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It coujd be arrued that =211 energies should be direc-
ted to the eliminaticn ¢f such cbstacles. Merriman did no
deny this, but in his o, inion it was fruitless to attemptd
a4 solution of short-term problems without counsidering their
place in long-term designs.(l)The crux of the difficulty
was that there w s no long-term project. What was the use,
flerriman asked his fellow members, of "forty miles here and
forty miles there, and noct knowing where they were soing to
stopr or how much thev were going to spend?"(g)

wnat he wanted, was, first of all, agreement on a
comprehensive railway plan and purchase by the state of
the necessary ground. Thereafter the practical short-term
problems of railway construction and orern ion could _.
tackled., Illerrimsn had a2 two-tier enswver te this. The pros
posed line should be divided into s ctions, and each section
given tc private contractors to couplete acccrdirng: to speci~
fied and carefully inspectcd standards. Payment could be
made in one of two ways = either by a down payment upon com-
pletion of the work in which case the State would operate
the rolling=-stock, or by a guarantee to underwrite the interes.
on loans and the option of eventual purchase of the duly com=-
prleted company-operated linc within twenty years. In the
former the private company stood *o profit by its earnings
on construction work, in the latter by the takings of operat..
and the eventual repayment of construction costsj in both the
state stood to profit because private enterprise was known
to be checper end more efficient. ILventually the State would
own all r:ilways, but whereas an all-State scherie could obviously

only be completed in sta es, a sectional construction scheme

could be imrlemented almost simultaneously,

l. Ar us, 8.5.1873%.
2. bid.




. 17)

These proposals were b, far the most sensible to
emerge from all the long debates on railway development,
and i1t was a pity thet an oversensitive Joltenc souzht te
brand it as a politicel =ove, end eventually secured its
rejection.(l)ﬂven colomon, ferriwan's inveterate foe, felt
cbliged to complimenc¢ him, albeit with feigmed suririse
at his "unexpected cilmness and more than usual prudence.“(z)

On some occasione, however, :erriman'y speechses did
little credit either to his knowledge or commonsense. lHe
had one terrible weapon - sarcasm. whenever e wag unsure
of his ground or weak in acgument, he would resocrt to ridi-
cule and abuse. He would heap his sarcasm on the heads of
his opponents and hurl his Jibes like vitriol through the
Chamber. At times he wa. outrageous as in the notorious
Masters and Servante debate,(3)at times merely fatuous as
in his advocacy of magistrates without legal training.(4)but
at times he could te sardonically clever in his nockery .f
others. An exanple of this was the studied consideration he
gave in 1874 to Sprig 's hardy snnusl on indecent dress.(j}The
somewhat dour Leader of the Border had long been conecerned
about the effects on young ninds of the near nudity of tribal
natives. Merrimzn greeted the motion with his most thought-
ful look, and launched into an examination of Athenian clothing.
Having established the fact that the Greek cloak was similar
to the Kafir blanket both in fastening and degree of exposure,
he involuntarily found himself involved in a syllogism from
which the Kafir inevitably emerged as a "fine, stalwart, noble

crezture," He thereupon sat down in nock bewilderment, and

the motion was thrown out.

1. Ibid
2. Ibid

3. Supra pp. 19-25,
4. GGTd, 15.5.1872.

5' AI“"US, 18.701874

6. 1bid
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AFPVFLNDIX 4.

BANKIRG  STaTIoT1Ch . Al TIDLX

TO  BCUHGIIC  GROWTH.
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