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Yamhill County Historical Society 

Brian Richardson 
Kemper Internship 

2010 



About Me 

•  Business Management and 
Economics Major 

•  Gig Harbor, Washington 

•  Deep interest in local history 
– Fueled by my personal hobby 
– Bottle Digging 



Why seek an internship? 

•  Satisfy passion for history 
•  Challenge myself 

•  Get involved in the community 

•  Create a lasting project 



Yamhill County Historical Society & 
Museum 

•  Founded in 1957 
•  Located in Lafayette 

•  Museum, Research 
Room, Genealogical 
Society 

•  Open Wed, Fri and Sat 
10-4 



The Project 

•  Research Business/Economic climate of 
McMinnville circa 1895-1910 

•  Formulate into cohesive publication 

•  Use a variety of resources 
– Research Room Archives 
– Microfilm at Linfield: Yamhill County 

Reporter 
– Personal Knowledge from Excavations 



Research Room 



Research Room 



Linfield’s Nicholson Library 



Linfield’s Nicholson Library 



Personal Knowledge 



The Finished Product 

An Extensive Analysis 
of the Business and 
Economic Climate of 
McMinnville, Oregon 
from 1895-1910 

• 58 Pages 
• Covers all industries 
• Media rich 





Channels of Distribution 

•  Multiple copies at YCHS 
•  Linfield Library 

•  Available online for free download: 
       h#p://www.mediafire.com/?nzngidm3wnz 



What I Have Learned 

Practical Skills 
• Research Methods 
• Writing Skills 
• Microfilm Mastery 

Personal Skills 
• Deeper understanding of   
McMinnville 
• Better understand of my 
capabilities 
• Appreciation for Historical 
Society 



Meeting the Goals of the Internship 

  Exploratory opportunity to work 
with an organization in the local 
community 

  Interdisciplinary interaction with 
peers through periodic seminars 

  Training and support in 
documenting and presenting the 
work done in my internship 
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