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IRs and Regional Collaboration

• SEALS Strategic partnership
• Mission:

– to foster improvement in access to information 
resources, 

– to support and enhance high standards of 
teaching, research and scholarship in 
member institutions 

– by promoting resource sharing of human, 
material and information resources between 
academic institutions within the region. 



Background

• SEALS partners diverse solutions:
– Rhodes: ePrints (ReRR), Greenstone (ILAM)
– NMMU: Dspace
– Fort Hare: NRF hosted Dspace
– WSU: NRF hosted Dspace

• 2012 Seals Trust decision
– Investigate shared option
– Comparison

• Dspace, ePrints, Content Pro, CONTENTdm



IRs and Regional Collaboration

• Infrastructure support
– Private cloud-based approach
– Outsourced to RUITD

• Cost benefit
• Services bundled with ILMS hosting
• Libraries focus on content ‘production’

– SEALS III development partner
• Give input in the development of Content Pro



IRs and Regional Collaboration

• Benefits:
– Build on established collaboration

• SEALS Standards Committee
– Digitisation working group

– Cost benefits:
• Economies of scale (and no duplication of costs)

– Hosting and maintenance
• Staffing

– Technical expertise to host etc. not required
– Skilling
– Shared learning and knowledge retention



IRs and Regional Collaboration

• Benefits continued:
– Standards

• Compliance
• Additional envisioned: Central thesaurus aimed at 

Eastern Cape
• Preservation activities- unique Eastern Cape 

information resources to be preserved for future 
generations



IRs and Regional Collaboration

• Challenges:
– Impact on institutional representativeness

• Institutional branding
• Scoping for web rankings (is this really a concern?)
• Harvesting of sub-datasets



SEALS Digital Commons
SEA~S 
SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

SEALS D ig ita l Commons 

Home Slideshows I Sign in Inbox 

The SEALS Digital Commons contains the d igital collections of the academic institutions in the Eastern 
Cape, South Africa. Members are: 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 
Rhodes University (including Cory, ILAM and SAIAB) 
University of Fort Hare 
Walter Sisulu University 

D isplaying~1_-9~o~f_9~ ____________________________________________________________________ v_i_e_w __ g_ri_d_, _I_is __ t 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University: Archives and Exhibition Centre 

Rhodes University Digital Commons 

Rhodes University: Cory Library 

Rhodes University: International Library of African Music (ILAM) 

Rhodes University: Margaret Smith Library (SAIAB) 

University of Fort Hare 

University of Fort Hare: National Heritage and Cultural Studies Centre 
(NAHECS) 

Walter Sisulu University 
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SEALS Digital Commons

SEAL S 
SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

SEALS Institu tional Repository 

Home I Slideshows Sign in Inbox 

This repository contains the d ig i t a l collections of the academi c institutions i n the East ern Cape, South 
Africa. Members are : 

Nelson Mandel a Metropolitan University 
Rhodes Unive rs ity ( i ncl udi ng Cory, ILAM and SAlAS) 
Uni v e rs ity of Fort Hare 
Wal t er s isul u Un iversity 
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RU Digital Commons
SEAL S 
SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

Horne I Slideshows I Sign in I Inbox 

SEALS Institutional Repository 

Rhodes U n iversity Dig ital Com m o n s 
T he RU D i g i tal Commons i s housi ng d i g i tal collections managed by 
Rhodes Uni versi ty. T he Reposi tory i ncludes academi c and research 
output from the Rhodes Universi ty community. T he Reposi tory i s 
admi n istered by Rhodes Uni versi ty L ibrary Services. P lease take note 
that the Rhodes Library Staff i s sti ll i n the process of transferri ng material 
from the ReRR to the RU D i g i tal Commons. T he Rhodes eResearch 
Repository (ReRR) http://eprints.ru.ac.za/ is sti ll operational and contains 
a ll the materia l u p to March 2013. 
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Rhodes University: East London (1981-2003) 

RU Faculty of Commerce 

RU Faculty of Divinity (1947-2001) 

RU Faculty of Education 

RU Faculty of Humanities 

RU Faculty of Law 

RU Faculty of Pharmacy 

RU Faculty of Science 

RU Graduation Ceremonies 

RU Library Services 

RU Research Institutes and units 

RU Research Office 

RU TebeJlo Nyokong Collection 

RU Vice Chancellor's Office 

This Community ... 

V iew grid , list 
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Rhodes Sub-communities
SEAL S 
SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

Horne S lideshows S ign in lnbox 
------------------ Thi s Community .... 

SEALS Instituti o n a l Repository :> Rhodes Univer s ity D i g ita l Commons 

RU Fa cu l t y o f Huma ni ties 
The Facu lty of Humanit ies i s by far the largest Facu lty at Rhodes 
University. Compris ing 11 Acaden1 ic departments, 2 Schools and 3 
Insti tutes,. the Facu lty i s largel y responsi b l e for growth i n student 
numbers at Rhodes over the past few years. 
The Facu lty of Humanit ies offers a very w ide r ange of possi b le 
degrees and cou r se combinati ons. Students can major i n 
Journalism and Poli t ics, C lassics and French, GerrTlan, i s i Xhosa , 
Afri k aans or any other language offered, or Managernent and 
Industri a l Soci o logy or Organisationa l Psychology, or F ine Art and 
H istory , or Informati on Systems and Eng l i sh or Ph ilosophy and 
Anthropol ogy, or Computer Sci ence and Musi c , or Mathemati cs and Drama or Lingu isti cs. 

D i splayi ng 1-14 of 14 V i ew g rid ~ list: 

RU Department of Anthropology 

RU Department of Drama 

RU Department of Engl ish 

RU Department of English Language and L inguisti cs 

RU Department of F ine Art 

RU Department of H istory 

RU Department of Musi c 

RU Department of Ph ilosophy 

RU Department of Politica l and Inter nati ona l Stud i es 

RU Department of Psychol ogy 

RU Department of Socia l Work 

RU Department of Socio l ogy 

RU School of Journalism 

RU School of LanQuaQes 
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Rhodes Departmental Collections

SEAl:.S 
SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

Home I Slideshows Sign in I lnbox 

This Community · 

SEALS Institutional Repository > Rhodes University Digital Commons > RU Faculty of Humanities 

RU Department of English 

Displaying 1-4 of 4 

Rhodes Inaugural Lectures (Engl ish) 

Rhodes Conference Papers (English) 

Rhodes Research Articles (English) 

Rhodes Theses and Dissertations (English) 

Powered by ' ,ConlenIPro © Innovative Interfaces, Inc. 

View grid, list 
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Rhodes Article level
SEALS 
SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

Home Slideshows I Sign in Inbox 

----------- This Collection '" 

SEALS Institutional Repository > Rhodes University Digital Commons > RU Faculty of Humanities > RU 
Department of English 

Rhodes Research Articles (English) 

D.H. Lawrence Around the world: South African 
Perspectives, (Eds.) Jim Phelps and Nigel Bell: book 
review 
Van Wyk Smith, M. 
2007 

5 p . 

Disgraceland: history and the humanities in frontier 
country 
Cornwell , D.G.N. 

2003 
27 p. 

Don Maclennan (1929-2009) : obituary 

Cornwell , D.G.N. 
2009 
4 p. 

George Webb Hardy's The Black Peril and the Social 
Meaning of 'Slack Peril' in Early Twentieth-Century South 
Africa 
Cornwell , D.G.N. 
1996 

17 p. 

View grid, list I Sorted by title (ascending) ... 
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Rhodes Item level
Home Slideshows I Sign in Inbox 

-:------------- This Collection .. 

SEALS Institutional Repository > Rhodes University D igital Commons > RU Faculty of Humanities > RU 
Department of Engl ish > Rhodes Research Articles (Engl ish) 

Don Macl e n nan ( 1929-2009) : obit uary 

T itle: 

Creator : 

Copyrighted: 

Abstract: 

Language : 

B ibl iographic 
C itation : 

Type: 

Extent: 

Med ium: 

1 of 1 items 

pdf 

Maclenna n_obituary. pdf 

Don II-laclennan (1929-2009) : obituary 

Cornwell , D.G.N. 

2009 

Donald Alasda ir Calum Maclennan, the South 
African p laywright, poet and crit ic, d ied in Port 
Elizabeth on February 9, 2009, at the age of 79. He 
w ill be remembered ch iefly for the poetry that he 
publ ished in the last three decades of h is life . 

en~ 

Cornwell , D .G.N . (2009) Don Maclennan 
(1929-2009) : obituary. Eng lish in Africa, 36 (1 ) pp. 
13-16. 

article 

4 p . 

Pdf. 
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Sophisticated Hierarchies
~ -----­

~ J 
~ -1Jf-----

~ 

In stituti 0 n (community record, type lUi) 

Communities (community record, type lUi) 

~ J ~ 1----- Subcommunities (community record, type lUi) 

~ Jt--- Collections 

~}-u Digital Items 

Cl 

t: 3- Digital objects 

~ ---

~ ---­

~ 

Collection 

Subcommunity 
Community 

(collection records, type Ikl) 

(digital item records, type Idl) 

(files) 

fppt.com 



Workflow

Sophisticated and flexible workflow options: 
• divide roles among multiple contributors
• within or across collections; 
• or roll up into one staff member



Control Access to Collections and Items
• Assign Content Pro logins
• Suppress collections and digital items 
• Restrict collections by IP address or LDAP
• password-protect individual digital items



SEALS: Standardisation - Theses
Field DC Term Description of DC Term Mandatory 

Alternative dcterms:altemative Alternative tit le of thes is, as not on the t itle page, e.g. graduation program Yes 
Creator dc creator Full name of author as on the graduation program Yes 
Local 

... 
ludc.local Yes or/+ " 

Yes or/+" 
Yes or/+" 
Yes 

Name of rantee or s onsor of the research o t ional 
Name of University , e.g. Rhodes Univers ity (NRF harvesting requirement) Yes 
Name of Faculty, Name of Department (NRF harvesting requirement) Yes 

iiidc:advisor Name of study leaderl supervisor if known Optional 
Graduat ion date if available ISO 8601 YYYY orYYYY-MM. YYYY-MM -DO " Yes 0["" 

dcterms:created System date when object was created 
dcterms:available Date when embargoed will be available if applicable (ISO 8601)" Optional 

Issued dcterms:issued Date that a ears on the t it le a e if not raduat ion date ISO 8601 " Yes or"" 
DateSubmitted dcterms:date.Accepted Date thes is submitted to a University Department if known Optional 
Extent dcterms:extent The size or duration of the item, i.e. physical description or length of video, etc. Yes 
Medium dcterms:medium The f ile format, h sical medium, dimension ofthe resource, e. • df. 'xels Yes 
Identif ier dc_identif ier Handle URL and/or other object file name (repeatable) Yes 
Language dcJanguage Language - use ISO, e.g. Mfl.. and not en. ( ISO 639-2) "" Yes 
Title Title of thesis (as on object) Yes 
T e dc t e Thesis or Dissertation Yes 
Spat ial dcterms:spatial Geographic area that is covered in the thesis if applicable Optional 
AccessRights dcterms:accessRights Open Access OR Campus IP/Login only OR as per authorl sponsor negotiat ion Yes 
License dcterms:license A licable Creative Commons license l ink Yes 
RightsHolder dct erms: rightsH old e r Author unless signed over to the University - add take down policy link if Author Yes 

" [W3CDTF] http://www.w3.orgITRlNOTE-datetime 

.. See Language at ISO 639-2 Alpha 3 code at http://www.loc.gov/standardslis0639-2/php/langcodes-search.php 

... Dublin Core Metadata http://dublincore.org/documentsI2012106/141dcmi-terms/#terms-date 
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Standardisation & Templates
Articles                       Conference Papers          Inaugural Lectures



Content Pro IRX – Desktop Appl.
Eile j;.diI ~ew ~o lools Admin Help 

Administration 

Contfilt Pro 

Admin 

••• 
"t" 

Mernb« Admin 

W~ Statistics 

Data Excnang. 

Now Now \/low Edit 

SEALS Institutional Repository Title 
Abstract This repository contains the digital conections of the 

academic institutions in the Eastern Cape, South Africa. 
Members are: <br> <..".><ut><li> Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
Uniliersity<M> <li>Rhodes Unillersity (including Cory, IlAM and 
SAIAB)<Jli><Ii>UniIIersity of Fort Hare<M> <Ii> Walter Sisulu 

iii test collection 3"(confidential) 
~ Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Unillersity 

I ~ Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Unillersity: Archilles and Exhibition Centre 
Rhodes Unillersity Digital Commons 
~ Rhodes Unillersity: East london (1981 -2003) 
~ RU Faculty of Commerce 

. - ~ Rhodes Business School 
~ ~ Rhodes Conference Papers (Business School) 
~ ~ Rhodes Inaugural lectures (BUSiness School) 
~ ~ Rhodes Research Articles (Business School) 
&- ~ Rhodes Theses and Dissertations (Business School) 

~ ~ RU Commerce Extended Studies Programme 
t" ~ RU Department of Accounting 
f" ~ RU Department of Economics 
~ ~ RU Department of Information Systems 
&- ~ RU Department of Management 
~ RU Faculty of DMnity (1947-2001) 
~ RU Faculty of Education 
~ RU Faculty of Humanities 
~ RU Faculty of law 

RU 

Summary Print Close 

SEALS Institutional Repository 

Select 
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Member Administration
Member Administration 

I • • . " .. • " :x 
Cant.,.. Pro Name 

Email Address 
UniIIersily II) 
Password 

Clarke, Roetien 
r .clarke@ru.ac.za 
RU 
Np8UkUXaHnqdc 

Ecjt Browse Close 

Admin 

••• ---'jlf~====~======================================================================================~I 
'Jtl' Roles 

Mel'nbfi Ad min E!!Pand An 
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Data Exch~ 
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Content Pro – Web application
SEA~S 
SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

SEALS Institut iona l Repository 

Home I Slide shows Sign in I Inbox 

This repository contains the digital collections of the academic institutions in the Eastern Cape, South 
Africa . Members are: 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 
Rhodes University (including Cory, ILAM and SAlAS) 
University of Fort Hare 
Walter Sisulu University 

Displaying 1- 9 of 9 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University: Archives and Exhibition Centre 

Rhodes University Digital Commons 

Rhodes University: Cory Library 

Rhodes University: International Library of African Music (ILAM) 

Rhodes University: Margaret Smith Ubrary (SAIAS) 

University of Fort Hare 

university of Fort Hare: National Heritage and Cultural Studies Centre 
(NAHECS) 

Walter Sisulu University 

View grid, list 

fppt.com 



Simple Cataloguing Interface
• Choose a collection
• Find a file
• Enter and edit metadata



A New Handle System for SEALS:

A different prefix assigned for each institution: 

• Prefix - 10962 - Rhodes University (RU) 

• Prefix - NA - Walter Sisulu University (WSU) 

• Prefix - 10917 - Fort Hare University (FH) 

• Prefix - 10948 - Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 

University (NMMU) 



SEALS: Content Pro Development

SEA~S SOUTH EAST ACADEMIC 
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

Specifications required for development: ContentPro 

Th is document w as drafted and is to be presented to Innovative Inte rfaces (III) by the SEALS 

Consort ium, as a develo pment partner. Th e intention is to e nsu re that ContentPro is: 

• Able to meet the requ irements of a multi- institutio nal enviro nment whe re the product is 

purchased as a co llaborative initiative ; 

• Able to meetto expectat ions of most modern academic environments, especially pertaining 

to quality of the product and funct ionality; 

• Able to present adhe rence to m in imum internationa l standards; 

• Able to compete with sim ilar products for market sh are. 

Contents 
A reas for deve lopment: Web Interface (use r interface) ....... ..... .... ...... .... ...... ...... ...... ......... .......... .... 2 

Web interface custom ization: ...... ...... ..... .................. .. ...... ....... .... ............ ... .... .. ...... ................ .. .... . 3 

A reas for deve lopment: Admin istrat ive ........................... ............................... .. ................... .. ..... ... . 4 

A reas for deve lopment: Harvesting & data export ............... ........................................................... 5 
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The New Rhodes Library
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Thank You!

Any Questions?


