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Northern perennial swamp

The perennial swamp habitat type was characterised by a community of many non-cichlid species,
that were not recorded in the former sites. A total of 11327 specimens, representing 64 species
with a combined mass of 599 kg was collected from this sampling site {(Appendix 2). Both species
diversity and the total mass catch was greater than that recorded in the previous sampling sites.
Most noticeable was the appearance of large numbers of the rheophilic H. vittatus (Table 4.1).

Numerically, the most common fishes collected in the perennial swamp were non-cichlid species
of which the following were the most important: B. lateralis (7.3%), A. johnstoni (7.2%),
Hemigrammocharax machadoi (6.5%), H. viltatus (6.5%), M. acutidens (6.4%), S. mystus (4.9%),
M. macrolepidotus (4.7%) and Petrocephalus catostoma (4.7%; Fig. 4.5a). The only common
cichlids in the numeric analysis were Pseudocrenilabrus philander {3.5%), O. andersonii (3.4%) and
T. sparrmanii {3.3%). The group "Others" comprised 53 additional species which contributed 41.6%
to the total.

In terms of mass contributions {Fig. 4.5b), the most important non-cichlid species were H. vittatus
{29.2%), Clarias gariepinus (15.1%), C. ngamensis {5.7%) and 8. mystus (6.8%). Important cichlid
species included 8. angusticeps (8.9%) and 0. andersonii {7.4%). The group "Others" contributed
12.8% of the total. The total cichlid proportion in the community was considerably less than the
proportion found in the drainage river sampling sites or seasonal swamp (Appendix 2).

All five selected species were collected in this community and comprised 59.7% of the total mass
and 17.5% of the numeric composition (Table 4.1). However, the percentage mass contribution of

H. odoe and S. mystus was considerably lower than in the previous sampling sites.
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