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MAP OF THE CISKEI, SHOWING THE LOCATION OF CHATHA VILLAGE
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about 700 people. If this figure was taken into account, then the
population of Chatha would have grown from about 2400 in the early
1960's to about 3900 in 1981 - a growth of 63 per cent in just under
20 years, which does not seem an unrealistic growth rate.

As was the case at the time of the Keiskammahoek Rural Survey, the
size and composition of households varies widely, being influenced by
much the same set of factors, viz. the developmental cycle, separated
women bringing their children back to their natal home, unmarried
women bearing children, labour migration, a number of younger adults
leaving the village permanently. Households sampled varied from a
widow 1living on her own to a household of 16 people (a widow; her
separated daughter plus her children; her two sons, plus their wives
and children; and her unmarried son). At present, the size of
households is much the same as at the time of the Keiskammahoek Rural
Survey for reasons discussed earlier. This reflects a balance between

the rate of population growth and the rate of growth of the number of

homesteads, which may soon be upset, as the residential areas are
effectively unable to accommodate new residential sites. As the
number of young married men unable to obtain housing sites rises, the
size of households will rise (unless they are able to emigrate, or
unless a grazing camp is made available for a new residential area).

As was the case with the Keiskammahoek Rural Survey, the majority
of households today are effectively headed by women, either as widows
(47.6%) or as wives of absent migrants (21.9%). Men, either retired,
(21.9%) or working locally (5.7%) and home on leave from migrant
labour (2.8%) make up just less than one third of the effective
household heads. Although the percentage of households headed by
widows today is roughly the same as at the time of the Keiskammahoek
Rural Survey (53.4% according to the Survey's questionnaire sheets),
the overall percentage of households effectively headed by women is
higher today, as the percentage of household members (including male
migrants) away from home has risen.

Household size and structure have thus not changed significantly
since 1950, except that the percentage of household members who are
away from home has risen, and with it, the percentage of households
effectively headed by the wives of absent migrants. Other than being a
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