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A COMPARISON OF SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGICAL VIEWS AMONG
YOUTHFUL AND AGED PERSONS: AN EMPIRICAL ASSESSMENT
OF MARGINALLY DIFFERENTIATED ATTITUDE HMEASURES

Dennis L. Peck
Department of Socioclogy
The University of Alabama
University, Alabama 335486

with

David L. Kiemmack
Department of Sociology and
The Center for The Study of Aging
The University of Alabama
University, Alabama 33486

ABSTRACT

Four reiated but marginally differentiated sociological and
psychological attitude measures are evaluatzd through analysis of
survey data. Generated from a statewide random sample (N=222),
four measures cf maladjustment/weli-being -- the anomie, alienation,
fatalism, and powerlessness scales -— are evaluated as being similar
in nature. The moderately high corvelations between the scale
items comprigsing the four distinctive conceptual world—views suggest
that the scales overlap considerably. The results of an oblique
solution factor analysis, however, suggest that the scales being
considered may be at least marginally differentiated. Comparisons
between distinctive age groups of the sample of adults age 18 to 84
using rhe one-way analysis of variance suggest that the maladjusted

view of the world may be most prevalent amoug younger and older
members of society.

The findings are discussed in the light of implications which
pertain to the traditional though somewhat confusing explanations
for and analysis of human behavior which have evolved from and
around the supposed distinctive conceptuslizations of social walad-
justment - namely, anomie, alienation and powerlessmess. Further,
a suggestion to proffer fatalism as an alternative explanation as
to the philosophy of life (world-view) existing among the least
powerful persons in soclety is proposed. Finally, this research
offers support for the position that fatalistic determinism serves

at least in part to explicate the relationships among snomie,
alienation and powerlessness.
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person sees his outcomes...as being contingent
upon nis own efforts and abilities or as being
determined by chance, fate, and powerful others.

This psycholagical view seems to be closely related to fatalism as
this concept is generally treated in the sociological and philoso-
phical literature (for example, Cahn, 1967; Durkheim, 1951; Farris
and Glenn, 1976; Fortes, 1959; Mills, 1958; Weber, 1958).

Fatalism is also s world-view (philosophy of life) through which
individuals interpret their life chances. Like other images of
1ife, fatalism sywbolizes a reality which guides a future expecta-
tion that is typically shaped by external forces 'known' to be
beyond individual control. But as Haydon (1937) noted, the resig-
nation, quietism, and passivity with which the fatalistic attitude
has been equated wmay also be interpreted in terms of the social
change process. Consistent with this latter evaluation, more recent
views of fatalism place the fatalist in a position of recognizing
the potantial to be realized through social change {(Catton, 1972;
Matza, 1964; Peck, 1979; Peck and Bharadwaj, 1983). Rather than
posing a barrier teo change, fatalists may represent a force ins-
trumental for instigating the social change process.

If the locus of control comceptualization is simiiar to anomie,
alienation, and powerlessness, then logically the fatalism con-
ceptualizatioan should also be found to interface with these three
explanations of social maladjustment. One of the focal points of
this research was to test for this communality which Rotter {(1966)
himself may have been aware of because he proposed a theoretical
"bridging of the gap' between the alienation and powerlessness
orientations with the extermal fatalistic determinism dimeunsion
of the locus of control coucept.

In addition to alienation and powerlessness, anomie may alsc
f£21l within a similar theoretical purview. That is to say, the
breakdown of the normative system generates a meaninglessness into
the social milieu (anomie), which further prowmotes an inability
among people to adequately deal with social and institutional
problems (powerlessuess) which in turn, causes one to experience
feelings of nouninvolvement in and estrangement from society
(alienation). It logically follows, them, that a philosophy of
life based upon uncertainty and insecurity of the human condition,
and an ineffectiveness in which mastery over the enviromment is

undermined, would sericusly inhibit the perceived ability to control
the outcome of future events.
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In light of rhe above, the purpose of this study is twoiold:
first, to critically examine the relationship among four related,
but marginally differentiated social and psychological concepts
and second, to compare the maladjustment/well-being ameng the
various subsampie ags groups as measured by the anomie, azlienation,
fatalism and powerlessness attitude scales. TIf the above indexes
of maladjustment do share a communality the stacistical relation-
skips should be fairly high. At the same time, if such attitudes
do represent important factors im the social and psvchological ad-
justment to the later stages of aging, the oldest age group should
have a higher index of maladjustwent than would yocunger age groups.
Additionaily, if age is a critical variable in the perceptual ana-
lysis regarding external as such events afiect individuals rather
than future outcomes being contingent upon individuzl efforts and
abilities, then, the youngest and cldest members of society should
record the highest sceores on the maladjustment indexes of znomie,
alienation, fatalistic external determinism and powerlessness.

METHODS

The data for this study were obtained from a larger survey re-
search project undertaken in the State of aAlabama during the £all
of 1978. The majority of thes respondents, 17& of 322, were van-
domly selected from the city of Tuscaloosa; the remaining 158 cases
were drawn from throughout the state. Demographicaily the typical
respoundent can be characterized as 40.5 years of age, had completed
13.8 years of school, and the thircy-five percent who were employed
at the tiwme of the study had a median family income of $15,000.
Forty percent (129) of the sample were male, seventy-two percent
were white, and sixty percent were married.

The subjects respoanded to four point Likert scale items ranging
from strongly agree to strongly disagree which measured four dis-
tinctive attltudes. The scale items were from the 9 item index of
anomie (McClosky and Schaar, 1263), a 9 item measure for political
2lienation (Olsen, 1969), a 20 item measure of external fatalistic
determinism (Rotter, 1966), and a 12 item measure of powerlessness
(Neal and Seeman, 1964).

RESULTS

Three primary statistical techniques were used in the analysis.
First, if the supposed distinctive external fatalism, anomie,
alienation, and powerlessness scales measured altogether different
attitudes, then, the four sets of scale scores would tend to be
uncorrelated. The Pearson's Product-Moment correlation coefficient
r was used to test for this assumed uniqueness. Second, if the
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Table 1 oresents the matrix of the Preduet-Momeat coef-
ficients oy the four 1nterco*relht_an ivdsh~ws. Tha'
Ccor an Zech ug tagis the hyporh
MEASUYES SRETe & conmon construct. ThL
Teble ! offzx & upportive
snip petween Iatalism (Iu), anomie, al . ss
Indsed, uz Zzirlvr strong positive agsaci . a
indexes is found. The data show, first 2} trongest
relation ig Detwesn poiiticesl zliienction and powerlessness (£=.697)
The weakest intercorrelation reported is thasi becween fatalism (IE)

and polizicel atliererion (R=.332).

Tasiz .. Matriw Zor
Between Cxternzal Fata
Poliricel iidenztion
1E Anomie Political Powerlessness

it 1,000 .617¢9 7 L6379
) (287)
7 .6326
) (297)
0 .6970

{303)
Powerlessness 1.0000

5

Anomie 1.0000 6
2

0

Political Alienation i

NOTE: The numbar cf cases for which the coefficient is computed
is presented in brackets.

The intercorreclations considered most important suggest that
fatalisgy (IZ) is mederataly correlaced with all three of the at-
titude measures. The intercorrelations between fatalism and anomie
(r=.618), wizh solitical alienation (r=.332), and powerlessness
(r=.658) provide some additional evidence in support of the first
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hypothesis. In other words, a simijarity in world-view orientation
as measured by the distinctive scale items dces point to the sug-
gested interpretive communality. As would be predicted, fzirly high
relationships between all four attitude indexes are observed.

At this point, it can be concluded that anomie, alisnation, and
powerlessness tend to be associated with external fatalism. In
order to evaluate further the degree to which the sample contributead
to this assogiation a distribution of the theorsticzal guartile
scores was created.

Distribution of Quartile Scores

The data reported in Table 2 indicate the distribution of the
summated scores for those respondents who completed the entire
series of scale ivems. The thecretical quartiles differ somewhat
owing to the total number of items [or each scale. The relation-
ship of concern is an inverse one. That is, the higher the anomie,
political aliemation, powerlessness and fatalism, the lower the
sumrated score. In other words, the degree of extent of ancmie,
alienation, fatalism and/or powverlessness is inversely relateé to
the summated score of the index items.

Teble 2. Distribution of Theoretical Quartile Scores?®
with Means and Standard Deviatious.

% ) % {¥)
Anomie Powerlessness
g9-15 09 (27) 10-17 03 (9}
16-22 37 (113) 18-25 20 {59)
23-29 44 (134) 26-33 49 (145)
30-36 09 (28) 34-4Q 28 (81)
99 (302) . 100 (294)
Political Aljienation Internal-External Fatalism
1-15 14 (44) 20-34 03 (10)
16-22 45  (139) 35-£9 30 (87)
23-29 36 (111) 50-64 57 (165)
30-36 05 {13) 65~-80 10 (29)
100 (309) 100 (291)

3The Likert Scale responses were assigned weights as follows:
1 = Strongly Agree; 2 = Agree; 3 = Disagree; 4 = Strongly Disagree.
bThe mean scores and standard deviations for each scale were Anowmie:
mean = 22.7, §.D. = 5.4; Political Alienmatiom: wean = 21.2, §.D. =
4.9; Powerlessness: mean = 30.4, $.D. = 6.5; Internal-External
Fatalism: mean = 52,6, S.D. = 8.9.
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centage differences (zcross two rows for che £irst two cells)
between those high on alienation and those high ou anowmie (i3 per-
ceni), sowerliessaness {39 percent), and sm (26 percent} are
fairly subatantval The percentage difference for those scoriag
high on amomie and powverlessness (20 perc ent and fataliscs (13

pe erceat) is also substantial.

In sum, & fai

m, 2irly larza provertion of tihe sample racorded scores
sted as thin =z ¥ senting = :
1 ¢ in devr
. .
tributicn, & Snz-way analvsis of variance was computed.
The Angiwvsis of Variance

The analrysis eof variance statistic was chesen to test the hvoocthesis
that there is no difference ia the popularticn means and variaaces
irom wnich the three age groups nhave beemn sampled. Analvsis of
riance is useful Igv testing Tactors which, bYecause of their une-
qual cell f*equenc es, are nonorthogonal in design. in compensating
for in the enaliysis of variance test mav be used wvhen
comparisons are important even when the assumption of indepencent

coaparisens has not besn net.

Tne datz renoxted Iin Tab
suppesedly distinct world-vi
The reiztionships are non-
age group ( £ 34) to the dle a

creasing for the ogldest age group ca

The importance of the mean scores reported in Tabls 3 may be
underscored oy raviewiag distributricn of tne summated scores
reported in Table 2. For example, the anomie scale mean score is
20.3 for those 30 or wore years of age. Respondents whe are high
or moderatelv high on znomie scorsd in the $-22 r= nge (S.D.=3.4).
The mean score Zor the locus of control index is 31.6 {(§.D.=3.9)
for persons 60 vears of z2ge or older. Those scoring high or
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moderately high on external fatalism scored w

red within & range of 20-49.
Again it is important to remember that the relasitionchips hetween
the four world-views or the degree of maladjustmuent/weli-~being are

inverse to the summated scale score.

Table 3. One-Wzy Analiysis of Variance with Mean Scores by
Age—Group.

MeansScore for Age-Group

Significance
Theoretical Scale X 34 35-59 Z. 60 F-Value Level®
Anomie 23.5 23.1 20.3 §.25 P < Q01
IE 51.9 34,7 51.6 3.1%9 P L .05
Political Alienation 21.3 22.1 18.9 9.13 P £ .00
Powerlessness 30.5 31.2 29.1 1.95 NS

*The significance levels rzported for Anomie,
are conservative.

]

The data reported ip Table 3 indicate that the greatest :legree
of anomie, faralism, alienation and powerlessness was experienced
by cider persoms. (n tha other hand, the vounger age group ( £ 34)
expressed a grezter degrz2e of these trairts than did middle age group
parsons. TInese £ 8 zppear congruent with the staztements oy
Hendin {1968) and M {1969) who suggested that youthful members
of society are more alistic. Qur own findings are also consils-
tent with those of Reid, et. al. (1977), wvho suggasted that = low
sense of contrcl ameng elderly versons is related to a low self-
concept while Harris and Stokes (1978) equate low self-esteerm with
low performauce levels.

i)

/)]

[APN ([}

{
4

In every instance, the observed relationship is non-monoconic.
While the oldest age category mean Score suggests 2 greater malad-
justment ameng members of this group, the young adult age category
scered higher on maladjusted than the middle age group on three of
the four scales of maladjustment. The lone exception was for anomic
where the relationship is negatively skewed.

The F ratios were statistically significant for
four scales. Although these findiugs are open to i
since no

on their

three of the

nterpretation
other supportive data are available to shed further light

meaning, the three age categories were assigned by taking
into consideration levels of occupational and czreer development
which are fairly consistent for most people. Persons less than 33
years of age are generally involved im a period of training for a
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fivst or second cavecr. During the 35-39 zze pericﬁ wvorking persons
are generaily involved in the ithLopmenL oi their caresrs wﬁllc

chose 60 vears of age und cl
a2l {s) or have i
lTigtic and it

-t T - N T
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The oblecgive of the fimal phase of cthe znalvsis is to determine
shether the cnarzticnal indicazors of the wmarginally differentiated
concepts consicderad ia this paper arve suificilently Jdifferent teo de-
Fine FTour szparate conlepts. o tast this hypothesis. the data
weve factored using an obliqua solution with & modification of

; ion { snvalee=1.3) (Haroon, 1967), as an icdex of
cumdLetenesa of factorization. Eheee éata support the noficn chat
the @ QI WYL o r

3 2 te one asunother, &y re—
prasent different concepts {se=s Tables é "ud 3y. The correlations

R

znong oe 2 faCLors cobtaimed =re modest suggesting that the re-
dundancy or ameong itsms is low In general, items designed to
mezsure a gls concept load on a single factor or nave the saae
pattern @ cter lozdings acvoss the factors. This tur;her sug-

g=escs that the operational indicators of the concspts ars distinct.

Table 4. Correlations among factars

znalvsis ¢ Jour msssuresg ¢

ttarnai rabtalisc .33 1.00
-.£3 -3¢ 1.00
War l/. .12 _-17

[
N O
12 O

L3¢ .08 -.32

actor pattern matrix in an obligue
s

uyesg ef werld~—view.

Political Alienation
Pal .23 .04 -.19 .23 -.04&
PA2 .24 .14 -.16 .19 .08
A3 .52 .15 -.04 -.01 b7
PaAL .05 -.09 -.12 .10 .38
PAas> .13 14 -.03 -.07 .60



Table 5. (Continued)

Fl F2 F3 F4 F5
Political Alienation
PAG .02 .00 -.07 -.04 .66
PA7 .16 .07 -.11 -.19 .69
PAS W27 ~.09 -.03 ~.05 A
PAS .33 .05 .00 -.13 .50
Anomie
Al .10 -.03 -.26 .20 .39
A2 -.13 ~.07 -.53 15 .30
A3 .05 .02 -.67 -.03 .23
A4 -.05 A1 -.69 -.04 .07
A5 .13 ~.14 -.59 .11 .07
Ab .03 ~.10 -.50 .19 .19
A7 .13 .23 -.49 —.26 -.07
A8 .14 ~-.00 -.48 -.002 .11
A9 .12 .27 -.49 -.24 -.22
Powerlessness
Pl .66 -.04 .08 .01 .07
P2 .52 -.03 .03 ~.04 .23
P3 .65 .02 .05 .12 .00
P4 .69 .04 -.03 -.06 .06
P> .63 .07 -.07 -.13 .24
P6 .61 .09 -.12 -.02 .09
r7 .49 .07 ~.35 -.12 .12
P8 .05 43 -.03 .23 04
P9 .25 07 -.28 .27 .06
P10 40 ~.13 -.20 .45 -.08
P11l 21 .38 -.05 —.29 -.03
P12 .02 .31 -.20 —.04 -.06
Locus of Control
IEl .15 45 .11 -.05 -.05
1E2 .35 07 -.07 45 -.12
IE3 14 .30 .01 .21 .23
IES4 .28 .35 -.12 17 -.05
IES ~.05 .28 -.00 17 .21
IE6 -.11 47 -.08 <30 .09
1E7 .16 .53 -.12 .08 -.09
IE8 -.03 .67 .07 —-.05 .05
1E9 .03 .58 .02 -.00 .04
1E10 231 .17 -.13 .25 A1
IEll ~.09 .46 -.13 .26 -.05
IE12 -.00 .40 ~.30 -.00 .04
IE13 .00 -.07 -.02 -.21 .00

IEl4 230 .14 -.15 .10 .16
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Table 5. (Continued)

¥l F2 3 F4 F5
Locus of Ceoutrol

IELlS .03 W41 -.38 -.02 -.05
IELG .00 AT -.03 12 24
IE17 02 Al -. b4 -.28 -.16
IE18 12 .05 -.32 .19 .18
1IE19 ~.04 .62 -.02 -.05 -.06
TE20 -.08 .60 -.05 .04 .10

These findings are worthy of additional comment. First, a
specific factor centering on two items dealing with the inevita-
bility of war emerges. This factor has low correlations with the
remaining four suggesting that this is a relatively independent
dimension. Second, Olsen’s wmeasure of political alienation divides
into two factors. The items which he contends measure “political
cynicism" load on one factor while those that he contends measure
"polirical futility" load with items designed to measure power-
lessness. Thus, while the component of his measure that is
designed to measure cynicism is differentciated from the remaining
measures, his index of futility is net. Third, the factor which
appears to be most closely related to locus of control (factor 2)
has a very low corxelatiom with the factor which appears to be most
closely linked with political alienation (factor 3). One explana-
tion for this low relationship is that factor 5 may well be a
measure of political cynicism rather than political alienatiom.
While "fatalists' may become "cynical," this is not z necessary
outcome of a fatalistic world-view.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

A primaxy coucern of this study was to examine the relationship
between four related but marginally differentiated social and psy-
chological concepts. It was postulated that the external fatalism,
anomie, alienmation and powerlessness concepts share some common
theoretical ground. The moderately high intercorrelations reported
suggest the proposed communality. The results of the factor ana-
lysis, on the other hand, suggest that some differentiation among
these concepts as they are currently wmeasured is possible. It is
important to note, however, that the concepts ldentified through
the factor analysis differ somewhat frou those initilally proposed,
and that the factors associated with powerlessness, alienationm,
internal-external fatalistic determinism, and anomle are correlated
with one another.
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These data also suggest that a substantial portion of the sample
were fatalistic, snomic, politically alienatad, and suifered from a
sense of powerlessness. Further, a substantial portion of the
sample may be evaluated as having experienced that which is gene-
rally discussed as a meladjusted world-view. This evaluation is
based on the assumption that persons found to =xhibit a low level of
control over thesir personal or instrumental life are indeed malad-
justed.

When age was controiled, the findings suggest that elderiy
persons experienced the greatest degree cf maladjustment. It may be
that as people approach or enter post-retirement years it becomes
increasingly difficult to adjust to the social and psycholegical
changes which accompany this transitional period of 1ife. In sum,
these results note that the voungest and oldest members experience
the greastest degree of anomie, alienation, fatalism and power-
lessness. The greater propertion of the sample do not share such
world-views, but among those who do the young and the aged appear
to be the most wvulnerable.

Sincethose who are older express higher levels of anomie than
those who are in the other two age categories, it is possible that
the move into retirement may be a transition into which the roles
are not well-defined. In light of this finding, it is possible
that fatalistic determinism mav be a consequence of anomie sug-
gesting that role clarification could be central in changing the
world-view of those who are older. For younger persons, on the
other hand, this pattern does not appear to apply. That is teo say,
fatalistic determinism may not be the conmsequence of anomie, but
may be more closely related to political zllenation and powerless-
ness. Thus, while both the younger and the colder age categories
are fatalistic, the source (and consequently the treatment) may be
different.

It may now be suggestad that even should these measures of
world-view represent different concepts, these data support the
thesis that they are also related to one another. This is, in and
itself, of some interest in the light of recent indications per-
taining to the redundancy between these theoretical concepts.

Among all of the concepis, powerlessness appears to be most
closely related to external fatalistic determinism. The former
is widely recognized as am important explanatory tool in sociology;
whereas, the latter concept has found few advocates among socio-
logists interested in studies of youth and the elderly. Perhaps
the reason for the lack of theoretical interest in fatalism may
lie within the sociological domain. That is to say, the dis-
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sersons do nct fit the stereotype of rugged 1na1uiutailsm

doctrine of seif-helip. Tatalists, on the cther hand

4, Tay

malad justed, but for a different set of reasoms. Although fatalists
mavy also bde ancmic, alienated, and powerles this is rot & ne-

cessary outcome of a2 Tatalistic world-vie

W
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