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ABSTRACT

The Kruger National Park (KNP) management has recently made
considerable progress in enacting new policies to address biodiversity
conservation and management challenges. However, the interlinkages among
the new policies to support biodiversity conservation and management have not
been evaluated, particularly the principles and approaches, and how these
interact in terms of policy decision-making at the economic and political levels.
This study seeks to evaluate the interlinkages among the new policies and how
they affect one another, as an avenue to promote a more integrated and
comprehensive policy implementation. These policies include the tourism
policy, the elephant management policy, and the water provision policy. At
policy-making level, the integration of these three policies enhances the
possibilities for balancing and controlling the pressures exerted on
environmental resources. At the implementation level, it offers a framework for
the coordination of the interventions of the policies in space so as to recognise
and capitalize on their synergies. Given the inevitably multifarious and
departmentalized nature of policy formulation in the KNP, there is a need for the

analysis of interlinkages amongst policies. The conceptual framework



underpinning this study derives much from Briassoulis’ (2004) policy integration.
The research utilizes both qualitative and quantitative research methods, and
focuses on selected camp sites within the Park.

The findings indicate that current procedures for tourism policy-making
and implementation are weak, and little is done by way of impact assessment.
This has been attributed to the lack of capacity at the KNP. The findings also
reconfirm that policy-making is too fragmented. As a result, policy coordination
and cooperation among park managers is weak. This study suggests that an
environmental policy integration approach can lead to improved policy-making
and implementation. Informed by the data collected from interviews,
guestionnaires and document analyses, a management framework has been
developed to demonstrate how an integrated approach to Environmental Policy
Integration (EPI) or management can help sustain the practice of wildlife
tourism and support biodiversity conservation. It is concluded that greater
realisation of integrated policy-making and implementation in the KNP can be
achieved by establishing a formal coordinating office. However, a special
feature of KNP policy-making is its widespread consultation system that can

provide a fertile ground for enhancing EPI.



