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IMPORTANCE AND BIODYNAMICS
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1 Technical University of Denmark, National Veterinary Institute, Frederiksberg C, Denmark
2 Aarhus University, Institute of Animal science- Department of Epidemiology and management, Tjele, Denmark
3 Danish Agriculture and Food Council, Pig Research Centre, Copenhagen V, Denmark

Rotavirus A (RVA) is a well-known course of diarrhoea in piglets, but the infection dynamics and clinical impact are not fully elucidated. The aim was to de-

Two commercial swine herds with neonatal diarrhoea and a positive RVA diagnosis were included. Five litters from each of two herds and a total 
of 132 piglets were sampled. The animals were subjected to a daily clinical examination and faeces were collected daily from all piglets. The piglets 

all litters this was either the 4th or 5th day of life. On outbreak day, fecal samples from all piglets in the litter were analysed for RVA together with samples 
 was ruled 

out by PCR as differential diagnosis in all litters by testing a pooled sample on the outbreak day.

In total, 43%(57/132) of the piglets had clinical diarrhoea and 66%(87/132) were positive for RVA on the outbreak day. For comparison, 89%(51/57) 

birthweight (mean 1,45kg vs. 1,27kg,P<0.05). Furthermore, 63%(34/54) of the piglets developed diarrhoea within 24 hours after a positive RVA diagnosis.


