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A New Approach for Rebuilding the Agriculture and Community
in Fukushima After the Nuclear Disaster
— Fukushima Organic Cotton Project As a Case Study —

N OER R E P
Hironori Takeuchi and Akane Otaka

Since the Fukushima nuclear accident, farms in Fukushima are continuously receiving dam-
age both directly and indirectly from the accident. There are still many exclusion zones due
to radioactive contamination, and people are increasingly abandoning their farmlands. Many
farmers have lost their jobs and human connections have been cut. It was under these circum-
stances that the “Fukushima Organic Cotton Project” started. It is a project which assists food
crop farmers who have “stigma damage” because of consumers’ severe reaction to radiation.
The project helps farmers rebuild their lives through cotton cultivation. Cotton plants absorb
almost none of the radioactivity that has contaminated the soil. Taking advantage of its charac-
teristics, cotton cultivation is being expanded in the region where it is difficult to produce food
crops and in the abandoned farmlands. Currently, the project does not make enough profit and
relies on environmental funding, but it plays an important role in revitalizing Fukushima’s ag-
riculture. This paper focuses on the activities of the “Fukushima Organic Cotton Project”, and
details the effect and significance through action research.
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