The Great Lakes Entomologist

Volume 16 :
Number 3 - Fall 1983 Number 3 - Fall 1983 Article 2

October 1983

The World of the Tent-Makers/ A natural history of the eastern
tent caterpillar. V. G. Dethier. University of Massachusetts Press,
Ambherst, MA 01002. 1980. 148 pages, $12.50 (cloth), $5,95

(paper).

Frederick W. Stehr
Michigan State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle

0 Part of the Entomology Commons

Recommended Citation

Stehr, Frederick W. 1983. "The World of the Tent-Makers/ A natural history of the eastern tent caterpillar.
V. G. Dethier. University of Massachusetts Press, Amherst, MA 01002. 1980. 148 pages, $12.50 (cloth),
$5,95 (paper).," The Great Lakes Entomologist, vol 16 (3)

Available at: https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/vol16/iss3/2

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Department of Biology at ValpoScholar. It has
been accepted for inclusion in The Great Lakes Entomologist by an authorized administrator of ValpoScholar. For
more information, please contact a ValpoScholar staff member at scholar@valpo.edu.


https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle
https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/vol16
https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/vol16/iss3
https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/vol16/iss3/2
https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle?utm_source=scholar.valpo.edu%2Ftgle%2Fvol16%2Fiss3%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/83?utm_source=scholar.valpo.edu%2Ftgle%2Fvol16%2Fiss3%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/vol16/iss3/2?utm_source=scholar.valpo.edu%2Ftgle%2Fvol16%2Fiss3%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholar@valpo.edu

Stehr: The World of the Tent-Makers/ A natural history of the eastern te

72 THE GREAT LAKES ENTOMOLOGIST Vol. 16, No. 3

BOOK REVIEW

THE WORLD OF THE TENT-MAKERS. A natural history of the eastern tent caterpillar.
V. G. Dethier. Universitgz of Massachusetts Press, Amherst, MA 01002, 1980. 148
pages, $12.50 (cloth), $5.95 (paper).

This book is small in size, but large in stature, a simply eloquent narrative on the
encounters of genes; a look at the problems and solutions evolved by the eastern tent
caterpillar in getting from one year to the next. If anything can be criticized, it has to be
the title, since it gives the impression that here is simply another account of the natural
history of the eastern tent caterpillar. This is far from the whole truth, as anybody who
knows Dethier’s writings will know. What isn’t conveyed is the fascinating sfyle and the
message of Dethier; the wa]y ‘e blends facts about tge eastern tent caterpillar and the
mysteries and problems of all life into a philosophical perspective of the universe that ends
with the question: Why? This is a book that you won’t put down, and that all should read,
more than once.
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