
GRAHAMSTOWN AND ITS 
ENVIRONS

EDITED BY

J. B. Me I. DANIEL



FOR HIST RESEARCH 9 US 
. .-HU

G R A H A M S T O W N

and its

E N V I R O N S

edited by 

J . B.  Mcl.  Daniel

Pr in ted  by the
Institute of Social and Economic Research  

Rhodes Un ivers i ty  
Grahamstown 

June 1974



ISBN 0 949980 51 X



P R E F A C E

The a im  of this b roch u re  is  to p ro v id e  a re ason ab ly  

c o m p reh en s ive  guide to G raham stown  and its env irons . 

The  a rea  has much to o f fe r  the person  who is p rep a red  

to e x p lo re  and to o b s e r v e  the many fa c e ts  o f fe r e d  by 

the human and ph ys ica l  landscapes . It is hoped that 

the sec tions  on the deve lopm en t of the town and se le c ted  

h is to r ic a l  aspec ts , the geo logy ,  the vege ta t ion ,  the 

m am m a ls  and the b irds  w i l l  p ro v id e  su ff ic ien t  in fo r ­

mation f o r  the re g ion  to be seen and a pp rec ia ted  as a 

whole , w h ile  s t i l l  lea v in g  ro o m  fo r  new d is c o v e r ie s .

The in te r re la t ion sh ip s  between  geo lo gy ,  altitude, 

vege ta t ion  and the use of the land fo r m  a va luab le  

s tart ing  point in the study of the coun trys ide .  In the 

towns the bu ild ings and the s tre e t  g r id s  often help to 

u n rave l  com p lex  aspects  of g row th  and deve lopm ent.  

T h ese  a re  som e of the fea tu re s  which can be o b se rv ed  

on the re com m en d ed  excu rs ion  rou tes .  I f  the b rochu re  

contr ibutes to a g r e a te r  understanding, and th e r e fo r e  

apprec ia t ion , of G raham stown and its en v irons  its 

purpose  w i l l  have been fu l f i l le d .

J .B .  M c l.  Danie l

D epartm en t of G eography  
Rhodes U n iv e r s i t y



ACKNO W LED G M ENTS

I w ish  to thank those who have so w i l l in g ly  contr ibuted to 

the va r io u s  sec tions  of this b roch u re  - M r C .J .  Skead, 

f o r m e r l y  D ir e c t o r  of the museum at K ing  W i l l ia m 's  Town; 

the fo l low in g  m e m b e rs  of the Rhodes U n iv e r s i t y  sta ff - 

Dr J .A .  Benyon, sen ior le c tu re r  in the D epartm en t of 

H is to ry ;  Dr A m y  Jacot G u il la rm od , f o r m e r  sen ior 

l e c tu r e r  in the D epartm en t of Botany and now R es ea rch  

A s s o c ia t e  in the Institute fo r  F r e s h w a te r  Studies; and 

Dr B. E. Lo ck ,  sen ior le c tu re r  in the D epartm en t of 

G e o lo g y ;  and M r J .C .  G r e ig  of the Cape D epartm en t of 

Na tu re  C on serva t ion . I a lso  w ish  to thank the m e m b ers  

of the team  which in va r io u s  ways and at d i f f e ren t  t im es  

contr ibuted so much to the excu rs ion  guides - D oc to rs  

G il l ian  Cook, A m y  Jacot G u il la rm od , M a r jo r i e  Scott;

M rs  E s te l l e  Brink ; M e s s r s  Br ian  W ilm o t,  B e rn ie  Moon, 

N ic o l  Childs, and O ak ley  W est whose ca r to g rap h ica l  

sk i l ls  a re  r e v e a le d  in the f ig u r e s  contained in the b roch u re . 

P r o f .  W. E ls  and the other m e m b ers  of the G eography  

D epartm en t of F o r t  H a re  k indly supplied the in fo rm ation  

on the C isk e i ,  and M e s s r s  D .D .  L on g  and G. W alsh  on 

fa rm in g  cond itions. F in a l ly  I w ish  to acknow ledge  the 

f inanc ia l  ass is tan ce  given  by the Rhodes U n iv e r s i t y  

Pub lica t ions  C om m ittee .

IV



T A B L E  OF CONTENTS

P a g e

P r e f a c e  .............. i i i

A cknow led gm ents    iv

G rah am stow n : D eve lopm en t  and R e la ted  P r o b le m s
J. B. M c l.  D an ie l .............. 1

T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r i f t  and the Signal T o w e r s
J. A . Benyon   8

The G eo lo g y  of the E astern  Cape
B. E. L o ck    11

V egeta t ion  of the G raham stown  A r e a
A . Jacot G u i l la rm od  ........................ 16

M a m m a ls  in the A lbany  and Bathurst D is t r ic ts
C .  J. Skead   20

B ird s  in the A lbany  and Bathurst D is t r ic ts
C. J. Skead   23

F ish  R iv e r  E x cu rs io n :  Route Guide   25

G raham stown E x c u rs io n :  Route Guide   31

Se lec ted  Read ing L i s t    37

F IG U R E S

1. G raham stow n  1814   5

2. G raham stown  1820   6

3. G raham stown 1824   7

4. P r o p o s e d  D istr ibu t ion  of Signal T o w e r s    10

5. D ia g ram  o f S igna ll ing  M echan ism    10

6. G eo lo g y  o f the E astern  Cape .............. 13

7. G eo lo g y  of the G raham stown A r e a  .............. 15

8. The P lan t  F o rm a t io n s  of A lbany  and Bathurst .............. 19

9. F ish  R iv e r  V a l l e y :  E xcu rs ion  Route   27

10. Routes to the South of G raham stow n^^  .............. 41

11. G rah am stow n : E xcurs ion  Route   43

(1) T h e r e  is  no accom panying route guide fo r  F ig u re  10 
as this re g ion  of "S e t t l e r  Country" is a l r e a d y  v e r y  
w e l l  documented, f o r  exam p le ,  in the publications 
of the 1820 S e t t le rs  Nationa l Monument Foundation.

v



G R A H A M S T O W N : D E V E L O P M E N T  AND  

R E L A T E D  P R O B L E M S

J . B . M c I .  Danie l

G raham stown ow es  its ex is ten ce  to a d ec is ion  by the G o ve rn o r  of the 
Cape Colony, S ir John C radock ,to  es tab lish  a m i l i t a r y  post near the 
G rea t  F is h  r i v e r  which  had b ec om e  the f r o n t ie r  w ith  the Xhosa a fter  
the 1811-1812 w ar .  G raham stown , which dates f r o m  August 1812, was 
lo ca ted  by and nam ed a fte r  Co l.  John G raham  who se le c ted  the site  fo r  
s t ra te g ic  reason s  including the a va i la b i l i ty  of w a te r  f r o m  a number of 
sm all  s t re a m s .  The f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  post was p laced  on a spur between  
two s t ream s , a type loca tion  fr equ en t ly  fa vou red  by both Dutch and 
B r i t is h  s e t t le r s .  ( P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g ,  founded by the V o o r t r e k k e r s ,  is 
a lso  loca ted  on a spur. ) In G raham stown  H igh S tree t  fo l lo w s  the spur 
which is  c l e a r ly  seen at the H i l l  S tree t  in te rsec t ion .

F ig u re s  1-3 dep ict the grow th  of G raham stown  between  1814 and 
1824. E a r ly  grow th  was s low . In 1815 som e 33 e rven  had been su rveyed . 
In 1819 when the Xhosa prophet and le a d e r ,  Makana, attacked G ra h a m s ­
town there  w e r e  th ir ty - tw o  c iv i l ia n  men capable of a ss is t in g  the m i l i t a r y  
f o r c e s  and by this t im e  th e re  w e r e  only 25 houses in the town or v i l la g e ,  
as it s t i l l  was . It was only a fte r  the fa i lu r e  of s e v e ra l  fa rm in g  e n te r ­
p r is e s  and the devasta t ing  f lo od s  of 1823 that many 1820 S e t t le rs  g r a ­
v ita ted  to G raham stown  which had b ecom e  the cap ita l of the A lbany 
D is t r ic t  in 1822. By M ay 1823 it is e s t im a ted  that som e 56% of the 
adult m a les  had s e v e r e d  the ir  links with the ir  fa rm s .  The m ovem en t 
o f t ra d e r s ,  a r t isans  and p ro fe s s io n a l  men to G raham stown st im u lated  
its deve lopm en t.  W ithin the next ten y e a r s  G raham stown  had becom e  
the main town of the E as te rn  Cape and the second m ost im portan t town 
in the Cape Co lony. I v o r y  and skins w e r e  e s p e c ia l ly  im portan t i tem s  
of trade . By 1830 th e re  w e r e  som e 400 houses in the town and many 
new s t re e ts  such as N ew , H il l ,  Bathurst, A f r ic a n ,  Dundas, W o r c e s te r ,  
S om erse t ,  Beau fo rt  and M ark et  S tree ts  had been la id  out. In 1834 the 
population of G raham stown was es t im ated  at 3 500. The 1970 p r e l im i ­
n ary  population s ta t is t ics  fo r  A lbany  D is t r ic t  and G raham stown  a re  con ­
ta ined in T ab le  1.

Between  1823 and 1850 G raham stown  p ro s p e re d  as a trad ing cen tre  
and a m i l i t a r y  post. When in 1850 the K e i  r i v e r  b ecam e  the boundary of 
the Cape Co lony the m i l i t a r y  im p or tan ce  of G raham stown began to d e ­
c l ine . I r o n ic a l ly  the iden t if ica t ion  in G raham stown  in 1867 of the f i r s t  
d iamond d is c o v e re d  in South A f r i c a  contr ibuted fu rth er  to the dec l in e  of 
the c ity . The opening of the d iamond f ie ld s  helped  to d ep r iv e  G ra h a m s ­
town of its im portan t c o m m e rc ia l  function. The econ om ic  focus in South 
A f r i c a  was m oving to the a rea  above the esca rp m en t ,  to K im b e r le y  and 
la te r  to Johannesburg, and G raham stown  was not even on a d ir e c t  r a i l ­
w ay  l ine  f r o m  P o r t  E l izabe th  to these deve lop ing  r e g io n s .  G raham stown 
has continued as a lo ca l  cen tre  fo r  the fa rm in g  com m unity  and f r o m  the 
mid 19th century education and law  took the p la ce  of c o m m e rc e  and the 
m i l i t a r y  as the main functions of the town. The estab lishm ent of 
G raham stown as the seat of the E as te rn  D is t r ic t s  Suprem e Court in 1864
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ensured  that the town deve lop ed  as a l e g a l  cen tre .  By 1876 f i v e  m a jo r  
schools  had opened in the town - the Assum ption  Convent, St. A n d re w 's  
C o l le g e ,  G ra em e  C o l le g e ,  the D iocesan  School fo r  G i r l s  and St. A idan 's  
C o l le g e .  The  V ic t o r ia  G i r l s '  H igh School, K in gsw ood  C o l le g e  and the 
T e a c h e r s '  T ra in in g  C o l le g e  w e r e  a lso  estab lished  b e fo r e  the turn of the 
century. Rhodes U n iv e rs i t y  C o l le g e  was founded in 1904 and P . J .  
O l i v i e r  H oe rsk oo l  opened in 1956.

The ea r ly  in troduction  of m e r in o  sheep brought much needed 
s tab il ity  to the fa rm in g  com m unity . B ee f and d a iry  ca tt le  have a lso  
been su ccess fu l ly  in troduced into the a rea . The  coasta l  re g ion  p rov id es  
good all y e a r  g ra z in g  and as a consequence of this p roduces  exce l len t  
b ee f  ca tt le .  P r o x im i t y  to P o r t  E l izabe th  has st im u la ted  the grow th  of 
the d a iry  industry in the d is t r ic t  of A lexan d r ia .  The  main cash crops  
include p ineapp les , ch ico ry  and c it ru s . Inland, stock fa rm in g ,  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  ca tt le  ranching, p red om in a tes .  In the r i v e r  v a l l e y s  w here  
f e r t i l e  a l lu v ia l so i ls  occur i r r ig a t io n  fa rm in g  is p ra c t is ed .  The e m ­
phasis is on c itrus  and fodder  c rops , but w ith the grow th  of P o r t  
E l izabe th  and East London it is p o ss ib le  that the demand fo r  m ilk , 
v e g e ta b le s  and fru it  w i l l  re su lt  in a m o re  in tens ive  f o r m  of land use.
In a m em orandum  f r o m  The South E as te rn  A r e a s  P u b l ic  Bod ies  
A ssoc ia t ion  to the W ater  P lann ing  C om m iss ion  in 1967 it was stated 
that 1 537 m orgen  w e r e  under i r r ig a t io n  in the lo w e r  F is h  v a l le y ;  that 
a fu rth er  11 507 m orgen  could e a s i ly  be brought under i r r ig a t io n ;  and 
that fu rth er  ir r ig a t io n  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  ex is ted  fo r  12 500 m orgen . T h e re  
is a strong case  fo r  the lo w e r  rea ch es  of the F ish  r i v e r  being included 
as a v i ta l  d eve lopm en t re g ion  within the O range  R iv e r  P r o je c t .

G raham stow n 's  geog rap h ica l  pos it ion  l ie s  at the roo t  of many of 
the tow n 's  p resen t  day p ro b le m s .  L o ca ted  between  two coasta l m e t r o ­
politan  cen tres  it is d i f f icu lt  fo r  the town to deve lop  other functions.
The road  d istance to East London is n e a r ly  200 km, that to P o r t  
E lizabe th  130 km; there  is no d ir e c t  r a i l  connection with East London 
and Graham stown is only s e r v e d  by a branch l ine  f r o m  A l ic e d a le .  In 
t e rm s  of natura l r e s o u r c e s  which could fo r m  the bas is  of p ro c e s s in g  
industr ies  G raham stown is not r ic h ly  endowed. A  c itru s  pack ing shed 
has r e c e n t ly  been fo r c e d  to c lo s e  down fo r  econom ic  reason s , and the 
p ineapp le  crop  is p r o c e s s e d  m ain ly  in East London. K a o l in i te  is  used 
by p o t te r ie s  in the town and the lo ca l  c lay  so i ls  f o r m  the bas is  of a 
b r ick w o rk s .  In gen e ra l  industr ia l  e n te rp r is e s  su ffer by being distant 
f r o m  the main m arket  cen tres  of the Repub lic . A t a Nationa l D e v e lo p ­
ment Foundation C on fe ren ce  held at the beginning of 1974, attention 
was drawn to the fa c t  that P o r t  E lizabe th  and U itenhage w e r e  o v e r d e ­
pendent on the m otor  industry; and that the ra te  of econom ic  grow th  
in the h inter land was be low  that of the national a v e ra g e .  T h e r e fo r e ,  
G rah am stow n 's  econom ic  grow th  is a lso  a d v e r s e ly  a f fec ted  by 
econom ic  cond itions p re s en t ly  p r e v a i l in g  in P o r t  E lizabeth .

A  fu rther  set of p rob le m s  is c rea ted  by the fa c t  that G ra h a m s­
town has re c en t ly  lo s t  ground in both of its spec ia l functions. T h re e  
y e a r s  b e fo r e  its cen tenary  St. A id an 's  C o l le g e  c lo sed  at the end of 1973. 
A f t e r  m o re  than e ighty y e a r s  of s e r v i c e  to education the T ra in in g  
C o l le g e  w i l l  c lo se  in 1975. T h ese  c lo su res  a re  counterba lanced  to 
som e extent by the in c rea s in g  number of students at Rhodes U n iv e rs i ty .  
The le g a l  r o le  of G raham stown is be ing d im in ished . The H igh Court
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o f the T ran sk e i ,  es tab lished  in August 1973, has reduced  the a rea  o f 
ju r isd ic t ion  o f the E astern  Cape d iv is ion  o f the Suprem e Court. The 
estab lishm ent o f  a lo ca l  d iv is ion  o f the Supreme Court in P o r t  
E lizabeth  at the beginning o f  1974 must reduce the w ork  done in 
G raham stown even though the a rea  o f ju r isd ic t ion  rem a in s  unchanged 
as a resu lt  o f th is deve lopm ent. T h e re  is indeed a need fo r  s t r e n g ­
thening the ex is t ing  functions o f  the town as w e l l  as fo r  seek ing new 
growth points fo r  future deve lopm ent.

O ther p rob le m s  fac ing  G raham stown concern  the grow th  o f  the 
non-white  population and w a te r  supplies.

Between  1951 and 1970 the A fr ic a n  population m o re  than doubled, 
in c reas in g  f r o m  11 800 to 25 500. The r i s e  in num bers is due both to 
a high ra te  o f natura l in c rea se  (in spite o f the o ften high ra te  o f  infant 
m o r ta l i t y  which is g r e a te r  than 150/1000 in many y e a r s )  and to an in ­
flux  o f A f r ic a n s  f r o m  surrounding a reas  - a m ovem en t  r e la te d  to the 
hope ra th er  than the ce r ta in ty  o f em p loym en t.  The grow th  o f  the 
A fr ic a n  population m an ifes ts  i t s e l f  in p rob lem s  o f  unem ploym ent and 
inadequate housing.

During 1973 the num bers o f  r e g is t e r e d  unem ployed  A fr ic a n s  per  
month fluctuated around 800 m a les  and 3 500 fe m a le s .  The fact that 
a p p rox im a te ly  tw o - th ird s  o f the unem ployed  m a les  and ha lf  o f  the un­
em p loyed  fe m a le s  w e r e  under the age o f 35, under l ines  the p rob le m s  
o f  em p loym en t amongst the in c reas in g  num ber o f  peop le  en ter ing  the 
eco n om ica l ly  a c t ive  age group.

A l l  m un ic ipa l housing schem es fo r  A fr ic a n s  in G raham stown 
w e re  stopped a fte r  1966 when the Bantu A f fa i r s  D epartm en t announced 
its intention o f s tart ing  a sett lem ent at C o m m it te e s  D r i f t .  The o v e r ­
c row d ing  in the A f r ic a n  townships has reached  v e r y  s e r iou s  p r o p o r ­
t ions. In the C ity  o f  G raham stown n ew s le t te r  No  2/1972 the Town C le rk  
pointed out that the re  a re  instances w here  up to seven ty  peop le  l i v e  on 
one e r f  and twenty to th ir ty  peop le  in one th r e e - r o o m e d  house. In the 
M a y o r 's  minute o f  the y e a r  Septem ber 1972 to August 1973 it was e s ­
t im ated  that an addit ional th ree  thousand houses w e r e  needed  fo r  the 
A fr ic a n  population. Specia l rep res en ta t ion  to the au thor it ies  has r e ­
sulted in a l im ite d  num ber o f  houses being built fo r  the A f r ic a n  popu­
lation  since 1972. The R eg ion a l  Bantu A dm in is t ra t ion  Board  took 
o v e r  con tro l o f  the Bantu Group A r e a  f r o m  the M un ic ipa l i ty  in July 
1973, but a solution to the housing p ro b le m  has not been found as yet. 
When the C o m m it te e s  sett lem ent is s ta rted  it could be a solution p r o ­
v ided  that industr ies  and o ther  openings fo r  w ork  in both the p r im a ry  
and t e r t ia r y  s e c to rs  a re  c rea ted , ab in it io , and p rov id ed  that it was 
p r im a r i l y  the unem ployed  who m oved  there .

G raham stown situated in the headw ater r ea ch es  o f  the Bloukrans 
r i v e r  and in a re g io n  ch a ra c te r iz e d  by sm all  catchm ents, su f fe rs  f r o m  
p e r iod ic  droughts and consequent w a te r  shortages . During 1973 fo r  
exam p le  the w a te r  s to red  in the four main r e s e r v o i r s  supplying the town, 
M i ln e r ,  Jam eson , H ow ison spoor t  and S e t t le rs '  Dam, dropped to 30% o f 
the tota l s to rage  capac ity  and at one stage the tow n 's  a va i lab le  w a te r  
was reduced  to a p p rox im a te ly  seven  months ' supply. The p ro v is ion  o f 
u n res tr ic te d  w a te r  at a l l  t im es  w i l l  undoubtedly p ro ve  cos t ly .  To
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im p ro v e  the w a te r  supply through short t e rm  m easu res  such as the 
sinking of bo reh o les ,  sew age re c la m a t ion  and ra is in g  the w a l l  of the 
main dam would cost o ve r  half a m i l l ion  rand. The cost of the lo n g ­
te rm  solution to the w a te r  p rob lem , making use o f w a te r  d iv e r ted  f r o m  
the O range  r i v e r  into the F ish  r i v e r ,  is es t im ated  at between  three  
and four m i l l ion  rand.

The p rob le m s  fa c in g  G raham stown p ro v id e  a cha llenge  to those 
who adm in is te r  the a f fa i r s  of the C ity . The cha llenge  is made even 
m o re  d i f f icu lt  by the fac t  that 49% of the p ro p e r ty  in G raham stown is 
dera ted . It is no easy  task to meet the needs of the com m unity  and 
balance the budget. N e v e r th e le s s ,  in sp ite  of re cen t  setbacks, there  
is e v e r y  expectat ion  that the educational and cu ltura l r o le  of G ra h a m s ­
town can be s trengthened through grow th  in the rem a in in g  institutions 
and the p ro sp ec t  that the town w i l l  b ecom e  a m a jo r  c on fe ren ce  cen tre .  
Much can a lso  be done to deve lop  the fa rm in g  potentia l of the reg ion , 
and the tou r is t  industry which is s t i l l  in its in fancy.

T a b le  1

a) P r e l im in a r y  Popu la tion  S ta t is t ics  fo r  1970 : A lbany

W hites C o loureds As ians Bantu T otal

M a le 6 138 3 152 116 23 763 33 169

F em a le 6 284 3 541 126 26 607 36 558

T otal 12 422 6 693 242 50 370 69 727

1960 
T otal 12 910 5 987 193 40 183 59 273

b) P r  el im in a ry  Popu la tion  S ta t is t ics  fo r  1970 : G raham stown

W hites 1 1 248

Bantu 25 517

C o loureds 4 877

A s ians 242

T otal 41 884
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T R O M P E T T E R 'S  D R IF T  A N D  TH E  S IG N A L  TO W E R S

J. A . Benyon

The s t ra teg ic  im p or tan ce  of T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r i f t  in the 19th century lay 
in the fa c t  that it s tradd led  the ch ie f l ine of com m unication  f r o m  the 
Cape Co lony along the coasta l route south of the A m a to le  escarpm ent,  
f i r s t ,  to F o r t  P ed d ie ,  second, to K ing  W i l l ia m 's  Town, and, thence, 
a c ro s s  the K e i ,  tow ard  Nata l.  F o r  instance, D ick K ing  brought 
Captain Sm ith 's  appeal fo r  r e in fo rc e m e n t  against the B o e r s  at P o r t  
N ata l v ia  T r o m p e t t e r 's  in 1842.

In addition to this c ru c ia l  "K a f f r a r ia n "  route, th e re  w e r e  two 
other m inor road  sys tem s  - the one that passed  down into the F ish  
v a l le y  and went a c ro s s  the r i v e r  e ith er  at C om m it tee s  or Double D r i f t ,  
thence to F o r t s  Thom pson and H a re  (A l i c e ) ,  and to the m i l i t a r y  v i l la g e s  
in the Tyhum e v a l le y ;  and, second, the route a long the "Q u e e n 's  w a y "  - 
o ve r  the E cc a  pass to F o r t  Brown on the F ish  r i v e r ,  F o r t  Beau fort ,
F o r t  A rm s t ro n g ,  P o s t  R e t ie f ,  and, eventua lly  the sm a ll ,  sca t te red  
se t t lem en ts  of the T a rk a  a rea .  G raham stown was the point of o r ig in ,  
the "H u b " ,  of this f r o n t ie r  com m unication  sys tem . It was, th e re fo r e ,  
a cen tre  of trade  and manufacture, governm en t,  and defence.

Hans T r o m p e t t e r ,  a h ard -b it ten  Cape C o lou red  f r o n t ie r  f igh te r ,  
who changed s ides between  Xhosa and B r it ish  s e v e ra l  t im es ,  gave  his 
nam e to " T r o m p e t t e r ' s  D r i f t "  during the 3rd f r o n t ie r  w ar of 1799.
When the Xhosa w e r e  c le a r e d  f r o m  the Suurveld  (L o w e r  A lbany ) by 
Co lone l G raham  in 1812, T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r i f t  b ecam e  a v i ta l  point of 
en try  to " k a f f i r la n d " , e s p e c ia l ly  when trade  was p e rm it ted  in 1824.

The war of 1835 - the 6th f r o n t ie r  w ar  - gave  T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r if t  
its  r e a l  p rom inen ce .  The Xhosa used the dense m im os a  and euphorbia 
scrub of the F ish  v a l l e y  as a sanctuary w h e re  they could h ide catt le . In 
F e b ru a ry  1835 Sir H a r r y  Smith made his f i r s t  m a jo r  attempt to sweep 
the Xhosa out of the T r o m p e t t e r 's  a rea . During a night m arch  three 
s o ld ie r s  w e r e  k i l led  when a panic s e iz ed  th e ir  co lumn and men sta rted  
shooting w i ld ly  in a ll  d ir e c t ion s .  In the g enera l  engagem ent fought 
shor t ly  a f te rw a rd s ,  just above T r o m p e t t e r 's ,  tw e lv e  B r i t is h  s o ld ie r s  
f e l l .

When the gen era l  m ovem en t eas tw ard  began in M arch  1835 a pont 
was constructed  at T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r i f t .  T h ese  pon t-bu ild e rs  w e r e  su r­
p r is e d  and attacked just a f te r  the main B r i t ish  f o r c e  had m oved  off. 
Under a Captain H a r r i e s  they managed to b reak  through the Xhosa ring , 
with the lo s s  of 9 men, a ll  s to res ,  and the p re c io u s  pont. Th is  lo ss  
caused Smith to r e t r e a t  and conso lida te  the r i v e r  c r o ss in g s  a c ro s s  the 
F ish . The old wooden structu res  that had h itherto  guarded the d r i f ts  
w e r e  d ec la red  unsuitable and a m o re  perm anent sy s tem  was planned, 
though it took som e t im e  to get the whole under way.

The planning of the sys tem  of f r o n t ie r  de fence  a fte r  the w ar  of 
1835 f e l l  to th ree  e x t r e m e ly  able men, M a jo r -G e n e ra l  C .G .  L e w is ,  
Captain W. F . D. J e r v o is ,  and a c iv i l ia n  em p loyee  o f the War O ff ice ,
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H en ry  L .  Ha ll .  J e r v o is  la te r  b ecam e fam ous as V ic to r ia n  B r i ta in 's  
g rea t  m i l i t a r y  f o r t i f i e r  - it was he who built the Solent fo r t s .  The 
p resen t  s tructu re  of T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r i f t  fo r t  was th e r e fo r e  built in 
1837 or short ly  a f te r ,  toge ther  w ith the Double D r i f t  f o r t  and F o r t  
Brown, which is s l igh t ly  l a r g e r .  Fu r th er  east other s trong-po in ts ,  
such as F o r t s  Cox  and Thom pson  a lso  appeared  a fte r  the w ar  o f 1846, 
to g iv e  the de fence  sys tem  g r e a te r  depth.

T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r i f t  again sprang into p rom in en ce  during the war 
of 1846 (the w ar  was p rec ip i ta ted  by T o la 's  re s cu e  o f his t r ibesm an , 
K le in t je ,  who was being tran spo rted  f r o m  F o r t  Beau fort  to G ra h a m s ­
town to c a r r y  out his sentence fo r  s tea ling  an axe ).  A  f o r c e  of Cape 
Mounted R i f l e s  and 7th D ragoon  guards (235 men, 2 guns, and 4 w aggons ) 
le f t  F o r t  P e d d ie  to t r a v e l  down to the b e le ag u ered  se t t le r  v i l l a g e  of 
C u y le r v i l l e .  D escend ing the F is h  heights f r o m  P e d d ie  tow ard  
T r o m p e t t e r 's  they encountered s t i f f  r e s is ta n ce .  One wounded sergean t 
had a lucky escape  when th ree  Xhosa rushed to f in ish  h im  off, but w e r e  
th e m se lv e s  s tr icken  by accu ra te  shooting. E ven tua lly  the troop s  reach ed  
T r o m p e t t e r 's  at the foo t  of the h i l l  - 200 men being needed  to b r in g  4 
waggons throughl

A  fo rtn igh t  la te r  a column of 47 waggons w ith  an e s c o r t  of 80 
men was sent up the heights to r e l i e v e  the shortage  of food  at F o r t  
P e d d ie ,  which was v i r tu a l ly  under s ieg e .  The waggon  tra in  was a m ­
bushed by 1 500 Xhosa, hidden in the euphorb ias, and the waggons had 
to be abandoned by the s o ld ie r s ,  who r e t r e a te d  down to T r o m p e t t e r 's .
But, in the event, F o r t  P ed d ie  su rv ived  the m a jo r  Xhosa attack o f 28 
M ay  1846 and was r e l i e v e d  by Co lone l S om erse t  in June 1846. In the 
I l lu s tra ted  London N ew s of 22 August 1846 there  is a d ram a tic  en­
g ra v in g  of the Xhosa d r iv in g  p lundered ca tt le  under the w a l ls  of the fo r t  
and a c ro s s  the d r i f t .  On the top of the fo r t  the t r a v e r s in g  gun can be 
seen in opera t ion .

In the subsequent f r o n t ie r  w a rs  of 1850-3 and 1877-8 the action 
took p lace  fu r th e r  east, though T r o m p e t t e r 's  and F o r t  Brown continued 
to be v i t a l  com m unication  points.

The S igna ll ing  T o w e r s

T h ese  w e r e  part  of the sys tem  that was d ev is ed  by L e w is  and 
executed  by J e r v o is  and Ha ll  between  1837 and 1842. C on tra ry  to the 
a s se r t ion s  of cer ta in  f r o n t ie r  h is to r ie s ,  the method of s igna ll in g  was 
by g rea t  sem aphore  m asts  (s in ce  d es troy ed ) ,  and not by f i r e  or h e l i o ­
graph. T h e r e  had been a cer ta in  amount of s igna l l in g  in the T ab le  
Bay - F a ls e  Bay a reas  but nothing as substantia l as the eas te rn  f r o n ­
t ie r  sem aphore  sys tem  ex is ts  e ls e w h e re  in South A f r i c a  - and p o ss ib ly  
in the f o r m e r  B r i t is h  em p ire .  P r o b a b ly  only in B r ita in  i t s e l f  was the 
sys tem  as ex ten s ive  as h e re .  Th is  dom es t ic  B r i t is h  deve lopm en t 
a ro se  out of the c ir cu m sta n ces  of the N apo leon ic  W ars ,  when it was 
ess en t ia l  to send m e ssa ges  qu ick ly  f r o m  the A d m ir a l ty  in London to 
the g r ea t  nava l a rsen a l at P o rtsm ou th .  To  som e extent the B r i t ish  
b o r ro w e d  f r o m  the F rench , who used the inventions of C laude Chappe 
ex ten s iv e ly  in com m un icat ing  by sem aphore .

In the Cape Month ly M agaz in e  of N o v e m b e r  1859 H a ll  w ro te  a
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d escr ip t ion  of the sys tem . T h e r e  w e r e  two l in es  of com m unication , 
one f r o m  G raham stown through G o v e rn o r 's  Kop  tow er ,  G ras  Kop, 
Botha 's  P o s t ,  Dans H oogte , to F o r t  Beau fort ;  the other f r o m  
G raham stown  (F o r t  Selwyn ) again through G o v e rn o r 's  Kop  tow er  to 
F r a s e r ' s  Camp, P i e t  A p p e l 's  tow er  and F o r t  P e d d ie .  A  th ird  line, 
down to Bathurst f r o m  F r a s e r ' s  Camp was n eve r  constructed .

The en t ire  sys tem  cost £5 000. The cost of each tow er  was 
£500. Each was manned by a sergean t and f i v e  men. It p rove d  d i f f i ­
cult to keep these detachm ents supplied w ith  w a te r ,  and the read ing  of 
the sem aphore  s igna ls  was com p lica ted  by poor  te le s c o p e s ,  heat r e ­
f rac t ion ,  and e a r ly  m orn ing  m is ts .

The m asts  must have been long, i f  we  a re  to judge by the su r­
v iv in g  i l lu s tra t ion  of the one at F o r t  Selwyn by the a r t is t  Thom as 
Baines (in the c o r r id o r  of the G raham stown Town H a ll ) .  T h ey  w e r e  
c r o s s e d  by a " r e g u la t o r "  beam , at each end of which  w e r e  two po in te rs .  
T h ese  could be cranked round by means of chains, and, toge ther  with 
m ovem en t  of the " r e g u la t o r "  beam , gave  a p o ss ib le  96 va r ia t io n s .

M ost  of the tow e rs  w e r e  burnt during the w a r  o f 1846, but this 
eastern  Cape exam p le  of a com m un ica t ions ' sys tem  that could send 
m e ssa ges  fa s te r  than a ga llop ing  h o rse  has a unique in te res t .  Indeed 
it was only in the 1840's that the invention of the e l e c t r i c  te le g ra p h  b e ­
gan to supersede  sem aphor ing  in E urope  i t s e l f .  H o w e v e r ,  as mentioned, 
the lo ca l  sys tem  does not appear to have functioned v e r y  e f f ic ien t ly .
No  attempt was made to r e con s tru c t  the t o w e rs  a fte r  1846; so they r e ­
main the ro o f le s s  she lls  that they b ecam e in that w a r .  It is to be hoped 
that som e kind of h is to r ic a l  re con s tru c t ion  w i l l  be a ttem pted at one or 
two tow e rs .  T o u r is ts  and South A fr ic a n s  could then m o re  e a s i ly  a p p re ­
c ia te  the grea t  p rob le m s  o f com m un ication  in the p r e - e l e c t r i c  age.

FIGURE 4 Proposed distribution of signal 
towers

After Kirby, P  R.

FIGURE 5 Diagram of signalling 
mechanism
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TH E  G E O L O G Y  O F  T H E  E A S T E R N  C A P E

B .E .  Lock

Although som e o f  the w o r ld 's  o ldes t  ro ck s  a re  found in southern A f r i c a  , 
our know ledge  o f  the g e o lo g ic a l  h is to r y  o f  the E as te rn  Cape spans only 
the la s t  f i v e  o r  s ix  hundred m il l io n  y e a r s .  We know that by about that 
t im e  a long p e r iod  o f e ros ion  had planed down an o ld e r  mountain range 
which once ran along the southern and w es te rn  coasts  o f  the Repub lic . 
The ro ck s  o f  which this range  was built a re  s t i l l  to be seen in sm all  
a reas  near U itenhage and w est  o f  P o r t  E lizabeth , as w e l l  as in m o re  
ex ten s ive  re g ion s  in the v ic in i ty  o f  G eo rg e  and o f  Oudtshoorn, and in the 
w es te rn  Cape. T h ese  rocks  a re  known as the P r e - C a p e  s tra ta .

By f i v e  hundred m i l l io n  y e a r s  ago the sea had advanced inland and 
c o v e r e d  the southern tip o f  the A fr ic a n  continent and depos ited  a thick 
sequence o f sandstones, now known as the Tab le  Mountain Group a fte r  
the f ine exposu res  above Cape Town, w here  this sandstone is the 
th ickest known exam p le  o f  its type in the w or ld .  C a re fu l  in te rp re ta t ion  
o f  the sandstone r e v e a ls  a co m p le x  p ic tu re  o f  t ida l f la ts  and deltas, 
seaways and sh o re l in es .  At about this t im e  a d e te r io ra t io n  o f  w o r ld  
c l im a tes  led  to g la c ia t ion  o f  many parts  o f  the w or ld ,  including South 
A f r i c a  (the O rd ov ic ian  Ic e  A ge ,  about 450 m il l io n  y e a r s  ago ).

The Tab le  Mountain Group is  o v e r la in  by the B okkeve ld  G rou p , 
which cons is ts  o f  a lternating  sandstones and sha les . The shales in 
the lo w e r  part o f  the group w e re  la id  down on the sea f l o o r  and contain 
abundant fo s s i l s  at som e lo c a l i t i e s  (sou th -w est  o f  A lexan d r ia ,  fo r  
exam p le ) .  T h ese  fo s s i l s  ind icate  an E a r ly  Devon ian  age (375 m il l io n  
y e a r s  ago), w h ile  the upper shales a re  b e l ie v e d  to have been depos ited  
in f r e sh  w a te r .  The sandstones r e p re s en t  p e r io d ic  advances o f a 
com p lex  o f de ltas  which built out f r o m  land to the north and which w e re  
then su bm erged  by crus ta l  subsidence. The o v e r ly in g  W it teb e rg  Group 
cons is ts  m a in ly  o f  pure quartz  sandstones which f o r m  m ost o f  the h igher 
land around Graham stown. T h ese  sandstones, m o s t ly  depos ited  by 
r i v e r s ,  contain s tru ctu res  which ind icate  that sed im ent was being 
tran spo rted  into the a rea  both f r o m  the continenta l in te r io r  to the north 
and f r o m  a sou rce  in the south which until that t im e  had not been ev ident. 
Th is  sou rce  is  b e l ie v e d  to have been the e a r l i e s t  and southernm ost 
ranges  o f  a new mountain chain situated south o f  the p resen t  continental 
edge and now r e m o v e d  with the continent o f  A n ta rc t ic a  by continental 
d r i ft .

These  th ree  groups - T ab le  Mountain, B okkeve ld  and W it teb e rg  - 
c o m p r is e  the Cape Supergroup (o r  Cape System  o f  the o ld e r  t e rm in o lo g y ,  
now abandoned).

la vas  f r o m  the B a rb er ton  Mountainland a re  b e l ie v e d  to have been 
erupted  n e a r ly  th ree  and a ha lf  thousand m i l l io n  y e a r s  ago.



The o ldes t  s trata  o f  the o v e r ly in g  K a ro o  Supergroup cons is t  
la r g e ly  o f  g la c ia l  depos its  and r e c o rd  the events  o f  another ancient 
ice  age which o c c u r r e d  about 300 m i l l io n  y e a r s  ago. Th ese  deposits  
(the Dwyka G roup ) have the ir  counterparts  in South A m e r ic a ,  A n ta rc t ic a ,  
India and A u s tra l ia ,  and p ro v id e  one o f  the m ost  str ik ing  p roo fs  o f 
the th eo ry  o f  continental d r i f t  (a th eo ry  which in the last  few  y e a r s  has 
ach ieved  a lm ost  u n iv e rsa l  accep tance among g e o lo g is ts ) .

During this t im e  the mountain ranges  in the south continued to 
r is e ,  and a m a jo r  body o f  w a te r  c o v e r e d  the in te r io r  o f  southern 
A f r i c a .  The a va i lab le  e v id ence  is not conc lu s ive ,  but this body o f 
w a te r  was p robab ly  a lake, not an a rm  o f the sea. Th is  lake was 
s low ly  f i l l e d  with sed im en ts , c o m p r is in g  the E cc a  G rou p . In the 
ea s te rn  Cape the low es t  s tra ta  w e r e  depos ited  by v io len t  and 
ra p id ly - f lo w in g  s lu r r ie s  o f  sed im en t- lad en  w a te r  (tu rb id ity  cu rren ts ) ,  
wh ile  f ine muds accum ulated  in the cen tra l  part  o f  the lake. The 
f ina l stages o f  in f i l l in g  o f  the basin took p lace  by m ig ra t io n  o f  deltas 
inwards f r o m  the m arg in s .  The Dwyka and E cc a  sed im ents  a re  w e l l  
exposed  in cuttings along the road  tow ards  F o r t  Beau fort ,  n o r th -eas t  
o f  Graham stown.

F r o m  this t im e  onwards , that is  fo r  the la s t  250 m il l io n  y e a r s ,  
southern A f r i c a  has been a land a rea . The re d  and g re en  mudstones 
and sandstones o f  the Beau fort  G rou p , which o v e r l i e s  the E cca  Group, 
w e r e  depos ited  by r i v e r s  and f lo od  w a te rs  o v e r  a vast plain on which 
w andered  la rg e  num bers  o f r e p t i le s ,  including those f r o m  which the 
e a r ly  m a m m a ls  descended. Th ese  stra ta  a re  w o r ld  fam ous because 
the fo s s i l s  found in them  r e v e a l  many de ta i ls  o f  the t ran s it ion  f r o m  
re p t i le  to m am m al.

During this t im e  the mountain ranges  to the south w e re  g row in g  in 
height and w e re  becom ing  m o re  ex tens ive ,  so that by the t im e  that the 
last o f  the sed im ents  o f  the Beau fo rt  Group w e r e  deposited , the mounta in­
building p r o c e s s  had reach ed  a c l im ax ,  and the Cape Fo ld  Be lt,  as we 
know it today, had com e  into being. L a te r  e ro s io n  has p a r t ly  reduced  
the sca le  o f  these mountains, which must have been fa r  m o re  im p r e s s iv e  
two hundred m i l l io n  y e a r s  ago.

The f i r s t  beds o f  the S to rm b erg  G rou p , the M olteno  Form ation , 
d i f f e r  f r o m  the under ly ing  Beau fort  Group in s e v e r a l  su p e r f ic ia l  re sp ec ts ,  
notably co lou r ,  but w e r e  depos ited  in a s im i la r  env ironm ent.  M ost 
notably, the sandstones frequen t ly  a re  v e r y  c o a rs e ,  r e f le c t in g  the 
steep and rugged  nature o f the te r ra in  in the mountainous southern 
re g ion  f r o m  which the sed im en tary  d eb r is  had been d e r iv ed .

The succeed ing s tra ta  o f  the S to rm b erg  Group (the Red  Beds and 
the Cave  Sandstone) r e v e a l  a change in c l im a te ,  m ark ed  m a in ly  by 
in c reas in g  a r id ity .  The white f in e -g r a in e d  sandstones o f  the la t te r  
unit w e r e  p a r t ly  w ind -b low n  in o r ig in ,  although f e r t i l e  and w e l l -w a t e r e d  
oases  c e r ta in ly  ex is ted  - f o s s i l  f ish  and c r o c o d i le s  a re  known f r o m  the 
n o r th -ea s te rn  Cape P r o v in c e ,  fo r  exam p le .

D epos it ion  o f  the K a ro o  Supergroup te rm in a ted  with a m ost  d ram atic  
ep isode - vo lcan ic  ac t iv i ty  was w id esp read  o v e r  m ost  o f  southern A f r i c a
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north o f  the mountain range , and a continuous blanket o f  hundreds o f 
la va  f low s  (the D rak en sb erg  G rou p ) c o v e r e d  an a rea  which m ay have 
been as g r ea t  as two and a h a lf  m i l l io n  square k i lo m e t r e s .  Some o f  
the la va  coo led  and s o l id i f ied  in f i s s u r e s  fa r  be low  the ea r th 's  su rface , 
only to be exposed  by subsequent e ro s io n  as the d o le r i t e  ( " i r o n s to n e " )  
dykes and s i l ls  which a re  a f a m i l ia r  part  o f  K a ro o  s c e n e ry  and which 
a re  re sp on s ib le  fo r  the p r e sen ce  o f  much o f  the underground w a te r  in 
the a rea .

S eve ra l  exp lanations have been put fo rw a rd  to account fo r  the 
vo lcan ic  ep isode , but m ost  g e o lo g is ts  now a g r e e  that the la va  was 
r e le a s e d  during a p e r io d  o f  c rus ta l  tension which accom pan ied  the 
breakup o f  the super-continent known to g e o lo g is ts  as Gondwanaland.
Th is  continent cons is ted  o f  South A m e r ic a ,  A f r i c a ,  A n ta rc t ic a ,  India 
and A u s tra l ia ,  b e fo r e  continental d r i f t  d isp e rs e d  these land m ass es .

A s  the mountain ranges  w e r e  s tead i ly  reduced  by e ros ion ,  a s e r ie s  
o f  m igh ty  r i v e r s  c a rv ed  out th e ir  v a l le y s ,  running along the length o f 
that part  o f  the belt which rem a in ed  in southern A f r i c a ,  f r o m  Cape 
Town to East London. G ra v e ls  g rad u a lly  accum ulated  in these  v a l le y s  
(the U itenhage G rou p ) and in the v ic in i ty  o f  P o r t  E l izabeth  the ch a rac te r  
o f  the sed im ents  can be seen to change as one o f  these r i v e r s  en te red  its 
es tu a ry  and then poured  out to sea. The m a r in e  c lays ,  sandstones and 
l im es ton es  a re  w e l l  exposed  in the Swartkops b r ic k -p i t s ,  outside P o r t  
E lizabeth , w here  a g r e a t  v a r ie t y  o f  fo s s i l s  is  to be found.

The U itenhage Group was depos ited  about one hundred and twenty 
m i l l io n  y e a r s  ago. T h e re  fo l lo w s  a gap in the sed im en ta ry  r e c o r d  
during which the eas te rn  Cape was sub jected  to e ros ion ,  excep t  fo r  
b r i e f  and lo ca l  encroachm en ts  o f  the sea which le f t  fo s s i l i f e r o u s  Late  
C re ta ceou s  (80 m i l l io n  y e a r s  ago ) sed im ents at N eeds  Cam p and Igoda 
Mouth - two lo c a l i t i e s  c lo s e  to East London.

Shortly  a fte r  this a m a jo r  advance o f the sea subm erged  the coasta l 
re g ions .  During the la s t  seven ty  m i l l io n  y e a r s  (the T e r t i a r y  P e r io d )  
the land has s low ly  r is e n  so that the sea has g rad u a lly  r e t r e a te d  again. 
Thus we find m ar in e  l im e s ton es  o f  a v a r ie t y  o f  ages  (the A lex an d r ia  
F o rm a t io n ) d is tr ibu ted  o v e r  much o f  the ea s te rn  Cape. With im portan t 
excep tions , we find that the o ldes t  l im e s ton es  a re  fu rth er  inland and at 
h igher  a lt itudes - they a re  w e l l  seen at A lexan d r ia ,  Bathurst and around 
P o r t  E lizabeth , fo r  instance, as w e l l  as in a second q u a r ry  at N eeds  
Cam p. The sea did not reach  as fa r  as G raham stown, and e ros ion  
and w ea ther ing  in this a rea  has p roduced  som e d is t in c t iv e  f la t  su rfaces  
on e ith er  side o f  the res is tan t  r id g e s  o f sandstone. Im m ed ia te ly  outside 
o f  the town, the road  to East London passes  o v e r  one o f  these su rfaces  
(the G raham stown  S u r fa ce ). W ea ther ing  during the T e r t i a r y  reduced  
the rock  beneath this su rface  to a white , f la y  (kao l in ite )  which is the 
p r in c ip a l  m in e ra l  r e s o u rc e  o f  the a rea .  White s ca rs  f r o m  exp lo ra t ion  
p its  can be noted all around the edge o f  the plateau. The s i l ic a  leached

*  K ao l in ite  is  used fo r  the lo ca l  p o t te ry  industry and to supply the g lo s s y  
f in ish  to paper fo r  fash ion m agaz in es .
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f r o m  the parent rock  was r e -d e p o s i t e d  in the so i l  above the kao l in ite  as 
a rock  c a l led  s i l c r e t e ,  and this re s is tan t  m a te r ia l  has he lped  to 
p r e s e r v e  the G raham stown surface .

The C oasta l  P la in , seen southwest o f  H o w is on 's  P o o r t  on the road  
tow ards  P o r t  E l izabeth  is  another T e r t i a r y  e r o s io n  su r face .

We hope that som e know ledge o f  the g e o lo g ic a l  h is to r y  w i l l  lend 
a g r e a te r  in te re s t  to your jou rneys  in and around Graham stown.
E v e r y  rock  you see has a s to ry  to te l l .

GEOLOGY 

OF THE

GRAHAMSTOWN AREA
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V E G E T A T IO N  O F  TH E  G R A H A M S T O W N  A R E A

A . Jacot G u il la rm od

Going on any o f  the four main rou tes  f r o m  Graham stown, one 
encounters  d i f fe ren t  vege ta t ion  types . To  the north, along the road  
to C a r l i s l e  B r id ge  and B ed fo rd  the re  is acac ia  g rass land ,  d w a r f  shrub 
steppe and d ry  tem p era te  savannah fo l low ed  by ta l l  subsucculent 
woodland and on open p la in with s e m i -k a r r o id  growth . Southwest 
on the way to P o r t  E lizabeth  one p asses  f i r s t  heathland and tussock 
g ra ss lan d  (g r o s s ly  in fes ted  with giant weed  sp ec ie s  such as pine 
t r e e s ,  euca lypts  and spec ies  o f  A u s tra l ian  acac ias  as w e l l  as dense 
th ickets  o f  Hakea in som e p a r ts )  with O ldenburg ia  on W it teb e rg  rock 
outcrops and a d w ar f  o r  a ta l l  succulent scrub on steep h i l ls lop es  
through H ow ison 's  P o o r t .  F a r th e r  w est  a ca c ia  grass land , much 
a lte red  through in tens ive  fa rm in g  opera t ions , o ccu rs  and open 
tussock g ra ss lan d  as w e l l  as m o re  succulent scrub sheathing h i l ls id e s ,  
w h ile  near  P o r t  E l izabeth  salt m arsh  vege ta t ion  can be seen and 
in te rm itten t  coasta l  dune plant growth . Southeast to P o r t  A l f r e d ,  there  
is  again a hea th/grass land  vege ta t ion  and as one drops  down towards 
the coast, v a l l e y  bushveld plants and f in a l ly ,  coasta l woodland, in 
part  succulent and e ls e w h e re  low  dune fo r e s t  v e r y  much o v e rg ro w n  
with A c a c ia  Cyclops (ro o ik ra n s ) .  W es tw ards  along the coast one 
com es  to the A lex an d r ia  coasta l  fo r e s t ,  ta l l  coas ta l  dune vege ta t ion  
dominated in parts  by E ry th r in a  and P ta e ro x y lo n  (sn eezew ood ) .  Beyond 
this a re  ancient dunes supporting the r a r e  E ncepha la rtos  a ren ar iu s  and 
an uncommon boxwood fo r e s t  o f  f a i r l y  low  grow th . The fourth route, 
on e ith er  road  one m ay take, goes  to the F ish  R iv e r  v a l le y .  A c a c ia  
g ra ss lan d  occu rs  f i r s t ,  fo l low ed  by a shrub-heathland on the main road 
to East London and on the F o r t  B eau fo rt  road, by sem isuccu len t  shrub 
grow th . Open tussock g ra ss lan d  a lso  o ccu rs  and on the r id ges  
im m e d ia te ly  above the va l le y ,  ta ll  subsucculent woodland which p asses  
into the short, one and a ha lf  m e tr e  high spiny, succulent e v e r g r e e n  
vege ta t ion  which once c o v e r e d  the whole o f  the lo w e r  parts  o f  this 
port ion  o f  the F ish  R iv e r  va l le y .

A lo e  f e r o x  is p len tifu l on the road  to C a r l i s l e  B r id ge .  M aerua , 
C a p p a r is , many p e la rgon iu m s and 'm e s e m s '  a re  found along this route 
and a number o f  o ther  succulents. The g ra s s  h ides a xeroph yt ic  m oss  
( T o r tu la ), c r i s p ly  d ry  fo r  m ost  o f  the y e a r  and a d d e r 's  tongue fe rn  
(O p h iog los su m ) g row s  on m o is t e r  s lopes .  Bulbous and co rm ou s  plants 
abound (Boophane, O rn ithoga lu m , C y a n e l la , T r i t o n ia , G lad io lu s , A lb u ca , 
etc. ) A  r a r e  Th es id iu m  g row s  on the roads ide  and many spec ie s  o f 
Thes ium . a p a ra s it ic  plant. O ther p a ra s i t e s  a re  V iscu m  (m is t le to e )  
and Lo ran th u s . attached to va r iou s  t r e e s  and shrubs. C ra ssu la  and 
coty ledon  spec ie s  as w e l l  as many o ther  succulents, a re  com m on.
Though the ra in fa l l  is  low , m is t  encourages  many l ichens , on the 
ground, ro cks  and shrubs.

On the P o r t  E l izabeth  road, once through the p in e - c o v e r e d  s lopes 
o f  f o r m e r  heathland, and in the v ic in i ty  o f  the A s s e g a a i  r i v e r ,  one 
encounters  v a l l e y  bushveld and sem isuccu len t woodland with var ious  
Euphorbia spec ies ,  A lo e  a fr ic an a  and A .  spec iosa , som e P a s s e r in a ,
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E uclea  spec ies  and c l im b ing  p e la rgon iu m s , with a l i t t le  P o r tu la c a r ia  a f r a , 
(e lephan t 's  food ) som e d e l ib e ra te ly  p lanted on cuttings. N e a r  Seven 
Fountains L eu co sp e rm u m  attenuatum and B obart ia  ind ica  occu r on 
W it teb e rg  outcrops .

In season, the road s id es  a re  b r i l l ia n t  with O xa l is ,  Sutera and 
Cotu la  spec ie s  and the w eed  C ic h o r iu m  (c h ic o ry )  has escap ed  f r o m  
cu lt iva t ion  to fo r m  a c le a r  blue ribbon o f  co lou r  when it is  in f lo w e r .
On the H ow ison 's  P o o r t  h i l ls lop es  e s p e c ia l ly ,  Sep tem ber g iv e s  a 
m agn if ican t show o f  the G raham stown Heath, E r ic a  ch a m is s o n is .

En route to P o r t  A l f r e d ,  the G raham stown A lo e ,  A . p lu ridens is 
com m on, white and dull purp le  heaths occu r and D isp a rago  e r ic o id e s  
with R.hynchelytrum (a g r a s s )  m ake a red  b o rd e r  to the road. A  few  
m i le s  out o f  G raham stown, a c la s s ic  l in e  o f  O ldenburg ia  can be seen 
c r e s t in g  a h i l ls id e  but they a re  now threa tened  by invading p ines and 
H ak ea . G ra ss  s lopes  have watson ias and O rn ithoga lum  sca tte red  
throughout and above the Bloukrans r i v e r ,  E u c le a -A c a c ia  woodland 
fo l lo w s  a scrub grow th  with many Coty ledon  o rb icu la ta  plants . The 
B loukrans r i v e r  is l in ed  with A c a c ia  c a f f r a  and th e re a f t e r  P a v e t ta  
b ecom es  com m on  on h i l ls lo p e s .  A t the Lushington B r id ge ,  to the 
north of Bathurst a splendid stand o f  P h oen ix  re c l in a ta  (w i ld  date 
pa lm ) can be seen, at th is p r a c t ic a l ly  its m os t  sou ther ly  d is tr ibu tion  
point. On the f la ts ,  the many poo ls  and sm all  dams p resen t  a 
beautifu l sight when the v l e i  l i ly ,  C r inu m  cam panulatum , p resen t  in 
thousands, is  in b loom  and the g ra ss lan d  supports hundreds o f 
N e r in e  plants as w e l l  as num erous Cyrtanthus and o ther  bulbous and 
co rm ou s  f l o w e r s .  Going down into P o r t  A l f r e d ,  th e re  is again much 
sem isuccu len t woodland and salt m arsh  vege ta t ion  with Juncus,
S a l ic o rn ia , A r th ro c n e m u m , L im on iu m  (sea  la v en d e r )  and Sporobolus 
v i r g in ic u s , a g ra s s ,  a ll  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f  this t id a l ly  inundated estuary .

T r a v e l l in g  in the d irec t ion  o f  K ing W i l l ia m 's  Town, the open 
acac ia  g ra ss lan d  on the f la ts  above G raham stown  is  s o m et im es  bright 
with o r a n g e - f l o w e r e d  T r i ton ia s ,  pink g la d io l i  and m agenta  o r  pink 
p e la rgon iu m s . On the heights near the w i r e l e s s  m ast heathland 
succeeds th is , with E r ic a  d e m is s a , E . n e m o ro sa  and som e E. c a f f r a  
prom inent and O ldenburg ia  again on W it teb e rg  ou tcrops. P i e r a m a  
(wind f l o w e r s  o r  wind b e l ls )  appear a lso , and in the deep v a l le y s  the re  
a re  patches o f  ta l l  woodland. On the g r a s s y  s lopes around F r a z e r ' s  
Cam p, Cyrtanthus obliquus is  f a i r l y  com m on  and much B ob a rt ia  but 
the p ro teas  can be found now on ly  away f r o m  the road. L o w e r  down, 
P te r o n ia  incana f l o w e r s  in pa le  y e l lo w  and c l im b in g  p e la rgon iu m s  a re  
com m on  among the scrub and ta l l  succulent woodland o f  Euphorb ias and 
a loes .  On the v a l l e y  f la ts ,  typ ica l  F ish  r i v e r  vege ta t ion  dom inated  by 
the one and a h a l f  m e t r e  ta l l  Euphorbia  bothae is  the ru le ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
on E cca  shale so i l .  'M e s e m s '  a re  com m on , in all  f l o w e r  co lou rs  f r o m  
white o r  y e l lo w  to m agenta . Sneezewood  (P ta e ro x y lo n  ob l iquum ) is 
b r i l l ia n t  red  o r  pink when the new le a v e s  appear in spr ing . Rhigozurn 
(d r ied o r in g )  has br igh t  y e l lo w  trum pet f l o w e r s  c o v e r in g  the low  shrubs, 
Cadaba , a le a f le s s  s e m i - c l im b e r  f l o w e r s  dull red  o r  o range , and the 
w e l l  known P lu m b ago  (blue) and T e c o m a r ia  (Cape honeysuck le  ) can be 
found throughout. M any lab ia tes ,  acanthaceous plants and d a is ie s  
p ro v id e  co lou r  in season  and O xa lts ,  N e m e s ia  and D im orp ho theca  
(white ) c o v e r  the roads ide  toge the r  with the ra p id ly -s p r e a d in g  weed ,
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V erbes in a  (sm a l l  and su n f low er l ik e ) .  Succulents such as c rassu las ,  
co ty ledons, F o c k e a , C e ro p eg ia ,  B ra c h y s te lm a , Pachypod ium  (2 
sp ec ie s ) ,  and lo w -g ro w in g  euphorb ias, abound; Ja tropha , Phyllanthus 
and C lu tia  a re  com m on  wh ile  sm all  t r e e s  o f  P appea  and Bosc ia  
(w its tam ) r is e  above the g e n e ra l  low  l e v e l  o f  the vege ta t ion  which is  
dense excep t w here  it has been o v e r g ra z e d .

It is  e a s ie r  to find S tr e l i t z ia  reg in ae  (c rane  f l o w e r )  and 
E ncepha lartos  by go ing on the F o r t  Beau fort  Road and down P lu to 's  
Va le  and h e re  one a lso  sees  whole h i l ls id e s  sheeted  with P o r tu la c a r ia  
a f r a , conspicuous fo r  its y e l lo w is h - g r e e n  co lou r  and when in f lo w e r ,  
its pink b lo ssom . C ra ssu la  la c t e a , C. po rtu lacea  and the b r i l l ian t  
red  C. f a l c a t a can be seen f a i r l y  r e a d i ly  in p la ces  and a loes  a re  com m on.

The vege ta t ion  is too r ic h  in spec ies  along any of these rou tes  
fo r  m o re  than a few  exam p les  to be g iven, but som e indication  of 
im portan t constituents has been made. Th ose  in te res ted  in fu rther  
d e ta i ls  should consult one of the s e v e ra l  lo ca l  f l o r a s .  Each route 
d iscussed  has so c h a ra c te r is t ic  a f l o r a  that a co l le c t ion  of some 
twenty plants, ga thered  at random  is often in d ica t ive  of the exact a rea  
of co l lec t ion ,  once one knows the plant com m un it ies  w e l l .

' . V- f 

• fu t 0 l»  ~P*310tr. V  U ~ u , ,  f t  f r  i f  ? s
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M A M M A LS  IN THE A L B A N Y  AND BATHURST D ISTRICTS

C .J .  Skead

By com p ar ison  with some 370 b ird  spec ies  found in the d is t r ic ts  o f 
A lbany  and Bathurst, the m am m a l total o f 97 spec ies  which f o r m e r l y  
ex is ted  h e re  has been con s id e rab ly  reduced . T h ir teen  spec ie s  have 
been ex te rm ina ted  in the a rea  s ince the a r r i v a l  o f  the 1820 S ett le rs  
(lion, cheetah, hunting dog, reedbuck, eland, re d  h ar tebees t ,  black 
w ild ebees t ,  buffa lo , warthog, elephant, h ippopotamus, black 
rh in oce ro s  and the c o m p le te ly  extinct quagga), and seven  o thers  a re  
on the v e r g e  o f  ex t inct ion  (brown hyaena, spotted hyaena, leopa rd , ra te l ,  
s e r v a l  cat, k l ip s p r in g e r  and vaal r ibbok ). It is  in te res t in g  to note, 
h ow eve r ,  that in the last  ten y e a r s  indiv idual brown hyaenas, spotted 
hyaenas and leop a rd s  have been k i l le d  by f a r m e r s  in this a rea ,  and 
it is quite p o ss ib le  that the dense bush o f the F ish  r i v e r  v a l l e y  and 
the s m a l le r  r i v e r  v a l le y s  south o f  G raham stown s t i l l  p ro v id es  c o v e r  
and food  fo r  these p red a to rs .

It is  c le a r  that the la r g e  p red a to rs  cannot be to le ra ted  in this 
a rea  by an ag r icu ltu ra l  com m unity  with a la r g e  in te re s t  in stock 
fa rm in g ,  and that elephant, h ippopotamus and black rh in oce ro s  a re  
incom patib le  with in tens ive  cu lt ivation , p a r t ic u la r ly  near r i v e r s ,  but 
it is a m a tte r  fo r  r e g r e t  that so many antelope spec ie s  should have 
been ex te rm ina ted  h e re .  T h e re  is ,  h o w eve r ,  an in c rea s in g  in te res t  in 
gam e stocking, and it m ay  not be long b e fo re  eland, h ar tebees t ,  black 
w ild eb ees t  and w arthog a re  back in reason ab le  num bers .

Some ante lopes a re  r e s t r i c t e d  by th e ir  e c o lo g ic a l  requ irem en ts  
and find it d i f f icu lt  to c o - e x is t  with man in this a rea . The reedbuck 
has a lrea d y  gone, and the k l ip s p r in g e r  is  a lm os t  c e r ta in ly  extinct now, 
although its past h is to ry  is  l i t t le  known. The o r ib i  is much weakened 
in num bers and its range is con trac t ing  s tead i ly  a l l  the t im e . Bathurst 
D is t r ic t  is  the m ain  s tronghold  in the Cape o f  this cha rm ing  buck.
The vaa l r ibbok, which was f a i r l y  com m on  in A lbany  D is t r ic t  at one 
t im e , is now n e a r ly  extinct, o c cu rr in g  on only two fa rm s ,  on the h il ls  
near R ieb eeck  East. The ro o i  r ibbok (mountain reedbuck ) is  holding 
its own, h ow eve r .

The g rysb ok  is s t i l l  r e la t i v e ly  abundant in suitable a reas  o f thick 
bush, but, l ik e  the bushbuck, it su f fe rs  badly f r o m  snaring and f r o m  
f e r a l  dogs. The duiker, blue duiker and steenbok can p robab ly  be 
said to be m ainta in ing th e ir  num bers . The la r g e s t  su rv iv ing  antelope 
in this a rea  is the kudu, and it is in te res t in g  to note that it has 
expanded its range con s id e ra b ly  in the last 20 y e a r s  and is a m a jo r  
p r e y  o f sport hunters . It can be found in k loo fs  on ly  two o r  th ree  
m i le s  f r o m  Graham stown.

The b lesbok , bontebok and gem sbok  have been in troduced  to this 
a rea  in sm all  num bers and all do w e l l .  The bontebok on B o w k e r 's  
fa r m  'T h o m k l o o f  f o r m  an im portan t secon dary  population to the main 
stock at the Bontebok Na t iona l P a rk  at Swellendam . The springbok is
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kept fo r  sport and nowadays can a lm ost  be re g a rd e d  as a d om es t ic  
anim al, but m ost  o f the stocks h e re ,  i f  not a ll ,  have been im p or ted  
f r o m  fu rther  north in the E as te rn  Cape.

The su rv iv in g  cat sp ec ies  could include the s e r v a l ,  but there  
has been no r e c o r d  o f  this an im al in recen t  y e a r s .  The  lynx  (c a ra c a l )  
is  perhaps on the in c rea se ,  much to the d isp lea su re  o f  sm a ll  stock 
fa r m e r s ,  and the w ild  cat is caught now and again in traps  near 
pou ltry  runs. The b la ck - foo ted  cat, a K a r r o o  spec ies ,  is perhaps 
extending its  range  south-east, and can be found on fa r m s  along the 
F ish  r i v e r .  The ja ck a l and fo x  spec ies  a re  s t i l l  r e la t i v e ly  abundant 
in suitable a rea s ,  the b lackbacked  ja cka l be ing the m a jo r  ta rg e t  o f  
stock f a r m e r s '  i r e .  It m ay  be on the dec line ,  and in hunting it, its 
r e la t iv e s  the s i l v e r  ja cka l (Cape fox )  and b a t - e a re d  fox , both o f  which 
a re  extending th e ir  range in n o r th -w es t  A lbany , a re  un fortunate ly  the 
f i r s t  to su ffe r ,  along with the re la ted  aa rdw o lf .  A l l  th ree  o f  these 
spec ie s  a re  la r g e l y  in sec t ivo rou s  and b en e f ic ia l  to the fa r m e r ,  and it 
is r e g re t ta b le  that the " c o y o t e g e t t e r " ,  a p red a to r  con tro l method now 
in com m on  use, is  e n t i r e ly  u nse le c t iv e .  The a a rd w o l f  is now here  
abundant, but is to be seen even up to the ou tsk ir ts  o f  G raham stown, 
and the antbear is  w id esp read  in both d is t r ic ts  although its  nocturnal 
habits ensure that v e r y  few  peop le  can say they have e v e r  seen one.
The bushpig is  w id esp rea d  along th ick ly  wooded  r i v e r s  but m ay  be 
dec lin ing , as f a r m e r s  con s id e r  its  depreda t ions ju s t i fy  frequent hunts.

The v e r v e t  m onkey and the baboon s t i l l  de fy  a ttem pts to outwit 
them  and they can be a con s iderab le  nuisance in o rch a rd s  and f ie ld s ,  
and the rock  dass ie  is on the in c rea se  e v e r y w h e re  due to the o v e rk i l l  
o f sm all  p r ed a to rs  and the ea g le s .  The bush dass ie  is  found in 
g r e a te s t  strength in the thick coasta l f o r e s t s  but can be found inland 
along the banks o f  the G reat  F ish  and Bushman 's r i v e r s .

The two o tte r  sp ec ie s ,  the po leca t ,  the snake w ea se l ,  two genet 
spec ie s  and s ix  m ongoose  sp ec ies  can all su ccess fu l ly  su rv iv e  the 
g e n e ra l  trapp ing cam paigns against p red a to rs ,  but the ra te l  m ay  now 
be extinct in A lbany  and Bathurst.

The tw en ty - th re e  rodent spec ie s  (including the in troduced  house 
m ouse and r a t )  c o m p r is e  two sp ec ies  o f  d o rm ou se , s ix teen  o f  ra ts  
and m ic e ,  two m o le - r a t s ,  the sp r inghare ,  the cane ra t and the 
porcup ine . T h e r e  a re  th ree  la gom orph s ,  the g r e a t  hare ,  the Cape 
hare  and the red  rock  hare; a ll  s eem  to c o - e x is t  s a t is fa c to r i ly  with 
man, i f  not his m o to r  ca r .

In s e c t iv o r e s ,  l ik e  the rodents, a re  in l i t t le  danger and they include 
tw e lv e  bats (two ac tua lly  a re  la rg e  fru it  bats ), one go lden  m o le ,  two 
elephant sh rew s, four shrews and the hedgehog.

Of m a r in e  m a m m a ls ,  the Cape fur sea l s o m e t im es  en ters  the 
es tu a r ies  but does not stay, w h ile  the elephant sea l,  the A n ta rc t ic  
(o r  ' g a z e l l e ' )  sea l, the c rab -ea t in g  and the leop a rd  sea ls  o c ca s io n a l ly  
a r r i v e  on the coast as v e r y  r a r e  vagran ts  f r o m  the ir  A n ta rc t ic  hom es. 
W hales o f  s e v e ra l  spec ies ,  as w e l l  as dolphins, a re  seen o f fsh o re  and 
washed up on the coast f r o m  t im e  to t im e .
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To  su m m a r iz e ,  the A lbany  and Bathurst d is t r ic ts  a re  w e l l -  
endowed with m a m m a ls  and desp ite  the lo s s  o f  the l a r g e r  an im als  
p a r t ic u la r ly  p red a to rs ,  the status o f m ost  spec ie s  is  not at a ll  
unsa t is fac to ry ,  and ser ious  attempts to c o n s e rv e  ex is t ing  spec ies  
and to re - in t ro d u c e  the los t  ones, should m ee t  with success .
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BIRDS IN THE A L B A N Y  AND BATHURST DISTRICTS

C .J .  Skead

Because  the two d is t r ic ts  a re  c lothed with s e v e ra l  d i f fe ren t  ve ld -  
types th e ir  ta l ly  o f  about 370 b ird  spec ies ,  including the coasta l s e a ­
b irds ,  is  high.

North  o f  G raham stown, f r o m  C a r l i s l e  B r id ge  on the C radock  
road  to Hunt's D r i f t  on the K ing W i l l ia m 's  Town road, the dry  
G rea t  F ish  r i v e r  v a l le y  with its  open K a ro o v e ld  and its V a l le y  
Bushveld  m e e ts  the thornve ld  and g rass land s  and sets the southern 
l im i t  o f  s e v e ra l  in land spec ies  such as the G re y -b a ck e d  C is t ic o la ,  
the P i e d  Barbet, the Cape Bunting, the Chanting Goshawk, the 
W h ite - th roa ted  Canary , the C rom b ec  W a rb le r ,  and the K a ro o  Robin.
H e r e  can be seen South A f r i c a ' s  la r g e s t  and sm a l le s t  b ird s ,  the 
O s tr ich  and the Pendu line  T i t  o r  K apokvoe l ,  the la t te r  h a rd ly  la r g e r  
than the f o r m e r 's  eyeba l l .  The O s tr ich ,  once w ild , and la t e r  o f 
g r ea t  econ om ic  im p or tan ce ,  su rv iv e s  now on su ffe rance . The open 
f la ts  hold the th ree  bustards, the K o r i  (uncommon now) the Stanley 
and L u d w ig 's  as w e l l  as the s m a l le r  but v e r y  com m on  B lack Korhaan. 
Blue C ranes  fe e d  the re  in la rg e  f lo ck s  on u in tj ie  (Cyperus  sp. ) bulbs.

The dense v a l le y  bush, h ere  as e ls e w h e re ,  c a r r i e s  the h ighest 
a gg rega te  o f b ird  spec ies ,  m ost  o f  them  inconspicuous, but in a loe 
f lo w e r  in g -sea son s  the M a lach ite ,  G re a te r  Double - c o l la r e d  and 
B lack Sunbirds a re  ac t iv e  e v e ry w h e re .  The beautifu l Cape G lo ssy  
Starling, the P i e d  S tar ling and the F is c a l  F ly c a tc h e r  a re  conspicuous, 
but m ost  o f  the r o b in s ,w a rb le r s  and t i t -b a b b le r s  have to be looked  fo r .

The e a s t -w e s t  mountain r id ge  which sep ara tes  the d ry  inland a rea s  
f r o m  the coas ta l  be lt  o f  h igh er  ra in fa l l  is today so h e a v i ly  g r a z e d  
that it holds l i t t le  in te res t  to the casual o b s e r v e r  beyond R ic h a rd 's  
and P la in -b a c k e d  P ip i t s ,  C row ned  and so m et im es  B la ck -w in ged  P l o v e r s ,  
and an occas ion a l  A n t-ea t in g  Chat. W h e r e v e r  this g ra ss lan d  is le ft  
ungrazed  the long g ra ss  and heathland m acch ia  br ing  in the Cape 
G ra ss b ird ,  the Cape B ishopb ird , an occas iona l L o n g - ta i le d  
W idow b ird , and the W ail in g  C is t ic o la .  P r o t e a  repens near F r a s e r ' s  
Cam p tow ards  Hunt's d r i f t  in the east, and P r o t e a  cyn a ro id es  in the 
Rabbit Bush F o r e s t  R e s e r v e  a p p rox im a te ly  15 km  east o f  G raham stown  
(a p lace  c ry in g  out fo r  con tro l  as a f l o r a l  r e s e r v e )  a re  v is i t e d  by 
Cape Sugarb irds , as a re  the c lu s te r s  o f  L eu co sp e rm u m  and P r o t e a  
repens on the w es te rn  r id ges  between  H igh lands and A l ic e d a le ,  
is o la ted  though these p ro teas  and su garb irds  a re  f r o m  those o f 
th e ir  kind w est  o f  P o r t  E lizabeth .

The v a l le y s  and southern s lopes  o f  this mountain d iv id e  have 
r e l i c t  f o r e s t s  fac ing  the coasta l  p la in  f r o m  Bathurst in the south­
east to A le x an d r ia  in the south-west. H e r e  one can find Knysna 
L o e r i e s ,  N a r ina  T rogon s ,  B lack -headed  O r io le s ,  E m e ra ld  and 
R ed -ch e s ted  (P i e t - m y - v r o u )  Cuckoos, F o r e s t  W e a v e rs  and F o r e s t  
C an a r ie s ,  A f r ic a n  Goshawks and L i t t le  Sparrowhawks.

The Suurveld coasta l s tr ip  with its g r a s s y  p la ins d eep ly  cut by
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r i v e r  v a l le y s  c o v e r e d  in dense bushveld p ro v id e s  conditions so va r ie d  
that m ost  b ird  spec ie s  (apart f r o m  those m entioned  in the d r i e r  F ish  
r i v e r  v a l l e y )  th r iv e  h e re .  In fact,  m ost  coasta l  spec ie s  occu r in the 
k a r r o id  a reas  too, excep t ions  being the T ru m p e te r  H o rn b i l l ,  the 
B la c k -b e l l ie d  Starling , the T rog on ,  the Knysna L o e r i e ,  and the 
C h o r is t e r  Robin. Conspicuous spec ies  a re  the S e c r e ta r y -b i r d ,  the 
C row n ed  G u inea - fow l,  the sw a llow s and sw ifts ,  the m ig r a to r y  White 
Storks a n d L e s s e r  K e s t r e l s ,  the res id en t  Rock  K e s t r e l  and Lanner 
Fa lcon , the C row n ed  P l o v e r  and the Hadedah Ib is . Down the y e a r s  
the Hadedah has extended its  range  fa r  in land w h ile  the Catt le  E g re t  
f r o m  being a r a r e  vagran t has in c rea se d  g r e a t ly  s ince the e a r ly  1930's.

In the bush a re  many sm a ll  spec ies  such as S treaky-headed  and 
Bu lly  C a n a r ie s ,  Som bre  and B la c k -e y e d  Bulbuls, Cape and W hite- 
b row ed  Robins, Boubou and Tch a g ra  Shrikes. O f the m ig r a to r y  
cuckoos, the B lack , Jacobin, D id r ic  and K la a s '  Cuckoos a re  the 
com m onest .

Spec ies  no lon ge r ,  o r  v e r y  r a r e ly ,  seen in A lbany  and Bathurst 
a re  the Cape Vulture, the Egyptian  Vulture and the B a te leu r  E ag le ,  
but many o ther  spec ie s  fluctuate so w id e ly  in the ir  vagran t patterns 
that they a re  not s t r ic t ly  b ird s  o f  this reg ion . O th e rw ise  the b irds  
as a whole have not ye t  su f fe red  any r e a l  l o s s e s  such as those in f l ic ted  
on the m a m m a ls .  The Black, M a r t ia l  and C row n ed  E ag le s  s t i l l  occu r,  
i f  in d im in ish ing num bers , and in ev itab ly  fac ing  ex te rm ina t ion  in the 
nam e o f  p r o g r e s s  with the p assage  o f  t im e . T h e ir  t e r r i t o r i e s  a re  too w ide 
fo r  any gam e r e s e r v e  to c la im  them as its own and o f f e r  them  
protec t ion .

A long  the coast, the scaveng ing  B la ck -b ack ed  Gull is e v e ry w h e re ,  
the te rn s  (som e  as m ig ran ts  f r o m  E urope ) and co rm oran ts  fish  in the 
gu l l ie s  and es tu a r ie s .  In the lagoons G re a te r  and L e s s e r  F lam in goes  
appear f r o m  t im e  to t im e . W a te r fo w l  a re  p o o r ly  r e p res en ted ,  but 
the two d is t r ic ts  have tw e lv e  duck and th ree  goose  sp ec ie s ,  as w e l l  
as Spoonbills, B lack and Wood Storks, Stilts , K in g f is h e r s  and 
w ad ers .  The S acred  Ib is  and the B lacksm ith  P l o v e r  a re  n ew c o m e rs  
but in sm a ll  num bers.

Tw o  in troduced  sp ec ie s ,  now accep ted  as part o f  South A f r i c a ' s  
avifauna, the European S tar l ing  and the House Sparrow , a re  w e l l -  
es tab l ish ed  in towns and v i l la g e s .  Th ey  m ay  ye t  be jo in ed  by a 
th ird, the Indian Mynah, a l r ea d y  as fa r  south as P o r t  St.John's in 
Pondoland.
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FISH R IV E R  V A L L E Y  E X C U R SIO N : R O U T E  G UID E

The num bers  in the text c o r r e sp o n d  to those along the suggested  route 
in F ig  9 and a re  intended to focus the r e a d e r 's  attention on se le c ted  
fea tu res .

1. On the ou tsk ir ts  o f the built up a rea  o f the town one obtains 
good v iew s  o f  the F ingo  V i l la g e  and F o r t  England, both o f  which 
have been d iscussed  under the G raham stown excu rs ion .

The m e m o r ia l  on the northern  side o f  the road  r e c o r d s  the 
attack in 1819 on G raham stown by the Xhosa le a d e r  Makana.

The fo ld  r id ges  o f  the Cape System  a re  c l e a r ly  seen on e ith er  
side o f  the B loukrans v a l l e y  in which tem p era tu re  in ve rs ion s  
occu r during the w in te r  months.

2. Between  the ou tsk ir ts  o f  the town and the road  junction to F o r t  
Beau fo rt  the route passes  M akana 's  Kop loca tion  and an industr ia l  
a rea  la id  out by the M un ic ipa lity .  Both a re  on the northern  side 
o f  the road.

G eo lo g ic a l  and g e om orp h o lo g ica l  in te res t  fo cu ses  on the G ra h a m s ­
town e ros ion  surface  with its  white c lays  (seen  in cuttings and 
p its )  and s i l c r e t e  capping.

L ow  w oody shrubs and bushes occu r toge the r  with many a loes ,  
and in season the re  a re  num erous bulbous f l o w e r s  such as 
M o ra ea ,  B ru nsv ig ia  and F r e e s ia .  P a tch es  o f indigenous fo r e s t  
can be seen on the south fac ing  s lopes  be low  the F . M . mast.

3. F r o m  the F o r t  Beau fort  road junction to the And rew  Geddes Bain 
Monument (at the C o m m it te e s  D r i f t  fo rk )  many in te res t in g  spec ie s  
o f  plants m ay  be seen; these include B obart ia  in d ica , C h ry so com a  
tenu ifo l ia  (b it te r  K a r r o o  bush, an ind ica tor  o f  o v e r g r a z in g ) ,  
C h rysan th em o ides  m o n i l i f e r a , E r icceph a lu s  a fr icanus (cotton 
bush), P e la r g o n iu m  radula, P o ly g a la  m y r t i f o l i a , and Carpobro tus  
edulis  (H otten tot 's  f ig ) .

F r o m  the c r e s t  o f  the r id ge  a good v iew  o f  the esca rp m en t  is 
obtained. East o f  the W in te rb e rg  (2371m) a re  the K a tb e rg  
(1831m), G a ik a 's  Kop (1963m) and the Hogsback  (1939m). The 
old house c lo se  to the road was f o r m e r l y  a hotel and the f i r s t  
posting stage out o f G raham stown and is  known as Botha 's  P o s t .
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A n d rew  Geddes Bain (1797-1864) was re sp on s ib le  fo r  constructing  
the Queen 's  Road f r o m  G raham stown to F o r t  B eau fo rt  (1837-1845) 
as w e l l  as the road  v ia  P lu to 's  V a le  to C o m m it te e s  D r i f t .  Bain 
was a man o f m any pa rts  - harness  m ak e r ,  t ra d e r ,  road  eng ineer ,  
g e o lo g is t  and author. He produced  the f i r s t  g e o lo g ic a l  map o f 
South A f r i c a  in 1852 and w ro te  K aa t j ie  K ek k e lb ek , in A fr ik aan s .
"T h e  monument on E cca  H eigh ts  was e r e c t e d  through the 
in te rven t ion  o f P r o f e s s o r  J. V. L .  Renn ie  who was a lso  re sp on s ib le  
fo r  the re ins ta tem en t  o f the nam es E cca  Pviver, E cca  H eights  
and E cca  P a s s  on o f f i c ia l  maps. "  (O b e rh o ls t e r , 1972 p. 155 ).

The E cca  P a s s  cuttings just past the Monument, show good 
exposu res  o f Dwyka and E cca  sed im ents .

4. The route f r o m  the A n d rew  Geddes Bain Monument to C om m it tee s  
D r i f t  p asses  through the t yp ic a l ly  sem isuccu len t spiny low  fo r e s t  
g row th  found on the s lopes o f  the F ish  r i v e r  v a l l e y .  The plant 
spec ies  a re  d iscussed  in m o re  deta il under the section  dealing 
with the V egeta t ion  o f  the G raham stown  A re a .

The church at C o m m it te e s ,  built in 1888, has r e c e n t ly  been d e ­
consecra ted .  The fa rm hou se  was o r ig in a l ly  a hote l when 
C o m m it te e s  was a lso  a posting stage. The b r id ge ,  known as 
the Clough B r id ge ,  was built in 1877 and is  s t i l l  in use. F loods  
in M arch  1974 caused trem endous dam age throughout the F ish  
r i v e r  v a l le y ,  the r i v e r  w a te rs  c o v e r in g  the b r id ge  and f lood ing  
the p o l ic e  station, but the b r id ge  held. Va luab le  fa rm lands  w e r e  
d es troy ed  and the le v e l  the w a te r  reached  is s t i l l  m a rk ed  by the 
l ine o f sand depos its  and the uprooting o f  the vegeta t ion .

The o r ig in  o f  the nam e C o m m it te e s  is  obscu re .  One suggest ion  
is that it is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  the co rrup t ion  o f  the A fr ik aan s  w ord  
'K o m m e t j i e s ' ,  o r  its  Dutch equ iva lent, m ean ing sm a l l  basins o r  
h o l low s .

It is on the C iske ian  side of C om m it tee s  D r i f t  that the G overnm ent 
intends estab lish ing a p r e s t ig e  town to rehouse  the A fr ic a n s  p resen t ly  
l iv in g  in the F ingo  V i l la g e  in G raham stown, and to fo r m  a p oss ib le  
grow th  point fo r  industr ia l deve lopm en t.  The o r ig in a l  intention to 
house up to 200 000 peop le  has been r e v is e d  and a sm a l le r  town is 
now planned. The p ro je c t  w i l l  be con tro l led  by the Cape M idlands 
Bantu A f fa i r s  A d m in is t ra t ion  Board  but a start  is u n lik e ly  to be 
made b e fo r e  1977. U n less  fu ll  em p loym en t can be assu red  v e r y  
se r iou s  p rob le m s  of t ran sp o rt  w i l l  con front those who continue to 
be em p loyed  in G raham stown . M o r e o v e r  the p ro je c t  has resu lted  
in the lo s s  of f r e eh o ld  r igh ts  fo r  those p erson s  l iv in g  in the F ingo  
V i l la ge .

A  short d istance along the road  to Hunt's D r i f t ,  the re  is an 
ex ce l len t  exam ple  o f  an undercut s lope fo rm e d  by the G reat 
F ish  r i v e r .  During the f lood s  in M arch  1974 the road  at the 
base o f  the slop was d es troy ed  and fu rther  undercutting by the 
r i v e r  p rec ip i ta ted  two sm all  r o ck s l id e s .  The s lope above the 
r i v e r ,  deve lop ed  on E cca  shales, is  e x t r e m e ly  unstable and the 
m ovem en t  o f  m a te r ia l  on it is both frequent and r e a d i ly  not iceab le .
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F IGURE 9



5. D ir e c t ly  a f te r  c ro s s in g  the G rea t  F ish  r i v e r  on the route to 
B reak fa s t  V le i ,  the road  fo rm s  the northern  boundary o f 
T y e fu 's  ' L a l i '  which is  one o f  the la r g e s t  in the C is k e i .  L a l i  
is  the Xhosa w ord  f o r  an adm in is t ra t iv e  w a rd  cons is t ing  o f  a 
se tt lem ent v i l la g e  with its a sso c ia ted  a g r icu ltu ra l  and g ra z in g  
a rea s .  T y e fu 's  L a l i  with its s ca t te red  pattern  o f  se tt lem ent 
con tras ts  s tron g ly  with those that have been rep lanned on the 
bas is  o f  the econom ic  unit. To  the su p er f ic ia l  o b s e r v e r  
A f r ic a n  a reas  m ay  appear boring , hom ogeneous and u n d i f fe ren ­
t ia ted  in ch a ra c te r .  If , h o w eve r ,  ob se rva t ion  is  sharpened and 
fo cu ssed  on m ic ro  d i f fe ren t ia t ion s  then A f r ic a n  a rea s  p ro v id e  a 
g r e a t  deal o f in te res t .  A ccu ltu ra t ion  p ro c e s s e s  a re  r e f l e c t e d  
in spatia l patterns and types o f  land use, transporta t ion , 
housing, building m a te r ia l  and land tenure sys tem s .

Between  C o m m it te e s  and B reak fa s t  V le i ,  w h ere  the route 
leads  out o f  the F ish  r i v e r  v a l le y ,  the vege ta t ion  has been 
not iceab ly  a l t e r e d  by m an 's  a c t iv i t ie s .

A t B reak fas t  V le i  th e re  used to be a hote l but today there  
is on ly  a trad ing  s to re .  H e r e  one has the cho ice  o f  two 
routes back to Graham stown. The route v ia  P ed d ie  is  shown 
in F ig  9 but that v ia  A l i c e  and F o r t  Beau fort  is not shown on 
the map. The la t te r  has a good road  and p ro v id es  an a t tra c t iv e  
a lte rn a t iv e .

6. I f  the route v ia  P e d d ie  is  taken the main  points o f in te res t  
a re  su m m a r ized  be low .

a) The pan oram ic  v iew s  between  B rea k fa s t  V le i  and P ed d ie  w here  
the road  fo l lo w s  the w a te rsh ed  between  the G reat  F ish  and 
K e is k a m m a  r i v e r s .

b) The loca tion  o f  the A fr ic a n  se tt lem en ts  on the tops o f  the h i l ls .

c) The M ilkw ood  (Umqwashu) T r e e  near B rea k fa s t  V le i  w here  in 
M ay  1835 the F ingo  peop le  a f f i rm e d  th e ir  lo ya lty  to the B r it ish  
K ing a fte r  being m oved  to the a rea  by Sir Ben jam in  D 'U rban .

d) On the w a te rsh ed  above the F ish  r i v e r  v a l l e y  the vege ta t ion  is 
m o re  savannah - l ik e .  H o w e v e r  the encroachm ent o f  w eedy  
su b -c l im a x  spec ie s  is  n o t iceab le  on account o f  o v e r g ra z in g .
N e a r  Hunt's D r i f t  the F ish  r i v e r  scrub as p r e v io u s ly  d es c r ib e d  
is  once again encountered. N e a r  the w i r e l e s s  m asts  the 
vege ta t ion  is h ow eve r ,  o f  e r ic o id  heath type (m acch ia  o r  fynbos).

e) H is to r ic a l  in te re s t  in fo cu ssed  on T r o m p e t t e r 's  D r i f t  and the 
s ignal tow e rs  at P e d d ie ,  F r a s e r ' s  Cam p and G o v e rn o r 's  Kop, 
a l l  o f  which have been d iscussed  in an e a r l i e r  sec tion  o f  the 
b rochure .

f )  A  short detour o f f  the national road near F r a s e r ' s  Cam p re v e a ls  
some a t tra c t iv e  v iew s  o f  the Coom bs v a l le y .
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g) The fo ld  r id ge  on which the F . M . m ast is  lo ca ted  is the w a te rsh ed  
between  the F ish  and the K ow ie  r i v e r s .  A lon g  this sec tion  o f 
the route good v iew s  a re  obtained o f the F ish  r i v e r  v a l l e y  to the 
north and the coasta l p la in  and the coasta l  sand dunes to the south. 
The B loukrans ra i lw a y  b r id ge  can a lso  be seen f r o m  cer ta in  
sections o f  the road.

The c i r c u la r  tour is com p le ted  w here  the F o r t  Beau fort  road 
jo ins  the national road, sh or t ly  b e fo r e  G raham stown  is reached .

7. I f  the route back to G raham stown v ia  A l i c e  and F o r t  Beau fort  
is  taken the main points of in te res t  a re  su m m a r iz ed  be low .

a) A  short d istance on the K ing W i l l ia m 's  Town side o f  Debe Nek 
is D im basa, which was s tarted  in 1966 as a tran s it  cam p fo r  
peop le  who w e re  being m oved  out o f  the slum a reas  around towns. 
It was a lso  es tab lished  to accom m odate  any pen s ion e rs  who w e re  
being re s e t t le d  in the Hom eland. The ra ison  d 'e t r e  fo r  the 
sett lem ent has r e c e n t ly  been changed and it is  now being planned 
as an A f r ic a n  urban township. The re le van t  fac ts  about D im basa  
a re  as fo l lo w s : -

i) The tota l population num bers  8620. T h e re  a re  406 1 
adults o f  w ork ing  age, 3459 ch ild ren  and 1100 pen s ione rs .

i i )  T h e re  a re  1223 housing units, a ll  b r ick  under asbes tos .  
Houses m ay  be h ired  o r  purchased . T h e re  a re  a lso  
p lots fo r  sale at a cash p r ic e  o f R21.

i i i )  The two fa c to r ie s  in the town, owned by the Xhosa 
D eve lopm en t  C o rp ora t ion ,  p ro v id e  em p loym en t fo r  
40 peop le .

iv )  60% o f the total in com e o f the peop le  is d e r iv e d  f r o m  
wage - em p loym en t in K ing W i l l ia m 's  Town, 30% f r o m  
m ig ran t  la b o u re rs ,  5% f r o m  va r iou s  f o rm s  o f em p loym en t 
in D im basa  and 5% f r o m  pension m on ies .

v )  T h e re  a re  th ree  lo w e r  p r im a r y  and two h igher  p r im a ry  
schools ; and one secondary  school. 93% o f the ch ild ren  
o f  sch oo l-go in g  age attend c la sses .

v i )  As no one is a l low ed  to keep any l iv e s to c k  o r  fa rm  
a g r icu ltu ra l  land the township has no ru ra l  e lem en t.

b) The educational cen tre  o f  F o r t  H are  owes  its o r ig in  to a fo r t
constructed  there  in 1846. H igh er  education in the town began 
in 1916. In I960 the U n iv e rs i ty  C o l le g e  was ass igned  to the 
M in is t e r  o f  Bantu Education and in 1970 it b ecam e an autonomous 
u n iv e rs i ty .  In 1974 there  w e r e  1050 students com pared  with 6 13 
in 1970^ 35% o f  the academ ic  sta ff  and 40% o f the ad m in is t ra t iv e
sta f f  a re  b lack.

c) A l i c e  was es tab l ished  in 1847 as a c en tre  to supply the g a r r is o n
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at F o r t  H are .  It was nam ed a fte r  P r in c e s s  A l i c e  the daughter 
o f Queen V ic to r ia .  The Xhosa  nam e ' Id ik en i '  means the 
m arsh es .  In 1970 the urban population num bered  783 whites ,
6 l6  co lou reds  and 8 A s ians .

d) F o r t  Beau fort ,  situated on a m ean der  o f  the Kat r i v e r ,  was 
es tab lished  as a m i l i t a r y  post in 1822. The M a r t e l lo  T o w e r  
fo rm e d  part o f the fo r t i f ic a t io n s  constructed  a fte r  the Sixth 
Xhosa W ar o f 1834-35. The town is  w e l l  known fo r  its  ex ce l len t  
museum.

The c ir c u la r  tour is  com p le ted  w here  the road  f r o m  F o r t  Beau fort  
to G raham stown reach es  the tu rn -o f f  to C o m m it te e s  D r i f t  at the 
A nd rew  Geddes Bain Monument.

Trompetter’s Drift Fort Illustrated London News
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G R A H A M S T O W N  E X C U R S IO N : R O U T E  G U ID E

The num bers  in the text c o r r e sp o n d  to those along the suggested  route 
in F ig  11 and a re  intended to focus the r e a d e r 's  attention on se le c ted  
fea tu res .

1. In 1822 L o rd  C h a r le s  S om erse t  p r o c la im e d  G raham stown  as the 
seat o f  the landdrost fo r  the A lbany  D is t r ic t .  A  start was m ade 
with building the D ros td y  but due to num erous de lays  and 
d i f f icu lt ie s  it was not com p le ted  until 1830. D uring this p e r io d  
two con tra c to rs  who had undertaken the w ork  w e r e  d ec la red  
inso lven t. One was P i e t  R e t ie f  who had p layed  a la r g e  part in 
the des ign  o f  the building. The D ros td y  was n eve r  occup ied  by 
the landdrost. A f t e r  com p le t ion  it was used  to p rov id e  
accom m odation  fo r  Judges on c ir cu it  but was soon con ve r ted  
into o f f i c e r s '  q u a r te rs  and s e r v e d  as such until 1873 when it 
b ecam e a public school. L a te r  it b ecam e part o f  Rhodes 
U n iv e rs i ty .  In 1935 the D ros td y  was d em o lished  and re p la ced  
by the p resen t  Main  Build ing o f  the U n iv e rs i ty .

2.

Between  1835 and 1838 m i l i t a r y  
b a r ra ck s  w e r e  built next to the 
D ros tdy .  During this t im e  a 
m i l i t a r y  p rovos t ,  o r  p r ison , was 
built as w e l l  as a m i l i t a r y  
hosp ita l.  The D ros td y  gate 
which fo rm e d  the en trance to the 
m i l i t a r y  s ite  and the parade 
ground was built in 1842. In 
1864 the hosp ita l building was 
used by the Cape P a r l ia m e n t  on 
the one and on ly  o ccas ion  it m et 
outside Cape Town. ( T h e  o f f ic ia l  
opening o f  this event took p lace  
in the Shaw H a ll  in High Street ) .  
The o ld  m i l i t a r y  hosp ita l building 
now fo rm s  part o f  the D e p a r t ­
ment o f  Botany at Rhodes U n i­
v e r s i t y .

Plan of the Old Provost
F r o m  L e w c o c k ,  R .

The Botan ica l G ardens w e r e  s tarted  in the 1850's and a re  the 
second o ldes t  in South A f r i c a .

F o r t  Selwyn on G un fire  H i l l  was constructed  to p ro te c t  the D rostdy  
com p lex . The s ta r-sh aped  fo r t  is dw arfed  by the 1820 S e t t le rs  
Nationa l Monument.

On the w es te rn  ou tsk ir ts  o f  the town a re  the new c e m e te r y ,  the 
new gaol and the p ow er  station.

En route to H ow ison 's  P o o r t  one should note the fo l low in g :

a) the nature r e s e r v e  which con tras ts  s t ron g ly  with the 
surrounding encroachm ent o f  exo t ic  t r e e  spec ies ;
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b) the Jupiter R e s e a rc h  station run by the P h y s ic s  D epartm en t 
at Rhodes U n iv e rs i ty ;

c )  the sm a ll  p e r i -u rb a n  holdings;

d) the ev id ence  o f  sm all  fo lds  in the rocks  exposed  
in the road  cuttings;

e) the contact between  the B okkeve ld  shales and 
W itteb e rg  qu ar tz ite s ,  a m a jo r  synclina l s tructure , 
and a fo rm a t ion  o f carbonaceous shales near the 
B e rg  and P a lm ie t  r i v e r s ;

f )  the sharp contras t w here  the main  road  c r o s s e s  the 
P a lm ie t  r i v e r  between the n a r ro w  v a l le y  cut in 
W it teb e rg  qu ar tz ite  and the m o re  open f o r m  o f the 
v a l l e y  dow nstream  w here  the Bokkeve ld  sha les  occur;

g )  the H ow ison 's  P o o r t  D am  f r o m  which w a te r  is  pumped 
to G raham stown - S e t t le r 's  Dam is a c c e s s ib le  f r o m  
the Sa lem  road;

h) the Thom as Baines Na tu re  R e s e r v e  is v is ib le  f r o m  
the poort  but a cce s s  is a lso  f r o m  the Sa lem  road.

i )  the o ld road  which is lo ca ted  be low  the presen t 
national road.

A  road  through H o w is on 's  P o o r t  was constructed  in 1837 to im p ro ve  
the com m unication  link with P o r t  E l izabeth . A le x an d e r  H ow ison  
was co m m iss io n ed  to build the road. T o l l s  w e r e  c o l le c te d  at 
Waainek on the o ld  road  and the fo l low in g  w e r e  re p re s en ta t iv e  
ch a rges :

ld  per  h orse  draw ing a veh ic le ;
2d per  h orse  not d raw ing a veh ic le ;
2d p e r  whee l p e r  v eh ic le  i f  f i t ted  with a brake;
6d per  whee l p e r  v eh ic le  i f  not f i t ted  with a brake

3. The route a long Mountain D r iv e  fo l low s  the c r e s t  o f  a fo ld  r id ge  
and on a c le a r  day the sea and the coasta l sand dunes a re  c le a r ly  
v is ib le  w h ile  in land the W in te rb e rg  e sca rp m en t  fo rm s  a prom inen t 
phys ica l  fea tu re .  East o f  the W in te rb e rg  (2371m) a re  the K a tberg  
(1831m), G a ika 's  Kop (1963m) and the H ogsback  (1939m). The 
A m a to la s  can be seen in the d istance. Good v iew s  o f  the town 
a re  a lso  obtained.

A s  the town is approached  the fo l low in g  fea tu res  a re  p assed :-

a) G re y  R e s e r v o i r  cons tructed  in 1861,
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b) a sm all  saw m i l l ,

c )  a w a te r  m i l l  planned as a tou r is t  attract ion , and

d) the ca ravan  park and site fo r  park hom es .

4. A long  this section  o f  the route in te res t  fo cu ses  on bu ild ings and 
the beauty o f  High S treet, su re ly  one o f  the f in es t  m ain  s t re e ts  in 
the country. Hooking w es tw a rd s  f r o m  the C a thedra l  situated in 
Church Square the v iew  e m b ra ces  the cen tra l  is land  with its  cycads  
and f lo w e r in g  t r e e s  including the k a f f i rb oom , A u s tra l ian  f la m e  and 
Cape chestnut; the beauty o f  the many o ld  build ings; the D ros td y  
Gate and Rhodes U n iv e rs i ty .  The southern side o f  H igh S treet 
between  H i l l  and Bathurst S treets  is  the f in es t  exam p le  in South 
A f r i c a  o f  la te  19th and e a r ly  20th cen tury  shopping fa cades .

5. The a re a  bounded by H igh, Cobden, B eau fo rt  and Bathurst S treets  
has m any fasc ina t ing  fea tu res  - n a r ro w  s t re e ts ,  old houses ( e . g .  
M acdonald  S treet co t tages ) ,  cobble gu tters  and wagon stones 
p laced  at s tre e t  c o rn e rs  to p ro tec t  p ro p e r t ie s  f r o m  wagons taking 
the c o rn e rs  too sharp ly . In te rm s  o f  the Group A r e a s  A c t  this
is  an undeterm ined  a rea  in which a l l  r a c ia l  groups except A f r ic a n s  
l i v e .  In t e rm s  o f  deve lopm ent this a rea  was f r o z e n  in 1970 until 
such t im e  as a dec is ion  about its future is reached . M eanw hile  
spec ia l  p e rm is s io n  is  needed to subdivide e r fs  o r  change the use 
o f  any building. 46% o f  the a rea  is c la s s i f i e d  as re s id en t ia l ,  
but o ther  fo rm s  o f  land use in the a rea  include shops, ga ra g es ,  
w arehou ses , m ark e t  gardens and light industry.

6. The beacon which fo rm e d  the bas is  fo r  the su rvey  o f  the s e t t le r  
fa rm s  in the d is t r ic t ,  is on the m ark e t  square. T ow ard s  the 
end o f  the 1820's the p resen t  m ark e t  square was la id  out and soon 
re p la ced  Church Square as the p lace  o f  exchange fo r  i v o r y ,  h ides 
w oo l and fa r m  produce in g en e ra l .  The la r g e  G eo rg ia n  houses 
that flank the square te s t i fy  to the deve lopm en t o f  a se le c t  
r e s id en t ia l  a rea  near the m arket .

7. To  the w est  o f  the m a rk e t  square is  the o ld  a r t isan  qu ar te r  cen tred  
on A r t i f i c e r s '  Square. The in c reas in g  num ber o f  s e t t le r s  m ov ing  
into G raham stown  during and a fte r  1823 led  to the construction
o f two n a r ro w  s tre e ts  at r igh t ang les  to each o ther  in o rd e r  to 
d iv id e  a la r g e r  b lock o f  the town g r id .  The lo ts  m ade ava i lab le  
h e re  w e r e  v e r y  sm a ll .  "A nd  in o rd e r  to ensure  a separa te  
ch a ra c te r  in this qu ar ter  the c o rn e r s  o f  the c r o s s  s t r e e ts  at the 
cen tre  w e re  cut back to fo r m  a po lygona l open square, a fine 
star focus to the whole. "  (L e w c o c k  1963 p. 402) Many o f  the o ld  
bu ild ings in this a rea  have been r e s to r e d  in recen t y e a r s .  C r o s s  
and B ar th o lom ew  S tree ts  contain a re p re s e n ta t iv e  c r o s s - s e c t io n  
o f  the 1820 S ett le r  a rch ite c tu ra l  s ty le s .  The Cape in fluence is 
seen in the f l a t - r o o f e d  d o u b le -s to rey ed  bu ild ings, the B r it ish  
in fluence in the p r e fe r e n c e  fo r  p itched ro o fs .
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A typical Settler cottage
F r o m  L e w c o c k ,  R

8. a) F o r t  England b ecam e a m enta l hosp ita l in 1875.
Its  o r ig in  dates back to a dec is ion  in 1815 to m ove  
the b a rra ck s  f r o m  the cen tre  o f town.

b) To the w est  o f  lo w e r  Y o rk  S treet the re  is a 
m un ic ipa l housing schem e.

c) R es id en t ia l  deve lopm en t is  planned fo r  the 
fla t  ground in the v a l l e y  - c l e a r ly  f lood ing  
the dra inage  w i l l  be m a jo r  p rob le m s  that 
need  solutions.

d) At the eas te rn  end o f M ark e t  S treet th e re  is 
a sub -econ om ic  housing schem e fo r  whites .

e) B e fo r e  c r o s s in g  the ra i lw a y  l ine  the route 
passes  through the a rea  that has been 
p roposed  fo r  A s ia t ic  occupation  under 
the Group A r e a s  Act.

9. The F in goes  who had f le d  f r o m  the im p is  o f  D ing isw ayo  and Shaka 
se tt led  in the P ed d ie  d is t r ic t  a f te r  the Sixth Xhosa  W ar (1834-35). 
F ingo  l e v i e s  w e r e  r a is e d  to figh t the Xhosa in 1846 and 1850-53, 
and to m ark  the ir  lo ya lty  S ir G eo rg e  G r e y  in 1855 granted  fr e eh o ld  
t i t le  to F in goes  in what has becom e known as the F ingo  V i l la g e .
P lo t s  w e r e  sold fo r  £ 1 s te r l in g  and no one was p e rm it te d  to own 
m o re  than one e r f .  T h ree  hundred and twenty t i t le s  w e r e  granted. 
T o d a y  A fr ic a n s  own the m a jo r i t y  o f  the p lo ts  though not a l l  a re  
descended f r o m  the o r ig in a l  t i t le  h o ld e rs ;  a few  a re  owned by other 
non-white  r a c ia l  groups . The F ingo  V i l la g e  has been zoned  as a 
C o lou red  Group A r e a  and it is the G ove rn m e n t 's  intention to m ove  
the F in goes  to a town at C o m m it te e s  on the F ish  r i v e r  som e 45km 
f r o m  G raham stown. In both the F ingo  V i l la g e  and the Tanty i 
lo ca t ion  one should note the condition o f the s tre e ts ,  the 'e x ten s ion s ' 
to the houses, the lack o f fa c i l i t i e s  fo r  the co l le c t ion  o f  ga rbage  and 
the d is tr ibu tion  o f taps and public phone booths.

10. Th is  sec tion  o f  the route, fo r  which a p e rm it  is  requ ir ed ,  goes  
through the Tan ty i and M akana 's  Kop lo ca t ion s . Outside the 
F ingo  V i l la g e  A fr ic a n s  can own hom es  but not land. Unlike 
conditions in many other lo ca tions , in Tanty i, it is p o ss ib le  to
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rent e ith er  econom ic  houses f r o m  the A u th o r i t ie s  o r  just the 
e r f .  In the la t te r  case  the le s s e e  is  en tit led  to construct 
bu ild ings which he m ay  sub-let .

11. In the C o lou red  A r e a  a l l  types o f  housing a re  found, including 
p r iv a te ,e c o n o m ic  and sub -econ om ic  schem es .

12. F r o m  the C u r r i e  P a rk  a rea  the re  a re  good v iew s  o f  the new 
G ra em e  C o l le g e ,  the new suburb o f  S om erse t  H e igh ts  and 
Oatlands House, built in 1823 by Captain H en ry  S om erse t ,  son 
o f  the G o ve rn o r ,  L o rd  C h a r le s  S om erse t .  The  shooting lodge  
is  a lso  s t i l l  in ex is tence .

13. In the 1820's N ew  S tree t  b ecam e the t r a d e s m e n 's  qu ar te r .  The  
s tre e t  contains som e o f  the e a r l i e s t  s e t t le r  houses. L ik e  the 
' f r o z e n '  zone (5) land use and r e s id en t ia l  pa tterns  a re  m ixed . 
T h e re  a re  a lso  many houses that have been a t t r a c t iv e ly  renovated .

14. Specia l fea tu res  o f  the suburb o f  W es th i l l  a re :

a) St. A n d re w 's  C o l le g e  and the D iocesan  School fo r  G ir ls ,

b) a v e r y  o ld  p os t -b ox  on the c o rn e r  o f  W o r c e s t e r  S treet 
and C radock  Road dating back to the 1850's and

c) som e la r g e  houses in W o r c e s t e r  S treet, many of which 
w e re  built at the end o f  the 19th o r  e a r ly  20th century.

15. In addition to the F acu lt ie s  o f  A r t s ,  C o m m e rc e ,  D iv in ity ,
Education, Law , Science and Socia l Sc ience , Rhodes U n iv e rs i ty  
has a num ber o f  r e s e a rc h  institu tes. T h ese  a re  the Institu tes 
fo r  Soc ia l and E con om ic  R es ea rch ,  the L e a th e r  Industr ies  R es ea rch  
Institute, Rhodes Institute fo r  F r e s h w a te r  Studies, The  J . L . B .  
Smith Institute o f  Ich thyo logy , the T ick  R e s e a rc h  Unit and 
Institute fo r  the Study o f  English  in A f r i c a .  Rhodes U n iv e rs i t y  
is  r e p re s en ted  on the B oard  o f  the N a t iona l E ng lish  Documentation  
C en tre  which has its  h eadqu ar te rs  at the 1820 S e t t le rs  Nationa l 
Monument. The C en tre  s p e c ia l i z e s  in South A fr ic a n  l i t e r a r y  
m anuscr ip ts  and contains the English  In s t itu te 's  Th om as  P r in g l e  
C o l le c t ion .  The C o ry  L ib r a r y  fo r  h is to r ic a l  r e s e a r c h  is housed 
in the main  U n iv e rs i ty  L ib r a r y .  Much o f  the r e s e a r c h  undertaken 
at the U n iv e rs i ty  r e c e iv e s  f inanc ia l support f r o m  bod ies  such as 
the Council fo r  S c ien ti f ic  and Industr ia l  R es ea rch ,  the Human 
Sc iences  R e s e a rc h  Council,  the W ater  R e s e a rc h  C o m m is s io n  and 
the Departm ent of P lanning.

Student num bers  have shown a steady in c re a s e  in re cen t  y e a r s  and 
in 1973 the re  w e r e  2203 students r e g is t e r e d  at the U n iv e rs i ty .
53% o f the students cam e fr o m  the Cape P r o v in c e ,  16% f r o m  the 
T ran sva a l ,  7% f r o m  Nata l,  2% f r o m  the O range F r e e  State, and 
2% f r o m  South W est A f r i c a .  16% of the students cam e f r o m
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Rhodes ia  and the re m a in d e r  f r o m  other A fr ic a n  T e r r i t o r i e s  and 
f r o m  countr ies  o v e r s e a s .  T w o - th ird s  o f  the students l i v e  in the 
U n iv e r s i t y  R es id en ces .

C lo s e  to the D ros td y  Gate stand the two bu ild ings o f  the A lbany 
M useum , the Na tu ra l  H is t o r y  M useum  (which a lso  includes 
a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  and ethno log ica l exhib its ), and the 1820 S e t t le rs '  
M e m o r ia l  M useum , with beau tifu l ly  a r ran ged  exh ib its  o f  many 
aspec ts  o f  B r it ish  S ett le r  l i f e  in South A f r i c a .  In addition to 
the m a te r ia l  on d isp lay , the A lbany  M useum  houses s e v e ra l  
va luable study c o l le c t io n s .  Th ese  include, in te r  a l ia , an 
ex ce l len t  co l le c t ion  o f  h is to r ic a l  m a te r ia l ,  the Nat iona l C o l le c t io n  
o f  F r e s h w a te r  O rga n ism s ,  f r e s h w a te r  f ish  and amphibians, as 
w e l l  as ex tens ive  c o l le c t ion s  o f  land in sec ts  and indigenous plants.
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