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port and BDNF release. Because of this specific deficit,
circuit connectivity, measured by spine and interneuron
density, was globally diminished. The collective impact
of reduced axonal BDNF release during development was
a striking and selective repertoire of deficits in social- and
anxiety-related behaviors. Together, these findings rep-
resent the first mouse model of a molecular mechanism
linking BDNF-mediated coordination of brain develop-

ment to autism-related behaviors and patient genotype.
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