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Choosing Valpo: Study on the Impact of Digital Relationships

Kevin Brown, Marie Branum, Torie Brewton, Amanda Cortese, Alexandria Moulchin, Tyler Poland,
Martha Ramette, Rochelle Nicole Reinholt, Peter Volmut, Natalie Zibolski

Departmental Affiliation: Communication
College of Arts and Sciences

Prospective college students, often early adapters of technological advances, seek information from digital
sources when making a college decision. Different social networking sites, such as Facebook and Twitter,
are among the tools that prospective students use. Universities are beginning to implement these tools to
build relationships with prospective students. Valparaiso University, too, is adapting to this new
technology. The University has a digital presence through its Facebook and Twitter accounts, a
YouTube.com channel, and a comprehensive webpage. The primary focus of this study is to see if a
relationship is being built between Valparaiso University and its prospective students through these tools.
Does Valparaiso University’s online presence attract incoming college students? Are prospective students
more informed because they can virtually observe campus life? Are these resources being utilized to their
fullest potential? Research focused on answering these questions as well as exploring the best possible way
to establish a successful relationship between prospective students and the University. Students in the
spring semester of their freshman year were surveyed to learn from their experience over the past twelve
months.

Information about the Authors:

The authors completed this research as a group project for the PR: Social and Digital Relationships course.
The students have chosen academic paths related to public relations or sports media. The authors include
Kevin Brown (Racine, WI), Marie Branum (Cedarburg, WI), Torie Brewton (Grand Rapids, MI), Amanda
Cortese (Hoffman Estates, IL), Alexandria Moulchin (Antioch, IL), Tyler Poland (Botkins, OH), Martha
Ramette (River Forest, IL), Rochelle Nicole Reinholt (Cedar Lake, IN), Peter Volmut (Racine, WI), and
Natalie Zibolski (Milwaukee, WI).

Faculty Sponsor: Prof. Julie Thomas

Student Contact: kevin.brown@valpo.edu




	Valparaiso University
	ValpoScholar
	4-20-2011

	Choosing Valpo: Study on the Impact of Digital Relationships
	Kevin Brown
	Marie Branum
	Torie Brewton
	Amanda Cortese
	Alexandria Moulchin
	See next page for additional authors
	Recommended Citation
	Authors


	Microsoft Word - 253367-text.native.1307056168.doc

