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“A Jew in Jerusalem, and one who was able to explain where Joshua to the
Judges, the Judges to the Prophets, the Prophets to the Rabbis, so that at the
end of the line, a Jew from secular America (a diaspora within a diaspora)
could jive glibly about the swinging Village scene of the fifties ...... Especially
if you bear in mind that this particular Jew couldn’t say what place he held
in this great historical procession. I had concluded long ago that the Chosen
were chosen to read God’s mind. Over the millenia, this turned out to be a

zero-sum game.” (37)
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