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Thoughts of Kumagusu Minakata Appealing for the Protection of the Forest

Hiroyuki Hashizume

Abstract

Both Shozo Tanaka and Kumagusu Minakata, who were active during the Meiji era in Japan, are known as the pioneers who

have dedicated a part of their lives to protect the lives of local people as well as the natural environment. One of them, Minaka-

ta, based in Tanabe in Wakayama Prefecture, wrote a number of letters addressing his friends and collaborators to protect the

forest of shrines, and submitted articles in newspapers and magazines. This paper introduces a newspaper article that Minakata

wrote to appeal for forest conservation, which has not yet been known so far. At the same time, it clarifies part of the underly-

ing thoughts behind Minakata’ s appeal for nature protection throughout his lifetime. Minakata insisted that a moment we spent

in the shrine forest and the like is the same opportunity to participate in a secret religious ceremony (mystery) to touch the

divinity, as described by the philosopher Plato of ancient Greece. It was a matter of course that Minakata, who was convinced

that all things are inspired by the breath of Creator, appealed for the conservation of the natural environment. Even today when

environmental destruction is progressing in a global scale, we believe that the environmental ideas of Minakata who lived

about a century ago will never fade but will continue to shine in the future.

Keywords: Kumagusu Minakata, Plato, Demiurge, nature protection
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