
SPEECH DAY ADDRESS, PORT SHEPSTONE HIGH SCHOOL, 

WEDNESDAY II NOVEMBER I98I 

IT HAS TAKEN YOUR HEADMASTER CONSIDERABLE INGENUITY AND NO LITTLE 

PERSISTENCE TO ENSURE THAT I WOULD BE PRESENT HERE TODAY. HE INVITED 

ME ON AN EARLIER OCCASION, BUT UNFORTUNATELY OTHER COMMITMENTS . 

PREVENTED ME FROM ACCEPTING. IF YOU LOOK AT YOUR MAPS YOU WILL SEE 

THAT A JOURNEY FROM GRAHAMSTOWN TO PORT SHEPSTONE IS BY NO MEANS A 

STRAIGHTFORWARD UNDERTAKING. NONETHELESS I AM VERY PLEASED AND 

GRATIFIED TO BE ABLE TO SHARE THIS OCCASION WITH YOU TODAY, NOT LEAST 

BECAUSE MR ROWE IS AN ENTHUSIASTIC ALUMNUS OF RHODES UNIVERSITY. 

fURTHERMORE SOME OF YOUR ' FORMER PUPILS ARE STUDENTS WITH US, AND MORE, 

l UNDERSTAND, ARE LIKELY TO FOLLOW. THIRDLY, I HAVE A NUMBER OF CLOSE 

RELATIVES LIVING HERE, AND I HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF MANY ENJOYABLE 

VISITS TO YOUR BEAUTIFUL AREA OVER THE YEARS. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

HENDERSON FAMILY OVER TWO GENERATIONS HAVE ATTENDED AND ARE ATTENDING 

~ YOUR SCHOOL. ALTHOUGH I CANNOT EXACTLY BOAST, LIKE THE ADMIRAL IN 

GILBERT AND SULLIVAN'S H M S PINAFORE ABOUT 

II ..... HIS SISTERS AND HIS COUSINS 

WHOM HE RECKONS UP BY DOZENS 

AND HIS AUNTS", 

I CAN PROPERLY LAY CLAIM TO A STRONG FAMILY CONNECTION WITH PORT 

SHEPSTONE. 

IT IS NOT OFTEN THAT TWO IMPORTANT DELIBERATIVE BODIES EITHER HAVE JUST 

DELIVERED OR ARE ON THE POINT OF DELIVERING THEIR REPORTS SO CLOSE 
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TOGETHER. I AM REFERRING OF COURSE TO THE REPORT OF THE MAIN COMMITTEE 

OF THE HSRC INVESTIGATION INTO EDUCATION, ENTITLED uPROVISION OF 

EDUCATION IN THE RSAu (BETTER KNOWN AS THE DE LANGE REPORT AFTER ITS 

CHAIRMAN) AND TO THE BUTHELEZI COMMISSION. THE WORK OF THESE TWO 

DELIBERATIVE BODIES HAVE A GREAT DEAL IN COMMON: THEY ARE DEALING WITH 

TOPICS OF IMMENSE SIGNIFICANCE TO SOUTH AFRICA AS A WHOLE AND TO NATAL 

IN PARTICULAR: THEY HAVE MADE EVERY EFFORT TO BE DISPASSIONATE AND 

OBJECTIVE; THEY HAVE COMPLETED THEIR DELIBERATIONS IN THE 

EXTRAORDINARILY SHORT PERIOD OF JUST OVER A YEAR: AND THEIR 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE OF MUCH COMFORT TO 

THE GOVERNMENT. 

THE MODEST 22I PAGES OF THE MAIN DE LANGE REPORT IS THE DISTILLATION OF 

OVER 40 000 PAGES OF SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OF THE COLLECTIVE WISDOM 

OF SOME I 300 PEOPLE WHO EITHER PARTICIPATED IN THE DELIBERATIONS, GAVE 

EVIDENCE OR SUBMITTED MEMORANDA. THIS REPORT IS NOTEWORTHY FOR WHAT IT 

~ IS, BUT EQUALLY SIGNIFICANTLY, FOR WHAT IT IS NOT. IT IS NOT THE 

REPORT OF A GOVERNMENT COMMISSION, NOR IS IT PART OF THE PLATFORM OF A 

POLITICAL PARTY. IN SHORT IT IS NOT A POLITICAL DOCUMENT, BUT RATHER A 

TIMEOUS AND PRAISEWORTHY ATTEMPT BY A COMNITTEE OF TWENTY-FIVE MEN AND 

ONE WOMAN, DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO OR INTEREST IN 

EDUCATION, TO ARRIVE AT OBJECTIVE PRINCIPLES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

WHEREBY THE PROBLEMS BESETTING THE PROVISION OF EDUCATION IN SOUTH 

AFRICA MAY BE ADDRESSED. BEARING IN MIND THE TIMESPAN OF A LITTLE OVER 

A YEAR ALLOTTED TO THE TAS~, THE REPORT IS TRULY A REMARKABLE ONE. IT 

IS THE FIRST SERIOUS ATTEMPT IN SOUTH AFRICA, AND ONE OF FEW IN THE 

WORLD, TO EXAMINE EDUCATION IN A CALM, SCIENTIFIC AND DISPASSIONATE 

MANNER. THE VIEW HAS BEEN EXPRESSED THAT ANY QUALIFIED GROUP OF 
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PEOPLE, EXAMINING THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED, WOULD HAVE COME TO THE SAME 

OR VERY SIMILAR CONCLUSIONS. THE VERY FACT THAT ALL AVAILABLE MEMBERS 

OF THE COMMITTEE, FROM SUCH DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS AND EXPERIENCE, WERE 

ABLE TO SIGN THE DOCUMENT IS STRONG EVIDENCE FOR I1S NONPARTISAN 

NATURE. IT IS THEREFORE WITH A SENSE OF CONSIDERABLE DISAPPOINTMENT 

THAT ONE EXAMINES THE GOVERNMENT'S INITIAL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT, 

WHICH TAKES THE FORM OF AN INTERIM MEMORANDUM. IT IS TO BE DEVOUTLY 

HOPED THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S CONSIDERED REACTION, AFTER TAKING INTO 

ACCOUNT THE VIEWS OF INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS, AS WELL 

AS THOSE OF ITS OWN WORKING PARTY, WILL BE MORE ENCOURAGING. BE THAT 

AS IT MAY, THERE CAN BE NO WIS~ING AWAY OF THE CONCLUSIONS OF SUCH A 

BLUE-RIBBO~ COMMITTEE, SO THOROUGHLY AND INDUSTRIOUSLY ARRIVED AT. 

-THE HEART OF THE REPORT LIES IN ELEVEN BASIC PRINCIPLES WHOSE 

ANNUNCIATION OCCUPIES LESS THAN TWO PAGES. AS ONE STUDIES THESE 

PRINCIPLES IT IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE SERIOUS AND INFORMED DISAGREEMENT 

WITH THEM. As WITH ANY SET OF GENERAL PRINCIPLES, HOWEVER, THE VITAL 

r- QUESTION IS THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY ARE INTERPRETED AND IMPLEMENTED. 

fOR OUR PURPOSES THIS MORNING I WISH TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO ONLY THE 

FIRST TWO OF THEM, WHICH READ AS FOLLOWS: 

uEQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR EDUCATION, INCLUDING EQUAL STANDARDS IN 

EDUCATION, FOR EVERY INHABITANT, IRRESPECTIVE OF RACE, COLOUR, 

CREED OR SEX, SHALL BE THE PURPOSEFUL ENDEAVOUR OF THE STATEn, AND 

uEDUCATION SHALL AFFORD POSITIVE RECOGNITION OF WHAT IS COMMON AS 

WELL AS WHAT IS DEVERSE IN THE RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL WAY OF LIFE 

AND THE LANGUAGES OF THE INHABITANTSu. 
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IF THE FIRST PRINCIPLE IS TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY THE FINANCIAL 

CONSEQUENCES, WHICH ARE INDEED FAR-REACHING, HAVE TO BE FACED. THE 

REPORT ITSELF PROVIDES SOME STATISTICS THAT MAKE IT WORTHWHILE TO 

SPECULATE ON A BASIS ON WHICH AN EQUITABLE SHARING OF RESOURCES COULD 

BE CALCULATED. ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT STATISTICS IN ANY EDUCATION 

SYSTEM IS THE PUPIL:TEACHER RATIO. THE HSRC REPORT PROVIDES US WITH 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

POPULATION GROUP 

WHITE 

ASIANS 

COLOUREDS 

BLACKS 

TEACHER: PUPIL RATIO 

20,16 

27,21 

29,52 

48,47 

IF THE GOAL OF PARITY IN EDUCATIONAL QUALITY IS ACCEPTED THE REPORT 

CONCLUDES THAT BRINGING ALL SCHOOLS UP TO THE WHITE RATIO IMPLIES A 

~ VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FINANCIAL BURDEN~ INSTEAD, IT PROPOSES THAT THE 

PRESENT RATIO OF COLOURE DS OF APPROXIMATELY 30:1 BE ACCEPTED AS AN 

ATTAINABLE NORM FOR ALL RACE GROUPS. THIS IS A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF 

THE GOLDEN MEAN IN THAT THE POSITION OF THE WHITES WILL BE ATTENUATED 

BY EXACTLY THE SAME RATIO (3:2) AS WHICH THAT OF THE BLACKS WILL BE 

IMPROVED. IN OTHER WORDS THE PRESENT RUNNING COSTS PER WHITE PUPIL PER 

ANNUM OF APPROXIMATELY RI 100 WILL REDUCE TO ABOUT R750. IN A SCHOOL 

SUCH AS YOURS THIS WOULD IMPLY THAT THE SALARIES OF ONLY ABOUT 

TWO-THIRDS OF YOUR PRESENT STAFF WOULD CONTINUE TO BE MET FROM THE 

_ PUBLIC EXCHEQUER. IF YOUR PARENTS WISH TO CONTINUE TO INSIST ON A FREE 

EDUCATION THE COMMUNITY WOULD HAVE TO ACCUSTOM ITSELF TO LOWER LEVELS 

OF EDUCATION, THE MOST OBVIOUS MANIFESTATION OF WHICH WOULD BE CLASSES 
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ABOUT FIFTY PER CENT LARGER THAN THEY ARE NOW. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF 

THE SCHOOL WERE TO CONTINUE TO BE STAFFED AS IT IS NOW THIS WOULD IMPLY 

FEES OF THE ORDER OF R400 P.A. AT I98l PRICES, TO BE LEVIED BY YOUR 

GOVERNING BODY. LEST THIS APPEAR TO BE AN ENTIRELY REVOLUTIONARY 

CONCEPT IT IS AS WELL TO NOTE THAT THAT EMINENTLY REASONABLE PROVINCE, 

THE ORANGE FREE STATE, HAS ALREADY PUT THIS PRINCIPLE INTO PRACTICE IN 

THE CASE OF SEVERAL PRIVATE SCHOOLS TAKEN OVER BY THE PROVINCIAL 

AUTHORITIES. THESE SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN BY STAFFED BY THE PROVINCE AT THE 

SAME LEVEL AS ALL THE OTHER SCHOOLS UNDER ITS CONTROL, BUT THE OPTION 

HAS BEEN ALLOWED FOR FEES TO BE LEVIED FOR EXTRA STAFF TO BE PROVIDED 

~ ACCORDING TO THE WISHES OF THE PARENTS. THESE FEES ARE OF 

APPROXIMATELY THE MAGNITUDE I HAVE ALREADY INDICATED. BY ALL ACCOUNTS 

THE SYSTEM IS WORKING TO THE COMPLETE SATISFACTION OF ALL PARTIES. · 

A GOOD ANALOGY FOR THIS TYPE OF ARRANGEMENT CAN BE DRAWN IN THE CASE OF 

THE PROVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES. As WITH EDUCATION THE COST OF 

MEDICAL TREATMENT HAS RISEN BEYOND THE ABILITY OF ALL BUT A SMALL 

MINORITY TO MEET IN FULL. To OUR GREAT GOOD FORTUNE WE HAVE AVOIDED 

THE BUREAUCRATIC RIGIDITIES OF A NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE OF THE TYPE 

ENSHRINED IN BRITAIN. INSTEAD, MOST OF US BELONG TO ONE TYPE OR OTHER 

OF MEDICAL AID SCHEME WHOSE COSTS ARE MET PARTIALLY BY OURSELVES, 

PARTIALLY BY EMPLOYERS AND PARTIALLY (AND INDIRECTLY) BY THE STATE 

THROUGH VARIOUS TAX CONCESSIONS. EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE COSTS OF 

TREATMENT, ACCORDING TO A FIXED SCHEDULE, ARE REIMBURSED TO US. l F WE 

WISH TO ENJOY MORE EXPENSIVE TREATMENT THAN THE TARIFF ALLOWS WE ARE 

FREE TO DO SO BY PATRONISING PRIVATE DOCTORS AND PRIVATE HOSPITALS 

WHICH HAVE "OPTED OUT" OF THE OFFICIAL TARIFFS. THE DE LANGE REPORT IN 

EFFECT IS ADVOCATING THAT THE PROVISION OF EDUCATION SHOULD BE ALONG 

THE SAME GENERAL FINANCIAL LINES AS THAT OF HEALTH CARE. 
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THE FIRST PRINCIPLE THUS PROVIDES FOR EQUAL STANDARDS OF EDUCATION, AND 

WE HAVE SEEN THAT THIS PROVISO, IF TAKEN SERIOUSLY, HAS CERTAIN 

UNCOMFORTABLE IMPLICATIONS FOR WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS SUCH AS OURSELVES. 

THE SECOND PRINCIPLE CONCERNING THE RECOGNITION OF BOTH COMMONALITY AND 

DIVERSITY OF RELIGIOUS, CULTURAL AND LANGUAGE TRADITIONS GIVES 

REASONABLE GROUNDS FOR THE EXPECTATION THAT WHAT WE VALUE MOST IN OUR 

OWN TRADITIONS MAY CONTINUE TO BE PRESERVED. THIS IS INDEED A 

COMFORTING AND POSITIVE PROPOSAL, BUT WE MUST NOT BE LULLED INTO 

COMPLACENY THAT NOTHING VERY MUCH NEED CHANGE TO DISTURB OUR EXALTED 

TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE, EXCEPT THAT PERHAPS WE MAY HAVE TO DIP A 

/' LITTLE MORE DEEPLY INTO OUR POCKETS. 

A CURSORY GLANCE AT THE MAP OF NATAL SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT TO INOCULATE 

US AGAINST ILLUSIONS ON THAT SCORE. FORMER HOMELANDS, SUCH AS TRANSKEI 
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OR CISKEI, THAT EITHER HAVE ACCEPTED OR ARE ABOUT TO ACCEPT 

INDEPENDENCE OF A CERTAIN TYPE, AT LEAST HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF BEING 

~ APPROXIMATELY IN ONE CONTIGUOUS PIECE. NATAL AND KWAZULU, HOWEVER, ARE 

AS INEXTRICABLY INTERWOVEN AS THE BLACK AND WHITE SQUARES ON A CHESS 

BOARD, ALTHOUGH OF COURSE IN YOUR CASE THE INDIVIDUAL PIECES HAVE 

RATHER STRANGER SHAPES, SOMETHING PERHAPS MORE AKIN TO THE AMOEBAE THAT 

BIOLOGISTS PEER AT THROUGH THEIR MICROSCOPES. 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF NATAL AND KWAZULU HAVE PROVIDED FERTILE MATERIAL 

FOR THE SPECULATIONS OF POLITICAL SCIENTISTS AND OTHER THEORETICIANS. 

As FAR BACK AS 1974 PAUL N MALHERBE PUBLISHED A BOOK ENTITLED 

"MULTISTAN: A WAY OUT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN DILEMMA", THE KERNEL OF HIS 

THESIS BEING DESCRIBED ON THE DUST JACKET AS FOLLOWS: 



. "MULTISTAN, IN ESSENCE, MEANS SETTING ASIDE A PORTION OF THE 

COUNTRY IN WHICH RACIAL LAWS ARE REPEALED, THUS GIVING SOUTH AFRICA 

A REGION WITHIN ITS OWN BORDERS WHICH RESEMBLES OTHER MULTIRACIAL 

SOCIETIES. AN IMMEDIATE CANDIDATE FOR A TRIAL AREA WOULD BE 

ZULULAND AND THE PATCHWORK HOMELAND OF KWAZULU." 

SOMEWHAT LATER WE HAD THE LOMBARD PLAN FOR NATAL, DEVISED BY PROFESSOR 

LOMBARD OF PRETORIA, WHICH WAS A VARIATION ON THE SAME BASIC THEME. AT 

THIS VERY MOMENT WE AWAIT WITH BATED BREATH THE PUBLICATION OF THE 

BUTHELEZI COMMISSION REPORT, INITIATED BY THE KWAZULU GOVERNMENT, ON 

~ ANOTHER SET OF PROPOSALS FOR THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF NATAL. ALTHOUGH 

THE EXACT DETAILS OF THE REPORT ARE NOT YET KNOWN, ALREADY PUBLISHED 

INSPIRED SPECULATION INDICATES VERY CLEARLY THAT SOME OF THE KEY 

RECOMMENDATIONS WILL INCLUDE A BILL OF RIGHTS PROTECTING INDIVIDUAL 
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LIBERTIES, THE STIPULATIONS OF WHICH WILL ENABLE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 

TO BE TESTED BY AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY, PROVISION FOR THE 

REPRESENTATION OF ALL RACE GROUPS IN ALL GOVERNMENT BRANCHES, AND A 

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION FRANCHISE WHICH WILL PREVENT A WINNER-TAKE

ALL WESTMINSTER-TYPE VOTING PATTERN. I ONCE BRIEFLY MET THE AUTHOR OF 

ONE OF THESE SCHEMES AS WE BOARDED AN AIRPLANE AND HE COMMENTED THAT 

SOME DISPENSATION OF THIS KIND, INITIALLY FOR NATAL AS A KIND OF 

LABORATORY, AND ULTIMATELY FOR SOUTH AFRICANS, FOLLOWED AS INEVITABLY 
' . 

AS ONE OF THOSE EUCLID THEOREMS OVER WHICH I AM SU RE MOST OF YOU HAVE 

LABOURED SO MIGHTILY IN YOUR GEOMETRY LESSONS. UNFORTUNATELY, HE 

ADDED, WE SHALL PROBABLY HAVE TO SHED A LOT OF BLOOD BEFORE WE SOUTH 

AFRICANS ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR 

SITUATION. 



~ 
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NATAL HAS OFTEN BEEN DERIDED BY THE REST OF SOUTH AFRICA, QUITE 

UNJUSTIFIABLY SO IN MY VIEW, AS THE NEVER-NEVER DREAMLAND OF POLITICAL 

IDIOSYNCRACY AND LOST CAUSES. IN OUR PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES THERE IS A 

VERY REAL POSSIBILITY THAT OUT OF NATAL MAY WELL EMERGE A VIABLE 

ROADMAP FOR A WAY OUT OF OUR POLITICAL IMPASSE. WHATEVER THE ULTIMATE 

DETAILS, THE CHANGES REQUIRED WILL NOT BE EASY FOR WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS 

TO ACCEPT. THERE ARE ALWAYS DANGERS IN ANY PROPOSED POLICY OF REFORM, 

BUT AS A PROMINENT SOUTH AFRICAN BUSINESSMAN, MR GAVIN RELLY OF ANGLO 

AMERICAN, RECENTLY INFORMED A BRITISH AUDIENCE, THE DANGERS OF 

STUBBORNLY CLEAVING TO THE STATUS QUO ARE LIKELY TO BE INFINITELY 

GREATER. IN FACT WHITE SOUTH AFRICA'S PRESENT POLITICAL ATTITUDES 

REMIND ME OF THAT VAST ETRUSCAN ARMY, FRUSTRATED BY THE BRAVE DEFENCE 

OF THE BRIDGE ACROSS THE RIVER TIBER BY THOSE THREE IMMORTAL HEROES OF 

MACANLAY 1 S LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME, HORATIO, HERMINIUS AND LARTIUS: 

"WAS NONE WHO WOULD BE FOREMOST 

To LEAD SUCH DIRE ATTACK; 

BUT THOSE BEHIND CRIED 'FORWARD!' 

AND THOSE BEFORE CRIED 'BACK! 1
" 

NO MATTER THAT THE INITIAL GOVERNMENT REACTION TO THE DE LA~GE REPORT 

HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTINGLY NEGATIVE, AND THAT ITS REACTION TO THE 

BUTHELEZI COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS CAN SAFELY BE PREDICTED TO BE ONE 

OF VIRTUALLY TOTAL REJECTION, NONETHELESS NOT EVEN GOVER NMENTS AS 

POWERFUL AS OURS CAN IGNORE QUASI-GEOMETRICAL CERTAINTIES FOR EVER. 

ONE IS REMINDED OF THE QUIXOTIC ENACTMENT OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 

STATE OF ALABAMA IN THE 1880's, WHOSE MEMBERS FOUND IT SINGULARLY 

INCONVENIENT THAT PI, THE RATIO OF IHE CIRCUMFERENCE TO THE DIAMETER OF 

A CIRCLE, SHOULD HAVE THE RIDICULOUS VALUE OF 3,14159 ,,;, THEY 
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DECREED THAT IN ALABAMA, IN ORDER TO SIMPLIFY MATTERS FOR ITS CITIZENS, 

PI SHOULD HENCEFORTH HAVE THE VALUE 3,0, THEY MUST HAVE MANUFACTURED 

SOME VERY BUMPY WHEELS BEFORE THE ACT BECAME A DEAD LETTER. 
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EVER SINCE THE DAWN OF RECORDED HISTORY EACH OLDER GENERATION HAS BEEN 

TEMPTED TO CONSIDER THAT THE WORLD IS GOING FROM BAD TO WORSE, AND THAT 

THE YOUNGER GENERATION ARE AN UNDISCIPLINED AND IRRESPONSIBLE RABBLE . . 

ON THE OTHER HAND THE YOUNGER GENERATION HAS BEEN. INCLINED TO RESPOND 

THAT THE WORLD THEY HAVE INHERITED IS A SORRY MESS, AND THAT IT IS 

THEIR CHALLENGE TO PUT IT TO RIGHTS. As ONE WHO ADMITS TO BEING OVER 

~ THIRTY, AND CAN THEREFORE NOT LAY CLAIM TO MEMBERSHIP OF THE YOUNGER 

GENERATION, AND YET WHO DOES NOT YET REGARD HIMSELf AS IRREVOCABLY OLD, 

I FIND MYSELF SUBSCRIBING TO THE VIEW THAT THE WORLD I INHERITED WAS IN 

A CHAOTtC CONDITION, AND THAT, ALAS, IN SPITE OF THE HEROIC EFFORTS OF 

MY GENERATION IT IS STILL VERY FAR FROM PERFECT. THERE CAN BE NO 

ARGUMENT THAT WE HAVE LEFT OVER FOR YOU OF THE YOUNGER GENERATON A 

GREAT DEAL OF UNFINISHED BUSINESS. I ALSO BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE 
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HEALTHIER, BETTER EDUCATED AND LESS PRONE TQ COMFORTABLE ILLUSIONS THAN 

WE WERE. IN SHORT, THE WORLD IN GENERAL, AND SOUTH AFRICA IN 

PARTICULA~, WITH ALL ITS UNAVOIDABLE TRAVAIL AND FOREBODING OF 

IMPENDING DISRUPTION, IS WITH INELUCTABLE RAPIDITY, BECOMING YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITY. 

THIS PROSPECT DOES NOT PERTURB ME GREATLY AS I LOOK ABOUT MYSELF THIS 

MORNING. You YOUNG PEOPLE, l AM CONVINCED, HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO FACE 

THE FUTURE UNFLINCHINGLY, AND ACCEPT THE UNCOMFORTABLE CONSEQUENCES TO 

BE DRAWN FROM SUCH FORUMS AS THE DE LANGE REPORT AND THE BUTHELEZI 

COMMISSION, AND FROM THEM DEVELOP SOME POSITIVE AND PRACTICAL 



19 
SOLUTIONS. Two RECENT STRAWS IN THE WIND INDICATE THAT SOUTH AFRICA IS 

MUCH READIER FOR CHANGE THAN IS GENERALLY SUPPOSED. I REFER OF COURSE 

TO THE CONSTANTIA REFERENDUM IN WHICH OVER 80% OF THE PROPERTY HOLDERS 

OF A CAPE TOWN SUBURB iNDICATED THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROSPECT OF 

COLOURED NEIGHBOURS, AND TO THE EXTREMELY LOW POLL FOR THE SOUTH 

AFRICAN INDIAN COUNCIL, INDICATING THAT THIS IMPORTANT POPULATION GROUP 

IS NO LONGER PREPARED TO PUT UP WITH THE MERE SHADOW OF PARTICIPATORY 

POLITICS. 

TOMORROW MORNING THE PRIME MINISTER, MR P W BOTHA, WILL BE HOLDING A 

MUCH PUBLICISED MEETING WITH A SELECT AUDIENCE OF SOME 600 BUSINESS AND 

PROFESSIONAL LEADERS. LET US HOPE SOME POSITIVE RESULTS WILL FLOW FROM 

THAT ENCOUNTER. PERHAPS HE WOULD LEARN EVEN MORE IF HE WERE TO ADDRESS 

A SELECT AUDIENCE OF TWO OR THREE LEADERS DRAWN FROM EVERY HIGH SCHOOL 
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IN THE COUNTRY. I VENTURE TO SUGGEST THAT SUCH A GATHERING WOULD 

ENABLE HIM TO GAUGE THE ATTITUDES THAT REALLY MATTER, THOSE OF THE 

YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING TO INHERIT THE SOUTH AFRICA CREATED BY HIS 

GOVERNMENT'S ACTION, OR PARALYTIC INACTION. IF HE WERE TO DO SO, I 

BELIEVE HE WOULD BE BOTH SURPRISED AND ENCOURAGED. 

IT REMAINS FOR ME NOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, TO CONGRATULATE THOSE 

WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCHOOL OVER THE PAST YEAR HAVE RECEIVED DUE 

PUBLIC RECOGNITION, TO OFFER ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE WHO WILL TAKE OVER 

POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY NEXT YEAR, TO WISH EVERY SUCCESS TO THOSE 

ABOUT TO EMBARK ON THE ARDUOUS BUSINESS OF WRITING PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS, 

AND TO SAY GODSPEED TO ALL WHO WILL SHORTLY BE ENTERING THE NEXT PHASE 

OF THEIR CAREERS. IT HAS BEEN A GREAT PLEASURE AND A PRIVILEGE FOR ME 

TO HAVE BEEN YOUR GUEST THIS MORNING. As I WING MY WAY BACK TO A 



CERTAIN COUNTRY TOWN IN THE EASTERN CAPE, VIA CAPE TOWN, WHERE I SHALL 

BE ABLE TO JUDGE FOR MYSELF WHAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAS TO SAY, I SHALL 

TAKE WITH ME SOME PLEASANT MEMORIES AND FINE IMPRESSIONS. 

D S HENDERSON 
RHODES UNIVERSITY 

II NOVEMBER I98I 
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