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Durkheim’s sociology of suicide and suicide in contemporary Japan:

From the perspective of the relationship between men and women

ABSTRACT

Emile Durkheim’s unique analysis of suicide is well known. Using social statistics, he
attempted to find the causes of suicide exclusively in social factors and not in
individualistic factors. He believed that suicide could shed light on society and this article
is an introduction to a study that analyzes suicide in contemporary Japan from the
Durkheimian perspective.

Suicide rates in 20th century western countries are drastically altered from the 19th
century, when Durkheim researched them. Analyzing several current studies on suicide,
this article suggests an interpretive perspective that focuses on the rapidly changing form
of the relationship between men and women in Japan, where high suicide rates have lasted

more than ten years.

Key Words: suicide, Durkheim, relationship between men and women



