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J ietv of' (Jollege lin/ildt'ng, 

NEW ENGLAND FEMALE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Laying of the Corn4',r-Stone, Boston, June 9, 1870. 

T h e corner-stone of the new College B u i l d i n g , ( o f 
w h i c h the above is the design,) now in process o f erec­
t i o n on East Concord Street, opposite the C i t y H o s p i ­
t a l , was f o r m a l l y l a i d o n the 9 t h inst . T h e exercises 
began w i t h a br ie l address by Joshua M e r r i l l , Pres i ­
dent of the Col lege ; and prayer was offered by K e v . 
E . B . W e b b , D . D . 

T h e ceremony o f l a y i n g the corner-stone then took 
place. W i t h i n the stone was deposited a copper box, 
securely sealed, inc los ing the f o l l o w i n g contents : 

A complete file o f the A n n u a l Beports of the C o l ­
lege, f rom 1848 to 1869. Publ i cat ions o f the Secre­
t a r y , D r . Gregory : L E T T E R T O L A D I E S i n favor o f 

- r ~ T r n l " P l ^ ' 7 a ; r . ; q n < ; (1850) ; H I S T O R I C A L S K E T C H o f 

the C o l l e g e n r S h O ) 1 P E M J H . E P H Y S I C I A N S , ( 1 8 6 2 ) ; 

" D O C T O R " or " D O C T R E S S " 1 (1868) . C i r c u l a r s ; 

P r o g r a m m e o f Ceremonies of L a y i n g Corner -Stone . 
Copies o f Boston da i l y papers : Adver t i ser , Post , 
J o u r n a l , T r a v e l l e r , T r a n s c r i p t , H e r a l d , News, T i m e s ; 
W e e k l i e s ; Congregat ional is t , C h r i s t i a n Register, U n i -
versalist , C h r i s t i a n Witness , C h r i s t i a n E r a , W a t c h ­
m a n and Reflector, Z ion ' s H e r a l d , C o m m o n w e a l t h . 

A s the heavy b lock o f gran i te was s lowly lowered 
i n t o its place, the President , w i t h his r i g h t hand rest­
i n g upon i t , said : 

" I N T H E N A M E OI<- G O D , E R O M W H O M T H E G I F T O F 

L I F E A N D H E A L T H A N D H E A L I N G C O M B S — I N F U R -

T H E R A N G B e ) F T H E O B J E C T S O F T H E N E W E N G L A N D 

F E M A L E M E D I C A L C O L L E G E , A N D I N B E H A L F O F I T S 

O F F I C E R S A N D F R I E N D S — I L A Y T H I S C O R N E R - S T O N E . 

A N D M A Y T H E B L E S S I N G O F H E A V E N C R O W N T H E 

W O R K . " 

Historical Statement. 

W h e n the stone had been l a i d , D r . Samuel Gregory , 
the Secretary o f the College, made the f o l l o w i n g his­
tor ica l s t a t e m e n t : — 

I n 1847, there began i n this c i t y a l i t t l e movement 
i n favor o f i n t r o d u c i n g w o m e n into the medical p r o ­
fession. M a n y regarded i t as an absurd a n d epheme­
r a l affair, w o r t h y o n l y o f contempt and r i d i c u l e . B u t 
the movement had a purpose, and accord ing ly meas­
ures were i m m e d i a t e l y adopted to car ry the idea i n t o 
effect. A few brave women were found w h o were de­
sirous to he i n s t r u c t e d ; two medical gent lemen, i n 
good and regular s tand ing i n the profession, were en­
gaged to i n s t r u c t them ; and , o n the first Wednesday 
i n November , 1848, a class o f twelve members—a good 
apostolic number—commenced rece iv ing a course o f 
lectures. T h i s was the b e g i n n i n g o f the N e w E n g ­
l a n d Female M e d i c a l College, w h i c h has cont inued i n 
u n i n t e r r u p t e d operation to the present t ime , and is the 
first i n s t i t u t i o n of the k i n d i n the w o r l d . Seventy-
n ine women have been t h r o u g h the three-years' course 
and received medical degrees f r o m the Co l l ege ; whi l e 
over two hundred others have attended a p a r t i a l course, 
m u c h to their o w n advantage and t h a t o f the circles 
i n which they move. 

T h e i n s t i t u t i o n began w i t h o u t pecuniary means or 
educational faci l i t ies , no t h a v i n g so m u c h as a skeleton 
to i l lus t ra te the lectures. A f ter a w h i l e i t borrowed a 
w e l l - w o r n m a n i k i n of D r . C a l v i n C u t t e r , the author 
of school books on physio logy . B u t i t has been sus­
ta ined , a n d now has a respectable f oundat i on i n rea l 



and personal estate. I t owns the l o t on w h i c l i we 
are, be ing a square o f near ly an acre, and has perma­
n e n t productive funds to the a m o u n t of t h i r t y thous­
and dol lars . 

T l i e first lectures were delivered i n a p . i r l or o f a 
pr ivate house on F r a n k l i n street. T h e school was 
soon i n v i t e d to a house occupied by one o f the s t u ­
dents, on H a n o v e r street. I t n e x t went , on a s i m i l a r 
i n v i t a t i o n , to a liouse on B a r t o n street, and then to 
one on W a s h i n g t o n street, near Centra l c our t . T h u s 
for two years i t was o f a m i g r a t o r y character, l i k e a 
c o u n t r y school-master hoard ing r o u n d in the famil ies 
o f his scholars. 

I n 1850, the excel lent and eminent D r . W i n s l o w 
L e w i s being abou ' to go to Europe , to spend a couple 
o f years, the managers of the i n s t i t u t i o n h ired his 
house, at the foot of the C o m m o n , on the corner of 
B o y l s t o n and Pleasant streets. T h i s was regarded as 
an advantageous arrangement . D r . Lewis was f r i end- assigned me t h r o u g h the p a r t i a l i t y of m y colleagues. 

( fearful to r e m e m b e r ! ) h a v i n g perpetual ly had an 
anxious l o o k i n g for rent dajq often k n o w i n g not 
whence the means to meet i t were c o m i n g , y o u w i l l 
believe me when I s a y — I rejoice and t h a n k God for 
the l a y i n g o f that corner-stone. 

Professor Aiken's Address. 

E d w a r d A i k e n , A . M . , M . D . , one of the Professors, 
then delivered the f o l l o w i n g address i n behal f of the 
F a c u l t y : 

So i n t i m a t e is the re la t ion of the F a c u l t y to the 
College, that o f a l l others we cer ta in ly m u s t regard 
this occasion,— the l a y i n g of the corner-stone o f a 
b u i l d i n g erected expressly for the I n s t i t u t i o n , and to 
he devoted solely to its benevolent purposes ,—with the 
deepest interest. 

I cannot , therefore, better improve the few moments 

l y to the project , and a d m i t t i n g the school to his own 
pr ivate residence, and a l l o w i n g i t the use of his large 
and valuable l i b r a r y , gave i t sort of an endorsement 
— a matter of no smal l m o m e n t i n that s t r u g g l i n g pe­
r i o d o f in fancy . T h i s fact was d u l y set f o r t h i n the 
A n n u a l Reports , the newspapers, and by a l l other con­
venient methods. T h e house, moreover, had the ad­
vantage o f be ing i n a very conspicuous place. E v ­
erybody w h o went r o u n d the C o m m o n , or passed 
t h r o u g h B o y l s t o n street, or went to the Providence 
depot, was sure to see i t . T h a t c ircumstance, too, was, 
d u l y availed of, by p u t t i n g u p a s ign, s ixteen feet l o n g 
and one foot wide , on the end o f the house f r o n t i n g the 
C o m m o n , so that l i t e r a l l y he that ran could read, 
t h o u g h i n p u r s u i t o f the m o v i n g ears. I t cost the 

D o c t o r something when lie got h o m e ; for, as ho to ld 
me, he had a great t a l k i n g to for h a v i n g let his house 
for such a purpose. H a v e n ' t they spoiled y o u r l i b r a ­
r y 1 i n q u i r e d an anxious medical brother . N o , said 
the D o c t o r ; they have taken better care o f i t t h a n I 
should i f I had been at home. Others were so gen­
erous as to be w i l l i n g to p a i n t his house grat is , for the 
sake o f o b l i t e r a t i n g the traces o f the obnoxious sign ! 

[ W e may now good natnred ly a l lude to early p r e j u ­
dices, that a score o f years have softened or e x t i n ­
guished. ] 

A f t e r the so journ at the foot o f the C o m m o n , t l ie 
College took rooms up two flights o f stairs at N o 274 
W a s h i n g t o n street. There i t abode t i l l 1859, when i t 
l o o k a longer j o u r n e y t h a n ever before, to the b u i l d i n g 
on Spr ing f i e ld street, now occupied as the H o m e for 
A g e d M e n . Here i t tarr ied three years and a half, 
and moved to its present quarters , at N o . 21 East 
Canton street, i n December, 1862. I n October, 1870, 
God w i l l i n g , i t w i l l move i n t o the b u i l d i n g , the cor­
ner-stone o f w h i c h Ave have now l a i d . 

T h i s Avili be the first b u i l d i n g ever erected for such 
an i n s t i t u t i o n ; and , as Boston Avas the first to s tart a 
medical college for women, i t is very n a t u r a l and pi'op-
er that i t should be the first to erect a b u i l d i n g ex­
pressly for such a purpose. A n d we have no t a p a r t i ­
cle o f doubt t h a t the good people o f our c i t y , o u r 
State , and NCAV E n g l a n d , w i l l p r o m p t l y f u r n i s h the 
r e m a i n i n g funds required to pay for a b u i l d i n g conse­
crated to so noble and p h i l a n t h r o p i c a Avork. 

A n d now, friends, i f y o u Avill pardon a personal a l ­
l u s i o n , I Avill close by r e m a r k i n g t h a t , h a v i n g accom­
panied the i n s t i t u t i o n i n a l l o f i t s wander ings and 
so journings , h a v i n g k n o w n and felt the disadvantages 
and discomforts of i t s unsuitable accommodations, and 

than by m e n t i o n i n g some of the reasons why ive as In­
structors hail, this event with pleasure. 

A general statement of them Avould be, that here and 
now toe begin to realize our cherished hopes for the C o l ­
lege. 

W e have a l l of us, for periods v a r y i n g fj-om one 
year to fifteen years i n l e n g t h , been m a k i n g t i n ; best 
o f the accommodations afforded us, r egard ing t h e m , 
a l l the wh i l e , as t emporary and probat i onary . W e 
have never rested i n or been satisfied w i t h t h e m . 
Excelsior has been our watch-AVord; and now, at 
l ength , we have begun to c l i m b the he ight whence AVC 
shal l i n due t ime look out upon an unobstructed h o r i ­
zon ! 

B u t to be more e x p l i c i t : W e rejoice in t ins occasion 
iiS^Trffvfcttng us the~pfospect of greater facilities rn 'olTT' 
several departments of instruction. 

T h r o u g h the favor o f Providence, the l i bera l i ty o f 
friends and onr OAvn efforts, we have already secured 
m u c h valuable i l l u s t r a t i v e apparatus i n certain i l c p a r t -
ments, w h i l e i n others we are s t i l l deficient. W e 
doubt not that the permanence g iven to our I n s t i t u ­
t ion by the erection o f this b u i l d i n g AVIII place us i n a 
condi t ion to supply o u r needs. 

A n d , especially, located as Ave are, at the very doors 
of a great pub l i c c h a r i t y — k n o c k i n g perpetual ly at 
its gate-—Ave are confident that we sha l l be able to 
obta in valuable aid f r o m its female wards for the de­
par tments of c l in i ca l medicine and sui-gery, medical 
chemistry and m o r b i d anatomy . 

A g a i n , AVC rejoice i n this occasion as the harbinger of 
greater inducements to the most valuable class of siudentsT^ 

I t is Avell understood Thwc t l ie expense of l i v i n g i n 
our cities is very great, and i t is also a fact, i f not so 
wel l understood, that o u r most valuable students come 
f r o m a class Avith l i m i t e d means, t h o u g h r i c h i n ener­
gy , purpose, Avill, i n great thoughts and noble aspira­
t i o n s — ready to help themselves, but needing a field 
w i t h i n the possibil it ies o f the ir at best moderate c i r ­
cumstances. 

W i t h the rooms and board ing conveniences to be 
afforded by our b u i l d i n g , as Avell as the numerous 
openings for employment as nurses and hospita l as­
sistants Avhich w i l l undoubted ly present themselves, 
this class Avill be at tracted to o u r hal ls , and our oppor-

' tuni t ies for usefulness be thus largely m u l t i p l i e d . 
T h i s leads me to r e m a r k , finally, tha t Ave, as I n ­

structors , are chiefly interested in this occasion as an 
era in the progress of the benevolent reform which we have 
espoused — Female Medical Education. 



T h e f irst stnge,(sueh is the course o f a l l reforms) o f 
cur i os i ty , wlten m a n y seeming friends flocked to our 
s tandard , w h o afterwards deserted, is passed — the 
second stage of persecution, r id i cu l e , oppos i t i on f r o m 
the jealous , i g n o r a n t and vu lgar , is fast passing away, 
and by this event we arc assured t h a t the t h i r d and 
last stage ot universal adopt ion and f u l l acknowledg­
ment is already about to begin. 

T h a t a l l women should study medicine and become 
pract i t ioners we do not , o f course, m a i n t a i n , and we 
e m p h a t i c a l l y deny t h a t there need he any controversy 
between male and female physicians ; b u t this we do 
most conf ident ly assert, t h a t , i f women are to practice 
medicine, they should be t h o r o u g h l y t a u g h t in the 
science and t ra ined in the a r t , and t h a t such teaching 
and t r a i n i n g should be given i n separate schools. 
T h i s idea, w h i c h others have reached t h r o u g h p a i n f u l 
experience, our College has mainta ined f r o m the f i r s t . 
O f i t th is b u i l d i n g w i l l be the arch i tec tura l embodi -
jnent . 

I cannot b r i n g these br ie f remarks to a close w i t h ­
o u t render ing , in behal f o f the Boai 'd o f I n s t r u c t i o i ! , a 
passing tribute to one who stands, in a sense, midway be­
tween Faculty and Trustees, our respected Secretary, 
the o r i g i n a t o r o f the System of Female M e d i c a l 
E d u c a t i o n , cer ta in ly i n this c o u n t r y , i f not i n the 
w o r l d ! T o h i m this occasion is pregnant w i t h pecu­
l ia r significance. W e a lmost expect to hear h i m 
chant the "Nunc dimittis;" t h a t , however, he w i l l do 
w i t h greater u n c t i o n at the Ded i ca t i on , when we lay 
the cap-stone rv i th f i t rejoicings ! God spare us a l l to 
see that day ! I t s fulness of j o y we w i l l no t a n t i c i ­
p a t e ! W h i l e others have been seeking pleasure, 
w e a l t h and honor , o u r f r i e n d l o n g ago bffde the re­
c o r d i n g angel, l i k e the poet's hero, 

" W r i t e me as one that loves his fellow men ! " 
w i l l he n o t receive, at l e n g t h , the same p l a u d i t : 

" A n d lo ! Ben Adhem's name led all the rest! " 

Clergymen. 
Rev. D r . W e b b was then called u p o n , and respond­

ed in an earnest and eloquent address i n w h i c h he 
f u l l y and hear t i l y endorsed the idea o f the education 
o f women for the medical profession. H e congratu ­
lated the officers o f the i n s t i t u t i o n upon the success 
w h i c h had attended the i r efforts. H o believed there 
was a necessity for such a college i n the c o m m u n i t y , 
and he should ever stand ready to give i t a he lp ing 
h a n d and a cheering w o r d . 

A f t e r the conclusion of the remarks o f D r . W e b b , 
the Doxo iOgy was sung and the exercises closed. 

Rev. D r . D! C. E d d y - " n d - Sov. W a r r e n H . C u d -
w o r t h , announced to take p a r t i n the exercises, were 
unavo idab ly absent. T h e la t te r arr ived after the close, 
expressed his regrets, and pledged himsel f for the D e d ­
icat ion 1 

The Building. 

T h e B u i l d i n g is s i x ty feet in l ength and t h i r t y - f i v e 
i n w i d t h . T h e mater ia l is b r i c k , w i t h wh i te gran i te 

t r i m m i n g s ; and i t w i l l cost something over $35,000. 
I t is to be completed i n October n e x t , i n season for 
the T w e n t y - t h i r d A n n u a l T e r m , w h i c h begins on the 
F i r s t ' Wedn(!sday o f November , 1870. I t w i l l be a 
handsome and commodious edifice, a f fording excel lent 
educational faci l i t ies , and rooms and board for a por ­
t i on o f its students. T h e A r c h i t e i d is N a t h a n i e l J . 
B r a d l e e ; w h o generously donates his services. T h e 
Bu i lders a r e : Jonas F i t c h , carpenter w o r k ; and 
Messrs. L e m u e l M . Standish and Charles W o o d b u r y , 
mason w o r k . 

The Lot. 
T h e l o t o f 40,000 feet o f l a n d was purchased o f the 

c i ty , and pa id for i n f u l l , five years ago, the price be­
i n g $15,000, or one-half o f its est imated value at the 
t ime , the c i ty v i r t u a l l y d o n a t i n g the other half . T h e 
locat ion (see P l a n o f Grounds on n e x t page) is the 
best i n the c i ty foi the College, as the students can 
readily pass hack and f o r t h , to assist i n the care o f the 
sick, and receive p r a c t i c a l i n s t r u c t i o n i n the C i t y 
H o s p i t a l . 

Donations. 
Persons desirous to a id the b u i l d i n g f u n d , by sums 

smaller or larger , can s igni fy the amount they w i l l g ive 
when called upon , or can r e m i t their donations to the 
Treasurer o f the College, A M A R I A H S T O R R S , 93 
Devonshire street, or the Secretary, at the College, 
21 E a s t Canton street. 

T h e Trustees hope and believe that , w i t h a l i t t l e 
concerted effort and l ibera l i ty a m o n g the m u l t i t u d e o f 
friends o f t l ie i n s t i t u t i o n , they w i l l , w i t h the a m o u n t 
already secured and the donat ions they w i l l receive, 
be able to make large advances to the confraetors, dur ­
i n g the progress o f the w o r k , and pay in f u l l when the 
b u i l d i n g is completed. 

To the Header. 
K i n d R e a d e r , — Y o u have seen by the foregoing that 

m a n y years o f t o i l have been expended i n i n i t i a t i n g 
and b r i n g i n g f o r w a r d this enterprise. Y o u are p r o b ­
ably aware that , since i t began, the idea i t embodies 
has extended over A m e r i c a and E u r o p e , and t h a t the 
governments and people o f various states and countries 
have regonized the medical education ot women as a 
necessity for the best interests of society. M^hat here 
began as an untided exper iment has become an assured 
success; and , by the efforts of Trustees and Professors, 
the l i b e r a l i t y of fr iends, and the favor o f Providence, 
the l i t t l e germ has become an established i n s t i t u t i o n , 
p r o m i s i n g a l o n g fu ture of usefulness. W e have now 
come to the c r o w n i n g w.?rk—beyond w h i c h there w i l l 
c r r t a i n l y be no hard w o r k to do. W i l l y o u not help 
us 1 W i l l you no t , at least, place a b r i ck or a stone 
in the edifice, and share the pleasure o f r e a r i n g t h i s 
m o n u m e n t o f C h r i s t i a n p h i l a n t h r o p y 1 

For the Board of Trustees, 

J O S H U A M E B R I L L , PreAl, 
J O N A S F I T C H , 
SPENCER W . R I C H A R D S O N . 

Building 
Committee. 

BOSTON, June 24, 1870. 
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E A S T C H E S T E R P A R K . 

The Land hetwean Albany Street and South Bay (a strip about iioO feet wide) 
is reserved for City purposes. The two wings of the City Hospital on Albany 
Street are not yet erected. 


