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Mrs. Saville, England

St. Petersburg, Dec. 11", 17—
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My dear Margaret,

[ arrived here yesterday, and everything is
going to plan. All is well. You need not have
worried. The weather is cold, but I am enjoying
it. [ am also greatly looking forward to the
voyage. (Compass, b)
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Something very strange has happened. (...) There was

a very large man sitting on the sledge. (Compass,
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My dear sister Margaret
I am writing to you from my ship. We have

travelled a long way, and we are now in the far

north. (Penguin, 1)
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interesting to tell you. A few days ago,

I have something
we found
a man in the sea. He was travelling across the ice,
but his dogs died. He was alone. We were hundreds

of miles from land, so we were very surprised.
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‘Captain! Something is moving on the ice. Look
over there!” (...)
and through it
he could see the shapes of ten dogs pulling a

He put his telescope to his eye,

sledge over the ice. He could also see the
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driver of the sledge—a huge figure, much bigger

than a man. (0xford, 1)
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[ am the most unhappy man in the world. [ have
followed the Monster to this place of Iice and
snow. [ know he i1s near. [ must find him. I gave
the Monster life, but now [ must kill him. Then
[ will kill myself—1 will die alone in this
terrible place. (Macmillan, 8)
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MIE &l WTE A2 L7z, My mother said,
Elizabeth as a present, Victor.”
13) & = /N ARRIEE 3 D RIS TZ, 1
grew to love her, and I knew that I would love her
until T died.

“I am
giving vyou

(Compass,

I believed that she was mine and

only mine. (Compass, 13) &9 IEFICEFENT-BREIT
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‘Children,’

in the two of vyou.

she said, ‘I am putting all my hopes
I want you to marry. 1
believe that your marriage will bring you future
happiness.’ (Penguin, 6)
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Elizabeth became stronger all the time. (Oxford,
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BIRIZ 2> 782, My children,

because you love each other,

I am very happy
and because one day
you will get married.” (Oxford, 6) LEE-~7-Z & IZ
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My children,’

will marry.” (Macmillan,

‘T hope that one day you
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I loved her from that time. (Macmillan, 9) L. 5%
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in ghosts and devils.

I was also very interested
14) (TR 77,

I wanted to know the secrets of life,
of all,
I read all the books that I could find. (Oxford,
6) L. Ay 7 AT 5 — FHUTHA TZARZBERIZ L7223,
RROBLBEGMOAIETHD Z & & 1Lo & DIRRTW
Do NUF UM TIE.

science.

(Compass,

and, most

I read a lot of books on
The most interesting subject to me was
chemistry. I was interested in the secrets of the
sky and the earth, of the natural world. (Penguin,
)L, XVBENLRBPEDLEIThoT= 2 L EHIR

5, FELEDEWHNBEINL ST I T URTIHEL, 1
interested I wanted to

was always in science.

learn about human life. I wanted to learn more in
order to help people. I wanted to make their lives
better. (Macmillan, 9) &. HOMEARBELEY &,
ANxZT D7D L0 AL BB HEHFH I LT\ D,
BHFE[7Ivrvvazar] i35 R, NEOZD
LU THIEICEET Z B A FIC b ARFEOR 2T &
LEMT o TND,

15 ORI E 2 R FBRII~ 7 27 Uifebk< 3
ﬁ#%%of@@i?fw 22T, RUF UMD
HbolbEEIIZIHE VW, As T stood by the door, I
suddenly saw a stream of fire pour from an old and

beautiful tree. It was about 60 feet from our

house. When the lightning disappeared, only the
bottom of the tree was left. The tree was
completely destroyed. (Penguin, 5) I ORI %
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L72>L. I know that you want me to share this
secret with you, but I'm afraid that if I do so,
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It was one oclock in the

it will make you unhappy. (Compass,
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morning when I at last succeeded in creating life.
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I saw the first

One cold night in November,

> ) — D Frankenstein

I wanted to know how to make living things.
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result of my hard work. The body of the man in
front of me had no life in it. It was one

o’clock in the morning, and rain was falling

outside. Nervously, I used my tools to create
life inside the body. Then I saw his yellow eyes
open. (Penguin, 10)
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Suddenly I was sure that I knew the secret of life.
I knew that I could put life into a body that was

not alive. (Oxford, 8-9) L4E%, K¥ARHEL LR
FEBREI|Z 150 A— MO~ A NEVTT, BWEDER

B EBREOEMICES X 912 L7z, There had been so
much power in the electricity of that lightning. I
believed I could use that electricity to give life
to things that were dead. (Oxford, 9) &. <~ A MIZ
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The secret of my machine must die with me. (Oxford,
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gave me an idea. (Macmillan, 14) & . EBIUIXEZRDNB5H
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The lightning hit the wires on the roof. The
I looked at
silver light reached the

sparks of light came down the wires.
the huge body. The

hands, the feet and the head. The body was
covered with a blue and silver light. (Macmillan,
15)
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It was on a dreary night of November, that I
beheld the accomplishment of my toils. With an
anxiety that almost amounted to agony, I



44 THE GUNMA-KOHSEN REVIEW, No. 34, 2015

collected the instruments of life around me,
that I might infuse a spark of being into the
lifeless thing that lay at my feet. It was
already one in the morning; the rain pattered
dismally against the panes, and my candle was
by the glimmer of the

I saw the dull yellow

when,

half-extinguished light,

nearly burnt out,

eye of the creature open; it breathed hard, and
a convulsive motion agitated its limbs.

(Shelley, 60 LATEEDAFET)
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“T do

If I cannot

“It is you who are in the wrong,” he said.
bad things because I am so unhappy.
have someone to love me, then I will make everyone
Why can’t you understand this? Give
me a female to love and be loved by me, and I
I shall not kill again.” (Compass,
42) & A URZRRTIL, B O AR & Al 3 o PR
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am could love me.

afraid of me.

shall be happy.

. Only someone as ugly as I
You must make another creature
like me, a woman monster to be my wife.’ (Oxford,
33) LB T, FHED T T A7 RBERERZED |
‘Be kind to me now, and I will learn to love and
be kind.” (Oxford, 33) & ZEATZONA TS,
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%, ‘You are wrong,’ ‘And 1

I am

answered the monster.
will explain. I am bad because I am unhappy.
hated by everyone. There is no reason for me to

like humans. They do not like me. If I cannot have
I will take revenge on
my enemy—you, Frankenstein. (Penguin, 38) &. % L
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have brought unhappiness because I am unhappy,’

love, I will create fear.

‘Now only you can help me.
Only you can make my life happy.” (Macmillan, 32)
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the Monster replied.
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(Macmillan, 38) 7=72L. ZN&EBKDO~V—IZED
FTVDLOR, Wb~ IT7 6 L0, FIETIE
FIRZW D EBAWIE L2 LIRS TR, ~ U —
EWRL, 770 vy a A URERE L LTTER#S
NWH—HENBDH, TLAT iy KV —F—3{tRERE
DETHIBEICE EDTNEN, ~7 I T UMD~
V—iX, 770 a B4 OHBTTAEICE ST
LES, BMEDKIHRLIY b, NEHEHESITHT 2HF
FOELEELTHZ EIC LTFIEDO EANRADREN Z
NTIHE L 50T, EVMORANGEEBK T, EEORE
SIMFFE->TLESTZ,

7. TYHRZADE

WEOHEE LFEB T BT IX%@?Q“C =]
IXE4 77, shall Z will 12, be & return IZEX02 T
WHIRL®HHN, VAT 4 R - )*‘5’*‘14%&%
PLFD LIl AfvTnd,

but I shall be with you on your
(Compass, 47)

sorry that you were ever born.

“I will go now,
wedding night.”
‘You will be

Remember this: 1
(0xford, 37)

But remember this:

shall be with you on your
wedding night.’
I will be with
(Penguin, 49)

‘T will return on your wedding—night,

‘T will leave.
you on your wedding night.’
Victor
Frankenstein. I will have my revenge.’(Macmillan,

40)
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54) & AUANZRLTIIRE MR BEOSHEL FHRICR L
TS, NRUFURTIER, Va7 Z—ilho LiFE A
DWIILEALTHEZF|L | If you are happy, I will
not be lonely or sad. (Penguin, 57) & £ TEW T
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She,
about me so much. But her gentleness and her love
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made her as beautiful as ever.
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that preside

demon, who caused this misery,

the monster.

‘I, Victor Frankenstein, doctor of Geneva, say

these words. I will spend the rest of my life

looking for the Monster. Then I will kill him. I,

Victor Frankenstein, created the Monster. I will
kill him.” (Macmillan, 49)
jtf@%ODﬂﬁ 9@1’!5(‘: IERHRRAN 7225 I U A MY

_9LT% (ES =] KL® B Ok )3 B

LMW B, :l//\XHﬁT i¥. You know the whole
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be killed before he kills again. (Compass, 60) & 7
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Walton,

more for me to do,

Captain
) 1
want you to tell the world that the monster is a
danger to everyone.’ (Oxford, 52) &t WyZn72Z & %
BT, HoZV T T Ty al A EERETH
L, Ll thd TEYOBARR IR RERZREE L, Do
you think I enjoyed killing people? My heart was
(0Oxford, 53) &
but am I

‘T ask vyou,

to chase the monster and kill him. (...

made for love, like a man’s heart.’
2>, ‘I have done all those evil things,
the only person who has done wrong? I wanted love
and friendship.” (Oxford, 54) & . BWHN T /L k>
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NRUF UL If T die, Walton,

for him? I want revenge! He will come here after I

will you look

am dead. Will you promise to destroy the evil
monster?” (Penguin, 69) & Wo7ZAHHIPHLDD, U4
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o 728, FERIET am afraid that he will kill
more people. But I cannot ask you to stay here, in
the cold ice, and look for him. Goodbye, Walton.
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Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus 7JEJH T
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Do not try to secret of

another man will

as far away as
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‘T shall build a great fire, and lie down on it

to die. I shall welcome the pain of fire,
because it will help me to forget the pain in my
I have felt more pain than Frankenstein.

I shall be at

heart.
And when the fire has died down,
peace.’ (0Oxford, 54)
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Mz 5, BERNHDHDOT, 1 will be able to kill him
before he kills me. (Macmillan, 50) & B{E & ¥i-> C
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You made me,” the Monster replied. ‘You are
guilty. I did not wish to be evil. I wanted to
be your friend. But you made me ugly. You ran

away from me. Those I tried to love were afraid
I killed them.

a friend for me. But you destroyed her.

I asked you to create
I had no

so I destroyed yours. (...) You

of me. So,

family to love,

are guilty, Frankenstein. You gave me this ugly
body. You created me, you are a wicked man.’

(Macmillan, 50-51)
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A F LT ZFAND, What you say is true,’ 1
cried. the murderer of those I loved!’
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‘T was

‘Now you have said these words my life of misery
is complete,’ said the Monster
Now 1

(Macmillan,

and unhappiness

sadly. ‘You are the guilty one, not me.
shall go far away from here. (...)’

51)
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I have decided to die in this terrible place.
The story of my [life has ended. Perhaps no one
will ever read these words. [t does not matter.
Here I will stay until my body is hard and cold.
Goodbye—and may God forgive me. These are the
last words of the unhappy Victor Frankenstein.

(Macmillan, 53)
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Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein:
Different Interpretations in Graded Readers

Koichi YOKOYAMA

This paper is a comparative study on four graded reader versions of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
(1818, revised 1831) in order to show how the original (all the readers except Macmillan are based on the
1831 book in which Frankenstein’s mother finds and adopts Elizabeth) is changed into simplified books
depending on each writer’s interpretations. Eight important elements, which seem to make up the plot, are
closely examined: 1) the beginning of the book, 2) Frankenstein’s relationship with Elizabeth, 3)
Frankenstein’s interest and study, 4) the death of William, 5) the monster’s language acquisition, 6) the
monster’s hope and despair, 7) the death of Elizabeth, and 8) Frankenstein’s revenge.

On the whole Compass Classic Readers is the truest to Mary Shelley’s 1831 original story, keeping
Captain Walton’s letters to his sister as the framework of this novel, as well as the Turkish lady Safie
(Oxford changes to Sophie, and the other two ignore) whose lessons of the French language make it
possible for the monster to learn how to speak and read. Although the Compass writer, Ken Methold,
forgets to mention the death of Frankenstein’s loving mother, he manages the conflicting views of
Frankenstein and the monster. Penguin Active Reading also retains the atmosphere of the original,
keeping Walton’s letters, which are much shortened though. Penguin is the only book which includes
Frankenstein’s last words. The adapter Deborah Tempest, however, apparently fails to grasp the
importance of the fire motif: The monster does not learn the word “fire” at the de Lacey’s and says that he
will die in the ice, not flames. In Oxford Bookworms, Patrick Nobes removes the letter frame but makes
use of Walton as a witness: He happens to catch a glimpse of the monster from his ship, which makes the
first page most exciting among the five books including the original. Yet, Nobes misses writing about
Walton’s expedition to the North Pole, so Frankenstein’s story does not become a lesson to him. Contrary
to Mary Shelley’s text, the Oxford writer describes how Frankenstein uses the electricity of lightning to
create the monster, which is obviously influenced by Hollywood movies like James Whale’s 1931
Frankenstein. This addition may satisfy the readers’ curiosity since Mrs. Shelly herself did not clear the
way to give life.

The most unique adaptation of Frankenstein (seemingly the first 1818 edition, as Frankenstein’s
father takes in Elizabeth) is Macmillan Readers. Margaret Tarner is bold enough to omit Captain Walton
and to let Frankenstein tell his own story directly to the readers of her adapted book. Accordingly the
change leads to a completely different ending: Instead of Walton, Frankenstein himself meets and talks
with the monster at the end; in striking contrast to Mrs. Shelly’s original ending, it is Frankenstein who
apologizes; after the monster leaves to kill himself, Frankenstein also decides to die in the cold. It cannot
be denied that the Macmillan version has become a powerful story on its own, but it is doubtful that this
graded reader deserves the name of Mary Shelley on its front cover.



