6/8/2017

(http://epaper.indianexpress.com/)

OUTBREAK

Death

of foot-and-mouth disease

(17 ANIREAN DATTA-ROY
L KARTHIK TEEGAL APALLI

HE TWO-manth-okl mithuncall layby
theside af the rasel Rslifeless glassy
eyes staredinanethingness, butits
feet witched acasianally in spasms

Defare death finally camse. The young mather

standuns uely besidetheeall, hedingit at

interials. Seenes]ike thisplyedaut virually
everydayin the last few manths, reminding us
af theepidemic that had besieged thisremote

carneral ArunschulPradesh. The kille was 2

virus (Aphthae epizaticne i
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the Hills =

Mithun calves, Arunachal Pradesh's hill
symbals, arethreatened by an epidemic

Picarn aviril ae fanily, e using the dreaded
Fool-and-meuthdisease

Bemxlavillugein the Upper Siangdistrict
af Arumaelul Pradesh is peapledhy the Adi
tribe, the secand mast nunerous ribein the
state. Further towardsthenarth lies Tuting, the
Lust swn befare thebarder wi th Tibet. The

Toth mfa miliar with this
region, it would seem to be
Jjust aminor problem. Surely,
livestock die all the time
across the country. What
was sodifferent about

mightySiang River flows belowthevillage,
whilethe sneweapped mountainsta henarth
prenide  glinpseal he spedacular beautyal
the Siang valley 15 apictusesepue agrarian
saciety, exeept alli net vell
Footanchmauth disease] FVID) had made
its wayintothe mountains fromthe plains af

th

dexl in the farest arbesile the nad another
fews were seen salivating profusely franithe
menuth 5 the infeti i

Page

Indian Express EYE, Sun, 9 Jun 13

20-21 of 28«

tragedywithal an undersnding al what
mithunsmean tapeaplein theseparts The
‘mithun is an integral part af the eulturalane
sac-eenanic lik ol 2 majarityal hetrbes
of Arunachal Praclesh. Amang the Adis, the
mumsberaf mithunsowned by aman deter-
asines his wealth ancl st ge. Traclitionally, it
Thas bemn used forbarter paying fines aswell as
Trice price. Even taclay, mithuns arewied a5 2
Sormaf currency in vill ges deras hestate.
The Adkis are prrimarily animsistsand major fes-
tivalssuch a5 Salung, Mapun and Aran are
inconceivablewithout the animal's sacrifice.
‘When a meemiber ofthe Adi o mmunity dies,
The s buried with the skulls of the mithun tha
Thehad affered in sacrifice during hisl iletime.
A acl bt i thun wesighs about 500 kg and
s mveal fornes emeal the nsast inypartant
saurcessal protein fr remote tribalvillageslike
Bameda, which donot have aoessto Knvnmar
ets Incredibly this animal demands minimal
caze frem their ewmers Mithuns are free-rang-
inganelresie in e farests srounclth e vill ge.
Theanly sttention they demand e accasianal
treats of salt that are provided by their owners.

Ta apersan unfamiliar vith thisregion
andlthe lfestyleal the peapie, it weukl seemita

Pasighat. Thewearst alleced
elamyesstic e myithun | Bes fron abis) that were
dlying et even a5 their ovmers vatkche dhelp-

e sly. Each el ay, 25 ene qrsare aninsalw.as foune

20

be just.aminor prableny Surely, vestockdie
all the tinve acress the eoun try. S what was so
dilferent about these death 7

Inis impo ssibletogauge the scale of the

Theprice af an xlult mithun in e Upper
Siang ranges fromRe25,000-30.000

FMID i a highly infeetious viral disease
hat affects both clanmestic|cattle, pigs, sheep
and gaats) ancl wald{ buffako, gaug dee wikl
igs.an el muamynare] even-toed ungulates
Sinee itsfirst descriptian in 1595 nd thedis-
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areaislocated very daseta the A
MNatianalParkand the Dihang il
phere Resenve. The communityl,
the villages toa harbous an inere
tyalwikihle. As mithuns are free
they ean very wellspread the dis
the Lindscape.

The warningsigns have bee:
almast ayearin thefarmalan o
amsang other districts in A runael
Dceurence of FMD was reparted
September framuungKumey
western Anunachal Pradesh, fall
wihich itwas reparted fram: thee
westSingdistrias innuary 1l
the lasttwo months, thedisease
10 the mithuns inUpper Siang di
caused thedeaths afabout 25 m
Banxda villige alane. Several me
haveaccured inather villagesa
Pasighat-Tuting Border Roael Th
Terwew er, are anly o { thase anin
Tavebeen found 1 i passitert
aldeath tall is mouch higher as s
s could have alnead y died wi
est and remuined undiscavered

This is net the first timethat!
ot this partal thecount yo
Anepiclemsie of FMD had akio ece
in'57 villuges in the statehetwes
1995, i nfecting 623 Tnyithuns an
aver B0aninals Even thestrain
causing the earlier epidensic in
Praclesh was dentified astheAsi
Seratype.

To their exedit, the veterinary
it supplying free vaceines and me
the villagers Unfartunately, thee
will agers 1o come 1o the nearest i
lectthe vaccines ar the medicine
areas, this i amajor limiting facy
invehves a lang unenvishle walki
b enceallocal ranspert armet
FMD can e prevented threngh v,
unaffectedanimalsand enforeen
ariine i slap earrier s ram nying
anther animle. Last year, the “Mitl
Camyp e ganised by the Krishi Vi
insamepants of Papum Paredisy
mueelici nes werelistributed and
cinated, raited awarensssto ala
Similar programmes need tabei
o s o future outhreaks.

Ttis abrit Lateta be able tacla
the peapleaf the Bamdaviluge.
atherafiscted vilages. There huy
earlier to compe nsate mithun-ay

at the annual

coveryal the virusin 1897 by Loefler and

Flaseh, it i 180 be ane af
threatsto mimals. The disese getsits name
Fre e el vanced pat el ogi

wihichm anifest aslesiansin e foat and
et and excessive droaling of safiva. 1t
spreads trougheantact. About 5,000 out
breaks af the disexse have been recordedd fram
Inchia that have affected about three Lakh ani-
msaks resulting inan econamic kssol dout
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a mithun afflicted by the

P 4300 crore annually. While these ligures
arestantling, itis derived mstly fram Evestod:
deaths in mainland Inch 2, while nsuch of the

mithun and Fvestockdeahsin he hilk i

hesir | natably fro

within the state. While this weul

e af greathelpta peapleinthes

Lages, elfiminatin g FMID andl erad:

epidemicsfram the hill s Nguld |
l i

unreparted. Sadly, eventhe nast accurate fig-
wres k] nait reflect the euuraland soci-
ilies such &

Auirban Datin- boy @ Pl st

exonuniic ksses that hill

the Adis are facing.
There s abiatheveryreal sk of the dis-

ease spreading to othe rwild animals This

e
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