
Ja
m

es
 W

oo
d 

P
ho

to

The 2000  CBNF S tu d y  Tour Group: Front row (l.-r.): Dr. Serge Duelinger, LCol David Patterson, Joanne  
Rodriguez; Back row: Jam es Wood, S ea n  Pollick, Joni Yarascavitch, Lisa Goodyear, A ndrew  Burtch, Michael 
Chisholm, Sophie Lalande, Cailin Rolls, Marie-Noel Duhalme, Michael Holden, D am ian Burianyk.

The 2000 Canadian Battle of 
Normandy Foundation Study Tour

T h e  C a n a d ia n  B a tt le  of N o rm a n d y  
F oundation ’s six th  an n u a l to u r of selected 

Canadian First and  Second World War European 
battlefields an d  com m em orative sigh ts  w as a 
g rea t success th is  year. The group w as led by 
LCol David P a tte rson  and  Dr. Serge D urflinger 
a n d  c o n s is te d  of six  m en a n d  six  w om en 
rep resen ting  all regions of C anada. The group 
left Toronto for London, England on 25 May and 
visited the fam ed air a n d  land w arfare m useum  
a t Duxford, the RAF m useum  a t H endon and  
th e  Im p e ria l W ar M u seu m . T he s tu d e n ts  
c o n c e n tra te d  on  le a rn in g  a b o u t C a n a d a ’s 
enorm ous com m itm ent to the air w ar in Europe.

C rossing u n d e r the C hannel by tra in  on 29 
May, the group toured C anada’s F irst World War 
battlefields a t Ypres, Passchendaele, the Somme, 
Vimy, an d  Amiens. For the first tim e, a CBNF 
tour visited the grave of Lieutenant-Colonel John  
M cC rae, a u th o r  of “In F la n d e rs  F ie ld ,” in  
Wimereux, France. On 1 June  the group travelled 
to Dieppe. Two days later, the to u r partic ipan ts  
arrived a t the Abbaye d ’Ardenne in  N orm andy,

site  of th e  in fam o u s m u rd e rs  of C a n ad ian  
prisoners of w ar by the 12 th  SS Panzer Division. 
As w ith  every  s tu d y  to u r, th e  g ro u p  w as 
q u a rte red  a t the  Abbaye for ab o u t a week and  
partic ipa ted  in the  m any  cerem onies held  on 
Ju n e  6 and  7. The s tuden ts  m et m any Canadian 
ve te rans and  the encoun ters  were frequently 
m em orable for bo th  young and  old.

The group sp en t two days a t Falaise to end 
the tour. By the end  of the trip, the C anad ian  
Battle of Normandy Foundation 2000 Study Tour 
partic ipan ts  h ad  gelled into an  especially close- 
knit group of young Canadians obviously sharing 
a n  e d u c a t io n a l  a n d  fo rm a tiv e  jo u rn e y  of 
discovery. The bonds of com radeship which they 
developed were forged in the g ian t shadow  cast 
by those of their countrym en who preceded them  
overseas over half a cen tury  previously. And not 
for a m om ent of o u r s tay  were these  m en’s 
service and  sacrifices forgotten.

W hat follows are excerpts from the  daily 
jo u rn a ls  kept by the s tu d e n ts  on the tour.
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Thursday, May 25 /F rid ay , May 26

Faithfu l reader, it is now one day before I go 
on the tour, and  the excitem ent is killing me 

KILLING ME!!! I’ve got 19 days of study  ahead , 
and  I feel th is little b lack book will be well-worn 
by the end. Hopefully, I shall pu ll from th is  a 
b e tte r u n d e rs tan d in g  of w here these  veterans 
fought and  w hat conditions they faced. I have 
been told th a t the prim ary source for any military 
h is to r ia n  is the  battle fie ld , an d  th is  is my 
opportun ity  to consu lt and  w ithdraw  from th a t 
source w hat I need. In th is way I also hope to 
b e t t e r  a p p r e c ia te  th e  c e re m o n ie s  of 
Rem em brance Day- to personalize it, in th is way 
I can ensure  its survival in my family. I have long 
felt t h a t  once  th e  v e te ra n s  h av e  p a s s e d , 
R em em brance Day shall hold less m eaning  to 
those left behind, b u t through an  understanding  
of sacrifice, the  m eaning of R em em brance Day 
can  be p reserved  an d  p e rh a p s  advanced  to 
greater im portance in C anada.

Andrew Paul Burtch, Carleton University

J e su is  arrivee a l’aeroport de Toronto en 
sa c h a n t que j ’allais vivre u n e  experience 

extraordinaire, que cette tournee d ’etudes etait 
une  o p p o rtu n ite  incroyable, m ais je  ne  me 
doutais pas a quel point ce serait une experience 
m arq u an te  d an s  m a vie....com m ent ce voyage 
changera it m a vision de la guerre  et je  ne me 
dou tais egalem ent p as  des liens crees avec les 
au tres etudian ts. J ’y ai rencontre des personnes 
in te r e s s a n te s ,  fo rger des a m itie s  so lid e s , 
im pressionnan tes m em e e ta n t donne la duree 
du voyage.

Sophie Lalande, Universite de M ontreal 

Saturday, May 27

Tne afternoon w as sp en t a t the  Im perial War 
M useum , which houses a tru ly  ou tstand ing  

collection of artifacts relating to B ritish w ars in 
the 20 th  C entury. I sp en t the entire afternoon 
w alking th rough  the F irst an d  Second World 
Wars in the first level of the m useum . W ith so 
m uch to see, I found it ra th e r  su rp ris in g  th a t 
the item  I rem em ber m ost w as serving as a 
backdrop  for one of the  displays. In one of the 
m any glass cases, the flag flown by the Canadian 
arm y a t Vimy Ridge hangs behind  p ictu res and  
artifacts from the First World War. I am  told th a t 
th e re  have  been  a tte m p ts  to have th e  flag 
repa tria ted  to C anada, b u t the Im perial War 
M useum  h as  refused. I am  su re  there  m u s t be 
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two sides to th is  story, b u t a t the  sam e tim e it 
m ade me angry to see th a t particular flag serving 
as a b a ck g ro u n d  w all-hang ing  in a B ritish  
m useum  w hen a replica would do ju s t  as well.

Ja m e s  Wood, Wilfrid Laurier University 

Monday, May 29

We arrived in Ypres w ith ju s t  enough time to 
check into the hotel an d  get to the  M enin 

Gate cerem ony. The local fire d epartm en t does 
a  fan tastic  job  of the L ast Post. The city blocks 
off the  s tree t for a few m inu tes an d  there  is 
always a  crowd there. I’m  glad to see th a t some 
peop le  s ti l l  ta k e  th e  tim e  to  re s p e c t  a n d  
rem em ber the dead. C anada needs more of that.

D am ian Burianyk, University of New
Brunswick

Ou r  next stop was Tyne Cot Cemetery. Words 
failed me here. I canno t p u t into w ords the 

emotion th is place evoked in me. 12, 000 graves. 
24 ,000  nam es on the wall behind . W hen I was 
11 or 12 years old I h ad  to learn  the w ords to 
F landers Fields for school. I rem em ber walking 
a round  my house repeating the words over and  
over again  un til I knew  it off by heart. It s tru c k  
me a t th a t  very m om ent w hat th a t poet m eant. 
The w ords all cam e back  to me and  I began to 
w hisper them  to myself. It took ever ounce of 
s tren g th  I h ad  no t to s ta r t  crying hysterically. 
Never in my life have I felt such  futility and  sense 
of loss.

Lisa Goodyear, Royal Military 
College of C anada

We went to St-Julien where the Canadian war 
memorial is. It is wonderful, clean, and  well 

kept. We th en  w ent to Passendaele  and  were 
show n one of the m ost d istu rb ing  battle  sites of 
the F irs t World War. It w as quite a field to see 
even eighty years later. We were told th a t  the 
d istance  betw een a s tream  an d  a house  400 
yards away took eight days to take. The town 
itself, less th a n  two kilom eters from the s ta r t  
line took two weeks to take a t the  cost of 5 ,000 
C anad ian  lives, or 16,000 killed, w ounded or 
m issing ....I  have a p e rso n a l in te re s t in  the 
w ea p o n s  of w ar, from  a p ro fe s s io n a l a n d  
recreational perspective. Looking a t the  field, 
h e a rin g  the n u m b e r  of m en w ho died a n d  
realizing th a t the objective served no tactical 
pu rpose  h a s  m ade me reconsider som e of my 
em phasis. In the  study  of w eaponry there is a



r a th e r  s te rile  rea liz a tio n  of j u s t  w h a t th a t  
w eaponry does. S tand ing  in the a rea  th a t  these 
m en died and  looking a t w hat they were up  
ag a in st I realized th a t  un til th en  I h a d  no t fully 
appreciated ju s t w hat the equipment was capable 
of doing, the am o u n t of death  w as enorm ous. 
Moreover, I realize th a t  the m en who m ade the 
charge were in tim ately  fam iliar w ith w hat the 
w eapons were capable of and  w ent over the  top 
regard less. Their b ravery  and  dedication  m u st 
have been enorm ous.

Sean  Pollick, Royal Military 
College of C anada
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Nous avons eu la chance d’adm irer la s ta tu e  
de S a in t-Ju lien . Elle est beau co u p  p lus 

im posan te  que je me l’etais im agine....Je  crois 
que, a u jo u rd ’hu i, cette  s ta tu e  rep re sen te  le 
sacrifice de notre nation et l’essence qui est sense 
de resso rtir  de ces lieux sacres, qui est en fait, 
u n e  com m em oration beaucoup  p lu s  g rande et 
profonde que ju s te  la «victoire». II est im peratif 
de p en ser au x  so ldats  - fils, m aris, peres et 
m em e, des fois, des fem m es -  qui on t fait la 
guerre, m ais su rto u t a ceux qui ne so n t pas 
revenus, a l’ultim e sacrifice qu ’ils ont accepte et 
ce, souvent avan t m em e de p a rtir  de leu r ville, 
de leu r pays, de leu r continent. «Ici, les 22-24 
avril 1915, d ix -hu it mille C anadiens du  flanc 
gauche britannique resisteren t victorieusem ent 
au x  prem ieres a tta q u es  de gaz des A llem ands. 
Deux mille d ’entre-deux, glorieusem ent tombes, 
reposen t pres de cette colonne* J ’ai signe le 
re g is tre  e t ec rit: « S ile n c ieu sem en t, je  me 
souviens.»

Marie-Noel Duhaim e, 
Royal M ilitary College of C anada

T ie  St. Ju lie n  m onum en t reflected the  level 
of death  and  horro r experienced by soldiers 

of bo th  sides in Ypres. A solem n pillar of plain  
stone with the silhouette of a soldier carved into 
its peak, the m onum ent conveyed a sense of grim 
determ ination  w hich forces a  reaction  by those 
viewing it. The m ost comm on feeling w ith in  the 
group, as far as I could m easure, w as sorrow. 
The unm oving stone guard  of ho n o u r here  a t 
St. Ju lien  caused  the poem  ‘In F landers’s Field’ 
to  ro ll th ro u g h  my h ead . A p p aren tly , the  
m onum ent here was quite controversial after the 
w ar b e c au se  th e  C a n a d ian s  d id  n o t feel it 
portrayed  victory, rather, it felt too grave and  
seem ed obsessed w ith the loss, not a sen tim ent

sh a red  by a victor nation . Years later, however, 
it seem s entirely  apropos.

Andrew Paul B urtch

Y’p res is a walled city an d  Mike an d  I walked 
some of the wall before wandering into a  pub. 

It w as a lovely place ju s t  off the  town square . 
Leaving the pub  we ran  into a biker nam ed Yves, 
who asked  if we were Am erican. We told him  
th a t we are C anadian and  he responded ‘Ah, the 
lib e ra to rs .’ Of any th ing  th a t a local sa id  to us 
du ring  the course of the  trip  th a t  pa rticu la r 
ph rase  s truck  me as the m ost touching. A biker, 
80 years after the fact, recognized the C anadian 
contribution to the liberation of his country. That 
w as surely  the m ost flattering th ing said  to me 
on the  trip.

S ean  Pollick

Tuesday, May 30

It is now 3:15 pm  an d  we are on o u r way to 
Beaum ont Hamel. I have a knot in my stomach. 

We arrive a t B eaum ont Hamel an d  the ra in  is 
p o u rin g . The m em oria l is im p ressiv e . The 
g round is still scarred  an d  w hen I reach  the top 
of the Caribou I see the Danger Tree for the first 
tim e. From  th is  vantage point I have a view of 
no -m an’s-land and  I can  see the G erm an lines. I 
gave my presentation mostly from memory since 
the  ra in  m ade it im possible to read  from my 
p repared  p resen ta tion . I th ink  it w as ok. My 
em otions were ru n n in g  so high, I felt like I was 
stepping on hallowed ground. It was very sombre 
w alking through the tall, wet g rass w ith the rain  
falling. I walked p ast the danger tree and  stopped 
an d  realized th is w as the m ost dangerous place 
in  No M a n ’s L an d . As I w a lk e d  in to  th e



New foundland cem etery I felt su ch  a sense  of 
sadness . I recognized all the family nam es. I 
know w hat p a rt  of the  Island these  nam es are 
from. I w onder who am ong my friends have 
family here ... .Walking around this battlefield has 
been em otionally exhausting  for me. It will be a 
long tim e before I can  deal w ith the range of 
em otions I felt here today.

his fam ous poem. All of my life, I have been 
reciting  th is  poem  on R em em brance Day a t 
p a ra d e s  a n d  c e rem o n ies . To fina lly  be a t 
M cCrae’s gravesite and  to read  the poem  he 
wrote in World War One m ean t so m uch  to me.

Jo n i Yarascavitch, University of Waterloo 

Thursday, June 1
Lisa Goodyear

t ;.is is w hat I h ad  been  w aiting for, Vimy 
Ridge. The boys (QOR) h a d  told me how

im pressive it is b u t th a t  com pared little to the 
feeling of actually  being there. I stood in  awe 
looking tow ards the m onum ent from w here the 
C anadians would have advanced. It was pouring 
rain  as I w alked onto the m onum ent, b u t  no 
am ount of rain  could have dam pened the feelings 
I h ad  as I first looked over the  ridge down onto 
the tow ns in the valley below.

Michael W. Chisholm , University of Toronto

Wednesday, May 31

WTiile in the  cem etery I s ta rted  doing w hat ] 
was to do for the res t of the trip, laying 

sm all C a n ad ian  flags on the  h e a d sto n e s  oi
C anadian  Military Engineers. It is a sm all token 
to be su re , an d  certain ly  b iased  tow ard my 
m ilitary trade, b u t I felt it was appropria te  th a t 
th e re  be som e sign  th a t  the  s a p p e rs  w ere 
rem em bered . Some of the  in sc rip tio n s  were 
heart-w renching  and  personal. One inscrip tion 
to a B ritish  soldier read  ‘To our D ear D addy’, 
and another was to ‘A Loving H usband’. It is these 
in scrip tions th a t rem ind  you th a t these  were 
m ore th an  ju s t  soldiers, they were m en w ith 
families who they left and  never saw  again.

Sean Pollick

We made an  unexpected stop a t the Wimereux 
C em etery  in  Boulogne. At first, a s  we 

walked tow ards the cemetery, it w as u n c lea r to
me as to why they were there. It seem ed we were 
ju s t walking through a civilian cemetery. It w asn’t 
until we reached the o ther end th a t it was finally 
clear. On the stone wall w as a  p laque dedicated 
to J o h n  McCrae, the C anad ian  a u th o r of “In 
F landers F ields.” On the o ther side of the  wall 
was a m ilitary cem etery, including  the body of 
McCrae. We w alked th rough  and  p au sed  a t h is 
gravesite. It w as here  th a t I h ad  the h o n o u r of 
placing a Canadian flag on his grave and  reading

Nous n o u s  som m es diriges vers la plage de 
P o u rv il le . C ’e s t  s u r  c e t te  p a r t i e  d u  

d e b a r q u e m e n t ,  e f fe c tu e  p a r  le S o u th  
S aska tchew an  Regim ent et les Q ueen’s Own 
C am eron H ighlanders of C anada, que je  faisais 
m a p re s e n ta tio n . J e  tro u v e  qu e  le fa it de 
p resen ter s u r  une bataille ou u n  debarquem ent 
est u n e  excellente idee. La lecture  et le tem ps 
que j ’ai m is a p reparer cette p resen tation  m ’ont 
donne u n  sen tim en t d ’a p p a rten an ce  a cette 
plage, aux  so ldats  qui y so n t m ort ou qui y ont 
su rv e c u ... .Lorsque n o u s  som m es alles d an s  le 
cimetiere, j ai passe  quelques m inutes devant la 
to m b e  d u  L ie u te n a n t- c o lo n e l  G o s tlin g , 
com m andant des QOCH. Cet homme a tout ju ste  
eu le tem ps de deposer son  pied su r  la plage 
lorsqu’il a ete a tte in t p a r une  balle. J ’etais em ue 
d etre devant sa  tom be, la ou son  corps repose. 
J ’ai fait u n e  priere pour lui.

Sophie Lalande



W'e w ent for a  w alk a round  Dieppe. Andrew 
showed a few u s  a small m onum ent behind 

a church, which was in memory of two C anadian 
soldiers who were sho t on th is spot. It w as so 
m odest b u t unbelievably moving. As I looked 
a ro u n d  I could im agine the fear of the  m en 
pinned here, wondering where the next sho t was 
com ing from.

Lisa Goodyear

Ou r  days sp en t a t Dieppe, I now know, were 
the  pivotal event of my N orm andy Tour. 

Before th is  point, I really had  n o t the  sligh test 
idea of w hat war and  rem em brance were about. 
I know th a t a t tim es soldiers are asked  to s tan d  
their g round in im possible s itua tions and  to go 
forw ard w hen every in stin c t is to tu rn  and  run , 
or a t least keep their head  down. And I knew 
abou t the bonds th a t tie soldiers to one ano ther 
an d  m ake them  unw illing to tu rn  away from a 
fight for fear of w hat their budd ies will th in k  of 
them . B ut seeing the beaches a t Dieppe m ade 
me realize th a t while the things I thought I knew 
were no t incorrect, they am oun ted  to only a 
shadow  of an  u nderstand ing ....A fter visiting 
Dieppe I have come to u n d e rs ta n d  why these 
brave m en w ent forw ard and  why, in  the  end, 
they suffered su ch  terrible losses. As for the 
questions left unansw ered , seeing the beaches 
left me w ith a need to know m ore. There has  
scarcely been a  m om ent of my spare  time since 
the Normandy Tour th a t I have not spent reading 
ab o u t som e aspect of the war.

Ja m e s  Wood
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rem ind  me abou t the  terrible th ings th a t  have 
happened in the past. I cried when I saw  so m any 
nam es, all in the ir early tw en ties ...th a t could 
have been  me or any of my friends or any  of u s 
on the  tour!

Friday, June 2

After seeing the beaches, we w ent and  saw the 
resu lt of this action, the cemetery a t Dieppe. 

The Com m onw ealth War Graves Com m ission 
have done an excellent job of preserving memory 
of the fallen...This place h it me p retty  hard . 
S tan d in g  in the  m iddle of a th o u sa n d  dead 
C anad ians who were all killed on one day, m ost 
abou t my age, w as too m uch. In a perfect world, 
th is  p lace w ould n o t exist. Every C an ad ian  
shou ld  visit th is  place. I will b ring my children 
here someday.

D am ian Burianyk

Next stop, the Com m onw ealth War Graves 
Com m ission Cem etery at Dieppe. I did not 

en joy  s ta n d in g  a m o n g s t a th o u s a n d  d ead  
C anad ians b u t I guess th a t is why it is there. To

Michael J . Holden, M ount Allison University 

Sunday, June 4

A s I stood there, nervous though I w as, I was 
also struggling to contain  my feelings... .The 

only though t th a t th rum m ed  through my m ind, 
compelling my silence, w as I’m  on Juno beach!!!! 
Finally, I had  arrived, it seem ed like the climax 
of th is adventure, draw n to the beach w here our 
m en, brave, young an d  foolish, fought an d  fell
tak in g  the  w ar to H itler an d  w inning. This 
m om ent w as of u tm o st im portance to me, and  
the im m ediate conclusion  I reached  w as th a t  I 
h ad  to becom e a  b e tte r C anadian . From  th a t 
m om ent on, I becam e m ore patrio tic th a n  I had  
ever been  in my life, I am  a  C anad ian , I am  
p ro u d , I am  s a d  fo r o u r  lo sse s  h e re  b u t  
en th ralled  by ou r accom plishm ents.

Andrew Paul B urtch



We attend a ceremony at the Bold Tank where 
a p laque w as dedicated  to the Fort G arry 

Horse and  the  Sherbrooke Fusiliers. Here we 
h a d  the  privilege to m eet several C an ad ian  
ve te rans....I t was the first tim e in m any years I 
have sung our national anthem . For the first time 
it actually  m ean t som ething to me. Seeing the 
V eterans sa lu te  a t the  playing of the la s t post 
was stirring. They snapped to attention and  were 
so s tra ig h t and  p roud.

Lisa Goodyear

Le fa it que  le voyage n o u s  p e rm e ttre  de 
partic iper aux  cerem onies de souvenir du  

debarquem ent de Normandie a ete l’une des plus 
belles experiences. R encontrer ces hom m es qui 
o n t v ecu  le d e b a rq u e m e n t  e s t  te l le m e n t  
in te ressan t, j ’avais le gout de to u t savoir, q u ’il 
me raconte dans les moindres deta ils . D’u n  autre 
cote, je me sentais mal de rappeler a ces hom m es 
la douleur q u ’ils ont vecue. Combien d ’am is ont- 
ils p erdu?  E t de quelle m aniere? Leurs yeux ont 
vu ce q u ’il y a  de p lu s laid. E t chacun  de ces 
hom m es avait une  histoire, un e  famille, des 
p roches qui l’a tten d a ien t pa tiem m ent et qui 
p ria ien t p o u r lui chaque soir. Com bien on t 
souffert dans l’a tten te  ou lorsque les nouvelles 
so n t f in a le m e n t a rriv ees?  E st-ce  q u ’il y a 
vraim ent u n e  seule personne qui n ’a p as  ete 
touche p a r ce conflit?

Sophie Lalande

It  gets h a rd e r  w ith every cem etery we visit. It 
took only a  few m om ents to bring me to tears. 

Everyone gets very qu iet and  speaks very little. 
This place is so serene, the m aple trees an d  the 
rain  gently falling, it is easy to lose m yself in  my 
own though ts. Like so m any o ther m om ents on 
th is  tr ip  w ords fail m e, I am  em o tio n a lly  
overwhelm ed by the loss of life th a t su rro u n d s  
me. I have to leave th is place an d  sit alone for a 
few m inu tes to pull m yself together.

Lisa Goodyear

W'e moved onto Sword beach and stopped at 
a m onum en t while Serge and  David gave 

a briefing. There w as a m an w alking an d  he 
stopped while we were talking and  seem ed to be 
listening to our briefing. It tu rn s  out th a t he was 
a G erm an veteran who, du ring  the war, w as 
responsib le for defending th a t  beach  from the 
Allies on D-Day! I cou ldn’t believe th a t  we h ad  
the opportunity to hear h is version of the events.

He spoke in G erm an and  Serge translated  into 
English. It was a fascinating story. He described 
the a ttack  and  explained w hat he did. There was 
a field across from the beach full of w heat and  
he and  his com rades had  to hide in the waist- 
high w heat to avoid being attacked. Talking to 
th is  G erm an  ve te ran  w as a lm ost a s u rre a l 
experience . I d id n ’t know  how  to rea d  the  
situation. I felt as though I should have been 
angry a t the individual because he may have been 
responsible for the killing of Canadians, b u t after 
hearing him  speak, he seem ed to be the sam e as 
every other veteran. He was fighting for w hat he 
b e lieved  w as r ig h t (or h e  m ay  have  b e e n  
conscripted against his wishes). Nevertheless, he 
fought and  survived and  was willing to tell u s  of 
his experiences. It was clear to me th a t it was a 
w ar and  th a t certain experiences are bound  to 
occur which cannot be held against the other 
side for a lifetime. In the words of this G erm an 
veteran, Willy H arnack, “We are all friends now."

Jon i Yarascavitch

At Sword Beach we saw  a vet w alking along 
the road. He was a G erm an vet from the 

716 th  Infan try  Division. This was com pletely 
unexpected  an d  kind of a bonus. There w as a 
b it of trouble  w ith the  tran sla tion , b u t we got 
h is story. He talked ab o u t seeing the invasion 
fleet, the bom bardm ent, the invasion, h is friend 
being  sh o t, a n d  su rre n d e rin g . He w as the  
enem y then , today he is ju s t  an  old m an.

D am ian B urianyk

Tuesday, Ju n e 6

P|eu apres, nous avons rencontre  u n  veteran, 
je  crois que son nom  e ta it Patty  H utton  des 

Q ueen’s Own Riffles. II a partage ses souvenirs, 
m ais comm e il avait de la difficulty  sa  femme 
l’a  aide. Col Gould au ss i e ta it l’a et lui au ss i a 
partage ses souvenirs. P endan t que ses deux 
hom m es parla ien t, je  m ’im aginais a leur place. 
J ’ai deja travaille d an s  u n  tank , m ais je  n ’ai 
jam a is  ete dans u n  debarquem ent, sous le feu 
de l’ennem i ou encore d an s  une  s itu a tio n  de 
guerre. J ’ai de la m isere a m ’im aginer ce q u ’ils 
ont p u  vivre, les sen tim en ts  q u ’ils ont pu  avoir, 
la d ou leu r q u ’ils devaien t ressen tir, la p e u r 
tou jours p re se n te ... Trop de chose dans la tete, 
j ’essa i d ’a rre te r  de p en ser pou r m ieux ecou ter 
leur h istoire.

Marie-Noel D uhaim e



W ednesday, Ju n e  7

T h e n  th e  b ig  
cerem ony back  a t 

the Abbaye garden. The 
g a rd en  is fairly sm all 
a n d  it is packed  w ith  
p eo p le . T he v e ts  a re  
here, as are m any m ore 
people , in c lu d in g  th e  
s t u d e n t s  fro m  th e  
University of Tennessee ^ 
an d  som e guides from ^
B eaum ont Ham el an d  p 
Vimy. This is the m ost g 
m oving a n d  p e rso n a l e 
cerem ony  I have ever ^ 
h a d  th e  p riv ile g e  to 
a ttend . There are tons 
of flowers placed on the 
m arker an d  alm ost everyone lays a w reath . We 
are able to take p a rt in the cerem ony an d  lay a 
m aple leaf on the m em orial as the  nam es of 
those  killed are read  out. This is som eth ing  I 
will rem em ber an d  cherish  always. “They are 
gone b u t no t forgotten .” Most people filter out 
after the cerem ony and  we are left with the vets. 
They tell some stories th a t even today (as I write 
this) b ring  a tear to my eye.

D am ian B urianyk 
v

A 15h30, n ous som m es re to u rn es  au  ja rd in  
ie la fondation et a 16h30 c’e ta it au  ja rd in  

de l’abbaye  d ’A rdenne  que n o u s  e tio n s . II 
debordait tellem ent il y avait de gens. Chaque 
m em bre du groupe a eu l’h o n n eu r de deposer 
u n e  feuille d ’erable en  souvenir de to u s  les 
C anadiens qui on t ete assassine  dans ce jardin . 
Cette cerem onie e ta it de loin la p lus touchan te. 
Une fois la ce rem o n ie  te rm in ee , q u e lq u e s  
veterans sont restes dans le jardin  avec plusieurs 
m em bres du groupe. Ils nous on t conte des 
histoires vraim ent affreuses de ce qu ’ils ont vecu 
p en d an t la guerre, en y pensan t, j ’ai encore des 
larm es aux  yeux.

Marie-Noel D uhaim e

Saturday, June 10

|u r  la s t m orning a t the  Abbaye an d  I felt 
m addened by the fact th a t I will probably 

never be back for a second visit. Adding to this, 
I was feeling a bit anxious about my presentation 
on the fight for Verrieres Ridge. E ach  of u s  had
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T w o  v ie w s  o f  th e  m e m o r ia l g a r d e n  
th e  A b b a y e  d A r d e n n e .

a t

been tasked  w ith presenting 
a brief outline of some event, 
s u c h  as  the  D ieppe raid , 
J u n o  B e a c h , o r n a v a l 
su p p o rt a t D-Day. To th is 
point, I had  been im pressed 
w ith the briefings given by 

the  o ther m em bers of ou r group. O ur TEWT of 
th e  B rettev ille  defence h ad  left me w ith  a 
d isda in  for those who would criticize m ilitary 
com m anders after the  fact. These m en bore 
w hat m u st have been a crush ing  responsibility; 
w hat righ t do any of u s  have to p ass judgem ent 
on the ir actions w ithou t having walked a mile 
in their shoes? I w as th inking  abou t th is  before 
my p resen ta tio n  an d  I cam e to the conclusion 
th a t  there  is a place for h isto rian s  to exam ine 
an d  scru tin ize  the decisions m ade by these 
com m anders, b u t not to a ttack  them  personally 
for the ir failings an d  m istakes. It is a fine line, 
b u t I th in k  the lesson  I have taken  away from 
th is  episode is a valuable one.

Ja m e s  Wood

Sunday, Ju n e 11

w;re got up  p retty  early th is m orning and 
re c re a te d  th e  m a rc h  of th e  Argyll & 

S u therland  Highlanders up  Hill 195. The m arch 
w as m ean t to sn eak  u p  behind  the G erm an 
forward lines and  estab lish  a defensive position 
beh ind  the ir lines. O ur m arch w as a good idea, 
a lthough  som e of the m ystique w as lost since 
people talked the whole way up. It would have 
been  nice, from my poin t of view, to have done 
the m arch  attem pting  to m ake no noise so th a t 
we could gain an  even g rea ter appreciation  of 
w ha t the  Argylls h ad  to do. In any case it m ust 
have been a big surprise  for the G erm ans during 
the war.

S ean  Pollick



W'e began  the day a t 3 am  by retrac ing  the 
Argyll’s Bn sn eak  up  Point 195. I th in k  

the fourteen  of u s  m ade m ore noise th a n  the 
Argyll’s did. An am azing accom plishm ent for 
the Argyll’s w hen you th in k  of it. Saw the su n  
rise over C aen from th is  position. You can  still 
see the  gaps in the trees w here S h e rm a n ’s had  
p u sh ed  th rough.

Michael W. Chisholm

W'e cam e back  to a house  a t the bottom  of 
the hill to have b reakfast w ith a  gentlem an 

farm er who w as a six teen  year old boy in 1944. 
He show ed u s  a ro u n d  h is  farm , w here som e of 
the C anadian slit trenches can  still be m ade out, 
and  show ed u s  som e gaps in the  trees w here 
S h erm an  tan k s  had  c rashed  th rough . We th en  
w ent up  to the  old farm  house  w here the dead 
of the Argyll regim ent had  been  buried  aw aiting 
the graves com m ission. Back in h is house  he 
had  a recently unearthed  Lee-Enfield rifle th a t a 
plow h ad  tu rned  up  a few weeks earlier and  told 
u s  s to r ie s  a b o u t th e  G erm an  o c c u p a tio n . 
A pparently the W ehrm acht were okay so rts  b u t 
the SS were real ‘b a s ta rd s ’. We said  o u r good
byes to o u r gracious h o st and  left to to u r the 
battle  of the Falaise Gap.

S ean  Pollick

Postscript

T) say it w as an  experience of a life tim e some 
how does no t seem  enough. This trip  h as  

m ea n t m ore to me th a n  anyone c an  really  
u n d e rs ta n d . I feel focused  an d  th a t  I have 
retrieved my sense of direction. To say goodbye 
to the  people I sh a red  th is  experience w ith w as 
sad. I hope to stay  in  con tac t w ith everyone. I 
know I have really connected w ith som e people 
on th is tou r and  saw a glimpse of everyone’s life. 
This to u r h as  given me a  lot to th in k  ab o u t an d  
rem inded  why I love to s tu d y  m ilitary history . I 
have finally become a patriot of my own country. 
I know now it is up  to my generation  to go forth 
and  never let ou r coun try  forget the sacrifices 
th a t were m ade.

Lisa Goodyear

As a young m ilitary h isto rian  the C anad ian  
Battle of N orm andy Foundation S tudy  Tour 

was arguably the g rea test experience of my life. 
For th a t I would like to th a n k  G eneral Belzile 
and the other m em bers of the Foundation. Under

the  able leadersh ip  of Serge D urflinger an d  
D avid P a tte rso n  I le a rn e d  m ore a b o u t the  
C anad ian  involvement in  the E uropean  theatre  
th a n  I ever though t w as possible. I got to see 
the g rea t battlefields th a t  previously I h ad  only 
read  ab o u t an d  im agined. I spoke to veterans, 
Allied an d  G erm an ab o u t h ea rd  ab o u t w hat 
they  rem em b er from  the  war. I spoke w ith  
civilians and  heard  yet ano ther side to the sam e 
story. I s ta red  a t the sam e sky th a t the Allied 
soldiers h a d  looked up  to w ondering w hat I 
would have been  th inking, feeling and  scared  
of h a d  I been  on a land ing  craft during  the D- 
Day invasion.

M ichael J . Holden

T ie  lessons th a t each  of u s  have tak en  away 
from the trip  are valuable ones...now  th a t 

we are hom e the responsib ility  lies w ith u s  to 
m ake u se  of w hat we have learned  and  to share  
it w ith others.

Jam es  Wood

J e realise egalem ent q u ’il est im portan t de 
connaitre  l’h isto ire m ilitaire canadienne, ce 

qui s ’est reellement passe, et de transm ettre cette 
histoire aux  futures generations. Je  sais que c’est 
ce que je  ferai de m on cote.

Sophie Lalande

T iis tour h as  been one of the m ost mem orable 
experiences of my life and  I am  thrilled th a t 

I w a s  f o r tu n a te  e n o u g h  to  be  g iven  th is  
opportunity . I canno t even begin to sum  u p  all 
the  th ings th a t  I learned  on the tour. If I h a d  to 
choose one lesson, it would be the following: 
people can  s tu d y  w ar in  a c lassroom  or by 
reading  books b u t they will never gain  a tru e  
appreciation for the effects of war until they walk 
where the soldiers stood. Prior to the tour, I had  
stud ied  Dieppe, D-Day, an d  Vimy b u t w hen I 
stood on the battleg rounds an d  talked to the 
veterans, history , to me, becam e m uch  less 
academ ic and  so m uch  m ore hum an . I could 
finally p u t h u m an  faces to the nam es and  fields 
to the  battles . Visiting the cem eteries w as no 
different. P ic tu res do n o th ing  to convey the 
im m ensity  of the  loss of life an d  suffering th a t 
w ar causes. I only hope th a t the lessons I learned 
on th is  s tu d y  tou r will rem ain  w ith me for the 
res t of my life so th a t I will always rem em ber 
why I have the luxury of being free.

Jon i Yarascavitch


