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Abstract

This is a photo essay about the internal conflict in Darfur, one of the world’s poorest and most
inaccessible regions, on Sudan’s western border with Chad.

*Olivier Bercault is a lawyer and a researcher for Human Rights Watch.
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Introduction

The government of Sudan is responsible for “ethnic cleans-
ing” and crimes against humanity in the context of an internal
conflict in Darfur, one of the world’s poorest and most inaccessi-
ble regions, on Sudan’s western border with Chad. Since Febru-
ary 2003 and under the pretext of suppressing a rebellion, the
Sudanese government and its proxy armed militias known as
Janjaweed have committed numerous attacks on the civilian
populations of the Fur, Masalit, Zaghawa and other ethnic
groups perceived to support the rebel insurgency.

The same ethnic Janjaweed militias operating in Sudan have
since exported the Darfur violence into Chad with the help of
allied local groups. They attacked Chadian villagers, seizing live-
stock, killing civilians, displacing thousands of people, and
threatening the twelve Darfurian refugee camps located in east-
ern Chad.

Since the Darfur crisis began in 2003, Human Rights Watch
has dispatched numerous teams of investigators to the region
and documented massacres, summary executions of civilians—
including women and children—acts of sexual violence, the
bombing and burning of towns and villages, the destruction of
water sources and food stocks, and the forced displacement of
an estimated 2.4 million people, including 200,000 refugees who
went to neighboring Chad. As many as 200,000 people may have
died during the conflict from violence, disease and other condi-
tions related to forced displacement and insufficient access to

* Olivier Bercault currently serves in the Emergencies Program at Human Rights
Watch and is based in New York. He specialized in armed conflicts, refugee issues and
international criminal prosecution. He has covered war zones and human rights crises
for Human Rights Watch (“HRW”) in Darfur, Chad, Central African Republic, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and Algeria. Mr. Bercault was in Darfur in June/July 2005 and in
July/August 2004 and conducted research on abuses and atrocities perpetrated by the
government of Sudan and the Janjaweed militias in the region. He interviewed victims,
displaced persons, rebels, rebel commanders, Sudanese army soldiers, Janjaweed mili-
tiamen, African Union Mission in Sudan (“AMIS”) observers and civilians. Since 2000,
he has also been responsible for coordinating the international effort to bring former
Chadian dictator Hisséne Habré to justice.
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humanitarian assistance according to United Nations (“U.N.”)
figures.

At the early stage of the crisis, the two main rebel groups in
Darfur—the Sudan Liberation Army/Movement (“SLA/M”) and
the Justice and Equality Movement (“JEM”)—claimed that they
were seeking redress of decades of grievances over perceived po-
litical marginalization, socio-economic neglect, and discrimina-
tion.

Today, the situation in Darfur is transforming from a highly
destructive armed conflict between these two rebel groups and
the government into a violent scramble for power and resources
involving government forces, its Janjaweed allies, various rebel
and former rebel factions, and bandits.

About Human Rights Waich

Human Rights Watch, one of the world’s most influential
human rights organizations, conducts timely and accurate inves-
tigations, makes thoughtful and informed policy recommenda-
tions, and generates intense public pressure to confront human
rights abusers and defend basic freedoms. Our experienced staff
of regional and legal experts conducts on-site investigations and
engage in aggressive outreach through high-level policy advo-
cacy. We have earned a reputation as a leading human rights
defender because of our ability to respond quickly and effec-
tively to a broad spectrum of human rights concerns—from dis-
crimination to genocide. We bring international attention to the
exploitation of children; the mistreatment of women; and the
failure of governments to ensure the safety of refugees, ethnic
minorities, and other vulnerable populations. Through vigilant
monitoring and advocacy, Human Rights Watch is advancing the
protection of human rights in over seventy countries.
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(c) 2005 Olivier Bercault / Human Rights Watch
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North Darfur, July 2005.
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(c) 2006 Tim Hetherington on assignment for Human Rights Watch

Sudanese refugees who fled the conflict in Darfur gather at a well in Chad.
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(c) 2006 Kadir van Lohuizen / Noor on assignment for Human Rights Watch

Sudanese refugees in Kounoungo refugee camp in eastern Chad. The camp is outside Guereda, a town near the
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border with Darfur. These refugees, displaced by the war in Darfur, had been living on the border between Chad and

Sudan since 2003, but were forced to flee again because of the fight



