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PREFACE

This study was inspired by a statement in the louisville Public

School Survey, 1943, in which Dr. George A. Works said,

Programs of adult education are exceedingly im-

rortant in the modern community. The nature of

modern life and the demands for coantinuous educa~

tion and training sugzest the need for school

gervice in this area., Following the war, the de-

mand will undoubtedly be very great, Louisville

would do well to assign definite staff time for

development of basic plans in this aresa,
The writer was connected with the Works Progress Administration
Adult Education Program as teacher from 1935 to 1937, and as
principal of the Adult Night High School from 1937 until it
closed in June, 1943, She was assistant principal of the Adult
Night High School at Ahrens Trade School 1943-1944, It is with
pleasure that she has undertaken this study, and it 1is her one
hope that some small benefit to the people of Louisville will
accrue from its pages; and that a greater insight into the needs
and satisfactions of adults, and the ways and means of obtaining

these through education may be her share in the results of this

study,

The purpose of the study shall be to find out more about adult
education; ite growth and philosophy; what has been done under

public schools systems in other cities, and what can be done %o

improve the educational opportunities offered adults in louisville,



It will cover general education of elementary and secondary level
for white adults only, and will leave the programs now conducted
by the University of Louisville, the Negro Night School, and the

private agencies for other studies,

Through records of what has been done in Louisville; studies of
programs8 under public school systems in other cities; interviews
with persons interested in education; and the philosophy of adult
education, -~ the writer will try to show the background for a
program of adult education in Louisville today; the growth of in-
terest; impetus gained through the Federal Government Program; the
need for the work in ILouisville; and possibilities for extending

the opportunities offered adults in Louisville.

The sources of data used ares publications of the American Asso=-
ciation of Adult Education; books and articles contriouted by
leaders in this field of education; annual reports and records of
the Iouisville Board of Education; materials furnished by the State
Director of WPA Bducation; information gained by interview; news-
paper articles; and data which the writer has gathered during her

coanection with the adult education program.

The study will try to show possivilities for greater service through
& program of education for adults in the elementary and secondary

school levels,



vi

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The writer is deeply indebted to Dr. J.J. Oppenheimer, Head of the
Depariment of BEducation, for his valuable instruotion and patient
guidance. Appreciation is due President E. W. Jacobsen, who gave
graclous assistance in the form of suggestions and materials., Miss
Kathryn Krest, secretary to the Superinteandent of the Louisville
Public Schools, gave kindly aid to the writer in locating data

through the Annual School Board Reports,

Especially is the writer grateful to Prof. F.¥. Stamm, Director of
the Division of Adult Education of the University of louisville, for

" his assistance and encouragement,

Lastly, she wishes to acknowledge the valuable aid given by iir.
Linsey E. Allen, former Director of WPA Education in Kentucky.
Without his kindly aid, his materials, aad his interest, this study

could not have been completed,



CHAPTER I

BACKGROUNDS FOR THE STUDY OF AN ADULT PROGRAM

Programs of adult education are based on the recognition of the
fact that the individual does not obtain in a few years of school=-
ing all the intellectual equipment needed for & successful life,
and that more or less continuous efforts must be made toward a con=-
scious process of learning. James Truslow Adams, in his book Fron-

tiers of American Culture, saids

Adulthood i8 not merely a matter of age. 4 person of
thirty may have a mental age of a child of ten. The
menta) age of one who may be an adult in years is part-
1y a matter of natural ability, partly of early eaviron=-
ment, partly of experience, and partly of other factors,

For the purpose of definition we link the word "adult™
with the word "education" -= adult, meaning a person .
who has passed beyond the age at which he would ordi-
narily have had education in school ~=- education, mean-
ing anything which can be taught to an individual to
help him develop his various abilities to their fullest
capacitye

Bducation should lead an adult to & more satisfying life,
should assist the growth of his personality, prepare him
for intelligent citigenship and make him feel that he is
a person and not a slave, not a mere cog in the vast
machine of modern life., 1

In America the plan for adult education dates from the early days
of the Republic, and took the form of lyceums, mechanic institutes,

and later chautaugua. College extension classes for adults began

1 Adams, James Truslow, Frontiers of American Culture, "A Study
of Adult Education In A Democracy”. (Charles Scribner's

Sons, 1944) pp. 2,7.



about 1891, the continuation school developed later, and in 1914 the
Smith-Yever Act of Congress provided agriculture extension services
to adults, © The American public school adult education movement

began following the first world war. ©

The movement of adult education was greatly accelerated by the find=-
ings of an investigation made by Professor Edward L. Thorndike and

his associates, with respect to the ability of adults to learn. In
a chapter called "New and Variant Forms of Educational Servicej from

the book The American Education System, 1940, John Dale Russell, FPro-

fessor of Bducation, and Charles H. Judd, Professor Emeritus of Edu-
cation, both of the University of Chicago, make the following state=-

ments

It has long been mistakenly assumed by most people that
the ability to leara diminishes rapidly after adoles-
cence, and that the adult would slways find great diffi-
culty in undertaking a program of study. Thorndike and
others have shown, gquite contrary to the general assump=-
tion, that the ability to learn does not decrease with
adulthood, that, so far as capacity is concerned, the
average adult is probably more able to learn than the
average child in the elementary school. Such findings
have served to stimnlate greatly the whole program of
adult education and to encourage many adulis to undertake
programs of study. 4

2 Cartwright, Morse Adams, Ten Years of Adult Education (The Mac-
millan Company, 1935) p. 119

3 Bryson, Lyman, Adult Education, {(American Book Company, 1936)
Chapter X, p. 130

4 BRussell, John Dale, and Judd, Charles H., The American Educational
System, (Houghton Mifflin Company, 1940) p. 364




In the Encyclopedia of Educational Research there is an article by
Floyd L.Resch on the scientific measuresent of adult intelligence in
which there is the following informations

In reviewing researches in this area, intelligence is
defined as "that which intelligence tests measure",
Within the limits implied by this gqualification, the
research appears to justify the statement that measured
intelligence declines slowly from about the age of 20
and more rapidly after 50,

Conclusions:

Age beyond the twentieth year brings & decline in most

functions called "intelligence™, This decline is most

evident ing the formation of new associations; speed

as against power tests; dealing with spatial relations;

and in auditory and visual memory. Decline with age is

least evident inis vocabulary; information; and power

as opposed to speed tests. 9
An important step in the development of the movement of adult educa-
tion is the founding of the American Assgciation for Adult Education
with offices at 1315 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, and 60 Bast Forty=
second Street, New York. It was formed March 26, 1926, with the aid
of the Carnegie Corporation, for the purpose of study and promotion

of adult education. It began puolishing quarterly The Journal of

Adult Education in 1929, ©

The first president of the Association for Adult Bducation was lean
Jamses E. Russell, Teachers College, Columbia University. He served
as president from 1926 to 1930. He was succeeded by Mr. Newton D.

Baker, 1930-'31, whose term expired when he was elected to member-

& Resch, Floyd L., Adult Intelligence, "Encyclopedia Educational Re-
gearch", 1940, pp. 30-31.

6 Cartwright, Morse Adams, Ten Years of Adult Education, (The Mac-
millan Company, 1935) pp. 17, 18, 24.




ship on the Board of Trustees of the Carnegie Corporation of New

York. MNr. Felix M., Warburg was the next president. He was foll=-
owed by Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher, whé hela the office for two
one-year terms, Her successor was Professor Edward L. Thorndike.
Everett D. Martin became president in 1937; William A. Neilson in
1938; H. A. Overstreet, 1939; Alvin Johnson, 1940; Harry W. Chase,
1942; Alexander Meklsjohn, 1943; and Austin H. MacCormick in 1944.
The writer mentions these presidents because she expects to guote

from their publications in later pages of this study.

Perhaps the most important single agency in the more recent devel=-
opment of the mbvement of adult education is the program conducted
by the Feaeral Goverament during the years of the "economic depres-
sion", the 1920's. The establishment of facilities for adult educa=-
tion was considered & good method of furnishing work-relief for per=
sons gqualified to teach classes of adults who needed instruction
along meny lines., The mesgnitude of the emergency education program
is indicated by data from the Advisory Committee on Educationj 44,000
unemployed teachers were put to work by June 1940, with classes in

which 1,725,000 persons were taught. 7

Adult education under the government included a wide variety of ine

structional activities along vocational, cultural, citizenship, and

7 Russell, J. D.,, and Judd, C. H., The American Educational System,
"New and Variant Forms of BEducational Service".
(Houghton Mifflin Company, 1940) p. 366.




recreational lines. Programs were organized to apply to persons of
all levels of educational attainment. One of the extensive projects
dealt with the removal of illiteracy and much progress was made in
teaching illiterates to reed and write. Americanization classes for
the foreign=-vorn were an important type of activity. Other programs
were planned for those who had only & limited general education, and
who wished to supplement it by further study. There was a widespread
program of instruction in leisure-time activities and the pursuit of
avocational and recreational interests., Upgrading vocational educa-
tion, whereby the worker is prepared for a position demanding in-
creased technical knowledge or skill in the line in which he is em-
ployed, became a feature of many of the programs of adult education.
Consideraple interest was developed in programs designed to present
information, and to develop wholesome attitudes on general problems
of civic, social, and economic interests, Noteworthy in this con-
nection was the series of community forums developed under the lead-
ership of Commissioner John W, Studebaker, Commissioner of Education.
More than 700 communities throughout the United States were aided
through forums in 1939 alone., Four of these were in Kentucky, at
Georgetown, Lexington, Paris, and Winchester. 8 Courses were added
to the progrems of graduate schools, for the preparation of those
who were to engage in this type of educational service, The writer

attended two such courses, one at the University of Chicago, 1934,

8 Studebaker, John W., Forum Planning Handbook, (The American Asso=
ciation for Adult Education, 1939) p. 64




and one at the University of Keatucky, 1938.

In discussing the purpose, emphasis, scope &and limitations of adult
education, the writer wishes to quote directly from statements made
by persons of authority in this field. About the purpose of adult
education, Mr. Newton D. Baker, in his address accepting the presi=-
dency of the American Association for Adult Bducation, in New York

Cityp 1931, saids

The purpose of adult education should be expressed in
terms not of desirability but of necessity., Our in-
tellect is the only instrument that we possess whereby
we may hope to direct our own lives or to meet intelli-
gently the situations that daily confront us., It is
therefore imperative for everyone of us to be unremitt-
ing in his efforts to trainm his judgment to aid his
knowledge, and to increase his wisdom. 9

In his review of the social significance of adult education, Mr.
Morse Adams Cartwright saids

The doubters are right when they say that the adult
education of fifty or a hundred years ago contained

all the potentialities of the present movement. It

did, but they were unrealized., BEducation was then under
the dominance of ecclesiastical taboos.

The doubters are wrong in their belief that there is
little new in the modern adult education. The emphasis
is new, the belief that adult education will yield major
satisfactions is new, the belief that adults really can
learn is new, the conception of abundance of living as
the undeniable educational heritage of every individual
is new, The patterns as they strike the eye may seem
the same, but fashions change. Those of tomorrow may be
the same or they may be different, 10

9 Baker, Newton D., Address, Acceptance of Presidency of American
Association for Adult Education, New York City, 1931
10 Cartwright, Morse Adans, op.cit., Pp. 206




In & bulletin issued by the Department of Public Instruction in
Pennsylvania, the following statement is made avout the scope of
adult educations

Adult Education in its accepted sense, is quite as

broad and diversified as human learning. It may be

formal or informal, vocational or avocational. It

embraces all levels of education and includes all de-

partments, It consists of recreational as well as

purely educational activities. Also, it should be

understood that the term "adult" is intended to in-

clude all individuals within the Commonwealth above

compulsory school age. 11
Englehardt and Englehardt have this to say regarding the limita-
tions of adult educations

Adult Bducation is limited only by the activities

of people in all phases of living., It appears to

fail when the program is artificial or superimposed.

It is most successful when it deals with the reali-

ties of l1life or offers some stimulation after the rou-

tine of a workaday world. 12 :
One of the important considerations in adult education is the
philosophy employed in its administration. The persoa in charge
of an adult school must possess leadership; must develop a firm,
friendly, mutually helpful attitude among faculty and students;
must prevent the occurrence of an atmosphere in which looseness of
routine, of educational principles, or of ethical standards might
arise, To do this one must have a comprehending training in educa=

tion, in social and economic realities, and those finer sensibili=-

ties which may seem to be intuition but are in truth deductions

11 Stoddaard, Alexander, The Public Evening Schools of Philadelphia,
Bulletin’ 194:5-1944, P 2
12 Englehardt and Englehardt, Planning the Community School, p. &




based on experience, observaition and a generous attitude. Perhaps
greater than any other quality is a deep-seated love for people
and a deep understanding of human nature. Such a leader will need
some leisure time for professional reading and sensible mixing
with community organizations in order to interpret the currents
that underlie community 1ife. Thus the leader of an adult school
can more convincingly direét the thought of various groups to bet-
ter understanding and acceptance of the motives which underlie his
own professional philosophy and the philosophy of the school or

system which he represents,

One of the first considerations in the organization of an adult edu-
cation school is the philosophy of the teachers themselves. There
are teachers who will not succeed in adult teaching; they ares those
whose philosophy of education has not advanced bveyond the "child

centered class-room", or the "class-room coatrols needed for teach-

ing adolescents.™

Some difficulty has been encountered in maintaining
programs of adult education under auspices of the
public=-school system because of the tendency to use
teachers of the regular day classes for the adult
classes, Particularly is this true when teachers of
day classes are given extra pay to take on evening
classes as an extra burden. There is a tendency to
overload the cuzpable teachers to the detriment of
both the regular and the adult classes. Furthermore,
many teachers who are successful with children and
adolescents are unsuccessful with adult groups. 19

A better plan would be to make up the faculty of an adult school to

& large exteat of persons who are especially interested in this type

13 Engelhardt, Fred, Public School Administration, (Ginn and Company,
1931) p. 531




of teaching; perhaps supplementing the regular faculty with an oc-
casional person from the business or professional world, or with a
teacher from the day schools who has & special slant on & subject
or & special techniyue of presentation, or perhaps one who would
enjoy the variety in type of teaching in order to stimulate and en-

large his understandings,

The recognition that the teaching of adults requires techanlgues
which differ from those used in teaching children is very import-
ant. The child is learning for the first time, the adult is often
rel:arning or breaking down preconceived idees; the child is aeent,
the adult comes of his own free will; the child must stay, the
adult will leave if he is not happy and learning what to him seems
worthwhile; the child is forming & set of havits, the adult's hab-
its may have to be modified, but they are formed., In the case of
the adolescent, there are & great many conflicting urges and drives
which must be dealt with; while the adult is usually motivated with
a desire to betier himself. The adult is always very sensitive,
The more he needs schooling, the more sensitive he is, and the tea-
cher who accepts him as he is and builds his self-respect can do him
much good, but one who tries to discipline him into conforming into
patterns other than those he motivates for himself will arouse his

resentment,

With the avove understandings in view, these are the gualities which

make good teachers for adults. PFirst, he or she must really believe
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that the object of zdult education is to aid men and women to de-

sire to live with their fellow-men in love and understanding, and

to share their concepts of a greater and fuller life, osSecond, he

or she mhould be willing to accept the individusl who attends his
classes a8 a valuable entity in God's world, and to devote his skills
and learnings toward unfolding that personalitye.

If man is made in the likeness of God, mine is the
privilege to help reveal nis God-like gualities. 14

The third quality of a teacher of adults is that he or she shall be
a mature person, whose breadth of understanding will invite the re-
spect of his classes, Fourth, that his or her scholarship must be
dynamic ané progressive, iHowever, his training and interests should
not ve so highly speciaslizeu as to remove him from sympathetic con-
tact with the lezrners, wur. G. L. Maxwell saids

We have found that adults can be taught by people

who are not far advanceuw beyond them in education,

but who do possess understanaings of the lives and

problems of their students. This means that the

leadersnip for a great adult education movement is

already among us -- we do not need to wait on the

training of a large number of specialists, 15
The fifth guality of & good adult teacher is that his personzlity
should be iaviting, with warmth and understanding devoid of sarcasm,

irony, and coercion. Sixth, he must be willing to devote his

time and interests for the cause of adult education, because

14 From the poem Shall I Teach¥ Author unknown,

15 laxwell, G. L., "The Bducutional Program of the orks Progress
administration”, Lecture - (Midwest Conference, 1937)
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he considers it a great and purposeful life work. Seveath, that

he or she will have a wholesome outlook on all phases of life that
can inespire and influence his students in working out their own
probvlems, Eighth, that he has set for himself high goals of human
understanding, but exemplifies the adage that, "Everyman knows some-
thing that I do not know, through that I learn from him.™ Above all,
the philosophy of adult education teachers should bve, "We have some=~
thing which we think will make the lives of people richer and we wish

to share it with others.®

In closing this chapter, the writer will guote Dr. Philip L. Seman,
General Director of the Jewish People's Institute of Chicago, who

saids

Had our teachers, spiritual leaders, and institutions

of learning at large fought for constructive ethiecal
thinking, and had these institutions and leaders really
taught us to live with our fellow-men in love and under-
standing, there never would have been the present need

for anyone anywhere in the world to think in terms of world
courts, leagues of nations, or activities organized to
strengthen our international relations. Had these szme
agencies in any way concerned themselves with some legite
imate association of constructive ideas and ideals, there
never would have been war, nor would we be facing the need
to recapture from a torn and bleeding world those ideals of
civilization which men die for, and to preserve them so that
other men may have something to live for. 16

16 Seman, Dr. Philip L., Lecture, Mid-West Institute and Conference
Adult Education, George Williams College, Wisconsin.,
(Lecture Reporting Service, Chicago, Illinois - 1937)




CHAPTER II

DEVELOPMENT OF
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY NIGHT SCHOOLS
FOR ADULTS IN LOUISVILLE

In considering what has been done in adult education in Louisville,
it seems interesting io review briefly the early plan for this ser-

vice.

First Night Schools in louisville., As early as the year 1875-1876

there were three night schools in Louisville. They were for boys
and young men only, and were financed by the Board of Trustees of
the Public Schools of Louisville. The following table shows the
enrollment, attendance, and cost of each, 1

TABLE I

Night Schools in Iouisville, 1875-1876

Ho. No. Re~- Aversge Average Cost

En=- maining No. Be~ No. Per

rolled Entire Term longing Teachers Salary Pupil
Eastern 438 132 263 9 $ 1,268 $4.82
Western 2017 151 166 5.4 838.50 5,05
Central 43 102 143 4,8 755,50 5.28
Total 886 384 572 19.2 $ 2,862,000 $5.00

1 Annual Reports Board of Trustees, The Public Schools of Louis~
ville. (Year ending June 1876) p. 31
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These schools were conducted from November through February each
year., An interesting letter signed by F. C. Leber, President of
the Board of Trustees and members of the Standing Committee on
Night Schools, seems worth recording. It forecasts the probable
fate of the school. By contrasting the schools it describes with
the first night high school which will be described later we can
see that interest in education for adults grew, that attitudes
became very much better, and that the age of the persons attend-
ing was higher,

Night Schools For Boys and Young Men, 1875-~1876

These schools were opened the third Monday in October and
closed oa the last Friday in February. They were designed
to afford means of instruction to a class of boys and
young men that cannot attend the day schools, and they can
accomplish much in the way of instructing some in the first
rudiments of learning, helping others to a larger culture,
and giving them power to help themselves, A large number
availed themselves of the opportunities so generously pro-
vided by the Board of Trustees, attended regularly and
made diligent efforts to improve, while, I regret to state,
a8 considerable aumber of evil-disposed boys entered only
for the purpose of affording an excuse to their parents or
guardians for being out at night, attended on an average
one night each week, and resorted to every effort to annoy
their teachers and to hinder those who really desired to
learn. Unless the organisation and discipline of these
schools be brought to a high state of perfection, and none
but well gualified and experiencea teachers be employed,
much of the expenditure for their support will literally
be thrown away. It would be an excellenti idea to expel,

if possible, the disorderly element now in the schools and
with the amount of money that could thereby be saved to es-
tablish one or more schools for the benefit of girls and
young ladies who are compelled to labor during the day,
Many would gratefully appreciate and gladly accept the op-
portunity to make up for the neglect and deprivation of
earlier years,

£ Annual Reports Louisville Board of Trustees (School year ending
June, 1876) p. 78
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The members of the Board of Trustees composing the Standing Com=-
mittee on Night Schools were Messrs. John Drescher, J. B. Atkin-
son, DUr. M. K. Allen, John Hoertz, J. F. Canine, N. Finzer (hon-

orary) and ¥, C. Leber, President.,

Barly Night Schools in louisville. From 1876 until 1891 there

were night schools conducted by the Louisville Board of Trustees, ©
They were located at the following places: (1) the Finzer School,
on Broadway between Clay and Shelby, (2) the Main Street School,
on ilain between Jackson snd Hancock; (3) the Tenth Ward School,
at the corner of Green (now Liberty) and Thirteenth, (4) the Madi-
son Street School, coraer Se#enteenth and wvuncan. The work was not
offered at each place continuously during the above dates. ile-
mentary school subjects were offered for persons unable to attend
the day schools. The schools mentioned were for the white people
only. There were two others, one in the castern part of the city and
one in the western part, for Negroes. The following table will show
that each of the schools was well attendede

TABLE IX

Night Schools in Louisville, 1887

Neme of No. No. at Daily Attendance Average
School Enrolled Close of yr. Grades 1-8 Enrollment
Third Ward 327 173 172 215
Main Street 266 171 171 207
Madison Street 420 269 292 338
Total 1013 613 641 760

$ Reports Louisville School Board of Trustees. (Year ending June 1887)
Pe 7
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During the year 1886-1887 these three night sciools were conducted

for white people and two others for colored.

The following year, 1887-1888, the same three schools, Third Ward,
Main Street, and Madison Street, conducted Night Schools, = The total
enrollment in the evenings the second year was 1030; number at the
close of the term 681; daily attencance 687; average enrollment 814.
This was an increase of 46 in daily attendance in grades 1 to 8.

The next year 1888-1889, a night school was started at Seventeenth and
Duncan, and although there were now four night school® the total en-
rollment was slightly less than in the three as they were conducted
1886-1888; however, the attendance was better. This is probably due
to the fact that transportation in those days was difficult. The
total enrollment was 10063 number of pupils at the close 679; average

daily attendsnce 666; and average earollment 794,

Teachers® Salaries. Teachers' salaries in the first night scnools

in Louisville averages $149.90 each for four months, or $37.48 per
month. The average cost per pupil was $5.00. In 1888-1889 the
average szlary per teacher was 143.77 for four months or $35.94 per

month; while the average cost per pupil was 4,78, ¢

Newsboys Home Night School. While E. O. Holland was Superintendent

of Louisville Public Schools, a night school was conducted at the

4 Report: Louisville School Board. (Years ending June 1888, 1889.)
pp. 6=8
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Newsboys Home at what is now the Neighborhood House, First and
Walnut Streets, from September 1, 1895, uantil July 1, 1913. The
principal, Mrs., Mattie B. Tucker, was very interested in boys and
her efforts to conduct & school in which the boys who worked could
get an education were very commendable. The following copy of
Mrs. Mattie Tucker's appeal for the school is found in the First

Report of the Louisville Board of Education.?

Superintendent E. 0. Holland
Louisville Public Schools

Dear Sirs The Newsboys Home School - or more correctly
speaking, & night school conducted in a building known

as the "Home for Newsboys and Waifs" - is unique in the
fact that 1t bears the distinction of being the only one
of its kind in existence. The building, light and heat
are furnished by the Directors of the Home, while the
equipment is supplied by the Board of Education, and is
in every respect directly under its control. The session
begins in the latter part of September and closes the
following April.

Why have a night school here, instead of in a regular
school building? When the Home was established there was
a library well filled with books of every kind, but to the
astonishment of the Directors they found that many of the
boys who frequented the Home were unable to read. Judge
R. H. Thompson, founder of the Home, and other members of
the directorate, set to work to meet the difficulty. Fin-
ally, an appeal was made to the School Board fto assist in
establishing a night school ia this building. No diffi-
culty arose in explaining the need, and the result was,
that the school was opened September 2, 1895, with a regu~
larly appointed teacher, one who had had experience in
teaching boys. Later girls were admitted.

The opening night found seven boys in the improvised school
room. Ready for workt No! Simply determined to break up

4 First Report: Board of Education, Iouisville, Kentucky. ( Year
ending June 1911 and June 1912.) pp. 206, 207
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the school. When called to order one boy said "How
long's this 'ere school going to keep:" Another said,
"How much do you git for teaching usi™ The teacher,
realizing what was before her and feeling that she must
be careful, asked, "What do you think I ought to get:"
One boy said, "Eighteen dollars a month," The first boy
responded, "What do you take her for, & scab?" The
teacher was accustomed to boys and proved herself equal
to the occasion, and avout thirty boys enrolled within
a few days,

The seven boys - charter members - proved valuable aides
to the school, and developed into men that would be a
credit to any community. One of them is an officer in the
United States army and is stationed now in Alaska; one is
& Health Officer in a Western City; one is a dentist in
our own city; one is an electrician; one has a tailoring
establishment; one is connected with a large ary-goods
firm; one is dead,

The school continued to grow, and at the end of the third
year the attendance demanded an additional teacher., After
five years, bookkeeping was added to the curriculum. The
faculty now numbers four teachers, with an annusl enroll-
ment of over one hundred and fifty. Since ites opening about
twenty~three hundred boys and girls have received instruct-
ion in the school. Jburing the past year sixty-two foreigners,
recresenting eleven nationalities, were enrolled, ranging in
ages from sixteen to sixty, not one of whom knew the use of
an Bnglish sentence when he entered the school. Their pro-
gress was satisfactory - in fact, surprising - and many of them
have returned this year, anxious to pursue their studies in
higher grades, This is now the "Special School" for foreign-

ers.

Not a pupil has ever been sent out of the school for miscon-~
duct. A simple request from the teacher is always followed
by instant obedience. liany of these boys and girls come
directly from work and take up the evening task. Do they
deserve cur sympathy and help? The same teacher who took
charge of the school on the opening night hes been Frincipal
during the seventeen years of its existence, and in addition
to this has the class of foreigners.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs, Mattie B, Tucker,
Principal
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First Night School for wWorking Men, Through & conference with

Mr. R. E. Daugherty, Assistant Superintendent, louisville Public
Schools, the writer found out some interesting things about the
first night school offered in louisville for working men only.

It was conducted at the Manual Training High School, 1914-1915.
Professor O, L. Reid was Superintendent of Schools at the time,

Mr. E. P. Chapin was the principal, and Mr. R. E. Daugherty was

the representative to the industries from the Bozrd of Bducation.
The school was advertised by meand of newspaper notices and hand~
bills, Nov. 16, 1914, and the large number of men who responded

to the invitation faur exceedsed the expectation of the promoters.

At first men ceame out of curiosity, but a large number remained
and attended regularly for 20 weeks. Nearly every known occupa=
tion in louisville was represented. There were helpers from the
newspaper office; tobacco workers; wire-work mechanics; machinists
and machine apprentices; clerks; brewery hands; electrical apprenti-
ces; Mengel Box Company hands; assistant Superintendient Mantel Com=-
pany; Inspector, american Protection Company; lumber clerks; aunto
mechanics; drug clerks; iron~works hands; coffee roaster; organ
builder; and helpers in lead and color worke. The various classes
and earollment in each were: arithmetic 43; electricity 96; mechani-
cal drawing 82; blacksmithing 58; wood-working 35; practical chem-
istry 19; machine shop 54. The average attendance was 390 and 443.

The average age of those attending was 24 years. The school was



19

free to all under 20 years of age, and a fee of ten cents per week
was charged those over twenty. Materials were furnished by the
Board of Education. Teachers in night classes were regular day
teachers, obut in every shop class the teacher was a man who had

practical experience in the industries. The following statement
5

comes from the Fourth Report of the Louisville Board of HZducations
From the interest taken, and the concensus of opinion
of the men &t the close of the session regarding the
value of the work to them, the night school was a suc~
cess in every way.
The City Railway Company furnished patrons of the night school with

school checks at half price, the same as for aay pupils,

In & note from the principal, E. P. Chapin, to the Board of Education,
we find the following statement:

The Board of Education and Superintendent of Sehools
have met a great need in a very wise and generous man=-
ner in establishing a trade night school, which, I be=-
lieve, will become more and more valuable to working
men in the city.

Ahrens Trade Night School. The next night school that this study

will meation is the one at Ahrens iirade School, 546 South rfirst
Street, which seems to have continued throughoﬁt the 1920's until
it closed in 1931. The Vocational uay School had been established.
It attracted the attention of Mr. Theodore Ahrens, owner of the |
Ahrens Iron and Breass Works, who gave the money to establish the

present school which bears his name, The Theodore Ahrens Trade

High School, to provide instruction in a variety of trades for both

5 Fourth Report: Board of Education, Louisville, Kentucky. (Year end-
ing June 30, 1915.) p. 241
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boys and girls. Then grew the plan to extend its services to those
who could not attend the day school. lliss Ethel lovell, the princi-
pal, reports that the night school was well attended; that, in facf.

at times its attendance was larger than that of the day school.

The statistics for this school have been recorded with tihose of
other night schools conuucted at the same time, and the writer aoes
not have the separate information. The average number attending, and
the salaries paia for the last three years before the night schools
closed is shown in the following tables

TABLE III

Night Schools in lLouisville, 1928-1931

Date Average Number Salaries
Belonging Teachers and Principals
1928-1929 676 ¥ 18,040.00
1929=-1930 967 20,359,717
1530-1931 1,222 19,481.37

Ahrens Trade Nisht School served many people anda its loss was keenly
felt oy those who had not finished the courses they had started, after

it closed in 1931,

6 Reportss louisville Board of Eaucation, (Years ending June 1929,
'30, '31) pp. 44-52-55
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Elementary and Secondary Night Schools For Adults in Louisville.

The Federal Emergency Relief Program of Adult Education. Free edu~

cation for adults in Louisville, Kentucky under the Federal Emer-
gency Relief Administration began December, 1933, and was contin=-

ued under the Works Progress Administration in April, 1935,

Its original purpose was to give employment to unemployed teachers,
Statistics show that when the Federal Program started in 1933 there
were reported 188,000 unemployed teachers in the United States. 1

Its major objective was to furnish constructive use of leisure time
to the many unemployed persons. In other words, to help keep the
mental balance of our citizens in time of stress; to direct thinking
into purposeful channels; and to enlarge abilities so that many could
be prepared to eanter new fields of endeavor when work again became

available,

The funds with which to carry on this work in Louisville came from
The Federsl Emergency Relief Administration through the State Depart-
ment of Education, In December, 1933, the Federal Emergency Relief
administered to the State of Rentucky the following sums of money, to

be increased monthly as provision was made therefors 2

1 Allen, Lindsey E., History of WPA Education in Kentucky, Thesis
University of Keantucky, 1941, p. 8

2 Ibid., Pe 13
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$ 20,000 for Rural Education
3,000 for Bducation of Illiterates
15,000 for Vocational Education
2,600 for Vocational Rehabilitation
of the Physically Handicapped
9,000 for General Adult Education
$ 59,600 Total
Iouisville shared in this grant, although the specific amounts for
Iouisville are not available, since the program was administered on

& state-wide basis,

The State program was under the direction of inr. James H., Richmond,
Superintendent of Public Instruction for the State of Kentucky. The
supervision was vested in Mr, Homer W. Nichols, Director, Division
of Special Education. In Louisville, the Board §f Bducation through
Mr. Frederick Archer, Superintendent of Public Schools, sponsored

the Louisville Adult Education Program. Mr. R, E. Daugherty, Assist-
ant Superintendent, who had been interested in esrlier night schools
in Louisville, was appointed co-ordinetor for the program and the of=-
fice of the Local Supervisor of the FERA Program was located next to
his office, S e first local supervisor was Mr. Fred Coan, who was
followed in six months by Mr, O. A. Harris, who in turn was followed
by ¥Mr. L. L. Hudson, June 1941, Mr, Hudson served one year, After
Mr., Hudson left the program, the writer supervised the work at Mon-

sarrat School, and all reports were made directly to Mr. Lindsey E.

$ Daugherty, R. B., Information through personal interview,
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Allen, State Supervisoer of the program.

The program was promoted through the Iouisville newspapers, churches,
clubs, industries, and public libraries., Miss Sara Landau was ap-

pointed organizer of classes,

At first the work was variec and somewhat unrelated. Any group of
twenty or more persons could reguest a teacher for any subject. Eng-
lish was stressed. If an unemployed teacher who needed work was a=-
veilable a class was started. By the end of the third year a total
of nearly 100 teachers had engaged in the work. The average number
per year was thirty-seven. There were established classes in Lit-
eracy and Elementary Education for very underprivileged persons in
the County Jail and ‘he City Work-House; there were teachers who
worked with the partly disabled persons in the convalescent wards of
the Louisville City Hospital (now the General Hospital); with con=-
valescent persons in Waverly Hills Sanitorium; with persons who need-
ed mental interests in the Cook Benevolent Home; and with persons who
were able to learn hsndicrafts in the Kings Uaughters Home. There
were two teachers at the Children's itree Hospital in occupational
handicrafts; there were classes in parent education and psychology
at the libraries; and for Parent~Teacher Association groups at their
respective schoold. There were classes in English and elementary
school subjects including physical and mental hygiene at various com=

munity ceaters, Many illiterates were reached by house to house



calls. Some of the centers which cooperated in the elementary

and parent education phases of the WPA Adult Education Program

weres 4

The Wesley House - Shelby and Washington Streets

The Rose Hudson Community Center = 2509 Portland Avenue

The Baptist Mission - Brook and Jefferson Streets

The Volunteers of America = 401 Fehr Avenue

The Cabbage Patch Settlement House - 1413 South Sixth Street

The Neighborhood House ~ 428 South First Street
There were classes in Workers Bducation in some of the industries,
Other classes were established in the Y.M.C.A.; the Y.W.C.A.; and
the Y.M.H.A. English and Forsign Languages were taught; also,
there were classes in Americanization for the foreign=-bora who de-
gired to learn to read and write English and to‘understand some-

thing of the customs of the United States and the form of goveran-

ment,

Teachers were placed where there seemed to be the greatest need for
them, Although any center, which had as many as twenty persons who
~wished to be taught could request the services of a teacher, not all
of them could be supplied because the FERA restrictions to persons
in need limited the number of competent teachers available. Thea
t00, some of the experienced teachers who were available were not

able t0 hold the interest of adults,

The more academic branches of the Adult Education Program were of-

fered in the public libraries. Mr. Harold Brigham, Louisville Li-

4 Harris, 0. A., Bulletin, WEA Classes In louisville, 1936
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brarian, and Miss Bernice Bell, Children's Librarian, were especial-
ly interested in the adult program., Also, close understanding exist-
ed betwsen the teachers and the librarians in charge of all depart=-
ments of the main 1library and all its braanches. This was partly due

to the fact that Mr. O. A. Harris, Local Supervisor, held the teacher's
meetings in the library auditorium every Saturday morning, and various

members of the library staff metb with the groupe

Perhaps a very brief picture of the work done at some of these places

is appropriate here,

The Rose Hudson Community Center. In Portland, the oldest section of

Iouisville, Mrs. Katherine Le Gros conducted literacy classes and
taught groups in elementary subjects and homemaking. The men and wo-
men who attended came from the homes in the community. Some had lit-
tle or no schooling, while others had not bad an opportunity for years
to get instruction. <ihey responded to Mrs. Le Gros, who was kind and
sapable. An interesting project continued there for five years., Iirs.
Le Gros, with an occasional assistant, brought interest and color to

lives that might otherwise have beéeen exceedingly drab,

The City Hospital. A4t the City Hospital, Mrs. Anna M. Carrico built

a very interesting project in the literacy and elementary field,
She not only taught many convalesceant patients to read and write,

but she also provided others with reading materials and handicraft,
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Mrs, Carrico followed up some of the cases when they left the hos-
pital, and was the means of directing many of them to new interesis,
new life, and new hope. She was especially interested in the "polio"™

cases, and visited them in their homes after they left the hospital.

Americanization Classes., Classes for foreign-boran persons who were

preparing for citizeunship were taught at the Y.M.,H.A. by lirs. Eva
Snyder, and at the Neighborhood House by Miss lMonta Rae Tunstall.
Mrs, Snyder wes herself a naturalized American citizen, born in
Russia, She is an enthusiastic person who speaks five languages,

She served during World War I as a Red Cross Nurse, Mrs. Snyder
worked with the adult program for & year or two, but Miss Tunstall
continued until the close of the work in 1943, Several organizations
became interested and there were capable spounsorss the Refugee Re~
lief Association, The Council of Jewish Women, The Colonial Dames,
The Daughters of The American Revolution, and The Women's Auxiliary

of the American Legion.

The Transient Bureau Schoole One of the very interesting projects

Qas conducted at the Louisville Transient Bureauwn, 307 South Fifth
Street., Here, for three years, Miss Elizabeth Green aided in the
rehabilitation of unemployed men by means of the one~-room county-
school technique., She gathered about her books, charts, writing ma-
terials, etc., and with a branch reading library furnished by the

Louisville Public Library, she taught men of varying abilities, from
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total illiterates to college graduates, These were men who, while
wandering from place to place throughout the mation, in search for
work, were housed for & time at the iransient Hotel at the 0ld la-
bor Temple. Some of them dropped into school for just a few lessons
in letter writing, arithmetic, or spelling, while others came con=-
stantly for several months, This was one of the very first projects
under the FERA, started December, 1933, while Mr. Fred Conn was
supervisor, and it continued after May, 1935, under the WPA, until
the Transient Bureau closed in the fall of 1937, IMiss Green has
followed up her acquaintance with some of these men and is grati-
fied to learn that many have responsible jobs and are worthy citi-
zens. She says, "Unemployment during those years was more of a dis-

£race to the nation than to the individuals who were its victims,"”

Waverly Hills Sanitorium, At the Waverly Hills Sanitorium, persons

suffering from tuberculosis were givean active participation in the
Adult Education Program. Many dreary hours were brightened by Mrs.
Ester Haskill, who used a system of teaching by radio., ZEach pupil
used an ear-~-phone attached to his bed. Mrs, Haskill sat oa the por-
ches with }he patients who were able to be up, and her lessons and
lecturses were broadcast throughout the building, She brought so
much good~fellowship and cheer that the patients looked forward to
her classes twice weekly. Through these lessons some of the patients
were prepared to enter regular high school or college after they

were discharged from the hospital, while others were enabled to take
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positions through which they could be self-supporting,

These are just a few of the projects that might be termed "humani-
tarian", There were others, but the writer mentions these because

she visited each of them and is reporting first hand informafion.

Vocational Classes, Classes in business seducation were coanducted

1935-38 in the National Theater Building. Here Miss Vera Herrell,
assisted by Mrs. Madge Stoner, and Mrs. Henrietta Hoach taught type~-
writing, shorthand, business spelling, English, filing and book-

keeping,.

The Parkland Library Business Education Classes were successfully
active for several years, Here Miss Delazine Hardin, assisted by
Mrs. Julia Hamilton, and Miss Florence 0'Bryan, taught classes in
shorthand, typewriting, and business practice, This service was
very valuable. In both the ceatrally located center and the Park-
land Center which is in the southwest section of thecity, many per-

sons were itrained in skills which helped them gain livelihood.

Branch Library Classes, Other classes were held at Shawnee Braach

where Mr. 0. A. Harris, supervisor, coanducted a current events class,
and Miss Rose M. Reilly taught classes in English diction and the
review of current literature. At the Highland Branch, Miss Reilly
taught classes in English; Mrs, Winnefred Strode taught French; and

the writer trained groups in parliamentary procedure and publie
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speaking. At the Crescent Hill Branch, the socially-minded Iifiss
Sallie Berryman spoasored an active Adult Education Program from
1934-1938, Here Mr. Harris conducted a curreat events discussion
group, Mr, J. C. Heckel tauzht German, and the writer conducted

classes in English, parliamentary procedure, and interior decorate

ing.

Main Library Classes, The small auditorium in the basement of the

Main Library, at Fourth and York Streets, was the center for several
active and interested groupe. The first classes organized to meet
here were conducted by Miss Sara Landau in economics and English,
When Miss Landau left the program, February, 1935, these classes
were continued by the writer, who also organized a public speaking
class and conducted an open forum for the discussion of problems of
public interest. Laagueges, French, German, Spanish, and Italian,
were taught by Mr. Jules Moran, and Mr., J. C. Heckel, while Miss
Mabel Nichols directed a parent education group in psychology and

children's problems,

The classes at the libraries were very active for three years, 1934
through 1937, They were interrupted by the flood, 1937, but some
of them resumed meetings after the libraries were reconditioned. A

few groups continued meeting in libraries until 1941,

These informal classes enrolled numerous persons., The exact earolle

ment in each is hardly available now because teacher's reports were



not compiled into one report from the city of Louisville to the
State Office, However, the writer helped Mr. Harris compile data
from time to time and she has in her files & record of the totals,
By comparing these with the record given by the State Office for
1934 to 1937, she considers these figures accurate:

4,526 enrolled in General Education Classes

1,478 enrolled in Literacy Groups

1,007 enrolled in Parent Education and Current Eveants

Classes

7,000 Total from 1934 to 1937
During the summer of 1937 a survey was made by WPA teachers which
revealed 5,880 total illiterates who were visited and invited to

take advantage of the opportunity to learn to read and write.

Fot a1l the 7,000 persons who enrolled in the general education
classes were seeking "education™ in the sense that we usually un-
derstand the term. They were sesking something to satisfy their
needs or interests. The significant fact is that they sought the
satisfactions by attending classes, The reader will remember that
many of these persons were victims of enforced idleness which might
have led into various unworthy channels. Some atiended classes out
of curiosity or merely to pass the time; became interested; and
started programs of study which opened new fields of interest and

developed their abilities,

Origin and Development of The Adult Education High School. The first

three years, 1934-1937, brought to light the great need for am organ=-
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ized secondary school for adults. The classes under the FERA
and WPA had been informal, somewhat unrelated, and chiefly con~

cerned with morale building.

It happened that in Louisville several very capable teachers were
available. Some of these were women teachers who had left the pro-
fession because they preferred marriage and home-making, or because
they were forced out, by the ruling of the Louisville Board of Edu~-
cation, which did not permit married women to teach. When the eco-
nomic depression came, they found it necessary to use their earning
capacity, and since they were trained teachers they were glad %o
get the work. Others had retired from the classroom because they
hed sufficient funds to enjoy living without earning., They lost
their savings, through bank failures, and they too had to retura to
worke Then too, the teaching field was somewhat overcrowded. Many
persons who had been employed in industry during the previous years
were thrown out of work when the industries closed.. Some of these
were college graduates, who could qualify for teaching jobs by tak=-

ing a few courses in education,

During the first years of the adult program, the organizatioan of
classes and the gaining and holding of interest were entirely the
responsibility of the teacher., Some failed; others were gquite suc-
cessful in holding the interest of large classes, and, though know=

ing well the temporary nature of the program, they planned their
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work, with the view that all education is worth~while, 8o that when
one of their number was cut off the program by WPA rulings, another

could take the place and work toward a permanent program.

The writer of this thesis observed much of the work of various tea-
chers, She became interested in the belief that there should be an
organized secondary school, so that persons who were eager and will=-
ing to atiend regularly might pursue a planned course of study. She
set avout trying to show the WPA Supervisor that such a school was
feasible, She began a closer study of the persons who came to her
classes at The Main Library. Many, having veen cut off from former
pursuits, were seeking mental interests, Some were unemployed and
spent their days in endlessly searching for work. Often they drop-
pec into the library to rest or read. In that way they saw the bul=-
letin~board which announced the WPA classes, Others were employed _
at any kind of job that was available; while still others held good
Jjobs but were in need of stimulating interests. One thing was evi-
dents they were all seeking to adjust to the emergencies which con-
fronted them in an economic depression. They needed encouragements
they needed guidance; they needed more training. Some had started to
work too young; others hed held blind-alley jobs; others had job
training for which there was np demand; then, too, there were fow
available kinds of work., There were in each class bright, ambitious
persons who were willing to study and to help others. Some of these

class-members were selected for class-secretaries and group leaders,
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Right attitudes of mutual helpfulness quickly developed.

By using guestionnaires, personality sheets, and finally standard-
ized achievement tests, the writer sought to determine the place=~
ment needs of such a group of persons. 6 fMe first groups to be
tested wore meeting at the Main Library. Of 150 class members, 109
took the tests. The following results were obtaineds

10 persons had reached a grade level of 6 or below

18 persons had reached a grade level of 7 or 8

47 persons had reached a grade level of 8 to 10

20 persons had reached & grade level of 10 to 12

10 persons had reached & grade level of 12 to 14

4 were college graduates
Twenty-six of the 109 had atteanded the Y,M.C.A. Night School or one
of the business colleges; but few could, at that time, afford to pay

tuition.

These findings served to strengthen the belief that WPA Education
could best serve Louisville by establishing & free school of second~
ary level where adults could get standard worke Then with the help
of Miss Rose M, Reilly, the writer made observations of the classes
which met at the branch libraries, The results were similar, The
writer then studied gqualification of the teachers. She found that
there were several teachers in the program with high school experi-
ence and thus she reasoned, 5Here'are people who need to be taught

high school branches of study, and here are teachers who can do the

6 Cooperative Achievement Tests, (American Council on Educatian,
New York, 1935)




work. Why not bring them togetheri™

The FERA was transferred to the Works Progress Administration in

Moy 1935, and Mr. 0. A. Harris coatinued to serve as Supervisor of
the work. Therefore, as soon as she completed the above mentioned
observations, the writer began to persuade Mr. Harris to bring the
qualified teachers together in one centrally located place, and to
schedule classes in all four fields of the secondary school, English,

mathematics, social studies, and natural sciences.

Mr, Harold Brigham, Librarian of the Louisville Public Libraries,
also became interested in the idea, and considered the organization
of such & school at the Library at Fourth and York Streets, since
there were three rooms and the suditorium at the Library already in
use by WPA classes, However, Mr., Brigham felt that an organized
school would soon outgrow the library capacity; also, that it was\the
function of the Board of Education to furnish a school building for

educational purposes,

Dur ing the months of March through June, 1936, Mr. O. A. Harris,
through his current events classes, and the writer, through her
English and public speaking classes, tried to find out the coancen-
sus of opinion or desire for an organized school for adults. Much

enthusiasm was expressed and reported.

On the evening of July 16, 1936, a mass meeting was held at the bvand-

stand in Shawnee Park., Several entinusiastic women volunteered to
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work for a high school and reguested that it be held in the west
end of the city, Mr. Harris agreed to make inquiries about possibvle
meeting places. He consulted Dr. Zenos Scott, Superintendent of
Louisville Schools, and it was agreed that the portable buildings
at Shawnee High School might be used, provided that the cost of uti-~

lities and janitorial services were paid by the users,

On September 7th &t 7300 P.M., registration began for the first term
of the Adult Night High School under the WPA BEducational Program. It
was soon seen that the number who registered would not be sufficient
to meet the $57 per month necessary for the use of two portable
buildings. The eanrollment fell below the expected number because
the nucleus of the movement was in the central part of town and at-
tendance at Shawnee was prohivitive because the distance reguired

carfare,

The next step was to find a cheaper place to meet, 7 This was ac-
complished by Miss Asanath Brewster, one of the members of the fac-
ulty of the new school, who, through the pastor of the Baptist Church
at Forty-fourth and Main Streeits, secured the use of three Sunday
School rooms for $25 per month, This amount was paid by the teachers

and pupils,

7 Under the WPA Ruling, Operating Procedure, G-I, (Funds For Salaries,
Sponsor's Contributions - Housing)




36

Classes were begun in mathematics, social studies, general sciencse,
and English, The first teachers were Miss Elenors Smith, graduate
of Nazareth College, mathematics and science; Miss Asanath Brewster,
graduate of Indiana State Normal, history and social studies; the

writer, graduate of Bastern Kentucky State Teachers College, English,

For six weeks, the Adult Night High School in the Sunday School rooms
worked very well, but when the weather became cold the only method
of heating was by gas stoves., Then too, the church decided to use
the rent money to paint the inside of the building. The combina=-
tion of bitter cold weather, gas fumes and turpentine odor forced

the decision to move.

One of the class members then offered the use of her home which was
farnece heated. Since there were seldom more than twenty-five per-
sons present at a time, the offer was accepted and the school moved
to the home of Mrs. Nina Burkhead, Thirty-ninth and Market Streets,
Here the work continued until the end of the semester, The last
meeting was that memorable Friday in January whean flood waters be-
gan to rise in the west end of Louisville. Some of the streets were

covered with water when teachers and pupils started for home,

After flood destruction was cleared away, the school began a second
semester., This time the use of the Lutheran Church School at Thirty-
seventh and Del Park was obtained, Miss Rose M. Reilly was added to

the faculty. Miss Reilly brought eight pupils from the Jefferson
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Street Branch Library English Class, and four from the English
Class at the Southern Bell Telephone Companye Also, since flood
waters had caused the Main Library BEnglish Class to close, some of
the members of that group came to the Adult High School, Perhaps
it should be noted here that the various projects in other places
had continued; that only the teachers who were needed for the high
school work were permitted to leave their original classes., 3Both
Miss Reilly and the writer continued to teach day classes, as well
as the night classes. This seemed expedient since the success of

the High School Project seemed far from certain,

The second semester ran more smoothly, attendance was good; the
teachers succeeded in holding and increasing interest; and by June
20, 1937, fifty-four persons had completed one semester of high

school work, twenty-five of them one year.

During the entire first year there had been many requests for the
Adult High School to be ceatrally located. Some of the library
classes, which had been disturbed by the flood, met during the
spring and summer months of 1937 at the Methodist Temple at Sixth
and Broadway., In August a mass meeting was held at the Temple to
consider the continuation of the Adult High School. Mr. Harris
was asked to confer with Dr, Zenos Scott and request the use of a

school building,.
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While the group waited for Mr. Harris' report, they proceeded to
work-out class schedules and to formulate classes. By September
7y 1937, 99 persons had registered for high school worke. The
groups met at the Methodist Temple for two weeks; the class organ-
izations were completed and everything was ready but the housing.
Mr, Harris had not succeeded in getting the use of a school build-
ing., PFinally, through the efforts of Miss Mary Sue Bush and Miss
Carolyn Graft, young women who wished to attend the school, the
offer of the use of a school building came, They had called on
Reverend Francis J. Timony, pastor of the Holy Name Catholic Church,
at Third and Heywood. Father Timony, who had the economic and so-
cial welfare of his parish very much at heart, said:

"We have a school building which we use during the day,

but you are welcome to use it in the evenings. It is

paid for and we'd like it to serve as broadly as possi-

ble."
This gracious offer was gladly accepted anmi the Adult High School
moved to the southern part of the city, September 15, 1937. A few
of those who had registered could not follow, but since janitorial

service and utilities were included with the use of the school, the

expenses were very light, being confined to carfare and books,

The attendance increased, and by the end of the first semester 110
persons were eligible for credit. There were 190 eanrolled during
the second term. Miss Elizabeth Green, graduate of Transylvania

College; Mrs, Winnefred Strode, M.A., Columbia University; and Mrs.
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Mrs, Ester Haskell, graduate of Nazareth College; were added to the
faculty, which now counsisted of Miss Asanath Brewster, Miss Rose
Reilly, Miss Elizabeth Green, Mrs. Winnefred Strode, and Mrs, Ester

Haskell, The writer was made principal,

The curriculum was planned on a credit basis, sixty clock hours
were allotted to each subject., In addition to the four major fields,
English, mathematics, science and socisl sciences, four electives
were offered, shorthand, typing, current events, public speaking,
and Latin., The class in Latin was in reply to a special reguest
by a number of persons who desired to become trained aurses. The
writer is glad to report that 85 per cent of the original enroll~
ment had followed through the seeming labyrinth, and that by the
end of the second year some of them, who had done previous high
school work, were ready to graduate. Also, 80 per ceat of the
first enrollment continued until they completed four years of high
school work. The following table was taken from material contain=-
ed in a report made to Mr. O. A, Harris, WPA Supervisor, June 1,
1938, by the writer., It contains the type of information which was

characteristic of WPA reqguests,

TABLE IV

Characteristics of Student Body
Adult EBEducation High School
1937-19386

Number enrolled first semesters Men 50, Women 60, Total 110
Number enrolled second semesters: Men 91, Women 99, Total 190
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Average age B 6 608 066009068 500880 0SRGS0 *e 28 yrs.
Yomest mrson ® 0060 008 0080000000800 8 .18
Oldest person O 4 §

Number unemployed ceesccocccecssscasscsed

Fumber who earn less than $15 weekly...52

Number who earn more than $15 weekly...62

Number who contribute to family bdgt...23

Rumber of heads of families ceeescevesedd

Number of honsewives cecescsscvtoscscsald
The classes were held from six to ten o'clock each evening, Monday
through Friday. Bach class met twice weekly, and the periods ran
one and three-guariters hour. A few classes were offered once per
week for public discussion, current events and public speaking., A4

student could attend two, four, or five evenings per week and earn

one to five credits, Sixty clock~hours in attendance were reguired

for each credit, 8

The First Graduating Class., The first persons to complete the high

school course under the Adult High School were Mrs, Mee S. Beams,
Miss Florence Stith, Miss Bertille Kollros, Miss Ruth Gamble, I,
Willard Lambertus, and Mr. D. N. Slaughter. They were awarded dip-
lomas at the lirst Christian Church, by Mr. R. E. vaugherty, Assist-
ant Superintendent of the Louisville Public Schools, on the evening

of June 9, 1938,

The honor graduate was Miss Bertille Kollros, 211 South Thirty=-
eighth Street, a bookkeeper, who was not too tired at the end of a

day fillea with figures to spend three and one-half hours at the

8 Report:s 'To WPA State Office, By the Principal, June 1, 1938
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night school. In the audience were the two children of Mrs. Mae
S. Beams, who smiled proudly at their mother ~ & stenographer in
the day time, a high school student at night, and at all times a
cheerful, helpful parent, Miss Ruth Gamble, 242 South Thirty-ninth
Street, was a member of the Public Health Nursing Service. She had
earned her nurse's diploma before a high school education was a re-

guirement, Her diploma helped her to meet the new standards,

One of the éraduates who "gquit school"™ just because he wanted to

was Willard Lambertus, 4124 River Park, who dropped out of iale
High School in 1934 in order to help his father in his shoe repair
shop., It is an interesting sidelight that Willard is today, summer,
1944, Captain Willard Lambertus in the United States Air Force. Al-
80, at this writing, Florence Stith, who dropped out of the Louis~
ville Girl's High School in order to help her widowed mother, has
since graduated from the louisville Baptist Hospital School of Nurs-
ing. She is a Red Cross Nurse now, Mr. D. N. Slaughter is an op-

tician and is connected with a Louisville optical company.

One point of interest at this first commencement was the good fel-
lowship expressed by the ministers who represented different re-
ligious faiths, in their cooperation with the program of adult educa-
tion, Dr. Homer Carpenter, pastor of the First Christian Church,
arranged to have the commencement held in the smaller auditorium of

his church; Father Paul Durban, director of education at the Holy
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Name School, which had housed the adult school, gave the invocation;
the Reverend Hansford D. Johnson, pastor of the Broadway Baptist

Church, pronounced the benediction.

The address of the évening wes made by Mr. O, A, Harris, who was in=-
troduced by Willard Lamberius, President of the class., Msic was
furnished by members of the student body. The first graduates have

gset a standard which all other classes have had as 8 challenge.

Adult High School Moved to Monsarrat School Building. The program

and progress of the high school project were carefully observed by
& large number of public minded individuals and groups. Among them
were several groups of Louisville club women. The results of the
first two years pleased them. Then one of the clubs decided to come
to the aid of the school. A committee from the League of Women Vo=~
ters called upon Ir, Zenos Scott, Louisville Public Schools Super=-
intendent. They requested the use of a centrally located school
building. Monsarrat School was chosen because it was near the pub-
lic library which the students could use for reading and reference
worke. The request of the committee was granted and the school moved

t0 Monsarrat in June 1938. 9

The student body was very happy about the change. They were saved

hours of time which could be used in study. Many of them came from

9 Records Works Proszress Adaministration, State O0ffice, June 1938
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Jobs in stores in the central part of town and could go the library
after work or come directly to the school. Although the building
was an old one, it was equipped with large desks, blackboards and
some maps, It was quite satisfactory, and the classes enjoyed hav~
ing a place centrally located. Those who had previously attended
classes in the library showed other students how to use its refer-
ence rooms and open stacks, and from the very first day at Monsarrat

the library became an integral part of the school.

The First Summer School at Monsarrat, The Adult BEducation High

School moved to Monsarrat School June 15, 1938. The first summer
school began at once. In order to conform to the sixty hour per
credit regulation, it was found that students would have to attend
five eveanings per week, two hours per class. Therefore, the sum=-
mer school was planned for six weeks, and offered two classes per
evening, five evenings per week. A student could attend two hours
per evening and earn one e¢redit, or four hours and earn two credits,
The classes were from 6300 to 8300 and from 8:00 to 10:00 P.M. The
work offered during the summer was planned to help citizens know more
about Kentucky. The English class studied Kentucky authors; the hise
tory class studied the history and geography of Kentucky; the science
¢clas8 worked on public health problems of louisville and Kentucky;

and the general mathematics class worked on local business problems,

There were 100 enrolled, and 76 of the number attended the entire

time, five evenings per week for 8ix weekSe



Progress in the Central location. After the Adult Education High

School moved to lonsarrat Junior High School Building at Fifth and
York Streets, the enrollment increased rapidly. The close proximity
to the public 1ibrary was a great advantage. The coordination of
facilities, the use of books and other materials, the reading rooms,
which the adult students used for study, all helped to increase in-
terest, The careful planning of the curriculum, and the aggressive
atmosphere of the school contrioutec toward its accrediting. Mr.
Mark Godman, State Supervisor from Frankfort, visited the school in

June, 1938, checked its procedures cerefully, and agreed to approve

its credits for college entrance, 10

The following is an excerpt from a letter to principals of Louisville
High Schools, by W. T, Rowland, Jr., Assistant Superintendent In
Charge of Secondary Educations

Relative to accrediting work done by the WPA Night High
School, I am informed by Mr. Mark Godman, Director of
Supervision, State Department of Education, that "At the
meeting of the accrediting Committee on Januery 28, 1939,
the following notion was passed: 'It was moved by Mr.
Ligon that pupils in the adult education schools should
get credit for work completed. Seconded by Mr. Deacon.
Motion carried'.® In accordaace with the foregoing,
you are authorized to accept credits from the local WPA
Adult Education High School, when properly certified by
the principal of that school,

10 letter of Approval Recorded in WPA Records, State 0ffice, Jan=-
usry, 1939
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It was distinctly an adult school, planned around adult interest;
totally voluntary and, as far as possible, informal. The enroll=-
ment increased rapidly, practically doubled each year until it

reached the peak of 1251 persons enrolled in 1940-1941.

Commercial Classes Moved to Monsarrat, The first year in the

central location, 1938«1939, marked another change in the program

of adult education., The commercial classes, which had been meet-

ing in the National Theater Building at Fifth and Walnut, were trans-
ferred to the Monsarrat School. This was done to help unify the pro-
gram offerings. The classes were not, at that time, accredited as
part of the high school curriculum; however, Jjudging by the number
of students who prepared themselves for employment, passed civil
gervice examinations, and reported up-grading in the jobs which they

held, it can be said that the classes did creditable worke

Miss Vers Herrel was in charge of this work, assisted by Miss Florence
O*Brian and Miss Delazine Hardin, They served about 150 students per
year for three years., 1In 1941 Miss Herrel was transferred to the Bow-
man Field School which prepared soldiers for clerical jobs, and liiss
Hardin took charge of the classes at Monsarrat. The number of teach-

ers and the number of pupils served were thus curtailed,

Elemsntary Classes at Monsarrat School. The elementary school, known

as the preparatory department, was started at Monsarrat in 1939. Here

75 persons were given training the first year in grade school sub-



46

Jects, The work covered grades one to eight. Miss Mary Alice
Thompson, Mrs. Claude WAggoﬁer. and Miss Elsie Boles taught the
elementary classes 1939«1941, In 1941, Miss Thompson and Mrs.
Wagsoner left the program and Miss Boles was transferred to the
high school department., From 1941 until the school closed in
1943, Mrs, Sallie Clark and Mrs. Lelia White taught the element~

ary classes at Monsarrat,

A number of interesting stories could be told avout the benefits
received by persons who attended these elementary classes. One is
the progress made by Mr. Charles Blank. Mr, Blank entered the
sixth grade in 1939, He attended every term including the summer
schools; completed the elementary school and three years of high
school by June 1943; followed the adult school to Ahrens Night
High School 1943-1944; and graduated with the first class from
that school June, 1944. Mr. Blank now 18 in the Speed Scientific

School at the University of Louisville. 11

The Assembly Programs of the Adult High School. The assembly pro-

grams were planned to give unity to the school. They were in-
structive as well as pleasant. They tried to bring larger uander-
standing of social, civic, and economic provlems., <There were cur-

rent evenits discussions, lead by Mr. O. A. Harris, Local Supervisor;

11 Permanent Records of Ahrens Night High School, 1943-~1944
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sometimes special music and always group singing. From tine to
time, there were visiting speakers. Some of the visitors were: 12

br. L. R. Alderman, Director W.P.A. Bducation, Washington, D.C.
Miss Ruth Kotinsky, Editor "Community Councils", Washington, D.C.
Mr, Harold Brigham, ILouisville Librarian
Mayor Joseph D, Scholtz, Mayor of Louisville
Mr, W. P. King, Bditor Kentucky School Journal
Mr. Frederick Stamm, Director Adult Bducation, University of
Louisville
dr. Grady Rowntree, Louisville Public Health Officer
Mr. Lindsey E. Allen, State Director of WPA Bducation
Captain lLee Cary, First Aid Demonstrator, Louisville Police De-
partment
Mr, Orville Stivers, Superintendent Jeffersoa County Public
: Schools
Miss Florence Housewald, Supt. Louisville Public Health Nurses
br. J. K. long, Supervisor Secondary Bducation, louisville Pub-
lic Schools
Rev., Felix Pitt, Superintendent lLouisville Parochial Schools
Miss Anna J. Haynes, Director Health Education Research
Mrs. Lillian Jones, Former Supervisor Health Bducation, Jeffer=-
son County
Mr. Hugh Hughes, Goverament Soil Conservationist
Mr. R. E. Daugherty, Assistant Superintendent Louisville Public
Schools
Dr, Maurice Seay, Bureau of School Service, University of Ken=-
tucky
. Lieutenant B, E, King, Education Director at Bowman Field
Miss Lens Hillirich, Louisville Art Supervisor
Mr. L. L. Hudson, uvistrict Supervisor WPA Education Projects
¥Mr. Roy Chumbler, Supervisor workers HEducation
Rev. Homer Carpenter, Pastor First Christian Church

The assemblies were well attended by both regular students and
visitors. ‘hey were definite examples of democratic practice in
education., All were invited, none had to attend. They furnished
opportunity for timid or sensitive adults to share in the school
service without being regularly enrolled. An adult was an invited
guest until such time as he had the courage to come and say, "I need
more schooling.” Many came with their friends to the assemblies, or

as visitors to classes., ihen they saw that others, as old as they,

12 Records and Reports of the Principal, Adult Education High School
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were going to school and enjoying it, they too came. The growth
of the high school, from 81 the first year to 1251 the fifth year,
is partly explained by the informal and democratic practice of the
entire school. The writer feels that 1t was tharough the assemblies

that the real philosophy of the school reached the people,

The Defense Training Program. Juring the early part of 1941, pre-~

paratory classes were organized for men who desired to take exam-
inations for service in the Air Corps or Mechanical Forces. The
Officer in Command of Education at Bowman Field visited the Adult
High School and arranged to send groups of 10 to 20 young men each
8ix weeks, one third of a semester, to work in the classes in

mathematics and English vocabulary. Miss Thelma Mancy was in

charge of this specific part of the program. <The classes served
150 men the first semester, and continued to serve on a smaller

scale until the close of the school June 1943, 13

The Alumni Association. When the second class was ready to grad-

uate from the Adult Education High School 1939, the first class of
six organized themselves into an Alumani Club and planned to honor

the new gradﬁating class., They planned a dinner and social function
at which time they received the new graduates as members of the club.
They became known as The Alumni Association of The Adult School.

From year to year they gained intecrest and added members. When the

13 Newspaper Articless louisville Courier=-Journal, Jau. 12, 1942
and Dec. 11, 1942
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school closed there were 176 members., They formed a strong and
progressive organization which loyally backed the school in appre-
ciation of the opportunity which it had given them, They assisted
one another; planned social and recreational programs for their
own group and for the school; attended assemblies; brought in new
students; and from time to time helped with the clerical work, and
exchange book sales for the school. When the school closed, they
appealed to the mayor and other public minded persons for the con-
tinuation of adult education opportunities in Louisville. from
this group of 176 graduates there are today:

Captains in the United States Air lorce

Lieutenants in the United States Army

Red Cross Nurses in Foreign Service

Public Health Nurses

Registered Practicing Nurses

Nurses in Training

Secretary to the Commander at Fort Knox

Secretary in the Mayor's Office

Civil Service ZEmployees at Washington, D. C.

Captaein in the Police Force

Religlous Workers

Insurance underwriter

Accountants

Executive, Louisville Telephone and Telegraph Co.

Supervisor Distress Service, Tel. and Tel. Col, Nashville,
Tenn,.

[l o ST VI B S ol S S L

20 Entered college
11 Stenographers or Bookkeepers

Miss Virginia Sympson, secretary for the association, reports that

there are a number of the graduates working in defense plants, 1%

14 DPermanent Recoras of the Alumni association, adult Education
High School
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Growth of the Curriculum. As the school grew in atteadance and

interest the curriculum grew; the original pattern enlarged to

six fields. These changes are shown in Table V, Paged 5land 52.

Summary of the Work of the Adult Education High School, WPA Pro-

gram, In summarizing the work of the Adult High School conducted by
the Works Progress Association, the writer offers the following
table which shows the enrollment by terms; the number of gradustes;

and the average age of those who attended,

TABLEVI

Summary of Enrollment in
Iouisville Adult Education High School

1936 - 1943
First Second Summer Humber Average
Semester Semester School Total Graduating Age
1936~1937 27 54 None 81 None 28
1937-1938 110 150 76 376 6 28
1938-1939 355 427 156 938 18 &7
1939-1940 449 496 177 1124 4 4
1940-1941 499 5:7 225 12561 55 22
1941-1942 379 390 198 967 43 <l
1942-1943 440 392 No School 867 50 21
Totals 2259 2478 832 5569 176 P2

The table above does not include the elemeatary classes, which en-

rolled & total of 216. This averaged 28 per year. There were 99



TABLE V

Adult Bducation High School EBnrollment
by Classes - 1942-1943

First Semester Second Semester

English Department

English I 48 English IL 45
English III 45 English IV 46
English V 35 English VI 35
English VII 33 English VIII 44
Public Speaking 30 Public Speaking
Vocabulary 30 & Discussion
Forum 55
Total 216 Vocabulary 35
Total 260
uages
Latin I 25 Latin II 20
Latin III 11 Spenish I 25
French I 10 French II 10
Total 46 Total 55
Social Sciences
Social Studies 35 Social Studies 33
World History 30 Wworld History 0
U.S. History 38 U.S. History 35
American Govdt. 35 Am, Govt. II 35
Latin-Am, Hdist. 20 Latin-Am.Hist, 20
El. Economics 20 El. Bconomiecs 20
Beonomic Geog. 20 Beonomic Geog. <0
Citizenship for Citizenship for
Foreign-born 45 Foreign-born 45

Total 43 Total 238
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TABLE V (Continued)

First Semester Second Semester

Natural Sciences

General Science 20 General Science 20
Biology I 22 Biology I1I 15
Physiography 15 Physiography 12
Heal th Science 15 Health Science 12
Parent Ed. & First Aid (Men
Home Nursing 20 only) 20
Total 92 Total 79
Mathematics
General Math, I 48 General Math.IIX 45
Algebra I 30 Algebra II 30
Algebra Il 0 Algebra IIIX 14
Trigonometry 10 Algebra 1 20
Geometry I &5 Geometry II <0
Pre-Aviation Pre-Aviation
Mathematics 75 Mathematics 45
Total 208 Total 174
Commercial
Shorthand 38 Typing T2
Ad, Shorthand 25 Shorthand 35
Total 63 Total 107

Class BEarollment .....868
Individual Enrollment 440
Av, No., classes .eveeels 98
Grades 1-4) Ele~ 22
Grades 5=8) mentary 0

Class Barollment ¢.....913
Individual BEnrollmeat 392
AV, NO. CluSS€8 eeeees Re34
Grades 1-4) Ele- 10
Grades 5-8) mentary 30
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who completed grade 8. The table does not inciude the business
eaucation classes from 1938 to September 194Z. (See Page 50)

There were 450 enrolled in that department.

WPA Adult High School Closed April 1, 1943. Before the WPA Adult

High School closed an appeal was made to Superintendent Zenos Scott
and the Board of Bducation of the Louisville Public Schools, through
the clubs, the newspapers and the public in general, to continue the
services it was rendering. At the March meeting of the Board of Edu-
cation, a representative of the Louisville League of Women Voters,
Mrs., William Ladd, Chairman of the Committee on Education, made an
appeal for the coantinuation of the school. Mrs. Ladd stated that
from time to time memb;;s of the Leegue had visited the school and
observed its work; and that they highly approvea the services which

it rendered to Louisville citizeas and strongly recommended its con-

tinuation as a permanent part of the Public School System,

The requests were considered and the school was coatinued from April
1, until the end of the semesiter June 4, 1943. The salaries were
paid from the Public School fund, and the school was permitted to
continue without interruption until the close of the semester.

This action was greatly appreciated by those who were attending,
since it enabled them to get the credit for that term's work., The
fifty members of the senior class who planned to graduate were es-

pecially happy.



Throughout the months of June and July many interested citizens,
as well as the student body and faculty were anxiously awaiting
some definite action from the Board of Education. Appeals were
made by telephone calls, letters, newspaper articles, and a radio
address about the need for this service in Louisville. Perhaps
some excerpts from newspaper articles and letters might be ap-

propriate here. The first is from the Louisville Courier-Journal

Point of View Column, June 19, 1943, 15

There is an educational activity which I hope will be
continued even though the WPA has withdrawn its finan=-

cial support. This is the Adult High School which has been
carried on at the Monsarrat School, Fifth and York, in
order thait the adults who worked during the day might have
the privilege of getting a high school education at nights

No one can question the good this school has done who has
seen how eagerly these adults have grasped the opportunity
of finishing their high school work. A book could be writ-
ten filled with human interest stories about the individual
students whose ages ranged from teen age 1o grand-mothers,

I remember attending the graduasting exercises at the Christ-
ian Church and how inspiring it was to see these students,
some of them white-haired, come forward so proudly for

their diplomas!

It was my privilege to attend this school one winter in or-
der to take public speaking. 4Across from me sat a newsboy
and on the other side & man avout sixty years old. Am=-
bition knows no age.

I feel sure that the Board of Education will continue to
meet this need by supporting such a worth-while effort,

Signed,
Emily Vaught,
Secretary to:
Mr. F.G. Burdorf

15 Newspaper Article: Iouisville Courier=-Journal, June 19, 1943
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The next is a copy of a letter to Dr. Zenos Scott about the con-
tinuation of the WPA Adult High School. 16 It is very interest-
ing because it refers to the Night School at Finzer and Broadway,

1886-1891, which has been mentioned in Table II, page 14, of this

study.

Dr. Zenos Scott,

Supt. of Public Instruction,
Board of Education,

5th & Hill Sts.,

IﬂuisVille. Ky.

Dear Dr. Scott;

We have been so greatly interested in the Adult Hight
High School. I have known many of the pupils personally
and have followed them through the years. It scems to
me this school has met a great need,

Years ago there was a night high school at Finzer on
Broadway, and an o0ld, old. friend of mine, Mrs, K. E.
Robinson, was Principal. She used to talk of so many of
her former pupils. There was Fred Diehl, now an Official
of the Liberty Bank, Joe Haury, now an Official of the
Todd=Donnigan Iron Co. There were the three Klingmsn
boys; George and John were Ministers and Fred a Bank Ac-
countant, the two Hiltons, one of them, I believe, is now
Head of the Christian Church ¥Widows and Orphans Home,
There was George King, who became Head of the King Ex=-
traction Co. at San Francisco, Peter Meyer now & Plumber,
Wm. Balke, Head of the Balke Irom Co., George Sutherland,
Mr. Volkerding, and a number of other names of men who
have passed on, or I have forgotten, but they all felt
they owed their success in l1ife to the help and encourage-
ment that they had received in night high school,

In Mr. Nicholas Finzer's lifetime, he was an ardent sup-
porter of this particular school effort.

16 Letters Addressed to Dr. Zenos Scott, Superintendent of Louis-
ville Public Schools, June 1943, from Miss Florence Housewald,
Superintendent of Public Health Nursing in Louisville. (A copy
of this letter was sent by Miss Housewald to the writer of this

thesis. )
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I have the same appreciation and admiration for Mrs,
Flora Morris, as I had for Mrs. K. E. Robinson, because
they are alike in their ability to encourage and inspire
those who are attempting, in adult life, to make up high
school education,

With a deep appreciation of the past and present work of
this night high school, and looking toward the future, I
feel that it is farsighted for the Board of Education to
again sponsor & night high school,
Wishing you continued success,

Sincerely yours,

Florence L. Housewald

Monsarrat School Building Closed. In the report of the Louisville

Public School Survey, it was recommended that Monsarrat School be
closed and that the 348 junior high school pupils of lbnsarrat Day
School be accommodated in other junior high schools. 17 The re-
commendation includeds: "the school should be abandoned and the
building raged.” The recommendation was carried out and although
tﬁe building was not razed, it was abandoned June 30, 1943, That
was a great disappointment to the students of the night school be-
cause they had learned to love it. It was coaveniently located

and when lighted at night it had a welcome atmosphere,

The First Hope of Reopening. The question of continuation of the

Adult Night High School was under consideration by the Board of Ed-

ucation throughout the entire summer.

17 Works, George A., Survey Report of the louisville Public Schools,
(City of Louisville, 1943) p. 129
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Many people telephoned the writer, who could give them no re-
assurance that the school would coatinue. A number of the
teachers who had helped to build the WPA School found it neces-~
sary to take other kinds of teaching, in order to assure them-
selves of work. Three of the teachers went to Jefferson County
High Schools; one to the Louisville Public Schools; and two
changed to other kinds of work. The writer went to wWayne, Michi-

gan to teach in the Community Center School.

Finally a newspaper article appeared which brought hope to many
who were eagerly watching the papers. 18
Adult School Opening Goal

Louisville Adult High School, closed when WPA funds for
its support were no longer available, probably will be

re~opened in October, Stuart C. Campbell, presideant of

the Board of Education, said today.

"Monsarrat Sehool Building, which formerly housed it,

has been closed", said Mr., Campbell, "but I am coafident
we will find a new place and funds to carry on. It prob-
ably will re-open ia October.™

The chairman said that Zenos B. Scott, c¢ity school super=-
intendent, "is compiling all information on the matter
and will submit it to the board at a September 7 meeting
when some definite action will be taken,™

Urging re-opening of the school, an alumni committee of

the institution wrote Mr. Scott: "We believe that the edu~
cational leaders of Louisville deem it sufficiently im-
portant to continue this work, which has become so vital

in the life of our community. We feel that our ability to
understand something of the trend of concerted effort today

18 HNewspaper Article: Louisville Times, September 1, 1943.
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"was gained by our attendance at Louisville Adult
High School and we sincerely hope that the same op-
portunity will be given those who have not as yet
completed high school and are anxiously awaiting re-
opening of the school."

The committee added that about 5,000 persons have
attended the school with the average semester en=-
rollment being 400 to 500. The group's "full and
earnest cooperation™ was promised in seeking the re-
opening.

Beginning of The Adult High School Under The Board of Education.

It was decided at the September meeting of the Louisville soard of
Bducation to continue the services of adult education by establish-
ing an aAdult Night High School at Ahrens Trade School. At that
meetings

Dr. Zenos Scott reviewed the history of adult education
in the Louisville public school system from the time of
the stoppage of so-called evening classes in 1932 until
the board this year appropriated sufficient funds to con-
tinue until the end of the term the adult education school
operated by the Works Progress administration.

Scott recommended "very earnestly™ that operation of adult
education schools be incorporated in the board's current
program. As adopted, the plan is to have classes from two
to four nights a week, probably for about three hours a
night, at the schools selected. For non-residents charges
will be on the same basis as in day schools.

Pleasure at the action of the board in voting establishment
of these schools was expressed by Mrs, S. T. Greenbaum,
president, and Mrs, William W. Ladd, chairman of the educa=-
tion committee of the Louisville League of Women Voters. 19
Miss Ethel lovell, Principal of Ahrens Trade High School, was ap-

pointed principal of the Night High School also. The writer, who

19 Newspaper article: ILouisville Courier-Journal, Sept. 8, 1943
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had been principal of the WPA Adult High School, was called back
from Michigan to be 4Assistant Principal. ihe faculty was com-
posed largely of teachers from Miss Lovell's faculty of the Ahrené
Day High School. They were: Miss Marguerite Arnold, science; iir.
Howard Robey, =nglish; Mr. James L. Smith, economics; Miss Alice
Corwin, inglish and literature; Mr. James vistler, mathematics;

Mr. C.Z&. Burkhead, mathematics; Mrs., anna M. Carrico, history and
citizenship; Miss Monta Rae iunstall, English and elementary sub=-
Jects; and kiss Lelazine Hardin, history and typewriting. Mr.
Distler was a member of the faculty of Manual iraining ifiigh School.
Three of the teachers who had taught in the WPA High School were
krs, Carrico, two years; Miss Hardin, one year; and Miss Tunstall,
one semester. 4ll of these teachers excepting the last three named
taught full time in their respective day high schools; they took
the work of the Night High School two evenings per week in addition

to their regular work.

Organization of the Ahrens Night High School. The Adult Night High

School at Ahrens Trade School opened September 27, 1943. The follow=-

ing article appeared in the Louisville Times the afternoon of Sept-
20

ember 29:

A total of 299 persons have registered for Adult Night School
at Ahrens Trade School and 108 at Central Colored High, ir.
J. K. Long, assistant superintendent of city schools, said to~
day. Classes for those who have registered start at 6 p.m.

20 Newspaper Articles Louisville Times, September 29, 1943
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today, but registration will continue from 6 p.m. until

10 p.ms through Wedanesday.
Classes were scheduled to meet four evenings per week, 6 to 8
o'clock and 8 to 10 o'clock. No classes were scheduled for Mon-
day evenings, for the coanvenience of workers in war industry and
in department stores which were open on lMonday evenings. Business
education classes were scheduled on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
6 P.M. to 8 P.M. Americanization classes were scheduled for for-

eign-born persons on Wednesdays and Fridays, 6 P.¥. to 10 P.M,

The regular high school curriculum included English; three social
8cience courses; three courses in mathematics; a general science
unit; and a major in business education including typing, short-
hand, bookkeeping and comptometry. In addition there were ap-
prenticeship courses such as radio maintenance, plumbing, sheet
metal, machine shop and woodwork. 1lhere were a total of 686 per=-
sons enrolled during the first term. Approximately 50 per cent of

the registrants were above 19 years of age.

During October, the high school department, which had an enrocllment
of 381, was reported to the Kentucky State Department of Education
for rating as an accredited high school. During the second semester
the school was notified that its rating was Class A, Thus it became
the first accredited night high school to be conducted under the

auspices of the Louisville Public Schools.

The students were very much in earnest and seemed to enjoy the work.

Many comments were heard about the beautiful and comfortable school.
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Some of those who were enrolled in %ull time high school work
found that regular attendance four evenings per week was diffi-
cult beczuse they often had to work overtime to 8peed up war in-
dustry. They were advised to carry only two or three subjects.
The attendance in some of the classes became rather poorg how-
ever, Miss Lovell said that she was not discouraged, since that

was the condition throughout the United States.

The business department was one of the attractive phases of the
night school. Its enrcllment was nearly 200, Perhaps one of the
happiest groups of students was the class of foreign-born persons
who were preparing to become American citizens. They enjoyed the
friendly atmosphere which the teacher, Mrs. Anna Carrico, created
in the classroom., ‘hirty-four members of this class were granted
United States citizenship February 18, 1944. 21  Another inter-~
esting phase of the work was the use of visual education %o sup-

plement the work of the general science and English classes.

The opportunities offered by the Ahrens Night High School for the
first year were greatly appreciated. There were ten persons who
completed the high school course and were granted diplomas Junse
1, 1944. The graduation exercises were held in the gymnasium-

auditorium of the school., This school has many possibilities for

21 Hewspaper Articles: Louisville Courier-Journal, Feb. 13, 1944
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a broader program of adult esducation and service to the City of
Louisville. Certainly the Louisville School Board should be

praised for making it possible,



CHAPTER IIIX

ADULT EDUCATION UNDER PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEMS OF SOME OTHER CITIES

Back in 1931, Dr. Fred Raglehart in his book Public School Ad-

ministration said:

"The public schools in general were slow in developing
interest in programs of adult education, principally
because they were afraid to involve themselves in ad-
ditional expense, Even in some of the more progressive
cities the programs were meager &and poorly supported,
although facilities for adult education could be pro-
vided economically in the evening hours whem the reg-
ular day school is not in session, 1
Attitudes change. If a survey were made of what has been done
in some of our progressive school systems today, it would very
probably reveal great strides which have been made within a few
years' time, Certainly today we find many professional educators
who have caught the spark of enthusiasm and are encouraging the
organization of adult education centers. Perhaps it would be well
to look at the accomplishments of a few of the schools for the
training of adults,which are supported by public school systems.,
A survey of what has been done in general, even in cities the size
of Louisville is far too broad for this study. Therefore, the
writer has chosen three cities which possess phases of adult educa-

tion which are striking in interest, and which could help to form

patterns to improve the offerings to adults in Louisvilles (1) the

1 Englehart, Fred, Public School Administration, (Ginn and Company,
1931) p. 531
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Opportunity School at Denver, Colorado; (2) the Adult Education
Center, at San Jose, California; and (3) the Public Adult Evening

Schools, in Philadelphia, Peansylvania,

The Opportunity School, Denver, Colorado. The Opportunity School

was established in 1916 under the Board of Education when Mr. Carlos
M. Cole was Superintendent of Schools. It was established largely
through the vision and energy of Miss Emily Griffith, It began in
September, 1916, in an old school building at Thirteenth and Welton
Streets., At present it is housed in a beautiful new building which
is used both day and night for adults. It has an annual attendance

of 9,000 persons, 2

Sources of Support of The Opportunity School. It is financed by

the public school system of Denver. The sources coatributing to its
support are: (1) district school taxes, (2) federal subventions un~
der the Smith-Hughes Act, used in paying one-half the salary of in-
structors in vocational courses which conform to the requirements of
the act, (3) state grants to match part of the Smith-Hughes subvent-
ions, (4) an apportionment from the State Permanent School Fund, (5)

proceeés of the sales of products and services of industries carried

on in the school shops, {6) gifts, $

2 Swift, Fletcher H., and Studebaker, John W., What is This Opportuni-
1y School, "American Association of adult Education®, New
York, 1932. p. 10

3 Ibid., p. 69
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The writer has chosen this school because its philosophy em=-
bodies the great understanding that, "Man must work and have
maintenance which leads to security before he can enjoy the

blessings of cultural advancement."”

The administrative staff of the Opportunity School consists of

two groups: (1) officials belonging to the ceatral administrative
staff of the Denver public school system; (2) officials directly
attached to the school, headed by Miss Emily Griffith, The teach-~
ing staff consists of teachers especially trained to teach adults,
or those who are likely to sympathigze with the purposes and poli-
cies of the school. The teaching staff falls into two groups:

(1) teachers of academic subjects; (2) teachers of special sub=-
Jects including shop instructors. There are 57 teachers includ-
ing clerks in the day adult high school, and 62 in the night adult
school. ‘Jhiety-five of these teach adult classes in both the day

and night schools,

Teachers of academic subjects are paid according to the regular
single salary scale of Lenver. Some teachers of special subjects
are on a permanent suvstitute salary of $5.50 for five hours' work,
Teachers of trade subjects receive a salary equivalent to that of
& shop foreman. This averages about $200 per year less than that

received by the teachers of academic subjects,
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The Curriculum of Opportunity School. Approximately 73 per cent

of the students at Opportunity School are pursuing trade or com=-
mercial courses. Nevertheless, the School is far from being mere-
ly a vocational school, for it provides classes in generel or aca-
demic subjects in its elementary and high school departments,

classes for illiterates, and classes in citizenship. 4

Some classes, such as auto mechanics and beauty parlor training,
admit only those preparing for or those already in a trade. Others,
such as dress-making and cooking, admit on a broader basis. Cer-
tain classes run throughout the year, others only a few months or
weeks, Every effort is made to adjust a student's program to his
personal schedule. The programs of some students must be arranged
for a few hours a week, for alternate weeks, for alternate day and
night classes, for eight hours of intensive work a day, for a few
weeks or a few months., However, possibly 80 per cent of the stu-
dents attend Opportunity School during only one year., This fact,
combined with the fact that the enrollment from year to year is con-
stant and tends to increase, furnishes an important measure of the
educational value of the School. Students are guickly helped to
accomplish their purposes and they urge their friends to seek the

services which have helped them.

4 Swift, and Studebaker, op. cit., pp. &7, 32, 33
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Some of the Courses Offered in Opportunity School. Many courses

are offered in the following fields: (1) commercial, (2) trades,

{3) miscellaneous, and (4) academic.

Commercial courses taught include accounting; business arithmetie,
English, and spelling; bookkeeping; commercial law; use of dicta=~
phone; use of office machinery; office practice; salesmanship;
shorthand; typewriting. Every student who takes shorthand, typing,
or salesmanship, takes business English, If he is taking book-
keeping, he takes business arithmetic, There is a constant attempt

to relate class work to the Jjob for which it is a preparation. 5

Trade courses constituted 38 per cent of the attendance at Oppor-
tunity School in 1930-31. Opportunity School claims to be the first
public school in the United Stutes to offer a course for beauty par-
lor operators., In addition to theoretical and practical training,
students receive instruction in appropriate personsal care, manners,

and ethics,

Jelding Taught at Opportunity School. The combined enrollment in

acetylene and electric welding in 1931 was 502, the largest of the
trade courses offered for men. Vertical, horigzontal, and overhead
welding are taught, Welding processes range from acetylene weld-

ing through atomic arc, carbon arc, and atomic hydrogen welding.

5 Swift, and Studebaker, op. cit., pp. 27, 32, 33
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Different jobs reguire different procéssea. Students at Opportuni-
ty School are taught not only practical techniques but theory and
meny related scieﬁces such as chemistry, physics, metallurgy, aand
mathematics. The course is divided into units. A student may take
only one unit if he wishes., There are no less than 18 positions a

welder can fill after he has completed a course at this school.

The automobile mechanics department undertakes every type of repair
job. Instruction in starting, ignition and lightning is offered in
night classes, Shop courses consist of jobs done by students under
the immediate supervision of highly skilled instructors. Automo~-

biles necessary for shop training are furnished by individual citi-

goens and by dealers. 6

The writer will not try to describe the other trade courses which
gre offered, but will 1list: baking, bricklaying, plumbing, millin-

ery, machine shops. 7

The academic classes in elementary subjects are ungraded with empha=-
sis upon the three "R's". They are taught in both the day and the
night school for adults. Here are found people of every description,
and ages varying from 16 to 78. In school attainments, most of these
students range from the second to the eighth grade, although many
former high school students, and many stenographers, come for train-

ing in English, spelling and other elementary subjects, 8

6, 7, 8 OSwift, and Studebaker, op. cite, pp. 34, 38, 40, 41
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Opportunity School has & fully accredited high school. It pro-
vides no extra-curricular activities, but has the same general
curriculum and grants the same diploma as other Denver high schools.
Its primary aim is to help mature students who lack high school ed-
ncation. These include: (1) individuals preparing to enter college;
(2) draftsmen,‘engineers,»and others who need high school training
for advancement in their occupations; (3) pgrents who wish to keep
up with, or to help, their children; (4) high school graduates re=-
viewing for examinations; (5) students sent from other high schools
to make upvwork or to receive individual attention. Every teacher
hes two one-half hour periods in which to give pupils individual
help. These, of course, are other than his or her regular class

periods,

The miscellaneous courses which are offered ares public speaking,
lip reading, cooking, citizenship, and individual help for 111it-

erates, 9

Most of the thousands of individuals who pass in and out of the
doors of Opportunity School year after year go there seeking either
the fundamental preparation for some vocation, or supplementary
training to increase their efficiency and earning power in the oc-
cupation they are already following. Although tnis is the first and

basic reason for the existence of the School, the principal, assist-

9 Swift, and Studebaker, op. cit., pp. 34, 38, 40, 41
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ant principal, and instructors seek constantly to develop through
personal conference and class discussions other gualities which
are quite as necessary as holding a job, regard for the rights of
others, ability to cooperate, courtesy, right use of leisure time,
personal appearance, building up of soclal attitudes and ideals,
the creation and restoration of self-confidence, and respect for

self and others,

Summary. The writer has chosen this center because the Opportunity
school\contributes something to the understanding of possibilities
in Louisville. The idea that breadwinners, when given a chance for
vocational iraining, could be rehabilitated economically and spirit~
ually. The Opportunity School has coatributed to the economic, oc-
cupational, sqcial, intellectual, and moral needs of large numbers
of persons im a prosperous and growing mid-western city. It is &
tax supported institution and runs both day and night in & sypacious
building provided especially for adults. That is a dream which
Louisville might consider a far distant hope. At present Ahrens
Trade School is equipped to offer vocational opportunities to adults.
Teachers of academic subjects are paid according to the regular
single salary scale of Denver. That is an adjustment which should
be made in the employment of teachers in Iouisville. It iﬁ one of
the important patterns which the Denver Opportunity School can fur~
nish to Louisville., The writer especially likes thg above para-

graph which says "the principal, assistant prineipal, and instructors
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seek constantly the building up of social attitudes and ideals.”

The Adult Education Center, San Jose, California. The Adult Edu=-

cation Center at Seventh and rernando Streets, San Jose, Californ=~
ia, is conducted by the San Jose Public School System. It has
been in operation fourteen years and now uses the Jquarter Term
plan. There were 56 yearly courses offered this past school year;
17 special courses for the fall guarter only, 8 special courses
for thg winter gquarter, and 6 special courses for the spring quar-

ter. 10

There is a registration fee of $1.00 per person, each term. This
is for the whole institution and not for individusl classes, and

admits a student to any and all classes and activities.

In California adult education is provided by law on & state-wilde
basis under the administration and supervision of local boards of
education and local school authorities., Expenses incurred by local
districts for this service are refunded by the state., Close super=-
vision is maintained by the State bepartment of liducation, and all

courses have to be approved on the basis of education worth.

Adult education in California is organized as a separate field om

equal status with other branches, and is administered as a phase of

secondary education,

The curriculum is based on social and cultural needs., The 1ist of

10 Handbook, Adult Education in San Jose Public Schools, September,
1943,
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offerings seems yuite up-to-date and very practical for that section
of the country. We find listings of courses such as the followings:
I, THE SAN JOSE FORUM - discussions with a vital symposium on:

A. BRussia, Great Britain, and the United States
1. historical aims of each nation
2. the contribution of each to the coming victory
3. the post-war aims of each nation
4. the ability of all three to collaborsate

This is the plan for the fall guarter. The winter guart=-
er will consist of discussions of China and other nations
involved in the struggle.

II. 'IHE SAN JOSE FORUM uncer the sponsorship of the Chamber
of Commerce will conduct the following discussiouns:

A, Can America Take (radle-to-Grave Security Plans?
1. the Beveridge Plan of Britsain
2. the NRPB plan and Wagner B8ill in americae

I11, LATIN AMERICA, "Land of Opportunity®

A, A course to foster greater mutual understanding be=-
tween the United States and lLatin Americe ‘
1. Pall Quarters Latin America in Motion Pictures
- (two films shown at each meeting)
2. winter Quarter: The Caribbean and Panama Canal
Motion Pictures

IV, COURSES IN COLOR - "Visusl Bducation" 11

1. Fall quarter: Appreciation of the West
2. dinter Quarter: oScandisavia Then and Now
S« Spring Juarter: New York, world Metropolis

V., G&NGLISH - "The Mother longue'

1., English Workshop = The mechanics of the langusage
2+ Creative Writing - Avocational

11 Films secured partly through University of valifornia and partly
from government sources,
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V. ENGLISH -~ "The Mother iongue™ (continued)

d. Social Conversation - An art

4, Public Speaking - aAn increasing demand
5, DBooks = Book News and Review

6. Children's Literature - For parents

Te ‘the use and enjoyment of the library

VI, SPANISH

1. Elementary =- coaversation aand vocabulary
a. Latin American form - not the Castilian
2, Intermediate - grammar and writing

VII. PSYCHOLOGY OF PERSONALITY

1. Fall Quarter - Psychology of Maturity

£e Winter Quarter - The Psychology of Individual Person=
ality

3. OSpring Quarter - Psychology of Emotions

VIII. FINE aRTS® - sppreciation and applied

1. Everyday art appreciation
2. 4Graphic arts

S. Applied arts - in the home
4, Plastic arts

5, Music appreciation

6., Choral work

7. Instrumental Music

8. Drama

9. Photography

IX, TRAINING FOR COMWMERCE ANuU OFFICE

1, Bookkeeping lMade Easy
2. Office Machines and Machine Calculation
S. Secretarial Practices

X. HOME LIFE - "Women Keep Civilization in Business™
"Children Have First Priority"
1. Family Finsaace
2. Child Psychology
3e Adolescent Psychology
4, Home Maintenance

XI, WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME AGAIN!

Courses to be supplied when they are needed for returned
service men and women,

12 Handbook, Community Art Center, "Studio Appreciation Courses in art,
Music, ana Jrama™  San Jose Public Schools, June 1944
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The Adult Center is planning to meet its responsibvilities in the peri-
od of demobilization, and because an adult education ceater has the
fluidity which permits it to establish whole systems tc meet new sit-
uations, as they arise, it will ha&e ready in time what is needed by
a majority of the cemobilized personnels 13

(a) retraining for new positions

() guidance and placement courses

{c) educational opportunities to complete
high school and junior college

- (d) retraining and reorientation for temporary
workers replaced by men returning to their
permanent jobs

The writer has chosen to give the outline listing some of the courses
offerea in the San Jose Adult Education Ceanter because they embody
civie and social understandings which are extremely vital to the cul-
ture of the time in which we live. Such an outline of coursesfurn-
ishes a pattern which would enrich the program of offerings in Louis-
ville. A good forum is gresatly needed. Our city has many social
problems waich should be brought to the attention of all citizens and
& public discussion forum is an exeellent way to do this, The writer
also likes the San Jose Art Classes. They furnish an opportunity to
adults to grow in the appreciation of cultural values, and provide
both vocational training and avocational interest, Ahrens Trade Night
High School could offer some of them, for there are gcod art rooms at

Ahrens, The courses in "Visual Bducation" are up-to-date and could

13 Handbook -~ Not as yet published. June, 1944,
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set an excellent usable pattern. Ahrens Trade School has a dark room

and a projector which is used by the Adult Night High School.

The Public adult Evening Schools, Philadelphia, Peansylvania. IThe state

of Pennsylvania has long been adult education conscious. In a bulletin,
The Public sdult Evening Schools of Philadelphia, we find the following
letter by Alexander J. Stoddard, Superintendent of Schools: 14

To The Out=of-School Youth and Adults of Philadelphias

With the tempo of war steadily increasing, there is a growing
need for opportunitiss for basic and supplementary training for
young and old. Workers should take time out for relaxation and
recreation if they are to render maximum service to their country
on the production front. Your schools are playing their part in
the war effort in offering, through the adult education and re-
creation programs, many opportunities for men and women (1) to
acquire new skills and knowledge, (2) to increase existing capa-
bilities, as well as (3) to afford opportunities to all for re-
laxation through informal recreation programs or in the pursuit
of hobbies,

The needs of the home front are being met by the schools in afford-
ing opportunities to all to participate in the Town Meetings spon-
sored Jjointly by the School District of Philadelphia and the For-
eign Policy Association. These programs serve to acquaint us bet-
ter with many of the facltors underlying the world conflict im which
we are engaged, :

The problems coafronting parents today are many and complex. Ia
response to numerous rejuests we are furnishing leaders for dis-
cussion groups, composed of pareats who wish to mset together and,
through exchange of experiences and ideas, understand more fully
how to solve problems arising in their homes and communities,

This adult school system strives to be flexible %o the end that it
will best serve the neeas of the community. We welcome sugzestions
from individuals and civic groups that will assist us in achieving
our purpose to serve you to the extent of our ability,

14 Bulletin: The Public Evening Schools of Philadelphia, Board of Ldu-
cation, Livision of uchool Extension, Parkway and iwenty-
first Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1943-~1944.
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The writer quotes this letter because it expresses her philosophy
of adult education mainly in that:
1., it must keep pace with the tempo of the times
2, it must aid in understanding national and foreign policies
3¢ it must lead in solving home and community problems
4., 1t must be flexible and democratie

The work of adult education in Philadelphia is not confined to one

school or ceater, but fifteen different schools are open during

the evenings to men and women.

The Standard High School course for adults begins September 8 and
9; comrercial, distributive education, technical and other formal
courses begin September 20 and 21; recreation and hobby courses be-
gin at the same time, but registrations are accepted at any time so
long a8 accommodations are available. 1In addition‘to the initial
registration, persons may enter for trade extension or technical
courses, and home life courses October 25, 26, 27; January 3, 4, 5;

and February 7, 8, 9. This section of the evening school is divid-

ed into four quarters of approximately six weeks each.

The Schools are free, The classes are coanducted by the School Dis-

trict of Philadelphia, Persons, not residents of Philadelphia,
may enroll in the evening school upon payment of & tuition fee of
$10.00 per term for one course; $15.00 for two courses; $20.00 for

three courses; and $25.00 for four courses.
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The program congists of classes in: (1) General Education; (2)
Citigenship; (3) Technical Courses; (4) The Standard Evening
High School; (5) Arts and Crafts; (6) Home Making; (7) Recrea-
tion; (8) Distributive Education; (9) Commercial Education; and
(10} In cooperation with the Wanamaker Institute: a. Parent Dis-
cuasion Groups, b. Town Meetings, c. #ilm Forums, d. Symphony

Orchestra, e, Junior Town Meeting on the Air,

Standard High School. The Standard Evening High Schools of Phila-
delphia is organized for service to several groups of students
who need the usual high school subjects, and for other specialized

purposes as follows:

1. Pre-high school students, those who have not finished the
first eight grades, have an opportunity to complete their
preparation for high school in the High School Preparation
course,

2. Studeants who have not as yet finished an accredited high
8¢hool course leading to & high school diploma, for ad-
mission to college, or to meet pre-professional reguire-
ments of the State uvepartment of Public Instruction, or
to meet the requirements for business advancement,

Se day school students who need not more than two or three
subjects to meet the graduation reguirements of their
respective day schools for a diploma. These subjects must
be completed within one school year after the student
leaves the day school if he desires to graduate from the
day school. These are called Pareat-Scnool Students,

4. Graduates of day schools who need college entrance units
or who need additional mathematics or science courses for
technical advancement or army requirements. These are
called Graduates,

5. Students with particular interests in Knglish Literature
(Contemporary Urama, Poetry, Philogy, FPlays of Shakespeare);
advanced Composition (Broadcast scripts, motion picture
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scripts, short story, magazine articles); Art Apprecia=-
tion and the Philosophic Background of aesthetics;
Spanish or French Conversation. 7These are called ixten-
sion Students,

6, In addition to the avove, there are certain specialized,non-
standard courses including Chinese, Lip Heading, and Speech
Improvement.

The Philadelphia Standard Evening High Schools are held four

nights weekly, the classes meeting alternately Monday and Wednes~

day, or iluesday and Thursday from September 8 to June. The adult

attitude of teacher and studeant dominates the classroom procedure

and administrative leadership.

Student participation in the government of the school is a bilg fac-
tor in its success and serves to mske the newcomer feel comfortable.
It gives opportunity for student leadership in a practical and
forceful way. The socizl life of the school is carefully guided by
the Student Senate, which publishes a monthly paper "The Evening
Star", carries on athletic programs, conducts assemblies, sponsors
school dances and generally assists in the smooth operation of

school administration,

This school meets & genuine community need for the more formal type
of education leading to a particular objective =-- a high school
diploma. Despite the condition of the times 3000 students register-
ed last term and considering the necessity of military service or

defense sctivity, they maintained a remarkable record of attendance

and achievement.
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The curriculum offered by the Standard Evening High Schools of
Philadelphia can furnish information , and a definite goal for

the Louisville Adult Night High School. The kinds of service
which it offers to various types of student; the variety of cours-
es offered; and the democratic procedure of studeant participation

all appeal to the writer,

Summary of the Chaptere. Bach of the adult education centers re-~

viewed in this chapter offers something of definite interest for
the program in Louisville. The Opportunity School of Denver of=-
fers patterns for vocatiogal training and indiviaual guidance,
and its regulsr schedule of a single salary scale for the staff
is needed in Louisville. The San Jose Adult Education Center of-
fers the pattern for an excellent forum for the study of local,
state, and world problems in social, civic and economic fields,
Louisville needs such a forum. The Philadelphia Standard Evening
High Schools offer many suggestions which if followed would en=-

rich the program which is offered in Louisvilile.



CHAPTER IV
POSSIBILITIES FOR SERVICE IN LOUISVILLE

THROUGH ADULT EDUCATION TODAY

For the past three yeafs the emphasis in adult education has been
on & "Training For War Program". Today, although the war is not
as yet won, we must turn our attention to a “"Training For Read-
justment to Peace Time Activities Program'. The returning vet-
erans are filtering back and war industries are turning attention
toward peace-time production; therefore, perhaps the most timely
consideration in adult education service is as

Counselling Service and Retraining Program

1. PFor the returning persomnel of the armed forces
2. For the readjustment and retraining of war workers

3. For assistance to the homefront worker whose job
has remained static

4, TFor morale building and assistance to those who
are emotionally strained

5. [For quick and wholesome plans for relaxation and
recreation

One way to expedite such a plan would be the formation of & council
composed of representatives of each organization waich conducts &
program of adult education, to work im conjunction with representa=-
tives of the Veterans Bureau., The Veterams 3Bureau has an active
program of counselling, and the agencies which attempt to furnish
training for returned veterans would be better able to serve if

there were a co-ordinating agency, such as the above mentioned coun-



8l

cil. Also, the publication of circulars or pamphlets which inter-
pret opportunities available, Community councils for adult educa-

tion are advocated by the American Association of Adult Education. 1

Rehabilitation Program. The part which an adult education school

or center can play in this "Rehabilitation Program" is vital because
general education is the foundation for required understandings in
all training or development. An adult must have the tools of learn-
ing before he can advance either vocationally or socially. Hence,
there should be carefully planned and specific programs of basic
training for improved 8cholarship from the level at which an adult

stucaeat finds himself,

A program for training or retraining adults ahould include the fol-
lowing major considerationss

l. Genersl Education

2. Vocational Training

3. Civic and Social Understandings

4. Recreational Opportunities

General Education. General education courses should be planned to

advance the learning of adults of any grade level., There should
be elementary schooling for adulte to enter high school; for adults
who are functionally illiterate; and for adults who need refresh-

ment in some part of the elementary course,

1 Community Councils In Action: Journal of adult Education,
(American association for Adult Education, New York, 1941}
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Standard Adult High Schools There should be an established and

standard hish school for adults who desire to have some measure-
ment of educational achievement; for those who desire high school
training to aid in fuller and more satisfactory living; and for
those who wish to standardize credits for college entrance,

Vocational Training., One of the first coasiderations for & pro=-

gram of adult education is the development of skills and under=-
standings for earning a living. Without means of livelihood no’
man can be happy or independent enough to enjoy cultural pursuits,.
Therefore, of paramount importance is a program to develop skills
and understandings, for those who desire a specific vocation such
as: business ecucation; distributive training (selling); trade ex-
tension courses; or technical training.

Civic and Social Understandings, Closely allied with the programs

of vocational training and an integral part of an academic program
of adult education is the study of "Civic and Social Affairs™, Such
a program is fundamental to the general welfare of the whole nation.
Such & program should be planned for responsible citizenship; for
local interest and improvement; for civie cooperation; for improve-
ment in "The American Way of Life"; for citizenship training for

the foreign-vorn; for safeguarding the family as a unit basic to

our culture; for the ideals of socially acceptable conduct; for re-
ligious and social welfare; for better cooperation with the post-

war world; and for the simple needs necessary for "living with one

another",
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The ZEncyclopedia of Educational Research gives the following state-
ment which seems pertinent here:

The adult who wishes to understand the modern world and to
obtain impasrtial and accurate knowledge of citizenship, of
facts of social importance necessary to effective behavior

a8 a citizen and as a8 fully developed normal person, is u-~
sually poorly guided and ill served. There are not enough
courses in the social sciences; coversge by forums and dise-
cussion groups is thin and ineffective, BEven "cultural" op=-
portunities are not easily accessible to large groups of citi=-
zensg moreover, the offerings are personal rather than social
and are marred by duplication and confusion of purposes. Op=-
portunity to establish social coatacts and to escape from
monotony would seem to be widespread in modern urbanized so-
ciety, but there is much evidence of unsatisfied need es-
recially for assistance in developing personal ability to en~-
gage in social life,

Social Activities and Recreation. One of the major considerations

for service through adult education is a program of wholesome socdal
activities and recreation. This should be planned for the returned
veteran; for the tired war worker; for the emotionally strained; for

the lonely individusl; for the average citizen,

What Can Be Done in Programs Such &8 Those Mentioned Above. The ele-

mentary department of a school for adults should not be graded too
strictly. Many persons who have not completed the grade school but
whose minds have been matured through life's experiences could be
given short orientation courses to establish the use of the funda-
mental tool subjects, In a comparatively short time, they will be

able to pass standardized tests for high school entrance. Those

2 Bittner, W. S., Adult Education, Encyclopedia of Educational Re-
search, 1940. p. 25
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who are classified in the middle grades =-- perhaps the fourth

grade through the sixth -- should be given much practice in oral
readings in simple understandings of correct spoken English;

letter writing and simple written forms which they can use in

daily contacts; history, geography, literature, scientific in-
ventions, and news of the changing world are all included in the
reading materials which are now especially prepared for adult ele-
mentary classes. Those who are total illiterates can be taught to
read, write, aﬁd use the fundamental combinations of arithmetic,

The above simple learnings can help individuasls to become better
citizens by the psychological process of being accepted in the

world in which they live. They will gain some of the needed self=-
respect which is required to meet the difficulties of daily living,.
Mbtﬁods used with adults in the elementary levels are varied. They
respond gquickly to the "individusl interest™ plan, in which an in-
aividusl advances as rapidly as he can through his own interest;
they also like the "socialized group plaan", in which a group of sev-
eral persons of the same level work together and share ideas and ma-

terials,

What Can Be Done in a Standard High School for Adults. The offerings

of a standard high school course are somewhat determined by the re-
quirements set by state law. In Kentucky these are very few: six-
teen units, three of which must be in snglish, and one in american

history. In Louisville, major and minor fields for study must be
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chosen, at least one subject other than English must be pursued
three years, and at least two subjects must be pursued two years.
That allows a choice of subjects which appeal to the individusal
student. The following is a suggestion of courses which could be
made available in various high school fieldsi

English - written and spoken grammar, word study, composition,
creative writing, Jjournalism, effective speech, pub=-
lic speaking, interpretive reading, dramatics, speech
improvement for defective speakers, l1lip reading for
the deafened

Literature - prose writings, poetry, short story, novel, essay,
editorial, current literature, American literature,
English literature, literature of early civillzations

Mathematics =~ general mathematical practices, business arith-
metic, slgebra, plane geometry, bookkeeping

Social Sciences - history (American reguired) World, European,
English, Modern; goverament, economics, sociology,
current event discussion groups, Americanization for
foreign=born 9

Science - biological and physical, general science (introductive)
health education, physiology and hygiene, biology,
physics, chemistry (elementary), physiography

Foreign Languages - Spanish, French, Russian, Latin or Italian

Fine Arts - music appreciation, choral singing, art appreciation,
applied arts, handicrafts, interior decorating, cost-
ume design, and window dressing. 4

Forum-Public Discussion Groups - economic problems, social prob=-
lems, civic problems, trade and travel (visual educa~
tion applied), foreign affairs, good-neighbor policy

$ TFunction of Living, "™Education for Victory Journal”, July 20, 1944
p. 19

4 Community Art, "Department of Adult Education™ (San Jose Public
Schools, San Jose, Califorania, 1944)
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6

Vocational courses which could be offered., Adult education

courses can be offered to men and women returning to civilian

pursuits, who need to learan new skills and understandings.7 The

following outline shows vocational courses and the academic cours-

es necessary for understandings needed by workers in these fields:

A. Commercial Education:

1.
2.

S
4.
S

6.
T
8.
9'
10.
11.

shorthand and typewriting

duplicating machine opera-
tion

calculating machine opera-
tion

bookkeeping for small store

owners and clerks

bookkeeping machine opera=-
tion

accounting

commercial correspondence

office practice

commercial law

commercial geography

income tax computation

B. Distributive Education (Selling):

1.
&
Se
4.
5,
6.

7.

retailing

salesmanship

retail merchandising

window and counter display

marketing

retail meat cutting and
selling

food products study

Related Academic Understandings

English, spelling
general mathematics
democracy
economics

social relationships - etnics

Related Academic Understandings :

English(reading, spelling,speech)
srithmetic

8ocial relationships - ethics
democracy

economics

7 Debatin, Framk M., Administration of adult Education, pp. 425-429

6 How to Organize School=-administered Forums, Forwm Planning Handibook,
(American Association for Adult BEducation) pp. 50-59
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C. Trade Preparatory: Related Academic Courses:
l., antomobile mechanics mathematics
2« Dblueprint reading
S cabinet making reading, spelling
4, commercial art \
5, dress design and democracy
draping
6. electrical construction electricity

7. machine shop practice
8, mechanical and archi=-
tectural drawing
9. radio, and radio code
practice
10. general woodwork

D, Trade Extensiong Related Academic Courses:
1. blueprint reading English (reading and spelling)
2. drafting - architectural
3. electroplating mathemat ics
4., optical machanics
5. petroleum refining democracy
7. power plant engineering economics
8. printing - hand composi=-
tion, layout, presswork, electricity
linotype

9. tailoring

10, textiles - fabric analysis
and design, chemistry,
fabric testing

11, watch repairing

12, Dbeauty culture

13, Dbarbering

14, pattern making

15, plastics

In the above outline of commercial courses there are the popular

courses which are in demand for stenographers and office workers to
learn new skills, and the refresher courses for those who‘desire to
bring old learned skills up-to-date, There are the courses in cal~-

culating and duplicating machine operation, &s well as general office
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practice and the cultural and social understandings needed by those

employed in office work.

In the field of "distributive education™ there are the courses needed
by persons who work in stores; who represent wholesale firms as
salesmen; who operate stores; and in general those who act as dis-

tributors between the producers and the consumers,

The ™trade preparatory courses™ are for those who have had no ex-
perience in industry or trade, for instance, in automobile mechanics
there is practical and related instruction covering eleciricity,
povwer plants, oiling and cooling systems, transmissioans, universals,
rezrs, brakes and frames. In "woodwork™ there is the study of var-

ious woods, and how to finish new wood ana to restore old pieces.

The "trade extension™ courses are for those who are employed in a
particular trade or industrial pursuit. They are planned to supple=-

ment understandings and practices already in use,

The avove-listed courses are suggestive for all persons interested in

vocational preparations

Groups for Civie and Social Understandings. Classes in Family Life

and Home=improvement can be organized for all who feel the problems
of modern family 1ife to be a part of the complicated existence of

today. Such a course can strengthen the ideal of the family as a unit;
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the heritage and normal growth of children; and the understandings
of socially acceptable conduct. It can be made very interesting
by discussion groups of parents and prospective parents who seek to
understand the solution to problems which arise in their bhomes and
communities. President Roosevelt at the White House Conference
on Children in a Democracy, 1939, saids

"ie make the assumption that & happy child should live in a

home where he will find warmth and food and affection; that

his parents will take care of him should he fall ill; that

at school he will find the teachers and tools needed for an

education; that when he grows up there will be a job for him

and that he will some day establish his own home," 8
Classes in an adult education school or center could be formed to
consider questions of home-making. They c¢an be motivated by the
groups themselves. Perhaps some of the following subjects might
be suggested ?8 of interest: child care; child psychology; adoles-
cent psychology; nutrition; first aid or home nursing; health and
hygiene; recreation in the home; canning and preserving; home car-
pentering; repairs and maintenance; budgeting; gardening; income tax
problems; consumer problems; and hobbies in the home. 9
It would seem that courses of this type could be of very great value
during the period of readjustment and reorganization of normal liv=-
ing. There have been many shiftings in populations and living con~

ditions have taken on new patterns., There have been many "war mar-

riages" and young families who will reguire understanding assistance

through education 3n order to maintain a steady ideal of "the family

unit."
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Recreational Opportunities in an Adult Education School. Some

form of social and recreational opportunities should be provided
for the adults who are in earnest enocugh to attend school in the
evening and work during the day. A real program of planned social
activities is educational. ur. Philip L. Seman said:
"We do not know where education begins and recreation
oends, or where recreation begins and education eands,
Good education is recreation, and good recreation is
education.™ 10
Adult recreation programs can be planned at intervals to provide
relaxation from routine, The program might include:
Social hour: meet your classmates in the gym; meet your
neighbors in the gym; folk-dancing in the
gym
Hobby clubsy various kinds, suggested by students themselves

Community singing clubss men's chorus; women's chorus; group
singing; talent scouting

Travel tours via projector and screean: take a trip
Amateur photography

Picnics and hiking

The principal reason for school interest in recreation activities
is their coantribution to social integration. We live in a highly com-
plex world, and our people must learn to meet one ancther in a relax=

ed and pleasant manner,

8 Education for Family Life, Nineteeanth Yearbook, (American Associsation
of School Administrators, Washington, D.C.) 1941, p.8
9 Debatin, Frank M., Administration of Adult Education, "Parent Educa-
tion" (The American Book Company, 1938) pp. 407-412
10 Seman, Philip L., Address, Mid-West Conference aAdult Education,
(College Camp, Wisconsin, July 5, 1937)




..91

Does louisville Need an Elementary and Secondary Program of Adult

Education? A study of the possibilities for service through
adult education would not be complete without a consideration of
the need for such a program. Some important facts relative to
this need are revealed through the Sixteenth Census of the United
States, The table which follows shows these findings:

TABLE VII
Findings of the Sixteenth Census
of .
The United States, 1940

Total population of Louisvill@eeeseeess319,077
Population 25 years and 0ld€reeecscees 196,367

BEducational Characteristics of Persons 24 years and older
Yoars of schooling Characteristics Number
ane..................Totally illiterate..... 3,692

eesesssrsssssvessces Native White ™ ..... 1,467
1 tO 4 years.................................17,050
1 %0 4 years8eescseseseeeNative Whiteeesos.s..10,108

7 tO 8 yearslb...lonotltcoococ'o!'.cq.l.o.t.078’165
7 to 8 ye&rs.-...-..-.-..u&tive %iteooloo.0.66’562

4 years high S5ChoOlececccesssesscccsonossesssseD, 908
4 years C01leZBcescacscsscssscsasescssssssssses 83680
Median -~ school years complete cseeece.eBe4
Percent with less than 5 years...e.....10.6
Percent with less than 8 years.........61%
Percent with less than 12 years........86.8

Percent with less than 16 years.cievess.935.5

11 Sixteenth Census of the United States: "Characteristics of Popu~-
lation", Vol. II s 3, 1940
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This means that 76,670 native white persons in Louisville have
completed less than high school eatrasnce requirements; that 1,467
total illiterates who are native white should be taught to read
and write; that 8,641 native white persons have not completed
grade 4; that 57,921 native white persons have not completed grade
84 that 40,654 native white persons have not completed grade 12.

The need for adult education service of elementary and secondary

level in lLouisville is guite apparent.



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Adult education is the process of training or guiding adults,
who really can learn, so tlat they may live more abundantly,
and enjoy richer and fuller l1ife satisfactions. As a specific
movement it is comparably a new phase of education in America,

having been developed principally since VWorld War I.

Public schools in general were slow in developing interest in
the adult education movement. However, 1in recent years impetus
was gathered through the assistance of the Federal Government,
and today many public school systems have programs for the edu-
cation of adults which are progressive and extensive. This
study reviewec three such urban programs, The Deaver Opportunity

School; San Jose, California; and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

Louisville had night schools for working people as early as 1876,
and after 1887 there were fairly continuous atiempts made to offer
short night school courses during the winter months. The work in
those night schools was largely foundation courses in elementary

or vocational education. These schools were well attended.

Because of the financial depression of the early 1930's, the Fed-
eral Govermment through the F.E.R.A. &and the W.P.A. conducted &

program of general adult education for constructive use of leisure
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time, and to direct the thinking of students into purposeful
channels. This program was well attended. It served nine years
and through it was developed the first accredited Adult Night

High School in Louisville.

When the W.P.A. closed and funds were withdrawn, Louisville faced
the loss of its Adult Education School. 4 public appeal was made
to the Louisville Board of Education to continue the school. This
was done for the completion of the term, from April, 1943 until
June, 1943. The September following an Adult Night High School was

started at Ahrens Trade School.

The Sixteenth Census of the United States shows that Louisville

needs education for her citizens,

In conclusgion, it seems that since Louisville is now adult education
conscious, as shown through the interest in the continmuation of night
schools, this is the psychological time to develop a strong and real-
istic program of adult education which will serve the city effective~
ly. Such a program should provide teachers for illiterates, classes
for pre=-high school students, a secondary school course which will

develop not oanly reguired subjects for a high school diploma but will
also offer courses which will develop understandings of civie, socilal
and world problems, and stimulate interest in further study through

university courses of larger understandingsj and a vocational course
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which will develop the abilities of all students who desire to
learn skills for earning a living. All of these offerings should
be made available to the returning personnel of the armed forces
and, in addition, they should have understanding aid through a

council established for their benefit.
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APPENDIX

Who's Who In The Louisville Adult Education Program
Feceral Works Projects Administration

Goodman, George H. ~ Administrator, #Works Projects Administration
in Kentucky, July 1, 1935 to June 30, 1943. Boran in Paducah,
Kentucky; educated in the Paducah Public Schools. Married
Margery Evelyn lockett of Paducah, and has three children.
Owner and Publisher, Paducah News-uemocrat, 1922-1929, Presi-
dent Paducah Board of Trade five years, uirector Red Cross
Chapter in Paducah; Chairman McCracken County Council of De-
fense; Liberty loan Drives; ked Cross Drives; Welfare Irives;
Member of Committee that developed Noble Park Playground (public);
Former member ramily Service Social Security Board; vice-~Presi-
dent, Boy Scout Council.
Director Kentucky fmergency Relief administration 1934-1935,
Received Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award in recognition of his
"fine spiritual qualities practically applied to daily 1living
and his humanitarisn endeavors" within the State of Kentucky
during 1935.
from July 1, 1935 to June 30, 1943 was State Administrator WPA,
Served without compensation from June 1942 to March 1943 as
State Lirector of the Office of Price Administration., In March
19435 bpecame Louisville ovistrict virector of OPA.
Was very much interested in the Adult Biucation Program. Said,
"I am very proud of the work done under the Adult Education Pro-
Ject; the fine reports that come to my office are gratifying. I
am especially proud of the many persons who have learned to read
and write."™

Allen, Lindsey E, ~ State Supervisor and Director of Adult Education Pro=-
gram, Works Projects In Rentucky.
Born in Larue County, Kentucky; attended the rural elementary
schools of that county; received his high school education in the
High School uvepartment of Western Kentucky State Teachers College,
at Bowling Green, Ky.; B.S. Degree June, 1934 from Western Teachers
College, and degree of Master .of Arts at the University of Kentucky,
July, 1941.
Married Christine Stiles, and has two children.
Taught in the public schools of Larue Couaty 1921-1929.
rrom July 1, 1930 to June 30, 1934, served as County Superintendent
of Larue County schools,
Supervisor and Director of the Kentucky ndult BEducation Program
from July 1934 to April 1943,
Now connected with the State Division vocational Rehabilitation,
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State Dlepartment of Zducation. Said, "Today, it seems reason-
able to hope that adult education will be recognized as an in-
tegral part of a total program of education for all the people.”

Oren A, - Supervisor adult Education in Louisville and Jeffer-
Son County.

Born in Missouri; educated in the Missouri pubdlic elementary

and high schools; A.B., Degree from #illiam Jewel College, Liberty,
Missouri; did post-graduate work at the University of Chicago.
Married Stella ime Mason of Missouri, and has one child.

Taught in the elementary schools of Missouri; served as rublic
School Principal in Webb City, and Lanthrop, Kissouri; was Super-
intendent of Schools &t Liberty, Missouri; taught at Springfield
Missouri Teachers College, and at kissouri Wesleyan College.
Represented John C., Winston, Lyon and Caranhsn, and Rand McNally
Publishing Companies,

Supervised adult education and nursery schools in Louisville,
Kentucky, both negro and white, 1934 to 1941. Gave course in
methods of teaching adults during two summer sessions at Bowling
Green, Kentucky, and three summer sessions at the University of
Kentucky.

Conducted classes in current events at Louisville City +omans
Club five years; Crescent Hill Womans Club three years; and
Shawnee Womans Club two years,

Said, "I believe that every opportunity should be given the adult
who wants to advance his or her learning and to better prepare
for successful living. Tuition~free schools would encourage
large numbers to attend." ‘

Now connected with the Louisville lMedical Depot in job training
of workers.

Flora L. = Adult Bducation Teacher and Principal Louisville

Adult Education High School.

Born in louisville, Kentucky; atteandea Louisville Public Schools;
attended Western Kentucky State Teachers College, received Stan-
dard Teachers Certificate 1917; began teaching in elementary
school at Ninth and O Street, Louisville.

Married David P, Morris, and weat to Owen County where Mr. iorris
was Lounty Agriculture Agent.

Taught in the Owenton Public Schools three years,

Principal Mapleton Public School, Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, four
years. Taught art and public speaking at West Liberty High School
one year; and in Jefferson County six years,

In 1927 became "faculty wife™ at Eastern Teachers College, where
Mr. Morris taught agricultural-economics. Graduated Eastern
Teachers College 1932, A.B., begree, Major English, Minors Social
Sciences and Art. Attended University of Chicago 1934,
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Adult Bducation in Loulsville HFebruary 1935 to June 1943.
Assistant Principal Ahrens Adult Night Hizh School 1943-1944.
Now, 1944-1945, at Ahrens Adult Night High School.
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