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THE INFLUENCE OF SIXTEENTH CENTURY VOYAGES
ON ELIZABETHAN LITERATURE

It is the purpose of this thesis to show what
influence the sixteenth century voyagere had on the Fliza-
bethan writers. For expediency, we have divided these
voyages into twc classes: namely, the early, from Columbus,
1493, to Vasca de G@ma, 1498; and the later voyages from
de Gama to Captain Smith, 1803.

We find that commerce instigated nearly all early
navigation. The Turkes having out off the Mediterranean trade
route with India in 1453, it was necessary to find another
water route to this country. As a direct consequence,
Columbus discovered the West Indies in 1492 and claimed the
new found land for Spain. John Cabot in 1497 claimed the
north mainland of America for mgland., Vasca de Gama in
1488 finally fulfilled the prime purpose by reading India
via the water route and claimed this honor for Portugal.

Commerce ceasel to be the sole motive for the
later voyages. Adventure, "quick wealth®™, and new world
supremacy among Buropean nations were at the bottom of all
sixteenth century navigation. The three great powers -
England, France,- and Spain - were pittel against one
ancther in this tremendous struggle. England's part in
the affair, having:; direct bearing on our subject, makes

us confine ocurselves to those Elizabethan "Sea-Dogs" who



won their country's way into Spain, France, and Portugal's
new world possessions. With reference to this thesis,
the question arises, what effect did their voyages have
on the literature of the period?

To answer this we shall take up for brief
discussion the publishel journals of Sir John Hawkins,
Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, and Richard Eden. The stories of many of‘ these
voyages ware carried by "word c;f‘ mouth®™; and their nature,
or how far-reaching their influence, it is impossible to
determine.

8ir John Hawkins was one of the first sixteenth
century navigators who resolved to break down the barriers
against English settlements in the new world. He made
three vbyages to Brazil and the coast of Guinea in 1563,
1’564, and 1567, The third voyage was written and pub-
l}shed by Hawkins in the year of his return - 1568. From
the title we learn the hardships of that trip: A true

declaration of the .Troublesome voyage of Mr, John Hawkins

1o the parts of Guinea and the West Indies in the years

of our Lord 1587 ani 1568,
Sir Francis Drake, a kinsman of John Hawkins,
like most men of action, had little time for literatures;

and the task of writing an account of his voyage devolved



on Master Francis Fletchsr, the clergyman who accompanied
him, "To stirr up heroick spirits and to benefit their
Countri e"SJ) was Drake's purpose in this publication. 1In
the dedicatory epistle to Robert Earle of Warwick, he writes:
"] am pleasel if the reader can pick out either use or
content." (1) Then as a check on possible emlators, he
warnel "fhat Columbus 1id neatly check his emulators,
by rearing an egg without assistance. Let the slighter
of this voyage apply.®*(1)

To eass the serupulous English conscience and
to encourage among his fellow men the "Adventurer's tradel
Drake wrote that "the main ocean is the Lord's alone, and
by nature left free for all men to deale withall ¢...e0ee
ani large enough for man's iniustry."(2) Draxe adhered
to this idea when he drove out his fellow European colon-
izers in the new world. | '

S8ir Humphrey Gilbsrt and his half brother
Sir Walter Raleigh have left jounals of their voyages
which reflect the public interest in their enterprises.

A Discourse of a Discoverie for a new passage to Cataia

was written by Gilbert in April, 1576, purposely to

arouse interest in the "north-west passagze". Gilbert

1 Sir Francis Drake, The World Encompassal (D's:licator¥ Epistle)
Hakliuyt PuBIEEaETan, Vol. XVI.

2 S8ir Francis Drake, The Forld (vol. XVI,p.8)
Hakluyt Pu cations.




was anxious to incite the Enzglish against the Spanish and
in 1577 published a discourse on How her Maj esty might
annoy the King of Spain by fittinz out a fleet of war ships

under pretsnse of a voyage of discovery, and so fall upon

the enemy's shipping, destroy his trade in New Foundlani

and the West Indies and possess both regions. In 1588,
Sir Gilbert's Voyage to Ne{vfould was written by Sir Bward
Haiss, "Thus have I delivered,™ writes the author, "the
contents of the enterprise and last action of Sir Humphrey
Gilbert «eeeees.« Wherein may alwaies appedr .e..... some
sparks of his vertue‘s, he remaining firm and resolute in
purpose +..... to reduce unto the service of God and
Christian piety, those remote and heathen countries of
America ........ most rightly appertaining to the Crowne
of England."(1)

Sir Walter Raleigh, half brother of Sir Humphrey
Gilbert , figures in Bnglish history in the rolass of
explorer, colonizer, and man of lettars. The only writings
dealing with navigation that were written by R&leizh and

published during his life were an Account of the Azores,

1591, History of the World,1614, and the Discovery of
Guiana, 1596. The full title of the firet mentioned work

is A Report of the Truth of the Fight about the Isles of

the Azores, the last of August 1591: Between the Revenge

1 Sir Humphrey Gilbert's "Voyage to New Foundlanmi® (0ld
South Leaflets No. 118, p. 31).




one of Her Majesty's ships, and an Armada of the King of

Spain: penned by the Honourable Sir Walter Ralegh. The

object of this report was to convince the English publie

"that the Spaniards according to their usual manner, fill

the world with their vain glorious vaunts, making great

appearances of victories, when, on the contrary, themselves

are most commonly and shaﬁafully beatsn and dishonoured ...."( 1)
The second work from Raleigh's pen is his Discovery

of the large, rich and beautiful Bmpire of Guiana, with a

Relation of the great and zolden city of Manoa. The English

populace demanded some written account and explanation of the
wonders which Raleigh claimed he had seen. The work stirred
up public sentiment; and as a result, we have Chapman's

‘De Guiana Carmen, written in 1596 and extolling Raleigh's

attempt to add more glory to his loved England.
The History of the World was published in 1614.

Ae a piece of historical writing, this work holds a signifi-
cant place, Besides valuable information concerning the

new world which is interspersel throughout the five books,

we glean political developments of Raleigh's day. He proves
that a Council of Indiies existed during the reigh of Henry VIII.
"Francisco Lopsez," says Raleigh, "wrote the navigation of
Orellana, which he made of the River Amazon from Peru 1543,

reports from the relations of said Orellana to the Council
of Indies."(?)

1l Sir Walter Raleigh'e Report on the Azores etc. (Pinkerton's
Voyages and Travels, vol. 1, p. 824).

2 Sir Walter Ra8leigh, History of the World (vol.2,bk.IV,p.478).




A place beside Raleigh in the literature of
navigation and discovery must be accorded Richard Eden,
sometimes called the precursor of Hakluyt. Translations
from Latin, Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese make up the
bulk of Blen's literary contributions. In 1553, he
translated from the Latin of Sebastian Munster The Universal

Cosmography, A treatise of the newe India with other newe

founde lands and Islands, as well eastward as westward, as

they are known and founde in these our days. Close to

this publication, Decades of the Newe World or West India

appeared in 1555, This work is also translatel from the
Latin of Peter Martyr of Angleria. 1In 1561, The Art of

Navigation was translated from the Spanish manuseript of

Martin Cortez and published by Eden. When Hakluyt began
his compilation, there was only one English book which
gave knowlglge of maritime discovery. This work was
published in 1577. It ontains the translation of Antonio
Pigafetta's account of the circumnavigation of the globe
by Magellan. The influence of this work is undoubtedly

seen in Shakespeare's The Tempest.

Richard Hakluyt continued the work begun by
Blen by collecting voyages from other countries as well

in England, Four publications Wwere put out by Hakluyt




in the years 1582, 1587, 1598,and 1600, Before con-
gidering these publications it will not be amiss to see
what connections, social and literary, Hakluyt had with
the men of his day. In the prefaces of the various
editions of the Voyages appear the names of Phillip
Sidney, Dyer and Walter #leigh. Hakluyt dedicated

The Divers Voyagzes to Phillip Sidney and may have per-
suaded him to invsest in Virginia colony.(l) Dyer
encouraged him in the writing and collecting of mamu=-
geripts, but how,is not told.(a) Raleigh was a great
patron of Hakluyt,and the latter's edition of 1587 is
dedicatel to him.is) Hékluyt collected colonial informa-

tion for Raleigh in Paris and wrote for him the Discourse

on Western Planting, also an address to the Queen urging
royal support of Virginia. Robert Cecil was a great
benefactor of Hakluyt. Besides politiecal and literary
men, Hakluyt had a wide circle of friends who worked in
the geographical field: Florio, Michael Lock, Parmenius,
Mare Antonio Pigafetta, author of an overland voyage
from Vignna éo Constantinople and many other places, and
Samuel Purchas, who borrowed a considerable portion of

Hakluyt's works for his own collections.

1 Feuillerat's Works of Sidney, vol. 3.
3 Richard Hakluyt, Preface to 1589 ed. of Voyages
3 Richard Hakluyt, Preface to 1587 ed. of Voyages



The names of the four famous publications which
gave Englani a complete geographical library in 1600 were

Divers Voyages.... 1583; A Notable History..... unto

Florida......1587; Principall Navigationg...... in three

volumes and published in 1589, 1598, 1600; The Discoverie

of the World.....,1601. The last work of Hakluyt was

Virginia Richly Valued, which appeared in 1609,

Having given a brief outline of the travel
literature current in the day of Elizabeth, We can determine
definitely that some of it must have fallen into the hands
of the literati. It will be seen in the reviews of the
following Elizabethan writers that they had a fair knowledge
of Hakluyt and other compilers of maritime voyages.

Bimund Spenser (1553-1599) is one of the earliest
Elizabethans to feel the foreign influence. His interest
in the new world was partly dﬁe to his great friendship with
Sir Walter Raleigh, on whom he bestowel the title of

"Shepherd of the Ocean". Colin Clout's Come Home Again,

the poem in Which this title iS found, was written by
Spenser after a visit to Elizabeth's Cout and was dedicatel
to Raleigh. The latter paved the way for a lasting friend-
ship between Spenser and the Queen.

The following passage from Colin Clout gives




evidence of the chance mesting between Spenser and Raleigh:

"Keeping my sheep amongst the cooly shade

Of the green alders by the Mulloes shore

There a stranze Shepherd chaunst to find me out,
Whether allured with pipes delight,

Whose pleasing sound yshrilled far about,

Or thither lel by Chance, I know not rigzht;

Whom when I askel from what place he came,

And how hight, himself did yecleepe

The Shepherd of the Ocean by name,

And said he came from far, from the main-sea deepe." (1)

When Spenser began his Faerie Queene, about 1580,
he was intimately associated with Sir Phillip Sidney, Captain
Christopher Carleel, son-in-law of Walsingham, a man who
gained great distinction both on land and sea, serving the
English in the Low Countries, France, and San Domingo; and
Sir Walter Raleigh.

Indowick Bryskett, a predecessor of Spenser in
the service of the Council of Munster, writes in a Discourse
on Civil Life, 1608 of a meeting at his home near Dublin at
which Spenser ani the above mentioned men were greeent.

This undoubtedly shows that Spensesr had ample opportunity to

1 BEdmund Spenser, Colin Clout's Come Home Again (lines 57-68).
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learn of the New World.

Two survivals of chivalry existed in the Eliza-
bethan period,-one real, the other formal. The real
alone has a bearing on our subject; it was the spirit of
armed adventure which sent the knights of Elizabeth's
court, as aulacious sailors, to explore unknown seas
and plunder the Spanish treasure ships. That Spenser
was in actual contact with many of the seafarers is in-
dicated by the following references to the new world in
the Fagrie Queene: L

"Right well I wot , most mighty Soveraine,

That all this famous antique history

Of some th! abundance of an ylle braine

Will judged be, and painted forgery,
Rather than matter of just memory;

S8ith none that breatheth living aire does know,

Where is that happy land of Faery,

Which I s0 much doe vaunt, yet no where show,

But vouch antiquities, which no lady can know." (1)

4
"But let that man with better sence advize,

That of the world least part to us is rid,

And daily how through hardy enterprise

Many great regions are discovered,

Which to late age were never mentioned.

Who ever heard of th' Indian Peru?

1 Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queene (Bk.1ll,Canto 1, Introd. 1-3).
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Or who in venturous vessel measured

The Amazons huge river, now found true?

Or fruitfullest Virginia who did ever view?
Yet all these were when no man did them know,
Yet have from wisest ages hidden becne

And later times things more unknowne shall show."(l)

While Spenser was writing the Fgerie Queene,
Raleigh was closely associated with him in Dublin.
But in spite of the conversations which Spenser must
have had with Raleigh concerning the new world, we find
only two direct references to America in the Faerie
Queene:
LXXI
"That man so made he called Elfe, to weet
~ Muick, the first author of all Elfin kynd:
Who wandering through the world with wearie feet,
Did in the gardens of Adonis fynd,
A goodly creature, whom he deamed in mynd.

To be no earthly wight, but either spright

Or angell, th' authour of all woman kynd,

Thar efore a Fay he her according hight,

Of whom all Faryes spring and fetch their linage ri_ght."(g)

1 Edmund Spenser, Faerie Queense, (Bk.11l, Canto II).
8 Ibid. (Canto LXXI).
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"Of these a mighty people shortly grew,

And puissant kings, which all the world arrayd,
And to themselves all nations did subdew.

The first and eldest, which that scepter swayed,
Was Elfin; him all India obayed,

And all that now America men call:

But Elfiline enclosed it with a golden wall."®

Thomas LOoige (1554-1635), a precursor of
Shakespere and a dramatist of no mean ability, wrote his
Merzarite of America, 15968, during an expedition into the
Straits of Magellan. The story, though written in the
New World, has 0ld World background ani only.in the
Dedications and Lyrics, interpolated by Lodge, can we
trace the influence of his vieit to foreign shores.

In the Dedication to Lady Ruffles, we note a

description of Patagonia:

"In which place to the Southward many wondrous
Isles, many strange fish, many monstrous Patagonias
withdraw my senses; briasfly many bitter and extreme frosts
at midsummer continumally clothe and clal the discomfort-
able mountaine; so that as thare was great wonder in the

place wherein I writ this so likewise might be marvelled,



ol B

that in such scantie fare, such causes of fear so mightie
discouragement am many crosses, I should deserve or
eternize anything.'(l)

Again in the Dedication to the Gentlemen, Lodge

gave London an opportunity to know what hardships were
endured by those who bravel the deep to add new glories
to Elizabeth's crown:

"The place where I'began my worke, was a ship,
wher e many soldiers of good reckning finding disturbed
stomackes sse¢... the time I wrote in was when I had
rather will to get my dinner than to win my fame ececee
In a word, I wrote under hope, rather the f&éh should
eat both me writing, and my paper written,than fame
should know me; hope should accquaint her with me, or
any but misery whould hear mine ending.'(a)

We note.in the Lyrics in the Margarite of
America a bit of the foreign flavor and the influence
of Lodge's new surroundings.
Dolores.
"Ae is the might unto the sandie secas
As is the drop unto the Ocean streams
Even such is thought than vainly doth endure,

To think that care lives here; or counted ever."

1 Thomas Lodge, A Margarite of America - Delication to Lady
Ruffles.

2 Thomas Lodge, A Margarite of America - Decidation to the
Gentlemen.




In the next verse we feel that the "Dolores" might have
been personal experiences of the dramatist.
"Here sorrow, plague, despair and fierce suspect,

Here rage, jelousie, treason and neglect

Have left their stings to plague a woeful night."

"The following was writtén,' says Lodge, "in
an amorous and more piauaible vain (as that which most
rleased the ladies) and was not of least worth, I have
set down last."

"Ye gentle pearls where ere did nature make you?

Or whether in Indian shores you found your mould.

Or in those lands where spices sure for fuel;

O! if I might from out your essence take you.

And turn mysslf to shape what ere I would

How gladly would I be my Ladies jewel."

" Thomas Kyd (1558-1594), the dramatist who dealt
largely in "blood and death"™, shows in his writings that
he was conscious of the influx of wealth into the Spanish
coffers from her new world possessions.

In the first part of Ieronimo 1605 we find
this reference to Spain and her opulent Indies:

W sssrasesesnssesssnsescees SEYUOENE

Alas, that Spain cannot of peace forbear
(1)

A little coin the Indies being so near."

Thomas Kyd, Ieronimo (Act 1, sc. 2).



Again in Act III, scene 11 ie the reference to the
Iniian mines.
"Loresnzo's bounty, I do more enfould
Than the greatest mine of Indian brightest gold."
The wealth of the Indies was an established fact
in Europe, especially after the discovery of the Potosi
mines in 1545, which kept a continual stream of gold
flowing into the Spanish treasury. Hakluyt published
the Report of Francisco Xeres who makes special mention
of the wealth of the Incas mines. The work was published
by Hakluyt in 1587,
The following passage is teken from the 3 gport:
"In all provinces of the Incas there ax"e many |
mines of gold and silver. They get the gold out of the moun-
tain with little trouble, one Indian getting five or six
marcs in a single day."(l)
George Chapman (1559-1634) belongs to the
Golden Age poets and used his facile pen to immortalize
Raleigh's Guiana expedition. De Guiana Carmen Epicum

159 was a laudatory tribute to the "Eliza consecrated
sword of Raleigh". In a poem of some three hundred

lines, the poet takes advantage of the muse to score

1 Richard Hakluyt, Regport on Peru (p. 63).




the ineredulous, who, we judge, must have mocked the
attempts of Raleigh to colonize Guiana.
In the opening lines, wWe observe the poet's

notion of the beauty of Guiana:

"Guiana whose rich feet are mines of gold,

Whose forehead knocks against the roof of stars,

Standing on her tip toes at fair England looking,

Kissing her hand, bowing her mighty breasts,

And every sign of all submission maiing

To be her sister, znd the daughter both,
Of our most sacred maid.'(l)
Chapman then begins an attack on the engnies of Radleigh,
who doubted the truth even after Raleigh's own account
written and pulished after his return in 1596.(2)

"0 incredulity! the wit of all things fair,

The cowards castle and the sluggard's cradle,

How easy 'tis to be an inﬁdel.'(s)

A Masque of Virginia 1613 (4)was written by

Chapman for the Middle Temple and Lincoln's Inn. The
plot is based on the historical incident of the Indian
King Powhatan and the capture of his famous daughter

Poocghontas by the English settlers. Captain John Smith

1 George Chapman, De Guiana Carmen Epicum (lines 1-7).

2 Sir Walter Raleigh, Discovery of the large, rich and
beautiful BEmpire of Guiana '(Ts‘é%‘)‘,"ﬂﬁi‘ﬁy'rrub‘rr'canons.vol.s.

3 George Chapman, De Guiana Carmen Epicum (lines 14-17).

4 Mary Sullivan, Court Masques of James I (p. 73).




was representing the English crown in America,and the
news of his daring deeds found their way back to England.
There was also a rumor that Powhatan offered to show the
settlers some gold mines in Virginia upon the release of
his daughter.

The Venetian ambassador at the Court of James I
gives the following notification to his government cf the
per formance of the Masque:

"First came a hundred gentlemen on horseback,
accompanied Iy a hundred groomswith lights in their
hands. Then followed a little Masque on horseback
with a large nunber of torches all alone; then two
triumphal cars with musicians dressed in silver with
turbans on their heads. These represented the priests
of the Sun in Virginia. Then came the sreat Masque,
all being dressed in cloth and silver, golden suns and
plumes. They represented Princes of Virginia with
crowne of feathers and pearls on their heads, and their
hair down to their shoulders as is the custom of that
country; their horses too were all caparisioned in
gilver and suns,

"Then came a hundred blacks dressed in gold and
blue, the dress of Indian slaves. Then came a great

number of lights borne by men on horseback, dressed in



gilver and gold, like the great Masque except the crowns.
Then a triumphal car with figures inside representing
Honour and Riches and round it marched two hundred
halberdiers. When the King entered the Hall one saw

a mountain all full of crags and on top the Temple of
Honour, made of silver; and octagon with silver statues
round the cornice; on its summit two golden wings sprang
from a silver ball, signifying that Fortune and her son
Honour had resolved to settle forever in this kingdom,
Hard by the temple was a woods and in it a huge tree-
trunk which contained the whole of the little Masque.
Hardly had the King appeared when the crags came forward
five paces towards his Majesty; Clouds gathered and the
mountain eplit, and there appeared a rich mine of gold
with all the Masque inside and a vast number of torches;
it all took place in a moment. Then appeared the sun
as at its setting; the priests adored it and part of
them sang to lutes; they were answered by voices and
instruments from the Temple, and from cther parts of
the Hall. Then Riches began to speak and again the
crags moved; then after great esulogies of the couples,
pronounced by Riches and Honour, all the Masque began
to dance a ballet, with such finish that it left
nothing to be desired."(l)

1 Antonio Foscarini to the Doge and Senate, 10 May, 1613,
in Calendar of State Papers Venetian, XII,531,No.832.
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We cite the discourse written by Captain John

Smith (1608) A true relation of such Occurrences and

Accidents of Note as hath passed in Virginia since the

first planting of that colony, as possibly having some

influence on Chapman's Masque. The account of the
capture of Pocahontas is included in Smith's General
History of Virginia, Nev England and the Summer Isles

published in 1625. The publication was too late to
have had any influence, but we quote the following
passage from the General History of Virginia Etc. to
prove that Chapman's plot had historical basis.

"Captain Argall ...... was sent to conclude our
peace and thus it happenel. Captain Argall having entered
into a great acquaintance with Iapazaw, and an old friend
of Captain Smith ........ Pocahontas, whom Captain Smith's
relaticns entitled the nonpareil of Virginia .ccccc.0 wWas
never seen at Jamestown before and ....... was by her
friend Iapazaw, easily persuaded to go aboard with him
and his wife to see the ship, for Captain Argall had
promised him a copper kettle to ring her to him, promising
no way to hurt her, but keep her till they could conclude
a peace with her father ...... At last he (Iapazaw) be-
trayed ths innocent Pocahontas aboard, where they were all

kindly treated in the cabin «¢¢¢... The Captain persuaded



Pocahontas to the gun room ...... and told her before
her friends she must go with him, and compound peace
between her country and us, before she ever should see
Powhatan ...... A messenger was sent to her father,
that his daughtsr, Pocahontas he loved so dearly, he
must ransonm with our men, sWwords, pieces, tools etc.
he treacherously had stolen.

'Itwaathreemonthsaftererehe returned zny
answer, then by persuasion of the council, he returned
seven of our men, with each an unservicable musket, and
sent us word that when we should deliver his daughter,
he would make us satisfaction for all injuriee done us,
and give us five bushels of corn and forever be friends
with us. That he sent we received in part payment but
we could not believe the rest of our arms were either
stolen or lost from him, and therefore till he sent them
we would keep his daughter.”

The marriage of Pocaghontas with John Ralph
finally concluded the peace, but minus the promises which
the English had demanded. "But) says Smith, "ever since
we have had friendly trade and cammerce, as well with
Powhatan himself as all hie subjects. ")

Francis Bacon (1561-1626), the scientist-philosopher

England and the Summer lsles. nkerton' s Feneral
Collection of Voyages,pp.111,112,113).

1l Captain John Smith, General Histor¥ of Virginia, New
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of the sixteenth century, put forth many theories
concerning the new world. Some of his suggestions
Were carried out in the real sense by Drake and in
the formal sense by Hakluyt in his translations and
compilations.

In the Ngw Atlantis,l624,Bacon expresses
his belief in the existence of a southern continent,
supposed by some scholars to be the present Australia.
With his knowledge of science, Bacon worked out an
ideal commonwezlth, supplying the gaps in his theories
by the reading of the numerous travels and voyages
then published,

The opening chapter of the New Atlantis
gives us Bacon's notion of the Nova Terra:

"We sailed from Peru, where we had continued
by the space of one whole year, for China and Japan,
by the South Sea, taking with us victuals forltwelve
months; and had good winds from the east through soft
and weak for five months space of‘more.'(l)

From the above passage we infer that Bicon
had a fair knowledge of geography and was plaecing
Japan and China in their proper location. The exact
position of Bacon's continent which he calls the
New Atlantis is impossible to determine, but the

1 francis Bacon- The New Atlantis, p. 103, Ideal
Commonwealths, World's Greatest Lit. PYb.
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locale and background have a distinetly Peruvian touch.
The following description in the New Atlantis

of the wines and fruits found in this ideal commonwealth
are nearly identical to those mentionel in the report

of Francisco Orellana concerning the Valley of the
Amazong, which is contained in the sixth decade of

A. de Herrara's Gaeneral History of the Western Indi es.

This work was published prior to 16235.

"We had also drink of three sorts, all whole-
some and good; wine of the grape; a drink of grain,
such as is with us our ale, but more clear; and a kind
of cider made of the fruit of that country, a wonderful
pleasing and refreshing drink. Besides, they brought
us great store of scarlet oranges for our sick.'(l)

The following is a description of the ale
makinz taken from the report of Francisco Orellana:

"The men found maize and Castilian cats of
which the Indians made a liquor like our beer ... they
also make other kinds of wine of wild fruits which
abound on the trees; they are so fond of drunkenness.
They put juice into water and produce a liquid which
often exceeds our beer in strength."(2)

The destruction of the New Atlantis was due
1 PFrancis Bacon - The New Atlantis (p. 105—6)1%2_&_
Commonwealths, World's oreatest Lit

2 Richard Hakluyt, "Report of Francisco Orellana", The
Valley of the Amazons, Hakluyt Publications, Vol “24,p.33.
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to the floods of the bays and rivsr, writes Bacon,
In Samuel Purchas His Pilgrims (1613) we find a passage
describing similar floods in the New World.,
We quote the following description of the
New Atlantis:

"For within less than the space of a hundred
yeara the great Atlantis was utterly destroyed; not
by a great earthquake, as your man saith, for that
whole tract is little subject to earthquakes; but by
a deluge, or inundation; those countries having at
this day far greatsr rivers, and far higher mountains
to pour down waters, than any part of the 6ld world...
it destroyed man and beast generally, yet some wild
inhabitants of the wood escaped. Birds also were
saved by flying to the high trees and woods." (1)

Samuel Purchas in His Pilsrims (1613) gives
the following account of a flood in the New World:

"These rains make like inundations and over-
flowing of the Rivers of America ...... which breaking
their bounds and driving the Inhabitants sometimes to
dwell on treec ....." (3)

It is undoubtedly true that this work of

Bacon was justly valued in his day, enjoying a wide

1 Francis Bacon, Thes New Atlantis, p. 116, Ideal Commonwealths,
orlds Greatest Literature Publication

2 Samuel Purchas, His Pilgrime 1613 (Eighth Bk., Chap. 1, p. 604)
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ecirculation for its account of the new world,

Michael Drayton (1563-1631) was conscious of
the British struggle to colonize the new world when he
wrote his famous ode - To The Virginian Voyage 1608.

It reveals the spirit of Elizabethan patriotism and
adventure despite the fact that James I had snubbed
Drayton's literary attempts. The Ode is a glorious
call to bravery and heroic deeds.

"Britons, you stay too long

Quickly aboard bestow you,

Ani with a merry Gale,

Swell your stretch's Sayle,

With vowes as strong,

As the Winds that blow you.

And cheerfully at Sea

Successe you still intice

To get the Pearle and Gold,

And ours to hold,

Virginia,

Earth'!s onely Paradiss.
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And as there Plenty prowes
Of Lawrell every where,
Apollo's Sacred tree

You may it see

A Poet's browes

To erown, that may sing there."



Christopher Marlowe (1563-1593), another of
the greater Elizabethan dramatists, shows himself to
be familiar with the explorations and discoveries of
the period in his famous Tgmburlaine, which is based
on Padro Mexea's 1life of Timur, the Oriental Conqueror.

The date of the publication of Marlowe's

Tamburlaine is supposed to be around 1585, The notions

Marlowe had acquirael of the new world must have been
derived from very early documants, as the big editions
of Hakluyt and Purchas were not published until 1589
and 1613 respectively.

We note in the following speech of Tamburlaine
the accuracy of Marlowe's knowleige of the circumnaviation
of the globe:

"Those walled garrisons will I subdue,

And rizht myself great Lord of

Africa,

So from the BMmst unto the furthest West,
Shall Tamburlaine extend his puiésant arm,
The zalleys and those pilling brigandines
That yearly sail to the Venetian Gulf

And hover in the straits for Christians wreck,
Shall lie anchor in the isle of Assant

Until the Persian fleet and men of war

Sailing along the Oriental Sea



Have fetched about the Indian continent,

Even from Persopolis to Mexico.

And thence into the Straits of Jabrailtar

Where they shall meet ani join their force in one.

Keeping in awe the bay of Portingale

And all the ocean by the British shors,

And by this mesans I'1ll win the world at 1ast." (D)

In Act V we find a servant fetching a map for
Tamburlaine which gives the student of Marlowe a hint as
to the latter's geographical knowledge. While not plenti-
ful nor perfectly accurate, there were maps drawn and
published that could have given Marlowe much information
on the exact locations of the new continents. (2)
The following is a passage from Tamburlaine's

famous march:

"Here, I began to march toward Persia

Aiong Armenia and the Caspian Sea

And thence unto Bethynia, where I took

The Turk and His great Hmpress prisoners.

And here not far from Alexandria,

Whereas the Terrene and the Red Sea meet.

Being less distant than full a hundred leagues,

I meant to cut a channel to them both

1 Christophsr Marlowe- Tamburlaine, Act III, sc. 3, Pt. I.

3 See maps in Hakluyt's Divers Voyages, 1582.
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That men might quickly sail to India,

From thence to Nubia near Borneo!'s Lake,

And so along t‘he A sthopian Sea, :
Cutting the Tropic line of Capricorn,

I conquered all as far as Zanzibar

Then by the Northern part of Africa

I came at last to Graecia, and from thence
To Asia, where I stay against my will
vesssessessssrss 882 What a world of ground
Lies westward from the midst of Cancer'!s lane
Unto the rising of this earthly globe.'(l)

The reference to the channel was undoubtedly
inspired by Vasco da Gara's new route to India via the
Cape of Good HOope (1497). As this question of a new
route to India began in the period of navigation and
discovery, so it continued in Marlowe's day. A channel
into the Red Sea was never attempted by Europeans, but
the Ancient Ptolemys in 1394 B.C, began a channel at
the present site of the Suez Canal.

»William Shakespere (1564-1616) shows his
interest in and knowledge of discovery and exploration
by his frequent references to the New World., His
possible association with Raleigh and Drake at the

1 Christopher Marlowe - Tamburlaine, Act V, sc. 3.



various taverns might have influenced him, but Shakespere
Was prone to find out for himself. His familiarity with
the New World leads us to believe that he thumbed well
Hakluyt's manuscripts and as many original works as he
could find,

In the Comedy of Errors (1592):

Dromio of Syracuse = "Where's America, the Indies?"

Antipolus of Syracuse - "0 sir, upon hsr nose, all
o!'er embellished with rubies, carbuncles,
sapphires, declining the rich aspect to the
hot breath of Spain, who sent whole arma
of corracks, to be ballast at her nose."(1)

In the Merry Wives of Windsor (1601):

Falstaff - "Here's anothsr letter to her; she bears
the purse too; she's a region in Guiana all
gold and beauty. I will be cheater to them
both; they shall be my East and West Indies
and I will trade to them both .....n(?

In A Midsummer Night's Dream (1594):

Oberon - "Tarry, rash waniton. Am I not thy lord?"
Titania-= "Then I must be thy lady; but I know
When thou hast stol'n away from fairy land
And in the shape of Corin sat all day,

1 William Shakespere- Comedy of Errors, Act III, sc.2,lines 136-141

8 William Shakespere- Merry Wives of Windsom, Act I, sec.iii,
lines 74-79.
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Playing on pipes of corn, and versing love
To amorous Phillida. Why art thou here,
Come from the farthest steppe of India,
But that, forsooth, the bouncing Amazon,
Your buskin'd mistress and your warrior love,
To Theseus must be wedded, andyou come
To give their bed joy and prosperity.®(1)

In the Merchant of Venice (1597):

Shylock - "He (Antonio) hath an argosy bound for
Tripolis, another for the Indies seeeee @
third bound for MexiCO ..e... "(3)

In Twelfth Night (1813):

Maria - "He (Malvolio) does emmile his face into
more lines than are in the new map, with
the augmentation of the Indies .eecees"(3)

Malone, the Shakespearean scholar, believes

this map to be the one published by Hakluyt in 1598,

The map was included in hie tranelation from the Dutch

of Linschoten's Discourse of the East and West Indies.
In Othello (1804):

(4

Othello - ",.....the cannibals, that each other eat,
The Anthropophagi and men whose heads
Do grow beneath their shoulders ,,,..."(9

1l William Shakespere - A Midsummer Night's Dream, Act II,

gc. 1, lines 63=73.
2 William Shakespere - A Merchant of Venice,Act I,sc.iii,lines 18=31
3 William Shakespere - Twelfth Night, Act III, sc.ii,lines 83-88.
4 See Introduction to Twalfth Night in Malone Edition of Shakespere.
5 William Shakespere - Othello, Act I, sc.iii, lines 143-144.




Shakespere's knowledge of this barbarous tribe
was possibly derived from Raleigh's Discovery of Guiagna 1595,
Raleigh writes of the"Ewaipanowa which are those without
heal®eseesss. The Coors (a nation of this tribe) whose
heads appear not above their shoulders.® (1)
In Macbeth (16808):
Macduff - "Bleed, bleed poor country
Great tyranny, lay thou thy basis sure,
I would not be the villain that thou thinkest,
For the whole space that's in the tyrant'a grasp,
And the rich East to boot."(2)
The "East" referred to is undoubtelly the Indies,
which had become at that time a synonym for wealth.
In Henry VIII (16803)- (Coronation Scene):

1 Gent. - "Heaven bless thee! (looking at the Quesn)
Thou hast the swestest face I ever looked on
Sir, as I have a 'soul, she is an angel
Our king has all the Indies in his arms,
And more and richer, when he strains that lady.
I cannot blame his conscience,"(3)
Again in Act V, sc. 3:
Porter = "Is this Moorfield to muster in? Or have we
some strange Indian with his great tool come to

court, the women so besiege us?"

1 Sir Walter Raleigh- Discovery of Guiana, p. 86.

2 William Shakesper e~ Macbeth, Act IV, sc. 3, lines 32-38.
3 William Shakespere- Henry VIII, Act IV, se., 1, lines 45-48,
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The Tempest (18107) is considered by such

eminent critics as Georzge Wyndham and George W. Cooke
to be a direct outzrowth of the voyagers' literature.
Caliban and Caliban's god Setebos, according to Mr,
Cooke were characters taken from Antonio Pigafetta's
Journal of Magellan's circumnavigation of t he globe.
This Journal was translated from the Italian in 1577
by Richard Bien; and Mr. Cooke, to prove his statement,
quotes the following account from Bien which contains
a description of Shakespere's Setebos:

"After another fifteen days were past, there
came four other giants without any weapons but had hid
their bows and arrows in certain bushes. The Captain
retained two of these which were youngest and best made.
He took them by a deceit iﬁ this manner, that giving
them khive‘s, shears, locking glasses, bells, heads of
crystal, and such other trifles, he so filled their
hands that they could hold no more. Then causel two
pairs of shackles of iron to be put on their legs,
making signs that he would also give them those chains;
which they liked very well because they were made of
bright and shining metal. Anl whereas they could not
carry them because their handes ware full, the other

giants would have carried them; but the Captain would
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not suffer them, When they felt the shatkles fast
about their legs they began to doubt; but the Captain
did put them in comfort and bade them stand still.

In fine, when they saW how they were deceived they
roared like bulls and cried upon their great devil
Setebos to help them, Being thus taken they were
imm ediately separated and put in sundry ships. They
‘could not bind the hands of the other two. Yet was
one of them with much difficulty overthrown by nine
of our men and his hands bound; but he sudd enly loosed
himself and fled as did also the other that came with
them, In their flying they shot of their arrows, and
slew one of our men. They say that when one of them
die, there appear ten or twelve devils leaping and
dancing about the body of the dead, and seem to have
their bodies painted with divers colors. And that
among others there is one sun bigger than the residue,
who maketh great mirth and rejoicing. This great

d evil they call Setebos and call the lesser Cheleule.
One of these giants which they took declareld by sizns
that he had seen devils with two horns above their
heads, with long hair down to their feet; and that
they cast forth fire from their throate both before

and behind., The Captain named these people Patagoni.



The most of them wear the skins of such beasts where-
of, I have spoken before; and have no house of con-
tinuance, but make certain cottages which they cover
with the said skins, and carry them from place to
place. They live on raw flesh and a certain sweet
root they call capar. One of these which they had
in their ships did eat at one meal a basket of biscuits
and drank a bowl of water at a draught."

. Shakespere mentions Setebos only twice in
The Tempest, - Act I, scens ii, lines 373-375.
Caliban - . "No, pray thee.

I must obey; his art is of such power,

It would control my dam's god, Setebos,

And make a vassal of him.,"
Prospero - "So, slave; hencel®

Again in Act V, scene 1, lines 261-263.
Caliban - "0 Setebos, these be brave spirits indeed!

How fine my master is! I am afraid

He will chastise me."

The electric display described by Ariel
in The Iempest conforms in a great measure to William
Strachey's account of these "strange lights®:
Ariel - "All hail, great master! grave sir, haill! I come

To anewer thy best pleasure; be't to fly,

To ewim, to dive into the fire, to ride
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On the curl'd clouds, to thy strong bidding task
Ariel and all his quality."
Prospero = "Hast thou, spirit,
Perform'd to point the tenpest that I bade theel"
Ariel -"To every articls.
I boarded the king's ship now on the beak,
Now in the waist, the deck, in every cabin,
I flamed amazement: sometime I'd divide,
And burn in many places; on the topmast,
The yarde and bowsprit, would I flame distinectly,
Then meet and join, Jovals lightnings, the precurscrs
0' the dreadful thunder-clap®, more momentary
And eisht-outrunning wer'e- not; the fire and cracks
Of sulphurous roaring the most mighty Neptune
Seam to besiegs and make his bold waves tremble,
Yea, his dread trident shake." (1)
From Strachey's account:

"Upon Thureday night Sir George Somers being upon
the watch, had an apparition of a little round 1igzht,
like a faint star, trambling and streaming along with a
sparkling blaze, half the height upon the mainmast, and
gshooting sometimes from shroud to shroud, attempting to
settle as it were upon any of the four shrouds and three

or four houre together or rather more than half the

1 William Shakespaere - The Tempest, Act I, sc.ii, lines 188-208.
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night it xept with us, running sometimes along the
"mainyard to the very end and then returning." (1)
In Hakluyt Voyages (1598):

"This light continued aboard our ship about
three hours flying from mast to mast and from top to
top and sometimes it would be two or three places at
once."

In Act II, scene 2, we find the only direct
reference to the New World:
Trinculo= "........... What have We here? (seeing
Caliban) a man or a fish? Dead or alive?
A fish: he smells like a fish; a very
ancient ani fish like smell; a kind of,
net of the newest, Poor - John. A strange
fish! Were I in ™gland now, (as once I was)
ani had but this fish painted, not a holiday
fool there was but would give a piece of
silver: there would this monster make a man.
When they will not give a do0it to relieve a
lame beggar, they will lay out ten to see
a dead Indian."(?
Ben Jonson (1573-1637), the master of the
Masques, used Amsrica and her supposed fabulous wWealth

1 William Strachey - True Reportory (1810). See Introduction.

8 For description of capture of Indians, see ante, p.31l.



for the themes of his gorgeous productions.

The Vision of Delight (1617) was based on

events which happened prior to the end of the Eliza-
bethan era. Pocahontas, dauzhter of the Indian king
Powhatan, was Jonson's inspiration for this Masque and
was presznt on the occasion of its presentation at the
king's command, (1)

The Alchemist (1609)contains allusions to the

wealth of America. In the second act, Sir Epicure
Mammon and his friend Surly are discussing the wealth
of the New World:
Sir Mammon - "Come on sir, Now set
Your foot on the shore,
In novo orbe. Here's the rich Peru.
And there within are the golden mines,
Great Solomon's Ophir! He was sailing to 't
Three years, but we have reached it in ten months.
This is the clay wherein to all my friends
I will pronounce the happy word, Be rich,n(2)
Again in his conversation Sir Mammon declares
that he "will purchase Devonshire and Cornwall and make
them perfect Indies." (3
John Fletcher (1576-1625), the dramatist,overlaps

1 Mary Sullivan - Court Masjues of James I, p. 103.

2 Ben Jonson - The Alchemist, Act II, sc. 1.

3 Ibid,, Act II, sc. 1.
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the period of Elizabeth and James I, but there lingers
in his work the creative and romantie spirit of the Tudor
regime rather than that of the realistic Stuart period.

The Sea Voyage (1622) is based on Shakespsre's

The Teanpest, but his idea of a female commonwealth, where

the women had never seen a man, shows the influence of

Hakluyt's In The Valley of Amazons.

The following speech is made by Rosellia, the
governor of the Amazonian Portugals concerning the ship-

wrecked crew, washed up on her island:

Rosellia - "Their lives shall fall a sacrifice to Vengeance,
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I will look gloricus in their bloods;
And the most noble spirit of Sebastian,
That perish's by the pride of these French pirates,
Shall smile in Heaven, and bless the hand that
killed "em." (1)
We quote the following pararrarh from the Voyage
of de Orellana which admirably describes Rosellia and her
warrior-like tendencies:
"These women (Amazons) appear to be very tall,
robust, fair with long twisted hair...... It was nothing

new for women to fight and tc use bows and arrows; as has

1 John Fletcher- The Sea Voyage, Act IV, sc. 2.
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been seen on some islands of Badlwents at Carthegena,
where they displayed as much courage as men.“(l)

From the foregoing discussion it is evident
that exploration and discovery did have influence on
the Elizabethan writers. Thie influence did not
come for the most part by direct communication with
the voyagers themselves, ut through the publication
of their manuscripts. This work of translating and
edi ting was done by such public spirited men as
Richard Eden, Richard Hakluyt, and Samuel Purchas.

It must be noted, also, that the prevailing
notion of the new world, which the Elizabethan writers
gleaned from these "Voyages", was its unbounded wealth.
Not one author whom we have reviewed failed to refer
to this attribute of America and the Indies. To the
Elizabethan mind, the new world was more fanciful than
practical, There were fabulous stories of gold mountains,
silver mines, giants, devils, and a fund of magic lore
which lent itself to literature;but the veracity of it
all, Elizabethans believed, was not to be too closely
questionel. Even the noble Raleigh was so ridiculed
for his marvellous description of Guiana that he was

forced to write his Discoverie of Guiana to convince

the skeptical.

1"Woyage of Francisco Orellanaj In the Valley of Amazons,
Hakluyt Publications. Vol. 24, p. 34.



This study of the Elizabetham voyages and their
relations to the literature of the times gives us a possible
clue to the greatness of that era, in the form of a spirit
of rivalry between words and deeds. The outcome of the
era of adventure and discovery and territorial expansion
We well know was an outburt of literary productivity, the
like of which the world had never seen and possibly never

will see agzin.
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