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In the garden, which was reached by stone steps from the back porch, splendour
flickered over the tall purple iris that fringed the bird-bath and rippled like a
bright veil over the grass walks and flower-beds. A small place, but it held
beauty. Beauty, and that deep stllness through which time seems to flow with
a perpetual rhythm and pause. On the edge of the bird-bath a robin stood
drinking. Farther away, two black and yellow butterflies spun round and

round, without flight, as if they were attached to invisible threads. Only at
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long intervals, when the breeze died down and sprang up again, was the
tranquil air brushed by a roving taint, a breath of decay, from the new chemi-
cal factory near the river. Now rising, now falling, the smell was scarcely
more than a whiff that came and went on the wind. Scarcely more than a whiff,
yet strong enough, when the houses were open, to spoil the delicate flavour

of living (pp. 4-5).
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