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CHAPTFR I
INTRODUCTION

The deperture of Spenser for Ireland in 1580 as secretary te
Lord Grey of Wilten, newly appointed Lord Deputy of Irelend, merks a
signifiemnt point in the poet's career, Save for cocasional trips to
England, the remaining years of his 1ife Spenser spent in this “sal-
vags 1land”, among = hostile and turbulent people, far from the hrile
1tance of English court life and "Flisa’s blessed fields".

The eppointment to service in Ireland seems to have been a
disappointment to the poet who had shortly bsfere thought himself as-
mﬁdwa&@whwmmmﬁfk&mﬂr:
In Ootober of the preceding year he had expested to be sent on a foreign
mission in "his Honour's servics” tut the trip seems never o have
taken place, Written later from Ireland, ¥Virgil's Gnat shows the hurt
end disappointed post demoening his banishment which he attributes to
a wellempant but resented warning te Lelcester, prebadly Nother Hub~
mwl He writes,

*I onrrisd sn into waste wildernssse,

Waste wildernssse, among Oymsrien shades,

There endles paines and hideous heavinesse

Is round about ms heapt in darksome glades.”
(v. 6. 38p.72)

1
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The rospect of servies in Treleni may well have been disteste-
ful to the poet, for the country was in fisros rebsllion against her
English lerds, snd the career of any Pnglish offiocial there would neces-
serily be a stetmy ocne, To the Englichman, the Irish were papistis, rebels
and berbarisns to be subdusd sz quickly end oaspletely as possible, The
country was & wild land full of begs and foreste, the mere terrible now
because wasted by war and femine, Nemss 1ike Raleigh, Rich, Googe, Fen~
ten, Bryskett, Leng, Dillen and Rorreys--men whom Spenser seems to hewe
knewn in Ireland—indicats that the salvage land was not witheut s oircle
of cultwred snd songenial Englistwen, but Spenser finde Ireland very far
rexoved from Parnassus. Falkiner deolares, "In the estimation of the
courtiers of Elisabeth, and indeed in that of every subjeet of the Queen
of gentle Mrth, Ireland was ne letter than an wireslaimed backwoods whelly
given over to ssvagery snd inofvility, 1ittle fit for the habitation of
posple of sharsoter and refinemmt, twt to which in the last resert a
spendthrift or a soapegrace might perhaps venturs to repeir te restore
hi-shmmhﬁamttn:dihgmnmwhnﬂa,wh
win reputation in its incessent wars.” It is mmsll wonder that Spenser
felt himself a “wight forlore” banished in "thet waste".

It is & significent fact that it wes during the post's Irish
residencs that the greater part of the Fasrie Queens wes produced. It
sesms oortain that Spenser wes conscious that his surroundings hed left
their stemp on his work. In the dsdloatory semmet sddressed to the Farl
of Ormond he writes:

“Recsive most noble Lerd a simple taste

1
A, Co Palﬁm "Spenser in Ireland”
Edinburgh Review-da. 1508--p 164-188
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Of the wilde fruit, which salvege land hath bred

Which being through long wars left almest waste

¥ith trutish barberisme is overspredd:

ind in o faire a land as may be redd,

Not one Farnassus, nor one Helicone

Left for sweet Muses to be harboured

But where thyselfe hath thy brave msnsione:”
Mere explicitly in the sonnet %o Lerd Orey he fmplies that the influence
of the 3and hed been harmful when he refers te his poem ss,

“Rude rhymes the which e rustic Nuse 414 wesve

In salvege soyle, far from Fernssse mewnt,

And roughly wrought in su wnlearned loeem.”

Suoch references are &iff%ult %o interpret scourstely since
they may b, as Greenlsr suggests, merely e refleetion of "the oon-
ventional protestations of the posts for the msannsss of their verses”.
Moreover, though the witersnoe mey heve bsen sinders hers, Spenser's
attitude sesms to have changed somewhet in the later years of his life
in Ireland. Bock ¥ of the Faeris Qumens snd the View of Irelsnd show
an active snd genuine interest in the welfare of Irelsand, and, with
other passages frem his later works, bear witness to ths fact that the
post had found much to admire and womder at in the besuty of the land
which had becams his hams, and in the remence and legend of its history.
However Spenser himself considered it, a study of the Fperis Queene
would indicate that the Irish residence wss benefiocial rather then
hareful to his genius, Dewden has said, "To have « pert in the ragged
oommeasrenlth of Ireland appeared to Spenser to be little less than

1
E. Gresnlsr, "Spenser and British Juperialisn”
Nodern Philolegy-IX~1612.p 347 ff
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banisheent. Irelsnd was tc him a savage soll] yet for one of his
tenper, solitude must have been betier than the olese shouldering of
the press; Mulls, rippling below her alders, must have bsen more mmsioal
than the salutings of sycophants; the Irish sir, the lighte and shedows,
the bright veil of rein, the tender luminousness of morning and ewvening,
_ﬂnmm&hhln,mth&wméanptmmﬁingm!mr‘
more open end frosh than the ante chamber where importunate suitors are
Mdtonl‘ks"l

Dr, 8igerson, an Irighmen, puts it more strongly when he says,
"Spenser came to us—and, omught by the glamour of the Ossl, gave us
the Fyerie Queens, wherein he immortalises scme of cur sosnery and pays
tribute to the anclent renown of our nation.sessees It is noteworthy
that the grest poem which marked the revival of Fnglish letters efter
Chanoer was written in Ireland, Orenting that Bpenser found models 4in
Ariosto and Tasso, yot if he had remained in London, he might nover have
risen sbhove the standerd of the Palaco«poetsececessss Probably nothing
saved Spenser but his immersion in Irish mature, which his verse so
falthfully reflects. Not enly are the material besuties of our sowntry,
mﬁa%m, woods end rivers, mirrered there, but its spirituel world
alse.” That Spenser's genius would have become under the shadow of the
sourt oan be only & subjest for oonjecture. What he 4id decome in the
environment in which he was placed we may discover, at least in pert,
from a study of the work he produced during the Irish period. It is the

1
E. Dewden,

2
G. Sigerson-in-Irish literature«IVe4x
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purpose of ﬁ:iu study to show that the stamp of Epenser's Irish sur-
rowndings is evident in the Feoris Queens, to peint out specifically
the influence of Ireland on the poet's ocenception of his subject and
his method of treating 1t; and to reech the cenclusion that the Irish
residence, so far from being detrimental to Spenser, was rather of
definite walue in intensifying and vitaliszing the quality of his genius.
The poet's imegination wae csught by the beauty, the terrer and the
romance of the placs where he found much in his swrowmdings that was
skin in spirit and appeerance to the Pairywland of his epie, and the
wars of his Pairy imightss As he beceme more and more familiar with
the country and ite history, he alinded to it more fregusntly and more
explioitly in the Faerie Queens, Bometimes the Irish note is so con~
pletely fused with other slements in Spenser’s own inimiteble mammer,
as %o be almost indistinguishabdle, but, as we shell attempt to show,
many pacsages are uwamisteakebly Irish in inspiration.

The echoes of the Irish years seem to fall inte four groups.
Spenser's yoars in government service naturally influsnced his politieal
idsas and theories of governmant, If he had the same ideas before
reaching Ireland, his later experiences developed and intensified them.
In the Fasrie Queens we have not only an ellegoricel scoount of a part

of his official service in Ireland, but a theery of government set
forth.

The second group &s closely rolated. It eoncerns the reflse~
tions of Spenser's experiences in Ireland but more especially as they
tend to color the pictures of his Inights and their foes than in re-
lation %o m political theory.

The third group deals with Spenser's use of Irish topography
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in the Faerie Queene, the use of sstusl place names, snd the tendency
of the poet more and more to uwse the Irish countryside as the backgroud
of his Pairy=land, | | |

The last group constitutes the reflections of Irish literature,
legend and felk lore in the Faerie Queers. imto‘mdnbu
dovoted to each of these divisions.



CHAPTER II

THE INPLUBNCE OF JRELAND ON THE POLITICAL
VIERB IN THE FARRIE QUEENE




CHAPTER XX
.
THE INFLUENCE OF IRFLAYD ON TAR POLITICAL VIEWS IN THE

Book V of the Poeris Queens eemtains ths mest apparent

allegory dealing with Spenser's personal experiences in Irelénd, The
date of Composition of Beok ¥ is uncertain, but it is thought thst it
7as begun perhaps sbout 1583 or 1884, inspired by the death of Lord
Orey in Ocotober, 15383 In the person of Artegall, fhom‘hmm.
Orey as the knight of Justice and prooeeds into en elshorate defense
of the Deputy and his govermment, justifying before the world Grey's
mbending pelicy which hed met such Mtter oriticism in Fngland, In
conneotion with this defense, Spenser mekes plain his theory of the
enly proper government for Ireland.

The fact that Bpenser represents Urey as Artegall, the Imight
of Justioce, trained by Astraea herself shile she lived among men, ie in
itsel? a vindioation of the Deputys The sword W, representing
the polioy of subjection by the sword, is a righteous wespen, Spenser
impliss, since Astrase mfit to hin, and Jove himself had used it

"in that great fight
Agrinst the Titans, that whylems rebelled
Gainst highest heaven;"
Astrasa left also her om groom Talus, the irem men,
.

5.3 Falldner, "Spenser in Irelama"
mmmim-m
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‘mmmsm.nyrmmhmw(z,
With which he thresht out falsehood, snd 414
Trouthe wfeuld,” . (¥, 1, 12)
He seoms to symbolise that executive power which is necessary for the
mm;rmm;rmuu,mammamm
this power was military foros. -
nﬁm:;ﬂnmm,wlmmtmhhduiu
to free the lady Irens from the glant Grantorto. Irema is & transparent
ﬁmmmm,em.xynmuﬁ-ﬂdzmam‘hm'; The
omvmmwm’knkhm,mofﬂn&mmm
of pesce, implies that Irens is pesceful Ireland whom Artegall is te
restere to her rightful heritage.

Artogall msets with many sdventures before the final oomdat
with the glant. The first which has to do with Ireland is the encomnter
with Banglier, UOreenle® has suggested that the squire mewrning beside
mmwm«uu?dymz,muuqu«mmwz
bym and lorlessness. gn the same cormeotion Sanglier has been
tdentified with Bhane 0'Neill whose rebellien set Ireland in u state
«wxmwma&amm::mhnmwmu;n The
slaughter had ococourred before Artegali's arrivel, but the sffects hed
still te Do dealt with, just as the effects of the 0°Neill wprising end
sinilar rebellions were still evident when Grey arrived in 1580, The

ploture sete the stage for Orey's exploits and hints at his problems.

1
B, Grosnlav, “Spenser and British Imperislisx” Mo Po=IX-p 347

z . .
E, Co Brewer, The Reader's Handbook--Sanglisr
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Artegal), proceeding "te perils great for fuatice sake” meets
Pollente. m.smﬁnmmwurnm;ummmuat
extortien and britery in government which Grey hed to destrey before
Ireland oculd be freed end mede the pesceful part of Britein that Spenser
M‘z nmsmmtm-minmwmzﬁnmmmw
Orantorto in cente xii,

In canto ix, Artegall meets with another foe in the form of
Malengin, thdle or Deceit, This enemy seems te represent the wandering
buﬁccf!ﬁshrsbalsmﬁrcyhadmtrautcﬂairw;&mﬂaﬁm
before Irelend could be restored to allegience to England. In the View
Irenseus seys that in reforming ¥reland, "The first thing must be te
send over into thet realime such a stronge power of men, as that shall
perforoe tring in all thet rebellious route of loose people, which either
M@Mmﬁhmm,wkﬁxw&ﬂn‘wduw
the woodes, spoyling the good subjecte”

The encounter with Redigund ﬁ,iv-ﬂ&#m.&miﬂmtin
relation to Bpenser's theory. Redigund may be considered a representation
of Ireland. Sinee she is that proud Amswon that

®aid late defy

All the breve Enighte that hold of Maldenhead”,
she s not the peaceful Irema to be protected, btut rether the Ireland
i
E. mx—,‘ ops olte, pp34T7-370
.
He 84 Vo Jomes, A Spenser Handbook-pR63
s‘
Spuosr, 2o Tl ol o

“ >
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1
that is in armw against England, FHeres was e foe that stood in the

way of the restorstion of Irens, end Artegall's combst against her
begins wemfully enoughe Radigund is comuered and lies at his meroy.
Ee unlsoez her helmet, and is suddenly arrested by her tesuty.
®54 sight thereof his oruel minded heart
Emplerced was with pittiful regard
Thet his sharpe sword he threw from him epert
Oursing his hend that had thet vissge mard.” (V, v, 13)

The result ir immediate. Radigund rises, redoubles her sttecks an the
now wnarmed knight, and soon has him in her power, Arraysd in women's
weeds he is set Yo spimming~ea sorry figwre indeed whom Britomart cemes
finally to rescues ‘

The bearing on the Irish question is importent. Artegall's
ruin is wrought by pity which Spenser here concsives of as a fatel
flev in the kndght's cherecter, out of keeping with justice, At the
other extrems is over-severity. Perfoct justloce steers s straizht course
between, and is therefore the golden mesn. In desaling with a rebellious
people, where Justice must be dome end the fate of the dominien is at
‘stals, a pelicy which admits of pity is both weak and womanish and cen
lead only to dismster. This 1s Spenser's meening. In the Yiev of Ire-
1snd, Bpenser admits thet Grey "wes sos farre from delighting in blewd,
that oftentimes he suffered not just vengeance to fall where it was
doserved: and even saome of those which were afterwardes his sccusers

had tasted to much of his mercye, and were from the gallewes brought to
2
be his accusers.” Spenser may have Sntended this incident as s back-

1

P. Henley, Spenser in Irelani-p 141-142
2

View, p 805
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gromd and & prelude to the Grantorto opisode,. a justification of
oxtrene mbasures employed thens W}wwWﬁemﬂm
dangers of allowing pity %o effect war policies, Orey was forced to .
recognise the neocessity of e end wmbending meaewes vhich kept
Justioce and the necessity e!“'impariﬂl dordination always in sight.
Perhaps the reforemce is more to English pelioy as directed frem the
Bnglish court than to the Deputy himself., Elizabeth, veering svdden
ly from s program of utter conquest to one of eoncilistion seriously
hindered the Deputy in his work, oPten golng so far es to send pardons
to offenders whom Grey hed W-hhﬁﬁz}

The epinode of the trial of Duesse (V, ixex) adds another
pointe mlhisWﬂﬁ\ﬁwfw%mmddmﬁ
her fate. Whereupen Spenser discourses wpon the quellity of mercy.

"For 1 ihat vertus be of ve great might,

Which from just verdiot will for nothing stari,

But to preserve inviclated right, |

Oft spilles the principall, ‘o save the part;

S0 much more then is that of power and art,

That seekes to seave the subjlect of her skill,

Yot nover doth from doome of right depert:

As 1t 1s better praysc to save then epill,

Mnd better to reforme, then te cut off the 111."
Hereille pitiod Dussss end longed %o save her, but, realizing that she
was worthy of death, and "when strong conetraint did her thereto enforee”
she allowed the wentence to be exeouted, for, not even for plty could

she "from doome of right depart”. lNercy, then, ies a necessary atiribute

Cfe=The Iife and G spondenc , Bryskott~~Plomer & Cross
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#Mu,o}niﬁmldwbbom,m“fwn}ﬁ}mhb‘?am
sxtermination, tmt there are times, says Spenser, when reformation is
fxpossible. Witness Radigund. ﬂpmmmwo!htbbh-
gin with, When spered she shows no gratituds but turns on the knight
trescherously and enthralls him. The Frish situation had gone so far
that subjection was the only methed practical, end pity had no pert in
that. |

Thess episedes form the background for en understanding of
eanto xii, the conguest of Granterte, which is, indeed, the chief
argument of ths book.

An "aged wight", 8ir Sergis has $0ld Artegall that Ivena
will be killed by the glant in ten days if a champion doss not sr-
rive (V, ix, 37)c Sergis seems %o be Bir Henry Sidney who was thrice
doputy of Ireland before Grey's appointment and whe is knewn to heve
advised with the new official when he took uwp his duties.

Artegall snd the iron pege arrive et OGrentorte's abode on
the day set for the execution. In zingle combat the imight of Justice
is victorfous and campletely decepitates the giant., Irens is restored
to her throne. All traitors are slain and Talus is helping Artegell
sot the kingdom in order when the Inight is recalled to Faerie Court.
On the wey, Envy, Detraction and the Blatant Beast meet Wim and shame-
fully abuse him,

Here, in thinly weiled allegory, is the story of Orey's ex-
pedition to Smerwick. The parallel is umistakeble. In 1580 the whole
of Ireland was in & turmofl. In the south, the Earl of Desmond and
his brether Jolm were joined by Yiscommt Baltinglas end Fiagh MscHugh
0'Byrne who had recently defested Grey st Glemmalure. Dr. Mioholas
Saunders, the papal legate, was encouraging them with news of aid from
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the continent. Doth the Pope on@t Philip II of Spein were wetching
Ireland's struggle for freedor and were amxious to help her in order
to gain a pearbty foothold from which to attack England, Orantarte
hat boen onlled hoth the Pope and FPhillp, bubl as Jones declares,
*Dr. Gough®s identifcation of Orantorto with the Pops should be
preferred to the traditional identification with Prilip IX; beceuse
1t was the Fope rather than Philip that took an eotive part in Irish
affeirs, It was he who in 1577 gave Jumes Fitzmeurice a commission
to conquer the country, who in 1579 bestowed a econsscrated bammer upen
the small expedition headed by Fitzmmurice end his om legate Dr,
Seamnders} and it wes he who in 1580 despatched the 800 Italians and
Spentards® to Smmiak.l

On November 8, Orey marched agninst the Fort del Ore which
was situated on a narror strip of lend in Smerwick Bay, Hedged in
between the English fleet on the ono eide and the English troops on
the other, ths robels were brought to surrender within two dayse
Spenserdeclares that he was "as neere them as eny” when the leader of
the invaders ceme to sue for terms. “Thereupen the sayd Colovel did
absolutely yeeld himselfe and the forte, with all therin, and craved
enly mercye, which 1t being not thought good to shewe them, both for
daunger of themselves, if, bdeing neved, they should aflerwardes joyne
with the Irish, whe were much enboldened by these forrayne sucoours,
and also putt in hepe of more ere long; therarag noe other way but
to make that shorte end of them whioh wes made.” The end, Camden

1
He 84 Vo Jonws,A Spenser Handbookwp 269

2
View, p 808
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relates, was "againet the will of the Deputy who wept thereat, that the
leeders should be ssved end all the rest put to the sword for an exempls,
and that the Irish should be hanged, which was presently ﬁm.’l 8ix
hunéired were slain that day, but in the amnals of Ireland oven such &
defent was not the end of the trouble ss the sllegory implies.

It was tl';ia slaughter which ceused Envy and Detraction and
slander to attack Grey, especially on his return to England., The hag'u
sbuse is like that which Grey met from sll sides?

"That he hed with umenly gudle

And foule abusion both his henour blent,

And thet bright eword, his sword of Justice lent,

Hed stayned with reproachfull orveltis,

In guiltlesse blood of many sn innocentt

As for Grantorto, him with treacheris

Md traynes having zurpris’d, he fouly did to die.”
(v, xi1, 40)

Orey’'c mction et Bmerwick ceriainly does not meet with
modern and more humeniterian idees of justiocs, nor dees the sccount
of his two yours' eszpeign which recerds “1,485 chief men and gentlee
men slain, not wcemtingzthm of mesmer sort, nor yet mmiom by
lsw which were madrous.” It would seem small wonder that he gained
"the nems of ® bloudy wan". In sddition, he was charged with having
broben Mthwitﬁﬂuﬁmic& captives, gaining s surrender with the

1
Willian Camden, Britamise vol. IV

2 ,
B, deBolinoowrt, Intredustion to Oxford Bditiom of Spenser-xxiv
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pronise of life, end then ¥i1ling neerly aI; in the forte

Bpenser refutes both these charges both clsverly and cone
winoingly in the Yiew. Ooncerning Bmerwick he 8ocleres that Orey
"se farr frem either pramising, or %ttting them in hope®, " flatly d;-
aied” then eny hape from the first. Orey’s stetement to the Queen
donverning the affair asserts thet he geve them no promise mnd that
they yielded "for 11fw or death”. Moreover, the reasons for the necese
sity of the slauwghter which Spenser sets dom, are, if viewed in the
Hght of the tacties of the doy, sound and orthodex enoughe Though
snoouraged by the Fope and cowntenanced by FPhilip, they were, as Bpen~
ser states, not levful enemfeswstut only adventurers. "The Spanish
were legally pirates, who had without valid cormissions etirred wp the
native Irish te retellion, Wnglish adventurers In the same legel po-
sition on the Spenish main, although free from the sdded imputation of
insiting to retellion, hed been rercilessly slain. The omly gmxlt found
by the Qusen was that the superior offlcers hsd been spared.”

Spenser's argument, however, goes decper then the justiffcation
of a simple expedition. A theory of government is underlying the whole
defense, for Orey's ndministration is representative of all the rest

during these troubled years. The problem was the ssme. In the View

e also '
for excerpt from the Queen's
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Puloxus says! “"See I remsmber in the late govermment of the goed lerd
Oraye, vhen after long travell and many perilous assayes, he hed Wreught
thinges allmost to this pass that ye speake of, and that when it was
even meds readye for reformation, and might have been brought te whet her
Majesty would, 1iks complaynts was made agaynst him, that he was & blewdye
man, snd regarded not the like of her subjestes noe more then degges, but
Musbﬂmﬂmudm,mnma}n!?ﬁmmgumnthn,m
uummw~m;muq«mam§ummuumm,
and all suldaynly twned tepsyturvy. The noble Lord eftwsoones was blamed;
the wretohed people pitiyed; and new counsells plotted, in which it was
concluded that & generel pwsion should be sent over to all that would ac-
eopt it, uppon whioch all former purpeses were blsunked, the Gowerneur
at 2 bays, and not omely all thet greate and long charge, which she had
before bene at, quite lost and cancelled, dut also that hops of goed
which was even at the doore putt back and sleane rmmua."‘ The plea
for oonsistent policy~this is the besis of the defense of Grey—wthe
seorst of Spenser's peliticel ideas. To fall to teke this inte sceomt
is to miss the fundamental argument in the poet's policy. This is why
htnprmp&tyuaﬁninkmummi_tmnm%m
fraom his course of justice. This is why he approves of Grey's slaughter
at Emerwick, Spenser was not, as meny would charge, a lwrasen-hearted
Talus who advecsted wholessle human slsughter and anniMlatien of the
Irish race merely te ourry favoer with the offiocials. He declares hime
self, "by the swoorde which I named, I doe not means the outting of of
a1l thet nation with the swoorde which farre be it from me that I should

1
View, »p 805



17.

ever think soe desperately, or wish so uncharitsbly, but by the swoords
I meane the royall pewer of the Prinoce, which ought to stretchs it self
foorthe in the chiefest strength to the redressing and outting of those
evills, which I before blamed, and not of the people which are evill.
For ovill mkwpﬁmimmuswmrmtmhmdcgwdﬁ
but that evill that is of itselff evill will never become good.” His
plan was %0 pleoce garrisons throughout the land to put dowm the rebel- .
lien as soon as possible, and then by refornming the laws and customs to
make of Ireland a loyml and profitable subject for the Queen. If this
plan took littls account of the Jrish temperament or fisros national
spirit, it 1s not te be greatly wondered at, nor should we condemm the
post too harshly for it. The age of Elizabeth had no time to give to
humsniterian consideration of enmemies end subjeots. It was & time of
fieroe international struggle when a mation defended herself end her
possessions at any ocost to insure her om survival. To be sure the
Irish hated Spenser as "the bitterest and most unthinking of her ene-
miss”, but Bpenser was the defender of Fnglish supremacy. It wes an
scoepted fact in England that the dominicn of Ireland was necessary for
England’s safety, if she was to prevent Philip from winmning it for a
bass for his own operations againet Elizabeth. Delny was dengerous and
turmoil was wrecking the whole of Ireland. Spenser, touched bty the
wrotohed ocondition of the Itish, snd reslising the immedimoy of the
danger, pleads desperately for definite measures that would end the
trouble snd settle the question finally., Foroe is always crusl st best,
but the campaign which Epenser wrged was certainly kinder in the long

p |
View, p 800
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run than the endless cycle ei‘ coerolon, oonoiliation, pardon end coer-
oien agein which was wearing down both the Irieh end the Fnglishe "It
must be foressens and aseured,” he writes, "that after cnoe entring
into this course of reformetion, there be afterwardes noe remorse or
dreving becke for the sight of any such rusfull objectes ss must there=
upen followe, nor for compassion of theyr calamitye, seeing that by noe
other meanes it is possidle to recurs them, and that these are not of
will, tut ofwryurgmtm&tqn. ! Momymd divided counsels
in Pngland, Bm'ghhy' fear of expenditure, the frequent change orn.mm.-
all these were resogniszed by those who kmew the Irish situation intimstely
as the root of the oontinued fatlure in Ireland and sttest to Bpenser's
correct dlagnosis of the trouble. Lodovick Bryskett in a letter to Wale
-mgm-pam of "the small reputasion which the Gevernors are brought
into emong them {the Irieh) for wini ¢ comtensnce and creditt from
homs, snd the often expectation of change”, declering that the Deputy
eould do nothing "onlesse her Majestie and your honore there, doe better
enhable him and alter the oourse which now is held, committing trust teo
him, that being contimmally here is mw hable, and nerest syewwritnes,
to a:.m what is ngst expedient for the reformation of this miserabls
disordered countrey.”
Hore we have an explanation of Spenser's intense feeling against

shangs, This justifies Artegall’s words to the glant with the scalest

. "A1) change is perillous, and all chewnoe unsewrd.” (V, ii, 36)

1 .
View, p 807

2

Plomer end Cross, lLife and Gsrtn% ce_of Lodovick Bryskett
’ t - ‘6‘
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when he upholds the divine right of Kings and the established erder
of things. It was not thet, as Legouls belisves, “Spenser did not
recognise any [rogress or improvemsnt in the wniverse,” and "that
mmiﬁyﬂ@tucm'maﬁﬁi%wormwmm
$3es whioch never osourred to Spenser”., Spenser is .t "sn ineurable
meloontent”, but rather & welleinformed man in pelitical 1ife who sew
the evil of inconsistency in policy end its disastrous results, and
therefore set them forth in his literary work, “"Spenser differed,”
says Oreenlaw, "from all other literary men of his time in that he
persistently clung to that conception of the peet's fimotion that mede
mgum,a'm',ammﬂmmummdaév%u, directly or
through elovdy sllegories, those who ruled England,”

The frequent repﬁtiﬁm of the theme of mutebility only
serves to maks the meaning mcre spparent. Aside from the examples in
Book ¥ and the Visw, the cenios of Mutabilitie beer on the same sube
Joot. The date of composition of these cantos 1s uncertein, but the
tone is that of e later work than Book ¥ and the references to Colin
Slouts Coms Home Again (1591) srgue for a late date of composition.
Palkiner declares that the fragment "mmst have been inspired by ape
prehension of the calamitous rising in whioh Munster plantation wes

3
overvhelmed.” 8inoe Spenser was one of the Mumster planters, and

1
R Logouls, Biwmd Spenser—epp 37-38

2
¥, Greeniaw, 'Bm and British Inperialiss”
Eodern Puilolegy, H—-pp 347-370

Ce Palkiner, Bdinburgh Review—1905
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tneer the constant menace of sttack from the rebels dwelling in the
neerty forests, the last lines of canto vi seen to support this view:
"8ince which, those Woods, end all that goodly Chese
Doth to this dny with Wolves and Thieves aboundt
Matoh toowtoo true that Jands ndrellors since have fomd."
If we accept the theory gonerslly held that the cantos of
Mutability were intonded a= & part of the Fasrioe Queens, then we heve
Constency celebrated as ome of the twelve morsl virtues and the glantesss
Mutebility the oppesing vice. Thie is certainly Spenser's conceptione
¥utability is considered in the same light here as in Book ¥,
e power harmful to sovereipniy and to Justice.
“Fo shes the leves of Nature onely brake,
But eks of Iustioe, and of Poliole!
And wrang of right, and bad of good did make,
Anﬁ deeth Tor 1ife exchanged foolishlie
Sinoe which, all Hving wights have learned to die
And all this world fe waxen daily mse.," (v;., 6)

The giantesse in her pride attacks Oynthia (Flizabteth).

1
Cfs Eo M, Albright, “Bpenser’s Ressons for Rejecting the Mutability

Cantos” «-8 tuites in Phile wp 93 £0¢weandem

"On the Dellng of the Eﬁéﬁity Centoe" =8+ Po

XX¥I-p 482 ff.
Mss Albright belisves these cantor were written in Bnglen? sbout 1579~
80, inspired by the eritiolsm of 8ir Henry Sidney’s Jrish administratien,
and rejected because of adverse oriticism by Harvey. The Irigh loosl
coler was ingerted later., However, the reletion of the fragment to Book V
and the View seerss 30 close, and the tore so much mere that of the later
becks cm,rm&a%wmmmr, that it seems that, even 1f
the germ of the poerm was in England, the poem wes so completely
reworked at this time as to oomstitute practicelly a new work.

2

Cf. letter to Raleigh--Spenser says he has used Raleigh's conceit of
Oynthia to shadow Elizebeth~«Cynthia is Elizsbeth in C, C. C. H, A,
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boldly preecingeen, reught forth her hand
To pluck her dewn perforoe from off her chaire;”
olaiming the right to ruls in her stead, and declaring her superiority
‘mrth-urygads. Cynthis stopped in her course and the world is
threm into darkmess, 5o mutability sttacking Eliszabeth on her throne
caused troudle and uwpheawsl throughout the realm. When Mutability hes
appealed to Nature, the trial is set wpen Arle FHill, and this eircum=
stance seems to 1ink the preoblem definitely with Ireland, for there
in truth the policy was on trial and with disastrous results, Cynthia
is desoribed by the errogant Titanesst
* hor face and counternance every dsy
We changed ses, snd swmdry forms partake
New horn'd, now rowmd, now bright now brome snd gray:
So that as changeful ss the Moone men use to say.”
| (w1, 50)
Por thoss who knew the wasillating charscoter of the Queen and her
government there was litile need of explanation of this allegorye.
Nature's julgment is Spenser's omnein faver of the o~
tablished order of things., Though she admits change in all things
yot she decleres
" over them Change doth not rule and raigne;
Bat they raigne over Change, and doe their states mainteine.”
So the gods are confirmed in their seats. Canto vii, however, begins
with a complaint from the poate.
“Whan I bethinke me on that speech whylere
Of lartability, and well it way:
Meseemss, that though she all wmrorthy were
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Of Hewven's Ruls; yet very sooth te sy,

In a1l things else she beeres the greatest mray.
Which makes me loath this state of 11ife se tickle
ind love of things so vaine to cast svayt" ;
In the next stansa Bpenser concludes that the day “when Change no more
shall be" is to come only with a golden age, and he begs Oed for a
sight of "that Sadeoth”. ,

K11 this smmoks of & late period in the poet's 11fe when he
felt he hed dons all in his power to showr to ths court the folly of
its ways, and had failed to make en impression, There is & bitter
note that we feel is darkened by the kmowledge of the menmes of o new
rebellien which might have been avoided,

In 1598, Spenser's theoriss were proved and his worst fears
realired when the Irish under the Barl of Tyrone swooped dowmn on Mumster
end plundered the lands of the English planters. Rilcolman was ruined
emd the poet fled to Cork. The letter to the Queen written in 1508,
trecee this last catasirophe, like the earlier ones, to mutability when
he writes; "The chawige of government suocesding the death of the
Lo. Burrowss ensewyng, the sundry altercations of Comeills and purposes
fellewing, together with the division and pertaking of these themselves
of yow Comneill here, have sinee brought things to that dangerous con~
dision that nowe they stend in, ffar from this head through tolleracion
snd too mush temporising the evill is spred into all perties of the
Realuws and grome in to so universall s contaglon thet nothing tut e
mummanmumm £far all the Irieh
of all partes are confedersted and have generallie agreed to shake of
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. 1l
the yoke of there obedience to the Crowne of Fngland.,” The dis-

appointment which is shown in this tract bears evidence to the faith
Spenser had put in his plen and the grief he fell at its met being
heeded in time. The daring of the statemsnt proves its sincerity.
Anyens who stulles the twe proee tracts in their rslation to the
Feerie Queens =nd with due weight given to the backgrownd of history
mthuzm Jusserand’s statement "The poet sang, the funce
tionary speie.” On the other hend, the post and the functionary are
one, and the uttersnces of the former ocmmmot be fully understood mless
ons Inows the views of the latter. He was & ocureful student of govern-
ment and his conclusions are sincere and conelstent, His experiences
in Ireland and his intimats cormection with the Irigh government, if
they 4i4 net motually form his political theories, at least orystallized
them and gave them oonviction, so that he became in Ireland “the lauwreste
of the new Bngland, defending that netioral policy which, hewever cruel
snd narrow in some of its applimtion; was to enable her to thwart the
foes that threstened her detraction,”

1
Brief Wote of Irelandwein Trent's Edition of Works-ep 845

2

Quoted by X, Orsenlaw, “Spenser and Briiish Imperialisn” Mo Py
. Mﬂ?ff.

3
Ey Oreenlswr, “Spenser and British Imperialisw”
Nodern Philolegy-T—pp 347370
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CHAPTER IXX

THE INFLUENCES OF SPENER'S BIFERTERCES
I
IRELAND ON HI8 FAIRY LARD AND I8 PEOPLE



CHAPTER IIX

THE INFLUENCES OF SFERSFR'S EXFERIENCES IN IRELAND
ON HIS FAIRYLAND AND ITS PEOFLE

The years that Spenser passed in Ireland not enly affected
his pelitical views bdut indesd colored his whole oconception of Feiry-
land, Church declares, "The Faerie Queene might almost be called the

Epic of the English wers in Ireland under Elizabeth, as much as the
Epie ef English virtus and valour at the same periodeesees The allegory
bodies forth the trisls which beset the 1ife of man in all conditions
and at all times. Dut Bpenser could never have seen in Englend such
o strong and perfect inage of the allegory itself..eec. It cammot be
doudbted that his life in Ireland added to the force and vividness with
which Spenser wrote. In Ireland, he had before his eyes contimwmlly the
dreary werld which the poet of Inight errantry immgines. num-m'in
good truth might trevel long through wildernesses and 'great woeds'
gliven over to the outlew and the ruffisn. Mt}uwafm;
need seldom want for perilous sdventure and the oomion for qwlling
the oppressers Thers the armed and wnrelenting hand of right was tmt
teo truly the only substitute for ler, There might be found in mest

oertain and Ma reality, the smbtushes, tho disguises, the treacleries,

the deceits, the temptatiens, sven the supposed witch orafts and en~
chantments, sgainst which the falry chempions of the virtues have to be
on their gaard. In Ireland, Englishmen eww, or at any rate thought they
swv, 8 universal battle going on between error end religion, between
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justioce and the most insclent selfishness. They found thers every
type of what wae oruel, brutal, loathsome. They eewr everywhere men
whose business it wns to betray and destiroy, women whose business it
was to tempt and ensnare and eorrupte They thought they sar too, in
those who waged the Queen's were, all forms of manly and devoted gal-
lantry, of neble genereeity, of pentle strength, of knightly sweetness
and courtesys The realities of Irish social and political life gave
a real subject, gave body end form to the tllcgery."l

Some of tho most powerful and memorabls passages in the
Fasrie Queens owe their inspiration to Irish happenings which the poet
witnesseds The frequensy of the ocourrence of such reflections, and

the faot that they appear often in parts of the allegory having nothing
to do with Irelend, shows how the atmosphers of the land becams an ine
tegral part of Bpenser's postical bteckground. The passages to he eonw
sidered in this section deml with actual experionces of Spenser in
Ireland,

It is ressonable to suppose that Bpenser, as Secretary to Orey,
would heve acoompenied the Deputy on memy of his expeditions egainst the
Irishe From his own statement in the View of Irelend, we kmow that he

was at the ospture of Smerwick., Moreover, hie acquaintance with 84r
Renry Eidney, Sir Walter Raleigh, and other officials and oaptains in
Dublin, would aceount for an interest in end a knowledge of various cam-
peigns which took placo bofore his arrival in Ireland, or on which he
did not eccampeny the armye. From the Irish wers, Spenser got his backe
ground for the desoriptions of beheadings and battles, many of which

1 ‘
Ro Wo Chureh, Edmund Spenser—-pp 88-81
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seen painted reslistically from speoifis incidents.

Orey's administretion wes one of sontinuel war, and bloodshed
and sxscution were daily oocurrerces. Walpole desoribes the period
immediately after Smerwicke "eeeses Oroy swiftly returned to Dublinm:
there he arrested Kildars and lLerd Delvin on suspieien, and flung them
into prison; he turned savegely on the Wicklow insurgents, and, taught
by his experience at Glenmalure, organized a mmber of small bands te
hunt them from the mountains. Two of the Eusteoes and Gerald 0'Teele he
eeught end beheaded; but Baltinglas emcaped to the Continent, A reign of
terror then began at Dublin. A conspiracy to seize the castle snd 1ib.
erate the imprisoned peers was discovered, and martial law was proclaimed.
The smaller men were hanged in batches, and ninsteen of the beet bloed of
the Fall were brought to trial for tremsen, S‘hg{tvorkmmdtbyﬁi.
ant juries, and the whole of them were convicted and hengede” esessecs
*Ormonde caught and hanged ledy FPitzgerald of Imokelly and reporte in his
despatohes the exeeution of 134 persons, and that the pardoned chiefs
were bringing in the heads of other rebels by the aaexm.“l

Though he believed them necessary, such events as these struck
horror to Spenser's heert, and when we know mihumthmﬁmud
many such sights we ammot fail to note the stark reality of such passsges
as the desoription of the abode of Despair.

"Ard 21l about e1d stooks and stube of trees,
Whereon nor fruit, nor leafe wes ever seeme,
Pid hang wpen the ragged rocky knees;

On which had many wretohes hanged beens,

Ce Go Walpole, Short History of the Kingdom of Ireland--p 101
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Whese carcases were soattered on the greens,
And throwns sbout the oliffs,”
(1, ix, 3¢)
Beside the o}d man
"There lay upon the gras
" A drearie corse, whose 170 eway 342 pes
A1l wallow'd in hie om yet lokee-warme blowd,
That fros his wourd yeot welled freesh slas}
In which & rustie Inife fast fixt stood,
And made an open pessage for the gushing flood,"
(x, 1x, 36) ._
The whele of the Pasris Queens is red with euch gory descriptions
and mmerous are the blsody, severed hesds, 1ike Pollente's
' *That tumbling on the strand
It bit the earth for very fell despight
Al gnashed with his teeth,”
{v, 41, 18)
And even women's heads are not imviolate, for Error is decepi-
tated (I, 1, 24) snd Radigund, though spared by Artegall, is be-
headed by Britomert. (V, vii, 54) | |
Heny of Bpenser's "wicked wights" take on the linsaments
and cheracteristios of the Irish rebels whom Spenser saw, and the
battles againet them often bear s marked resemblance to certein Eng-
1ish ommpaigns in Ireland.
In the forester, whe pursuss Florimell, and his two wicked
brothers Busk sees the symbol of the rebels who attacked Elizsbeth's
power in Ireland, Timdas, then, who purcuss the “villein", is iden-
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1
tified with Sir Walter Raleigh who served in the Irish wars. The

flestmsss of the ferester ensbles hin to eseape from Timias.
*fhe villen sped hizeslfe so well, ]

Whether through the swiftnesss of his spesds beast

Or knovledge of those weeds, where he 414 &well,

That shortly he frem danger was releast

Ad out of sight esoapsd at the least;”

(1T, v, 14) 4,

The forester then set about getting revengs em the squire,
end "with bitter words he stird to bleedy ire” his two brothers whe
sgres to aid him. Armed, they proceed into the forest snd statien
thenselves in shbush near & narrow ford where Timiss hes to pass.
The squire eppears, and as he is ebout to pass through the ford, the
foresters attack his. ./ |

"That streke the hardy Squire did sore displeass

But more that him he oould not coms to smite;

For by no meanes the highe benks ‘he could sease,

But laboured leng in thet deeps ford with wvaine disesass.”

(X1, v, 19)

From thelir ventage peint above him, the foresters 'l their darts
upon him, and wound him sorely. These are exsstly the methods employed
by the Irish which Epenser describes in the Yiew, "To seelw him out
that still flyeth, and follows him that ean hardely de founde, were
_ wayne and bootlesseseesss It 48 well known that be is a flying enemye,
hiding himselfl in woods and bogpges, froem whenoe he will not drawe

1 |
Po Mo Buck, eited in H, 8, V, Jonss, Spenser Handbook~p 219
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feerth, but inte some straite passags e perillous feorde where he
w-tum:mmmn;mwmm-kmgme
¥L he firde adwmuntags fiti, will dewngerously hasards the troubled
lﬂl&w"l

Spenser Inew these tactios well, for they wers disastrously
 employed by the Irish st (lemmmlure, Orey's first Irish cempaign,
.ﬂwmﬁnmﬁh "The rebels were swerming in the
valley of Glenmalure, and Grey recklessly sent his wen inte the narrow
gorge, believing he was streng enough to hunt them cut. When the
troeps were well in the difficult ground, s welledirsoted fire was poured
in upen them from the safe cover of rocks and brushweed; the soldiers
advanced through grewnd that beosme more snd more difffcult with every
step, and at length became entangled in & bog bebween two wooded hills,
where 14 Deoane inpsesibie te pressrve any longer the semblance of
srdsr, "hile thus confused and dDroken, they were exposed on ell sides
to & mwrderous fire from the woods and rocks that skirted the ravine,
wmmmmchutu;wm:-mthu
the chief gevernor whe returned to Dublin with shams and confusion.”
Grey watched the battle from the level ground at the mouth of the glen,
and Bpenser was probably with him. Many of the details, doudtless,
omme from this and similer ﬁttln which Spenser witneseed, while there
is an tnoident in Raleigh's career in Irslend which wms eo speotaculer
that it mny have come to Spenser’s esr and suggested the ploture, es-
pecially since Epenser was personally soguainted with Raleigh.
1
Yiew, p 801
2 .
T, H, Pitsgerald, Irsland snd her Pesple~wyol, IV
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~ Raleigh had been sent against an Irish rebel, David, Lord
¥l¥ry, dut the expedition was thwarted by the Lord's burning his omn
castle snd wasting the surrounding land, and therefors Baleigh and
his men started to retwrn to Dublin. "Between Wougal and Cork was &
ford in the Bslinscurra. Here there lay in smiush, welting for his
passage, a certain Fits-Bdmmds, s rebel of Barry's faction, kmown es
the Senssehall of Imokelly, with mmerous horsemen and footmen. His
13%ttle emoort of eix men were lagging behind, and Raleigh resched the
river's edge scoompanied only by an Irish guide, when suwddenly the
whole occmpany of Fits-Elmunds sprang from their hiding and held the
fords He ocut his way through and had cressed insafety to the other
side, vhen he Decams wrare that one of his followers was wnhorsed in
the middle of the stresm and orying to him for help. Dashing deck in-
to the river he brought the man safe to lend, and then with his pistol
ocoocked stood firm on the opposite bank, !ﬂ}iting for the rest of his
perty to coms up, The Semeaschal, sesing other treopers advancing in
his r:ar,mminmu. although his foroe mmbored twenty to

-
oNde

The fact that the slege of Smerwiock is portrayed in the
battle with Grantorto hms been trested already. In sdditien, it is
worthy of note, that though the glant represents e foreign inwader,
he is arreyed like an Irish chieftain.

"All armed in a oote of yron plate,
Of great defence to ward the deadly fesre
And on his head a steele sap he 444 weare

1
R, Bodd, Bir Walter Heleigh——pp 32-33
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Of colour rustie browne, but sure and strong;

Apd in his band sn huge Polaxe 412 Desre

Whose steale was yron stulded, but not long;"

| (’lf.x;i,lﬂ

This glant is much 1ike these Irish foot soldiers Imown sz "Gallow-
glasses” whom Spemser descrides in his View of Irelend as “srmed with
-mm.riuh&;mummwmu&ﬂm.m )
bndmh:mm.’ Jmm%t,wm%mbm
as woll, snd were large~iimbed, tell, fierce~looking mwen, agkin like
Grantorte:

“0f stature hugs and hidecus he was

14ke +0 & Gtant for his monstrous hight

And 412 in strength mest sorts of men swpas.’

Sassscreessesssassesersssrasassssserase

His fwos was ugly, and his coumtenamoe sterne

That oould have frayed one with the very sight.”

(v, x11, 15)
wmm&m‘mﬁcquum

Irtsh robel. His dwelling is one of those rocky fastnesses in which
the Irish were driven to take refuge. Jones points out sn interesting
seures in the story ourrent in Dublin in Spenser®s time."ef o thief
need Sonldbrother, who lived like Malengin, in & labyrinth remching
tro large miles under the earth. Here he would hide all that he ocould
stoal, and hs was so swift of foot that he could outrun the ewiftest
1
Yiew, p 7@

2
Fo W, Joyse con Zreland in H, D, Traill, Bd. of Seoial Fnglend
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1l
snd Justiest young wen.”

y Spenser desorides the Irish kernes and gallowglasses as
hm'mmtmmmwmumcrwmhu
m)wmsm,mmﬁuﬁuymrm.ﬁmm;
th.ydt-.mmtbsbanstlym&wﬂmtwhhmmudlms
they spoyle as well the subject as the enemye: they steals, they are
eruell snd bloudys, full of revengs and dslighting in deedly execution,
licentious, swearers, mg blespheners, cormon revishers of women and
mrtherers of ohildren.,” [Breggerated as this wee, it wes wndoubtedly
the cormon English attitnde toward the Irish kerne.

 Guile'#appearance is, likewise, typloal of thoss ragged wretohss
who: Orey fought and whoa Spenser often sew,
"Full dresdfull wight he was, as ever went
Upen the earth, with hollow eyee deep pent,
Ad long ourld locks, that down his shoulders
shagged
Ad on his beck en wnocouth vestiment
Made of straunge stuffe, btut sll to worne and
ragged
. And underneath his breech was all te torne and
Jagped." (¥, 1x, 10)
Nelengin'e long shaggy locks suggest one of the Irish customs
which Bpenser deploredewthat of weering "long glidbes which is e thick
1

He 8+ Vo Jones, Handbook--p 28

2
Yiew, p ™8
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eurled bush of heare, hanging downe over theyr eyes, and monstrous-
1 disguising theme" sesees’ They are fit mesks as & mantell is for o
thief, For whensosver he hath runn himseclf inte that pertll of
lmwe that he will not be knowen, he either cutteth his glidhe quite,
hy which he becameth nothing like himeelf, or pulleth it go lowe
dowrs over his eyes, that it is very hard to discover his thievish
mm.'z ,
This men does not wear the ocat of mail like Orantorte’s,
for it would be & heavy encurbranoe te him in his hesty flight. Se,
Spenser tells us, many of the Irish preferred to go "to battell withe
mmmwmwm;mmmmxyumm&-
mess d‘mgglﬂam, the which (they say) will ecvetimes lvars off s
good stroke”. The wnceuth vestiment seems to have been a sert of
mﬁh;omlywmhyﬂn!ﬁlu;midxamr‘mmdsuilhb
':ﬂtthm‘!umamﬂno,amtehdfernmbel,nndmupt
eloske for a thief”swwtherefors very spprepriste for Grantorto.
hmmm;mmvmmm,mammm
Artegall canmot overtalw him, end Talus is sent to eapture Mim fust
as Fnglish garrisons were stationsd to capture the rebel Irish.
Miss Grey has pointed ont an interesting parsllel in the
~ fate of Malengin to the death of the Barl of Desmond who wee traced
ww&m&:mmmm@;m&M-u;?a
they strake off his heed., They osrried the Earl®s head with them,
1
Yiew, pp T80, 701
2
Yiw, p ™83

S
Jiow, p TR0
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MhﬁMsMyhhm,mm&mmmeofm
or buried by his kernes is not ocerteinly known,” Of Nalengin Spenser
enyee |
"There they him left a carrion outoest
For beasts and foules to feed wpon for their
repasts” (¥, ix, 19) . .
The slaughter of Follente, according te both Gray end Henley
finds almost exact counterpart in the sccoumt of the death of John of
Deemond, the Barl'’s brother, in 1881, Hooler declares: "8ir Join's
mammtumzm,mmwmm;aupwmmnm
& gibbet and set upen the North Umte at Corks" Artegell beheesded
Pollente and
%mmmmummm,
¥hose waters with his £8lthy blowd it stayned:
But his blasphemous head, that all might see
He pitoht upon & pole on high ordayned;
Where meny years it efterwards remayned,
To be a mirrour te all mighty men,
In whose right hamds grest power is conteyned,
That none of them the fesble owverren

But alwaise doe their powre within just compasse pen.”
(v, 11, 19)

P, Henley, op. eit. pp 130141

3
R, Holinshed, Chronicles VI, p 446
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The reference to the les, an Irish river, sseme definitely to locate
the ineident. One aceount qunted by Gray states that "the body was
hmg&nrﬂaﬂwrhomﬂum&ud%&,“mdmﬂmrmm
in the Distionary of Fational Blography says "it wes hanged wp for 3
or 4 yoars together as e spectacle for all beholders to look on, until
at length & great storm and wind blew it off, but the heed was sent te
Dublin and then was fastened to a pole and set over the oity wall."
Since Spenser wae in Dublin et that time he weuld certainly have seen
the heed among the others spiked on the ocastle gate. Henley asserts
that 4t may have even e? inte the poet's hande since it wes sent as a
Bew Year's gift to Orey.

¥aowra's attempt to bribe her oapters, and the fate inflicted
on her by Talus slse have e parsllel in Irish histery, cited by Miss
Gray. Pelham, in sn acoomt of the siege of Adare writes to the Council
atwﬂmn‘numnd-mt_gfmmgwut@amumm
wmmmmwatagithohmo,mm‘mmbhhums
from whenoe she came, thutmz(u 1t is reported to me) with a stone
about her neok inte the river.,” Since Epsnser was secrestary to G;ay,
and was "trested as secretary to the Lord Deputy and the Council,”
such a report may well be supposed to have peassed through his hende at
some t:ln‘u. Muners's hends and feet were chopped off and mmiled up, and
then Talus threw her over the wall into the river. As Oray points out,

1

- Tenloy, ope olt. p 138

2
Carew Paperse-p 206-wis. 1580--quoted by Orey

3
¥, I. Carpenter, Eeference Oulde to Spenser—p 15
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the ¥nights who sxecute such punishments are not "very parfit gentll
knighte” but rether Bnglish officials driven to employ desperate metheds.

- Frequently those with whom the Fairy knights mmt do battle
sre not single foes 1ixe Follente and Malengin, but the whole "rascel
reut"s In Book V, vi, 20.30, V, 11, 51«54, we find the crowde which
attack Artegell end Britomert and which are routed by Telus. A better
ploture 4s to be found {II, ixzwxi) in the ettack of the Passions on the
House of Temperancs. The rabble rout is like meany Spenser must have
seen during the csrpaigns against the rebelss

" loo with cutragious ory

A thousand villeins reund about them swarmed

Out of the rocks and saves sdfoyning nye, -

Tile oayiive wreiches, ragged, rufe, deformed,

411 threatening desth, all in strewnge mermmér armi,

Some with wereldy olubs, some with long speres,

Seme rusty Imives, some staves in fire warmd,

Sterns was their looke, like wild mmmsed steares

Staring with hollow eyes, and stiffe upstanding heeres.”

(11, 1x, 13)
The figure which likens the intrulers 4o a mwarm of gnats ever the
“fermes of Allan" seems en added indiestion that the poet had in mind
an event which took plses in Ireland.

The"villeins” are repulsed, but retwrn sgain and sgain, Their
chisf, teoo, Naleger, when seemingly slsin, arises, smaxingly renswed by
oontact with Barth, and resusss the fight. So the Irish hed a remarkable
way of reviving their strength and reswming the war when they seemsd com~
pletely subdusd. The walor and endurance of the rebels Spenser is foroed
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to convede. "Yet sure they are very waliewnte and hardys, for the most

part great endurers of oold, labour, hunger, and all hardinsss, very sote
ive erd strongs of hand, very srift of foote, very vigilamte and cirews-
.mm;aqrmwmm,mymtmmm,mmtmm'
of death,”

The "sutraglous ory” Spenser describes as "a umgu yoll snd
hubbebows, as if heaven and earth would have gene together™. laleger
“all in cenwas thin bedight,” and the ocative wretches in their regs, like
Halengin, fight without srmor as many Irish did. Their "stiffe wetending
heares” over their staring eyes resemble the Irish "glibbes”. The vile
leins wwarming srownd the Imights recell the rebels in “theyr confused
lné of mrehe in hwapes, vithout any order or array, theyr clashing of
of fight,” | |

When they returned the next day, "Breryme 414 bow and arrows
beare,” and "all att onoe at him let fly theyr fluttring errowes thicke as
flakes of sow.” The Irish kernes, sm‘uy-, had "short bowes and
1ittls quivers with short beerded srrewes.” \

The introduction of the rabtble crew ints knightly remsnce is

View, p 789
2

Ind, pml
3

Ivid, p 7838

e, p 788
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’ 1
not omspletely sn innovation with Bpenser as Miss Grey believes, but

st least the rabble that he uses is typically Irish, Miss Gray believes
that the "Nenstrous Rabblement” perhaps ewes it oenceptien te Spemser’s
inowledge 4f the Munster Rebellien, OCertainly the pieture of Melsger,
their leader, is reminiscent of soms starving rebe) chiefiain of Mumster.
He i3 s powerfully buill man, |
"But of such subtile substence, and wmsound
That 1ike a ghost he seem’d, whoes grave olothes
were wbeund,” (II, xt, 20)

"is pale and wan ms eshes was his lsoke,

His bedls leans and meagre as a rake,

Mid skin all withered 1iks a dryed rocks,

Thereoto as c0ld and drery as = Bnske,

That seem’'d to tr.n‘blo evermore, and queket”

(11, =1, 22)
This is the poetical version of the prose ploture of the starving Irish
of Mumster fowd in the Yiew of Irsland, “Out of every corner of the
woodes and glimnes they cams creeping foorthe upon theyr handes, for
'mmmamemmmwzm;mmermm;
they speke 1ike ghostes orying out of the;r graves.” The very phrasing
is similer though the Yiew is of later date. | o
Epencer was desply affected by those scenes of famine which he

hed “ensampled” in the Munster wars. The situation was terribdle. Sir

' |
CLemeC, 8, Lewis, “"Spenser in Ireland”—=Raviesw Eoslish Sindiaz 1951

Examples of the use of the ble rout in Belarde.
2

View, ©p 804



Warham 84, Loger in a lotter to the Quoen relates that not less than
30,000 psrished from starvation in less than half s yesr in Mumster
mm.l The Fasrie Queene is full of figures bearing the telling marks
of privetion end famine. A witeh ;m 2 "hellow deadly gase” (III, vi1, 7).
The 014 emith, Cere, has “hollewr syss and ravbone cheeks forepent.eees

With rogged beard, and hearie shagged hears,

The which he never wont to combe or comsly sheere.”

(¥, v, 34) ‘

Tiniss, pining because of his lady's displeasure, as & sign of wtter
wretchedness, is mads to resemble the starving redels

"With heary glib deform’d, and meiger face,

Like ghost late rigen from his grave agrys'd."

| (Iv, vits, 12) )

So, the Redoress Knight, when he emsrges from the dungeon of Orgeglic's
oastls speaks with

“an hollow, dreary, swmmring voyoe."
Eis "fesble thighes, unhable te wphold

His pined corse, him searse to 1ight could besre,

A rusfull spectesle of death snd ghastly drere.

Eis sad dull eyes deepe sunke in hollow pits,
Could not endure thi wmented sunne to view;

His bare thin cheekss for want of better bits,
Mod ompty sides deceived of their dew,

Could meke & stony hart his hap %o rew;

1
Quoted by Mo M, Gray, R, B 8eeVI-wl930-epp 413-28
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His rawbone ermes, vhose mighty brewned bowrs
Were wonted to rive steele plates, and helmets hew
Tere oleans sonsw'd,-and all his vitell powres
Deony'd, ard 1) his flesh shromk wp 1ike
withered flowres.” (I, viil, 38, 40, 41)
Spenser's feeling seems to have bwen one with Arthur's,
"Trembling horrowr ren through every loynts.”
(z, viss, 39)
In the Yiew, Spenser asserte "sny stony heart would have rued the
same,” ‘in words almost $dentical with those quoted m'..
The most camplete pioture of a starving rebel is found in
the portraysl of the giant Despair in Beok I, cante ix.
) 'wmnmaﬂm
Eis &welling has, low in an hollow cavs,
Dark, delefull, drerie like a greedis grave.’
Despair himself sat inside.
"His griesie looks, leng growen and wnbound,
Disordered heng about his shoulders round,
And hid hie face; through which his hellow eyne
Lookt deadly dull, end stared as astound;
Eig rew=bone cheelms, through permris and pine,
Were shronke into his imves, se he 434 never dine.”

ﬁimtm@tmmmmelm.

With thornes together pind and patched was,

The which his naked sides he wrapt sbouts.”
(1, iz, 33, 35, s;)
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Fedelford calls this passage one of the "purple p&t&lns'
in the Fasrie Quesns and assigns no sllegorical meaning to it. It
was obviously sdded after the post's arrival in Iveland. Oranting
that the Paerie Queene was m'urmﬁamnuw. The
first thres bocks were not pubtlished for almost a decads after Spenser
* went to Ireland (1500). Spenser's methed of reworking his poems, and
ﬂnohimnhﬁmduueﬁmuhm:utmﬁéendm-
dicate that the poet incorporsted in his early work, bits of his later
experience which would, he felt, lend strength and vividness to the
whole, |

Two other mminnwklotthn?naricw"hiehm
to owe semething to Ireland, theugh less definitely perhaps, mey be
explained in the seme way. gmumwmam'm )
hall” in the Palace of Pride with its minstrels, bards end shroniclers,

which resembles the hall of an Irish lord's eastle. Spenser seems to
have been esoquainted with the Farl of Ormond who aided the English a-
geinst the Deemonds, The &cdicatcr‘y somnet to Lord Ormond implies that
Spenser has enjoyed the mansion of the Xarl which he represents as the
sole harbor for the Muses in Ireland, If the pioture is not derived
specifically from Kilkenny, at least it implies sn soquaintence with
similer halls,

The other reference in Book I is the mcocount of Cerceoca's
eottage “"under the steep foot of mountain hore" which resembles an

1
Fs M. Padelford,

I, v, 3
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: 1
Irish oottage. A better scoomt of the same sort of hut is to be
found in the plcture of the witch®s sbode in Book IXI,
‘ “There in & gloomy hollow glen she foumd
A 1ittle cottege, bullt of sticks and reedes
In homely wise, and wald with sods around,
In which a witch did dwell, in leathly weedes
And wilfnl want, all cavelesss of her nsedes.”

(112, vis, 6) |
Mnmurymagrofsmorthemmiﬁahmsmcr
mentians in the Yigw. Joyoe gives the following desoription of the
houses of the Irish pessants. ' The dwellingehouses were almost always
. construsted of Wickerworke The wall was formed of long stout peles,
standing pretty near each other, with their ends fixed deep in the
ground, the spaces betwesn closed in with rods snd twige neatly and
firnly interwoven; generally of haselescess The Toof was covered with
m«mmwm,.ruwmnm;rmk,m@mm
so as to overlap, like our slstes and tiles," Spenser is bound to
have seen many of these 1ittle houses in Ireland.

Another vivid bit from Irish 1ife is the house of Caree—a
smithy with the incessant nolse of hammers and bellows, fit habitatien
for Gare. Smiths (Gobha) were numreus in Ireland, end of high repute,
and their art was highly developed at & very early period as various

1
I, 111, 10

e
Yiow, p T4

3
P’ '.s ‘m.
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-, 1
ansient relics testify. Henley thinks thntzSpanaer on his travels with

Grey may have spent a night in such = plaoce.

This sustom of seeking harbor for the night in zestles or oot
tages slong the way is en old Irish oustoms Spenser eseerts more then
onoe that “there be no Immes” gnzmmm "lodging or horse meat or
man's meat” might be cbteined. Hospitality was not only a courtesy but
even & religious wirtue. In the records of Spenser's litigation with
Lord Roche, the poet acouses Roche of having kllled a "fat beef” of Teig
Olyves, becmuse Mee Spenser ley in his house ss he ocame from the sessions
at Limeriock, In Spenser's time, es he iells us, there wes a ctatute make
ing 1t tree-on "to go into another men's house for lodgings”, or "to his
ome tenant's house to take victmll by the way not withstending there is
noe cther meanes for him to have lodging, nor horse mest, nor man's meat.”
May 1t not be thet the inhospitelity of Turpine is a reflection whieh
Spensor so bitterly deplored?

 In the Paerie Quecns the reflections of Irelend thus far oon-

sidered seem predominently those of & land racked by wer and famine,
Such "warlets” as Atin and Awror ply & fruiltful trede; the harmers of
relentlese Care rurder sleep and "affliot to the very sowle”; Despair
gains essy victins; amd the Blelent Beast pursues s eruel course &n spite
of all the Fairy imights oan do. In Book VI, we have sn indication that
the peet's 1ife in Irelend was not all horror and strife, when we have sn
1

re e Joyoe, ope clte~pp 1324136
2

Ps Henley, op. cite==p 125

View, p 772
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socomt of Calidore's 1ife among the shepherds. This pessage is une
doubtedly inspired by the poet’s 1ife et Kiloolman. It &s en intereste
“ing oombdinetion of the real rural Irelend that Spenser knew, end an
ideal Aroadis that he dreamed it might some day becomes Now In the words
of Meliboe, now of Calidere, the poet seems to voioce his aom sentirents.
The old shepherd recounts to the knight the joye of the pastorsl 1ife,
the calm and pesoe as contrasted with the strife and ficklencss of the
world, Is the poet referring to his om experience when Melibee sayses
"The tine was once, in my first prime of years,
%hen pride of youth forth priclked my desire,
M 1 disdained smongst mine equel) peares
Te follow sheepe, and shephoardes base aitire:
Por further fortwune then I would inquire.
And leeving home, to roiell court I sought;
Where I d4id sell myselfe for yearly hire,
And in the Princes gardin deily wrought.
There I beheld such vainenesse, as I never thoughte

With sight whereof secme olayd, and long deluded

With idle hopes, which them doe entertaine,

After I hed ten yeares my selfe exoluded

Prom native hore, and spent my youth in vaine

I gan my follles to myselfe to plaine,

Mnd this sweet plece, whose lacke d1d then appeare.

The beck returning to my sheepe egaine,

I from thenceferth have learn'd to love more deare

This lowly quiet 1ife, which I inherite here.” (VI, ix, 24-25)
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Yven more like the poet is Calidore who, tired of his quest,
drops his mission to dwell & while mmong the shepherds.
“Eor mach (sayd he) more heppie is the state
In which ye father here dos dwell at ease,
fLeading a 1life so free and fortumete
Prom all the tempeste of these worldly sess, .
¥hiech tozse the rest in devmgerous seas,
Where warres, and wreckes, end wicked enwitie
Doe them afflict, which no men cen appease,
That certes I your happiness envie,
And wish my lot were plast in such felicltle.

I find

That all this worlds gay showes which we admire

Do btut veine shadowes to this safe retyre

Of iife, which herc in lowlinesse ye lead,

Pesrlesse of foos, or fortunes wrackful yre,

Which tosseth states, and underfoot doth treand

The mighty onos, affrayed of every cheunges dread,”
(v1, 1z, 19, 27)

Spanse&; wemt with Raleigh to Lcmilon in 1559 to have the first
books of the Fgorie Quecng puvlishod and ;;er!mps with hopes of prefere
ment at courte In the words of Colin reiurned from Oynthia’s court he
BAYS3, :

"I’w sooth to eay, it is no sort of life
Por shepherd fit to lesd in that seme place.”

(Cs_Co Ca Eo Ae, p €38)
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He deories the evils of the mt, jeslousy, strife, vanity, and hypeo=
risy. BSo Spenser, returming to Kllocolmen must have welcomed the Epa-u
and besuty of country 1ifo as Celidore did, He seems ic hove resigned
his position as Clerk of the Councll of lamster gome time aftsr his
m’ and to heve rotired info private 1ife. In 1604 his merriegs
4o Flizabeth Boyle took pleces These yeers seem to heve been happy
ones for the post, ond his preise of the rustic 1ife, though strongly
colored by ideas of en Arcedia, seem sincere, and indicate that the
poet 4= oontent with his lot in Ireland,
Mh@mt&poeticmtfm&mminmds of the rebels,
however. The "Brigants" come and ruin the commmity and carry off the
shepherdse. The treglo irony of this passege is self evident when we
knewr that scerce two years after the publicetion of these stenzas the
Tyrone rebellion broke in Yamster end wrapped Kllcolmen in flames,
foreing Spencer to flee to Cork. Unlike the shepherds who were "fear=
lesse of foes” Spenser Imew the danger that menaced the planters, end
this desoription escems & grin prophecy of his oom fate. The epirode
ends, horever, with a note of optimiem which 1s not found in the lster
Mytediltty Cantog. Pastorella ie rescusd from the "brigents” and re=
turned to her newly discovered purente. Spenser here soems to feel
thet Ireland will e delivered from the reign of rebollion amd rentored
to England to whom she rightfully belongs. Trie wae Spenser’s dream
for Irelend, He deplored the wretchedness of the land end if he seems
w edvocnts mpre wretchedness, it ies only because that was his idea of

1 .
R, W, Charoh, ope citew~p 166-mgives date 1503

2
Fe 1o Carpenter, ops olt.=-p 20-~gives date June 11, 1684
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ths only way possible of eaving Ireland. Ho dreamed that some dey it
would be reformed and Mnglicised, snd would desome an Arcadia like
Melidoe's before the bZrigsnds ruined it, He is truly Irenseus when he
deolares that he hopes Dy the theories he advooates "to settell an e«
ternal peace in that somtry snd elso to meke it profitable to her
&jutio.'l

Yiew, p 820
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CHAPTER IV

IRISH TOPOGRAPHY IN THE PAERIE QUEENR
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CHAPTRR IV

IRISH TOPOGRAPHY- IN THE PAFRIE QUEENE

One of the moet notable of Spenser's traits as & writer is
his sbility %o paint piotures. "The trus use of hinm,” says lowell,
"is az & gallery of pictures which we visit when the mood telres uSesee

- He makes one alweye think of Venice—-Pavl Veronese or Ouido Reni.”
Thomas Campbell has ul%od hin ®The Rubens of the Poets”, end Carpenter

oompares him to Turmer, One cannet fall to note the strokes of a
master painter in the plotuwres in the Faerie Queens, Too meny, howewver,
heve ascoepled Carpenter's "dreemy indistinetness” as the predominant

- charssteristic of the whole epic. Haslitt, for instance, says, "Spen-

sor's poetry is all fairy land, We wander in snother world of ideal
beings-sby the sownd of softer stresms, among groener hille and falrer
valleyse Fo paints nature not as we find it, but a8 7e expected to
find 1¢, and fulfills the delightful promises of our youths'

At first gisnce, we may thin Gloriana's realm indeed a dream
land where nothing is real, where even trees and hills sre filaments of
the poet's imsgination, but this is to lose sight of those intrusions ef
reality into the land of shadows, which grow more frequent as the story
pogresses, 1o be sure, it is a fairy land, and justly so, tut &t ie a
!’ah"y land which owes mmch to the land where the poet lived, If Ireland

0f. J. B, Metcher, "The Paintor of the Foets"—8, P XIVep 153

2
Jo Zaitlin,
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offsred Spenser expleits for his nights, she also presented him the
wild and wntamed megnificence of forest fad plain admirably suiled as
a backgromnd for deeds of prowess snd chivalry, As Legouis has said,
*A comiry of a thousand enchantments, a wild desert, indeterminate
region of irmense forests, Bpenser drew it largely from the savage land
of Ireland, where his dreams could all but grow real and cbesrvation
could revive fancy.'l '

If Spenser considered Ireland e “"selvage land" it was because
%t was "through long wars left almost waste”, and "through brutish ber-
hu'im overspredd”, The countryside itself he recognized as "as faire
e land es may be redd”. In the Yiew his words in reference to the
North of Ireland ilimstrate his epinion of the beauty of the whole land,
*And gurs it ie yot a moet besutifull and sweet countrey as any is under
hemn, seened throughout with many goodly rivers, replenished with all
sortz of fish, most aboundantly sprinkled with many eweet Ilandes and
goodly lskes, like 1itle Inhm‘Seua, that will carry even shipe upmn
theyr waters, sdormed with goodly woodes fitt for tuilding of howses
and shippeseseses; tlszo full of good portes and havens opening upea
England and Bootland as inviting us to ocome to them, to see what execel-
lent comodities that countrey can affoord; besides the soyle itself is |
most fertile fitt to yeeld all kind of fruite that shel be eegdttod
thereunto, And lastly, the heavens most milde and Temperat.”

Astual Irish place naxes appear in the Fairy land that Spenser
orcates, Other locations are given names by the peet, end, though they

1

E. Legouis, Edggnd Spenser--p 126
2

Yiew, p 768
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soem foreipgn to molern geography, they are derived very definitely
fram Spenser's imowledge of Irelande A% times the desoriptions have
@ tone of almost homely reality, agein they ere more idenlized, but
there is always that sccuracy of detall which denotes keen ohserva=
tion end lerds a odrtein vivid and comvinoing quality to the landscape
of the romanoce.
Among several paeseges ocontaining Irish place names, one of
the most outstanding &s the catalogue of Irish rivers attending the
%F&ing,cr the Thames and the Medwey (IV, xi, 40-44). Critics generally
'm with Professor Osgood who sttributes to "the poet's farmilierity
with the river's themselves” the pscullar fresiaess sod spontaneity” of
the pusagml fe hes shown that ths nemes end epithete of the Pnglish
rivers sre dsrived leargely from Holinshed, ﬂamhn and contemporary
mape rather than from ebservation, In a Ietter to Harvey in 1580 Bpen~
ser gives an ocutline of the Epithslomion Thamesisn, one of the lost
poems, which is thought to have been devoloped inte the river catalogwe
in the mmf Here he 8eclares his intention to deseribe all
the Fnaglish riverc at the wedding, tut makes no mention of including
any of the foreign rivere which are found in the later cataloguc. Be
soincwledges here his debt to Holinehed. No definite literary source
has beon discovered for the cetalogue of Irish streams, end it ceems

probable that he added these guests to the eriginal list afitsr he went

1
Cfs Ms Eo Mocleon, "Realistioc Elements in Bpenser’s Style"
S¢ PooaXXJoupp 382-308

2

Letter to Harvey, "Touching the Barthguake of April last”--Oxford
Editione-VNorkg-p 612
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4o Ireland, and relisd on his ewn lmowledge for their deseriptions.
Matherities who have visited Ireland with the express pur-
pese of stulying Spenser's rivers in relstion to their m;amis agres
en the sceurscy of the descriptions. Por instence, P, W, Joyoce de=
clarest “The dryness of a mere catalogue is relieved by the happy
selection of short desoriptive epitihets which exhibit such a veriety
that no two of them are alike, and dssoribe several streams with greet
foree and truthfulness. bn:nmlr in which the Liffey is pilotured is
extremely just and natural, for this river, after Znwsting from the
hi@hndl of Meklowssessoflows for more than half its course t!zu'wgh
the loveliest lea lends in all Ireland-ethe plains of Kildare."
Spenser had s double sotumintence with the "Liffey rolling
down the lea". He ser it as 1t flowed by Dublin where he lived for
most of the time between 1&0@1&8;.‘03!:@??,24, 1682, he wes
granted the lesse of New Abbey, County Kildare, and for the next two
years "he was om.at:uymmcu of New Abbey where he seems to

huve often resided”. The Liffey flows quite near New Abbey, so that

1
?. Po Covington, "Spenser and Alexander Necksm =8, Po XXIlewpp 222.225
. ten mentions Necken's ostelogue of Trish rivers in the
third "Distinetio” of Dp Lenditus (Grelfth century) which Spenser
might have seen in manusoript ¢r portions of it gquoted in the 1590
edition of Cemden. Al} Neoksm's rivers, save cme, appear in Spenser's
list, but the nmmes and descriptions differ, Spenser's list is much
longer. "It is not to be suppesed that the medieval writer was
Spenser's "source’,” though this passage may have suggested the in-
clusion of the Irish streams in the list,

2
¥, Nioolson, "Realistic Flements in Spenser's Style"—-8, Pyepp 382-398.-
Xx1

3
Flizabeth Flants, 3969, quoted in Carpenter~p 17

4 _
Diotionary of National Plography
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Spenser knew 1t "en the lee” ac well as near the sity,

The Slans is now celled the Slaney of County Wicklew, In July,
1581 Spenser ebtained possession of the mmnor of Emiscorthy on the
f1apey, but he ssems never te have lived there since it was far from
Dublin, end the records show thet the IFeperty was turned over in Deows-
ber to Richerd smt.l It seems more probedle that Bpanagr learned te
tnow the river en the expedition with Grey to Glenmalure.

There is some disputs as to the identification of the AMubrien,
for there is no river by thet name in Ireland. Palkiner calls it the
Owenbrin which flowe into Lough Mask, and to which the epithet "stony”
is mnoa‘gh-. Bpenser got his information from Pnglish soldiers from
Comneught., Henley quotes Flood's identification of Aubrim with the
Wrin, & rocky tributery of the Slaney in County Wexford, but is not
sompletely satisfied. Xsightley seems the most eertain of the three,
and he is supported by Dr. 0'Denovan whom he considers "the Ceryphaeus
of Irish scholars end tepographers”. He believes that the Aubrien is
the King's River, s tributary of the Liffey in County Kildare. Orey
led his treops down the ridgs abeve this river on the way to Glemmalure,
and Spenser would have seen the river then. Ths Irish nsme was "Aven~

8
ree” (Amhen righe) which Spenser made into "Autrien”.

1
Elizebeth Plante, 5963, quoted in Carpenter~-p 38

&.Gﬂ hm, 0D clte

4
P‘ w." OpPs eitﬁ““" 93

5

Ts Keightley, Irm Rivers in the "Paeris Qm'-ﬁetes and Queries IV, iv

-
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The "Shenan” is Shamnon, and a glance at o map will prove the
aptness of Spenser's phrase "spreading like t.‘m ses”. Epenser's duties
as Clerk of the Comell of Mumster would have earried him often te Lims-
ﬂntfcrﬂnmluﬂ there he must have often witnessed the tidsl
sonflict in the mouth of the Shemnon which he describes elsewhere.

*Like as the tide thet comes from the Ocean mayne,

Flowes up the Shenan with ocontrary ferse,

And everruling him in his own rayne,

Drives backe the ourrent of his kindly coures

ind males it seeme to have some other sourse:

‘But when the flood is spent, then backs againe,

His berrowed waters forst to redisbourse,

He sends the sea his cwme with double gaine,

And tritute eke withall as tnh;u Boveraine,”
(v, 141, 27)

The "pleasant Boyne” is s river in County Meath which flows
by Drogheda and into the Irish Ses, The Barmm rises in County Down,
flows into Lough Bidney {Lough Neagh), then forming the boundary between

1
P, Henley, ops oite~~p 49

2

. P, Covington, A Ngte on the "Fas '55:" 151, 27
Cites a note in the Anals of Looh Cg for the year 1586.

"The stream of the Siensim (Bhamnon) turred back to Legh-Bigh {Lough

Res) and it was twenty-four hours in that order, in the presence of

all whe were in Athelmain {Athiome),”

. it be that this elaborate simile of Spenser's had its
origin in the impression mede on the post's mind not by a daily though
impressive phenomenon, but by sn unusual and mervellous event, the
memery of which was still fresh in the South of Ireland?
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Ocunties Antrim end Derry, flows north into the North Channel.

"Swift Amiduff, which of the English man

Is ocel'ds Blecke water®
is the Ulster Blaclwater which flows into lLeke 8idney west of the Bamn,
mt&oriwcfﬂusmmincakwnleelmm}

"The Liffar deep} writes Dr. 0'Dengvan, "I take to be the
Payls; for in some 014 maps of !pm’azttma, 1t is oslled ‘the
Ryver of the Liffer'. It is very deep.”" Spenser in the Yiew of Ire-
lsnd refers to the seme plece when he seys, "Mnether {garrisom)
would I putt et Castleliffer (Meﬁ)w%ebmtamagmy
should have all the pessages upon the river to Loughfoyle,”

"8ad Trowis” is a short river which carries the waters of

Lough Melvin to the res, and is known as the Drowes. Spenser's deserips

tden, "that once his pesple overren”, shows that he was soguainted
with the legend of Lough Melvin. According te tradition, meny centuries
before the Christian era, the sudden rise of the Drowes, overflowing
the lsnd and pesple, turned the valley into m."‘ |

The Alle is & river flowing into the Munster Blackwater.
Henley suggesta, however, that Spenser is referring not to the tribue

tary, but to the Blaclumter itself, sinee the mein stream and not the

1l
Ts Keightley, op. oit.

2
Tuid.

s
Yiew, po02

4
Pe Henley, ops cit,-wp 92

s
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A11o "tombles from Slewlogher steep:” (S1ieve Loughera, & mooriand
éictriotia!"rry).l In support of this view ig the faot that in the
Paerje Qussns and in the View of Irelsnd the only PBlackwater mentioned
is plainly the river of that nsme in Ulster, end no mention is made of
thet Blackwater which flowed so near the poot's home. In Celin Clouts
Come Home Agaln, the poet declares that the Allo is "Brosdweter oalled
farre”, snother indicaticn thet the Alle i; the Blackwater, which was
often called Broadwater in Bpenser's time. Mewwover, "The Allo mey in
encient {imes have been the neme of the main stream, end thus the Irish
antiquarian, Dr, 0'Donoven expleins *Mallow', or Meyallo~ethe plain of
Ano."s

"Mulla mine” is the Awbeg {Aven<besgeelittle river),
snother tributery of the Blachwater which flowed nesr the poet’s home
at Kiloolmen. The name acoording to Eeightley is derived from the Irish
ternm, "mulloch”, meaning "hill-top”", suggested by the fact that the Awe
beg rises in the Pellyhowra Hills north of l:iisolmf Spenser declares
t%.2% he "whylom” taught his Mulla's weves to weep. Henley thinks that
he is referring to those lines mmm*mmm&mw
presert neture mowrning for her sbsent shepherd.

1
Ps Henley, ops clte=wp 87

2
Ibid, p 8T—wnote 20-«"Broedwater" in State papers and Micholss White's
Journal
3
Irdd, p 87«-note 22

4
Te Keightley, op. oit.

5
P. Hemley, ope 0lt,=p 90
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*The running waters wept for thy returns
o2 all the fish with langeur 41d lsment,”
(11, 27-28)
In the Eptthalsnton, Spenser lovingly celsbrates the same river.
"Ye Nyaphz of Mulle which with cereful heed

The silver scaly trouts dos tend ful) well

Ma greedy pikes which use thersin to feed

{Those trouts snd piims all others doo excoed).”

(B6-89) |
Spenser's pride in the piscatory excelisnce of his streem is not &
literary oonvention or merely the partiality dred of omership, te
judge by acoounts of the river from other sources. Cemden speesks of
"the Awbeg, Spenser's Mulls, noted for exocellert fish runs neer it,"
(mmm)l It {s Interesting to note that Camien subetitutes Epenser's
neme Mulle for the original neme of the river on his map of Irelamd. A
Mernztrml guide states that the streem is stil) imown for ft= fine
trout.
The "three renowned bretheren”, the Shure, the Newre, and the

. Berrow, are three rivers which flow intd‘?amm Huboure Only the
Newre {Bore) of these thres rises in tis £lieve Bloem Mountains, but
Spenser indlicates that all three originate in the Nountain., Keightley
mmmtt&umisﬁmtotsiuhrmht&hh&rﬂdmm

W. Cemden, DPritannie, Vole. IVe<p 276
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1
sis. Spenser may have preserved the old ides purpesely in order to

use the legend of the origin of the rivers.

The “wide erbayed Mayrs" is the Kemmare river, which, as
Keightley says, " is no riverzut 2ll, but & bay oF arm of the ses run-
ning up to Kenmare in Kerry". The Bandon is lnown by the same name
teday, snd so also is the Lee, which |

"1ike an Nand fayre
Enoloseth Corke with his devided flood.”
Cork today has grown out ento the msinland, dut in Spenser's day moet
of the oity wes probebly on the fsland. This is that sems river Lee
on which Follente and Munera met their fate.

The "baleful Oure” presents the most difficult problem.
 Henley, on the suthority of Joyoe, dslieves that it “represents the
Avondbeg flowring through Glermmlure, where Bgamu- doubtless wiinessed
thet dienster to the English army in 1580." EKeightley's identiffostion
is quite different. In Smith's Egrry, he says, he discovered the fol-
lowing pessege! "This river (the Many~wnow Meine in Kerry) riseth near
Castle Islandseeesstnd receives a strosm oalled the Prown Fleskessess
This latter is considersbly sugrented by another called Owrench.”

"All ceemed now plein enough, but Dr. Rowen ssevred me thet to his
oertein knowledge there was no such stream, ‘but,! said he, "mey 1t
1
Oiraldus Cambrewels, Historical Worksw.p 23
Three neble rivers, then, riss at the foot of the Blendine
NMomtains (B1iath Bladheve, Slieve Bloom): they are oalled the Three

Eisters becanre they received their nemes from three sisters. These
are the Berits (Barrow), the Byrus (Rore)ecsscsond the Suyrus (Suir)...”

2
Ts &i@tlﬁy, OPDe ofit.

3
P. Henley, op. oit., p 92
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not be the Prown Plesk iteelf whose nems in Irish is Ouan-ruadh,
Brown Biver?® This wes quite decisive! Ouanerwadh (pronounced Ouane
roo) becare Oure just as Ouanwbeg 3id Awbeg end Auan-ree, Aubrian.
Though our post's lines ere slways strictly decasyllebic, he may have
pronownoed here Oure as it is ut the cmssure. In “statined with tloed’
there may bs an allusion to the nmme of the river, as well as to the
engagement of t1c English with the fellowers of the Barl of Desmond
whose chief abode wes in this euma."l There is same support for
both thearies, but neither seems oompletely satisfactorys

Of al1 thess rivers, Allo and "Mulle mine” were dearest to
the poet’s heart, They were familiar from leng soquaintance, for they
flowed nesr Kllocolman oastle where the poet lived, Spanser's frequent
celebration of thees streams attests his love of thems One Instance ie
found in the lay of

"Nulla faire and bright
Unto whose bed false Bregog whylome stole
Thet Shepherd Colin 414 condole,”

Bregeog is thet small river of the seme neme which flows on the east of
Kilcolman to join the Awbeg on ite ocourse toward the Blaclwater. The
fact that Bregog must stesl wndergrouwd to his beloved te elude 014
Pather licle who has destined his daughter for the luckless Allo, is en
allusion to the fact that the Bregog sinks from sight for about twe
miles in iis sourse, leaving the bel quite dry sewe in rainy weather.
“The Irish name deceitful {Bregog) is said to heve been derived from

1
Ts Keightley, op.cit.
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1
the faot that it is 1lable to sulden snd dsngerous fleods.”

014 Pather Vole receives more attention in the Mytability
Cantos when Epenser descrides the trial of the Titaness. By the "Mele",
Spenser meant the Ballyhours Hills, part of the Osltes Range, which
circled to the north of Rlloolman, The poet pute all his love of the
hills in their spring attire into these lines:

* M ¥ole himself, to honowr her the more,

Did deck himself in freshest faire sttire,

And his high heed, that seemeth slwaies hore),

¥ith herdened froets of former winter's ire,

He with an Osken girlond now did tire,

4Ag 1f the love of some now Nymph late seens,

Had in hin kindled youthfull fresh desire,

And mede hinm change his grayo:hurotogrm,

£ gentle Mole! such joyanoe hath the well baseensi"

(e, VII, 11)

The Mutability Cantos contain the lezend of curse upen Arlo
hill "the higheet 11 (in all men's sight) of my old Father Mole",
"Who knows not Arlo M111" ories the poet, and indesd there were few
in Ireland who 41d not imeow it, end it wes not unimown in Englend.
Fumerous refersnces te Aberlow, fbarlo, Harlow end Herlo in the mtt
records of the m;e show 1t to have Leen notorious as the dwelling of
the Irish rebels, Spenser means by it "the highest part of the Galtsc

1
P, M‘y‘ OPa Gitt"‘w 88-87

2
Cfe Ro Holinshed, Chroploleg—VI--p 462
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renge below which to the north through & glen or defils runs’the river
_ Aberlov’. Geltymore, the swwmit, rises, with precipioce and gully, more
than 3000 feet uigre the pleinz of Tipperary, end is soan far and wide.
It was comnected with the "greet wood®, the wild reglon of forest, moune
tain and bog, which stretched helf asvoss ¥imster from the Suir to the
Shwmm.?l |

In this passage Epenser celebrates the love of twe cther Munster
rivers, MNolama, daughter of Hole and sister of Mulle, " a fairer flood
may no man ses”, loved Panchin or the Funcheon, a tributary of the Black-
water, east of the Avbege MNolamna 1s a tributery of the Mumcheon known
as the Behenaghe It hax been sald that Spenser got his namo by e elever
oenbination of Mole with the last two syllables of Bohmugh.z v

The passages considered thus far contain personification ef
hills and rivers that Spenser knew. Fven more significant then these
legends, though much more difficult of definite identification are the
mrm similes and desoriptions which suggest specifically or more re~
motely ths Irish landscepe. Spenser knew the nuture of Yreland much det-
ter than that of Englend, In Pngland his l1fe seems io heve been mainly
wban, save for his irip north efter leaving Cemdridge. A study of the
descriptions he uses will show that, on the whole, those taken from real
life and nature rather than from the clessics amd pegeents and tapestiries,
are clearly Irish in tonc and color.

One of the most vivid similes in the Faorle Qucons, as well as
1
B, W, Chwrch, op. cit. p 172
2

Pe Benley, op, oit. p 901
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one of the most easily located is found in Book II, oante ix, stanse 1s.
Arthur and Guyon ars beset by a “thousand villeins” outside the ocastle
of Alma,

"As when a swarme of gnats at evontide

Out of the fermes of Allan do arise

Thols muwmvring smell {(rompets sounden wide

Whiles in the aire their olusiring ermy flies

That as & clovd doth seeme to dim the skies:

Yo man nor beast may rest, or teke repast,

For their sharp woundes, end noyous injuries

411 the flerce Northeme wind with blustring blast

Doth blew them gquite mway, and in the Ocesn ocast."
Bo wvivid hm.ﬁthimdmmnngunnuﬂthinmﬁmtu do
not nsed to be told that the poet &n his New Abbey residence wes quite
neer the Bey of Allan, to recognise that personal experience inspired it.

The tide at the mouth of the Shannon has slresdy been mentioned.
Many of Spenser's descriptions of forests are colored by his
knowledge of the Munster woods. The narrow ford "in the covert” where
Timias was trapped by the foresters is typical of many such Irish stresms
"with thieks wools over grome”. Belphoebe's abode where Timims is healed
of his womnds is a scewwhat glorified piloture drewn from the woodland
haunts which Spenser kmv-»l
“in a pleasant glade
Mth mowntains round aw snvironed,

1

T. Keightley, Epenser the Foet of Ireland--Notes and Queries—-IV--7
Ap. 15, 181
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Ao mighty woods, which 414 the valley shade,

And 1ike s stately theatre it mede,

Spreading itselfe into a spatious plaine.

And in the midst a little river plaide

Emongat the pumy stenes, which seem'd to plaime

With gentle murmure, that his course they did restraine.

Egside the same a dainty plece thers lay

Planted with mirtle trees and laurels greene

In whioch the birds sang meny & lovely lay

Of gods high prayse, and of their loves sweet teene

As it had been en esrthly Paradise.” '

(111, v, 39.40)
Benley has suggested the parsilel of Ouyon's weysge to the

Bower of Blise to the voyage north from th® Eermare River around the
Eerry Coast. It ssems more probable that Epenser's soenery there came
rimarily from the legend of Brendan and other "imrame” and the emm..l
The fast that Brendan is supposed to have started from thic oirt vemld
explain the simllarities of Spenser's islends snd seas to the Irish
ooast, Spanser doubtless did know semething of this pert of Irelend
sinoe he visited Bmerwick with Orey. We have no assurance, however,
%thmzmmwupmmt,mdmtmﬂdgemﬁw
second hand., The faet that the Bower is plevced in a labe rather than &n

1
Cf. pp 113-117

2 ,
P, Henley, ops oit.—pp 114-117
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the sea may owe somsthing to Spenser's intense admiration of the Kil-
larney lekes which he may have visited on this same expedition, tui
this teo is somewhat doubiful. The vividness of the picture of the
Bower and of Phasdria's Island, however, is perhape dhe to the fact that,
though the poet was drewing from legendary sources, he himself had seen
almost similar places of sxquisite besuty which enabled him to peint
detalls oconvinoingly end eencretely. In such s passage it is impossible
to separate line from 1ine, saying "this 1s Celtle; that is classical”.
' The remarksble fusion of elements in Spenser's imaginetion makes this
irpossidble. The signifiocant point is that one of the elements which was
fused was Irish. |

There are many descriptions of storms en land and gea which are
among Spenser's most forceful similes. Buch storms are not peculier to
Ireland slons, nor is the sea around Ireland different from any other ﬁn.
We suppose, however, that with the trip to Ireland Spenser becars soquaint-
ed with the sem. Yruguent chamnel trips provided him with his imowledge
of the Irish channel, and the poet was often on or near the sea at Kil-
ocolmsn, Cork, Dublin, Bmerwick, L&mriek}.l -

" It will de noticed on close examination that in the second pert
of the Feerie Queene the reflections of Irelﬁﬂ become more definite snd
mere mumercus than in the first three bocks. The Bag of Allan is the enly
Irigh place name whioh cocurs in the first three books in contrast to the
multitude of Irish rivers, hills and towns mentioned in the later books.
It is evident thet Spenser learned to know and love the oountry more on
lenger soguaintence, end his interest in Irish mtmﬁ grew ever stronger.

1l
cf. Wx, xi, 21l==II, viii, 48--II,6 xii, 10, 18, 33-.I11I,
iv, } s iv, T==IV, 3, 42-48
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During the first yeers in Ireland, Spenser was mainly in or near Dublin.
*"While he would thus have aoquired an excellent gemersl knowledge of
Ireland, he was not in a position to soguire an intimate familierity
with any perticular locality, In the Mw, however, he was in
wninterrupted occupation of & permanent heme, and enjoying a comperative
leisure which would emsble him to explore the whole of the neighboring
0OMtryeesses In the first thres beoks of the Faerie Queene the genius
&gnmmt,mmymwmumormm,
but in many speeific umim;im in the second portion of the poem, on
the other hand, the soensry and the assooiations of Kilcolman and the
south of Ireland colow the whole textuwre of his work and the ommncluding
books abound in pessages wherein not all the poet's idealiem nor the veil
of his elaborate allegery oan concesl tho influmence of his sctusl swr-
roundings, mmmltm of his fancy and the form in which thst
fancy foumd expression,”

A, C, 'Im, OPe olt,



CHAPTIR V

IRIBH LEOEXD IN THE PAERIE QUERNE




CHAPTER ¥

IRISH LEGEND IR THE FAFRIE QUEENE

The subjest of Bpenser's dett to Celtic literaturs snd legend
4w intensely interesting, but here we have to deal slmost entirely with
cenjesture. In the Yiow of the Present State of Ireland, Spenser gives
ovidence of his knowledge of Irish history and legend through hie study
of the English, latin and Irish authorities. Moreover, concerning Irish
literatare, Ircnssus sayx, "I have caused diverse of them (Irish poems)
to be translated wnto me that I might wunderstand them; and surely they
savoured of sweete witi and good invention, bui sidlled not of the
goodly ornamentes of Foetrye! yet were they sprinkled with some pretty
flowers of theyr own neturall devise, which gave geod grace and comliness
wito them, the which it is greate pittye to see soe sbused to the greeing
of wickedness and vice, which would with good usage serve to beautifye
and adorne vm'l According to his own statement Epenser was eogusint.
od with the lors of Irelend as told by itz own Bards mdehrmlclars.z

Whether Bpenser inewr these writings in ithe original or not we
do not know, for we carmot be oertain whether Spenser inew Gaelic. The
faot that he had the poems trsnslated would imply that he did not, We
know that he would never have doigned to use the Irish languege as meny

1
Yiew, p 791

2
Tvid, p 778
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1
Anglo-Irish did in their daily cenversationss On the other hend, it

would seem strange if a man of Spenser's intellect should live in e
oomntiry for eighteen years and meke no attempt to becoms acgusinted
with the mative languege, especially at a time when the Renmissance
lmofhmhghn&?m@tmttongw into some degres of pepularity
in the Fnglish court. The Irish terms used in the View imply e slight
inowledge of Gaelic, btut it is prodably as Draper seys that "Spenser’s
knowledge ;f linguistios wes sedly narrow, especially of Celtic line
guistios”. Spenser's om statemsnt indicates that, even if he knew
Gaelic, he 4id not feel himself accurate encugh to yierstend the
real meaning of ths worke The important faot, after all, is that he
knew the poems and legends, whether in the original or in tr@hum.
We do not know either, who transiated the poems for Spenser,
Tt has been suggested that it was Roche's bard, Tedby, who instructed
Spenser in the lore of Irehm!.‘ Henley believes that the Teig Olyves
mentioned ig the records of Spenser’s 1itigetion with Boche is this |
seme Tadby, In that cess, we have evidence of the poet’s aequeintance
with the bard, Other opportunitiss to learn the legends of the land

1

Yiew, p 768

2

P, Henley, ope. cit, p 100
3

Js W, Draper, “Spenser's Linguistios in the Present State of Ireland”
Mgdern Philology=XVIl-=1919wepp 471-486

4
K. 8‘ VQ :m'

B .
P. Honley, op. cit. p 88wnote 47
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wers rumerous. Spenser's soguaintence with the Farl of Ormond, whose
castle at Kilkermy he ocelsbrates e the Irirh home of the Muses, must
have provided him with meny oppertunities to gather Irish lore from

tards and minetrels. MNorcover, from the esrlieet daye, Ireland hes HE

been a land of hero end falry tales, snd hardly s brook or hill is
“without its history. Travelling through the land as he 314, Epenser
oould not have failed to heer of the gode end sainte and fairy folk 7
who once peopled Brin, The references to the Pouls and the hobgoblins
sbout Kiloolman in the Epithalerdon ehow & knowledge of the folk
logends of his own disirict at loact,

Spenser's strange method of mingling widely diversified
elements in his work makes a consideration of his sources very difffcult.
"Distinotions of classical and romantic, encient and molern, secred and
profane, have no meening for him, Where others distinguish, he is only
comsclous of the mity of all that has errested the humen fmaginetion.
The solectic method is pursued alike in the mein wesving of his plet,
in ite incldental emdellisiment, in the similes end sllusions that en-
rich his style and drive home his imaginative emptian.'l Thus, in
the consideration of the influence of Irish legend on Spemser, we do
not mean %o imply that the Celtic sources are the only cnes for these
certain pessagss, nor indeed, in many ceses, the most importent ones.
Ouwr purpese is to show that they form an integral pert of that beokw
ground from whieh Spenser wove his Fairy land and ereated his “Enights
‘of the Naydenhed" . 7

One of the most outstending parallels to CeltSc legend in the

1
E, de Selinocourt, introduction to Qxford Edition~-p lvi



68

Fasrie Quesns has been treated very sdequately by Miss Whitney in her
comparison of the journey of Guyon te the Bower of Bliss with the old
legend of Bt. Brmol 8t. Brenden was en Irish menk of the sixth
eentury (484~577) who wes known se one of the Twelve Saints of Frin,
and who founded the monastery of Clowfert. He mede two voysges in
searech of "the mystericus land far from human ken” which he finally
reached on the second jowrdy. His experiences were celsbrated in the
Celtic Imrsm Brendain which wae later widely inown in the more elab-
orate latin version, The Navigtio Brendeni. The saint's legend beoens
s0 populer that it was translated into French and English. It soems
probable that gponur used the English prose version Imown as The
Seolden Legend, |

This would seem, probably, sn indireet influence from Ireland,
but the story tum was ultimately Celtie, and even in the medieval
versions, it retains many of the conventions of the Irish 'W.‘

The genersl character of the two voysges is similar. Brendan
and the Pelmer are parasllel throughout, in that they warn sgainst dengers,
dispel marauvders and keep the bteat in a streight course teward the island

1

Lois Whitney, - %mu&o cfmhiteutnm orh‘mlinthc
'Faerie Queene'” ~-Modes _ p 143-162

"The imrem is » sea voyage tale in which a here accompenied
by & few companions, wanders about from island to island, meets ethw-
world adventures mq'bare and finally returns to his mt!:n 1and," o=
W, ¥o Tarall, "Vorgil's Aeneid end the Irish 'Imrema*”—lodern Philelegy
XVen191Teepp 656-52
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goal, The dangers encountered are somewhat alike, Both parties pass
wandering isles, but Suyon hwrries by, while Brendan and his men step
end disenderk, only to learn that the "islend” is & monstrous fish.
Brendan's ship is followed by & whale "castynge so moche
water out of his meuth into the shyppe that they supposed to have
dromed”. Then s ewarm of fish swround the boat “so thicks that wne
neth they might see the water for the fysshes”. Ouyen hes only one
oncounter with sea monsters but Whitney points out that this one op@o
sode inoorperates the features of both of these in the legend.
"Suldeine they see from midst of all the Maine,
The surging weters like a mountaine rise
Apd the great sea puft up with prowd disdeine
To swell above the measure of his guise, ’
" fs threatning to devoure all that his powre dispise,”
(11, xi1, 21)
Then followed the multitude of fish, monsters in this case, that eromd
arcund the beat, Both parties were afraid, but the fish were dispersed
in the one case when the Saint said a mass, in the other when the Falm-
er smote the waters with his "vertuous steffe”.
As Brendsn neared his goal, s "derks myst" enveloped the ship
and the men were bedly frightened. So, on Ouyon's voyage
"Suddeinly a grosse fog overspred
With his 4ull vapowr all that desert has
And heavens oﬁuan face emveloped
That all things ons, and ane as nothing was
And this great wniverse seem'd one confused mes."
(11, x11, 34)
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Aod they "feared to wender in that wasteful mist”. This mist is o
wery common convention of otherworld fslsnds, When Cormsk approaches
the land of Nanenen he finds it swrounded in mist, and the Pée who -
summons Bran to the otherworld declares that en “exquisite haze” hengs
over !tf A

Brondan®s destination is the Lend of Byheest, & sonventional
otherworld, and the Bower of Bliss hes mwch in common with 1t, though
Bpenser has alapted the parsaiiese intc a lovely land of temptation teo
seTve the purpese of his allegory, and hes made the Pee & wicked en-
chantress, Acrasis. Both lends ere islands, s typloally Celtic note
in contrast to the mouniain used by Tasse, probtebly of Orientel origin.
The Juxuriant verdure, the flowers snd rich fruits end music ere cormen
to both islands, | |

Other ‘fuatum of the Bower of Bliss are foumd in other Celiie
acoounts of the Fairy Otherworld. 7The wall of the Bower was thin and
besutiful, and the gate wae of ivory, in places “"with gold boiprirk’hd"
(11, =45, 43, 45)s. The Celtic islande are wswally walled, and often
with gold and silver, In the Yoyags of Masldwne, one island has four -
walls, gold, silver, brass, and crystal. Teigme, sen °§ Cien, visits the
inis Patmos whioch has both silver and golden palisedes.

In the Poreh, Ouyon and the Pelmer sew

“an embracing vine

1 |

Ls Ho Oray, Mythelogy of al) RacesmeIIZwpp 115-118
2 .

Le Whitney, op. eit,

3

L. Whitney, op. offe
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Whose bownohes hanging downe, seemed to entice

A11 passers by, to tast their lushious wine

Jnd 414 themselves into their hemis insline,

As freely offering to be gathered:

Some despe empwrpled as the Hyseint,

Bome as the Bubine, laughing sweetly red,

Soms 1like feire Bmsraudes, not yet well ripensds"

(11, x84, 64)

Meeldwne and his men visited the Island of Red Berries where thoyfmmﬂi
"great red berries which yislded an interiosting and slumberous juice”.
nmmwummmummd;mmmkbmwm
the prophecy 4o Coun the Hwndred Pighter.

The whole landscape of the Isle of the living is in the Bower
of Fiisse As in thal lend which Teigne sought, so here are "delicate wools
with empurpled tree tope fringing the delightful streamst there is mar-
velous minsirelsy of birds, a wonderful fregrance; there are lusolous
grapes, superlatively ba&gtim women, and rich worlmenehip in gold, sile
ver and procious jewels.”

Phasdria’s island which Guyon hed visited earlier is another
exemple of the same Irish otherworld, "Magh Mell) "Isle of the Living",
*Isle of Joy", "Isle of Truth”", or'land of Mensren”, as it is varicusly
ealled. The beauly of the place, the fragrance distilled from the flowers,

1

T W, Rolleaten, JMyths and legends of the Celtic Bace
2 %

P, Henley, op. cit. pp 117-118
3

L. Whitney, ope cit.
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the bird songs, the shady dnle and grassy plain,=--all recall the Land
of the Living.

Phasdria herself is a £1t inhabitant for the Celilc othere
worlde 8he 1s essentlaliy the fée who falls in love with a mortel and

: 1l
lures him from the world of men to her magic isle. In the legend of

Comnla of the Golden Hair, & lady comes to Comnla to tell him of her
fair sbode, |
"A land of youth, & land of rest
A land from sorrow free
It 1les far off in the golden rgst
On the wverge of the ssure sea.”
Like Phesdrie, the lady hed e megic boet "a ewift canoce of crystal
bright”, in which Cownla finelly salled evay, and wes never seen sgain,
Phasdria's snallor ship
"Nore swift than swallow sheres the liquid skie
Withouten care or Pllote it to gulde
© Or winged canves with the wird to flie
Wuhtwmdtpin,m_hymw,
It out wray wpen the ylelding weve
¥e cared she her course for to apply;
For 1t was taught the way, which she would have
And both from rocks and flats itselfe could wisely
save.” (IX, vi, 6)

1

E, Greenlmw, “Spenser's Pairy Mythology"—Etudles in Phllelogy

2
E, Greenlsr, op. oit.
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The fairy bost is wsually wonderfully endowed. The Boat of Mansnan,
son of Lir, "inew & man's thoughte and would travel whitherscover he
T |

lorasia 1kwwise is a foe, found by Guyen with her mertal
lover, Greenlaw has pointed ocut ether uses of the fés motif in the
Fegrie Qysene. One is in Arthwr's vision of the Faerie Quesne. "A
féo is enamoured of a young knight, mppesrs to him in & visioneecece
and effers him her love. Usually they are at onoe wnited and the lover
warned not to tell anyons @s his ‘amie’ cevees If he dhoh‘gs"uu
his smie disappears and he searches for her for a long time." Arthur's
vision and his long, fruitless search for his queen seem truly Celtio
in tone and treatment. -

In the Irish legend, to yleld to the fée le rether desirable
then otherwise. The tale of Collen and his resistance against the
charms of Owyn ab Fad is ene of the mmxmgvgsmhmmtm-
good men is not ons who yields to the fairy folk, Spenser wses the
fée a8 & sharming and evil enchentress in nearly every cese, Radigund
is & wicked fée who offers the knight love or threlldom if he refuses.

In snother parallsl which Greenlew mentions there is no tewp-
tetion mentioned. The mother of Prismond, Dismond snd Triamond, Spenser
states definitely, was & Fay, Moreover

| "she had the skill

1
Te W, Rolleston, ops cite~=p 113

2
E, Greenlsr, op. clt.

3
E. Greenlaw, op. oit.
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Of secret things and all the pewres of nelure

Which she by srt could use unto her will

And to her mine bind emch living oreature

Through seorst wnderstanding of their feature.”
Her beauty, her skill in leech craft, her goodly stature sre all in
beeping with the conventional fée, TNer memer of living in the forests
tnstesd of on an island differentistes her from the other fées we have
conaidered, but sho is still of the zame race. She is of the Sidhe
folk, “the good poople”™ who tho Irish pessents deolare still live in
their green hilis. They are not the tiny fairies like Shmkmwspears's,
but beings of mejestic stature, the people of the goddess Dane, called
Tuath Do Dansan, who held Ireland for many yearse. Finally they were
aomuby&. sons of ¥iled, the Gaels. "But as to the Tuathe De
Dansen, after they were beaten, they would not go under the swey of the
sons of Miled but they weni swsy by themselves. And beosuse Yansnen,
son of 14r, understood all enchantments, they left it to him to find
places for them where they would be safe from their enemies. 8o he
chese out the most beewtiful Mlls and velleys of Ireland for them to
settle in} end he put hidden walls about them, that no men conld see
MMMMeMSWﬂdmwmaﬁmfaﬁro@ 7_
'khlm."l Then “when Menenen had foumd places for all the Tumtha De Dansan
to live in, he himself left Ireland and went to dwell in & comntry beyend

2
the ses,”—the land of the Living. Prom this land care the fées who

) §
2
Ibvid, p 100
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sumoned Bran snd Cormak and others to their islands. Thus the foes
are all originally Tuatha De Danasnw~both thoss of the magie hills and
those of the magic isles.

Greenlaw cites Wentz who thinks that the mother of the tires
warriors may have been suggested by the story of a partiouler fee of
Irish legend. "The Ferl of Desmond one day saw AMne, s fés, combing
her heir on the bank of the river Carmog near Lough Our. Fascinated
wwmy;mmmmxorurwmhm;;mmermom.
From this union was born the enchanted here Geroid,” The perellel in
sitoation and setiing seems convineinge.

The episode in whioh Calidore watohes the Uraces dancing e«
round Roeslind to the masic of Colin's pips is amother reminiscence of
the Bidhe legends, "All the detalls, eethe fairy hill, far off from
hwsan patlsrey, guarded by fairies egainet the epproach of snything une
cleant the faliry musie heard from a great dMstence; the humdred dancers,
the fee herself in the center of the group; the disappearance st the
spprosch of & mortel not inttiated into the wgwioa of the fairy folk-
all these sre commonplaces in folk tradition.”

There are many less distinct reflections of legendary lere in
the Faerie Queens which are still worthy of note. For instence, the
neme "Una” is that of a feiry queen of Irelsnd, but it is not certatn
that Spenser got his name from this fairy. Britomert in her armer is
much like the Irish war goddess Mache "with her red gold halr gathered
1 ‘

E» Greenlaw, op. sit.

g
E, Greenlew, op. cit.
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Snto her helmet”, Macha was moreover, s pattern of perfect chastity
ke MMI The resemblance of the hags, Fuwvy end Detrasotion to t.!za
three ‘errible daughters of a chief of the Tuathe has been pointed out.
The three sisters hed “coerse heads of halr all dishevelled; their eyes
rhowy and redly bleared; their three mouths black and deformed, and in
the gums of each evil women of them a set of sharpest venomous and cwved
fenga; their thres bony necks meiniaining their heads wpon these furmide
‘able beldanssj their six srms exiracrdinarily leng while the hideous and
brutish neil that garnished every finger of theirs resembled the thiocks
butted, sharpetipped oxhorn; six bandy m..mgua them, and in
their hands they had three hard and pointed distaffe.” The ressmblance
to Bpenser's hags with their rogged looks, dull eyes, deformed mouths
with leathery lips, their long nails like "puttocks clawes”, end their
distaffs, is certeinly marked.

Henley remarks the simllarity of Timias' fight at the ford te
the fight of Ferdlad at the ford with Cuchulein, but the eimilerity ends
with the faot that the setting is at the ford, and that Ferdisd fs forced
to fight by a threat of disgrace, [wobably a 1ittle like Despetto or Devetioe.

Likewise, the visit of Thymnis to Satyrane in the forest (I, vi, 21)
i only slightly like the visit of Muirna to her son Fiwn. Only the fast
that & mother, eseparated from her son, visits him in his forest homs oan
suggest the parallel whioh Henley mentions.

1
P, Honley, ops oit. p 113

2
Ibiﬁ, pe 124

s ,
Thid



T

The picture of Lust (IV, vii, 5-7) iz a masterpiece of grotes~
querie suggesting some pad dream or a monster from falry land. Though
he derives from other sources also, he owes something to the olassic
Celtis monstere. "In the Mabinogion, in the Story of Kilweh snd Olwen,
Gwewyl, son of Owested had 1ips so large that he oould drop one below
his waists, and cover his head with the ottmr.’x

These resemblances serve to show thet, although the refleotion
is scostimes vague end the parallel unceriain, Spenser sbserbed rmch of
the stmosphere and feeling of the lore of Erin, Celtic gods and fairies
eppear in his Facrie Queens, edapted to the elle ory, but still preserve
ing much of thes charscteristic features of the oﬁ#nih.

1
Le Whitney, op, cit,
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CHAPTIR VI
CONCLUS ION

The precedins chapters have been an attompt to show that
‘- Ireland exeroised a very definite influence on Bpenser, and to point
out the gpecific evidences of that inllwence in the Faerie Cueens.
These evidences heve been consldored under four hesdse e first dise
cussed the politleal policy of subjectlion which Spenser advocates in
his defense of Lord Crey an? sought to prove thet this pelicy was the
netural result of the post's intimate conneotion with the government
as an official of the orown. Considered in the light of the prewelent
govermmentel pollcies of Spenser’s ege, the situation of Ireland, and
the necessity for lmmediate and decisive actlon, the poet's position
1s understendetle. Mis diegnosis shows keen judgment and thorough
study of the fmots. If he was a champlion of Fnglend's deminion before
he oame to Ireland, his exporiences intensified his opinions and gave
them body, meling his conviotion so streng that the last books of the
Pagrio Queene, ns well as his prose trmots, ring with his ory for dee
oisive ection to Insure Iroland for the orom. ‘
In the sscond plece, we considered the effect of Spenser's
sxperienves in Treland on the genoral conceptien ef the Faerie Gyeens
and mentioned meny of the conorote details drewn from the Irish wars
which give color and vitelity to the narratives True Fnpglishmen that
he was, Spenser ssw in Ireland a contest between good and evil not mwne
13ie that which he wes recounting im his pesm. 5S¢ it happens very



™.

maturally that the knights of the Meydenhood are Englishmen who do
bdattle against the powers ofwll,unyofmma‘whd‘w
semblance to the Irish rebels. Other native types besides the redel
soldiers are also distinguishables We believe that Spenser’s waried
experisnces in war~torn Ireland provided him with e wealth of graphic
details which give body and vividness to his taleswea sort of reslim
which he could hardly have attained in Fngland. |

Thirdly, we have sham how much of the tepegraphy of Ireland
has becomw  part of Fairy Lend. Definite place names ooowr in several
passages, and in others wo find more or less definite allusions to
Irish soenery, particulsrly thet which the poet knew best in Munsters
Daring hie yesrs at Xiloolmsn Spenser omme to Iknow Bature intimstely,
and not merely through the speetaclss of literary convention, He
fourd the wild besuly of the land, magnifioent even in ruin, s it set~
ting for his narrative, and he malkes an ever inoreasing use of it in his
descriptions of Gloriana's realm. Thus, snother hit of realism to be
found in Bpemser's fanciful world mey be atirilwted to the influsnce of
Ireland.

Lastly, it seems probabls that Spenser imew much of the legend
and histery of Ireland, and certain passages ir the Fasrie Queseps heve
decided Celtic note. Fees and mmsters resemble soms of those beings
whe peopls the legendary Ireland, and their megic dwellings and their
enchantoents are somsthing like those which are commen in Celtic lore.

:tma&ummmumgmmﬁmm.
trace of the land where most of &t wes written, especially when that
Mmmht#mmhmofrmmaﬁmm. The fast that
tbuﬂnﬁmof!nhndmmumuﬂnhhmm-
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dicate & growing interest in the cowmtry. Ae Spenser becewe bhetter
eoguainted with i, he fell more and more under its charm, snd so
sbsorbed the atmosphere of the plece, that he used Irish materiel in
his nerretive as frequently and as unconsoicusly es he earlier used

his classical scurces, He took from Ireland both besuty and terror,
both legend and 1ife, both the real world of men, arnd the fantastic land
of gods and fairies, Thus far ktghﬂay is completely justifted in
oelling him "the poot of Ireland”, for Ireland, more then Pngland, is
refleoted in hie tale, But wo must not forget, for the poet never 414,
that he was an Englishman, If he sew and efmired Ireland and its tre-
ditions, he never beomms an Irishmen in any sense of the word, Hie
point of view was oonsistently English, and his dream was of an English
Ireland which he hoped would some éay be realiszed.

1

T. Koightley, “Spenser, the Post of Ireland”--Notes and Queriss—
| IV, T--dpril 15, 1971
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