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Verification of “Conservative Swing of

Japanese University Students” Using Online Survey:
What Do They Maintain?

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the conservative swing of Japanese university students.
While the high approval ratings of the Abe cabinet and the popularity of Toshio Ta-
mogami in the Tokyo gubernatorial election gave the impression that Japanese voters
were growing more conservative, Endo and Willy (2014) showed that young people do
not understand conservative/ progressive ideology as other generations do. Therefore,
using two online surveys, we examined whether university students are more conserva-
tive than others, and how they understand conservative/ progressive ideology. The re-
sults show that the proportion of conservative respondents is higher in university stu-
dents than others and they have more conservative attitudes in salient issues such as
the prime minister’s visit to Yasukuni Shrine or nuclear power generation. On the other
hand, they do not necessarily have conservative attitudes toward issues like constitu-
tional amendments or right to collective defense. It implies most university students do
not treat conservative/progressive ideology as a bundle of attitudes, but as a symbol of
salient issues.

Key Words: conservative/progressive ideology, university students, online survey



