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SUMMARY

English vowels have constantly been developing since the twelfth century. When the number of contrast-

ing phonemes increases in the vowel system, auditory space available for each vowel is reduced, and the

crowded space disturbs the distinctiveness between contrasting phonemes.

cause merger between two phonemes if the functional load of their contrast is light.

The crowded vowel system will

On the other hand, it will

cause chain shift if the functional load of particular phonemic contrast is heavy. The aim of this paper is to

account for the ongoing merger of a back rounded vowel /o/ with a low back unrounded vowel /a/in

General American, while front vowels are never merged with each other in any variant of the English language.

1. —KEBOBEESR

FEEEFEOEATIR, 7 [FEORRFIIWL
OHB?] EFRLHI LWL TWS, BFFEOEZ R

niE, O wWIR SN2/ E2 WL DIKRYI- T
FRZXAL TR 0B 0nb N6 THD, BB
bHHERF IR > CEZREMRZ 10T, —RT 3
EHARFEORTHNS T 2 & 5 7208, HAFED
BEEOXAND S Z L 2HBICAND £, BEWRO
SN ERTREOBIIFRIC w2 Lizkx 5, (1)
. T AV ATEFED 10HORFOSHERL T
b,

MEHOHE 1 7 v~ > b BBEOE (HFoEs) %
FL, BHCES-E2 73V~ NEEL 740
<Y M EDEIFOHBMESL2ET, 2ILTRS
L. BEEREOBEANTCEMRICOML T b

TEEWIEDBbD» 2, L KHIERED/ e/ L
/e/. BERFED/a//o/DEHENTL. 7T A VA
hPEERDFEEETIZ/a/ &/ o/ DHEE (merger) HEST
HThs, ZOZODRFOXBIBERIZEL %D
EL 7 A B EFEO RS OBUE— D% - T 9 i
%5,

. e/&/e/%XKAT 2R MEIHOETH 21X
FTEB () TRBBOE 1 75V~ MTIZERR
W, L LAEDS, ZOZODORERSIIHFET 2
el e/ROICHET DI LITE>TRA]
EHEREL T b /a/k/o/DPFE R T — T T,
J&/ ¥ /e/DBEEELT T3 BRI TH % 5 b
AFIE. RESERSOEENTH H OHEE 2 R L
95 TPt ERREST 52—, BREOIIL
HMH > HERE A IHE (functional load) D X 23HES %
Fs 2 &2l 5,
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(1) 72XV AFEFETE () 50 AOFE 7 v~ > b FEE (Reetz and Jongman (2009 : 179))
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2. BRMILLHAERIAE

HASHEOEZHRAEY I FHRECHEIET 2
HHRID D D . H2 OFHZOHFHEEICE 2R VIFED
WhHBEWnI, HREAHRE X 13, [FHECEETLH
FBIBRINIBRONHAEOES JLERTE %,
ZDHIEFEIZTECHILL TS L2 R0
N, ERCHERINZ L0H2HER L LT
TObDONH %,

(2) Hockett (1967) DOREREAIARE
F(/a/, /b/) =F (L™) —F (L)

ZORICEDE, BB ODEE/a/ & /b/DIITH
FFOMREAIHE F(/a/, /b)) 1&. ZOXinkbi
ZHTO mEDOFHREMLOK S ¥ AT LADOHEREAHE

F(L™) 25 XS n3kb izt d m-1 fHOZFHE» 5
K5y AT AOBBEAHEE F(L") 25[wizd 0
275,

TR OMBEAERERHE T 2101, HFECE
I3 1 FROBBIZ X > TES N5 KA (mini-
mal pair) D& KD 2 LB D 5, JLE (2008) 1.
#120,000 FE0 SRR 2 MEEDFERT — S o6 BRI
EDOHBSEE RSO EHEEH L 2D 2o
POERERLTESIAT L. REH Q) L5 %45
i %,

FANCHG LR WEART /6 /2R L. b o
EHHBBEEORVWREERIZ/1/THY. botk
YL ORISR T RIEERIL/I/TH2,/e/ L
Je/1X 2 S ORIESBERFICR W CHEEE (|
) . RTHEEE (it b ICELw I e bbb,
iRt /a/ e/ o/ DB HEHEL ., <K
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(3) HFEICB T 2 EHR I & ORvNIE & HBSEE (R (2008 :193))
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MESHERE/ o/ IFHBBHEN Eb O TRV, L
Mo T/ e/ L /e/DXILHH S BEREAHE 1. /a/
£/ o/ ORI S BREAHE L D bEWI D, H
FEOMIINEDLNE Z LR BV DEEZSND,
ZZT, BI—E () ORICRE->THhB L, T A
D 7 FFEORFE 22 MR ERRE O FEEANEHE L T
L2 EBbhrb, HRBORFOES I 3IEBEOX
BUp W L 2E 25, FFEICBIT 3 5 BED
XAlZEEI D% & T HHRE O & b TRV,
ZOZ i, BEEXINT 29 2 TAMicgy | 8
FEOFINC L > THEICRVES, 2D, Fh
ZThOREEREISHOHEB 2 HERT 2LEN D
D . BEREEIHE DS AE XL 2 T F R IS
ZHESND2DTHE, ZOEE, RDEIBHEWI
FIETLERMECTW B EEZ S5D,2

(4) a. Maximize the number of contrasts.

b. Maximize the distinctiveness of contrasts.

(4a) DERIZ, OEE VIR NTEMICB LT
HTE2EROMERARICHERT O T, HFFEY
MOBREAHE IR 2508, BEZEHEO®RAP
Bz bIcoT 2D 5, (4b) DEKH (4a) 2
BT 2 &, TRbLALXDERIKHOEE
WERL LD T2 EE, bo L bHEBICBEaINS
WROEEDSZTRZOME RO TH S, HEEAHEN
EROMERNELORE I &80 5 5, LWwHR
WIS L TR ERRENEEZZHTOERWEED
nah, Yl L HEEAHEDE I PEREHE DI
HERIET 2R EFOLEEIEZL 27255,
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3. BEHR CEEREE

— e KEE  (General American : GA) Tld. HHE
RE/e//o/DBOEMNILL 2, ZhZh//,
Ja/ EBEEMEAL Bolc R, BEEAHEO KW
/o/E/a/DRIBPEIC I > TERDONDODDH B T
EERRTE, Ll BEZEEOOR AR
R 2 B IIHEE 12T TR WL BB O TR I3
HIEREOROES DN EH T //, /e/,
/1 /ISESEANCHERE L T B, =2 —Y—F VR
& (NZE) OHIERE LA ¥V A EFEORRKE

(Received Pronunciation: RP) DOEIERIZ ORI
EEHELTAa LI,

(5) NZE & RP OHIERFEDE 1 7 3 V= b

(Hz)®
NZE RP
M F M F
/i/ | 350 370 275 319
/,/ | 460(1,800) | 500(2,200) | 382(1,958) | 432(2,296)
/e/ | 410 420 560 645
e/ | 580 680 732 1,011

FEMARIFE2 71072 R)

BEPECIZ EFAOENIANZ L %2/RT, NZED
[/ DEAOE (B 580, 2014 680) I RP O/ e /DB
R (1 560, 22 645) IS L. NZE D/ e /D
BACIRE (531 410, Zoi4 420) 13 RP O/ 1 /DOBHLE

(531 382, 2k 432) [T IZIZHEM T 2 (R RS =/
DOBIOERRN &S Z Lid, RFEEEOES O
SRIZDENY) (@A LRHEOIFRRI 22 51397205,
NZE O BEFF G IRBZEI LW,

(6) NZE ORFES M (B)
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NZE ®/ 1 /OBAE (B 460, 22 500) %= R %
L. BREETHBICbrrbo T, RS e/
ORAOE XD AV, FHIMNOBIEIZE2 7 1 v~
YFTHBH, RP LHIT 5 b pasnohdE
LT3 Z b b, D%V NZE TIIHIEHZ
D W »3 A % REZHERL (vowel shift) 12 L - Tk L
TWbDTH b,

BReaHEOBEVITERE @/, /e/, /1/, /1/
e T s e /1/hET s icdo
TEEROHEBILHEHREI N TV S, GA DRSS
B (1) & g9 % &, NZE BBV, [k
IO ZEM 2FHT 2 2 LI X - TEZEROBEE
PEEELTWS Z b b,

4, BERFREBERFHZEL

NZE ZBE8 3N 2 EiE RS O EAIF HFEDOEH
LRV RINTEIGERNELD—DTHh 2, 12k
ZAE. deal DRFE/1 /13/wi/>/8:/>/el/>/11/
DI ERLTE, ZOBLOBRIZIE, XD
BERBPF D THE D EEZ SN D,

(7) Minimize effort.

TELRIEELTHELLD T2 ZDEKRD
(4b) OFFFIMEOERICERT 2 & BOEH S
o TRHED FANIAE 5, 16 fHid» S 18 fitfdic
W TR 570 nwb W 5 KEFEHEFR (Great Vowel
Shift: GVS) . 12 HCWIEICERS/ e/, /al/?
FnEn/er/, /o0i/~NLER LI LW EFKT D,
FNTRBROT X ) p¥FET/e/ &/ o/ DBHIE
MILL ol DIZREIED D ),
HASEOEFNZ L2 C % & &, EBlD5Hi
BRI ER T TEbLS RN EDB% 0, BFED
WP HE2EE T3 3. BEHRREVWI VAT
LR E RETHEND 5, Eakd GVS ik, 13 i
WA EH OBE S RILL TRIEDY AT A
WIRA LTHER, BRREHRRICHAE U 7R & il
T 57D UGB T 5, 7oL 213, Bl
REEO_ERZ/ a1/, /av/ix. GVS LTIz Zh

%nﬁﬂﬁ@/r//uVT@oto

ZC. W¥EE(0Id English: OE ~1100) & GA
i%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁbf&iﬁoOE@i%%ﬁigﬁ
HOXHN D 2 EEARNRD 6 BEHRRA T, BERHS
WHIE « BEOXAIDH 2 52k & HRFEOR
BRI T w5, h3EEEH (Middle English : ME
1100~1500) 12 i BRI E Hi O MRS W EAL U 72 R
FTEONZFRRESOXFIBHFLIcKD, ZER
T (EEE) PEEORSERT IO K79

(8) OE RIHDRFEFMA

a. WS b. RS
i u il u
e o) el o
3 a &l a
(9) GA ORFFHER
a. BRI b. ERE
1 (6] i u
g A el oU
® a ar  av
Z D>
> 01

EHOMEE LB T 5 L. (8b) ORRFEM GVS %
ZH7ehbOHIIN b)) THBHEF LD, GA ITFE
FIBL CRASTIT. D) DHE 1% 2D % $47-1F
LTBH, BT D/e1//ov/ZhZETh/e/,
JOo/DXIICHAFTE L TERILT S I ENE O
ZhiE/it/ /ul/d e/, Jeu/N"EHRFILL
72O 1500 FEETH 2 DT LT /el/E/ol/B
TEREFELZDIX 1800 FEETH 720 HEHIT
PEEELL DO HEEF LB I TV LS
WTh 5,
REERRICEBOY AT L0855 LT, M
E—D2DEMTH IS, 9) ONEFFERE—D20D
RIZZERICB SO TAHDL E, UTO XSk 5,
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(10) GA ORFEFZEM
1 u
1 O
e & [¢]
& A J1
& al ao a

BESORABSEFEE LY /e/id/e/(=/e1)) &
OfftERENET 27 OICFEOMEE2 T Wb Ik
Bond, UL UL v 22N IRRY R 3 7-
B, HWEIF Q) CRILE W /e//e/DBOEIC
BEN L8/ e/ L OFE R B0
fEL T3, [AkRIC./0/3/0/(=/0u/) £ DHE
ZEET 2 72 DICHEOAELY T TnE, HEeaid
EORE N/ a/ & DINIBKbT: b D LFH 2z
6n%>o FERIIC GA ORFFZERT I3 W 53 A DR

L. BHOBFTEZRDIZITEENTCOA L T
b,

ZNTIE. GA DS DFGEC /a/(=/p/) &/ 2/D
BEENRR SN VDIZRETES S, BHFETH 5
EHEMDOH N NZE ORFEERR % (9) & st i
LTHES,?

(11) NZE ORFEEH

a. HRPHE b. EEE
e 1 0 oI  au
& A D AL AU
&0 Di
c. RREY
(19) (o)
ed 31 d:

Biffich 7z &k 912 NZE TiZ/ 1 /2 FEL Tw»
2720 HHEERIIES O 2 BEFEL 7w,

H AT

5. GVS OHIICHRT 2R IZ T R CE
RBHEREL Tnd, L REFEEHENSDIX./i/k
/u/W/ a1/, /eo/N"ERELLTNnE I LT, H
D GVS L2 FACEMBELTHnEDTH 5,
ZOEIRTENFEOHERIZ, A F 27 ) LT
N30V FUDEEP, A—AMT ) THBCLE
zxhb,

(11c) DY AT Ak, BEFWCHEEET 2/1/2R%E
T57 A VAFFRCIIFAEL 8V, A F ) AEFET
. 19 RIC R o TREF ISR T 5/ 1/ BFRE SR
g ol R /18/, 88/, /us/, /oa/ kw5
BRSNS E(L L. Hi R ERNSERNTE LT,
& 2 BB NZE Tlk, #I30FEHi» S ear D/18/ &
air D/ea/DBHFEL T/lea/ LI —DDHFRIZKD
DOH 5.9 fifi. force D/28/ix F- VBT north
D)o/ EFFE LT &5 cure D/va/ EPBFEL
DDOH 3,10 LIzho5 T NZE T, (11c) DERRS
HRLEIORFNB2BEL v, 22T, (1)
DORFEFEHRE—DODORFEEMICBEDTAHL L, DL
TDEIWKCk%%,

(12) NZE OREZFZEf
e 1 (§)
€9 al 3: au
Al A AU 21
® &0 a: DI D

/i/E/u/BEREFL L T ORERRE AR L T
Wi, BIERE LEEREOR S OXAE 3 B
izt ¥E->Tw3, GABWREZEROE S 25 H
LCREERAIL T B DI LT NZE IZRF52%
MOBRITE 2 RABICFHALTBY . Lrb 16 {HD

FEENMTIZEACHMEL TV B 2 Eddbip
%,

NZE Tix. (1la) DERHFERRCB D 2 EHRE
£ (1le) @Et HRIZBFLHHEICED, HEO
XBIDSGA £V A koTwb, Lizlo T,
BEERNE S CE U TRANCAE 5 2 fER LT
Wil /o/E/o/DIFEWECKR W, b Z B
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REED/o() /v I BHIF, HRFORMNE
/o ICHRT B bDTIE KL Jav/ L wS ZERE
NI R EFER (Modern English : ModE 1500~
1900) iz [ou] 2R CHLLIZbDTH %, NZE D
/ol /oa/B LW ve/EHELTWAS. GA I
HRTHEEAHEENREVWE VWS 2 b /o/E/D/
OHEERGGTT TV EEREFZ 6D,

5. #

YIERNC 7 a0V~ NEBEBEBET L L. R
FAT LS RFRE B W TSI L Tw3 b
TR, L2LEBS, TREFNLOERVMO
BEHREORANCHEZEREHERL L5 L 3nid
A wsRsN ’/“F'Ejb_iobx’ciﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁkﬁfﬁﬁ“%
i5biti%@ﬁ§ﬁﬁf‘3§5 BEROSHIL Lo

REZSZERIC O ACRMENFET 2 £ Th i f#
‘(ﬁ@“%f:&)k%ﬁ?ﬁ%i TR HZEOHELEL 5,
ST 2 EROBREAHBENE T, ALY
SN TRFHENE L, FRMULH1HES EieAiiE
PMETIE, +oBEBROMRPMBEESN TERD
HENELCLDTH %,

IEARIEFER O GVS i, HEFEHHICE U RS
HEROBRMZ T 27D > SR TH
%, TOHIEH > T3 GA ORFEFZEM T, #
BEAHEEDOERV/ o/ /a/ OB Kb TREE
FEN—DOWY OOH 5, MEWIZ, BeEAHEDE
W/e/ b /e/DNSLIFHER S N TV 3 H DD, KR
B 1 730~y MIZERT Y, Zhid. BEFZEH
DEEBFRELTWEZERERLTWSE,GA D/g/
PHEELL TW 01X, —BORNEHE L4xT 2
EHTE S,

L3 5 NZE Tid, AiEERERE/e/ O LAIC
Lo THEEBOBEBPTE LD e/, /1/1
EEP S RFEHEE N E T/ 1/ PR ELL TE SO
XAN2S 2 BREIC e > T2, 25 ORIERZICHED
AUV, FTREOMIIHHE S HEEEIHENE
WEWTH S, . RESHERONETIE. 191
RWHERELTMIL LT/ 18//ea/DBREL bHE
LoDOhY ., W2 T ELHROBMERES L TRHEE

BORMEZENT 2R Z2 2L T05, RPT
FUEBR I s vk, HEEED X S ks
SEFNEEIMEAL TW2 D EEL SN,

E

1) Hoosier Mental Lexicon & MEiXh 3 5T — % % F]H
L. @HEFEICOWT I EROEHL, B, Bk L > TH
SNLEER (TNERFEFELE VWD) 2RKDL I EICE>T,
RO EHEHL Tw5,

2) Flemming (2001) 12 & % &, FHFEMILIE (4a), (4b) B
FUMN D52 3 DDERDNT Y ARETHTHRE B,

3) NZE ®7 —% % Bauer (1986) iZ. RP ®7 —% ¥ Gim-
son (2008) WD,

4) ME OBFHiE LA S ModE O AREFHER £ T ol
IZDWTCIE, Shibata (2007) F7z134EM (2011) %220,

5) /o1/3HhEEEEIc n ~ Y AREDRER L L b ICEAS R
T ZERE T, BREEC W 5 2 TSR ICETIL T
w3, hERRE/ e /OmkIZOWTIE, TR (1985) %7z

el (2011) %22,
6) —fEKFEOFTHERILICOWTIZ, Kenyon and Knott
(1953) % 7-1% Hayes (2009) %I,
7) RP L[k, NZE OBERBEE/0 /IZFEEEZRIFL
T3,

8) /al/BRFEDBRD/ I/DHIFRE NIRERECLREE

THb./37/DEKICOVTIE, TE (1985) 7 idLEM
(2011) =&,

9) NZE ORZFOHEIC DWW Tk, Batterham (2000), Gor-
don and Maclagan (1990), Maclagan and Gordon (1996),
Trudgill and Hannah (2002) % £,

10) NORTH & FORCE O #&F O #f & MEE 12 D W TlE.
Wells (1982) =&,

1) ZHERFE/OT/I34AM, BRICDWTIERES) 22,
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