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Brother Roger, Prier dans le silence du cceur.

— Taizé Community and Port-Royal —

ABSTRACT

In the summer of 2002, when I visited the Taizé Community, I was invited to lunch
by Brother Roger, and after lunch Brother Roger revealed to me the significance of of Port-
Royal, and said, “At the beginning, Port-Royal was the model of the Community.” He
ennumerated intimately the names of Mother Angélique Arnauld, Mother Agnes Arnauld,
Saint-Cyran and Blaise Pascal. Then, following summer, Bother Roger asked me to talk
about Port-Royal for the brothers after lunch, saying that the young brothers did not know
very much about Port-Royal. And the next summer also he asked again for me to speak
about Port-Royal. As for many years [ had felt a similar atmosphere between Taizé and
Port-Royal, I had read all his works, but I could not find any description on Port-Royal.
Brother Eric, who followed Brother Roger since the early time of the Community, assisted
at the conferences on Blaise Pascal, Saint Cyran and Port-Royal, given by Professor
Frederic Jaccard at Genéve University with Brother Roger, who listened eagerly to the
conferences and influenced very deeply. In one of his two last books Pressenttu un
bonheur? printed in November 2005, I finaly found a description of Port-Royal and I think
that the other book, Prier dans le silence du cceur, printed in July 2006 shows the

similarities in expression and religious thought between Pascal and Brother Roger.

Key Words: Brother Roger, Port-Royal, pray.



