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DAZHED T3, VN7 —= A5 Amity 5 &) ARIZHE - TH2NT, 1818



16

D 1820 4F T2 EFHOMIIT A ) A& ME WL TR, ZOHR %
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BRSO TIE RV RENn) 2T,
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NRCLAFEOHTE L THERE (conqueror) DL HIZT oL & o T
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WELZEEIPNTET (B8 142H), £ 2121E Fanny Wright ©
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AGFMEENL, CATORVWZ—- b ETERTEGZ RV EEZ D
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TWL EEOSFEL % Trollope 1 “un voyage a faire, et Paris au bout!”
(TN HEVWRICHZ, L2 HIHIZ Y 22 1) ERBELTCWET (&
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1 Frances Wright (1795-1852), Views of Society and Manners in America
(1821)

“nauseous flattery” (James Fenimore Cooper)

Frances Trollope (1779-1863), Domestic Manners of the Americans (1832)
“Trollopize’ became a verb that meant ‘to abuse the American nation’.” (Sara
Wheeler)

2 There existed a country consecrated to freedom, in which men might wake to
the full knowledge and full exercise of his powers. To see that country was,
now at the age of sixteen, her fixed but secret determination. (qtd. in Mullen
34)

3 Those principles [laid down in American government] had indeed so warmed
my own feelings, as to have influenced my perceptions. During my first visit
to America, I seemed to hear and see the declaration of independence
everywhere. . . . my own enthusiasm doubtless conspired to throw a Claud-
Lorraine tint over a country which bore the name of the Republic. (Reason
30)

4  The history of this people seemed to declare that they were brave, high-
minded, and animated with the soul of liberty; their institutions, that they
were enlightened; their laws, that they were humane; and their policy, that
they were peaceful, and kept good faith. (Views 63)/A people who have bled
together for liberty, who equally appreciate and equally enjoy that liberty
which their own blood or that of their fathers has purchased, who feel, too,
that the liberty which they love has found her last asylum on their shores—
such a people are bound together by ties of amity and citizenship far beyond
what is usual in national communities. (Views 208)/It is singular to look
round upon a country where the dreams of sages, smiled at as utopian, seem
distinctly realized. (Views 188; emphasis added)

5 I own that as regards the southern states I have ever felt a secret reluctance
to visit their territory. The sight of slavery is revolting everywhere, but to
inhale the impure breath of its pestilence in the fee winds of America is
odious beyond all that the imagination can conceive. (Views 267)

6 May they [the children of liberty] return with fresh ardor to the glorious
work which they formerly encountered with so much success—in one word,
may they realize the conviction lately expressed to me by their venerable
President that “the day is not very far distant when a slave will not be found
in America!” (Views 270)
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It appears superfluous, in proposing a plan for the general abolition of
slavery from the United States, to observe upon the immensity of the evil,
and the gloomy prospect of dangers it presents to the American people—
disunion, bloodshed, servile wars of determination, horrible in their nature
and consequences, and disgraceful in the eyes of the civilized world. (Plan 3)
At the age of eighty-two, with one foot in the grave, and the other uplifted to
follow it, I do not permit myself to take part in any new enterprises. . . . The
abolition of the evil is not impossible; it ought never to be despaired or.
Every plan should be adopted, every experiment tried, which may do
something towards its ultimate object. You are young, dear Madam, and
have powers of mind which may do much in exciting others in this arduous
task.” (qtd. in Brodie 463)

Nashoba would be successful only if its residents departed from the premises
as expeditiously as possible. . . . In this original plan, Nashoba was simply a
means to perfect Wright’s true utopia—the United States.” (Bederman 448;
emphasis in original)

[Wlhile we endeavor to undermine the slavery of colour existing in the North
American Republic, we essay equally to destroy the slavery of mind now
reigning there as in other countries.” (Marshall, Vol.I 170)

One glance sufficed to convince me that every idea I had formed of the place
was as far as possible from the truth. Desolation was the only feeling—the
only word that presented itself.” (Manners, Vintage ed. 27)

I never beheld a scene so utterly desolate at the entrance of the Mississippi.
Had Dante seen it, he might have drawn images of another Bolgia from its
horrors. One only object rears itself above the eddying waters; this is the
mast of a vessel long since wrecked in attempting to cross the bar, and it
still stands, a dismal witness of the destruction that has been, and a boding
prophet of that which is to come.” (Manners 4)

When we arrived at Nashoba, they were without milk, without beverage of
any kind except rain water; the river Wolf being too distant to send to
constantly. Wheat bread they used but sparingly, and to us the Indian corn
bread was uneatable. . . . I shared her bedroom; it had no ceiling, and the
floor consisted of planks laid loosely upon piles, that raised it some feet from
the earth. . . . but Frances Wright stood in the midst of fall this desolation,
with the air of a conqueror; she would say, perhaps, that she was so, since
she had triumphed over all human weakness. (Manners 28 note; emphasis
added)
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I hated Fanny. She had wooed me and courted me and convinced me to move
my family to this wasteland, which she had entirely misrepresented. She
could sacrifice her health to her bizarre utopianism, but I was a mother
responsible for children. (White 178)

Yes, dear Mary, I do find the quiet of these forests and our ill-fenced cabins
of rough logs more soothing to the spirit, and now no less suited to the body
than the warm luxurious houses of European society. Yet that it would be so
with you, or to any less broken in by enthusiastic devotion to human reform
and mental liberty than our little knot of associates, I cannot judge.
(Marshall, Vol.II 181)

We had heard so much of Cincinnati, its beauty, wealth, and unequalled
prosperity, that when we left Memphis to go thither, we almost felt the
delight of Rousseau’s novice, “un voyage a faire, et Paris au bout!” [a long
journey to perform with Paris at the end of it] (Manners 39)

[T]hough it is not very agreeable to live surrounded by herds of these
unsavoury animals, it is well they are so numerous, and so active in their
capacity of scavengers, for without them the streets would soon be choked up
with all sorts o substances in every stage of decomposition. (Manners 39)
Men came into the lower tier of boxes without their coats; and I have seen
shirt sleeves tucked up to the shoulder; the spitting was incessant. . . . The
bearing and attitudes of the men are perfectly indescribable; the heels
thrown higher than the head, the entire rear of the person presented to the
audience, the whole length supported on the benches, are among the
varieties that these exquisite posture-masters exhibit. (Manners 133-34)

The greatest difficulty in organising a family establishment in Ohio, is
getting servants, or, as it is there called, “getting help,” for it is more than
petty treason to the Republic, to call a free citizen a servant. (Manners 52;
emphasis in original)

I honor the pride which makes a man unwilling to sell his personal service
to a fellow creature; to come and go at the beck of another—is it not natural
that there should be some unwillingness to do this? It is the last trade to
which an American, man or woman, has recourse; still some must be driven
to it, particularly of the latter sex, but she always assumes with you the
manner of an equal. (Views 119)

I do not like them. I do not like their principles, I do not like their manners,
I do not like their opinions. (Manners 404)

[T]f refinement once creeps in among them, if they once learn to cling to the
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graces, the honours, the chivalry of life, then we shall say farewell to
American equality, and welcome to European fellowship one of the finest
countries on the earth. (Manners 409)

If any woman asked for greater scope for her gifts the magazines were
sharply critical. Such women were tampering with society, undermining
civilization. Mary Wollstonecraft, Frances Wright and Harriet Martineau
were condemned in the strongest possible language—they were read out of
the sex. “They are only semi-women, mental hermaphrodites.” (Welter 172—
73)

[W]ho can look without disgust and abhorrence upon such an one as Fanny
Wright, with her great masculine person, her loud voice, her untasteful
attire, going about unprotected, and feeling no need of protection, mingling
with men in stormy debate, and standing up with bare-faced impudence to
lecture to a public assembly. . . . I cannot conceive anything in the shape of a
woman, more intolerably offensive and disgusting. (Catherine Beecher qtd.
in Kissel 8 and Morris 249-50.

I knew her extraordinary gift of eloquence, her almost unequalled command
of words, and the wonderful power of her rich and thrilling voice . . . Her tall
and majestic figure, the deep and almost solemn expression of her eyes, the
simple contour of her finely formed head, unadorned, excepting by its own
natural ringlets; her garment of plain white muslin, which hung around her
in folds that recalled the drapery of a Grecian statue, all contributed to
produce an effect, unlike anything I had ever seen before, or ever expect to
see again. (Manners 70, 73)

There was, however, one passage from which common-sense revolted; it was
one wherein she quoted that phrase of mischievous sophistry, “all men are
born free and equal./This false and futile axiom, which has done, is doing,
and will do so much harm to this fine country, came from Jefferson; and
truly his life was a glorious commentary upon it. I pretend not to criticize his
written words, but common-sense enables me to pronounce this, his favourite
maxim, false. (Manners 71)

Yet I have heard of his name coupled with deeds which would make the sons
of Europe shudder. . . . Mr. Jefferson is said to have been the father of
children by almost all his numerous gang of female slaves. (Manners 71, 72)
However novel it may appear, I shall venture the assertion, that, until
women assume the place in society which good sense and good feeling alike

assign to them, human improvement must advance but feebly. . . . Let
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women stand where they may in the scale of improvement, their position
decides that of the race. Are they cultivated?— so is society polished and
enlightened. Are they ignorant?—so is it gross and insipid . . . (Reason 77)

29 Men will ever rise or fall to the level of the other sex; and from some causes
in their conformation, we find them, however armed with power or
enlightened with knowledge, still held in leading strings even by the least
cultivated female. (Reason 88)

30 Think it no longer indifferent whether the mothers of the rising generation
are wise or foolish. Think it no longer indifferent whether your own
companions are ignorant or enlightened. Think it not indifferent whether
those who are to form the opinions, sway the habits, decide the destines, of
the species—and that not through their children only, but through their
lovers and husbands—are enlightened friends or capricious mistresses,
efficient coadjutors or careless servants, reasoning beings or blind followers
of superstition. (Reason 89)

31 I have wedded the cause of human improvement, staked it on my reputation,
my fortune, and my life. (Frances Wright’s gravestone inscription)

32 Frances Wright has remained one of American history’s “untouchables”—

seldom seen, or when seen, viewed slightly askew. (Kissen 11)
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