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However, as the pH decreased, the rate of hydrolysis decreased,
presumably due to the low acid solubility of the estolate
limiting the exposure of drug to the solution environment. At pH 5.5
and below, any erythromycin base resulting from dissolution of the
estolate and subsequent hydrolysis of the propionate to produce the
free drug moeity, was rapidly degraded to erythromycin enol-ether and
anhydroerythromycin. Due to difficulty in resolving  erythromycin
estolate and erythromycin enol-ether no attempt was made to measure
hydrolysis rates at pH 5.5 and below.






















































































































































































































