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CONSERVATION

Ramadevara Betta in Ramanagara is home to the critically endangered longbilled vulture. But tourism
and widlife photography seem to be doing a lot of harm to the region’s birdlife. The Forest
Department’s recent announcement to turn the area into a vulture sanctuary could help.

While on our way to Bandipur one sunny morning, we
decided to visit Ramadevara Betta in Ramanagara to see
the critically endangered longbilled vultures. As we always
do, we climbed up to the top of the hillock facing the cliff
where the vultures were nesting and sat with our binoculars
glued to our eyes watching the birds busily arranging the
bedding material of their nests. 

Our excited discussion about these birds as they soared above our heads was rudely interrupted by
the sounds of a powerful drill. We located the origin of the sound and could not believe our eyes. Two
rock climbers were drilling pitons adjacent to cliff face where the vultures were nesting.

Having worked with birds at close quarters we have witnessed the stress they go through even with
the slightest disturbance. We wondered as to what kind of an effect this loud noise, along with the
vibration, would have on these birds. A horned owl and a pair of nesting Shaheen falcons were also
spotted in a hollow on the cliff face. Owls are extremely sensitive to sound as they are dependent on
hearing to look for their prey. 

From a human being’s perspective, the drilling may not be too loud to affect the ears, but for an owl it
definitely was too loud. 

The following week we visited Ramadevara Betta again and noticed that this time it was the
photographers with their huge cameras standing right under the ledges where the birds nest for
many hours to get the best picture. Wildlife photography is important to conserve wildlife, but when it
reaches a stage where it is used to satisfy one’s ego, does wildlife have a chance? There are already
excellent, welldocumented pictures of longbilled vultures. Is there a necessity for every other
photographer to disturb these birds to get a good shot? Is publicity so very important compared to
the survival of these species?

What’s driving the birds away?

Once widespread across India, the population of vultures has dropped drastically since the 1990s. At
one point, longbilled vultures at Ramadevara Betta were in trouble because there was a plan to build
a commercial resort right under the nesting site. 

Thanks to the efforts of a few birdwatchers and environmentalists, construction was stopped. 

But, if the resort eventually comes up, what that could do to the future of these birds is hard to say.
There are also other threats that may not be apparent. Vultures need lots of food and they prey on
animal carcasses in and around the villages, but with urbanisation creeping in the landscape around
Ramadevara Betta, the vultures might have to go further away to look for food. Would this along with
disturbance at the nest site drive the birds away? But who will save these birds from people who
travel in their cars just to have some fun during the weekend and talk about how much they know
about wildlife? Sections of urbanites have the habit of pointing fingers at villagers or tribals, blaming
them for chopping trees and hunting wildlife. 

Is it even vaguely apparent to these climbers and photographers that their selfcentered activities
could push these magnificent birds into extinction? Interacting with a local boy who has been

watching these birds for more than ten years we were informed that the weekends are extremely
stressful for the birds as photographers and climbers keep disturbing them. Why can’t these
photographers learn from some of the well known photographers who are extremely sensitive
towards wildlife? 

Sitting on the opposite hillock one can definitely get a very good view of these birds and yet cause
them minimal stress. It is high time we become sensitive and start respecting these efficient
scavengers. Maybe then, closer to home we could make small but effective changes in the way we
live and the way we interact with our environment. The recent announcement by the Forest
Department to turn this into a vulture sanctuary is a great relief. We only hope that this includes the
protection of a larger area around Ramadevara Betta. It is also necessary to bring in regulations to
handle the influx of tourists. 

You are here: Home » Supplements » Environment » Of the hunter and the hunted morevideos

most popular stories now

University for the Common Good Enquire today

Like 530k

 Two dozen accused in 1993 blasts case still wanted      TN CM asks Naidu to stop constructing dam at Chittoor      Russian army says may have killed IS chief      Three LeT militants trapped in Kashmir house, operation onApartments
in
Bangalore
Ultra luxury 2/3
BHK apartments
on Sarjapur
Road. Enquire
Now for a free
Site visit.

Brenimperia.in

×

 

Watch: Salman Khan
cycling on Mumbai

streets, calls out to SRK
as he crosses Mannat

Mentally challenged
woman thrashed with
pipe, forced to say

'Allah', 'Jai Shri Ram�

Rebuilding the Great Wall
of China with simple
tools and mules

Petrol price slashed by
Rs 1.12 per litre, diesel
by Rs 1.24, rates to be

Commented Emailed Viewed

×

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

19 dead in suspected
terror attack at Manchester
Arena in UK

Hang those who eat beef
as status symbol: Sadhvi
Saraswati

Gandhi was 'chaturbaniya',
Congress mere SPV for
freedom: Shah

Pregnant women should
control lust, shun eggs:
Govt booklet

Mallya to appear for
extradition hearing in UK
court today

 Home   News   Business   Supplements   Champions Trophy   Sports   Entertainment   Videos   Opinion   Kitchen   Archives   DH Classifieds 

READ MORE >>

NEXT STORY

Gearing up for change

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by ePrints@ATREE

https://core.ac.uk/display/143846388?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://www.deccanherald.com/
http://www.deccanheraldepaper.com/
https://www.facebook.com/deccanherald/
https://twitter.com/TheDeccanHerald
http://www.deccanherald.com/rss.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/
http://www.deccanherald.com/supplements.php
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/134/environment.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos
http://in.c.appier.net/xclk?action=web_9KlWFcSZ20AGeOH&reqid=5943a45a000b04590a8ec711bd005d20&bidobjid=vq0f7TqcDyKieqxCWqRDWQ&cid=n5SoI4HqQK2XhKmGzKvERw&crid=Abstrdz4QIKfkHOtqaxetg&partner_id=03mSf3HNecb-&bx=Cylxwnu_oPdxo4QxK4l1cmG12qoxo0d9o4x1J87quqa1c8Q1K4lBZyu_ujJEU1u-uY79uqa1M8zBUjgWUDiPu1x1Jbf121l_ibgk2H3KJRGVMPT5cP7s2HJ2MgJTu1x1J8zEuqaVeM&ui=CyljUmOjUbisc8M121l0MIirtI39Mi32tStf7rumrDE8rIWt3jfx2SI1K4lNZLTE3HlewmOBcmggHDiE34u_ujEIcIazJfWDMrS0oGOFoDIzJRz4iRG1K4lNZLTE3HlewmOBcmggHDiE3L7awrG121uR3qNN78t12ruz7moVo0IP70GP3rJN3qMsoPoD7YIz3bGsoYoVobMPujR&li=&bidder=theta123.rtb.appier.net&nextrdr=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3Dl%26ai%3DCcPIiWqRDWdmILJGOuwSguoHoC73swaNG5dSb5uYBwI23ARABIABg5crlg7QOggEXY2EtcHViLTczNzEwMTg0NzUyMjc1MjagAduZ3dcDyAEJqQLj4ZfNfaZhPqgDAaoEvQFP0MtHlEOOMgC8Yl2v-Set7poCyQcldnpkhY2bHIRdOxVArBuwT64y8P9UCEK120e9JvSgqtyeJjj6xh1iAtRyuzh2_9nnQFwEGItiJCWzGstiVwHRIWfrIIc-nx2lUYbvjftUU2huQX8Sz1BAzknQHmUy8wa0fyD2U70hqq8y8iMj2fuYyABu_7Q3f3aPP79k4vN6Cls0i6TnxwcCZB5Ci6J3528ZBqkRWe7hNsZB1DoY-tLGS4Q0J-TRMseABqS4uJPuk-2dQaAGIagHpr4b2AcA0ggFCIBhEAHyCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQ3MTA0NDg2MDM2MDQxNTg%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_0LZeOtq1Ok33H4HhXkAajNfLiIdg%26client%3Dca-pub-7371018475227526%26adurl%3D&flanding_rdr=
https://goo.gl/fMJKwh
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/617661/two-dozen-accused-1993-blasts.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/617655/tn-cm-asks-naidu-stop.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/617653/russian-army-says-may-have.html
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8xHqWqRDWZ3AHpbEugSzopngCIvm1MRJ69-IspMF2-Kf2p8JEAEgt9fyHGDlyuWDtA6gAYWZsN4DyAEBqQJ_wzf_UZlQPqgDAcgDywSqBLwBT9C93aaA395TxVr8UyQPCtNf7wbHlVjkzODXJ5PBWAW_g-n-kfp6Cp2wx1zseKhmM5Y1pfuXNjW7hFKvAxH3NC6P0IUJRmchnvp_tKKSVRCG2i8mwbocLCEzFnir9-aWsJ4soSZIXL22axhZ45Lum14EeI0GwRs2vXTp-rFXnsfGCAMpM8rOm0eRIjWqVV4Q9XPqRo-2RgOA38VxVAcF-uGTYxB-TmNuSqaAdb7BZyY1Cfmig-oiId7mdkCAB-PmzyGoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRAB8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi00NzEwNDQ4NjAzNjA0MTU4sQl9mDw9NXR8kdgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo4NsF5oOuVOO1BCG7so2nBg&sig=AOD64_1Mk8dpUpOq960pOX41_hDlGVuzmA&client=ca-pub-7371018475227526&adurl=http://bren.com/sarjapurroad/apartment-sarjapur-road.html%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3DBren-ImperiaD%26utm_medium%3DPaid
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8xHqWqRDWZ3AHpbEugSzopngCIvm1MRJ69-IspMF2-Kf2p8JEAEgt9fyHGDlyuWDtA6gAYWZsN4DyAEBqQJ_wzf_UZlQPqgDAcgDywSqBLwBT9C93aaA395TxVr8UyQPCtNf7wbHlVjkzODXJ5PBWAW_g-n-kfp6Cp2wx1zseKhmM5Y1pfuXNjW7hFKvAxH3NC6P0IUJRmchnvp_tKKSVRCG2i8mwbocLCEzFnir9-aWsJ4soSZIXL22axhZ45Lum14EeI0GwRs2vXTp-rFXnsfGCAMpM8rOm0eRIjWqVV4Q9XPqRo-2RgOA38VxVAcF-uGTYxB-TmNuSqaAdb7BZyY1Cfmig-oiId7mdkCAB-PmzyGoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRAB8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi00NzEwNDQ4NjAzNjA0MTU4sQl9mDw9NXR8kdgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo4NsF5oOuVOO1BCG7so2nBg&sig=AOD64_1Mk8dpUpOq960pOX41_hDlGVuzmA&client=ca-pub-7371018475227526&adurl=http://bren.com/sarjapurroad/apartment-sarjapur-road.html%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3DBren-ImperiaD%26utm_medium%3DPaid
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8xHqWqRDWZ3AHpbEugSzopngCIvm1MRJ69-IspMF2-Kf2p8JEAEgt9fyHGDlyuWDtA6gAYWZsN4DyAEBqQJ_wzf_UZlQPqgDAcgDywSqBLwBT9C93aaA395TxVr8UyQPCtNf7wbHlVjkzODXJ5PBWAW_g-n-kfp6Cp2wx1zseKhmM5Y1pfuXNjW7hFKvAxH3NC6P0IUJRmchnvp_tKKSVRCG2i8mwbocLCEzFnir9-aWsJ4soSZIXL22axhZ45Lum14EeI0GwRs2vXTp-rFXnsfGCAMpM8rOm0eRIjWqVV4Q9XPqRo-2RgOA38VxVAcF-uGTYxB-TmNuSqaAdb7BZyY1Cfmig-oiId7mdkCAB-PmzyGoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRAB8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi00NzEwNDQ4NjAzNjA0MTU4sQl9mDw9NXR8kdgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo4NsF5oOuVOO1BCG7so2nBg&sig=AOD64_1Mk8dpUpOq960pOX41_hDlGVuzmA&client=ca-pub-7371018475227526&adurl=http://bren.com/sarjapurroad/apartment-sarjapur-road.html%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3DBren-ImperiaD%26utm_medium%3DPaid
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8xHqWqRDWZ3AHpbEugSzopngCIvm1MRJ69-IspMF2-Kf2p8JEAEgt9fyHGDlyuWDtA6gAYWZsN4DyAEBqQJ_wzf_UZlQPqgDAcgDywSqBLwBT9C93aaA395TxVr8UyQPCtNf7wbHlVjkzODXJ5PBWAW_g-n-kfp6Cp2wx1zseKhmM5Y1pfuXNjW7hFKvAxH3NC6P0IUJRmchnvp_tKKSVRCG2i8mwbocLCEzFnir9-aWsJ4soSZIXL22axhZ45Lum14EeI0GwRs2vXTp-rFXnsfGCAMpM8rOm0eRIjWqVV4Q9XPqRo-2RgOA38VxVAcF-uGTYxB-TmNuSqaAdb7BZyY1Cfmig-oiId7mdkCAB-PmzyGoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRAB8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi00NzEwNDQ4NjAzNjA0MTU4sQl9mDw9NXR8kdgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo4NsF5oOuVOO1BCG7so2nBg&sig=AOD64_1Mk8dpUpOq960pOX41_hDlGVuzmA&client=ca-pub-7371018475227526&adurl=http://bren.com/sarjapurroad/apartment-sarjapur-road.html%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_campaign%3DBren-ImperiaD%26utm_medium%3DPaid
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7p4ZWqRDWdb1IcmUuASFu53ICNKBothJr4i2jdQF_pnYjxMQASDbgvgFYOXK5YO0DsgBAqkCf8M3_1GZUD6oAwHIA8kEqgS2AU_QUxaxhifZQIiVFHjNMQ6v8x8uhemlaPMzpG_DHTk7RCkdsAiNGQOQq8FNENepPQKbovo7bLEbL2G9pDcgppKa2LSFt3GxJpQklFHJzSxRFPpYy9nGjRt-xawOW_UhPxu5TWkUCb2r0fMgw7xDYGX_4lPICM_8ak_K_yTnTL5BNlE0brahaPdYiqTRIMVTHYdDQxFVgcZoLFmuVVLGaT3ucRk0X-tseHVgcPCCfVAQFcVn9jWkoAYCgAf0iqBmqAemvhvYBwHSCAUIgGEQAbEJtx53HiXK2VPYEwI&num=1&sig=AOD64_1RnN-ZAs7-5OxAc-dcE8LaW9GVjw&client=ca-pub-6098511427863223&adurl=https://www.primevideo.com/%3Fref%3Ddvm_pdd_Desk_in_as_g_7001560039011343%7Cc_192644927452_m_WrLSqlro-dc_s_
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Ct6J_XqRDWf-NC5D-ugSKgYL4B5rWh-pJkqTfkNoEwI23ARABIPvviCdg5crlg7QOoAG30NSVA8gBAqgDAcgDyQSqBLQBT9BFsTOmGKXdj6JOVlzvVUdoHqiOzJ--y9h6joP3cCtKkTKeyIyLwdY-nDCQ3mpvsKvVlQs_v86Imz7HQagGzG7txAuUcyGE5ZtVZoFh9mZbpTuMPignabjdiJ20tWrBlgLDKKNV0qynHnor0I0vNnChB3UnKEYlHeBfkIkA1nepLxSJ5Hg9ApwxnkwWknUaR5Ep75YgnLoprrOGrRLxhuwvkn1rzyrIhKXxSa861k1T4BQyoAYCgAexr6tqqAemvhvYBwHSCAUIgGEQAfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tOTM5MTY1MjM2MzIwOTQzNLEJzXQTGmOs9RDYEwI&num=1&cid=CAASEuRolkozbqLh9S2nnyt--0QepQ&sig=AOD64_18ArieWdL_U-FnY1qq3twlzL1lhw&client=ca-pub-4631387039185633&adurl=http://myquickconverter.com/FileConverter%3Fadprovider%3DAppFocus1%26source%3Dd%26offer_id%3D1071%26aff_id%3D1%26aff_sub%3Dspeed%26aff_sub2%3Dd%26aff_sub3%3D199437519039
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos/watch/17114/mentally-challenged-woman-thrashed-pipe.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos/watch/17114/mentally-challenged-woman-thrashed-pipe.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos/watch/17110/rebuilding-wall-china-simple-tools.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos/watch/17110/rebuilding-wall-china-simple-tools.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154620/of-hunter-hunted.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154620/of-hunter-hunted.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154620/of-hunter-hunted.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154620/of-hunter-hunted.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154620/of-hunter-hunted.html
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CZaOxXqRDWfL7B8v-ugSHrq6QCruz3uNJmqHA77EFzLLYjxMQASD774gnYOXK5YO0DqABnfTemQPIAQKpAn_DN_9RmVA-qAMByAPJBKoEvwFP0B75y0Gl1bhVeY-7cYFC2TYIDDBryOtl_t-KjeekncwR_VwpI4-DbXwuPZWFIIhtCNmg3i4jVOVOdaGWvDwtd1AgdArDEA24bWEn6wTxN5x_98CvqjsJOgWfpKNjB1sNZRtXyy0tSo76-5V2LhY6Ai0b42R_uXwX-OBO3lp-T17AjGAeJlfiC_j6wCin3xgKjfNYd0wYfkCNcP-SxUsT8YSPJFeBhNE7S79gkeFpc5v0It-DmJla4pflaDCMUqAGAoAHy4uhZqgHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAHyCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTkzOTE2NTIzNjMyMDk0MzSxCXlC9zW5MO9D2BMC&num=1&cid=CAASEuRotj3A_DH8-V0gHVXIwjmdcw&sig=AOD64_3-D3Ykux3JUuB0dvOF6sWx29a-Zw&client=ca-pub-4631387039185633&adurl=https://www.primevideo.com/%3Fref%3Ddvm_pdd_Desk_in_as_g_700156003904544%7Cc_200022352212_m_eD7zlFA4-dc_s_
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/613132/19-dead-suspected-terror-attack.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/617468/hang-eat-beef-status-symbol.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/616572/gandhi-chaturbaniya-congress-mere-spv.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/617163/pregnant-women-should-control-lust.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/617111/mallya-appear-extradition-hearing-uk.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/168/business.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/championstrophy/
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/76/sports.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/161/entertainment.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos/
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/118/opinion.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/videos/categories/37/kitchen.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/archives.php
http://dhclassifieds.com/
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154623/gearing-up-change.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154623/gearing-up-change.html


6/16/2017 Of the hunter and the hunted

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/154620/ofhunterhunted.html 2/3

 Email this page   Print this page  Go to Top
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