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Abstract

Recently, AC distribution systems have experienced high harmonic pollution due to the
wide use of power electronic loads. These non-linear loads generate harmonics which
degrade the distribution systems and may affect the communication and control
systems. Harmonic filters, in general, are designed to reduce the effects of harmonic
penetration in power systems and they should be installed when it has been determined

that the recommended harmonic content has been exceeded.

Two approaches have been proposed to reduce the effect of the harmonic distortion,
namely active filtering approach and passive filtering approach. Passive filters have the
demerits of large size, resonance and fixed compensation. In the active filtering
approach, the harmonic currents produced by the nonlinear loads are extracted, and their
opposites are generated and injected into the power line using a power converter.
Several active filtering approaches based on different circuit topologies and control
theories have been proposed. Most of these active filter systems consist mainly of a
single PWM power converter with a high rating which takes care of all the harmonic
components in the distorted signal. The combination of high power and high switching
frequency results in excessive amounts of power losses. Furthermore, the reliability of
the existing active filters is a major concern, as the failure of converter results in no

compensation at all.

Active power line filtering can be performed in the time domain or in frequency

domain. A distinct advantage of the frequency-domain techniques is the possibility of



selective harmonic elimination, thanks to the availability of information on individual

harmonic components.

The objective of this research is to develop an efficient and reliable modular active
harmonic filter system to realize a cost-effective solution to the harmonic problem. The
proposed filter system consists of a number CSC modules, each dedicated to filter a
specific harmonic of choice (Frequency-Splitting Approach). The power rating of the
modules will decrease and their switching frequency will increase as the order of the
harmonic to be filtered is increased. The overall switching losses are minimized due to
the selected harmonic elimination and balanced a “power rating”-*switching frequency”

product.

Two ADALINEs are proposed as a part of the filter controller for processing the
signals obtained from the power-line. One ADALINE (the Current ADALINE) extracts
the fundamental and harmonic components of the distorted current. The other
ADALINE (the Voltage ADALINE) estimates the line voltage. The outputs of both
ADALINEs are used to construct the modulating signals of the filter modules. The
proposed controller decides which CSC filter module(s) is connected to the electric
grid. The automated connection of the corresponding filter module(s) is based on
decision-making rules in such a way that the IEEE 519-1992 limits are not violated. The
information available on the magnitude of each harmonic component allows us to select
the active filter bandwidth (i.e., the highest harmonic to be suppressed). This will result
in more efficiency and higher performance. The proposed controller adjusts the I in
each CSC module according to the present magnitude of the corresponding harmonic

current. This results in optimum dc-side current value and minimal converter losses.

The comparison of the proposed modular active filter scheme and the conventional
one converter scheme on practical use in industry is presented. This comparison shows
that the proposed solution is more economical, reliable and flexible compared to

conventional one.

vi



High speed and accuracy of ADALINE, self-synchronizing harmonic tracking,
intelligence and robustness of the controller, optimum [, value, minimal converter
losses, and high speed and low dc energy requirement of the CSC, are the main features

of the proposed active filter system.

Simulation results using the EMTDC simulation package are presented to validate

the effectiveness of the proposed modular active filter system.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Power Quality Concerns

In an ideal ac power system, energy is supplied at a single constant frequency and
specified voltage levels of constant magnitudes. However, this situation is difficult to
achieve in practice. The undesirable deviation from a perfect sinusoidal waveform
(variations in the magnitude and/or the frequency) is generally expressed in terms of
power quality. The power quality is an umbrella concept for many individual types of
power system disturbances such as harmonic distortion, transients, voltage variations,
voltage flicker, etc. Of all power line disturbances, harmonics are probably the most
degenerative condition to power quality because of being a steady state condition. The
Power quality problems resulting from harmonics have been getting more and more

attention by researchers [1-15].
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The Power quality problem, and the means of keeping it under control, is a growing
concern. This is due primarily to the increase in the number and application of nonlinear
power electronic equipment used in the control of power apparatus and the presence of
sensitive electronic equipment. The non-linear characteristics of these power electronic
loads cause harmonic currents, which result in additional losses in distribution system
equipment, interference with communication systems, and misoperation of control.
Moreover, many new loads contain microprocessor-based controls and power electronic
systems that are sensitive to many types of disturbances. Failure of sensitive electronic
loads such as data processing, process control and telecommunications equipment
connected to the power systems has become a concern as they could result in series
economic consequences. In addition, the increasing emphasis on overall distribution
system efficiency has resulted in a continued growth in the application of devices such
as shunt capacitors for power factor corrections. Harmonic contamination excites
resonance in the tank circuit formed by line inductance and power factor correction

shunt capacitors, which result in magnification of harmonic distortion levels.

The control or mitigation of the power quality problems may be realized through the
use of harmonic filters. Harmonic filters, in general, are designed to reduce the effects
of harmonic penetration in power systems and should be installed when it has been
determined that the recommended harmonic content has been exceeded [1-3]. Shunt

passive filters have been widely used by electric utilities to minimize the harmonic
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distortion level [2]. They consist of passive energy storage elements (inductors and
capacitors) arranged in such a way to provide a low impedance path to the ground just
for the harmonic component(s) to be suppressed. However, harmonic passive filters

cannot adjust to changing load conditions; they are unsuitable at distribution level as

they can correct only specific load conditions or a particular state of the power system.

Due to the power system dynamics and the random-like behavior of harmonics for a
short term, consideration has been given to power electronic equipment known as an
active power filter. An active power filter is simply a device that injects equal-but
opposite distortion into the power line, thereby canceling the original power system
harmonics and improving power quality in the connected power system. This waveform'
has to be injected at a carefully selected point in a power system to correct the distorted
voltage or current waveform. The power converter used for this purpose has been
known by different names such as: active power filter and active power line conditioner
[19,20]. The rating of the power converter is based on the magnitude of the distortion
current and operated at the switching frequency dedicated by the desired filter
bandwidth. In addition to its filtering capability, this power converter can be used as a
static var compensator (SVC) to compensate for other disturbances such as voltage

flicker and imbalance [21].

From a control system point of view, waveform correction on the system bus can be

implemented either in the time-domain or frequency-domain. Both have advantages and



Chapter 1: Introduction 4

disadvantages. The main advantage of a time domain correction technique is its fast
response to changes in the power system. Ignoring the periodic characteristics of the
distorted waveform and not learning from past experiences are its main drawbacks. The
advantage of frequency domain correction lies in its flexibility to select specific
harmonic components needed to be suppressed and its main disadvantage lies in the
rather burdensome computational requirements needed for a solution, which results in

long response times [19].

The concept of active power filtering was first introduced in 1971 by Sasaki and
Machida [26] who proposed implementation based on linear amplifiers. In 1976,
Gyngyi et.al,[30] proposed a family of active power filter systems based on PWM
current source inverter (CSI) and PWM voltage source inverter (VSI). These designs
remained either at the concept level or at the laboratory level due to the lack of suitable

power semiconductor devices.

Due to recent developments in the semiconductor industry, power switches such as
the insulated gate bipolar transistor IGBTs) with high power rating and the capability
of switching at high frequency, are available on the market. This makes the application
of active power filters at the industrial level feasible. Several active power filter design

topologies have been proposed. They can be classified as:
e Series active power filter [19,20,25],

e Shunt active power filter [31-42],
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e Hybrid series and shunt active filter [43-47],
e Unified power quality conditioner [48-50]
e Multi level and Multi converter active power filters [51-54]

Almost all of the existing proposed active power filters suffer from one or more of the

following shortcomings:

» High Switching Losses: Almost all of the recently proposed active power filters
utilize PWM switching control strategy due to its simplicity and harmonic
suppression efficiency [23]. However, utility companies have been very
reluctant in accepting the PWM switching strategy because of the high
switching losses incurred in this approach. The power converter used for active
filtering is rated based on the magnitude of the distorted current and operated at
the switching frequency dictated by the desired filter bandwidth. Fast switching
at high power, even if technically possible, causes high switching losses and low
efficiency. An important issue in active power filtering is to reduce the power
rating and switching frequency. The combinations of active and passive filters as
well as employing multi-converter and muld level techniques, have all been

attempted to meet the above requirements.

e Low Reliability: Most of the active filters connected to distribution systems are

mainly a single unit with a high rating taking care of all the harmonic
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components in the distorted signal. Any failure in any of the active filter devices
will make the entire equipment ineffective. In addition, cascade multi-converter

and multi level topology active power filters suffer from low reliability.

e Control Methodology: Active power filtering can be performed in time domain
or in frequency domain. The waveform correction in time domain is based on
extraction of data from the power line. However, in the frequency domain
technique, information is extracted rather than data. The main advantage of time
domain is fast control response, but, due to lack of information, it cannot control
individual harmonics separately or apply various weightings for different
harmonic components. Also, ignoring the periodic characteristics of the
distorted waveform and not learning from past experiences are additional
drawbacks of time domain methods. Correction in frequency domain, which is
mainly implemented by FFT, has the advantage of flexible control of individual
harmonics (cancel selected harmonics). However, its main disadvantage lies in
the rather burdensome computational requirements needed for a solution, which

results in longer response times [20].

Nevertheless, increasing needs for high filter performance and economic
considerations call for a new active power filter configuration for harmonic cancellation

which is suitable for distribution level and can overcome the above limitations.
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1.2 Objectives and Contributions

The main objective of this research is to develop and design a cost-effective active
harmonic power filtering solution capable of enhancing the power quality in distribution
systems. The proposed device offers the potential of responding quickly to the changes
in the system characteristics and is suitable therefore for on-line applications. This
research is motivated by the lack of suitable existing harmonic filtering technique and
the demand for high filtering performance and efficiency. The main topics can be

outlined as follows:

e Choice of circuit topology based on a modular active filtering approach which is

suitable for distribution systems.

e Development of a harmonic filtering strategy which reduces the switching

frequency requirements of the active filter system.

® Development of adaptive and active system control by incorporating the
adaptive linear neuron (ADALINE), a version of an artificial neural network

(ANN), as a part of the controller.
e Complete design of the active filter modules.

e Comparison of the proposed filter with different topologies.
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Several aspects of this research work are novel and distinct from previous work done
in related areas. Some of the advantages that the proposed modular active power

filtering approach offers are as follows:

e Low switching losses:

In the proposed filter, the filtering job is split among a number of active filter
modules, each dedicated to eliminate a specific harmonic. The converters dedicated
to lower-order harmonics have higher ratings but are switched at lower rates, while
those dedicated to higher-order harmonics are of lower ratings but are switched at
higher frequencies. The overall switching losses are minimized due to the balanced

power rating-switching frequency product and selected harmonic elimination.
e High reliability:

Since the power converter units of the proposed modular active power conditioner
are acting as standalone devices, a continuous harmonic cancellation to a distorted
waveform is still expected to be provided even if one or more power converters fail
to operate. This will result in a better line current spectrum than in an
uncompensated one. Note that, in the existing one converter scheme, if due to a

fault, the converter is lost, harmonic elimination is not performed at all.
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o High flexibility
Since each converter is independently connected to the AC system, selected
harmonic elimination based on the dominant harmonic component is possible. In
order to take advantage of the diversity principle, the proposed filter system can
filter a group of harmonics using only one filter module or more by combining them
and compensating them in groups. Also, simultaneous multi operation strategies to
take care of other disturbances, such as voltage or current imbalance and voltage

fluctuations are feasible. This will yield great flexibility and increase the overall

performance of the proposed active filter.

e Enhanced ADALINE-Based Measurement Scheme

Compared to previous active power filters, the harmonic extraction technique based
on an ADALINE has been utilized for the first time in active power filtering.
ADALINE is highly adaptive and capable of estimating the variations in the
amplitude and phase angle of the harmonic components which will enhance the
performance of the proposed active filter. The ADALINE-based measurement
scheme has the ability to extract information rather than data from the power
system. It has been improved by modifying the original algorithm to track the
system frequency variations. This is important for successful charging of I, of the

CSCs and for successful harmonic filtering.
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e Improved Controller

The controller of the proposed active filter has been improved by utilizing another

ADALINE to track the system voltage and extract the fundamental component of

the source voltage which is used as a synchronize signal for the /,. regulation loop.

This improves the filtering capability of the proposed modular active filter even if

the source voltage is harmonics polluted. Making the dc-side current I, of the

converter modules adaptive to the changes in the magnitude of the harmonics to be
filtered results in optimum dc-side current value and minimal converter losses.

The information on individual harmonic components allows us not only to
reduce the THD but also suppress each harmonic component below the level set by
the IEEE 519 standard. Also, the information available on the magnitude of each
harmonic component allows us to select the active filter bandwidth (i.e., the highest

harmonic to be suppressed). This results in more efficiency and higher performance.

1.3 Organization

This thesis includes eight chapters, in addition to this introduction. Background and
literature review are presented in Chapter 2. In this Chapter the harmonic problem is
addressed and a literature survey of the latest active filtering techniques is reviewed and

discussed. Chapter 3 investigates and compares the most common power system
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harmonic extraction techniques. The principle of active power conditioning is presented
in Chapter 4. Chapter 5 describes and discusses in detail the proposed modular active
power filtering technique. The principle and the control scheme of the power splitting
approach to active power filtering are introduced in Chapter 6. Chapter 7 details the
power and control design of the proposed filter. Comparative evaluation of the proposed
active power filter is given in Chapter 8. The conclusions and future research are given
in Chapter 9. At the end of the thesis, a list of relevant references, publications and five

appendices are given.
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Chapter 2
Background and Literature

Review

2.1 Overview

The purpose of this chapter is to familiarize the reader with the harmonic problem in
general and to identify its salient features. In this review, special attention is given to

harmonic mitigation using active power filters.

Harmonics as a power quality problem is first discussed in Section 2.2. This section
highlights the causes and the impact of the harmonics problem as well as its measuring
indices. Some background on harmonic mitigation techniques, with emphasis on the
active power filtering solution, is given in Section 2.3. The literature review on active

power filters, presented in section 2.4 is intended to summarize the main results of the

12
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research work most relevant to the present study. Finally, concluding remarks on

existing active filtering techniques are given at the end of the chapter.

2.2 Harmonics As A Power Quality Problem

Harmonics are qualitatively defined as sinusoidal waveforms having frequencies that
are integer multiples of the power line frequency (50 or 60 Hz); they may be voltages or
currents. In power system engineering, the term harmonics is widely used to describe
the distortions in the voltage or current waveforms, that is, a steady state deviation from

an ideal sine wave of power frequency.

The harmonic problem is not a new phenomenon in power systems. It was detected as
early as the 1920s and 30s [6]. At that time, the primary sources of harmonics were the
transformers and the main problem was the inductive interference with open-wire
telephone systems. Some early work on harmonic filtering in distribution feeders was

performed around that time.

Harmonic distortion can have detrimental effects on electrical distribution systems. It
can waste energy and lower the capacity of an electrical system; it can harm both the
electrical distribution system and devices operating on the system. Understanding the
problems associated with harmonic distortion, i.e., its causes and effects, as well as the
methods of dealing with it, is of great importance in minimizing those effects and

increasing the overall efficiency of the distribution system.
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2.2.1 Harmonic Distortion Indices

The presence of harmonics in the system is measured in terms of harmonic content
(distortion), which is defined as the ratio of the amplitude of each harmonic to the
amplitude of the fundamental component of the supply system voltage or current.
Harmonic distortion levels are described by the complete harmonic spectrum with
magnitude and phase angle of each individual harmonic component. The most
commonly used measure of the effective value of harmonic distortion is total harmonic
distortion (THD) or distortion factor. This factor is used to quantify the levels of the
current flowing in the distribution system or the voltage level at the point of common
coupling (PCC) where the utility can supply other customers. THD can be calculated for

either voltage or current and can be defined as:

,/iM:
THD =152 %100% Q.1

1

where, M, is the RMS value of the fundamental component and M; to My are the RMS

values of the harmonic components of the quantity M.

Another important distortion index is the individual harmonic distortion factor (HF)

for a certain harmonic #. HF is defined as the ratio of the RMS harmonic to the

fundamental RMS value of the waveform, i.e., HF = M %4 x100% .
L
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IEEE 519-1992 Standard [3] specifies limits on voltage and current harmonic
distortion for ‘Low Voltage, Primary and Secondary Distribution, Sub-transmission,
and High Voltage transmission systems’. Table 2.1 lists the IEEE 519 recommended

harmonic voltage and voltage distortion limits for different system voltage levels.

Table 2.1:Harmonic voltage distortion limits in % at PCC

Individual Harmonic Total Voltage
Bus Voltage at PCC (V)| Voltage Distortion (%) | Distortion - THD (%)
V <69kV 3.0 5.0
69V <V L161kV 1.5 25
V>161kV 1.0 1.5

IEEE 519 Standard also specifies limits on the harmonic currents from an individual
customer which are evaluated at the PCC. The limits are dependent on the customer
load in relation to the system short circuit capacity at the PCC. Note that all current
limits are expressed as a percentage of the customer’s average maximum demand load
current (fundamental frequency component) at PCC. The term the rtoral demand
distortion (TDD) is usually used which is the same as THD except that the distortion is
expressed as a bercentage of some rated load current rather than as a percentage of the

fundamental current magnitude. TDD is defined as:

Jizz
TDD =12 _%100% 2.2)

L
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where, I, is the RMS magnitude of an individual harmonic current component, I, is the

maximum RMS demand load current and # is the harmonic order. Note that the term
distortion factor is more appropriate when the summations in (2.1) and (2.2) are taken
over a selected number of harmonics. Table 2.2 provides limits on every individual
harmonic current component as well as limits on total demand distortion (TDD) for

different voltage levels.

Table 2.2: Harmonic current distortion limits (/) in % of load current (1, )

V, <69kV
111, h<ll |11<h<17|17<h<23|23<h<35| 35<h TDD
<20 4.0 2.0 1.5 0.6 0.3 5.0
20-50 7.0 35 2.5 1.0 0.5 8.0
50-100 10.0 45 4.0 1.5 0.7 12.0
100-1000 | 12.0 55 5.0 2.0 1.0 15.0
>1000 15.0 7.0 6.0 2.5 1.4 20.0
69kV <V, <161V
<20* 2.0 1.0 0.75 0.3 0.15 2.5
20-50 35 1.75 1.25 0.5 0.25 4.0
50-100 50 2.25 2.0 1.25 0.35 6.0
100-1000 6.0 275 2.5 1.0 0.5 7.5
>1000 75 3.5 3.0 1.25 0.7 10.0
V> 161V
<50 2.0 1.0 0.75 0.3 0.15 2.5
<50 3.5 1.75 1.25 0.5 0.25 4.0
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2.2.2 Sources of Harmonics

Harmonic distortion results from the nonlinear characteristics of the devices and loads
in the power system. The device or equipment is said to be nonlinear when the
relationship between the instantaneous voltage and current is not linear. These nonlinear
loads primarily generate harmonic currents, which upon passing through the system

impedances produce voltage harmonics which distort the system voltage waveform.

Nowadays, modern semiconductor switching devices are employed in a wide variety
of domestic and industrial loads. They offer reliable and economical solutions to the
control of electric power, from a few watts to many megawatts. However, they are
considered as the main cause of an alarming amount of harmonic distortion in electric
power systems. The nonlinear characteristic of semiconductor devices as well as the
operational function of most power electronic circuits cause distorted current and
voltage waveforms in the supply system. These loads are commonly referred to as
“power electronics loads”, “power system polluters” or “distorting sources” in the

relevant literature.

Harmonic sources can be classified into three categories: saturable devices, arcing
devices, and power electronic devices. All of the above categories present nonlinear
voltage/current characteristics to the power system. Saturable devices, e.g. transformers,
[2,7] and arcing devices such as arc furnaces [2,8,9], arc welders and discharge type

lighting (fluorescent), are passive, and the nonlinearities are the result of physical
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characteristics of the iron core and electric arc. In power electronic equipment, the
switching of the semiconductor devices is responsible for the nonlinear characteristic.
The power electronic equipment includes adjustable speed motor drives, DC power
supplies, battery chargers, electronic ballasts, and many other rectifier/inverter

applications [2,10-13].

2.2.3 Effects of Harmonics

Harmonics in power systems can result in a variety of unwelcome effects. Harmonics
can cause signal interference, overvoltages, and circuit breaker failure, as well as

equipment heating, malfunction, and damage.

The IEEE Working Group on Power System Harmonics lists the following areas of

harmonic problems [6]:

e Failure of capacitor banks due to dielectric breakdown or reactive power

overload;

e Interference with ripple control and power line carrier systems, causing

misoperation of systems which accomplish remote switching , load control and

metering;

e Excessive losses resulting in heating of induction and synchrouns machines;
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e Overvoltages and excessive currents on the system from resonance to harmonic
voltages or currents in the network;

e Dielectric breakdown of insulated cables resulting from harmonic overvoltages

in the system;
e Inductive interface with telecommunication systems;
e Errors in meter readings;

e Signal interference and relay malfunction, particularly in solid state and

microprocessor-controlled systems;
e Interference with large motor controllers and power plant excitation systems;
e Mechanical oscillations of induction and synchrouns machines;

e Unstable operation of firing circuits based on zero crossing detecting or latching.

2.2.4 Harmonic Distribution in Distribution Systems

In electric distribution systems, the magnitude of the harmonic current component is
often inversely proportional to its harmonic order, i, .. oc—hl-, and f, «<h, where i, .. is
the peak value of the magnitude of the harmonic current, # is the harmonic order and

f, is the harmonic frequency. Fig. 2.1 displays a real distorted waveform generated by

a typical non-linear load and its harmonic spectrum [1].
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Fig 2.1 A typical distorted waveform and its harmonic content.

2.3 Harmonic Mitigation Techniques

As mentioned earlier, due to the increase in the use of nonlinear loads in the distribution
systems, large amounts of distorted current and voltage waveforms exit. Therefore, the
need to compensate for these distortions is essential in order to minimize their effects on

the distribution system and improve its efficiency.

Two approaches have been used to cut the harmonic-related problem and to enhance
the performance of the distribution system, namely passive approach and active
approach. The two harmonic filtering methods, passive and active are presented and

briefly discussed.
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2.3.1 Passive Harmonic Filters

Passive harmonic filters are made of inductive, capacitive, and resistive elements. They
are employed either to shunt the harmonic currents off the line or to block their flow
between parts of the system by tuning the elements to create a resonance at a selected
harmonic frequency (frequencies). When passive filters are connected in series with the
power line, they are designed to have a large impedance at a certain harmonic. This will
isolate the harmonics produced by the loads from reaching the supply system. However,
when they are connected in parallel with the power line, they provide a low impedance
path for selected harmonic currents to pass to ground, thus preventing them from
entering the supply system. Passive L-C tuned filters are the most common type of

passive filters.

Passive filters are relatively inexpensive compared to other means for eliminating
harmonic distortion. However, they are designed to filter specific harmonic

components; they are not adaptable to successfully filter varying harmonics.

Passive filters must be carefully sized. Undesirable large bus voltages can result
from using an oversized filter. An undersized filter can become overloaded. Filter size
can be difficult to gauge, considering that harmonic currents can be drawn from other

areas of a distribution system.
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The capacitance in passive filters may interact with the system impedance, which, in
fact, can result in a system resonance condition [2, 17,18]. In this scenario, harmonic
currents can be amplified on the source side and cause significant distortion in the
voltage. This resonance condition can persist even with the filter tuned slightly below
the system resonant frequency [2,18]. Also, changes in the distribution system can

cause the resonant point itself to change.

2.3.2 Active harmonic filters

Active power harmonic filtering is a relatively new technology for eliminating
harmonics which is based on sophisticated power electronics devices. An active power
filter consists of one or more power electronic converters which utilize power

semiconductor devices controlled by integrated circuits.

The use of active power filters to eliminate the harmonics before they enter a supply
system is the optimal method of dealing with the harmonics problem. While they do not
have the shortcomings of the passive filter, active power filters have some interesting

features outlined as follows:

e They can address more than one harmonic at a time and can compensate for
other power quality problems such as load imbalance and flicker. They are
particularly useful for large, distorting loads fed from relatively weak points on

the pbwer system.
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e They are capable of reducing the effect of distorted current/voltage waveforms
as well as compensating the fundamental displacement component of current

drawn by nonlinear loads.

e Because of high controllability and quick response of semiconductor devices,

they have faster response than the conventional SVC's.

e They primarily utilize power semiconductor devices rather than conventional
reactive components. This results in reduced overall size of a compensator and
expected lower capital cost in future due to the continucusly downward trend in

the price of the solid state switches.

However, the active power filter technology adds to complexity of circuitry (power
circuit and control). There will also be some losses associated with the semiconductor

switches

The concept of the active power filter is to detect or extract the unwanted harmonic
components of a line current, and then to generate and inject a signal into the line in
such a way to produce partial or total cancellation of the unwanted components. Active
power filters could be connected either in series or in parallel to power systems;
therefore, they can operate as either voltage sources or current sources. The shunt active
filter is controlled to inject a compensating current into the utility system so that it
cancels the harmonic currents produced by the nonlinear load. The principle of active

filtering for current compensation is shown in Fig. 2.2. The load current is nonlinear
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due to the nonlinear load. In this figure, the active filter is controlled to draw (or inject)

a current /. such that the source current [, =1, + 1, is sinusoidal.

The series active filter is connected in series with the utility system through a
matching transformer so that it prevents harmonic currents from reaching the supply
system or compensates the distortion in the load voltage. The series active filter is the
“dual” of the shunt active filter. Fig. 2.3 shows the application of an active power filter

in series with a

Point of Common
Coupling (PCC)

o
~—

| Ba

ol

I

af Is = [L+Iaf

Active
Power
Filter

Fig. 2.2: Basic configuration of a typical shunt active power filter

non-linear load. The active power filter in this configuration is referred to in the
literature as the series voltage injection type, and it is suitable for compensating the load
voltage in a weak AC system. It is controlled to insert a distorted voltage such that the

load voltage is sinusoidal and is maintained at a rated magnitude.
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Fig. 2.3: Harmonic voltage compensator.

There are two fundamental approaches for active power filtering: one that uses a
converter with an inductor to store up energy to be used to inject current of appropriate
magnitude and frequency contents into the system, called a current source converter
(CSC), and one that uses a capacitor as an energy storage element, called a voltage
source converter (VSC). When the magnitude and the frequency of the AC output
voltage or current is controlled by the pulse-width modulation (PWM) of the inverter

switches, such inverters are called PWM inverters.

Active power line filtering can be performed in the time domain or in the frequency
domain [19]. The correction in the time-domain is based on extracting the fundamental
component of the distorted line current using a notch filter, finding the instantaneous
error between the distorted waveform and its fundamental component, and
compensating for the deviation from the sinusoidal waveform by injecting the computed

error into the line. The correction in the frequency-domain, on the other hand, is based
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on the extraction of the harmonic components of the line current. A distinct advantage

of the frequency-domain techniques is the possibility of selected harmonic elimination.

2.4 Literature Review on Active Power Filters

There are many new ideas proposed in the technical literature for harmonic active
filtering applied to power systems. This has been motivated by the existing problems
associated with the use of passive filters and recent break-throughs in power handling
capabilities and speed of power semiconductor switches. Table 2.3 shows a partial
summary of some of the latest active power line conditioning techniques. It represents

the major trends in harmonic mitigation techniques using active filters.

2.4.1 Magnetic Flux Compensation

This method of harmonic elimination is performed using the principle of magnetic flux
compensation [26]. This is basically achieved by the use of current to produce a flux to
counteract the flux produced by the harmonics. The main drawback of this scheme is its
inability to remove the lower order harmonics (2"d ,3% and 4% ) without the need for a
very high power feedback amplifier. Also this work illustrates that the rather high cost
of the high power amplifier and the circuitry necessary to protect it from high voltages

are further drawbacks to this method.
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Table 2.3: Some active power line conditioning techniques

A. Ametani {28,29]

Methods Author(s) Features
Magnetic Flux compensation | Sasaki and Machida [26] harml:i:i:sn(l:l: :pf::::‘;.::ﬁ];i‘iz:u produced by the
Injection of Specific Bird, er al. [27] Injected a 3™ harmonic current Computer simulation
Harmonics

Generalization of Bird’s method Computer simulation

Active Power Filtering Using
PWM Inverters

Injection of PWM current using VSC and CSC, results are

Gyugyi and Strycula (30] verified experimentally
Introduction of p-¢ theory and development of 2 PWM-VSC for

Akagi, et al [31] reactive power compensation, results are verified
experimentally

. Injection of PWM current using CSC, the filter is controlled in

Hayashi, et al (32] frequency domain, results are verified by simulations

Kim, et al. [33] Injection of PWM current, results are verified by simulations

Fisher and Hoft [34] Three-Phnse Power Line Conditicner, results are verified by
simulations

. Static VAR Compensator with GTOs, results are verified by
Shashani (35] simulations
Moran, Ziogas, and Joos [37] A Power Factor Compensator and Harmonic Suppression

Using a PWM-VSC, results are verified experimentally

Enjeti, Ziogas and Lindsay (38]

Programmed PWM Techniques, results are verified
experimentally on 1-phase and 3-phase inverter configs

Choe, Wallace and Park (39]

PWM + Active Power Filters, results are verified by simulations

Williams and Hoft [40]

Power line Conditioners: a GTO Bridge + PWM, results are
verified by simutations

Combination of Active and
Passive Filters (Hybrid filters)

Takeda, Ikeada and Tominaga [45]

Installation of active power filter at Chubu Steei Co.,, in Japan

Peng, Akagi and Nabea [43]

PWM Active Filter + Passive LC Filter, results are verified

experimentally
.o . PWM Active Filter + Passive Filter, results are verified
Fujita and Akagi [44] rimentally
Tokoda et al [45] Active filter + LC filter, results are verified experimentally

Van Zyi, Enslin and Spee {46,47]

Introduction of power quality manager (PWM-VSC +passive
filters), results are verified experimentally

Akagi (48]

Integration of series and shunt active filters, results are verified
experimentally

Unified Power Quality Fujita [49]
Conditioner (UPQC) Discussion of the control strategy of the UPQC, results are
verified experimentally
Aredes, et.al. [S0] UPQC for fundamental frequency corapensation and active
harmonic mitigation.
Meynard and Foch [51] Multi level active power conditioner, results are verified by
simulations
Muiti Level and Multi Lai and Peng (52 Multi level SVC, results are verified by simulations
Converter Approach Ned mohan [56] PWM-VSC multi converter, results are verified by simulations
Peng [57] Modular Topology of Active Power Conditioner, results are

verified experimentally
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2.4.2 Injection of a Specific Harmonic Current

Bird, er al. [27] were among the first to attempt to reduce harmonic distortion, as
opposed to the use of conventional passive filters. They proposed that the harmonic
currents produced by pulse converters could be eliminated or partially eliminated by
injecting a third harmonic current to the rectangular waveform produced by the
converter. Bird’s experimental results proved that the method is effective in eliminating
one harmonic of choice. However, Bird’s work was costly and inefficient and its major
drawback was that it was impossible to fully eliminate more than one harmonics. Later
on, Bird’s work was generalized and improved [28,29] to eliminate multiple harmonics.
Both of the above methods are predetermined methods, namely, they inject fixed
harmonic frequency currents. They have the same disadvantage as passive filters in that

the harmonics must be known in advance.

2.4.3 Active Harmonic Filtering Using PWM Converters

In 1976 Gyugyi and Strycula presented the concept to compensate for harmonics by the
applications of semiconductor switches in the form of PWM inverters. [30]. They
presented a switching system, which consisted of a simple bridge circuit of transistors
switched in pairs to produce a two-level current waveform using the PWM technique.
Two topologies based on CSC and VSC were proposed which were controlled to

counteract the flow of harmonic currents from the nonlinear load to the utility system.
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The correction of the distorted signal occurs in the time domain which is based on the
principle of holding the instantaneous voltage or current within some tolerance of a sine
wave. The timing of the switching needed was determined by a control unit which
monitored the instantaneous load voltage. The work done by Gyugyi and Strycula was
one of pioneering attempts to compensate for harmonic components using the PWM

inverters.

However, most of the proposals in active power conditioning presented during the
1970s were in a laboratory stage because the circuit technology was too poor to

practically implement the compensation.

In the 1980s, the remarkable progress in power electronic technology (specifically,
fast switching devices) encouraged the interest in the study of active power line
conditioners for reactive power and harmenic compensations. Akagi and others
introduced p-q theory and developed a PWM-voltage type converter topology for
instantaneous reactive power compensation [31]. In this work, the authors decomposed
the instantaneous voltages and currents into orthogonal components yielding, in the
time domain, a component termed the instantaneous reactive power. The active filter is
controlled to eliminate this instantaneous reactive power thus resulting in reactive
power compensation in the time domain. The notion of “the instantaneous reactive
power” is only applicable to 3-phase systems. Hayashi and others reported current-

source active filters for harmonic compensation [32]. In this application, the current
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compensation control was done in the frequency domain in terms of closed loop control.
A research group in Korea presented an active power filter that reduced the magnitude
of harmonics by means of the injection of PWM currents made up of sine and cosine
terms of a compensating current [33]. Enjeti [38] provides an evaluation of several
PWM techniques to eliminate harmonics for single phase and three phase inverters.
Guidelines to choose the appropriate topology for each application are also presented.

The main problem with the schemes, which utilized the PWM switching technique,

is the high switching losses invoived due to the fast switching rates.

2.4.4 Hybrid Filters

In order to reduce the ratings of active power filters, designs that combine active filters
and passive filters have been implemented by many researchers [36,43-47]. Peng et.al.
[43] proposed the use of a small capacity series active filter to operate in parallel with a
traditional bank of passive filters. This technique is different from the previous method
in that it does not use the active filter for harmonic current compensation, but rather to

improve the filtering characteristics of the passive filters.

The objective of this series filter is to exhibit zero impedance at the fundamental
frequency and a high impedance at the harmonic frequencies created due to a parallel

resonant situation between the passive filters and the source impedance. The
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determination of the harmonic currents to be injected by the active filter is based on p-q

theory developed by Akagi[31].

The main drawback of this topology, in addition to the switching losses associated
with the PWM control method, is the series transformer that would require a high basic
insulation level to withstand the large switching transients and lightning surges. Another
significant point is that the current carried by the active filter will also include the
fundamental component of the load current and the fundamental leading power factor

current of the shunt passive filter.

In order to avoid the problems associated with the active filter in parallel with
passive filters topology, another combined system of active filters and passive filters or
LC circuits was proposed by Fujita and Akagi[44] and Tokuda er.al. [45]. Again, the
aim is to reduce the required size of the active filter. In these schemes, the active filters
are connected in series with either a shunt passive filter or an LC tuned filter. The
difference between these topologies and the one presented in reference [43] is that the
single-phase PWM inverters are replaced by one three-phase inverter and the DC-side
voltage source is regulated by a feedback loop. In another work, VanZyle et al [46-47]
proposed a relocatable converter to be used in series with a passive filter that is
permanently installed on the line and is called the Power Quality Manager (PQM). The

passive filter consists of tuned filters for fifth and seventh order harmonics. The PQM is
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used to as SVC to improve the voltage regulation and has the capability to work as a

harmonic isolator.

The weakness of these schemes is that the active filter always carries the capacitive
fundamental component of the current through the shunt passive filter or the LC tuned

filter.

2.4.5 Unified Power Quality Conditioner (UPQC)

The unified power quality conditioners (UPQC) are a new family of active power
filters, which consist of two 3-phase VSC, connected back to back with a common dc
coupling capacitor [48]. One inverter is shunt connected with the power line and the
other is connected in series through a transformer. The main objective of the series
active filter in the UPQC is harmonic isolation between a sub-transmission system and a
distribution system. In addition, the series active filter has the capability of voltage-
flicker/imbalance compensation as well as voltage regulation and harmonic
compensation at the point of common coupling (PCC). The main purpose of the shunt
filter is to absorb harmonic currents, compensate for reactive power and negative

sequence current and regulate the dc-link between both active filters.

Later, Fujita [49] provided experimental results obtained from the UPQC laboratory
model and discussed the control strategy of the UPQC with the focus on the flow of the

instantaneous active and reactive powers inside the UPQC.
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Recently, a generalized and improved work has been introduced by Aredes et.al.
[50], in which a generic control concept based on the 'instantaneous and imaginary
power theory for UPFC (UPQC) is presented. They proposed a device, called Universal
Active Power Line Conditioner (UPLC) that incorporates both a fundamental frequency

compensation and active harmonic mitigation.

The UPQC (UPLC) consists of two IGBT dc-ac power inverters and their switching
strategies are based on a PWM control technique. The main limitation of the proposed
UPQC (UPL.C) besides the high switching losses and control complexity is the inability
of the proposed device to perform simultaneous jobs. This is because of the limitations
of the PWM to include all the functions within the same time window, which results in

over modulation.

2.4.6 Configuration for High Power Applications (Multi level
converters)

For low-power applications, such as industrial applications, the active power filter can
be realized by one PWM converter [31,32,43,46]. The required voltage-withstand and
current-carrying capabilities can be achieved by series and parallel connections of
semiconductor switches. However, in high- power applications, the filtering job cannot
be performed by one converter alone, due to the power rating and switching frequency

limitations of semiconductor switches, as well as the problems associated with
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connecting a large number of switches in series or in parallel to attain the necessary

ratings.

To overcome the above-mentioned restrictions, the concept of multi level and mulua
converter topologies has been introduced [51,56-60]. The general structure of the
multilevel converters is to synthesize a staircase voltage waveform (sinusoidal wave for
an infinite number of levels) from different levels voltages, typically obtained from

capacitor voltage sources.

Menard and Foch [51] propose a multi-level active current filter suitable for HV
networks. They present a simulation of a case study for a 20 kV power system. In this
study, the compensation of the current harmonics was up to 19" order. The main
limitations of the multi-level configuration are the switching frequency and neutral

voltage fluctuation.

Cascade multi-converter active power filters based on VSC topology have been
proposed recently [56-60]. They have neither the switching frequency and neutral
voltage fluctuation limitations of multi-level configuration [56] nor the problems
associated with the parallel and series connection of switches of the single-converter
scheme. The main drawbacks of cascade multi-converter active power filters are low

reliability and control circuit complexity.

Another multi-converter active filtering approach is proposed by Huang and Wu

[60]. This approach is an extension of the fundamental filtering concepts introduced by
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the author of this thesis [59], but using 3-phase voltage source converters. In this work,

a test result obtained from the laboratory prototype was provided.

2.5 Concluding Remarks on Existing Active
Power Filters

Based on the literature survey on the subject of active power filters and active filtering

techniques, one finds:

e Almost all of the recently proposed active power filters utilize PWM switching
control strategy. However, the conventional PWM inverter based active power
filtering schemes suffer from high-switching losses incurred in the PWM

switching technique.

e Most of the recent existing active power filters are realized by one unit of single-
phase or three-phase bridge converter of voltage- or current-source topology
[20,21]. However, there are some other attempts, which are based on multi-
converter and multi level topologies. The advantage of single-phase topology
lies in its capability of capturing the unbalanced load conditions. The CSC
based active power filtering receives more attention in power quality control

applications due to the recent developments in semiconductor industry.
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Therefore, it is expected to outperform VSC topology specifically in single-

phase applications.

® Most of the existing active filter systems are suffering from low reliability. They
mainly consist of a single unit with a high power rating to take care of all the
harmonic components in the distorted signal. Any failure in any of the active

filter devices will make the entire equipment ineffective.

e The correction of the distorted waveform can be performed in the time domain
or in the frequency domain. Correction in the time domain has the advantages of
fast control response but it does not have dynamic information on the harmonic
spectrum. Therefore, active power filters utilizing time domain control will be
switched at high switching rate to cover the whole bandwidth of the harmonic to
be filtered. Various time domain control techniques are proposed in the
literature, but instantaneous reactive power based on p-q theory is the most
common control method utilized in active power filters. However, it is only
applicable to 3-phase systems and its performance is degraded if the source
voltage is distorted. On the other hand, correction in the frequency domain,
which is mainly implemented by the FFT, has the advantage of flexible control
of individual harmonics (cancel selected harmonics) due to the availability of
the information on the harmonic components. However, its main disadvantage is

its high computational requirement.
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Chapter 3
Harmonic Estimation

Techniques

3.1 Overview

One important issue that assesses and evaluates the quality of the delivered power is the
estimation or extraction of harmonic components from distorted current or voltage
waveforms. In order to provide high-quality electricity, it is essential to accurately
estimate or extract time varying harmonic components, both the magnitude and the

phase angle, to mitigate them using active power filters.

There are several harmonic estimation techniques reported in the literature [62-78]

among which the discrete Fourier transform (DFT), the Kalman filter (KF) and

37
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Artificial Neural Networks (ANN) are the most popular. Fig. 3.1 displays some of these

estimation technique references.

A comprehensive simulation analysis will be conducted in this chapter to select the
most suitable estimation technique for the proposed active power filter. The final

conclusion will be based on a performance analysis under different operating condition.

Harmonic
Estimation Methods

l , l

Fourier Transform Kalman Filter Neural Network
——» Cooly et al [62] | —p Dash et al [67] . » Hartana ef al/[73] -
——— Harris [63] L Girgis et a/ [68] ____» Mori et al [74]
L Brigham [64] ——p Haili Ma et al [69] L p Pecharanin et al [75]

9 Moreno Saiz et al [70] —® Osowski [76]

L Dash et al [77]

Fig. 3.1: Some of harmonic estimation methods

3.2 Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT)

The DFT-based algorithm (fast Fourier transform (FFT)) for harmonic measurement
and analysis is a well-known technique and is widely used due to its low computational

requirement. In this approach [62-64], the coefficients of individual harmonics are
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computed by implementing fast Fourier transform on digitized samples of a measured
waveform in a time window. The description of the algorithm is well documented in
many references [62-64] and the equations used for calculating the amplitude and phase

angle of the harmonic using DFT are briefly described in Appendix (A).

There are several performance limitations inherent in the FFT application. These

limitations are [64]:

1) the waveform is assumed to be of a constant magnitude during the window size

considered (stationary),

2) the sampling frequency must be greater than twice the highest frequency of the

signal to be analyzed, and

3) the window length of data must be an exact integer multiple of power-frequency

cycles.

It has been reported in [68] that failing to satisfy these conditions will result in
leakage and picket fence effects and hence inaccurate waveform frequency analysis.
Moreover, the DFT-based algorithm can cause computational error and may lead to
inaccurate results if the signal is contaminated by noise and/or the dc component is of a

decaying nature [77].

As far as the active filters are concerned, and because the transformation process

takes time, the harmonic compensation will be delayed by two cycles if the FFT is used
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as an estimation tool [75]. This will influence the performance of active filtering in case

that the load current is in fluctuated state.

3.3 Harmonic Estimation Using Kalman Filter

In the Kalman filter approach [67-70], a state variable mathematical model of the signal,
including all possible harmonic components, is used. Dash and Sharaf [67] were among
the first who utilized the Kalman filter technique to estimate the stationary harmonic
components of known frequency from unknown measurement noise. Girgis et.al [68]
generalized the work in reference [67] to predict time-varying harmonics too. However,
it was pointed out in reference [68] that the Kalman filter scheme requires more
computational process to update the state vector when estimating the time varying

harmonics compared to the stationary.

Later, Haili Ma and Girgis [69] utilized the Kalman filter approach to identify and
track the harmonic sources in power systems. A hardware implementation of the
Kalman filter to track power system harmonics based on the work done by Girgis [68]

was presented by Moreno Saize ez. al [70].

In the following sub-sections a state space model of a time varying signal and a brief

description of the Kalman filter algorithm will be explained.
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3.3.1 State-Space Model of a Time Varying Signal

Consider the following time-varying sinusoidal signal

y(#) = Z(#)sin(or + (1)) 3.1)
or,
y(t) = A(t) cos(wt) + B(t)sin(wt) (3.2)
where,

Z(t) = JA2 (1) + B*(2) and ()= tan™ (B(t) A(;))

Assume that we are interested in estimating the variables x, = A(#) and x, = B(¢) which
represent the in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the signal given in equation
(3.2). These variables represented by the vector X are often denoted by the term state

variables and are governed by the state equations

1 0
*2 fin 0 1]x £ L2,
where, w, and w, allow the state variables for random walk (time variation) and the
subscripts on the vectors represent the time step. The measurement equation would
include the signal and noise and can be represented as:

X
z, =[coswz, sinmtk][ ‘] +V, (3.4)
X3

k

where V, represents random measurement noise and £, = K¥* sampling time
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The state space mathematical model can be expanded to a time-varying signal that

includes N-harmonics. Consider the distorted signal f(z)with the Fourier series

expansion:

N
F)=Y Z,(t)sin(lot +¢,(z)) (3.5)
=1
where, Z,(t)and ¢,(¢)are the amplitude and the phase angle of the [** harmonic,

respectively and N is the total number of harmonics.

The discrete-time representation of £(r) will be:

N N
F@) =Y A,)sinlo(t,)+Y, B (t,)coslo(,) (.6)
1=l =1

where, A, (t,)=Z,(t,)cos9,(t.), B,(t,)=2Z,(.)sing, ().

Each frequency component requires two state variables. These state variables are

defined by equation (3.7) and represent the components in phase and quadrature of each

harmonic.
x‘(tk)=A,(t,c) xz(tk)‘:B[(tk)
: : 3.7
Xou 1 (8) = A, (1) X,, (¢ ) =B,(t,)

The state variable equation (3.7) can be expressed as

X, =®,X, +W, (3.8)
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where, X,,,is the(2rnx1) state vector at time ¢,,,, X, is the (2rX1) state vector at time
t,, The(2nx2n) transition matrix @, in the equation (3.8) relates the state at time

step 7, to the state at step ¢,,,. The random variable W, is a (2nx1) vector assumed to

be uncorrelated and of known covariance and represents the discrete variation of the

state variables due to an input white noise sequence.

In expanded form, equation (3.8), can be expressed as

x, 1 0 - - 0| x
x, 01 - - 0| =x
coa g . . . . . ves + Wk (3 .9)
x?.n—l - : °T : x.’.n—l
| %20 it 0 - - X, Je

The Measurements of this process are made at discrete instants of time according to the

linear relation given by the equation:

[ cos(wt,) | [ x
sin(wt,) X,
z, =H X, +V, = : | +V, (3.10)

cos(nwt,) | | x,

| sin(not,) | [ X

L “Ten Lk

where, z,is the measurement at time ¢,. The (1x2n) vector H,in the measurement
equation (3.10) relates the state vector X, to the measurement z, at timez,. TheV,is

the measurement noise assumed to be a white sequence and not correlated with the

sequence W, .
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3.3.2 Kalman Filter Algorithm

The Kalman filter is a recursive data processing algorithm that combines all available
measurement data, plus priori knowledge about the system and measuring device, to
produce an estimate of the desired variables in such a manner that the error is

minimized statistically.

In the implementation of a Kalman filter, a mathematical model of signals in state
space form is used. Consider the state space model given by equation (3.8) and (3.10).

Both of the equations are repeated here for convenience

State variable equation;

X,,=®.X, +W, (3.11)

Measurement equation:

z, =H,X, +V, (3.12)

The variance of the measurement noise V, is equal to R, and the covariance matrix for

the W, vector is mathematically given by:

Qk’ i:k
EW W |= 3.13
[ k i ] {O, i?‘-’k ( )

where E|W, W | is the expected value of (W, W7 )
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The design objective of Kalman filter is to determine the optimal estimate X, based
on the {zi }(0<i<k) such that P, = E[eke,” is minimum. The estimation error e, is
defined by the equation

‘ e, =X, -X, (3.14)
where, {z }is a sequence of samples of z, and P, is the covariance matrix of the

estimation error.

The Kalman filter estimation process is performed in two stages: time update stage
and measurement update stage. In the first stage, the Kalman filter projects forward in
time the current state and error covariance estimates to obtain the a priori estimates for
the next time step. The measurement update stage is responsible for incorporating a new

measurement into a priori estimate to obtain an improved a posteriori estimate.
Starting from initial estimate of the system X and associated covariance matrix P;,

we can use the measurements z, to improve this first estimate. Therefore, using the

state space model given by equations (3.11) and (3.12) the measurement update stage

can be mathematically represented by:

K, =P/H'(R, +H,P;H?)" (3.15)
X, =X; +K,(z -H,X]) (3.16)
P, = (I"'Kka )PI:— 3.17)
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—

where X, is the estimate updated at z,, K, is a Kalman filter gain at the instant ¢,
P =E l(X‘c -X)(X, —XZ)TJ is an a priori error covariance matrix,

P, E[(X,c —ik X, —f(k)rl is an a posteriori error covariance matrix, and I is a

Il

(2nx2n) identity matrix.

Making use of the state transition matrix, we can project the filter ahead and use the

measurement at instant ¢, ,. Therefore, the estimate for the instant f,,, and the error

covariance matrix associated with this estimate will be:

X, =0.X, (3.18)
P, =®.P®; +Q, (3.19)

3.4 Harmonic Estimation using Artificial Neural
Networks

There are many available algorithms for estimation of power system harmonic
components based on learning principles. Some of ANN algorithms are based on the
backpropagation learning rule [73-75] while others utilized the LMS (Widrow-Hoff)
learning rule [76-78]. Hartana and Richards{73] were among the first who used
backpropagation ANN to track harmonics in large power systems, where it is difficult to
locate the magnitude of the unknown harmonic sources. In their method, an initial

estimation of the harmonic source in a power system was made using neural networks.
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They used a multiple two-layer feedforward neural network to estimate each harmonic
amplitude and phase. The scheme was trained to identify the harmonic sources in a 14-
bus system. Mo et. al.[74] have provided a basic ANN model to estimate the voltage
harmonics from real measured data. In their paper, a comparison between the
conventional estimation methods for predicting the 5™ harmonic is given. Pecharanin
et.al [75] presented an ANN topology, based on the backpropagation learning rule, for
harmonic estimation to be used in active power filters. They taught the neural network
to map the amplitude of the 3™ as well as the 5™ harmonic from a half cycle of a
distorted current waveform. This method has a limited applicability in active filtering
since it does not consider the detection of the harmonic phase angles in which it may
increase the distortion and make the case worse if the injected signal is of the wrong

phase.

The main drawback of the backpropagation ANN is the requirement of the huge data
set required for training. Also, the backpropagation ANN may lead to inaccurate results
because of the random-like behavior and the large variations in the amplitude and the

phase of the harmonic components and/or in the presence of random noise [78].

Osowski [76] provided an ANN that is based on the least mean square (LMS)
learning principle to estimate the harmonic components in a power system. He built

electronic circuitry that minimizes the error between the desired (measured) samples of
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the line voltage and the output of the neural network in an adaptive way. The Osowski

method makes the hardware implementation of harmonic estimation using ANN visible.

Later, Dash et.al [77] utilized the ADALINE, a version of an ANN, as a new
harmonic estimation technique. The learning rule of the method is based on the LMS
introduced by Widrow-Hoff. ADALINE is an adaptive technique. Its main advantages
are speed and noise rejection [77-78]. It proves to be superior to the Kalman Filter

technique in finding the magnitudes and phases of the harmonics {77].

3.4.1 ADAptive Linear NEuron (ADALINE)

The ADALINE is a two layered feed-forward perceptron, (see Appendix B), having N
input units and a single output unit. The ADALINE is described as a combinatorial
circuit that accepts several inputs and produces one output. Its output is a linear
combination of these inputs. An ADALINE in block diagram form is depicted in Fig.
3.2.

The input to the ADALINE is X =(x,,X,,X,,"X,)" , where xo, is called a bias term or

bias input, is set to 1. The ADALINE has a weighted vector W = (w,, w;, w,,--~w,)" , and

its output is simply y = W’ - X = wy + wyx, + WX, +eeeeeee. +w,x,.

In a digital implementation, this element receives at time k an input signal vector or

input pattern vector X(k) ={x,, X, X - - - x,,k]Tand a desired response y,(k),
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a special input used to affect learning. The components of the input vector are weighted

by a set of coefficients, the weight vector W(k)=[wy,, wy, Wy - -~ - wul . The

sum of the weighted inputs, i.e., y(k) = W (k)" X(k) is then computed. The weights are

essentially continuous variable, and can take on negative as well as positive values.

+1

Input - I Output
Vector X2 Wai » P >
% ] /\_/ Ve
xn
Desired
Adaptation Error e Output
Algorithm e, Ya

Fig. 3.2. Adaptive linear neuron ( ADALINE )

During the training process, input patterns and corresponding desired responses are
presented to the ADALINE. An adaptation algorithm, usually the Widrow-Hoff LMS
algorithm, is used to adjust the weights so that the output responses of the input patterns
become as close as possible to their respective desired responses. This algorithm
minimizes the sum of squares of the linear errors over the training set. The linear error

e(k) is defined to be the difference between the desired response y, (k) and the linear

output y(k), at time or sample k.
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3.4.1.1 Widrow-Hoff learning rule

The Widrow-Hoff learning delta rule calculates the changes to weights of

ADALINE to minimize the mean square error between the desired signal output y, (k)

and the actual ADALINE output y(k) over all k. The weight adjustment, or adaptation,

equation can be written as [79]

e(k)X (k)

Wk+1) =W(k)+a-x—.i.-(—k)—i—(k)'

(3.20)
where k = time index of iteration, W(k)= weight vector at time X, X(k)= input vector

at time k, e(k) =y, (k)— y(k) = error at time &, and a = reduction factor.

3.4.2 ADALINE as Harmonic Estimator

The ADALINE has been used to estimate the time-varying magnitudes and phases of
the fundamental and harmonics in a distorted waveform [77-78], Fig 3.3. Consider a
distorted signal f(r) with the Fourier series expansion:

N
f@y=A4,e"+Y Z sin(lor+9¢,) (3.21)

=1

where, A,e™is the decaying dc component, g=decaying coefficient, Z, and ¢, are the

amplitude and the phase angle of the [”harmonic, respectively, and N is the total
number of harmonics. In the literature [77-78], o is assumed to be known in advance.

The discrete-time representation of f(z) will be:
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N N
f@,)=A, A-BkT,)+ Y, A, -sinlor, +Y, B, -cos loz, (3.22)

=1 =1
where, the term A, (1-PkT,), represents the first two terms of the Taylor series
expansion of the decaying dc component, T7,=2n/wN,, N (is the sampling

rate, A, = Z,cos@,, B,=Z,sing,, and r(k) = K sampling time.

Weight
Vector
wﬁ%’
sin w(k) )\M.I
cos wr(k) )@;(' -
: /‘(' ' Output
sin N ax(k) ):y— y(k)
—
cos N ax(k) Wi,
+1
— kT, o Desired
Output
Error yolk)
< Adaptation e(k) Aé‘__
| ——————" Algorithm

Fig. 3.3 ADALINE as harmonic components estimator.

To extract the fundamental and harmonic components from f(k), the ADALINE

input vector, X(k), is chosen to be:

X (k)= [sinwi(k) coswi(k) sin2w1t(k) cos2wi(k) , (3.23)
-------- , sin Nwt(k) cos Nawe(k) 1 kT,

and its desired output y,(k) is set to be equal to the actual signal, f (k).

Perfect tracking is attained when the tracking error e(k) is brought to zero ( or below a

pre-specified value). Then
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y(k) =y (k) = f(k)=W]X(k) (3.24)

where W, the weight vector after final convergence is attained, is:

wo=[Ai B - Ay By A, ﬁAdc} (3.25)

The estimated magnitudes and phases of the harmonics (Z, and ¢,, [ =1,...., N) can be

readily calculated from the elements of W, , i.e., the Fourier coefficients. Therefore,

Z, =Wl -1y +w3(2l) (3.26)
_eao-1w, (20)
¢( =tan { Aa (21 - 1)} (327)

3.5 Evaluation of The Estimation Techniques

In this section, both of the harmonic estimation techniques (ADALINE and Kalman
filter) are investigated and compared against each other from different points of view
using computer simulations. FFT is used as a reference for this comparison. The
diagonal elements of the process covariance matrix Q and the measurement noise

variance R of the Kalman filter algorithm are chosen to be 0.01 and 0.001, respectively

[77].

3.5.1 Speed and Convergence

To test the speed and convergence of the estimation techniques (ADALINE and Kalman

filter), a waveform of known harmonic contents is taken for estimation. The waveform
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consisting of the fundamental, third, fifth, seventh, eleventh, thirteenth and nineteenth

harmonics is simulated using MATLAB. The waveform is described as

f(2) = L.0sin(wt +10° ) +0.2sin(3 ot +20° ) + 0.08 sin(5 wt + 30 ) + 0.05 sin(7wt + 407) (3.28)
+0.06sin(11 ot +50%) +0.05sin(13 at + 607 ) +0.03 sin(19 ot + 709)

The sampling frequency was selected to be 64x60 Hz.

Fig.3.4 shows the estimation of the magnitude and phase of the fundamental, fifth
and seventh harmonics, respectively. Both of the estimation algorithms estimate the
harmonic parameters correctly in the time interval corresponding to approximately one

period (T) of the fundamental frequency.

f -
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Fig. 3.4: Estimated magnitude and phase angle of the fundamental, fifth and seventh harmonics
(a) using ADALINE (b) using Kalman filter
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3.5.2 Harmonic Estimation in the Presence of Noise and
Decaying dc Components

Further investigations have been made to check the ability of the above-mentioned
algorithms in tracking the waveform harmonic components in the presence of random
noise and decaying dc component. A random noise of variance 0.02 and an

exponentially decaying dc component represented as (0.lexp(~5t)) were added to the
measured samples of the waveform given by equation (3.28).
Fig 3.5(a), Fig. 3.5(b) and Fig. 3.5(c) display the results of estimation of the

fundamental and the fifth harmonic using ADALINE, 12-state tuned Kalman filter and

FFT, respectively.

On comparison of Fig. 3.5(a), Fig. 3.5(b) and Fig. 3.5(c), one can observe that the
ADALINE has a better performance in terms of convergence speed and noise rejection
compared with the Kalman filter and FFT in the presence of random noise and decaying

dc component.

3.5.3 High Sampling Rate

In order to investigate the performance of the estimation algorithm signals with high
sampling rate, the sampling points of the signal given by equation (3.28) are increased.

Fig. 3.6(a), Fig. 3.6(b) and Fig. 3.6(c) present the influence of increasing the sampling
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rate on the results of the estimation of the magnitudes and phases given in Fig. 3.5(a),
Fig. 3.5(b) and Fig. 3.5(c). The figures show the performance of ADALINE is improved
dramatically compared with the Kalman filter and that the error e(k) between the
measured waveform and the output of ADALINE is reduced by increasing the number

of samples.

3.5.4 Simplicity and Practical Applicability

The algorithm for ADALINE is simple and computationally efficient compared to
Kalman filter algorithms that require high amounts of computation due to
transcendental function evaluation and matrices inversion in real time. This makes
ADALINE more suitable for on-line applications specifically when it is used for

estimating time-varying signals.

3.5.5 Frequency Tracking

One of the common problems with FFT is the spectral leakage effect resulting from
the deviation in the fundamental frequency. A fundamental frequency offset of 0.4 Hz
produces an error of 10% in the amplitude of the fifth harmonic [80]. To overcome this
problem, a variety of numerical algorithms have been developed for frequency

measurement, such as the zero crossing technique. This technique is simple and reliable
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Fig. 3.6: The influence of high sampling rate on the estimation of fundamental and 50
harmonic amplitude

(b) using ADALINE

(c) using Kalman filter

(d) using FFT

but its performance has a cost: long measurement times (generally more than 3 cycles of
the fundamental). Both the Kalman fiiter and FFT may use zero crossing as an external
algorithm to measure the fundamental frequency. However, the ADALINE algorithm is
modified by combining the fundamental frequency tracking with ADALINE-based

harmonic analyzer as proposed in Chapter 5.
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The fundamental frequency tracking capability is an important feature for successful
active harmonic filtering. An unregulated dc-side of the CSC module is expected if the

fundamental frequency drifts from its nominal value.

From the above comparison, one can observe the following:

1. Both of the estimation algorithms (ADALINE, Kalman filter) have similar
performance and the convergence achieved within one cycle of fundamental
frequency when the analyzed signal is not contaminated with noise and decaying

dc component.

2. The ADALINE produces faster convergence and noise rejection in the presence

of noise and decaying dc components compared with the Kalman filter and FFT.

3. As the number of samples of a measured waveform corrupted by a dc
component, harmonic and noise is increased, the ADALINE exhibits better
performance compared with the Kalman filter. As the value of the decaying dc
component increases, the performance of the Kalman filter and FFT got worse.
Note that the results shown in Fig. 3.5 and Fig. 3.6 happen to be case dependent
and the performance of the Kalman filter would be improved by the proper

selection of the filter parameters Q and R.

4. The Kalman filter technique estimates the harmonic components by utilizing a

smaller number of samples and in relatively shorter time as compared to FFT
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[77]. But, its main problem is the high computational demand due to
transcendental function evaluations. This makes the Kalman filter approach unfit

for on-line applications, specifically for extracting time-varying harmonics.

3.6 Summary

In this chapter, three different harmonic estimation approaches (ADALINE, Kalman

filter and FFT) were discussed. The harmonic estimation methods presented throughout

this work can be evaluated as follows:

e The ADALINE and Kalman filter are recursive techniques, and they are faster

than the FFT method and they have a noise rejection capability. However, the
Kalman filter is computationally burdensome because of the evaluation of the

transcendental functions and the involved matrices inversion.

The estimation algorithms exhibit similar performance when the analyzed signal

is not corrupted with noise and decaying dc component.

The ADALINE has better overall performance compared with the Kalman filter
and FFT algorithms especially if the signal is corrupted by noise and a decaying
dc component. However, the performance could be improved by proper tuning

of the Kalman filter parameters.
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e The speed and accuracy in estimating the time-varying harmonic components in
a noisy environment, automatic tuning to the system frequency, and the adaptive
feature are the main advantages of ADAILINE over the other estimation

algorithms.

The analytical expectation has been verified in this chapter by extensive simulation

results using the MATLAB simulation package.

Since ADALINE outperforms the other harmonic estimation techniques in terms of
simplicity and practical applicability as well as noise rejection capability, it is well
suited as an estimation tool for the modular harmeonic filtering approach presented in

this proposal.
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Chapter 4
Active Power Filtering

4.1 Overview

The objective of this chapter is to study the base configuration of the active source used
in active filters and how the active sources behave as a linear amplifier using PWM

switching strategy. Emphasis is given to the losses due to the PWM technique.

The configuration of the active source is first given in section 4.2 to highlight the
basic power converter topologies used in active power filters. Section 4.3 details the
PWM switching technique and how high-power amplifiers are formed using PWM

technique. The calculation of the conduction and switching losses in the active power

61
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filters are explained in details in section 4.4. Finally, the comparison between single-

phase CSC and VSC followed by the summary are given at the end of the chapter.

4.2 Configuration of the Active Source

As seen in Chapter 2, active power filtering based on the injection method is basically
performed by replacing the portion of the sine wave that is missing in the current drawn
by a nonlinear load. This can be accomplished in two stages. The first stage consists of
detecting the amplitudes and phases of the AC harmonic currents (or any system
quantity associated with them) which are present in the AC line. The second stage is the
injection of the appropriate harmonic currents (or insertion of appropriate harmonic
voltages) at the appropriate frequency so as to supply the AC harmonic currents

required by the nonlinear load.

The active harmonic source within the filtering network is basically a static
converter connected to a DC source. The converter must be controlled to provide the
proper filtering harmonic currents or voltages. This is accomplished by shaping the DC
input source into an output waveform of appropriate magnitude and frequency through

modulation of semiconductor switches [20].

The harmonic converter can use either a DC voltage source or a DC current source.
The DC source of a voltage converter consists of a capacitor that resists voltage

changes, while that of a current converter consists of an inductor that resists current
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changes. In both cases, the DC source receives its power from the AC power system.
Converters are referred to as either voltage-fed or current-fed according to the type of
DC-side source. The basic voltage and current source converter topologies are displayed
in Fig. 4.1. In the current-source converter, a diode is placed in series with every switch
to avoid reverse breakdown of the switch when the voltage across the switch during the
OFF-period is negative. In voltage-source converter, an inverted diode is placed across
each switch to provide a path for the current when the current cannot pass through the

switch.

The power electronic circuits and devices used in both types of converter are quite
similar. Most of the existing active power filters utilize switching devices such as gate
turn-off thyristor (GTO), bipolar junction transistor (BJT) and insulated gate bipolar
transistor (IGBT) for switching speeds up to 50 kHz. However the most attractive
device is the IGBT. It has the merit of fast switching capability and requires very little
drive power at the gate. Recently, a new generation of the IGBTs family called Non-
Punch-Through (NPT) IGBT has emerged in the market. The distinct advantage of this
device over its predecessor in IGBTs family is its ability to block the same voltage in

both directions.
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Fig. 4.1: (a) Single-phase and three-phase current-source converter (CSC)
(b) Single-phase and three-phase voltage-source converter (VSC)
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4.3 The Sinusoidal-Pulse-Width Modulation
(SPWM) Switching Strategy

PWM is a simple switching technique to control power converters. It employs switching
at a constant frequency (a constant switching time) to control the output voltage or
current. It generates control-switching signals to control the state (on or off) of the

switch(s). This is achieved by comparing a control voltage signal (v,,,.) With a

repetition waveform of a frequency higher than the fundamental frequency. The output
of the comparator controls the switches. The output voltage or current of the converter,
Fig. 4.2, is in the form of pulse trains having the same frequency -as the generated
switching signals. The pulse train is modulated so that the local average value of each
pulse is equal to the instantaneous value of the required signal at the time of its
occurrence. If the control signal is a sinusoidal waveform, the method is called the

sinusoidal pulse width modulation (SPWM).

In order to obtain a sinusoidal current waveform at a desired frequency, a sinusoidal
control (modulating) signal at the desired frequency is compared with a repetitive

switching frequency triangular (carrier) waveform, as shown in Fig. 4.3. Whenever the
value of the modulating signal (v, ) is higher than that of the carrier signal (v,;), the
power switches pair (Ss3, S4) is turned OFF and, immediately, the other pair (Si, S2) is

turned ON. Contrarily, whenever v_,,,., is lower than v,,, the pair of switches (Sy, S2)
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is switched on and hence the other pair is switched off. The converter output current

(1,,) is a train of variable duration pulses that fluctuates between * Ij., which will

reproduce the modulated signal when averaged.

The ratio of the peak of the amplitude of the modulating signal (Vo) to the

amplitude of the triangular waveform (V,,) is defined as the “amplitude modulation

index”

—~

ma = chfurol (41)

V

i

The amplitude of the desired fundamental component of the output current (I 10)d >
provided that m, <1 and that the frequency of the triangular waveform ( f,) is much
larger than the frequency of the modulated signal ( f, ), is given by

(iAo)d = ma Idc (42)

Therefore, the PWM converter behaves like a linear amplifier, as long as the
amplitude of the carrier signal is greater than that of the modulating signal and its

frequency is much greater than the of that modulating signal.

It should be noted that the frequency of the triangular waveform ( f;) decides the

frequency bandwidth of the converter and is generally kept constant along with its

amplitude.
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PWM converter can be considered as a linear power amplifier because it has the
ability to generate compensating harmonic currents or voltages corresponding to a smail
control signal. Fig. 4.4 shows a block diagram of PWM converter operating as a linear
amplifier. In this diagram, all the properties of the signal c(¢) are maintained in the
fundamental component of the output waveform, except for the magnitude which is
multiplied by the gain of the amplifier (k). This is always true as long as the switching
frequency is sufficiently high such that c(¢) can be considered constant during one

switching period [54].

The performance of the pulse width modulation (PWM) technique is very promising
when it is applied to active power filtering. It is capable of obtaining harmonic
suppression to less than 1% of the fundamental [25]. Also this method can be

programmed to eliminate specific harmonics.

V=ke(t)

c(t)
Linear /\
—P> Amplifier »
Small Control with gain = k U
Signal

PWM + CSC or VSC

Fig. 4.4: PWM converter as a linear amplifier
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4.4 Tfi-Logic PWM Current Source Converter

In this section, CSC configuration under the tri-logic PWM switching technique which
is used in the proposed modular active filter is presented. Fig. 4.5 shows the CSC bridge
which consists of 6 IGBT switches, a dc-side reactor and a 3-phase ac-side capacitive

filter for filtering the switching harmonics.

For the CSC to operate properly, one and only one of the upper switches and one and
only one of the lower switches must operate at any moment of time. The dynamic tri-
logic PWM technique [55] has been developed to satisfy the above requirement and to
provide independent control on the ac-side currents of the CSC, based on three control

signals S,,,S,,, and S,., with the condition that §__+S,, +S,.=0. The tri-logic

PWM control block, shown in Fig.4.5, produces 3-level signals to control the three legs

of the CSC independently.

For the case of 3-phase 3-wire ac systems, the sum of the three phase currents is
equal to zero. Therefore, the sum of the compensating currents to be injected in the lines
will be equal to zero and as aresult, S,, +S,, +S,.=0.Itcan be shown [55] that

a ma

ib = k : Idc : Smb (4'3)

c mc
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Fig. 4.5: Current Source converter with tri-logic PWM control

where, k is a proportionality constant. From the above relation, one can observe that the
CSC under the Tri-Logic PWM operates as three independent linear amplifiers, one

amplifier for each phase.

4.5 The Losses in the Switching Devices

Two distinct types of power losses can be attributed to the switching devices.

4.5.1 On-state (conduction) losses

When the semiconductor switch is in the on-state, there is a finite voltage across the

device. The current through the device (i, ) and the on-state voltage drop across the

device ( V), contribute to the conduction loss (P, ).
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Poone = ovon Vox 4.4)

cond = l:w.ON

4.5.2 Switching losses

During the turn-ON and the turn-OFF process of the semiconductor switch, some power
is dissipated due to the presence of finite current through the switch and finite voltage
across it at the same time. The duration of the simultaneous presence of the current and
the voltage, i.e. the length of cross-over period, depends on the nature of the load being

switched. The worst case happens when a pure inductive load is switched (Fig. 4.6).

The turn-ON and turn-OFF processes of the switch in Fig. 4.6, can be explained
using Fig. 4.7. When the switch is OFF, the load current is freewheeling through the

diode. The voltage drop across the switch can be approximated by
Vovorr = Va

Also,

LovoFF = 0

When the switch receives an ON- command, after a short delay, its resistance starts
to drop providing a path for a part of /,, and i_, start rise to [, during the ¢, the
switch current rise-time. But as long as the diode is conducting, the voltage across the

switch will be equal to V,. When the load current is completely transferred to the

switch, the voltage across the diode starts to rise until all V,, is placed across the reverse
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biased diode. The switch will conduct the load current I, and the voltage across the

switch will be V,,,, .

During ¢, , since there is a voltage across the switch and a current through it, some
power will be lost. Assuming linear variations, the current through the switch i, is

given by:

Sw

. It .

[o==L (4.5)
tl'

I, , the load current, is assumed to be constant during one switching period.

The power loss is shown as a function of time in Fig. 4.6. The energy loss during

t,, will be:
B, =Lt “.6)

When the switch receives an OFF- command, after a short delay, its resistance starts

to grow, increasing v_,. But as long as v, has not reached V,, the diode can not be
forward biased and all the load current I, passes through the switch. When v, =V,,

the diode become forward biased, and the current is transferred gradually from the

switch to the diode, during ¢, , the switch current fall time, till all the load current starts

freewheeling through the diode and i_, = 0.

From the graph of power loss vs. time, the energy loss during ¢, can be found as:
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IV,
Ey=—7" 4.7)
Therefore, the total energy loss due to switching can be given by:
1,v,@, +t
B, = (B, + E,p) =i alen Tlor) (4.8)

2
If the switch is turned ON and OFF at a rate f,,, E_, will be the energy loss due to

e . 1 . ]
switching in 7,, = —— seconds. The average power lost due to the switching, P, is

given by:
P =L - =Ly 4.9
M—T__Emfsw—a L d(ton+ta_ﬂ‘)fsw ( . )

As seen, as the ¢,, and ¢, (ie, the switching times of the device) and f,, (the

switching frequency of the device) are increased, the switching losses are increased as

well.

In a converter unit with a number of switches, the total losses (conduction and
switching) will be determined by the number of switches and the voltage and current

levels that they are exposed to.
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Fig. 4.6: Simplified inductive switching circuit
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4.6 VSC Topology Versus CSC Topology

For a long time, VSC topology was preferred to CSC topology due to the higher
conduction losses in the latter. With the availability of (NPT) IGBT switches, capable
of bi-directional blocking, the series diodes are no longer required in the CSC topology
and high conduction losses and low efficiency will no longer be an issue [24]. In
applications such as active power filtering, the CSC topology proves to be advantageous
over the VSC topology on two counts: (1) In CSC, the output current is controlled
directly, resulting in fast dynamic response, while in VSC, the control on the output
current is indirect, resulting in a rather sluggish response. (2) In CSC, the DC-link
current to be maintained depends on the output current demand, while in VSC, the DC-
link voltage to be maintained, depends on the line voltage level. As a result, the CSC is
more likely to perform a specific filtering job with lower DC energy storage
requirement [24]. Due to the above favorite characteristics, CSC topology is receiving

more and more attention in power quality control applications.

4.7 Summary

In this chapter, the basic principles of active harmonic filtering have been presented.
The device switching losses as well as the converter topologies used in active filtering

were discussed. The advantages of using PWM control strategy for power converters
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and how they work as a linear amplifier were presented. A comparison between the
single-phase CSCs and VSCs showed the advantages of using CSC in active filters over

its counterpart.
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Chapter 5
The Proposed Modular Active
Power Filter System

5.1 Motivation

As seen in Chapter 2, the need for a better overall system performance than that
provided by AC passive filters prompted power electronics and power system engineers
to develop a new dynamic solution to the harmonic problem, namely, the active power
filter. Almost all of the recently proposed active power filters utilize the PWM
switching control strategy due to its simplicity and harmonic suppression efficiency.

However, they suffer from one or more of the following shortcomings:

e Active power filters that are based on PWM switching strategy are not welcome

by utility companies because of the high switching losses produced by the PWM

7
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approach. The power converter used for this purpose is rated based on the
magnitude of the distortion current and operated at the switching frequency
dictated by the desired filter bandwidth. Fast switching at high power, even if

technically possible, causes high switching losses and low efficiency.

e A serious shortcoming for proposing active power filters in electric power
systems is the large converter size (rating). As seen in Chapter 2, the
combinations of active and passive filters as well as employing multi-converter
and multi level techniques are among the attempts in order to reduce the rating

of converter.

e Most of the active filters connected to distribution systems are mainly a single
unit with a high rating adequate for handling all harmonic components in the
distorted waveform. Any failure in any of the active filter devices will make the

whole equipment ineffective.

From the above discussion, the need for new equipment that can overcome all or
some of the above drawbacks is evident. This equipment should have minimum
switching losses, be highly reliable and flexible and have a low rating power converter.
The proposed equipment should have fast response, adapt to the load variations and be

appropriate for on-line applications.
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5.2 A New Approach to Modular Active Power
Filters

In low-voltage distribution system applications, almost all of the existing active power
filters are realized by one unit of a single-phase or three-phase bridge converter [19-22].
The required voltage-withstand and current-carrying capabilities can be achieved by
series and parallel connections of semiconductor switches. However, in high-power
applications, the filtering job cannot be performed by one converter alone, due to the
power rating and switching frequency limitations of semiconductor switches, as well as
the problems associated with connecting a large number of switches in series or in

parallel to attain the necessary ratings.

To overcome the above-mentioned restrictions, different multi-converter (modular)
topologies have been proposed [56-58]. In these modular approaches, the filtering job is
split among a number of pulse width modulated (PWM) voltage source converters
(VSC) or current source converters (CSC) connected in series or in parallel. In the
modular approach, the filtering load is distributed equally among active filter modules
of identical power circuit and control circuit design. The power rating and switching
frequency of each module is equal to the power rating and switching frequency required

for the filtering task, divided by the number of modules. This makes it possible to use
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the present gate-turn-off switch technology to realize high-power active filters of

desirable performance.

In this thesis, a novel active filtering technique, based on CSC modules, which is
appropriate for harmonic mitigation in electric distribution systems, is proposed. This
active filter system is composed of the extraction, computation and mitigation stages.
First, the information on the line current and the bus voltage are extracted very
accurately by linear adaptive neurons (ADALINEs) from the power-line signals. Then,
the required corrective signals are calculated and finally, the information is passed to
the controller which activates the CSC modules to produce the compensating currents
and inject them into the power line. Fig. 5.1 shows the block diagram of the operating
stages of the proposed system. The proposed filter consists of several filter modules,
each dedicated to eliminate a specific harmonic of choice. Low conduction and
switching losses, high reliability and flexibility, fast response, self-synchronization and
accuracy of ADALINE and fast response and high efficiency of CSC are the main
advantages of the proposed system. The performance of the proposed active power filter

is found to be excellent in eliminating the line harmonics.
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Fig. 5.1: The block diagram of the compensation principle of the proposed active filter
system.

5.3 The Principle Of The Proposed Filtering
Technique

The basic principle of the proposed filtering method is based on:

1. the extraction of the fundamental and individual harmonic current components
of interest using one ADALINE and estimating the fundamental component of

the line voltage by another ADALINE and,

2. injecting equal-but-opposite of each harmonic component of each phase into the
corresponding phase using a CSC module dedicated to that specific harmonic

(for eliminating the harmonics).

As seen in Chapter 2, in distribution systems, the magnitudes of the harmonic
currents decrease and their frequencies increase with harmonic order. Therefore, in this
proposed filter, the power converters dedicated to lower-order harmonics have higher

ratings but are switched at lower rates, while those dedicated to higher-order harmonics
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are of lower ratings but are switched at higher rates. As a result, the overall switching
losses are considerably reduced due to balanced “power rating”-“switching frequency”
product and selected harmonic elimination. The control system utilizes two
(ADALINE:s) to process the signals obtained from the power-line. The ADALINEs’
outputs are used to construct the modulating signals of the filter modules. For each
phase, the two ADALINESs continuously track the line current harmonics and line bus
voltage as well as the system frequency and turn over this information to the controller
of the CSC modules. The ADALINEs have the ability to predict accurately the
fundamental and harmonics of the distorted signal in case of frequency drifting. In this
method, a sophisticated software (the ADALINE-based controller) is developed to
reduce the operating cost and increase the flexibility of the proposed filter system. The

current and voltage ADALINEs are realized by calling a common subroutine, the

ADALINE algorithm which is explained in section 5.8.

5.4 System Configuration

The basic blocks of the proposed modular active filter system connected to the electric
distribution system are shown in Fig. 5.2. The system consists of a number of single-
phase current-source converter (CSC) modules connected in parallel for each phase.
Each filter module is dedicated to suppress a specific low-order harmonic of choice.

The proposed active filter system uses two ADALINES to process the signals obtained
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from the power line. The method is based on estimating the discrete Fourier coefficient
of a distorted current by one module of ADALINE (the current ADALINE) and
predicting the phase bus voltage by another module (the voltage ADALINE). The
output of the current ADALINE is used to generate the modulating signals for the CSC
modules. The power rating of the modules will decrease and their switching frequency
(bandwidth) will increase as the order of the harmonic to be filtered increases. As a
result, the overall switching losses are reduced due to selected harmonic elimination and
balanced power rating-switching frequency product. The information made available by
the current ADALINE allows for selected harmonic elimination. The output of the
second ADALINE (the voltage ADALINE) is the fundamental component of the line
voltage signal. It is used as the synchronizing signal for the regulation of the I, of the

CSC modules.

5.5 Compensation Principle

The basic function of the proposed active filter is to suppress selected low-order
harmonics. The method is based on extracting individual harmonic components using
the current ADALINE and injecting equal, but opposite of the summation of these
harmonic currents into the power line using the corresponding filter modules. With

iy =i; +Y,i, (h being the harmonic order), i;; =Yi,is injected by the active filter

system so that i, =i, only (where i, = fundamental current).
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As shown in Fig. 5.2, for each phase, the line current signal (i, ) is obtained through

a current transformer (CT) and fed to the current ADALINE which adaptively and
continuously estimates the fundamental and harmonic components of the line current
signal. The phase voltage signal is obtained by a potential transformer (PT) and
processed by another ADALINE (voltage ADALINE) to extract the fundamental
component of the phase voltage waveform. The output of the current ADALINE is used
to generate the PWM switching signals for the CSC units which inject the
corresponding distortion in order to suppress the harmonic components in the line

current (i, ). The output of the second ADALINE is used as a synchronization signal in

the control loop that maintains the dc-side average current (7, ) of each CSC module at
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Fig.5.2: The proposed modular active power filter system.
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a desired value. The output currents of all the CSCs are added at a junction point and

injected into the power line. The total injected current, i, is equal, but opposite to the

sum of the harmonic components to be eliminated (Y, ).

5.6 Control Scheme

Fig. 5.3 shows the control scheme for the proposed active filter. In this controller, the
[" - harmonic signal A,sin(for+@,) is reconstructed from the output of the current
ADALINE and compared to a triangular waveform to create the PWM switching
pattern for the switches of the CSC module dedicated to that particular harmonic. Note
that a CSC under the PWM strategy behaves as a linear amplifier. The gain of this
amplifier is equal to 1,./V,;, where 7, is the dc-side current of the CSC and v,; is the

peak value of the triangular waveform. In order to achieve a linear amplifier, the 7, of
each CSC must be regulated to a constant value.

The converter losses and system disturbances, such as sudden load fluctuations,
affect the dc-side currents of the CSC modules. For successful operation of CSCs as
linear power amplifiers, 7, of each module must be regulated by means of a feedback

control loop. The control loop adjusts the amplitude of a sinusoidal template,

synchronized with the system voltage (v,) obtained from the voltage ADALINE. The

above signal will be used as a part of the modulating signal of the CSCs, as shown in
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Fig.5.3. It results in drawing a small current component at fundamental frequency in
phase with the system voltage (for charging up the L, or increasing 7, ) or out of phase
by 180° with respect to the system voltage (for discharging the L, or decreasing 1,.).

This action involves only real power transfer between the system and CSC modules in

contrast with harmonic current injection that involves only reactive power transfer.
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Fig. 5.3: The Control Scheme of the modular active filter (The Controller in Fig. 5.2)

In contrast to the other dc-regulation algorithms, the proposed filter controller
regulates the value of the dc-side current based on the present peak value of the

harmonic current available from the Current ADALINE. In other words, I, of each

CSC is set to be equal to the amplitude of the corresponding harmonic to be filtered by
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the CSC module. This will reduce the conduction and switching losses, which are
proportional to dc-side current, and enhance system performance thanks to the adaptive

nature of the ADALINE.

5.7 Master Controller Logic

The proposed active filter system suppresses selected low-order harmonics by
connecting the corresponding CSC modules to the electric grid. The master controller
connects the filter module(s) based on an automated decision-making algorithm, which
is shown in Fig. 5.4. In this algorithm, the current total harmonic distortion (THD;) and
the harmonic current factors (HF) are calculated from the magnitudes of the harmonic
components obtained from the output of the current ADALINE. Then THD; and each
HF are compared with reference values to create a switching signal for connecting the
corresponding filter module to the grid. The intelligent controller activates the active
filter module when both the THD; and the corresponding HF exceed the limits set by the
IEEE 519-1992 standard. For harmonics of low magnitudes, a single CSC can be
assigned to filter two or more harmonics. Also, a CSC which is not being used to its full
capacity, can be assigned the responsibility of reactive power control, i.e., behaving as a

static VAR compensator (SVC) while performing the filtering job.
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Fig.5.4: The proposed decision-making logic circuit controller

The information available on individual harmonic components allows us not only to
reduce the THD but also to suppress each harmonic component below the level set by
the IEEE 519 standard. Also, the information available on the magnitude of each
harmonic component allows us to select the active filter bandwidth (i.e., the highest

harmonic to be suppressed). This will result in more efficiency and higher performance.
Finally, the output currents of all the CSCs are added at a junction point and injected
into the power line. The total injected current, i, is equal, but opposite to the sum of

the harmonic components to be eliminated. The higher-order harmonics are taken care

of by a passive low-pass filter.

5.8 Improved Adaline-Based Harmonic Analyzer

In the original ADALINE algorithm given in Chapter 3, it is assumed that the
fundamental frequency of the distorted waveform is known in advance [77,78]. In this

research, the ADALINE algorithm has been modified to track the system frequency
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variations to take care of the above problem. The frequency-tracking feature is essential
specifically when ADALINE is used in conjunction with active power fiitering. If the
fundamental frequency drifts from its nominal value, then dc-side of the active filter
module cannot be maintained which will result in unsuccessful elimination of
harmonics. Let’s assume that the instantaneous mean square error is given by [76]

2
gk) = 0.5( i (A, -sin lowt(k) + B, -cos lawt(k))— y, (k)] (5.1)

=1

The derivative of mean square error with respect to the angular frequency (@), i.e. the

change in w, can be found as [67]

N
Aw=~a, - e(k) »[E(z -1(k)- A, coslwi(k) —1 -t(k) - B cos [ wi(k) )) (5.2)

where, «, is a reduction factor.

To find the change in the angular frequency, ® is initially set to the nominal value.
To guarantee the convergence of the algorithm, the reduction factor for updating the
frequency should be several times lower than the reduction factor for the adaptation of

A and B, (the ratio o,:o was 1:100). Fig.5.5 represents the ADALINE with the

modified adaptive algorithm for estimating A,, B,and ®.
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Fig. 5.5: The modified ADALINE for estimating A4, and B;, and ®.

Also, the algorithm given has been modified to estimate the 3-phase voltages or
currents simultaneously using ADALINE consisting of 3 neurons in total (one neuron

per phase), as shown in Fig. 5.6. The output from the neural estimator for phase-a is:

V(t)=WIXx (5.3)

where w, denotes the weight vector for the a-phase voltage or current and X is the input

vector given by equation (3.23) .

After final convergence is reached, the three phase Fourier coefficients for the

estimated signals are computed as:
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A =J;j_j(21—1)+w§_,(21)
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Fig. 5.6: Block diagram of the ADALINE for estimating 3-phase voltages or currents (3-Phase
ADALINE)

5.9 Application to 3-Phase 3-Wire Distribution
Systems

The proposed active power filter system explained is introduced to improve the electric
power quality through harmonic mitigation in electric distribution systems. The

proposed system is based on the per-phase treatment of the line current harmonics in 3-
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phase 4-wire AC distribution system. In such systems, three single-phase CSC filter

modules will be required for filtering a specific harmonic in the three power lines.

However, in 3-phase 3-wire distribution systems, instead of using three single-phase
CSC modules, only one 3-phase module is required to suppress a specific harmonic of
choice in the three lines. The proposed filter is based on 3-phase 6 switches PWM-
controlled current-source converter (CSC) modules, where each filter module is
dedicated to eliminate a specific harmonic and/or balance the line currents. Based on the
information extracted from the line by the ADALINE, each leg of every CSC module is
independently controlled to perform the balancing or/and harmonic filtering in a 3-
phase 3-wire distribution system. The power ratings of the modules will decrease and
their switching frequencies (bandwidth) will increase as the order of the harmonic to be
filtered increases. As a result, the overall switching losses are reduced due to selected

harmonic elimination and balanced power rating-switching frequency product.

5.9.1 System Configuration And Control Scheme

Fig. 5.7, shows the block diagram of the proposed 3-phase modular active filter
connected to the electric distribution system. It is composed of several parallel power
converter modules, each dedicated to suppress a specific harmonic component of
choice. One module is assigned to correct the current imbalances. Each module is a

standard 3-phase CSC bridge. The basic function of the proposed 3-phase active filter is
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to suppress selected low-order harmonics in the unbalanced 3-phase 3-wire distribution
system. Each phase is controlled independently. The method is based on extracting
individual harmonics and negative sequence components using the current ADALINE
and injecting equal, but opposite of the summation of these harmonic and negative
sequence currents into the power line using the corresponding filter modules. The
controller generates tri-logic PWM switching patterns for controlling the filter modules
to eliminate selected harmonics and to balance the unbalanced currents. With the line
current, i, ; =i, ;+i,; +2i,,' j (h being the harmonic order, i,;and j, , the
fundamental positive and negative sequence currents of phase j, and j=a,b,c),

4

inj.j =

I, j+2z‘h' ;1s injected by the active filter system so that the source current

L ;=bp s only.
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Fig. 5.7: The proposed 3-phase modular active power filter system
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The 3-phase line current signals (i, ;,j=ab,c) are obtained through three current

transformers (CT) and are fed to the 3-phase current ADALINE which adaptively and
continuously estimates the fundamental and harmonic components of the line current
signals. The negative sequence components are constructed from the fundamental
current components obtained from the current ADALINE. The line voltage signals

(v, j,ji=ab,c) are obtained by three potential transformers (PT) and processed by
another 3-phase ADALINE (voltage ADALINE) to extract the fundamental
components of the line voltage waveforms. The output of the current ADALINE is used
to generate the tri-logic PWM switching signals for the CSC units which inject the
corresponding distortion in order to suppress the harmonic components and correct the
unbalanced current in the lines. The output of the second ADALINE is used as
synchronization signal in the control loop that maintains the dc-side average current
(1, ) of each CSC module at a desired value. The compensated currents of all the CSCs
are added at a junction point and injected into the power line. The total injected current,
i, J=ab.c, is equal, but opposite to the sum of the harmonic components to be
eliminated plus the negative sequence currents (i, ; + Eih' i)

Fig. 5.8 shows the control scheme for the proposed 3-phase modular active power

filter. In this controller, the [ harmonic signal A4, ;sin(lot+9,;),j=abc is

reconstructed from the output of the current ADALINE and is used as control signal for
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tri-logic PWM block, to create the PWM switching pattern for the switches of the CSC

module dedicated to the [* harmonic. The control scheme also includes the control of
one of the filter modules assigned for balancing the unbalanced currents. The
instantaneous 3-phase negative sequence components are constructed from the
fundamental components of the line currents and are used to control the CSC module to
inject the desired negative sequence currents. Note that the output current of each phase
of each filter module is independently controlled to eliminate harmonic currents or to
correct the current imbalances provided that the instantaneous fundamental currents as
well as their multiples in the three phases add up to zero. As seen in Chapter 4, the CSC

under the tri-logic PWM strategy behaves as a linear amplifier. The gain of this
amplifier is equal to 7, /+/3V,,, where I, is the dc-side current of the CSC and Vv, is

the peak value of the triangular waveform. Note that in order to achieve a linear
amplifier, the 7, of each CSC must be constant. This can be accomplished by
regulating the dc-side current of each CSC by means of a feedback control loop. The
converter losses and system disturbances such as sudden fluctuation of the load create a
need for a dc current regulator that is always active. In this feedback loop, the
modulating signal for charging the dc-side inductor is synchronized with the line
voltages (v,) obtained from the voltage ADALINE. The above signal will be used as a
part of the modulating signal of the CSCs, as shown in Fig.5.8. It results in drawing a

small current at fundamental frequency contributing only to active power required for
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the regulation of 7, . The regulation of the dc-side current is based on the present peak

value of the harmonic current which will result in low conduction and switching losses.
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Fig. 5.8: The Control Scheme of the 3-phase modular active filter
(The Controller in Fig. 5.7)
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5.10Digital Simulation Results

Since the ADALINE constitutes the main part of the proposed active filter controller, its
performance in tracking the harmonic components and the fundamental frequency
variation will be checked and evaluated first. The steady state and the transient

performances of the whole active power filter system will be investigated next.

5.10.1 Tracking of the Harmonic Components and the
Fundamental Frequency Variations

This section illustrates the ability, verifies the validity and checks the performance of
the ADALINE in estimating the time-varying harmonic components and fundamental

frequency variations. This will be demonsirated through a practical example.

A time-varying distorted voltage waveform of known harmonic contents and frequency
variations is considered. The distorted waveform consists of the fundamental
component and the 3" harmonic with the fundamental frequency varying between 59.8
and 60.2 Hz. Fig. 5.9 displays the distorted voltage waveform, the fundamental
frequency variations and the magnitudes of the fundamental and the 3™ harmonic

embedded in the distorted waveform as detected by the ADALINE.
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Fig.: 5.9 Estimation of the frequency variations and the fundamental and the 3%
components using ADALINE.

From the plots on Fig. 5.9, it appears that the ADALINE output is accurately tracking
the fundamental and the 3™ harmonic magnitudes in an adaptive way. The ability of
ADALINE to estimate accurately the new state of the fundamental frequency can also

be seen.




Chapter 5: The Proposed Modular Active Power Filter System 99

5.10.2 Performance of single-phase modular active power filter

5.10.2.1 Steady-State Performance

Case 1:

To test the performance of the proposed modular active filter in steady-state, the system
of Fig. 5.2 was simulated using the EMTDC simulation package. The parameters of the
system under study are given in Appendix (C). The nonlinear load is a single-phase full
bridge diode rectifier. This is the worst-case scenario, as 3-phase nonlinear loads cause
much less harmonic distortion in the line current. The harmonics are extracted from the
line current signal (i) using the Current ADALINE. The ADALINE module
subroutine has been written and interfaced with the EMTDC simulation package
(shown as ADALINE block in Fig. 5.2). The first 6 dominant harmonics are selected to
be suppressed. The harmonics are extracted from the line current signal (i, ) using the
current ADALINE. The distorted signal is composed of fundamental component
(127A), 34, 5%, 7, 9, 11*, and 13™ harmonics (33.3%, 20%, 14.3%, 11.1%, 9% and
7.7% of the fundamental, respectively). Control signals for the 3, 5%, 7%, 9% 11", and
13® harmonics are obtained. Each is used to generate the PWM switching pattern for
one CSC dedicated to suppress the corresponding harmonic. In this case, 6 CSC’s are

used.
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Fig.5.10 shows the waveforms of the phase-a distorted current, i,, the total injected

current into the line by the active filter modules, i ., and the filtered current at the

inj »
interface of the ac system, i;. The waveforms clearly demonstrate an excellent
performance in eliminating the selected harmonics from the line current. The total

harmonic distortion (THD, up to 3 kHz) of the filtered current is 6.9%, down from

44.5% in the distorted line current.

Fig. 5.10 also shows how quickly the ADALINE estimates the magnitude and phase
of one of the harmonics (S'h) embedded in the distorted waveform (i, ). It appears that
the proposedv active filter system starts performing the filtering job within one cycle of
the fundamental frequency in an adaptive way, compared to other systems that utilize
the FFT technique and require almost two cycles to compensate for the harmonics [74].

This is the result of incorporating the ADALINE as a part of the control scheme.

Case 2:

In this section, the proposed modular active conditioner was tested with a realistic
example of a three-phase distribution system, which is shown in Fig. 5.11 and its feeder
section data are listed in Table 3. This system supplied a mixture of non-linear and
linear loads and it is loaded until it reaches its rated capacity. The load sharing

percentage will be equal to [61]:
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Fig. 5.10: Steady state simulation results of the proposed modular active filter
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Diode bridge rectifier (DBR)=40%,

= Phase angle voltage controller (PAVC) = 20%,

= Compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) =20%,

= Three-phase star-connected linear loads =20% (pf=0.9 lag)

The supply impedance that is equal to the secondary distribution transformer
impedance plus the impedance of the line connecting the transformer to the distribution
panel was equal to 0.032+j0.1169 Q, with the X/R ratio equal to 3.65. The THD of the
distribution system load current was 30.18% and its dominant harmonic components are

the 3™ and the 5%.

Two filter modules of the proposed modular active conditioner were designed for
the 3™ and 5™ harmonics. Inserting the modular active filter in parallel at the point of
common coupling (PCC) and injecting the appropriate 3™ and 5™ harmonic components
succeeded in reducing the current THD from 30.18% to 3.06%. The injected current

(iy; ) from the proposed modular active filter as well as the filtered current (i,) and the

distorted load current (i, ) are shown in Fig. 5.12.
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Fig. 5.11: Test secondary distribution system

Table (5.1): Secondary distribution feeder data

Sec. | Section Length Cszocss R X
# Type (m) (mmi) (/Km) | (&2/Km)
L 3-phase 100.0 16.0 1.42 0.106
2 3-phase 100.0 95.0 0.239 0.081
3 li,c\‘,’g' 50.0 50.0 0.464 0.112
4 | 25 | 300 16.0 138 0.08
5 | %om | 200 16.0 1.38 0.08
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Fig. 5.12: Steady state simulation results of using two modules of the proposed modular
active filter for the 3™ and 5™ harmonic modules.

5.10.2.2 Transient Performance

This section illustrates the ability and evaluates the performance of the proposed
modular active filter system in response to step changes in the magnitude and phase of

the harmonic currents. A simple example system consisting of one module of the
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proposed filter dedicated to the 5™ harmonic with a non-linear load drawing 5t
harmonic current of variable magnitude and phase angle is simulated using the EMTDC

simulation package.

Fig. 5.13 displays the dc-side current (7, ), the ADALINE output (5" harmonic
component), the distorted current (i, ), and the filtered current (i) for step changes of
+66% at t =0 sec., +33% at t = 0.16 sec. and —55% at t = 0.33 sec. in the magnitude of
the nonlinear load current. From the plots on Fig. 5.13, it is obvious that the controller
of the proposed active filter is responding quickly and accurately to the sudden increase
or decrease in the nonlinear load in an adaptive way. It also shows that the filtered

current waveform (i, ) settles to the steady state value within one cycle, demonstrating

the excellent transient response of the proposed active filter system.

Moreover, it shows that the value of the dc-side current (7, ) follows the present peak

value of the 5™ harmonic magnitude adaptively and very quickly. This resuits in lower
losses and higher efficiency since the conduction and switching losses are proportional
to the dc-side current. For harmonics of low magnitudes, a single CSC can be assigned
to filter 2 or more harmonics. Also, a CSC which is not being used to its full capacity,
can be assigned the responsibility of reactive power control, i.e., behaving as a static

VAR compensator (SVC) while performing the filtering job.
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To test the transient response of the proposed active power filter system to large

sudden changes, the filter was subjected to step load changes from no-load to full-load

at t = O sec. and back to no-load at t = 0.4 sec. As illustrated in Fig. 5.15, the system

shows an excellent transient performance under large and sudden load changes.
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Fig. 5.15: Transient simulation results of the proposed modular active filter subjected to
sudden full -load operation and full-load rejection
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5.10.3 Performance of Three-Phase Modular Active Power Filter

Case 1:

The performance of the proposed 3-phase modular active filter was tested by simulating
the distribution system of Fig. 5.7. The nonlinear load in the test system is an
unbalanced 3-phase delta connected load. The 3-phase harmonic currents are estimated
from the line currents using the 3-phase Current ADALINE. The objective here is to
mitigate the first 3 dominant harmonic currents (3%, 5% and 7% harmonics) and to
balance the unbalanced currents. Therefore, 3 CSC filter modules are used, each one is
dedicated to suppress one harmonic current, and one module is used to correct the
current imbalance. The negative sequence and 3, 5® and 7" harmonics control signals
are obtained and used to generate the tri-Logic PWM switching pattern for CSC

modules.

Fig.5.16 shows the waveforms of the 3-phase distorted currents, the total 3-phase
injected currents into the line by the active filter modules, and the 3-phase compensated
currents at the interface of the ac system. The waveforms illustrate the successful
elimination of the selected harmonics from the line currents and the balancing of the
line currents. The total harmonic distortion (THD, up to 3 kHz) of the 3-phase supply
currents are reduced from 39.7%, 16.7% and 42.3% to 11.6%, 8.3% and 10.9% for

phase a, b and c, respectively.
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Fig. 5.16: Steady state simulation results of the proposed 3-phase modular active filter

Case 2:

In this section, a realistic example of a three-phase distribution system was used to
demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed 3-phase modular active conditioner. This

example, shown in Fig. 5.17, is composed of a mixture of non-linear and linear
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unbalanced loads and was loaded up to its rated capacity. The distribution of the

nonlinear loads on the three phases is shown in Table 5.2.

Table (5.2): The distribution of the nonlinear loads on the three phases

Phases Percentage of Non Linear Loads
Diode bridge rectifier Phase angle voltage controller Compact fluorescent lamp
(DBR) (PAVC) (CFL)
Phase (a) 60 % 40% 0%
Phase (b) 50% 33% 17%
Phase (c) 40% 40% 20%

Three filter modules of the proposed 3-phase modular active conditioner were
designed for the 3, 5® harmonics and current imbalance. Inserting the modular active
filter in parallel at the point of common coupling (PCC) and injecting the appropriate 3
and 5™ harmonic components succeeded in reducing the current THD from 9.15% to
4.19% and successfully balancing the line unbalanced currents. The injected current

(is; ) from the proposed 3-phase modular active filter as well as the filtered current (i, )
and the distorted load current (i, ) are shown in Fig. 5.18.
Note that since the 3™ filter module is switched at low frequency, it could be used

for both eliminating the third harmonic and balancing the line currents provided that its

rating can accommodate the two jobs.
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Fig. 5.17: 3-phase imbalance distribution system

Again, a single CSC filter module can be assigned to filter 2 or more low magnitude
harmonic currents. Also, a CSC which is not being used to its full capacity, can be
assigned the responsibility of reactive power control, i.e., behaving as a static VAR

compensator (SVC) while performing the filtering job.
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Fig. 5.18: Steady state simulation results of the proposed 3-phase modular active filter
with the distribution system shown in Fig. 5.17.

5.11Summary

In this chapter, a novel modular single-phase active power filter system, based on
current-source converter (CSC) modules is proposed which is capable of performing the
harmonic filtering in 3-phase 4-wire distribution system. A topology which is suitable

for balancing or/and harmonic mitigation in 3-phase 3-wire distribution systems is also
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introduced. The improved ADALINE is equipped with frequency tracking capabilities
which have the ability to estimate simultaneously the time-varying fundamental

frequency and harmonic components within one cycle of the fundamental frequency.

The proposed active filter system includes the extraction, computation and mitigation

stages and offers the following advantageous features:
e High efficiency due to low conduction and switching losses.

e High reliability due to parallel connection of CSC modules and single harmonic

treatment.

e Fast and accurate tracking of harmonic components and system frequency due to

ADALINE-based control.

e Adaptation of dc-side current of the converter modules to the changes in the

magnitude of the harmonics, resulting in optimum [, value and minimal

converter losses.

e Additional savings in the running costs compared to the conventional one-

converter approach

e Flexibility of selecting the harmonic order to be eliminated due to the

availability of information on the individual harmonic components.
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o The ability to extract the fundamental system voltage (the voltage at the

common point of coupling) in case the line voltage is harmonic polluted.

The proposed active filter system has the ability to extract information rather than data
from the power system. This information on individual harmonic components allows us
not only to reduce the THD but also to suppress each harmonic component to meet the
strike requirements of the IEEE 519 standard which emphasizes that each harmonic
component be below a certain level. The information available on the magnitude of
each harmonic component allows us to select the active filter bandwidth (i.e., the
highest harmonic to be suppressed). This increases the efficiency and improves the

performance of the proposed active filter system.

The analytical expectation has been verified by extensive simulation results using the

EMTDC simulation package.



Chapter 6: Power-Splitting Approach to Active Harmonic Filtering

Chapter 6
Power-Splitting Approach to
Active Harmonic Filtering

6.1 Overview

The proposed modular active filter explained in Chapter 5 is based on splitting the
filtering job among several active filter modules, each dedicated to take care of a

specific harmonic. We will refer to this technique as Frequency Splitting.

In this chapter, an alternative approach to frequency splitting active harmonic
filtering which is based on splitting the filtering load equally among identical modules
(Power-Splitting) is proposed. In this approach, the filtering job is distributed equally
among CSC filter modules of identical power circuit and control circuit design. The

power rating and switching frequency of each CSC module is equal to the power rating

115
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and switching frequency required for the filtering task, divided by the number of
modules. This makes it possible to use the present gate-turn-off switch technology to
realize high-power active filters for the desired performance. The contro! system of the
power splitting approach utilizes two ADALINESs to process the signals obtained from
the line. The first ADALINE (the Current ADALINE) extracts the harmonic
components of the distorted line current signal, whereas the second ADALINE (the
Voltage ADALINE) estimates the fundamental component of the line voltage signal.
The outputs of both ADALINEs are used to construct the modulating signals of the

identical CSC filter modules.

In the following sections, the system configuration is presented, followed by a
description of the system performance and control scheme of the proposed power
splitting modular active filter. Some digital simulation results from EMTDC simulation

package are presented at the end of this chapter to verify the theoretical expectations.

6.2 System Configuration and Control Scheme

The power splitting modular active power filter is illustrated in the block diagram of
Fig. 6.1. The filtering job has been split among N identical active filter modules
connected in parallel. Each filter module is a single-phase PWM- CSC comprised of a
dc reactor (for dc-energy storage), a small capacitor (for filtering of switching

harmonics) and four controllable (gate-turn-off) semiconductor switches.
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If the total power rating of § (v4) and switching frequency of f,, are required for

successful performance, the power rating and switching frequency (bandwidth) of each

module will be S/M and £, /M, respectively.
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Fig. 6.1: Block diagram of power splitting scheme

For each phase, the line current signal (i, ) is obtained through a current transformer
(CT) and fed to the current ADALINE which adaptively and continuously estimates the
fundamental and harmonic components of the line current signal. The phase voltage
signal is obtained by a potential transformer (PT) and processed by another ADALINE
(voltage ADALINE) to extract the fundamental component of the phase voltage

waveform. The output of the current ADALINE is used to generate the PWM switching
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signals for the CSC units which inject the corresponding distortion in order to suppress
the harmonic components in the line current (i, ). The output of the second ADALINE
is used as a synchronization signal in the control loop that maintains the dc-side current
(1, ) of each CSC module at a desired value. The output currents of all the CSCs are

added at a junction point and injected into the power line. The total injected current, i,

is equal, but opposite to the sum of the harmonic components to be eliminated (3 i, ).

Fig. 6.2 shows the proposed control scheme for one CSC module of the proposed
power splitting active filter. In this controller, the signal representing the sum of the
current harmonics to be filtered (i, ) is reconstructed from the output of the current
ADALINE and divided first by the number of modules (M) and then by the gain of each
CSC module. Note that a CSC under the PWM strategy behaves as a linear amplifier.
The gain of this amplifier is equal to 7, /V,;, where I, is the dc-side current of the
CSC and v,, is the peak value of the triangular waveform to which the modulating
signal of each CSC module is compared to generate the PWM switching signals. The
carrier frequencies of the active filter modules are the same and equal to the switching
frequency required for successful performance, f,,, divided by the number of modules
(M). The carrier signals of the modules are phase-shifted with respect to one another by
1I/M multiplied by the switching period. This results in the elimination of switching

frequency harmonics in the total injected current.
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Fig. 6.2 The Control Scheme of the proposed power splitting active filter (The
Controller in Fig. 6.1)

To achieve a linear amplification, and to withstand the system disturbance and to
compensate for the system losses, the dc-side current (/) of each filter module should
always be active and has a constant value. This can be accomplished by regulating
the I, of each CSC by means of a feedback control loop. In this feedback loop, the
modulating signal for charging the dc-side inductor is synchronized with the system
voltage (v, ) obtained from the voltage ADALINE. This results in a small current at
fundamental frequency contributing only to active power required for the regulation of

I,
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X
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6.3 Simulation Results

6.3.1 Steady-State Performance

The steady-state performance of the proposed power splitting modular active filter has
been verified and tested using the same test system given in Chapter 5 Section 5.10.2.1.
The test system with the filter configuration shown in Fig. 6.1 was simulated using
EMTDC simulation package. In this case, the number of active filter modules is chosen
to be 4 so that the power splitting scheme has almost the same installation cost as the
single converter scheme for doing the same job [70]. In this example, the active filter
modules are used to eliminate up to the 13" current harmonic. From the summation of
the harmonics (the 3%, 5%, 7%, 9™, 11*, and 13™), a control signal is obtained which is
used to generate the PWM switching pattern for each CSC module. Fig. 6.3 shows the

waveforms of a distorted current, i, , the total injected current into the line by the active

filter modules, i,,;, and the supply current, i, of the phase-a.

ny

The waveforms clearly illustrate the successful elimination of the selected
harmonics from the line. The results prove the capabilities of the proposed power
splitting active filter system in eliminating the selected harmonics from the line current.
The total harmonic distortion (THD, up to 3 kHz) of the line current is reduced from

44.5% t0 6.9%.
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Fig. 6.3: Steady state simulation results of the proposed power splitting modular active
power filter.

The proposed power splitting active power filter system is quite capable of dealing with
unbalanced nonlinear load conditions, as it is based on the per-phase treatment of the
line current harmonics. In a 3-phase 4-wire distribution system, three times as many

CSC modules as necessary for each phase will be used.
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6.3.2 Transient Performance

The objective of this section is to test and evaluate the transient response of the power
splitting modular active filter system to sudden variations in the magnitude and phase of
the harmonic currents. A simple example system consisting of two filter modules of the
proposed filter with a non-linear load having variable magnitude and phase angle of the
5™ harmonic is simulated using the EMTDC simulation package. Again, the Current

ADALINE input is (i,) and its output is the fundamental and the 5% harmonic. The
modulating signal, )i, (in this case the 5 harmonic signal), is used to control the CSC
modules, and the peak value of i, is used to produce the reference signal to regulate
the dc-side current (7, ) of each filter module. The input to the Voltage ADALINE is
the system phase voltage. The output of the Voltage ADALINE is used to construct a
sinusoidal control signal, which is in phase with the phase voltage. This signal will be
used as a synchronization signal in the closed-loop control system for 7, regulation.
Note that in order to keep 1, regulated, both the control signal and phase voltage should
have the same frequency. This is taken care of by the voltage ADALINE which is

equipped with line frequency tracker.

Fig. 6.4 displays the dc-side current (7, ) of one of the CSC modules, the

ADALINE output (5™ harmonic magnitude and phase), the distorted current (i,), and
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Fig. 6.4: Transient simulation results of the proposed power splitting modular active
power filter.
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the filtered current (i) for sudden changes in the nonlinear load current. From Fig. 7.4,
it is obvious that the controller of the proposed active filter is responding quickly and
accurately to the sudden increase or decrease in the nonlinear load in an adaptive way. It
also shows that the filtered current waveform (i,) settles to steady state within one
cycle, and demonstrates the excellent response of the proposed active filter. The

adaptation of 7, to load changes is an outstanding feature of the controller used which

results in optimum /7, value and minimal converter losses.

6.4 Summary

The proposed modular active filter offers the following advantage: 1) high efficiency
due to low conduction and switching losses; 2) high reliability and 3) high
serviceability. The proposed active power-line filter treats the ac system on a per-phase
basis, has fast response and adapts to the load variations. Theoretical expectations are

verified by digital simulation using EMTDC simulation package.
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Chapter 7
Power and Control Circuits

Design

7.1 Overview

The purpose of this chapter is to provide a detailed power and control circuits design of
the proposed modular active power filter which is given in Chapter 5. Due to their
similarity, the design and control aspect of only one single-phase CSC filter module is

considered.

The design of the active filter module is given in Section 7.2. In this section, the
design of the power circuit, the energy storage element and the output filter capacitor

are discussed. Section 7.3 gives a design example of one of the CSC filter modules. The

125
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control aspect of the proposed filter with an emphasis on a detail design of the closed

loop control system of the single-phase CSC module is discussed in Section 7.4.

7.2 Design of Active Filter Module

7.2.1 Power Circuit

The power circuit of each filter module is a standard single-phase PWM- CSC bridge.
It consists of a dc reactor (for dc-energy storage), a small capacitor (for filtering of
switching harmonics on the ac-side) and four controllable (gate-turn-off) semiconductor
switches. The current which must be supported by each switch is the maximum dc-side

current /., that is the peak value of the corresponding harmonic current. The voltage,

which must be supported by each switch, is the peak value of the system phase voltage.

7.2.2 Energy Storage Element

The energy element used in each CSC module is a dec reactor (L,.). The size of L,

affects the peak-to-peak ripple of the dc-side current of the CSC module.

The dc-side inductor L, of the CSC module is designed to limit the dc current ripple to

a specified value, typically between 3% and 5%. The procedure to design the inductor is

as follows:
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The dc-side voltage of the CSC, which is placed across L,, is a pulse-width-

modulated signal as shown in Fig. 7.1a. To consider the worse case condition for the

peak-to-peak ripple in the dc-side current (7 ), one can assume that the supply

ripple.p—p
voltage (v,) is at the peak and the duty cycle is equal to 0.5. With the help of Fig. 7.1b,

which shows the ripple component of the dc-side current, one can find

A A - V:pca!
G /'L.,
+V Y +V s.pesk
— [ / \ -» 1
'vl,pnk - v|.|mk ‘_T%_’

(a) (b)
Fig. 7.1: (a) The dc-side voltage of the CSC. (b) The dc-side current ripple.

_ V-\'»Plﬂk Tow _ Vx.penk
I ripple.p—p — L, X3 =3 Sow Lue (7.1)
or,
I. 9 = Limviere o 100% = — P 100% (7.2)
ripple,p—p I, 2 fowLac Lac .

The minimum size of L, can be calculated from

= VopeatI00 (7.3)

L, . == 'speak™ 7
de.min zfsw ldr: ln‘pple.pv—p %o

From the above equation, as the switching frequency increases, the size of the
inductor that can limit the current ripple to a specified value decreases. But, increasing

the switching frequency will increase the power loss in the switches. Therefore a
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compromise between the switching frequency and the inductor size should be

considered.

7.2.3 Output Filter Capacitor

The ac-side filter capacitor is required to filter out the switching harmonics of the
compensating current generated by the active filter modules. The filter capacitor and the
line inductance form a second order low pass filter which may amplify low-order
harmonics. Therefore, the size of the output capacitor must be selected carefully to
make sure that no low-order harmonics are close to the resonant frequency of the LC
tank circuit. The higher the switching frequency, the larger the resonant frequency, and

the smaller the filter capacitor.

7.3 Design Example

The design of the proposed active filter will be performed through a realistic numerical
example. Assume a single-phase diode bridge rectifier is fed by a distribution feeder. It
is intended to filter up to the 7" current harmonics. The magnitudes of the fundamental,

30 , 5™ and 7% harmonic currents are as follows:



Chapter 7: Power and Control Circuits Design 129

I pear= 1 P-UL
L,..=033pu.
L =02 pu
I e =0.14 p.u.

The switching frequency is chosen to be 21xhighest harmonic order to be

filteredx f,. The number of the proposed active filter modules is chosen to be 3 each is

dedicated to filter one harmonic. Each module consists of 4 switches and 1 dc reactor.
Therefore, for 3™ harmonic active filter module,

= the maximum value of the dc-side current I, =033 pu.;

= the supply voltage peak value V, ., =1pu.;

s the switching frequency = f,, =21x3x60=3780H;

the dc-side reactor L, is designed to limit ripple current to 5%.

From eqn. (7.3), one can easily find the dc-side reactor L, , to be equal to 0.08 p.u.

7.4 Modular Active Power Filter Control

The control scheme for the [” CSC module of the proposed modular active filter is

shown in Fig.7.2. The controller of each CSC module consists of an open-loop control
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and a closed-loop control. In the open loop system, the [*- harmonic signal
A;sin(lor +¢;) is reconstructed from the output of the current ADALINE is divided by
the gain 7,/Vv,; of the filter module (the amplifier) and then compared to a triangular

waveform to create the PWM switching pattern for the switches of the CSC module

dedicated to that particular harmonic.

The converter losses and system disturbances, such as sudden load fluctuations,
affect the dc-side currents of the CSC modules. For successful operation of CSCs as
linear power amplifiers, 7, of each module must be regulated by means of closed-loop
control. The control loop adjusts the amplitude of a sinusoidal template, synchronized
with the system voltage (v_) obtained from the voltage ADALINE. The above signal
will be used as a part of the modulating signal of the CSCs, as shown in Fig.7.2. It
results in drawing a small current component at fundamental frequency in phase with
the system voltage (for charging up the L, or increasing /,.) or out of phase by 180°
with respect to the system voltage (for discharging the L, or decreasing I, ). This
action involves only real power transfer between the system and CSC modules whereas

harmonic current injection involves only reactive power transfer.
The energy stored in L, is given by:

AW = éde Al (74)
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Charging L, from 7,,to I,,in a period of A:is associated with a change in the stored

energy:
1
AW =3de(15c2 *Ii-[ )=(PCSC —Plas.r )At (7’5)

where P and P, are the real power drawn from the system by one of the CSC
modules and the power losses in that module, respectively. P~ can be written as:
FPest =%V, -l s (7.6)

where the positive and negative signs correspond to the cases where real power flow

from the system to the CSC and from the CSC to the system, respectively.

Substituting (7.6) in (7.5) yields

1

E'de ( 15(:2 - chl )= (iVsICSC - Pla:s )At (7.7
or:

( chz - chl ) = %ﬁ_( iV.S'ICSC - Ploss )At (78)

The above relation clearly state that in order to increase [,
(£Vlcse — P ) >0 (7.9)

i.e., icsc must be in phase with v, (i.e., positive sign in(7.8)) and the following must

hold:
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P 5SS
Icsc > (7.10)
On the other hand, in order to decrease I,.,
(£Vilcse = Ploss ) <0 (7.11)

. P, i .
ie., Icse < "/‘_’“ for ic-in phase with v, or /. >—P“;’" for i,z out of phase by 180°

5 5

with respect to Vs.

A shown in Fig. 7.2, the control loop adjusts the magnitude and the phase of

icsc based on the magnitude and the sign of the error between the 7, and 7, . Each

CSC has an independent control loop for 7, regulation. This adds to the reliability of
the system. Note that the value of the dc-side current is regulated based on the present
peak value of the harmonic current available from the Current ADALINE. In other

words, 1., of each CSC is set to be equal to the amplitude of the corresponding

harmonic to be filtered by the CSC module. This will reduce the conduction and
switching losses, which are proportional to the dc-side current, and enhance the system

performance thanks to the adaptive nature of the ADALINE.

For successful regulation of the CSC dc-side current, one should provide the
appropriate compensation in the feedback loop for certain steady-state and transient

response requirements using one of the conventional frequency-domain design methods
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such as Bode plot. To design a proper controller, a linear mathematical model for each
CSC, particularly the power stage, should be developed. The model is derived based on

the state-space averaging technique.
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P
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Fig. 7.2: Control Scheme of the {” CSC module of the proposed active filter

7.4.1 The System Equations

A state space model is used to represent one of the CSC modules of the modular active
power filter (the plant) which is shown in Fig. 7.3. The state variables have been chosen
to be the voltage across the capacitor and the currents through inductors. According to
the conventions of voltage polarities and current direction chosen in Fig. 7.3, the

differential equations that govern the CSC operation can be found as:

(LK
-

"

N
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Fig. 7.3: Single-Phase Current Source Converter

Ve =e—Ri—L-‘-ii
dt
i=c e 4y
dt
di,

Vg = Rdcidc + de dr

AAA
VVy

134

(7.12-a)

(7.12-b)

(7.12-¢)

The input current # and the output dc-voltage v, of the CSC in equation (7.12) are

giving by

i'=Siy

Vg =SV,

(7.13)

where S represents the switching function that controls the converter switches in the

CSC module, based on bipolar PWM. The CSC circuit, shown in Fig. 7.3, can be

represented by the equivalent circuit shown in Fig. 7.4.
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To find the mathematical model of the PWM-CSC module based on the state-space
averaging technique, the switching function $ has been replaced by its low-frequency
content, i.e., the local average or instantaneous average which is the fundamental
component. The high frequency components in the output current are eliminated
because of the low-pass filter at the output of the converter. The switching function
S can be replaced by the modulating signal (m) which is used to control the switches in

the CSC module.

Fig. 7.4: Equivalent circuit for CSC module given in Fig. 7.3
Now, substitute equation (7.13) in (7.12) and use the modulating signal (=), equation

(7.12) can be written as:

v, =e-Ri-L% (7.14-2)
de

. dv, .

i= C? +miy, (7.14-b)

Vg =mv, =Ry iz + Ly dige (7.14-¢)
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a__R._ I .1, (7.15-a)

dvc =_I_l'__m idc (7.15-b)
d C C
didc _ m _ Rdc .

dr de Ve de t4e (7-15 C)

Let’s assume that:

e=E,coswt, i=1I,cos(wt+g¢), v. =V, cos(wt+y)and m =M cos( wt +8)

Then,

i=(l,.¢), v.=(V,y and i,are the state variables, m=(M,g) is the input and i, is the
output.

Substituting for e, iv.andmin equation set (7.15), expanding and equating the
coefficients of coswtand sinwt terms on both sides of each equation, the following set

of 1¥-order non-linear differential equations will be obtained:

i‘-/L"—=—1~[I,,, cos(p-y)—Miy cos(8-y) ]—a) (7.16-a)
dt C
o1

="V (1, sin(p-y)—Miy sin(6-3) |-w (7.16-b)
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dI 1

Em _LF . - - -
o L[ nCOSQ-RI_ -V, cos(p » ] (7.16-c)
dp _ 1 . e o

T [V, sin( p-y)~E, sing ] (7.16-d)
di 1

i =~ [ MV,, cos(6~y )~ Ryiy ] (7.16-¢)
de Ly

The equation set (7.16) can be written in the general form as:

x = f(x,u) (7.17)
where

_rl_ ‘Vm—

X3 14 u M
x=|x, |=| 1, and..=[ H ]

u2 0
Xy @
_x5_ _Idl.‘

The above system can be linearized around a certain steady-state operating point and the

linearized system can be expressed as:

=2 aea
Ax—axl.Ax+au|.Au (7.18)

where §£

ox

of

al” ¢ the Jacobian matrices, evaluated at the steady state operating
u

. and

points.
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Thus, the general linearized system can be represented by:

X =Ax+Bu (7.19-a)
y =Cx+Du (7.19-b)
where,
~ - [ 3f; 9, ] 9 | ]
av, e s al ax:|. roal
9 L2} 9 9, 9,
Ay aq 1*  anl* odnl* ax |t oxgi*

- 9; 9
x=\Al, | A=l Z . E E.,
A(o of; s 9, aﬁl ofs
78 RO AT LA 9 L P
Al | CARS AN AR AN
_5;]' - axz = ’a?;t at,, * sz'c
A
au |*  Quy |*
By
du, 1* du, I* dﬂ[
|96 af; —
B=|5ls acl-|,u=
[ Uy ’ AH
7%
duy |* Ou, I*
s s
| 9u; 1* u, 'J

C=[0 0 0 0 1],ana D=[0]

In order to find the steady state operating point, the right hand sides in equation set

(7.16) are equated to zero (all the derivatives are equal to zero). Therefore,

0 =-é—[[,'n cos(g” -y )-M'i;c cos(@" -y ) ]—w (7.20-a)

0= [1; sin(o" -y )-M"i} sin(6"-y" ) |-w (7.20-b)

»
m
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0 =%[Em cosg’ -RI. —V:cos(o" -y ) ] (7.20-c)
0 =#[V,‘, sin(o" -y" )—E,, sing” | (7.20-d)
0=-L[ym"V; cos8" =y )= Rpis. ] (7.20-¢)

de

Given the system parameters, i.e., R,L,C.R;.L; andE,, as well as ¢’and I, , one can

solve for the I,,V...y",M "and 8" from the above equations. Thus,

. +.JE2 — 2
18 = EntVEn “ 8RRl (7.21-a)

2R
V =(E,—RI, )* +(wL, ) (7.21-b)
v =sin-’{"’"/’:’ m } (7.21-c)

. J([;, cosy‘ )2 +([; sz‘ny' +coCV,: )2

M 1‘ (7.21-d)
de
6° =sin"[—1’" Si’l”_[f“’c"m }+ y" (7.21-¢)
de

The CSC closed loop control system for charging the dc-side current will be as shown

in Fig. 7.5.
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Fig. 7.5: Active power control loop for charging the dc-side current

7.4.2 Controller Design

The performance and stability of the feedback control system for regulating the dc-side
current of the CSC, shown in Fig. 7.2, can be determined from the open-loop

characteristics. Let us assume that the overall open loop transfer function is
Gor(s)=Ge(s)GH(s)

where G(s)is the CSC transfer function between A/, and AM obtained from state-space
model, H(s)is the transfer function of the low-pass filter ( see Appendix (C)). G.(s)1is

the transfer function of the compensator.

The parameters of G.(s)should be designed such that G, (s)meets the following

performance and desired characteristics:
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1. The low frequency gain should be large so that the steady state error between the

actual dc-current and the reference signal is small.
2. The gain at converter’s switching frequency should be small.

3. The cross over frequency (the frequency at which the open loop gain is unity)
should be as high as possible but below the switching frequency for a fast

transient response such as a sudden change of the load.

4. The open loop phase at the cross over frequency (phase margin) should be at

least 45°.

Fig. 7.6 shows the Bode plot for the transfer function GH(s)using the numerical

values given in the Appendix (C). It clearly shows that the transfer function has a fixed

gain and minimal phase at low frequency. Beyond the resonant frequency ,, _ the

1
(Ml JE
gain began to fall with slope of 40dB/decade and the phase tends toward -180°.

The additional phase-lag should be considered in designing the compensation of

such a system to provide enough gain and phase margins. To meet the above

(1l+71s) is

requirements simultaneously, a phase-lag compensator of the form G.(s)=K 1+ ots)

used.
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Bode Diagrams
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Fig. 7.6: Bode Diagrams of the open loop transfer function

The parameters of the compensator G.(s)can be determined using the Bode plot
technique. The design criteria and procedures are outlined in the Appendix (C). The

controller parameters are derived to be:
K =0.087
=02

a=2.82
The bode plots of the open loop transfer function including the controller are shown

in Fig. 7.7. As seen, the gain margin of 55° has been achieved.
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Bode Diagrams
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Fig. 7.7: Bode Diagrams of the open loop transfer function including the controller
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Fig. 7.8: Unit step response curves for the compensated and uncompensated systems
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The step response of the system is shown in Fig. 7.8 and shows that the steady- state

error of less than 5% has been achieved.

7.5 Summary

This chapter discussed the control system of the proposed modular active power filter
and provided simplified design procedures of the CSC filter components. A design
example was introduced to illustrate the design procedures. The filter control scheme is
clearly described. A detailed mathematical model of the CSC filter module which is
used in controller design is given. The design of the closed loop control system is also

discussed.
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Chapter 8
Evaluation Of The Proposed

Modular Approach

8.1 Overview

The objective of the chapter is to evaluate and compare the proposed modular active
filtering approach (Frequency Splitting approach) against the conventional one-
converter and power-splitting approaches from the installation and operating costs, as
well as performance points view. We will also draw some conclusions as to when and

where each modular scheme should be used.

Section 8.2 provides a comparison between the proposed modular active (frequency

splitting) and the conventional 1-converter schemes. The comparative evaluation of the
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two modular active filtering approaches from different points of view is discussed in

Section 8.3. Finally, the summary of this chapter is given in Section 8.4.

8.2 Frequency Splitting Versus Single Converter

In this section, the proposed modular active filtering (frequency splitting) approach will
be compared to the conventional 1-converter approach from the economical, reliability,

and flexibility points of view. Fig. 8.2 shows the block diagrams of the 2 schemes.

il v iaj Iy W v v v bt iy
Alh fia AL|5 4 i_] ......
3rd 5!h 7th Nm
1- Converter Frequency Splitting
approach approach

Fig. 8.2: Block diagram of the frequency splitting and 1-converter schemes.

8.2.1 Economical Comparison

The installation cost of the modular scheme will be higher than that of the 1-converter
approach, but the operating cost will be lower. Therefore, as the operating time

increases, there will be a break-even point at which the total costs of the two schemes
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become equal. Beyond the break-even point, the modular approach offers more savings.

This is illustrated in Fig. 8.3.

a Total Cost (3) 1- Converter approach \v

)

Modular approach

—
>

0 break-even

point Operating time (year)

Fig. 8.3: Total cost comparison between the 1-converter scheme and frequency splitting
converter scheme.

The economic comparison will be performed through a realistic numerical example.
Assume a single-phase diode bridge rectifier is fed by a 400 V feeder. It is intended to
filter the 3™, 5®, and 7% current harmonics. The magnitudes of the fundamental, 3, 5"

and 7™ harmonic currents, and the total distorted current (i, ) are as follows:
I; =247.5 A, rms (350 A, peak)
I.=(/n) I;; I3 =117 A, peak; Is = 70 A, peak; I; = 50 A, peak; Igs = 205 A, peak.

The switching frequency is chosen to be 21 x highest frequency to be filtered. Each
CSC has 4 switches and 1 dc reactor. The cost of electricity is calculated based on the

Canadian rates (see Appendix D).
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To simplify the problem, the installation cost includes the cost of the components
and the operating cost includes the cost of the conduction and switching losses. The
costs are given in Canadian dollars. Table (8.1) and Table (8.2), summarize the

installation cost and the operating losses of both schemes, respectively.

Table (8.1): Installation costs of 1-converter and frequency splitting schemes

1 Modular
Converter Converter
8 Switches” | $ 897* $ 897+
=
=0 .
& Reactors $1705* $2018*
Total Cost $2602 $2915
* Based on the Fuji dual NPT IGBT modules, 600 V
. ** Based on the Hammond 5 mH dc reactors
° 4 See Appendix E

Table (8.2): Operating losses and cost per month of 1-converter and frequency splitting

schemes
1 Modular
Converter Converter
Conduction”
Losses 898 kWh/month 1038 kWh/month
Switching
Losses 1426 kWh/month 1044 kWh/moath
Total Losses
2324 kWh/month 2082 kWh/month
Cost of Total
Losses 191.4 $/month 172.6 $/month

. * See Appendix D
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The yearly net saving in the operating losses using the modular scheme is $ 226
(based on the Canadian tariff, see Appendix D). This means that the difference between
the installation costs of the 1-converter and the proposed frequency splitting approaches

($313) will be compensated in less than 11 years of operation. Since the dc-side current

of each CSC module in the proposed modular filter is regulated at the present peak
value of the corresponding harmonic, it is expected that the total losses will be less and

hence the savings will be more. Also, on a larger scale, the savings will be greater.

8.2.2 Reliability

Since the power converter units of the proposed frequency splitting active power filter
are acting as standalone devices, a partial harmonic cancellation of a distorted
waveform is expected even if one or more power converters fail to operate. This will
still result in a better line current spectrum than in the uncompensated case. Note that, in

the one converter scheme, the converter failure means no harmonic elimination at all.

8.2.3 Flexibility

Since each converter is independently connected to the AC system, selective harmonic
elimination based on the dominant harmonic component is possible. Also, simultaneous

multi-function strategies to take care of other disturbances, such as voltage or current
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imbalance and voltage fluctuations are feasible. This will result in great flexibility and

enhancement of the overall performance of the proposed active filter.

8.3 Frequency-Splitting Approach Verses Power-
Splitting Approach

In this section, the two modular active filtering approaches are compared.

8.3.1 Power rating

The total power rating in power splitting approach is determined by the peak of the total

distortion, i.e., (3i,),.. - # being the harmonic order. In the frequency splitting scheme,

the total power rating is determined by the sum of the peaks of the individual harmonics

to be filtered, i.e., 3y pex - Due to the diversity effect of harmonics, (is),eae <X is pear -

This implies that for the same filtering job, the installed VA is higher in frequency
splitting approach than in power splitting scheme. This naturally results in higher initial

(installation) cost for frequency splitting technique.

8.3.2 DC term: I,

In power splitting, the dc term (I, ) of each converter is equal to (3, Jpea /N 5 1.€., the

peak of the sum of the harmonics to be filtered divided by the number of filter modules
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in parallel. The information on (3, )pear 1S MECessary for sizing the individual converter

modules and the regulation of 7, of each module. The dc term (7, ) of each converter
in frequency splitting is equal to i, ., . This information is readily available in
frequency splitting modular active filter. The information on the peak values of the
individual harmonics allows for dynamic adjustment of 7, of converter modules

according to the present magnitude of the corresponding harmonic components. This
feature can result in a reduction of conduction and switching losses through avoiding

unnecessary high 7, values.

8.3.3 Identical modules

In the power splitting approach, the converter modules are identical. This offers an
advantage in terms of maintenance and serviceability. The operator of the equipment
has to keep only one type of module in stock. In frequency splitting, converter modules

are different and can be replaced only by a similar module.

8.3.4 Conduction losses

In the power splitting approach, the total conduction loss is proportional to the peak of

the sum of harmonics to be filtered, ($is),.. - The total conduction losses in the

frequency splitting approach is proportional to the sum of the peaks of the harmonics to



Chapter 8: Evaluation of The Proposed Modular Approach 152

be filtered, 3i; . - Since (zi,,)mk<2i,,‘pwk , the total conduction losses in the power

splitting approach is less than those in the frequency splitting scheme.

8.3.5 Switching losses

In the power splitting approach, the switching losses in each converter module are
proportional to (¥ 4),../V)(f./) - The total switching loss of N converter modules will be
proportional to ((3),..xf/N). fy is conventionally taken to be equal to 21xhighest

order of harmonic to be filteredx fundamental frequency (f,) [4]. In the frequency

splitting scheme, the switching frequency of a converter module is proportional to

(hpeat )X (fown)- Here, £, is assumed to be 21xkxf,. As h increases, iy .o decreases

and f,,,increases. In typical non-linear loads such as diode rectifiers of a constant dc-

side current, iy pea ec%, and f, «<h. Since f,,, = f,, therefore f,,,<h. As a result, the

switching loss of a converter module is proportional to %xh or is a constant for all

converter modules. The total switching loss will be proportional to ), (i,‘pea%fm,,). As

seen, the total switching loss of the power splitting approach decreases as N (the
number of modules) increases. For low N values, the total switching losses of the power
splitting approach can be higher than those of the frequency splitting scheme. As N is

increased, at a break even point, the switching losses of both schemes become equal and
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for larger N, the switching losses of the power splitting approach will be lower than

those of the frequency splitting scheme.

8.3.6 Economical Comparison

The economical comparison will be performed through a realistic numerical example.
Assume a single-phase diode bridge rectifier is fed by a 400 V feeder. It is intended to
filter the 3%, 5, and 7" current harmonics. Therefore, 3 modules of frequency splitting
scheme will be used. The magnitudes of the fundamental, 3™, 5® and 7" harmonic

currents, and the total distortion current (i, = ¥, ) are as follows:
h=35.7

i pms = 247.5 A (1) pere = 350 A)
Ly=QURY -1 Dy g = V1T A5 Is e =70 A3 1[5 500 =50 A5 1y e =205 A

The switching frequency is chosen to be 21xhighest order of harmonic to be

filteredx f,. To simplify the problem, the installation cost includes the cost of 4

switches and 1 dc reactor per CSC module and the operating cost is the sum of the costs
of the conduction and switching losses. The cost of electricity is calculated based on the
rates used by Waterloo North Hydro (see Appendix D) and is given in Canadian doliars.
The number of active filter modules of power splitting scheme is chosen to be 4 so that

both schemes have almost the same installation cost. Table (8.3) gives the installation
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costs of the two schemes and Table (8.4) lists the conduction and switching losses as
well as the operating costs of both schemes.

Table (8.3): Installation costs of frequency-splitting and power-splitting schemes

Power- Frequency-
splitting splitting
approach approach

g Switches™ | $ 897 $ 897

E 3z

—= O

S0 "

£ Reactors | $2296 $2018

Total Cost $3193 $2915

® * Based on the Fuji dual NPT IGBT modules, 600 V
e ** Based on the Hammond 5 mH dc reactors

Table (8.4): Operating losses per month of frequency-splitting and power-splitting

schemes
Power-splitting Frequency-
approach splitting approach
Conduction
Losses 590 kWh/month 683 kWh/month
Switching
Losses 352 kWh/month 1030 kWh/month
Total Losses
942 kWh/month 1713 kWh/month
Cost of Total
losses 84.2 $/month 144.4 $/month

e  *See Appendix E

From the data presented in Table (8.4), it can be concluded that in the power

splitting approach, the operating costs are lower and thus, this scheme is more

economical than the frequency splitting approach.
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The results of the operating cost comparison happen to be strongly case dependent.
Under different loading conditions, the power splitting scheme might be more
economical than frequency splitting approach or vice versa. As the number of filter
modules in power splitting approach (&) is increased, the conduction losses remain the
same, but the switching losses will decrease. Generally speaking, if the initial
(installation) cost can be justified, the power splitting approach offers a more

economical solution to modular active power filtering.

8.3.7 Reliability

The loss of one converter in the power splitting approach implies an increase of
(1/N)x100% in the magnitude of each filtered harmonic component. The loss of a filter
unit reduces the effective switching frequency and causes waveform distortion due to
the incorrect phase shift between the carrier signals of the remaining filter modules.
These effects are expected to cause an increase in the total harmonic distortion (THD)
beyond (1/N)x100%. For the example given in the previous section, the THD (up to 3
kHz) will increase from 5.9% to 48.7% if one active filter module is lost. The
considerable increase in the THD beyond expectation is due to additional distortion
resulting from the drop in the effective switching frequency and the incorrect phase

shift superimposed on it.
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In the frequency splitting scheme, the loss of one filter module adds a percentage to
the THD depending on which converter is lost. If the failed filter module is the one
responsible for filtering the harmonic of the largest magnitude, the effect will be the
most dramatic. For the example given in the previous section, the THD (up to 3 kHz)
will increase from 5.78% to 30.76% if the active filter module dedicated to the 3™
harmonic current is lost and to 19.3% and 14.88% if the 5™ active filter module and the
7" active filter module are lost, respectively. From the above discussion, it can be
concluded that in frequency splitting scheme, even if the converter responsible for
filtering the harmonic of the largest magnitude is lost, the resulting line current

spectrum is better than that of losing a unit in power splitting approach.

8.3.8 Flexibility

In the power splitting approach, selective harmonic elimination is not accommodated.
All the harmonics in the window defined by the bandwidth of the filter system will be
filtered. The frequency splitting scheme allows for selective harmonic elimination
thanks to the availability of information on individual harmonic components. By
implementing a criterion in the control algorithm, the harmonics of magnitude higher
than a specified value will be selected for elimination and the corresponding active filter
modules will be activated and connected to the power line. This feature results in

reduced overall losses.
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8.3.9 Steady-State Performance

To test the performance of the two modular active filter schemes in steady state, the
example given in section 8.3.6 was simulated using the EMTDC simulation package.

Fig. 8.4(a) shows the distorted current (i, ) waveform. Fig. 8.4(b) and Fig 8.4(c) display

the filtered current (is ) conditioned by frequency splitting and power splitting modular

(3) Distoried Cumren: Waveform
T

500 i L
00 025 05 0.75 0.1
Time (3)

Fig 8.4: Steady state simulation results of the two modular active filter schemes
(a) Distorted current (i, ) waveform

(b) The filtered current for frequency splitting scheme

(c) The filtered current for power splitting scheme
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active filter schemes, respectively. The waveforms clearly demonstrate the effectiveness
and validity of both schemes in eliminating the selected harmonics from the line
current. The THD (up to 3 kHz) of the filtered current of Fig. 8.4(b) is 5.78%, and that

of Fig 8.4(c) is 5.9%, down from 37.34% in the distorted line current.

8.4 Summary

The comparison between the proposed modular active filter (frequency splitting
approach) and the conventional l-converter scheme shows that the proposed filter is

more economical, reliable and flexible.

The comparative evaluation of the power splitting and frequency splitting
approaches for active power filtering shows that when the initial (installation) cost is
not a limiting factor for the number of filter modules, the power splitting approach
offers a more economical solution to modular active power filtering. In the power
splitting scheme, the diversity effect of harmonics results in the reduction of the
installed VA and operating costs. The frequency splitting approach, on the other hand,
offers the following advantages thanks to the availability of full information on
individual harmonic components: 1) reliability; 2) flexibility (selected harmonic
elimination) and 3) dynamic adjustment of the dc-terms of the CSC filter modules
according to the present magnitudes of the individual harmonics to be filtered (resulting

in reduced losses). Moreover, for harmonic current components that have high ratings,
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the concept of the power splitting can be used to compensate a particular harmonic

using the frequency splitting approach.
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Chapter 9
Conclusions and Future Work

The main objective of this research is to develop an innovative harmonic mitigating
technique using a modular active power filter. In this thesis, an efficient and reliable
modular active harmonic filtering approach has been taken. Rather than trying to
provide active filtering for the entire spectrum of harmonic components, the proposed

modular active power system targets the low-order harmonics individually.

Different active power filtering schemes and concepts have been introduced for the
purpose of power quality improvement. The power converter used as an active filter is
rated based on the magnitude of the injected current and is operated at the switching
frequency required to perform the filtering job successfully. Almost all of the recently
proposed active power filters are realized by one PWM voltage source or current source
converter. If the converter's power rating and switching frequency are both high,

excessive losses are expected

160
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The proposed modular active filter system consists of a number of parallel single-
phase CSC modules: each dedicated to suppress a specific low-order harmonic of
choice (Frequency-Splitting Approach). The power rating of the modules will decrease
and their switching frequency will increase as the order of the harmonic to be filtered is
increased. As a result, the overall switching losses are considerably reduced due to a
balanced “power rating”-“switching frequency” product and selected harmonic
elimination.

The reliability of the existing active filters is another major concern. Most of the
existing active power filters connected to distribution systems consist mainly of a single
power converter with a high rating which takes care of all the harmonic components in
the distorted signal. A failure in any of the active filter devices will result in no
compensation at all. Also, active power filters that are based on cascade multi-converter
and multi level topologies suffer from low reliability. Since the power converter units of
the proposed modular active power filter are acting as standalone devices, a partial
compensation of harmonic distortion is expected even if one (or more) power converters
fails to operate. This will still result in a better line current spectrum than in the

uncompensated case.

The proposed filter system exhibits great flexibility and superior overall
performance due to the independent connection of the filter modules to the AC system

and the possibility of the selected harmonic elimination based on the dominant
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harmonic component. To take advantage of the diversity principle, the proposed filter
system can filter a group of harmonics using one filter module or more by combining
them and compensating them in groups. Also, simultaneous multi operation strategies to
take care of other disturbances, such as voltage or current imbalance and voltage

fluctuations are feasible.

The control methodology of the active power-line filter is the key element for
enhancing its performance in mitigating the harmonic current and voltage waveforms.
Active power line filtering can be performed in the time domain or in the frequency
domain. The control system processes the distorted line current and the voltage signals
and forces the converter to inject the proper compensating current. At the same time it
regulates the dc-side current or voltage of the converter. One important factor which
influences the performance of the active power filters in the frequency domain is the
speed and accuracy of the detection tool for the power line harmonic currents. In this
thesis, the ADALINE-based harmonic analyzer has been improved by modifying the
original ADALINE algorithm to track the system frequency variations. The proposed
estimation scheme is tested on simulated data and compared with the Kalman filter and
FFT algorithms. The improved ADALINE scheme provides excellent accuracy and
convergence speed in tracking the fundamental frequency and the harmonic

components. It is highly adaptive and is capable of estimating the variations in the
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fundamental frequency, amplitude and phase angle of the harmonic components. It

exhibits better performance compared with the Kalman filter and FFT approaches.

Another important factor, affecting the control of the active filters, is the derivation of
the synchronizing signal, which is in phase with the bus voltage and is used to regulate
the dc-side current or voltage of the power converter. In this thesis, a new ADALINE-
based controller scheme for the proposed modular active filter is introduced. The
proposed controller utilizes another ADALINE to track the system voltage and extract
the fundamental component of the source voltage which is used as a synchronize signal
for ther, regulation loop. This improves the filtering capability of the proposed
modular active filter even if the source voltage is harmonic polluted. The controller

adjusts the dc-side current 7, of the converter modules according to the magnitude of

the harmonics to be filtered. This results in optimum dc-side current value and minimal

converter losses.

The proposed controller is also responsible for invoking specific CSC filter
module(s) to start the filtering job by connecting it to the electric grid. The automated
connection of the corresponding filter module(s) is based on decision-making rules in
such a way that the IEEE 519-1992 limits are not violated. The information available on
the magnitude of each harmonic component allows us to select the active filter
bandwidth (i.e., the highest harmonic to be suppressed). This will result in more

efficiency and higher performance.
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In this research, the comparative evaluation on practical use in industry shows that the
proposed filter is more economical, reliable and flexible compared to the conventional
approach of filtering all the harmonics using one converter. The comparison between
the power splitting and frequency splitting approaéhes presented in Chapter 8 shows
that the power splitting scheme offers a more economical solution to modular active
power filtering when the installation cost is not a limiting factor. The frequency splitting
approach, on the other hand, is more reliable, flexible and is capable of dynamic
adjustment of the dc-terms of the CSC filter modules according to the present
magnitudes of the individual harmonics to be filtered. This results in reduced losses.
Moreover, for harmonic current components that have high ratings, the concept of
power splitting can be used to compensate a particular harmonic using the frequency

splitting approach.

The proposed active power filter system is quite capable of dealing with unbalanced
nonlinear load conditions, as it is based on the per-phase treatment of the line current
harmonics. In a three-phase 4-wire distribution system, three single-phase CSCs will be
required for filtering a specific harmonic in the three lines. The frequency splitting
concept is also applicable to three-phase 3-wire distribution systems. In this case,
instead of using three single-phase CSC modules, only one three-phase module is

required to suppress a specific harmonic of choice in the three lines.
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In light of the drawbacks presented in previously proposed schemes and concepts,
the active filtering topology and control scheme proposed in this thesis have been
successfully demonstrated to be a valuable contribution to active power harmonic
filtering. The concept and performance of the proposed filter system have been verified
by extensive simulation experiments using the EMTDC and the MATLAB simulation

packages.

The followings are some specific conclusions which reflect the bold features of the

proposed modular active filter system:

1. The proposed frequency splitting modular design which is based on filtering
specific harmonics results in high efficiency due to low conduction and
switching losses. This results in more savings in the running costs compared to

the conventional approach.

o

The proposed filter exhibits high reliability due to the parallel connection of

CSC modules and single harmonic treatment.

3. The ADALINE based-harmonic analyzer has been utilized for the first time as a
part of active power filtering. This enhances the performance response of the
proposed filter due to the adaptability and the ADALINE'’s speed in tracking the

harmonic components.
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4. The ADALINE-based measurement scheme has been enhanced by modifying
the original algorithm to track the fundamental frequency variations. This is
important for successful charging of the dc-side current of the CSCs and hence

successful harmonic filtering.

5. The controller of the proposed active filter has been improved by utilizing
another ADALINE to track the system voltage to extract the fundamental
component of the source voltage which is used as a synchronize signal for

the7,. regulation loop. This improves the filtering capability of the proposed

modular active filter even if the source voltage is harmonic polluted.

6. The controller is further enhanced by dynamically adjusting the dc-side current
1, of the CSC filter modules according to the present magnitudes of the

individual harmonics to be filtered. This results in optimum dc-side current

value and minimal converter losses.

7. The CSC topology has been chosen for its superior performance compared with
VSC topology, in terms of direct control of the injected current (resulting in
faster response in time-varying load environment) and lower dc-energy storage

requirement (resulting in lower reactive element rating and reduced losses).

8. The proposed filter has the capability to select harmonic elimination due to the

availability of information on the individual harmonic components. Also, a
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single CSC filter module can be assigned to filter two or more harmonics that

have low magnitudes.

Suggestions for Future Work

During the course of this research, the following issues have been detected and are

listed here as possibly topics for future work in this area.

1. The application of the proposed active filter system to mitigate other power

quality problems such as sags and swells.

2. This work can be extended to investigate the possibility of balancing the

unbalanced currents in 3-phase 4-wire distribution systems.

3. The focus of this research is on the fundamental theoretical problems rather than
the hardware implementation. The proposed active filter could be

experimentally verified and compared to the theoretical work done in this thesis.

4. Quantitive study on the savings due to dynamically adjusting the dc-side current

1. of the CSC could be conducted.

5. Similar topology with higher voltage and current ratings may be designed to be
used for other application such as AC and DC active harmonic filtering of

HVDC systems.
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APPENDIX (A)

Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT)

The frequency content of a periodic stationary discrete time signal x(r) with M samples

can be expressed using the discrete Fourier transform as:

M
X(f) = Y e ) (A1)

n=l

=27
where Q A'I

the inverse Fourier transform is
M )

x(2,) =D, X (f)e™ (A.2)
k=t

Both the time domain and the frequency domain are assumed periodic with a total of
M samples per period. The direct and quadrature components of the n™ harmonic of a

distorted waveform V can be expressed as

X, =

M
—%-ZVk sinna,z, (A.3)
M
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2 M
V.= H-ZV,‘ cosnw,t, (A4)
k=1

where V, is the sample of the distorted waveform at time ¢, ; k=1,2,....M .

From equations (A.3 and A.4), one can calculate the amplitude and the phase angle

of the n™ harmonic using:

V, =+ (A.5)

= 'yn
¢, =tan” ("} ) (A.6)
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APPENDIX (B)

Artificial Neural Network

An artificial neural network (ANN) is a connection of many neurons that mimic the
biological system with the help of electronic computational circuits or computer

software. It is also defined as neuro-computer or connectionist system in the literature.

An artificial neuron, called neuron or processing element (PE), is a concept of
simulating the biological neuron. Fig. B.1 shows the structure of an artificial neuron.
The input signals X;, X, Xj,....... , X, are normally continuos variables, but can also be
discrete values. Each input signal flows through a gain called weight or connection
strength. The summing node accumulates all the input weighted signals (activation
signal) and then passes it to the output through the transfer function. The transfer
function can be step or threshold function (passes logical 1 if the input exceeds a
threshold, else 0), signum function (output is +1 if the input exceeds a threshold, else —
1), or linear threshold (with output clamped at +1). The transfer function can also be a
nonlinear continuos type, such as sigmoid or hyperbolic tan. The most commonly used

function is the sigmoid function and is given by
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where a is the coefficient that determines the slope of the function that changes between
the two asymptotic values (0 and +1). These transfer functions are also known as
squashing functions, because they squash or limit the output between the two

asymptotes.

Neural networks can be classified as feedforward (or layered) and feedback (or
recurrent) types, depending on the interconnections of neurons. A network can also be
defined as static or dynamic, depending on whether it is simulating static or dynamical
systems. Fig. B.2 shows the structure of a feedforward multilayer network with n-input
and n output signals (the number of input and output signals may be different). In this
network, one layer of neurons forms the input layer and a second forms the output layer,
with one intermediate or hidden layers existing between them. It is assumed that no

connections exist between the neurons in a particular layer.

weights

) - N Neuron
Inputs ;i output
X; w Ew..x. —/r ¥;
s . Sigmoidal
umming function
node
X

Fig. B.1 Basic artificial neuron model
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The input and output layers have neurons equal to the respective number of signals.
The input layer neurons do not have transfer functions, but there is a scale factor in each
input to normalize the input signals. The number of hidden layers and the number of
neurons in each hidden layer depend on the complexity of the problem being solved.
The input layer transmits the computed signals to the first hidden layer, and
subsequently the outputs from the first hidden layer are fed, as weighted inputs, to the
second hidden layer. This construction process continues until the output layer is
reached. Network input and output signals may be logical (0, 1), discrete bi-directional
(£1) or continuos variables. The sigmoid output signal can be clamped to convert to
logical variables. It is obvious that such structure (parallel input parallel output) makes
the neural network a multidimensional computing system where computation is done in

a distributed manner.

For a feedforward neural network described earlier, weight learning is most
commonly carried out by the method of backpropagation. Backpropagation learning
rule alters the weight matrices between the output-hidden-input layers in a backward

fashion. It carries out a minimization of the mean square error between the network

outputs and a set of desired values for those outputs namely 4,(i =1,---,n).
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h g: @ &2 @ g —* N
g pX g, 2 g 2
g, @/ g, \2:_/ g — b
Fig. B.2 Structure of feedforward neural network
An appropriate error function is give by:
1 n
EW)= Ezcd,- -y)7(d; = ¥:)
i=l

and this error, on the output must first be minimized by a best selection of output layer
weights. Once the output layer weights have been selected the weights in the hidden
layer next to the output can be adjusted by employing a linear backpropagation of the
error term from the output layer. This procedure is followed until the weights in the

input layer are adjusted.

Backpropagation rule uses out steepest descent corrections on the given weight

matrices and its step-by-step procedure can be summarized as [B.1]:
Consider a network with M layers (m = 1, 2, . . ., M) and use y;" for the output of the i
unit in the mth layer. y; will be synonym for x;, the ith input. Let w; mean the

connection from y™™ to y;". Then the backpropagation procedure is:
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1) Initialize the weights to small random values.

2) Choose an input pattern x; and apply it to the input layer (m=0) so that
yl=x, foralln

3) Propagate the signal forwards through the network using

y=gh™) =g wiy™™)
J

for each i and m until the final outputs y; have been calculated.
4) Compute the deltas for the output layer
8! =g'(h")d, - y/"]
by comparing the actual outputs with the desired ones d; for the corresponding input
pattern.
5) Compute the deltas for the proceeding layers by propagating the errors backwards
8 =g'(n")d, ~y!']
form =M, M-1, ..., 2 until a delta has been calculated for every unit.
6) Use
m-1

Awg =n087 y;

1
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(n= learning rate parameter) to update the connections according to w;™ = w,.‘;.“ +Aw;

7) Go back to step 2 and repeat for the next pattern.

References
[B.1] . Hertz, A. krogh and G. P. Richard, “Introduction to the theory of neural

computation,” Addison-Wesley Publication Company, 1991.
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APPENDIX (C)

System Parameter and Controller Design Procedure

Supply Voltage E,, =170V
Line inductance =0.72 mH,
Line resistance =0.272 Q
Output Capacitor =2.65 uF.

dc-side inductance=30 mH.
dc-side resistance=0.38 Q2
Fundamental frequency = 60 Hz.

dc-side current (I, )=15A,
@ =00,
Using the above system parameters and equation set (7.19), the matrices A, B, C and D can be

determined as:

r 0 63986.7 377360 —-612.6 —25346]

-2.22 0 3.58 2240 24.89
A=|-1388.9 -379.83 -377.78 379.83 0
222 -233974 -3742 -377.78 0

1.12 -31.67 0 0 ~-12.67 |

[-5583340 —63374]
5483.5  —2240
B= 0 0
0 0
| 2790.3 31.67 |

C=[0 0 0 0 1] and D=[0]
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2790s* —4.316 x10°s® +2.921x10"%s* ~2.263%x10% 5 +7.648 x10®

G(s)= =
(s) § +7682s* +1.049%10° s> +4.094x10" s> +2.746 10" s + 3.483x 10'®
1
H(s)=——
(s) 0.02s+1
2790s* —4.316 x10°s® +2.921x10%s* —2.263x10" s + 7.648 x10%
GH(s) =

0.025° +16.63s° +2.097 x10”s* +9.237x10°s* +5.492x 10 5* +3.442 x 10" 5 + 3.483x 10"

The objective is to design a controller that satisfy the following specifications:

e Steady state error (e, ) to a unit step should be less than 5%.

e Phase margin of the compensated system should be more than 50°.
Procedure:

1. Use the final value theorem to calculate the low frequency gain &

required to achieve e specifications. For a type O system and a unit step

= 1 , where kp =limkGH (s)
l+k, =0

~k,= 219.55k
and

eIS

ey =————<005
®  1+219.55

= k=0.087
2. Make the Bode plot of kGH (s)
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Bode Diagrams

From: U(1)
50 R IR

Phase (deg); Magnilude (dB)

Frequency {rad/sec)

Fig. C.1: Bode diagram of kGH (s) transfer function

3. find the frequency @, at which the uncompensated phase margin is

|kGH(jw;) =-180°+¢_ +8
=—180° +50+5=-125°
Therefore, from Bode plot of kGH (s), shown in Fig. C.1,

w, =50 rad / sec and,

kGH (je,)|=94dB.

4. The gain reduction required to make @_(the new zero crossover

frequency) is equal to 94dB .
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l‘ =—20log,, (&) =—-9dB
(o4 JP.
SLo=10% =282

i.e.

5. place the zero one decade below @,

L1_el_50_,
r 10 10
=1t=0.2

. .0174 .087
.'.Gc(s)=0.087( 1+0.2s )zo s+0.0

1+ (2.82)(0.2)s 0.564s +1
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APPENDIX (D)

Cost of electricity according to waterloo North Hydro:

e The first 250 kWh/month, $0.121/kWh,
e Thenext 12,000 kWh/month, $0.078/kWh,
e The next 1,851,350 kWh/month, $0.057/kWh,
e Above 1,863,600 kWh/month, $0.078/kWh.

APPENDIX (E)

e Conduction Losses:
Pcend. loss = 2 (switches) X Ige X Ve

V¢ = Forward voltage drop of an IGBT.

e Switching Losses:
Pgwitch, loss= 4(switches) x [1/2 X Vorr X Ion X fiw X (ton + torr)]

Vorr = Half-cycle average of the voltage across IGBT during OFF-period
= Half-Cycle average of line voltage

Ion = Current through IGBT during ON-period
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