.) . Jr, 5) 
Accc untants 
Cl erical end related wor~ers (pp . 5 , 6) 
Sales 1·/orkers (p.6) 
Workers in rri ine ,quarry e..'1d related occupa tio::.s/ 
workers in operating tra.:l.Sport occapa tions/ 
s emiskilled and u...'1Skille d. l abo:lrers/ service ,,"ork­
ers/o ther (CateGories 5,6,3 , 9.10 at pp.7,8,9,1O, 
11) 
Skilled liorkers (p.8,9) 
Une:'lployed/retired/not I<orking at presel',t - usually 
A-C 
ditto - usup.lly ~ 
ditto - usually I, J 
ditto - usually K 
ditto usually L 
ditto - usually H 
di tto unspecifie d 
Housel<ife - usually,normally,(or formerly )A-C 
House\fife - ditto H-J 
HOus 8',;ife - dit to K,l'1 
Hous e>rife - dit to 1 
HouseHife - no n·)rmal occClpa tion/unspecified 
Don't know/no response/unclear respor$e 

(ll .B. (a) 
('0 ) 

Code applica'ole to both question 24(a) and 24('0); 
?age referer.ces , etc. follol;inS Row desit;na t ion refer 
'Defini tions for the Coding of Occ·.:pations ') 
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\'lhether , hOi,- a..YJ.d 
\,hy employs Jews 
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20. 

I . I l:ot a..Yl eJ.:plcyer/ C.C!1
' 
~ . .;"r.0i1/ no respons e 

1 - liostl;r/ all Je'"is:: 
2 - About eCl.:.:ally J e;ris': and ::cn-Jewiah 
3 - 1'1ostly/all non-Je·..:isn 

B + Salesnen, 170 reaS0 1,l 

B + Clerical, S:lpe:-viso r::'. !io re2.son 
B + Secreta!'"".;! -:~'1'is-: . :':0:::'8 hO!1est. 
B + v8.ri.o:).s . C:.:stO:c.2 !"S !:lOS ~ly Jellish . 
C + vario'_~s. 170 reaS0n 
C + supervisory. :~o !'cascn 
C + Cle::'ical and s·.~F e!'"visoIJ-. ;':0:'6 able. 
C + '.!.~ypists. Prefer to e::-.ploy ,Jews. 
D + Various.=:fiicient. ::ot becm;.se are Je-,ls. 
D + Jews 'ilOu ld not apply. 
D + Je\-ls '.;o·~ld take over ousiness 
D + Je\vs not ha.rd-vorf::ing 
D + Professi.cl18.1 . }~o re9.s -:,r. 
D + Clerical, s :lperviSOI,{ , secre tarial. ITo 
reason. 

T D + Sales 
U D + various. '~rust,.,orthy 

V D + erlploy only people of ability irrespective . 
W. D + Various . 17 0 re D. son 
X D + ·S2~es. But Je" .. :s ',:onlt ['.~~)ly 
y D + ! :ana.r:;erial . ~iculd. er:.;loy core J e-:.'is: bu t 
Z (in short suppl~r. 

A 

B 

C 
D 
E 
F 
G 

g 
I 
J 
K 

Don It lr.. no vl/ Jepencen -t/no ir.come!',iorking Hife I s 
ir..come onl;!/ refuse to respond!-J.Eclear res ;oonse 
Esti~~e of ~usb~r-d'S i~cone i~cludin6 or 
e):c1 udinrr own, (wife IS) ir~coze: lESS tha"1 ~{250 p .n. 
ditto: R250-~449 p.=. 
ditto: R450-~649 p .m. 
ditto: R650-~e49 p.lO. 
ditto: R850 and over p.m. 
Total household incc::oe/h'.lsoand' S actual income 
('l.lether respondent is wale or fem e.le )/o,m 
income if respondent is not presently married: 
less than 3.250 p.m . 
ditto: R25C-3.449 p.m. 
ditto: £!450-~649 p.:!. 
ditto: R650-R849 p.3. 
ditto: R850 p.m. and over 



27(0) 1 67 
Cl ose friends: 
J eHis i1/ no,,- J e\·ris h 
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21. 

" 0 r 'OpoT':-r> I·,_·",.~O\"" I . .., ,,, 1 e-_I t:: ........ • ~~<.;.I ,.i..l~_"-' • .. _~ / l.:: _ ..... ~ c:.r respor,se/ etc. 
~elativEs c ~_ly 

?.e l2. t:. ~1'2S c.r~ Jews c::.ly 
3.eL~ ti y es a..~j :lo~:~l:r ,; e'r:S 
Relr-,-;i V0£ and. E'-:~~ -:: e'l'JE.l no . :8\';5 and non-JS\-lS 

Re l s. t i vss c.nd co s'tl/ :lO~- Je;,rS 

Rele:: i ves s.nd nor:-Je'':!s o:uy 
()r!~j' J eHS 

Nostly Jmis 
.l,bout eq·ls.l no . :e\·;s 2.::-.0. non-Je"s 
l·fos tl~·.r ncn - J 6 ',"S 

O!"'~;:r non-Je·;.rs 

(N.::; . ;';ostly = 2/3 , 4/5, 4 or 5/'.;, 5 or 6/7, 
About eq:.:al = 2 +3/5 ,3+5/6, 3+!/7 , 3+5 

6 or 7/.0 , 
,.4 J' ,..., or '-r~'+/ CI , 

O. or 7 or 8/9 
L ... ~/9 . " 

27( d) I 68 
l:..cquaintar:ces: 
Jet-lis!1 or non-Je\·dsh 

21(e) I 69 
Eusi~ess associ~teS : 
JeHi s!l or no~:-JevTish 
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Gnly Jews 
!'~ostly Je'tTS 

ACQut eC';,.'.lal !'!o Je~·rs e.~c. r..on-Jev/s 
l·!os t l;:r ::1.0 !". - JS· .. l S 

Or~y nO!1-Je-r!s 
No resr.or..S8 

l~o :rospo~se/no: a:?p~i:::~~.:;le/.mclee~!' 
Port-n-s ("'-·C: ............ ~s -- ~r·'f's ... ..;,..\',.l!':1l\ c... ~.:. .... _ ....... ........ __ c... '..1 _ __ .... ~ .;;.J.. .... ___ J 

di tto: r:1ostl:: ':-e-. .;2.s!; 
only J e~ri sh 

di tto: Eb~1,;.t 2c::..::..1 ,-~E:'. : :'s:-. ?11d nor~-Je'.Tis.!1 

di tto : nostly no!"!- j s -"!isn 
ditto: o~~y nsn- 2" e .. ,'is~""1. 
ditto : e.ll/::o s~l:r ::'S::':=. -:i V88 

""..plo··er/c:." ...... ~ ,....,..:. c:: ...... .,... ,.... ..... 1 ·· Te',-';sh ........ ,,¥ I .... ...I._ ... C _ 1 ... ........ .6. ..... ........ ... .... ' ''' 

ditto: mostly Je 'rtiS~l 

ditto : about eC,ue1 
di tto: all/IJost::' ~r n::-.-.=:e·(iis!-i 
Clients/ C-.:S ~o~ers oT'~Y Je' .. rish 
ditto: mostl y Je-",is h 
ditto: a~ ::ut elJ:.l91 
di t t o: e.ll/~.os~~l ~· n~~-Je-.. :ish 
Ot}u:! r associ2.tes o::--.l~· :e1'lish 
ditto: 2!~stly Je-Hi~ 
di tto: a::' 0".1 t e ~ ::al 

di tto: all/nostl;.· '1o:l-Je',lis:, 
Various associG. ~es )::--~y Jc\fish 
di tto: mostly Je'"is..~ 
ditto : aC::;'lt eQual 
ditto: all/DOS tlj' p..op..-Jewish 

. 
I 
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22. 

!~o response! l'ef'usal 
Did not b alo21t; to a:t'.:,/ crg;Yliza-:ioYl 
:':e;nber of Jewish Or5anif3a tio~s ( exc .sport/social) 
only 
l':e::1oer of Jeuish o!"[.a:r.isa tiQT1S plus sport only 
Helllber of Ja~.,ish or praG.o;nina...~tly JeHish sport 
only 
!·~er.1be r of no·t predOwinantly Je';is~ sport orJ.y 
He'Joer of Je~,' ish/predo::li~ntly' ,Je>;·iish ane. not 
predaninantl:r Je-,;i s!:t sport only 
J':ember of Je~·!i s!".L an a. predomin.c:..ntly JeHish 
org:--uliza tions, i :~lClud.:' nB' sport, only 
l'IBt":lber of predo:'1inantly Je-,·:i5n and not 
prGc~o!';1inf1.ntly .Jewisn. org? ::"'.izatio:ls, including 
sport, only 
l·Ie£1ber of not p!'edominantly Jewish organizatio!ls, 
incluliing sport, or!ly 
lrerJber of Jevlish, predominantly Je' .... i.sh p..nd not 
predornina:-,tly JeHish organisatio'll , including 
sport. 
11e:ober of Jel{isn and predominantly Jewish org. 
excluding sport 
EeooE':;:' of not predominantly J SHish organisat ion 
excluding sport 
Hember of Je\-1ish and not predominantly J8\,is!:t 
organisation including sport 
K excluding sport 
I excluding sport 
Hember predominantly Jel{ish excl'~ding sport 
N excluding sport 
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29(a) 1 72 1 
Charitable Contributions 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

9 
o 

Don't lmo;l anythi=J'much , but do good job 
;~'10\{ function of :30ard of Deputies good 
l'~iscellaneo'ls favo'.lrable 
Goverr.mG!1t of cOJ.w'Iiwi ty . Good. 
Represents J 81{S to out siders. Good. 
Looks after S.A . JeHish interes ts. Good . 
Em plo yment a~·enc:/. Good. 
General ':ie1farc and assis tance. Good. 
':lerks for I~rael. Good . 
Pro!Jotes JeHish education . Good . 
Collects mor-eY(lor U. 7.C. and communal 
instit~tions) . Good . 
Hiscellaneous Unfavourable 
Eisccllaneo·.'s . Uncertain good or bad 
Don't know anything. Don't kn01; whether do 
good jab or not 
Represents and looks after Je':lish interests C::: ,F) 
Represents 3Ild pror:wtes J eH . education (E ,J) 
Represents,looKs after Jews ,Helfare orB · (:::,? , ::::) 
Looks after .TeVIs , f;e !leral Helfare (~,tl) 
Looks after Jev's, collects moY!.ey (F ,K) 
Looks after Jm1s, promotes Je\".education(F , J) 
Represents J 8vTS, general \'ielfare (E ,H) 
Looks after Jm-1S, Horks for Israel (? ,1) 
Hisc . favoarable ,e:nplo;:,rment , Je\'l .education( C tG, J) 
Represent s ,looks after, \,elfare , Israel (E ,F.il ,I) 
Looks after Jews, employment (~ , G) 
no response/unclear 

Alnost totally/overw~elmingly Jewish 
Nos tly J ewish 
About equally Jewish and non-Jel1ish 
Nostly non- Jewish 
Almost totally/overwilelmingly non-Je\;ish 
Don't knm, 
Hade no regular contributions at all 
Hade no regular contri butions apart from three 
major funds 

No response/unclear 
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24. 

Zio~st/Israel o~ly 
Zio::--tist ::lostly and local Je'oiish. 
Zic::.:ist :-.os tly a.~d non-deno::inational 
Zior..is·~ f".ostly , Je~'lis~ 2..."'ld A~f=ica.."'1. 

Zio::d.st ",os tly, JeHish ani non-denc:nina tional 
ZiO!.list an~. loc al Jewish fW1ds only 
:'ocal JeHisn cn].y 
Local Jewish mostly nnd Zionist 
Je";is~ illOS tly, :n.o:!-d.m1omi~e.tion? 1 and Zionist 
.Jewis~! rlOS tly ar.d l.frican 
Jewish r:~ostly and Afrj.can. ar,d llon-deno:ninational 
Jewish r~ostly ar.d non-denomina.ticnal 
Zionis t. , Je':lis..i-) a1:.<:1 nO!l-Qer,.o!~i:na ~ional 

Zionis~, Je\"~i~l a"1C }..frican 
Zicnis t, JeHis:'1 , P_frica::-l ar~d non-denomi!lational 
Zionis t and non-·denominational 
Zio~ist, African and non- denoninational 
Zi onist and African 
Jel/is:, and non- denominational 
Je"'tis~ al:.d Afr'ican. 
jewish , African. and non- c.enc:ni:r..ational 
Hon- denor:lin..q, tio!'12.1· or~ly 

!~on-denoJ~!ina tiOTl.E.l .. lOS tly 2.nd Jewish 
Afr i ce.ry'non-·';').!i: e only 
African arld non-denomiIl3. tioJ1..al 
1,0 response/Don't blO"/~TO" ld not donate 



/ . / 

25. J 
~~;~~ ___ -~:~~C~~ [ ________ ~~~.~~=~· =~;(~; :~7~.~~ ________________________________ _ I --, .... ,'" r , 

)" i,J! / 
At t i +.',1c.e to 
i~l b"'6L8 :'9.1 

30(b) 2 
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Spouse Jev,r ish by birth 
or conversion 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
o 

:Jo no t disaJ:,p rove of intcnnu.rriage 

:ie.ve n.o vie',·rs eit~:er wa~rlinc1iffaL"8nt/a pcrs:)nal 
:le.tter 

'+ J. " • 

:JiSEtTJ:!:X,.Te - b'~ t no t s tronC1y or ve!:c=! en tl:.r 
:!)isq ~::: rove - bt..t not s.l...;rcn~ly. ~·.~oulci!.~ l;C CO :.. J..; 

cysel f or like !:1~/ c~'lil dTen t o do (have do:::e ~ 
2ut e then'lis e 0.011. I t re.~.lly ::lind r:~'J.ch. 

DisapprovG, but d:.f ficul t to p revont/J:lany 
opporJ':'1.lni ties no; 'adays 
Disapprove unle ss Gentile spouse prepa red to 
convert 
Disapprove W11ess one party is prepa::-ed to 
convert 
J)isspprove strol1c:ly (no further elaboration) 
Dise:pprove strc~t;ly - \1o'..lld be (:Cg,'re bevr.) -,-er'J 
upset if childrenLlarr~V' Olad. 129.rried) out 0: 
faith 
Di32.I'Prove (s trongl~r) ; does not \'lOrk out (liO 
elaboration) 
TIisapprove (stronGly : ; marriae e ".rill not ·I'!o!'~-: 
out becF'.u.se of reliGious 8.nd other di£,feren~2s 
in background. 
l:>isalJprove (stronr;:lY); beca.use children nei~ :.: er 
Jews LOT Gentiles! d.on t t have an iden:.i ty/ s::i'for 
Dis?PllX'oV'e (s t :ooncly ); should stick to O\'ffi kind 
Disapprove (s troll~:ly); ce.:lses loss of Jei·;is~~ 
ic1cn ti ty/uriJ er!Jlines JeHish COLll:11U..i' ty/ SUIY'i. ve.l 
Disapprove (strongly); causes i'a'J.ily fric".:;io!l, 
upset, etc. 

Born of Je'llish mother 
Converted with ,"other, orthodox 
Converted "lith .cother, refo:rrrr 
Converted at/after I!larriage , orthadox 
COriverted at/after LJarriage, refonn 
Fot converted 
1:0 response! refusal 



GAIrn COL. 

30(c) 2 07 
Spouse Jeliish by birt.'1 
or conversion 

30(d) 2 08 
Children's actual 
int cruo.rri3.ge 

26. 

:W',J !GSPO~SE --1 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
B 
9 
o 

11. 
B 
C 
D 
E 

F 

G 

H 
I 

J 

K 

L 
H 
If 
o 

p 

Q. 

R 

s 

T 

u 

V 
v[ 
X 
Y 
Z 

Yes, by birth 
Yes, by convel~sion before marriage, orthodox 
Yes, b;r conversion before marriage, r"form 
Yes, by conversion after mflJ','iagG , orthodox 
Yes, conversion after marr;.2.ge, reform 
liD. 

Not applicable - not married 

No respom ej refu.sal 

No JJarried c~'1 ildren ir..teY'f.!arried 
No children/no narried citildren 
No response/ l'efusf' .. l 
Male child Dl£l.rried ou.t - no conversion 
Ditto - Gentile spouse convert~d 
Orthodox. 
Male child lJarriad out - Gentile spouse converted 
Reform. 
Hal e cl,ild IJarried out - child convE:rted Christ­
iani ty. 
Female child married out - no conversiOil 
Female o::'1ild married out - Gentile spouse 
converted Ort':!odcx 
Female child ;~.a.rried out· - Gentile spouse 
converted Refonn 
Female c~lild married out - child cOllverted 
Ghristiani~y. 

Hale c.l'lild mal'ried o·.tt - no further c'.et,ul!:; 
Female child !!!arrie d out - no further det9ils 
Hare than one child married out - no conversicns 
More than one child married out - all Orthodox 
conversions 
More than one child married out all Refonn 
conversions 
Hore thar, one child married cut - all Orthodox 
or Reform converaions 
Nore than one child married out - Selma corrre-rted 
Jeliish, some not 
More than one child married out - SOlr,e convcrtoc. 
J mofi sll, sor.'e Chris tian 
More tha.'1 one child ;;)arriecl O'_tt - some converted 
Christi5.1l, SOJl8 not 
l'iore than one child r~ax':::,ied out - all C01lV€!rt0d 
Christian 



./ 

Slc:::e rela. ti\ras 
act·l.a.l i~ter.~.~I':"i~6e 

~'1 " .. 

:~'J close rel3.tiv::;s 
G::e clGse :r.el,,.~i V0 
O!'lC cl '")[: ~ rela ti ve 
C~e clcsE' r .:: l rlti v8 
Or..e c2..c3£: r-;~[1.ti v2 
0I:.e c:!. C~;:3 !",s J.P. ~ i ~j? 
One close rala ':.; i ye 
dee,TGp. ) 

ue.rr:' ed 
!:la r:-i e \1 
.: . .?rr::'ei 
r..2.::-r':oc 
_.::r:-ied 

:~:Q.:.:-:,:"i '20. 
[:3. r r inc 

o:.t 
ont 
oc: t 
C".~ 

. 
0 

o ',:.t 
c; :t 
o·,.l-•• v 

u.l:cle 
- ::::u:1"~ 

J TO i~he l' 

Gis Ler 

0;;.9 close -~ela.ti ve :.1?~!"l"i8d ou t - t;!',:u:(~c~il c: 
CT.e si";)li!"li; :;1."..13 o~':e o-:-.he '!' r-::l a.tive 
C:'le s :!. ...,li~l::"..: ~)lus t ::0 o ~::~e:' r.::2.ati ves 
O:-~e S i:·i 2. j.n~ ;lus J:ior~J t~:'''71 t\vO close 
relet.:.. yes 
'1-";0 s i:· l ines 
':'-.. ;0 close r'?la ti 'les 
~':'hI'80 s i:1 ili.fP 
? hr€;€ close r:l e;CiV\?S 
'E'\.;:) si blines and o~e e1058 r e la t i ve 
':''::0 si "hlin?3 plus uore t~e.n cne close 
r elative 
7:1ree s ibl i nL"S plus a!1J" clos e rela ti vas 
One close relative (!lot specifj.ed) 

II/A, S'.lbj8C t converte1/ one ln rcnt 
conve.rt ed 
170 respons e/ I'2f'...lsal/ don t t knQYT 



31 2 10 
Intent ions of re~ai~­
ina; in South Africa 

32 2 
Poli tical party 
affilia tion 

11 

~,::!, l 

c 

F 

G ' 

li 

I 

J 
K 
L 
H 
N 

0 

P 
Q. 
R 
S 
T 
'J 
V 
W 
X 
Y 
Z 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
0 

28. 

:~o respOl~e/I"3:'lSP..2. 
Don't !mow 
Yes, inter.cl t') re=e..:'n ": ..... SO'"1 "'c~;. ld'rica 
(uJlcon'ii ti onal) 
Yes; if ;os3ic·le/pr~be.'~ 1:-/ e s far p ,s I IDa';,/ other 
conc.i tio!'al ,,'i -:''1:):';' t ':"'·J.:"':~;.e!' ela""::>oratioll 
Yes; if Je"j,,1s a!'€ :;· E;~i ::eo. -'-;o/don't kno ...... ~ 'o'!iere 
Jey,s wil:!. nove !19x"'c/if it i s still 2.11 rit.l1t 
for Jells here 
Yes; unless !?~er2.1 p01i ti~a.l developments 
ma ke it ir.:r:"/ossiole 
Yes, if I ~o cot e::if;'Ya te to Israel (no reason 
given) 
Yes, if interne.tioT'El }:osition, in genera.l, 
does not deter.:o~ate 
Yes, if I do not eci~te ~o another country, 
excludin; IS!'2.el (~J ::::-ee.sor~ &i.ven) 
G or I 
l1aybe/perb.aps (nc fc:r~"er elaboration) 

no (no further elaboratior..) 
No, I am about -;;0 /in7.er:d t o enigra,te to 
Israel 
No, I 8.2. about!inte:;d to el..}igrate to another 
country 
II or 0 
G or I + political ree.s02::s (not anti-Semitisi!l.) 
G + poli tice~ ree.s(;ns (r;.{)t ~:.Ilti-Sc:::Ji tis:n) 
lTD, Poli tic9.l r'daso!""~ (no-:; anti-Ser:::li tis=..) 
I + political reeSCllE (not ~nti-Semitism) 
o + political rea50~ (not anti-Semitism) 

national Party C!8:ob er 
National Part::~ supporter!sy:wpathiser 
United ParvJ ~e",ber 
Uni ted Pa.rt;)" sti.ppCr~2:r/ s:rspathiser 
Pro gressi ve F'art~r ~ez..~er 
Progressive Pa:r~j" s-.::rp:Jrter/ s;ympathiser 
Libercl Party :"",!2:::::be:-
Liberal Party s·.i.p"f-0rter/ s:,".:r>athiser 
Don't know/undecided/i~Gif:erent 
Refuse to ans><er 



QUt:STIOi-l C.' "lJ eC·L . ? Cd 

33 2 12 A 
Je>rish avoidance 3 
of ' politics C 

D 
E 
F 

G 
H 
I 

J 
K 

L 
H 

Ii 
0' 

p 

Q. 

R 
S 
T 
U 
V 

VI 
X 
Y 
z 

34(1)-(48) 2 13-60 1 
Attitude scale 2 

3 
4 
5 
0 

29. 

R...~SPC llSE 

Refusal/no respc~se 
Don't knc",r 
Je~'ls need not. avoic ar::y political acti vi ties/ 
personal i:1atter 
JeylS mus t keep O~lt of :-e.cial politics (no reasons) 
J eHS LilUS t avoid :O:o.'..:.::i5:::1 

Je"s Qust a"raid left-"di,,-'S politIcs, including 
Liberal/Pro~assive ?ar:ies 
JeHs must avoid a:: ~l-~ '), .. ~ -;;~ }.:'ricE:.n peli tics 
JeHs must avoid pol:'-:;ics lee.din5 to violence 
Je\,;rs must avoic. ri¢.t-wing po11-:i05 , fascism, 
racial discr-i~i!'.E. t i c:! 
JevlS must avoid ~::e ~ ~a :io:',alist Party (no -reason) 
Jews must avoid. t~e : ~atio;~alist Party; leaders 
anti-Semitic 

Jews should not get involved in non-JeHisl! 
aotivities 
Jews should kee~ out of poli~ics alt.ogether 
Je\</s should not be cc~ce~ed ,,·li th South Africa, 
only Israel 
Jews must avc:'d 2...:."!ti-Goverr:.:aent political 
aotivity 
llust avoid racial politics: ca'J.ses friction 
between Go~,-e:T-=.e:lt e..r..'i Jews 
Hust avoid left- P/I"ing 2.~d ;~a.tionalist8 
Hust not be ext:-e:list 
Yes - Zionis t 
Other specific parties 
Must avoid :iatio,,-alists and united Party/ 
Progressj,ves 
Je>ls should not be too liberal (oauses tro'-1ble) 

Stro~gly disagree 
Disagree 
Don't knOl';/ undecided 
Agree 
Strongly agree 
No response 

(N.B. For oolUJ:lllS 15, 20, 23 , 30, 31, 37, 38, 42, ,13 , L5 , 51, 53, 54, 
56, 58, 59 - being c."estions 3, 8 , 16, 18, 19 , 25 , 26, 30 , 36, 39, 
41, 42, 44, 46, 47 - RO>lS a:-e reversed so tr~t 1 ~ Strongly Agree, 
and 5 = Strongly disagree) 



C.~ES·:..·IO:~ C_;...W 

34 2 
Sub-scale totals 

35 (a-e) 3 
Self-assessments 

35(1') 3 
I . .lportanee of 
being Je>lish 

35(g) 3 

'rT 
\,,; \...u • 

61/62 
6;/64 
65/ C6 
67/66 
69/70 
71/72 
75/74 
75/76 

05 
06 
07 

08 
09 
05-09 

10 

11 
fuportar~ e of being 
Sou th Afriean 

35(h) 3 12 
i'ihen I feel more 
South Africa:! 

35(i) 3 13 
\{nen I feel reore 
Jewish 

reborn a Jei'/ 

14 

~.':.'J 

' " ...:..-\.: 

:i.-O 
1-0 
1-0 
1-0 
1-0 
1-0 
1-0 

1-7 
1-7 
1-7 

1_7 - , 
1-7 
o· 

1 
2 
3 
4 
o 

1 
2 
3 
4 
o 

1 
2 

3 
o 

1 
2 

3 

30. 

Social ~'::~elat;io!ls 

I!'lsec'.lri ty in South Africa 
3.alit;i o'J.s Beliefs 
i:thnoee:!trisrn 
Sout!l Africa 
Self-hatred 
Zionis:G 
?.eli.::;ious ConservatisJ!l 

J e',lisn -South Afri ea 
Stro ng Je;)ish feeling - no Je>li sh feeling 
Strcm::: SO'J.th Africa.'1 feelinG - no SO'J.t.'l 
}.friea:' feeling 
Very observent Jew - non-ooservant 
Very religious pe:::'son - irreliGious person 
l~o response 

Very important 
fuportant 
Little L~porta.'1ee 
No part in life 

. l~a respons e 

Ver;f important 
fuportant 
Little ir.1portanee 
No part in life 
~·;o response 

I also feel more Je"iish 
There is no relationship beh;"een 3~~ feeling 
Je,.,ish and my feeling Sonth African 
I feel les s Jel;ish 
~io res ponse 

I also feel mo re Sout.h i,.frican 
':;:'here is no relationship oe'.'",e6n mj' feeling 
Je"lis:t a.nd i:ly feelinG South .ti.frican 
I feel lees 00'lth Africe.:1 

(I :io response 

1 
2 
3 
4 
o 

-..,TCr',f Pi.uch 
Yes 
;':a~{es no diE.fex-ence 
Prefer not 
;; 0 Rss.ppnse , .; (' 

l 
I 
I 



31. 

Q.UESTIOlI CARD COL. RO'd RESPOlrSE 

3S(k) 3 IS 1 Never 
Journal praises Jews 2 Seldom 
feel praised 3 Often 

4 AIHays 
0 No response 

3S(1) 3 16 1 Never 
Journal insults Je;Ts 2 Seldom 
feel insulted 3 Often 

4 AIHays 
0 No response 

3S(m) 3 17 1 Never 
Journal praises South 2 Seldom 
Africa, feel prained 3 Often 

4 All<ays 
0 No response 

3S(n) 3 18 1 Never 
Journal insults South 2 Seldom 
Africa, feel insulted 3 Often 

4 . Alt·:ays 
0 No r esponse 

3S(0) 3 19 1 Yes 
Fate bound with 2 Large extent 
South Africa 3 Some extent 

4 No 
0' No response 

35(p) 3 20 1 Yes 
Fate bound with Jewish 2 Large extent 
people 3 Some extent 

4 No 
0 No response 

35(Q,i) 3 21 1 Cons iderable 
2 Contributes 
3 Slight 
4 No 
0 No response 



-_._----
COL. 

35(Q,ii) 3 22/23 
\-float in the b8haviour 
of Jel",~ contributes to 
anti-Semitism 

, 

?.O':l 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
P 

32. 

170 response 
!i/A 
Don't kno'..! 
General bad be:oaviour 
Haterie.li8'~ic/interested only in money 
Jet·1S too se l'!sit ive 

G Jews have necative attit'.1de to Gentiles -
exclude, dislike, recard t hem as Inferiors 

H .. Te,,,s more Zionist/ Je',1ish then South Africa:!'! 
I Business ethics bad/dishonest/fraud'Jl Gnt/hard 
J JeFs d.ifferent in habi to/ 3peak wi t~ accent/ 

cesticulate - i.e. identifiable 
K Je,.;s cal1 se anti -Semi tisi!1 sirJply because they 

L 
11 

N 

o 
P 
<to 

R 
S 
T 
U 
V 
W 
X 
Y 
Z 

exist 
Ambitious/successful 
Je\lrs too 1 iber.31jleft-\..-in["! COrJ1-:llli1ist/ associe.. te 
wi th non-'dhi ten/n.n ti - GoVCTI1ment 
Pushing/ t:trow wei Jo t ara und/ Bljgressi vel 
os tent:> t io'1S/10ud/ conspiC:'lOUS/ boastful 
Intrusive 
Jews treat non-Jews badly/ dishonestly 
Je>fs selfish - onl;; concerned "ith m-ffi 
com:nunity 
Regard thernsel ves as s1J.perior to nOll-JeHs 
Jealous of J el·/s' supcriori ty/ success 
J e1-lS segreGate themselves 
Orthodox J E:WS 

Hiscellaneous 
T + N 
S + L 
H+H 
S+T+N 

1 



APPENDIX C 

INTERVIEWERS' INSTRUCTIONS 
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Your riftrtnce 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 

PRO ?OR::A 

01/, rrftrenu 

This is to introduce (name) 

Jan Smuts Avenue, Johannesburg, South Africa 

Telephone 724-13" Telegrams 'U"iversity' 

D,lt 10th cT anuary 
1968 

who is a 

student of this Dni versi ty. (name ) is 

assisting in a survey of tte Johannesbur g Jewish 
Community , and your co-operation would be g reatly 

apprecicted. Your answers will be treated in the 

strictest confidence and will be used for 

scientific purposes only. 

Th~ survey is bei~G conducte d witn th e approval 

and part-spo~sorship of the South African Jewish 

Board of De puties and the South African Zionist 

Federation. 

With thanks for ycur assistance, 

Yours sincerely, 

Allie :Juab 

Senior Lecturer, Department of 30cial Anthropology 



15th January 19£8 

1. It is sus~~sted t~~t you wea r a _aGen David (Star of 
~avid) brccc~ O~ ren6ant or so~et~ing similar . 

2. AFP~OAC~ : !~tTo ~uce yourseJ,f by na~e . Say that you 
ere fro~ ~~e r~ive~3ity end are ~oi~g a study of 
Jotar:r..es'c .... ;.r~ ~s·.,;s . .:·\s:{ if -~\eSl;oEC.·3::t is Jewish, if 
not CX"URC -·c- -~~c,~ g~d "-oc~~d to next ~ouse If __ .... ..... ...... _ .. ( • ~._ ~ ~ _ .I. ..... ~J. }- .... 'Co ..... • .~ • 

rt~e~~o"Y",.:;e~- 1'- -e"'': C::'" a""1,.: ].~ YOLl -~·T 1-nte~'r1·ev" h1'~/her ..... !:" _ ~ ..... _.'" ~ c.. , • ....:.. ....... .. "=, . ,- • ..1. • ••• .:.,;; .... \ ~ ~J..Il . -

or ~ho~ever yo~ ~eed to fill your ~~ota . 

If ~ecessary sho~ Ae spondent your letter 
of introduction . 

~o not DaKe lengthy ex~lBnations of the 
purpose o~ t~e s~rvey: si~:91y p8 r8 ~hrase ~tat is 
written ~- tte letter of intr~fuction. 

~~.B . It is ::ost 
2:2Y disc:;,ssio~s 

" . 

i =port an t tha t you do not enter into 
on the topic of t~e interview. 

You will be providee with a mop and a list 
of streets ::0:- eac,", area alloc2."ted to you. The !lunber 
of ~al es a~d Je=ales to be interviewed is shown in the 
colU:.'"TIn 11 3 e=ple Size" . 

For all suburbs the ~i~imum nunber of 
stree ts to ~e ~sed is c ~lculated 2 8 folJ.o~s : for 
total sa=ple size (i.e. ~ plus F) = 2 : 2 streets ; 
= 3 : 3 st r eets ; = 4 : 4 streets; = 5, 6, 7 , 8 , 9 or 
10 : 5 str==ts; = 11 or over: 6 st re ets . In ~ost cases 
a larger "!'!.~=·:er C) f st reets tD2.n t:Ce re quire d minir.:uUl is 
provided 1~ case sc=e stre~ts ~~ye no Jew~sh residents . 
~ny o~ tt~ str2ets ~2y be taken i~ any order . N. B. If 
!TIore STre: "S s re :!'e::uirec. in 3i::~- :2 :::'88, please infor::l 
nee : 0 ~O~ ~a~s s~y substitutio~s . 

The s a~p1e is stratified not o~ly by area 
of reside~.ce 2.!:~ se x, but a l so c:" !?[e . ?or every ten(lO) 
co""~ec··.1..'; 'U' t:; ..: "," ~c..-P" "l'; '.H"S ! l' rreC! ........... ("\ .. ·-~ 'In of B-re:::l) ·r ..... · l s"ould ........ I,. ..... .L.,'- J.._~. _ _ Joe .. \ . ... ,·.c ..... J _ L; _ :;..I., JI..)L. .. __ 

hRVe fQ~r (4) ~es?o~de~ts D£ef ~ et~:een 18 - 34; fiy~ (5) 
bBt~ee!l 35 - 64 ; a~ ~ o~e (I} ~ce6 65 yea r s or over . + 
R. B. C~lJ ;eople 18 years ol~ an d above =ust be 
in te rviev,'ed . 

To locate Je~is~l resloe~~8 , si~ply go f rom 
c.oor to ~ oor ;"::Gt5.l :TO~l f i~~ Q t~l € :ce ·:~ ;..\irej subject . va 
t~i3 eve~ if :~a~ ~r~ tel~ t~8 t ~o Ze~s live i~ the 
street t or -::: r:. t ~:. e re i s a Je·. :i3~: ~e.mil:,r i~ a p8..rticuler 

, /~ neuse . . . .. c. 
+'~~e!1 +~~Q ~~ ~+ r"c+'o~ ~~ove~ l'- ~o~ r' ~~lo ·to "O~1)l'l 

': ~', • • J •• oJ. ~ _ • • ': '.. . '. " :, ~ ':' ,.1 "- 1,,' •. .:. ., ' .,J.:1 J. ': _ ~ • '-', '. " 

~lt~ l~ ?~~ctlC~~ sc ~~stnents ~8re ~aQe l~ ter~s of 
intervie ~er31 ex;erie~c 2 of t~e ~~ e a ~iti:in t~e 
fra~e~ori o~ overall ss~ ~ li~~ rs : ~irene~ts . See 
Chapter., sectio" c,(e). ". --
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ho use. In the first street i n a~ area , bC3in with 
n'.lr.1ber 1 then ':;0 on to ~umber ? :_~~d so on . In the 
seccnd street , be~in ~it~ the 1~3t house in the 
street .?r:.d proceed tov,'a rds n1J..I :~.; er 1 .. It is (lui te 
permissi 1;le to i '1te >:,y im', next 6.00!' nei "tbours, but 
do not intervie'" :Jore than one ))e r son per r..ousehold. 

In a r eas with a l aree )roportion of fla ts, 
do not interview core than t~o ( 2 ) people in one 
buildin~. ~here there are a l arge number of flats 
and houses (e. 3 . Yeovi lle) interview people living 
in both types of dwelling . ~vo id obvious biasses 
such as interviewi~; only in new a nd/or expensive 
blocks i n any area. 

4. CODING OF SCHEDULE : 

Coding should be done after the interviewing. 

When recording r esponses for which 
alternatives are prov i ded on ~te Sc hedule rin g the 
appro]::riate nunoe r 01: t!1.e ri ght h-; '16. s i de of tie 
page . \',he'1 cod in; ti e rine; ed m;~:!Jer shoul d be placed 
i~ t he box i n the ri gh t hand :1or Gin.++ 
N.B . Do not co de ~he re spec ific instructions not to 
code are given , or "t.'b.er8 the worc..s ":'TO CODE 1t ap pe a r 
i~ the ri ~h t ~a nd :~a r&in . ~ote too t~la t i n some cases 
special CO~I~G II;dTHUC~ICNS are prov i ded . 

(i) All questions preceded by 1XX in the left hand 
margin "lUs t be put to ~'ubje c t wi tilOut 
suggesting poss ible ans~ers . Try to fit Subje ct's 
res pons e to listed alt er'1,?tive , v!he re these a r e 
provided, bu t i f in dout t read these a lt erna tives 
so t~2 t 8u~j ect can ~ake O~~~ c to ice . I f still in 
doubt, record res ponse ver~atim . ~ uestio~s net 
marked 1ii - a lternat i ve res ponses should be r ea d 
to Subject. 

(ii) Tryout the first ~uestionnaire on a friend or 
r e l at ive fo r fractice and feniliarisation 

(iii) Many of t he quest i ons f rom pages 1 to 24 may be 
paraphrased if Subject does not und erstand , bu t 
the utmost caution 2ust be eX3rcised. Don't 
expla in l uestions a i~ed a t el iciting va lues, 
opinions or perc epti ons. 

(iv) Frobes sbould be done with cauti on - dc not 
suggest line s of thou~tt . Frobes shoul d flow 
fr o!:! Subjec t' s r esponse . ,':lere alte r nat ives are 
listed they IBy be used a s probes. 

(v) ••••• /3 

++Most of thes e codes were subsequent ly chang ed. 
Codine sheets e re re pro duced in ~~pendix B. 
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(v) Do not forget to furcist ~ie information 
required on the first p~Le of the Schedule 
and to record your observations on the l ast 
page. 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(Viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

(xiv) 

Question 2(3) to (d): The direct male line 
of deGce~t is required. Thus if S im~i~rated 
with 2 brother or cousi~, record simply that 
S im~i~rated first. Eo~ever if S came out with 
wido', led or divorced:notl:er, or as a small 
child under guardians~i:" of sor1e other r elative, 
record verbatim in space provided . 

~2 uestion 4: Alterl1'itives 4 and 5 (i.e. "Not 
cook or eat :ns.,:t and '?",ilk tcgether" and ";~ot 
use pork pro fuct s or s~el lfish") are correctly 
Vlorde a . ~~h us the respon.se "J o not use pork but 
do use s"ellfish" is to oe regarded as 
equivalent to trUce neitcer pork nor shellfish" 
or !lUse ::ork ClA.t not s!:ellfish". S i:nil3.rly, 
with alternative 4. 
~uestio~ 10: Probe - find out whether S has 
changed during adolescence or Since, at 
marria; e,ss a result of c hi ldren , etc. 
,:,uestion 15: If S voh:l1teers information about 
dec eased_ caildren 1 reco~d t~is but do not ~robe. 
I,:ake t~e notatio~ l!decec~sed" above -the ini ti3.1s 
of such child . 

~uestion 17: This question is only for sohool-
g0 4.,.....c 01~ .;1 (J"ron . 
_ ~ - 'G -- ~ . ~ ". 

Do not spe~d ~uoh time on 17 d-h. 
~uest ion 19(8-e): In probinf these questions 
use Subjeot's own response. 
Note down negative as uell as positive responses 
(e.g. Jews do not do ••••• ON A good Jew is 
not ••.•• eto.) 
c~ uest ion 20(0-) ,'nd (h): ?ote that (g) is 
inten6ed to find out ~ hether Subject is able 
to follo~ the services i n the syna gogue he 
usually attends. In other ~ords , oan he find the 
right plaoe in the prayer book , does he know 
what stage the service has reached. 
Question (h) however refers to Subjeot's 
ability to read and understand Hebrew prayers 
in the prayer book. 

~ uestion 22 : Do not ask those seotions whioh 
have s lreacy 'ceeG olearl:' oovered by Subject in 
Question 21. ~ark ttese respo~ses later. 

Attitu6e 3c~e~~les: Ito s ttitude questioGs on 
PBbes 25 to j O inolusive ~ust be administered 
exactl:i'" as v:ritten. 'Under no circu;r!stances 
must you explain, inte r~ret or amplify any 
statement. ~e -re~d it . If S persists that he 
cannot understand, record this on the faci~g 

page ••••• /4 
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page. 3ubject ~ay 8rEue 2~OUt state~ents 
or criticise then. Do ~O~ defend or interpret 
or agree. He-reed if ~ece ssarY9 and insist 
politely t~at 3 expresses tis orinion. 

Some state~ents have two (2) clauses (e.g. 34(5) 
or 34(9); Ttis is intentional and S must respond 
to the s'~ctement 28 a wtole. 

To ad~::ini?ter attitude scl:edules, hand Subject 
blank copy and then read the instructiocs - and, 
i f necessary, explai~ t~8m - to him. Ask 3ubject 
to follow the 5tate~e~t8 a s you read them to him 
and to tell you w~lich res"cnse to c1ark . .Qn EO 
ac no' "nt ~rC1Jlr <l'~l P ·~'··"r.;o~~-t- Yr" O'lI'-'r ~t'-'re .. 1 Qnlc v lot _ ;:} . .:. _ . . A v __ ,- :;'~ " " v"v \.J ! : , r .... roo , _ _ U ............ A __ 

sche dule ~or s ~'o ul ~ y~~ i:.~(~ ~i~ ~is o~n 
schedule to fill i~ . ___ 9 onlv questi ons which 
~ubject ~ay mark hlnsel~ 2re

w

a;b,c,d ,e, on 
page 28. 

Note t~ere are two (2) separate attitude 
questionCBires and instructions are given on 
pa&e 25 Bcd on page 28 . 
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GLOSSARY 

BARMITZVAH 
At the age of 13, a Jewish male becomes fully responsible for the 
fulfilment of religious obl.igations (see MITZVAH). Although automatic, 
the occasion is normally marked by a cereUlony in the synagogue during a 
Sabbath morning service and, usually by some celebration. 

BATMITZVAH 
The ceremony was or iginally introduced into South Afric.a by the Reform 
movemen t as a counterpart of the BARMITZVAH , and has gradually been 
adopted by Orthodox congregations. It involves the confi.rmation of 
girls at age 12, and is usually perforrr£d for several girls simultaneously 
on a single annual occasion . 

BRACHOTH 
Benedictions (o r blessings) recited before (or, sometimes aftar) 
performance of a religious rite or enjoyw£nt of some activity or 
experience . Benedictions a l ways begin with the formula: "Blessed art 
thous, 0 Lord, cur God, King of the universe " An example of a 
r itual benedict.ion, recited after "ashing t he hands, continues 
" ... J;,'ho has sanctified us by his commandments and has commanded us 
concerning the washing of the hands ". An example of the second type, 
the blessing before drinking wine, is " ... who created the fruit of the 
vine" . 

BETH DIN 
An Ecclesiastical, or Rabbinic Co urt comprising three ordained Rabbis. 
In .Johannesburg, the Beth Din is responsibJ.e, inter alia, for supervision 
of establishments providing KOSHER foods, conversions, divorces, 
settling interpersonal. disputes (though it has nc legal standing) and, in 
general, for the proper application of J e",ish religious law. 

CHAMETZ 
Leavened foods such as bread, cake, biscuits, breakfast cereals which are 
forbidden on Passover (PESACH) . This prohibi tioH is a remi~der that 
the children of Israel could not .. ait for the dough to rise in their haste 
to depart from Egypt. 

CHANNUKA 
The festival of lights or, literal ly, rededication. It commemorates 
the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem after its recapture from the 
Sylacuse tyrant Antiochus Epiphanes by the :1accabees. Legend has i t 
that only one day's supply of oil for the ~!ENORAH (candelabra) "as 
found, but th"t it miraculously burnt for eight days. The festival is 
accordingly celebrated for eight days. Each night candles are lit -
one on the first night, tHO on the second night and so on - until all 
eight candles are burnir,g. This festival is not G18.rked by any other 
special observances or prohibi tions, except that certain pr.qyers are 
added tc the ordinary daily services. It falls tm,ards the end of the 
year. 

CHAZAN . 
The cantor or reader leads the congregation 1n prayer. Almost al l 
Orthodox congregations (but not Reform) engage such a functionary. 
He is expected to have a good singing voice and good Hebre,,' diction. 



CHEDER 
Also called TAU!UD TORAH or "Hebrew School". Classes in Hebre" language, 
Judaism and other aspects of Jewish culture, held before or after regular 
school classes. The Jewish commuuity of Johannesburg maintains a network 
of Hebrew Schools, many with their own premises. 

CHEVRAH KADISHA 
Burial society mainly, but also assis ts needy mewbers of the Jewish 
community. 

HAGGADAH 
A text recited at the Passover SEDER in which the story of the exodus 
from Egyp t is related and which also comprises psalms and prayers of 
th anksgiving. 

KADDISH 
A prayer praising God recited by t he CHAZAN a t various points in a 
service. The kaddish is also recited at daily services by mourners 
for eleven months after the death of a parent and, subsequently, on 
the anniversary of the death. 

KASHRUTH (Adj . KOSHER) 
The dietary la..,s. These laws define which animal s , birds and fish a Jew 
is permitted to eat : They also prescribe the methods of s l aughtering and 
inspecting animals and the manner in '''hich the blood must be drained prior 
to consumption . TIle laws proscribe the eating of meat and dairy pToducts 
t ogetheT and, in fact, separate utensils should be kept for t he nw types 
of foods. The l aws originate in the Bible, notably Leviticus,ll. 

KIDDUSH 
A prayer, meaning literally "sanctification", recited on sabbath and 
festivals preceding the meal. In it God is prais ed for sanctifying his 
peopl.e by giving them the la"s relating to the holy days. The blessings 
over Wlne and bread are also reci ted to start the meal. 

KOSHER - see KASHRUTH 

MATZAH (pl. MATZOTH, HATZES ) 
Unleavened bread eaten on Passover (PESACH) t o commemorate the exodus 
from Egypt, when the Israelites had no time to al low the dough to rise. 

HENORAH 
The eight- branched candelabra used on CHMlNUKA. 

MIKVAH or HIKVE 

MINYAN 

Ritual b ath used mainly by women, but al.so by men, to restore ritual 
purity (e .g . after menstruation). 

According to Jewish custom, a minimum of ten Jewish males over the. age of 
13 (BAR~IITZVAH) cons ti tutes a congregation. Certain prayers like KADDISH, 
as well as the re ading from the TORAH scrolls, can only be recited wi th a 
minya~ . The term also refers to a prayer meeting. 

HITZVAH (pI. HITZVOTH) 
A religi ous law . 

MEZUZAH (pl. MEZUZOTH) 
A small phial, about 2 inches lon g by ! inch diameter which is nailed 
about t,"o-thi rds Hay up the doorpos ts of Jewish ho,""s. The phial 
cont ains passages from the Pentateuch in ;"hieh the Israelites ,"ere exhorted 
to remember God's commandments by writing them lion the doorpcsts of your 
hous es and upon your gates" (Deuteronomy, 6:9). 

I 



MOHEL 
A functionary trained to perform circumcision and its attendant rituals. 

PESACH 
Passover, the festival commemorating the exodus from Egypt. It falls in 
the spring (northern hemisphere) at about the same time as Easter. 

ROSH HASHANNAH 

SEDER 

The Jewish New Year falls in about September or October . It is believed 
to be a time of spiritual "stocktaldng" and of confessi on of sins. 
It is further believed that at this time God determines the fate of each 
person for the coming year. However, it is possible to avert an evil 
fate by repentance during the t en days be t'''een Rosh Hashan"ah and 
YOM KIPPUR. On Yom Kippur the book of destiny is sealed. 

On PESACH, the festive evening meal is preceded by the reciting of the 
HAGGADAH. The word means 'order', and refers to the fixed succession of 
rituals, re citing of t he Haggadah, prayers, psalms, festive meal, grace 
and hymns. 

SHABBAT 
Sabbath . The Sabbath begins on Friday evening just before sun- dmm 
and continues until after the appearance of the first three stars on 
Saturday night . It is marked by synagogue se rvices, evening and 
morn~ng; a festive meal with KIDDUSH ; li ghting of candles at home; and 
numerous prohibitions re lating to Horking, riding, cooking, smoki ng, 
wrlt~ng, handling money, etc. It is intended to be a day of complete 
rest, different from all other days of the week and, ideally, devoted t o 
prayer and religious study. 

SHAVUOTH 

SHIVA 

The festival of Pentecost falls seven weeks after PESACH, is the first-· 
fruits festival and also commemorates the giving of the TORAH to :-loses 
on Mt. Sinai. 

The seven days of deep mourning after the death of a parent. 

SHOCHET 
Ritual slaughterer. Meat is KOSHER only if the animal has been killed 
and inspected by a shochet. 

SHTETL (pI. SHTETLACH) 

SHUL 

Literally a small town or village, the term refers to the s,nall-town Jewish 
communities in Eastern Europe. 

Synagogue . 

SUCCOTH 
The festival of Tabernacles is celebrated five days after YOM KIPPUR and 
lasts seven days. It is the harvest festival and a l so co~emorates t he 
wande r ings of the Israelites in the wilderness after the exodus from Egypt. 
The name refers to the temporary dwellings in which the Israelites l iv"d. 
Succoth, PESACH and SHAVUOTH are known as the Sha10sh Rege.lim , or three 
pilgrimages , since on these occasions the people used to make a 
pilgrimage to the temple . }Iost of t he prohibitions applying to Sabbath 
apply to these festivals as ,'ell as to ROSH HASll~NAH and YOH KIPPUR. 



TAHARATH HAl11SHPACHAH 
Literally 'purity of the family' , refers to such rituals as bathing in the 
MIKVE and abs taining from sexual intercourse at certal n times. 

TALMUD TORAH - see CHEDER 

TEFILLIN 

TOR!\H 

Usually translated phylacteries (from the Greek, meaning amulet). 
~JO small leather boxes, about one-and-a-half inches square , containing 
passages from the Bible. They are strapped onto the l~ft arm and forehead 
during morning prayers, by males over the age of 13, as a reminder to obey 
God's laws. 

The five books of Hoses, the Pentateuch, or chumash. More 
specifical ly it refers to the scroll on "hich the chumash is "ritten 
from ~lhich a portion is read three times ·a week and on fe·stivals. 
may also be used to refer to the "hole of Je"ish reli gious la". 

and 
It 

YAHRZEIT (YOHRZEIT) 
Anniversa ry of a death. KADDISH is recited and a 24-hour candle is burned 
in memory of the deceased. 

TZITZITH or ARBA ~FOTH 
A fringed undergarment \Yorn by males. It is a rectangular pie;oe of 
cloth with a central cut-out through which the head is placed, and at each 
corner 'of "'hich are tzitzith or fringes . Like TEFILLIN and NEZUZAH , 
they are visible reminde rs of God's law (numbers 15:37-41). 

YIDDISH 
A language spoken by Central and Eastern European Jews and their 
descendants. It is based on Hiddle High German and includes both Hebrew 
ami local (i.e. Russian, Polish,English) words and idioms . 

YOM KIPPUR 
Day of Atonement. This falls on the tenth day after ROSH HASHA!' NAH. 
It is the most solemn day in the Jewish calendar. All the prohibitions 
r elating to Sabbath observance apply in addi tioa to a fast lasting 
from sundow~ on the day before Yom Ki£Eur to sundown on the day itself. 
It brings to an end the ten-day period of penitence, which begins on 

. Rosh Hashannah, and marks, according to tradit ion, the sealing of 
the Book of Destiny by God for the coming year. 

~ , 
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A. BIOGRAPHICAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC 

1 Sex and Age: Table 4.4 

2 Area of Residence: Table 4.4 

3 Length of Residence in Johannesburg: 

Lived in Johannesburg all my life 

Since my ard val in S.A. 20 years ago or more 

20 years or more 

15-19 years 

10-14 years 

5-9 years 

Less than 5 years 

No response 

Total 

125 41,% 

18 6% 

73 26% 

23 8% 

11 4% 

11 4% 

19 7% 

3 1% 

283 100% 

4 Reasons for corning to live 1n the area/advantages of the area in 

which Respondent resides: 

Convenience (near shops,work,city centre,doctor, 

hospita1,transport,etc.) 

Neighbourhood (like neighbouTs, quiet, respectab Ie, 

friend1y,p1easant,price of house or flat right) 

Education (near nursery, primary or secondary 

school,university) 

N"ar to family 

Convenient to synagogue 

Convenient to Jewish nursery school,day school, 

cheder 

Je"ish neighbourhood 

No advantages/no particular reasons 

No response 

Total respondents 

158 56% 

119 42% 

14 

21 

26 

4 

5% 

7% 

9% 

1% 

n 10% 

10 4% 

9 3% 

283 

5 .. 'hat Respondent dislikes about area of re.sidence/disadva..'1.tat;es of area: 

Inconvenience (lack of amenities) 

Bad neighbourhood (deteriorated,noisy,unfriendly, 

snobbish,lOl,-class neighbours) 

Not a Je",ish neighbourhood 

Nisc:el1aneous 

No disadvantages 

No response 

Total 

25 

89 

13 

3':, 

Ill; 

7 

283 

9% 

31% 

5% 

1.2% 

40~ 

2% 

100% 

] 
1 
~ 

I 
; 

J 
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6 First patrilineal relative to come to South Africa: 

Father's father before 1900 

Father's father 1901-1929 

Father before 1900 

Father 1901-1929 

Father 1930-1939 

Father 1940 or later 

Self before 1900 

Self 1901-1929 

Self 1930-1939 

Self 1940 or later 

Don't know/no response 

Total 

24 8% 

17 6% 

39 14% 

93 33% 

19 7% 

1 

2 

13 5% 

13 5% 

19 7% 

43 15% 

283 100% 

7 First patrilineal re1a.tive to corne to South Africa and first 

patrilineal relative born in South Africa: 

Father's father born ln South Africa 

Father's father came to S.A. ,Father born S.A. 

Father's father came to S.A. ,Respondent born S.A., 

Father born Eastern Europe 

Father born Gel~any/Aus tria 

Father born other outside S.A. 

Father came to S.A.,Respondent born S.A. 

Father came to S.A., 

Respondent born Eastern Europe 

Respondent born Germany/Austria 

Respondent other outside S.A. 

Respondent came to S.A. from Eastern Europe 

Respondent came to S.A . from Germany/Austria 

Respondent came to S.A. from other 

No response 

Total 

8 General Education: Tables 5.8 aad.5.9 

9 Home language of Respondents and parents: Table 5 . 3 

3 1% 

35 12% 

15 

1 

5% 

5 2% 

139 49% 

17 6% 

2 

6 2% 

32 11% 

8 3% 

14 5% 

6 2% 

283 98% 
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10. Marital s tatus: 

Married by Je"ish rites, now separated 

now widowed 

still married 

Harried by civil ceremony, separated/divorced 

still married 

Never been married 

No response 

Total 

1 

19 7% 

195 69% 

2 

14 5% 

51 18% 

1 

283 99% 

11. Children (schedules not coded to ascertain number of children): 

Respondent never married 

l-1arri ed - no chi Idren 

One or more children 

Total 

12 Occupation and Fathe·r 's occupation: Table 5 . 15 

13 Income: Table 5.6 

14 whether Jewish by l>irth or conversion: Table 10.10 

15 Whether spouse Jewish by bi rth or conversion: Table 10.10 

16 Jewish Education staadard: Tabl.e 8.3 

17 Jewish Education SOUTce: 1'.able 8.4 

B. RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE 

18 Observance of mitzvoth: Tables 9.1,9.4,9 .5,9.7 

51 18% 

30 11% 

202 71% 

283 100% 

19 Comparison between Responaent' s and par.ents' ·observance of kashruth: 

Parents more observant th2.l1 Respondent 157 55% 

Parents same as Respon dent: 97 34% 

Parents less th3n Res pondent 20 7% 

Not applicable/no response 9 3% 

Total 283 99% 

20. Comparison betwE!en Respond-ent' s and parents' observance of mitzvoth 

~n general: 

Both parents mo re observa..T1t 166 59% 

One parent !IlDre obsel.'"Vant 16 6% 

Both parents same 71 25% 

Both parents less 21 7% 

Not applicable/no re s ponse 9 3% 

Total 283 100% 
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21 Reasons for kashruth observance: Table 9.2 

22 Changes in extent of Respondent's obs e rvance: 

No change 

More observant now than before 

More observant since marriage 

More observant since children born 

Less observalt than before 

Not applicab Ie/no respor.se 

Total 

23 Synagogue affiliation: Table 7.2 

24 Synagogue attendance: Table 7. 3 

25 Positi on in synagogue: 

Commattee member 

Executi ve member 

Sub-commi ttee member only 

Other 

None 

Not a paying member of any synagogue 

No response 

Total 

26 Synagogue activities apart from s ervices : 

Six or mo re hours per week 

Weekly meetings or task 

Fortnightly-monthly me e tings or task 

Every two months or less 

None 

Not a paying member of any synagogue 

No response 

Total 

104 37% 

19 7% 

12 4% 

10 4% 

132 47% 

6 2% 

283 101% 

2 

i 

5 

3 

1% 

2% 

1% 

166 59% 

105 37% 

1 

283 100% 

2 

5 

8 

9 

1% 

2% 

3% 

3% 

151 53% 

105 37% 

3 1% 

283 100% 

J 
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2 i. Abi Ii ty to follow synagogue servi ccs (Orthodox Respondents "ere asked 

only about orhodox services, Reform Respondents only about Reform services): 

Can folloH all or most orthodox services 

uithout difficulty 

Have some difficulty following orthodox services 

Have considerable difficulty following orthodox 

services 

Can fo11m, all or mos t Reform services without 

difficulty 

Have some difficulty following Reform services 

Have conside rable difficulty follmi'ing Reform 

services 

Do not attend any services 

No response 

Total 

28. Ability to read and understand prayec book: 

Read prayers in Hebrew and understand all or 

mos t - or thodox 

Can read prayers in Hebrew but understand 

little or nothing - orthodox 

Cannot read Hebrew - orthodox 

Read prayers in Hebrew and understand all or 

most - Reform 

Can read prayers in Hebrew but unders tand' 

little or nothing - Reform 

Cannot read Hebrew - Reform 

Do not attend any services 

No response 

Total 

C. CULTURAL INTERESTS 

114 40% 

36 13% 

59 21% 

30 11% 

2 1% 

3 1% 

36 13% 

3 1% 

283 101% 

68 24% 

75 26% 

66 23% 

5 2% 

12 4% 

18 6% 

36 13% 

3 1% 

283 99% 

29. Whether Respondent s ubscribes to and r eads J ewish-interest n ewspapers 

(several weeklies and monthlies publish ed locally in English,Yiddish,Hebrew): 

Read at leas t weekly 130 46% 

Read irre gular l y 83 29% 

Subscribe regularly but r~ ad iYregularly 20 7% 

Read seldom/not at all 50 18% 

Total 283 100% 
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30. Extent to which Respondent reads Je"ish-interest books: 

Only or mainly Jewish-interest books 

About 'as many as others 

Mainly others 

Only others 

Best sellers/whatever comes to hand 

Seldom or never read books 

Total 

21 7% 

51 18% 

117 41% 

52 18% 

9 3% 

33 12% 

283 99% 

31. How frequently Respondent attends lectures on Jewish topics: 

About weekly 21 7% 

About monthly 7 2% 

About six during the past year 21 7% 

Few or none 234 83% 

Total 283 99% 

D. ZIONISM 

32 Zionist affiliation: Table 7.6 

33 Zionist behaviour: not tabulated 

E. JEWIS H SURVIVAL - CHILDREN 

34 Children's Sabbath observance: Table 10.7 

35 Children's festival observance : Table 10.8 

36 Children's Jewish education: Table 10.6 

37 Unmarried - should they observe kashruth ln their own homes: Table 10.5 

38 Unfimrried children - should they be observant generally as adults: Tab Ie 10.5 

39 Unmarried chIldren - should they rear their chi Idren as Jews: Tab 1e 10.4 

F . JEh'ISH SURVIVAL - INTF:RYu\RRIAGE 

40 Teenage children -- should they have gentile friends : Table 10.13 

41 Teenage children - attitudes to their possible intermarriage: Table 10.12 

42 Attitude to intermarriege: Table 10.11 

43 Children's intermarriage: Table 10.10 

Close relatives' intermarriage : Table 10.9 
I 

J 
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G. SOCIAL REL,\.TIONS 

45 Employment of Jewish employees: Table 7.13 

46 Close friends: Table 7.11 

47 Acquaintances: Table 7.11 

48 Business Associates: Table 7.12 

49 Associational participation: Tables 7.7, 7.8, 7.9 

50 Philanthropies: Table 7.5 

51 Disbursement of hypothetical RSOO to charity: 

Zionist/Is raeli funds only 

Local Jewish funds only 

Zionist and Jewish funds only 

Non-Je"ish funds only 

African funds only 

Zionist, non-Jewish and/or African 

Zionist, Jewish, non-JeIVish and/or African 

JeIVish, non-Jewish and/or African 

Non-Jewish and African 

No response 

Total 

H. RELATION TO SOUTH AFRICA 

52 Intention to remain ~n South Af rica: Table 10.18 

53 Political party affiliation: Table 10.16 

27 10% 

72 25% 

36 13% 

35 12% 

10 4% 

10 4% 

20 7% 

50 18% 

4 1% 

19 7% 

283 101% 

54 Should Jews avoid involvement in South African politics: Table 10 . 17 
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